THE HISTORIANS’ 
HISTORY 
OF THE WORLD 








■ HE HISTORIANS’ 
HISTORY OF THE 

A COMPREHENSIVE NARRATIVE OF THE RISi: AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONS AS RECORDED liY I HE 
GREAT WRITERS OF ALL AGES 

rv iirxuv \VIII^^MS, llt> 

WITH IHE COLLABORATION 01 MAN\ S1‘LCIALISTS 
AND WITH CONIRIBUTIONS BY 



Prof Thomas K Cheyne, V\fotu I m n\ /j 
Prof. Adolf Erman, Unt,efst() oj holm 
Prof. Joseph Hal4vy, LoHtn of f ran. t 
*Prof. C. W. C. Oman, Oxfoui L 
Prof. David H. Muller. L nivet ^ity of \ m 
Prof. Albert B. Hart, Hansard Untvind) 

Prof. Ulrich von Wiloraowitz-MoUendorfr 
I nnetsity tf Jltthn 

Oscar Browning, M A , Cambttdqr UmvetsUy 
Prof H. Marczali, I munth oj Hudaped 
Prof. Henry F. Pelham, Chjofd L nnrt 
Prof. Alfred N. Rambaud, Umvosity oj Ians 
Prof Eduard Meyer, Unnnsuy of bai n 
H. J. Mackinder, M.A Dinc'o? oj iht, lonaon 
hihool of / lono'nus 

Prof. Julius Wellhausen, University of Gottm m 
Prof. T. F. Tout, University oj Mamhedei 
Pref. James T. Shotwell, Columbia Univci w/i 
Prof. Franz X. von Krones, Umveuity oj Cta. 


Dr. J Holland Rose, Camlmdye Unlvt^y 
Prof Adolf Hamack, I ntvrnd} of BvIiH'^ 

Dr. Janies Gairdner, C B., Ijohdon 
Prof. I. Goldzihet, I ni.eisit) of Bmiapol 
Prr^. Andrew C. McLaugMin, Lnuenth oj 
C Altai 0 

Prof. A Vambery (fitienih of Budaped 
Capt Frank Brinkley, loiio 
Prof. Otto Hirschfeld (. nizou/y of bernn 
Prof. Wilhelm Soltau, /alem uty 
Hugh Chisholm M A , / htor oj the ”£ni^i 'o 
puaia htdann ic ” 

Prof Hermann Diels, Uuiveruiy of hetlm 
G F. Barwick, B.A., BrUnh Mumnn 
Prof. R. Koser ( nivcruty of BnlnJ^ ^ 

Dr, A. S Rappoport, Sthool of Oncntal 
lamnnii\ Pato 

Dr. Paul Bronnle Royal 4uatit Stxufv 
Prof. Theodor Noldeke, UmvetsityoJ Isbasinrg 


r 1 \\ LM\-U\ L I (U I 'll > ! cl ^ \h 

LONDON 

(Hie 




Printed by Dai.lantyne, ILvnson & Co., 
Edinburou. 


X904 1007 hy TwiV/f .’/..''.affix. 



CONTENTS 


VOLL'ME XXII 

THE BEITISH EMPIRE 

INTROUCCTION 

P4U 

A Review of the Empire, with PARTirvLAR Reference to the Colonial 

World, by Lady Ltjoard ... 1 

Population of the empire, 2. Divisions and g^rowtli of tlie ein^re, S. Adminia- 
tration of the empire, 9. Industry uud trade, 14. Defence of the empire, 18 * 


BOOK Til. THE HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA 

CHAPTER I 

The Mohammedan and the Muuhal Kmpirkh (ftG4-l8R7 a.d.» . . SI 

The Mohammedan conquest ; Mahmud of Ghar.ni, 22. The Af^fhun dynasty of 
(fhor ; the Slave Kiiig:8, Ala-ud-Din, Firoz, and Tughlak, 23 The Mughal invaders’ 
Timur and Baber, 23. Tlie great Akbar, Guardian of Mankind," 2G. Selim and 
Shah Jalian, 32. Early dynasties in southern India: Madura ; the Deccan, 33. The 
reign of Auraiigzeh, 35. Sir Henry Lawrence on SivajT, 35. The 2^ory of Au* 
rangzeb, 37. Last years of Aurangzeb, 38. The decline of the Mughal and the 
Mohammedan powers, 38. 


CHAPTER II 

The European Empire in India: The Rise of Clive (148B-1774 a.d ) 40 

Portuguese and Dutch settlements, 40. The English East India Company foun<led, 
42. English collisions with the Portuguese and the Dutch, 43. The French settle- 
ments: La Bourdonnais and Dupleix, 44. French victories over the English, 46. T)ie 
ambitions and successes of Dupleix, 47. The rise of Robert Clive, 49. Th# last days 
of Dupleix, 62. Colonel Malleson thus characterises Dupleix, 63« Clive’s return as 
governor, 64. Siraj-ud-Daula, 64. The Black Hole of Calcutta* 64. English alliance 
with the Nawab, 66. The British in India, 56. ClWe’s duplicity ft>wards Omichund, 
68. Battle of Plassey, 69. Clive returns again to England, |1. Tlie ar|iAl ol 
Count Lally, French successes, 63. English naval successes 65. • End of the French 
power in India, 66. The fate of Lally, 67. English conflicts wi^h the natives, 67. 
Massacre of Patna, 68. Battle of Bazar, 69 . I^brords and intrigues in England, 71 . 
Clive’s last administration, 72. The successes of Hyder Ali, 73. Evil days for the 



CONTENTS 


Tiii 


PA«I 

East India Company, 76. The great famine of 1770, 77. Parliament investigates 
the company ; the Regulating Act, 78. Censure and suicide of Clive, 79. lx>rd ^la' 
caulay’s^imate of Clive, 80. 

CHAPTER III 

Warren Hastings, Cornwallis, and the Wellesleys (1772-1806 a.d.) b2. 

English troops lent for the destruction of tlie Rohillas, 85. Hastings under 
charges; Nandkumar put out of the way, 86. Lord Pigo», at Madras, 90. War with 
the Mahrattas, 91. Hastings fights a duel with Francis, 94. HastingfS at odds with 
the supreme court, 95. The outbreak of Hyder Ali, 96. The activity of Hastings; 
the victories of Eyre Coote, 97. Hastings' exactions in Benares and Oudh, 98. War 
with the Dutch and French, 100. The impeachment of Warren Hastings, 102. 
Macaulay's picture of the trial, 104. The final acquittal of Hastings, 107. Macaulay's 
estimate of Hastings, 107. Sir A. Lyall on Warren Hastings, 109. Pitt reforms the 
administration, 109. Lord Cornwallis as governor-general; the war with Tipu, 110. 
The campaign of Seringapatam, 111. The permanent settlement, 113. Capture of 
Seringapatam and death of Tipu, 114. The subsidiary By.stem, 117. Mahratta War of 
1803, 117. Battle of Assaye, 120. Famine in India, 121. Mutiny at Vellore, 122. 


CHAPTER IV 

Conquests and Reforms from 1807 to 1835 a.d. . .124 

Llbrd Minto and the mutiny of British officers, 124. The Gurkha War : the de- 
struction of the Pindharis, 126. The army decimated by cholera, 127. Transactions 
in Ceylon, 129. The British take Kandy and are massacred, 130. Cruelty of the 
king of Kandy, 131. The final conquest of Ceylon, 132. The accession of Singapore 
and Malacca; the conquest of Burma, 132. Reforms of Lord William Bentinck, 
136. 


CHAraER V 

From the First Afghan War to the Mutiny (1836-1867 a.d.) . 138 

The Afghan War of 1838-1842, 138, The mas.sacre of Kabul ; the destruction of 
the British army, 140. The reconquest of Jallalabad and Kabul, 143. From the 
governor general to all the princes, and chiefs, and people of India, 145. The con- 
' quest of Sind, 146. Battle of Miani, 147. Sir Henry Hardinge and the war with the 
Sikhs, 149. Ran jit Singh of Lahore, 151. The successors of Ran jit Singh, 162. 
FiAst Sikh War, 163. Dalhousie's governorship and the second Sikh War, 167. The 
battles of Chilianwala, Multan, and Gujrat, 157. The Kuh-i-Nur, 158. Internal 
ii]|provements : the second Burmese War, 159. The taking of Fort Martaban, 160. 
Annexation of Oudh, 161. Alison on the rule of the Blast India Company, 162. 


CHAPTER VI 

I. 

The Indian Mutiny (1857-1868 a.d.) . 166 

Lord Dalhouqie and? tne doctrine of lapse, 166. Motives for the mutiny, 166. 
The greased cartridges and the unleavened chupatties, 168. The outbreak at Meerut, 
170. Scenes in Delhi, 171. Mutiny forestalled in the Punjab, 172. British advance 



00NT&NT8 


is 


on. Delhi, ^ 174. The revolt in other {Oaoee, 174. The defence of Lucknow, 179. 

« NuiH Sahib and the maaaaore of Cawnpore, 177. An eye-witnen* account of the 
Cawnpore siege, 178. Justin McCarthy's account of the Cawnpore maaiWDre, 181. 
The British regain Cawnpore, 183. British retribution, 184. The ftiliue to reach 
Lucknow, 184. Siege and capture of Delhi, 186. The Idng's sons killed by HodsCo 
of Hodson's horse, 187 Siege and relief of Lucknow, 189. An eye-witness* account 
of relief of Lucknow, 191. Sir Colin Campbell secures the retreat from Luck 
now, As. The recapture of Lucknow. 198. Successes of Sir Hugh Rose in OeiitraJ 
India against the Rani of Jhanai, 196. Transfer of the company’s powers to the 
crown, 200. End of the mutiny 909 


CHAPTEIt Vlf 

India rinok the Mutiny (1858-1906 a.d.) 904 

Lord Lawrence's vicoroyalty, 904. The govern ondiips of Lords Mayoand North- 
brook, 905 Queen Victoria beromes empress of India, 906. Relations with the 
Afghans, 906. The Afghan War of 1878-1880, 908 Social and industrial p rogtesa, 
910. Employment of natives in public service, 912 Local govemnent, 218. Crim- 
inal procedure, 915. Civil service reform, 217 Third Burmese War, 918. T{ie de- 
dine of Indian prosperity. 290. EvenU on the northwest frontier. 991 Viceroys, 
1880-1906, 222. 

Brief RKFERKNCK-IiisT of Authoritieh by Chapters 996 

A Chronological Summary of the History of India (1386-1906 a i> ) 997 


BOOK VllL THE COLONIAL WORLD 

CHAPTER 1 

The History of Australia and New Zealand . 93;5 

Discovery and exploration, 933. Tlie founding of New South Wales, 935. Abo- 
lition of transportation : gold and sheep, 936 The settlement of Van Diemonls Land, 
241. The convict system in Van Diemen's Land, 242. South Australia, 244. Vic 
toria, 247. Western Australia, 248 Queensland, 949. Agrarian legislation, Chi- 
nese exclusion, 260. The labour movement, 952. The great* strike of 1890, 253.* 
Federation, 255. Provisions of the Common wifsalth Act, 958. ^ew Zealand, *959 
History, 1889>1906, 260. Socialistic New Zealand, 961. The Maoris, 968. 


CHAPTER II 

The History or South Africa . . . 265 

The discovery of the Cape, 966. KafBr wars the Great ^k, 266. The con 
vict agitation, 968. The Afrikander Bond, 970. The Rhodes admgiistration, Th0 
ministry of W. P. Schreiner, 974. Cape Colony during wai, 975. The Onngs 
River settlement, 276. The republic organised, 277. Bomct disputes, 278. The new 
regime, 279. The Free State and Kruger, 98d! The break with Great Britain, 981. 
The Transy^, 282. British annexation 1877 A.D., 988. The first Boer War, 290. 



z 


CONTENTS 


rA«E 

Kruger and the Uitlander gnevanceb, 296 The Jameson raid and its consequences 
297 A characterisation of Kruger, 301 Tlie crisis of 1889, 301 The ultmuttUm 
303 Stages of the war, 304 The wai in Natal, 306 General Buller s amval. 306 
Lord Methuen's advance, 306 Stormberg and Magersfontein, 308 Colenso, 309 
Spion Kop 310 Belief of Kimberley and Battle of Paardeberg, 312 Belief of Lad} 
smith and capture of Bloemfontein, 312 Mafeking and Pretoria, 313 Guerilla war 
fare Kitcheners concentration policy, 314 The blockhouse system 316 The 
‘ drives,” 316 Peace, 317 Natal, 318 ^ ' 

CHAPTER III 

The History of Canada 321 

The discovei les, 321 The French regime, 322 The struggle for supremacy, 323 
Tht irr litary i cgimo the Pontiac conspiracy, 326 The Quebec Act and the Arnencan 
revolution 326 The loyalists 327 The Constitutional Act, 328 The straggle foi 
constitutional government, 331 The dispute in Upper Canada 333 Mackenzie and 
the Family Compact 334 The Lower Canada rising, 336 The i-evolt in Upper Can 
ada, 337 Lord Burham in Canadi 338 Tlie Union Act of 1840 339 The estab 
li8hn;»ent of responsible government 340 The Rebellion Losses Bill 341 Canadian 
confederation 341 The Northwest, 342 The Red River Rebellion 343 After con 
federation 34 '5 Newfoundland, 34G 

APPENDIX 

Documents Relating to British History 149 

I The Bull of Pope Adrian IV empowering Heiir} 1 1 to conquer Ireland 349 
II John b concession of England to the Pope, 350 III The Statute De Ri ligiosjs 
(Statute of Moitmain), 351 IV The ^Statute Quia Emptores, 3^ V Statult of 
Ijaboureis 353 VI Petition of Right, 366 VII Tlie Solemn League and Oov 
enant 157 VIII The Declaration of Breda, 360 IX The Bill of Rights, 861 
X TIh Act / f Settlement, 366 

Brief Referkncii Lisr of Authorities by Chapters 368 

A Genera I Bibliography of English History 369 


HISTOEY OF THE UNITED STATES 
BOOK I 

CHAPTER I 

The DxScoverers o^ America 397 

PrAiistoric conditions, 398 Antiquity and origin of man in America, 399 Did 
the Americans come fimm Asia ?, 400 Who discovered America ? The numerous 
claimants, 400. Tfie land of Fousang, 401 Icelandic sagas concerning the Irish 
discovery. Great Ireland, 402 The E 3 rrbyggja Saga concerning the Irish colony, 



ooimQrrs 


n 


403. Tlie Nomp diicorerie^ 404. The Se|ra of Vineland the Good (Oodex Flatoy* 
What credit is due to Columbus I 411. State of geofraphioal science ' 
the 8|ririt of maritime discovery, 413. The early life of Oolumb«a> 416. Wasbinir 
ton Iri'in^ H account of Columbus’ trials, 416. Columbus is duped by the i^rtiicfueiie 
court. 417. C<»lun>bu8 in Spain. 420. Columbus before the council of Salamanca, 421. 
Columbus the victim of Spanish procrastination, 424. Columbus turns his hack on 
the court, 426. Ctduinbus’ first voyage, 427 Columbus’ own account i»f his dis- 
covAfl', 436. The return of Columbus, 439. Irving^s picture of Oolumbus’ triumph, 
44(^ FuKlier voyages aufi death of Columbus, 146. 


CHAPTER n 

TifR Armt or Explorerk .... 462 

• 

The voyage of the Cabots, 464. Tlie Portuguese Cortereal, 457 French discov- 
eries V»*npu7.ano, 467 V’emwano’s own account of his voyage in 1624, 458 Other 
French explorers ; C’artier and Roberval, 463. The SiMiiiish explorers, 466 The dis 
putwl voyage of Vespucci, and tlie name “America." 466 CHherd^fiauisli explorers, 
467 The Portuguese Cahral discovers Brazil, 467. Further Spanish disc'ovoriw, 468 * 
Ponce de Leon iii Florida, 469, Later explomrs of tire coast, 471 Balboa aiscov 
eror of the Pacific, 471 Hernandez, Urijalva, Garay, Otmiez. and Narvaes, 474. 
Soto's march to the Mississippi, 476. An eye-witrtess on Roto's diuith (The Gtmtleman 
of Klvas), 481 The rt'turn of Soto’s companions, 484. The great march of 
Coronado, 486 Coronud<»'H own acc/Ouiit of his march, 486. Coronado continues 
hiR march, 49(» English explorations * FrobisheF s three voyages, 491 The diioS' 
ters of Sir Humphrey Gilbijrt, 406. Dutch explorera : Hudson's discoverioe, 497. 


CHAPTER in 

The IiTDiANS ... 602 

« 

The Indian not becoming extinct, 603 The Indian iw a mihlitry genius, 604. 
Indian cruelty and uhite cruelty, 504 Tli\\uites on the Indian tnlresand their num- 
bers, 606 Francis Parkinan’s account of the Indian life tuid chiiracter, 609 The 
Algunqiiin family, 518. Theodore Roosevelt on Indian warfare and cruel^, 526 


CHAPTER IV 

The First Colonies .... .531 

• 

R G Tliwaites on the physical characteristics of North America, 632. H. H. 
Bancroft on Spanish administration: Tlie Pepartimiento system, 686. An eye- 
witness' account of Sjianisli cruelties to the natives (Tas Casas), •641. The cxillision 
of Spanish colonists with BVench in Florida, 647. *H. H. Bancroft's accou^ 4jf tlvE 
Sjianisli in New Mexico, 552. Cartier at Montreal, 553. CHiaii^lain' NewFranoe, 
Acadia, 664. Raleigh’s attempts at English colon iaatidh, n 667 The lout colony of 
Roaaoke, 658. George Bancroft’s estimate oP Raleigh, 563. Voyages of Gosnold 
and Pring, 564. 



zii 


CONTENTS 


CHAPTER V 


Vkaa 

Virginia and Maryland to the Restoration (1606-1660 a.d.) 667 

r 

The London Company settles Virginia at Jamestown, 668. Captain John Smithes 
own account of the landing at Jamestown, 570. Elarly jealousies, 671. Wingfield, 
the first president's account of early privations, 672. Captain John Smith's adven- 
tures, 673. Tlie traditional Pocahontas, 674. John Smith as president, 676, The 
second charter of Virginia, 677. The starving time; Dale's administration, 678. 
Gates, Argali, and Yeardlcy : the first assembly, 679. British convicts as American 
pioneers, 582. The first negro slaves, 684. Southampton treasure ; the general 
assembly, 685. The Indian massacre, 586. The Virginia Company dissolved by 
James I, 688. Popularity of Yeardley and the impeachment of Harvey, 689. Gover- 
norsh^ of Berkeley, 592. Sympathy for Charles I, 594. Virginia capitulates to the 
commonwealth, 596. The colonisation of Maryland. 598. George Bancroft on the 
civil and religious liberties of Maryland, 603. Maryland under the Long Parliament 
and the commonwealth, 605. 


CHAPTER VI 

The Founding of New England (1607-1636 a.d.) . 609 

Early failures in colonisation : the Plymouth (Ik>mpauy, 609. John Smith's 
explorations, 611. Dermer's vGyage, 613. The Great Patent for New England, 613. 
The Puritans and the Separatists in England, 614. The Pilgrims and the church at 
Scrooby, 616. Governor Bradford's account of the Pilgrims' voyage to Holland, 619. 
The Pilgrims in Holland, 621. The emigration to America, 622. Governor Brad- 
ford s account of the Mayflower's arrival, 626. The compact and the landing at 
Plymouth, 627. Relations With the Indiaos, 629. Colonisation of Maine and New 
Hampshire, 636. The colony of Massachusetts Bay, 639. Encjjcott's arrival, 640. 
Bancroft on the charter and first settlers of Massachusetts, 041. Transfer of the 
charter to Massachusetts, 643. The emigration with John Winthrop, 644. The gov- 
ernorship of Winthrop, 646. Bancroft on Puritan questions and influence, 648. 
Free schools '/Harvard College, 648. 

Brief Reference-List of Authorities by Chapters 662 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


VOLUME XXII 


FAOa 


CfharleB Knight 

Ft'onhM/neee 

Indian Chief 

21 

Kutab Mmar, Old Delhi 

24 

lomb of ALbar at Secundra 

27 

Sentinel God Sira 

TO 

Taj Mahal, Agra 


Indian Cannon 

30 

An Image of Buddlia 

A2 

Hall of Public Audience, Delhi 

09 

State Elephant at Benares 

74 

Indian Weapons 

81 

Warren Hastings 

83 

Buddhist Tope in Benares 

00 

Tipu Sahib 

113 

Fort at Agra 

128 

Detail of Temple, Madura 

137 

Alarod deen Gate ns ay, Delhi 

147 

Interior of the Celebrated Temple at Baifeswarara 

IW 

Temple and Royal Sepulchre at Madum 

153 

Carved Pagoda at Rangoon, Burma 

100 

Indian Pipe 

l(.i 

Indian Soldier 

HJ5 

Great Arch and Iron Column, Old Delhi 

172 

Sir Henry Havelock 

183 

Relief of Lucknow 

twrinq iV) 

Rosideuvy, Lucknow 

101 

Cohn Campliell 

lA 

Lucknow Entrance Gate, Sikandra Bagh 

201 

Indian Jar 

203 

Indian Snake Charmer 

204 

The Pnnce of Wales (now H M King Ldwaid VII) in^ndia 

Factwj jHwm 206 

Lord Roberts 

• 200 

College at Jeypore 

214 

Temple of Hathismh at Ahmedabad 

222 

William Dampier 

235 

The Museum, tkillege Street, Sydney 

2& 


Zlll 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


xiv 


OoTemment House, Sydney 

St Mary s Cathedral and Hyde Park, Sydney 

George Street, Sydney 

Post OfiSAe and Town Hall, Adelaide 

Grammar School, Melbourne 

Public Library, Melbourne 

Bourke Street, Melbourne 

Post Office, Sydney 

Tames Cook 

Lighthouse on the C oast of New South Wales 
The Cavalry Charge at the Battle of Rlandslaagte 

His Majesty King Edward VII distributing the War Medals to tin 
South African Volunteers 
Citad^ of Quebec ft om the Terrac e 
Kent Gate, Quebec 
Sous le Cap, Quebec 
Parliament Building, Ottawa 
St Louis Gat< , Qffebec 
Sir Jehn Alexander Macdonald 
Spanish Explui et 

Isabella odeniig to pledge her Jewels to aid Columbus 

Columbus received by Ferdinand and IsabeUa on his Return 

Indian Canoe 

Sebastian C^abot 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert 

A Sioux Indian 

An Indian Chief 

A Moqui Squaw 

New Amsterdam 

Sir Walter I^leigli 

Landing of Calvei t 

John Smith 

Cecil Calvcit 

Roger Williams 

rending ^f the Pilgrims in America 
The Return of the Mayflower 
Edward Winslow 

Pilgrim Exiles watching for the Arrival of the Provision Ship 
Oraddock Old Fort, Medford 
John WiUthrop 

Map — King James s Grants, etc 


PAQS 

230 

^41 

243 

245 

248 

248 

254 

256 

260 

263 

rxiing page 306 

316 

329 

331 

313 

’ a 

U2 

414 

Facing patje 426 
„ 444 

451 
456 
4% 
500 
524 
528 
631 
559 
5(7 
574 
598 
609 

Vacniq page 626 
6K) 
633 

r icing page 634 
638 
644 

Facing page 654 



PART XXII 


THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


BOOK VII. BRITISH INDIA; BOOK VIII. THE COUINIAI. WORLD 


UASF.D CHTIBFLT TPOX THE POLI.OWISO Al'THOHITIKS 

SIR ARrHIBALD ALISON, SIR JOHN G. BOURINOT, REV. Q. BRYCE, SIR AUCKLAND 
COLVIN, W. CKOOKK, LORD KLPHINSTONE, J. F. V. FITZGERALD. J. O. GRCY, 

M R OUBRINS, A. I. HILLIER J. A. HOBSON, SIR WILLIAM W. HUNTER, 

L JAMES. (1. LE BON. SIR ALFRED C. LYALL, LORD MACAULAY. O. B. MALLE4JON, 
J. MILL, SIR WILLIAM K. P. NAPlER, R ORMK, U>RD STANHOPE, 

SIR SPKN('KR WALPOLE, H. H. WILSON 


TOGKTHI.K WITH 

A REVIEW THE EMPIRE, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENX'E 
TO THE COLONIAL WORLD 

MY 

L^VDV LUOARD 


WITH ADDITIONAL CIlATlONH FRpM 

ABUL FAZL, R ACTON, 1. h. AMERY, J, F.. BRIGHT, LQ^ BROUG^IAM, W. 8. 
(’HUR( HILL, SIR JOHN A. C<.K KBURN, T. A COGHLAN. K. CORBYN, J. S. 
rolTON J. M. CURRAN, C, DK WET, SIR CHARLES DILKE, SIR ARTHUR 
CONAN DOVLE, J. EVELYN, GHOLAM HOSSEIN, SIR FREDERICK J. 
GOLDSMID, llAJI MUSTAPHA, W. HARCUS, BISHOP HEBEIs 
T. R. E. HOLMES, K JOHNSTON, SIR JOHN W. KAYE, A. H. KEANE^ H. G 
KEENE, C. KNIGHT, H. M. LAWRENCE, O. C. LEVEY, J. McCARTHY. 
LIEUT. MACDOWELL, C. MACFAULANE, R. MACLAGAN, J. MALCOLM, 

H MARTINEAU, MOHAMMED KAZIM FERISHTA, Q. R. I'ABKIN, 
1‘ARLIAMKNTARY HISTORY, E. PEACH, 8. PURCHA8, QUARTERLY REVIEW, 

\N I* REEVFJI, C. G. D. ROBERTS, LORD ROBERTS, LADY SALE, R. SEARS, 

T STRACHEY, R. STRACHEY, J. B. TAVERNIER, T. THOMl*SON, 

M. THOMSON, L. J. TROTTER, A. M, TULLOCH, J. W. TURNBULL, A. R. WALLACE, 
G. WEBER, DUKE OF WELLINGTON, AVILLIAM OF MALMESBURY, 

C. WYTFLIET 




INTRODUCTION 


A REVIEW OF THE ^MPIRB, WITH PARTICULAR REFEREffCK 
TO THE COLONIAL WORLD* 

Br LADY LUOARD 

The land surface of the earth is estimaterl to extend over about 52,50(^000 
square miles. Of this area the British Empire occupies nearly onoKiuarter, 
extending over an area of about 12,(X)0,(XX) scjuaro miles. By far the greaU*r 
portion lies within the temperate zones, and is suitable for white settlement. 
The notable exceptions are the southern half of India and Bum^a, East, We.st, 
and CJentral Africa; the West Indian Colonies; the northern portion of Aus- 
tralia; New Guinea, British Borneo, and that portion of North America which 
extends into Aix'tic regions. The an^a of the territory of the empire w 
divideii alinast equally between the southern and the northern hemispheres, 
the great divisions of Australasia and South Africa covering between them in 
tiif* southern hemisphere 5,308,506 square miles, while the United Kingdom, 
C'anada, and India, including the native states, cover lietween them in^the 
northern hemisphere 5,271,375 square miles. Tne alU^mation of the seasons 
is thus complete, one-half of the empire eBjoying summer, while one-half is in 
wanter. The division of territory lietween the eastern and western hemi- 
spheres is leas equal, Canada occupying alone in the western hemisphere 
3,653,946 sejuare miles, while Australasia, South Afriea, India, and the United 
Kingdom occupy together in the eastern hemisphere 6,925,975 square miles. 
As a rnatUT of fact, however, the ea.sterii portions of Australasia border so 
nearly upon tlie western hemisphere that the distrihutibn of day and night 
throughout the empire is, like the altematioas of the si».a.sons, almost complete, 
one-half enjoying dayliglit, while the other half Is in tiarkness. These alter- 
nations of time and of seasons, combined with the variety of soils and climates, 
are calculated to have an increasingly important effect upon the materifil ami 
industrial, as well as upon the social and |>olitical developments of the empire. 
Tliis will become evident in considering the industrial productions of the 
different divisions, and the harvest seasons which permit tne summer produ(j<? 
of one portion of the empire to supply the winter requirements of its other 
markets, and conversely. 

The empire contains or is bounded by some of the highest mountaias, the 
greatest lakes, and the most important rivers of the world. Its climates may 
be said to include all the known climates of the world; its soils are no less 
various. In the prairies of central Canada it possesses some of«the most valu- 
able wheat-producing land; in the grass lands of*the interior of Australia the 
best pasture country ; and in the uplands of South Africa thi most vah&ble 
gold and diamond-bearing beds which exist. The UniUdJKingdom at present 
produces more coal than any other single country except 'the •United States 

» r ' Reproduced, by permission, from tbe new yolmnes of tbe Bn^dopadia BrUanmica, 
London and Neif York, 1909. Copyright, 1902, by The Engydopmdia Bittannics Co.] 

B. w. — Tou xxn. B X 
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(which exceeded the British output in 1900). The effect of climate through- 
out the empire in modifying the type of the Anglo-Saxon race has as^yet 
received only partial attention, and conclusions regjarding it are of a somewhat 
empirfo nature. The general tendency in Canada is held to be towards some- 
what smaller size, and a hardy active habit; in Australia to a tall, slight, pale 
development locaJly known as “comstalkers,'' characterised by considerable 
nervous and intellectual activity. In New Zealand the type preserves almost 
exactly the characteristics of the British Isles. The South Africa^^ both 
Dutch afld British, is readily recognised by an apparently sun-dried, lank, and 
hard habit of body. In the tropical possessions of the empire where white 
^ttlement does not take place to any considerable extent the individual alone 
is affected. The type undergoes no modification. It is to be observed, in 
reference to this interesting aspect of imperial development, that the multi- 
plication and cheapening of channels of communication and means of travel 
thrqiighout the empire will tend to modify the future accentuation of race 
difference, while the variety of elements in the vast area occupied should have 
an important, though as yet not scientifically traced, effect upon the British 
imperial type. 

/ POPULATION OF THE EMPIRE 

'The white population of the empire reaches a total of upwards of 52,000,000 
or about ope-eighth of its entire population, which, including native races, is 
estimated at something over 4^,000,000. The white population includes 
some French, Dutch, and Spanish peoples, but is mainly of Anglo-Saxon race. 
It is distributed roughly as follows: 


United Kingdom and Ireland . 
Australia ' .... 

. . . . 

. . . . 

41.454,678 

4,600.000 

Canada — French 

English ... 


1.460.006 
. 8,800,000 


6,200,000 

Africa — Dutch > 

British f * • * 

• • • • ; 

. 

£000,000 

India 

. . • . 

*» 

100.000 

West Indies and Bermuda 

. 


100,000 




62.454,578 


These figures' must be taken only^as approximate. In some cases census 
details are out of date, and official estimates have been accepted. 

.Tht native population of the empire includes types of the principal black, 
yellow, and brown races, classing with these the high-type races of the East, 
which may almost be called white. It is distributed as follows: 


India 


British Provinces 
Native States 
British Tracts 


I Mainly high type, 
f brown 


231,085.182 

68,181.569 

607,710 


294.874 411 

'Bie population of India is divided into 118 groups^ on the basis of language. 
These may, hovevej, be collected into twelve principal groups as follows: 


Aiyo^Indic 

Dravidian 

Eolarlan 


Ehasi 

Tibeto-Bunnan 
Mon Annam 
Shan 


Sinitic 

Aryo-Iranic 

Semitic 

Az^o-Eoropean 



TBB OQSiOllUL WOBLD 


Colmim 


OwWi IMi type, bmwn tad mixed 
eumtti BetOemeate— Blown end mixed 

Chlaeae yellow 

HoDg-KoB^—OiiiMee yellow ... 

Dfown 

Koftb Boiaeo— Mixed brown .... 

• • e 

*«!« 

9M.OOO 
tll.OOO 
1.901 
* 900.000 



4,980^074 


Of the wious races which inhabit these Eastern d^ndencics the mcist 
^important are the 2,000,000 Sinhalese and the 750,000 Tamil that make up 
the population of Ceylon. *Tho rest is made up of Mala>'s, Chinese (in the 
Straits Settlements and Hong-Kong), Dyaks, Eurasians, and others. 


Wesi Indies 


The West Indies, including the oontinental colonies of British Guiana and 
Honduras, and seventeen islands or groups of islands, have a total coloured 
population of a^ut 1,000,000. The colonies of this group which have the 
laigcst coloured populations are: 


Janulea— riiieflT black . hohm brown and jellow ... 095,000 

Trinldad—Black and brown .... 944*000 

Britiab Gaiana^Black and brown .... ... 970.000 


1.180,000 


The populations of the West Indies are very various, being made up hugely 
of imported Afncan negroes. In Jamaica tliese contribute four-fifths of the 
population There are also in the islands a considerable number of imporU^ 
East Indian coolies and spine Chinese. The Aboriginal racf*8 include American 
Indians of the mainland and Caribs. With these there has Unm mtermuture 
of Spanish and Portuguese blood, and many mixed tjyes have appeared. 
The total P^uropoan population of this group of colonics amounts to upwards 
of 80,000, to which 15,000 on account of Bermuda may be added. 


A/nco 

cL..fl7u«k \ : : : : 


6.000. 11bo 

8.000. 000 


The aboriginal races of South Africa were the Hottentots and Bushmen. 
The Hottentots are a yellow-skinned race with crisp light hair. The Bush- 
men, who appear to have been a lower order of the same race, are believed to 
be the aboriginal type of the Abatwa or pigmy race of Central Africa. «Both 
these races are rapidly diminishing in nui^rs, and in British South Africa 
it is expected that they will in the course of the twentieth century become 
extinct. Besides these primitive races there are the dark-skinned negroids 
of Bantu stock, commonly known in their tribfll groups as Kaffirs, Zulus, 
Makalakas, Bechuanas, and Damaras, which are again subdiv^d into ntuiy 
lesser groups. The Bantu compose the greater pari of 41^ nauve population. 
There are also in South Africa Mala3r8 and Indians and o^ers, ^o during the 
l^t two hundred years have been introduced from Java, Cevlon, Madagascar. 
Mozambique, ^d British India, and by intermarriage witli each other and# 
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with the natives have produced a hybrid population ^neraUy classed together 
under the heading of the Mixed Ra^. These are of all colours, Vbr3rin^rom 
yellow to dark brown. The tribes of Central Africa are as yet less Imown. 
Many of them exhibit racial characteristics allied to those of the tribes of South 
Africa, but with in some cases an admixture of Arab blood. 




East Africa 


r * “ 

Protectorate — Black and brown • 

Zanzibar— Black and brown 
Uganda— Estimated in 1S96 

f Natives 

1 Asiatics 

r • 

. 2,486.000 

16,000 
250,000 

. 8,800,000 



West Africa 


6,560,000 

^Nigeria — Black and brown — Estimated in 1900 . 


. 85,000,000 

Lagos ■] 

Gold Coast 1 
Sierra Leone I 
Gambia J 

Chiefly J . 

^ black j . 



8,000,000 

1,600,000 

260,000 

14,000 





4,774,000 


From east to west across Africa the aboriginal nations are mostly of the 
black negroid type, their varieties being only imperfectly known. The tend- 
ency of some of the lower negroid types has been to drift towards the west 
coast, where they still practise cannibalistic and fetish rites. On the east 
coist are found much higher types approaching to the Christian races of 
Abyssinia, and from east to west there has been a wide admixture of Arab 
blood producing a light brown type. In Uganda and Nigeria a large proper-^ 
tion of the population is Arab and relatively light-skinned. 

Australasia 


Australia — Black, very low type 200,000 

Gliinese and lialf castes, yellow 60,000 

New ^aland— Maop^s, brown ... 40,000 

Fiji— Polynesian, black and brown 121,700 

New Guinea — Polynesian, black and brown 250,000 


061,700 

Tke native races of Australia and the Polynesian groups of islands are 
divided into main types known as the dark and light Polynesian. The dark 
type, which is black, is of a very low order, and in some of the islands still 
•retains its cannibal habits. The aboriginal tribes of Australia are of a low- 
class black tribe, but generally peaceful and inoffensive in their habits. The 
« white Polynesian races are of a very superior type, ^d exhibit, as in the Maoris 
of New Zealand, characteristics of a hi^ order. Tme natives of New Guinea 
are in a very low state of civilisation, ^e estimate given of their numbers is 
approximate, as no census has been taken. 


Canada 

Indimns— Brown .« 100,000 

t 

The only coloured native races of Canada are the Red Indians, many in 
• tribal variety, but few in numbers. * 



THfi OOLOHUL WORLD 


Su$Hmairy 


Natitb PorcLATio58 OF PwiiarAi. Dmsioirt or 


O7I0B and Easteni Ccdoiikn 
Indies 
Boath Africa 

Oentral Afnca 
ia^Africa 

Wset Africa f 

AnetTalasia and Islands 

Canada 


White |iopulations 

Giving a total of . 


iM,«r4!Ui 

1.680*060 

5.000. 000 

8.000. 000 
6.860.000 

40.000.600 

661.000 

100.006 


886,184.880 

88,404,578 


. 406.068.968 


This is without taking into account the population of tlie lesser crown colonies 
or allowing for the incr(‘ase likely to lie show'ii by a later census. Throughout 
the empire, and notably in the United Kingdom, there is among the white races 
n considerable sprinkling of Jewish blood. 

The latest calculation of the entire population of the world, including a 
liberal estimate of 650,000,000 for pt'oples not brought under any c(»n*8W, 
gives a total of something over 1,500.000,000. The |K)pulation of the empire 
may therefore Ih‘ ealciilated ah amounting to 8onM*thing more than one-fourth 
of the population of the w’orld. 


DIVISIONS AND GROWTH OF THE EMPIRE 

It is a matter of first importance in the geographical distribution of the 
('inpire that the five piiiicipi divisions, the uniteef Kingdom, South Africa, 
India, Australia, and Uuiiada, are separated from each (»ther by the three 
gn*at oceans of the world. Thie distance as usually caleulait'd in nauticjil 
miles- from an Imglish port to the Cape of Good Hope is 5,840 miles; from 
tlie Cape of Ocxxl ilofie to Bombay is 4,610; from Bombay to Mi^lboume is 
5,6^10, from M«‘llK)urne to Auckland Is 1,830; from Auckland to Vancouver 
6,210, from Halifax to Liverpool is 2,744. From a British port direct to 
Bombay by way of the Mediterranean it is 6,272; from a British jxirt by the 
same route to Sydney 11,548 miles. Tliese gn*at disturices have necessitated 
the acquisition of intennediate ports suitable for coaling stations on tHe trade 
routes, and have delermined the position of many of the lesser crown colonies, 
which are held simply for military and commercial purpnst^s Such are the 
iitTinudas, Gibraltar, Malta, Aden, Ceylon, the Htrait\Settlement8, Labuan, 
Hong-Kong, w'hich complete the chain of connection on the eastern route, 
and such on other rout^ are the lesser West African stations — Ascensiori^ 
St. Helena, the Mauritius, and Seychelles, the P^alklands, Tristan d'Aeunha, 
and the groups of tlie western Pacific. Some of the latest annexations of 
the British Empire liave been rocky islets of the northern Pacific required for 
the purpose of telegraph stations in connectionjvith an aU-BHtish cable. 

For puriK)s(»s of political administration the empire fajj^ into thc^threc 
sections of the Unitea Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, iwith the depend- 
encies of the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man ; ft^Indign Empire, con- 
sisting of British India and the feudatory ^native states; and the colonial 
empire, comprising all other colonies and dependencies. 
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« 

In the modem sense of extension beyond the limits of the United iOnxdom 
the growth of the empire ie of comparatively recent date. The Channel Isl^ds 
became British as a part of the Norman inheritance of William the Uon- 
quero^. The Isle of Man, which was for a short time held in conquest by 
Edward I and restored, was sold by its titular sovereign to Sir W^iam Scroop, 
earl of Wiltshire, in the year 1393, and by his subs^uent attainder for hi^ 
treason and the confiscation of his estates, became a fief of the English crown. 
It was wanted by Henry IV to the earls of Stanley, and held by thej^ and 
their collateral descendants until the sovereignty s^id revenues of thfe i»and 
were ^nally surrendered to the crown in 1765. With these exceptions and 
the nomine possession taken of Newfoundland by Sir Humphrey Gilbert in 
1583, all the territorial acquisitions of the empire have been made in the seven- 
t^nth, eighteenth and nmetcenth centuries. 

The foUowing list of British colonies and dependencies shows the date and 
manner of their acquisition: 

f C* 

Nuu Date Method of Aoqnlaltloii 

Newfonndlaad 1688 Possesaion taken by Sir H. Ollbeit for the crown. 


Seventeenth Century 


St. Helena . 

• 

• 

1600 

Captured. Settled by East India Comnany, 1661. 
Government vested in British ciown^SSS. 

Barbadoes . 



1605* 

Settlement. 

Bermndae 



1600 


Prince Edward Island 



1626 

» ) 

Nova Scotia . 



1626 

t, >■ Ceded to France 1682 ; recovered 1718. 

New cBruns wick . 



1626 

St. Christopher . 
Nevis . 



1623 

1628 

** ^ Ceded to France ; recovered 1718. 

Bahamas 



1620 


<lambia 



1681 

„ A second time in 1817. 

Antigua 



1682 


Leeward Islands . 



1682 


Jamaica 



1665 

Conquered. 

Gk>ld Coast . 



* 1661 

Settlement. 

N.-W. Territories of Canada 

1670 

Settlement under royal charter of Hudson Bay Com- 
Purchased 1860, and transferred to Canada 








Eighteenth Century 

Name 



Date 

Method of Acqolaltion 

II 



1704 

1750-1700 

Capitulation. 

ff 

Qnebeo 



1750-1700 

99 

Dominica 



1768 

9f 

St. Vincent . 



1768 


'Grenada 



• 1768 

- 

Windward Islands 



1768 


7obago 



1763 

Settlement. 

Treaty. * 

Falkland Islands . 



1765 

Hondurah 



1788-1786 

Sierra Leone 



1787 

Settlement. 

N. S. Wales 



1788 

Capitulation. 

Ceylon . 



1705 

Trinidad 



17^7 

99 




Nineteeji^k Century 

Blalta . . / 

British Guiana 

j • 


1800 ( 

Capitulation. 

P9 

, 


1808 

St. Lucia . 

. 

• 

1808 

99 



TBM OBSmOt WOUD 


tfwMtand CtHtury {(Mlmtit 


. • • • 

OftM of Oood Hopo . 

SapoUlM . . . 

MmiWu 

AmohsIoii and Triilaa d A 
canba 

AnatnUa 
Sootn Aaatialia 
New Zealand 
Hottg-Kong . 

Lalnutti 

Tarka and Caicos lalands 
Victoria 

British Colombia . 


iMi 

18QB 


laot 

1810 

1810 


18f0 

1886 
e 1840 
1848>1861 
1844 
1846 
1848 
IHRl 
1868 


Straits Settlemeota 1868 


Qoeanslaod 

Lagoe 

Manitoba , . 

Fill 

West Pacific lalanda, inrlud. 
ing Union, QUioe, Gilbert 
Southern SmoBon, and 
other groups 


1850 

1861 

1870 

1874 

1877 


CVprui 

North Borneo 

1878 

1881 

Niger Coast or S Nigeria 
Brltiah New Guinea 

1884 

1884 

BachuanaUnd 

1S6I 

Nigeria 

1886 


Somaliland 

X887 

Sarawak 

1888 

Brunei 

1888 

British East Africa 

}886 . 

Khodeeia 

\m 

British Centra] Africa 

1891 

federated Malay States 

1874-1896 

Uganda 

1894 1890 

Pacific Islands — Christmas, 
Fanning, Penrhyo, 6u 
warrow 

1898 

W'ei hai Wei 

1896 

Orange River Colony 

1900 

Tran«>vaal . 

1900 


OapHolaitiCB. 


MlUtaifjr ooenpation. 

Bettlement. 

Settlement and trsatr 

Treattoa. Kowloon on the mainland addaf la 1861. 

Bj separation from Gape 

C'oarioa. 

Separation from Bahamaa. 

Separation from N S Wales 

Bettlement under Hudson BajGompaay Tranaferred 
to crown 1869 Entered Oanadtan Onafadatation 
1871 ^ _ 

Vested In crown hy SaB India CompiBy. •Trana 
ferred fmm Indian to colonial pnaangrinfia, 1817. 

Bj aeparation from N 8 Wales. 

C'emlon. 

By aeparation from W.-W Tartilefy. 

Ceaaion * 

By intematloniU agreement High oommiaaion created 
by order in council, giving jurladietion over hUaada 
not ix^eladad In other eolonla) governments nor 
within Jnriadiotion of ot^er civilised powere Tonga 
and Cock Islands annexed to New Zealand 1900 

Occupied by treaty 

Treaty and Mttlement under royal charter. 

Paotectorate daolared. 


Treat> , conquest, and settlement under royal eharter 
Traaaferr^ to crown inoorporatod with Niger 
** Coast Protectorate and divided into N and 8. 

Nigeria, 1900 
Proteetwate declared 

r ’• 

Treaty, conquest, and settlement undgr royal charter. 

TruaferrM to rrDwn*lH96. 

Tre^y, conquest, and settlement under royal charter. 
Prote^rate declared. 

Treatv. 

Protewirate declared 

Annexed for purposoa of projected Paeifi| cable. 


Lease from China. 

Annexation 

Annexation 


In the Pacific there are, in addition to the possessions already ngentioned, 
Bauman Islands, Bakir laltnd, Bell Cay, Bird Island, Bramble Cay, Caroline 
Island, Cato Island, Coral Island and Il^doBa, Danger Island, Diicie Idand, 
Flmt Island, Howland Island, Humphrey Island, Jarvis Island, Lihow Island, 
Little Scrub Island, Malden Island, Manihikifslands, Nassau Island, Palmer -^ 
ston Island, Pa]m3rra Is^d, Phoenix group of Islands, Pit%urn Island, Purdjr 
group, Raine Island, Rierson Island^Jlo^ewein ^lAita Island, Star- 

buck Island, Surp^ Island, Teinhoven bland, vStoe, HMkshington or New 
York Island, Willis group, Wreck Reef, Macquarie T plnnrf^ Rotuma Island, 
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and iidands adjacent to British New Guinea. Among the dependencies of 
New Zealand snould be mentioned the Kermadec Islands. 

In the Indian Ocean there are, besides the colonies already mentioned, 
Seychelles, Rodrigues, the Chagos Islands, St. Brandon Islancis, Amirante 
Islands, ^dabra and some other small mup)8. There are also the Kuria- 
Muria Islands, the Maidive Islands, and the Ashmore Islands. 

In America there is all land which lies to the north of the Canadian prov- 
inces, with the exception of the United States territory of Alaska and its 
dependencies. 

The Indian section of the empire was acquired during the same three cen- 
turies under a royal charter granted to the East India Company by Queen 
Elizabeth in 1600. It was transferred to the imperial government in 1858, 
and Queen Victoria was proclaimed empress under the Royal Titles Act in 
1877. The following list gives the dates and methods of acquisition of the 
centres of the main divisions of the Indian Empire. They have, in most 
instances, grown by general process of extension to their present dimensions. 

The nine provinces are: 


Name Date Method of Acqulaition 

Madras .... 1689-1748 Bjr treaty and Bubsequent conquest. Fort St. 

, George, the foundation of Madras, was the first 

territorial poBsession of the East India Company in 
India. It was acquired by treaty with its Indian 
ruler. Madras wan raised into a presidency in 1683 ; 
ceded to France 1746 ; recovered 1748. 

Bombay .... 1608-1686 Treaty and cession. Trade first established 1608. 

Ceded to British crown by Portugal 1661. Trans- 
ferred to East India Company 1668. Presidency 
^ removed from Surat 1685. 

Bengal .... 1638-1765 Treaty and subsequent conquests. First trade settle- 

ment established by treaty at Pipli in Orissa 1638. 
Erected into presidency by separation from Madras 
1681 . Virtual sovereignty announced by East India 
Company, as results of conquests of Clive, 1766. 

N.-W. Provinces and Oudh 1704-1856 By conquests and treaty, of which tl#t principal 

dates were 1801-8-14-16. In 1882 the nominal 
sovereignty of Delhi, till then retained by the ^at 
Mughal, was resigned into the hands of the East 
India Company. Oudh, of which the conquest 
^ < may be said to have ^gun with the battle of 

Baxar in 1768, was finally annexed in 1866. It 
was attached as a commissionership to the N.-W. 
Provinces in 1879. 

Central Provinces . 1602-1817 By conquest and treaty. 

Assam .... 1825-1826 Conquest and cession. 

Burmah . 1824-1652 Conquest and cession. 

Punjab .... 1849 Conquest and annexation. Made into distinct prov- 

ince 1859. 

N.-‘)V. Frontier Province . 1901 Subdivision. 


The senior commissionerships are : 

Ajmere an^Merwara . . 1818 By conquest and cession. 

Coorg 1834 Conquest and annexation. 

British Baluchistan 1841-1876 Conquest and treaty. 

Andaman Islands . 1858 Annexation 

( 

The following is a list of th^ principal Indian states or agencies which are 
more of less undei( the control of the British government: 

Hyderabad Kashmir 

Buoda Sikkim 

Mysore Shan States 



THS OOLDMIAL WOSLO 


Udsipor 

Jti^pntaaa Blatw, tnclading 

SMpar 

Jodkpar 


Alwar 

BUumt 


Jhalawar 

Jaipur (and fsndatorias) 

Toak 

Bbartpar 

Central Indian States, Including 

Kotah 

Indore 

Bhopal 

Kewa 

Bombaj Statea. Including 

tiw^ior 

Cutcb 

Khairpur (Sind) 

Kolhapur (si)^ dependencies) 

Madras Sutes. Ineludioff 

Travancorp 

Central Pmrinoea States 
Rantar 

Bengal States 

Cochin 

Couch Bebar 


Hill Tipperah 


N.-W. Provinces States, including 

llampur 

Punjab States, tnchidiag 

Qarbwa] 

Patiala 

Blnnnr (Nsban) 

Baltawulpur 


Maler KuUa 

Jlnd 


Fandkot • 

Nabha 


('hamba 

Kapn rthala 


Suket 

Mandi 


Kalsia 


In addition to these there an* Britisli tracts known as the VptxT Burma 
frontier and the Burma frontier. There is also a sphere of Britisn iuHuenc(* 
in the border of AfgiianLstun. Tlie state of Nepal, though independent, lias 
l)een since the campaign (»f 1K14-15 in close n*lations with Great Britain. 
All these native staU’s liave come into relative (lf‘jK‘ndcncy ujK)n (ireat Britain 
as a r(*sult ol conquest or of treat v conse(|uent upon the anneTcation of the 
neighbouring provmc<‘8. The settlement of Aden, with its de|K*ndencie8 of 
J\*rim and ScK'otra Jsiand, fonn.s part of the governmcuit of Itornbay. 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE EMFIRE 


Tflis va.st congeries of states, widely different in characb*r, and acquired 
by many different metluKls, holds together undi»r the supreme headship of the 
crown on a generally acknowledged triple jirinciple of self-goveninient, self- 
support, and self-defence. The principle is more fully apf)lu*d in some parts 
of the empire than in otliers, there are some parte which have not yett^reached 
their full political evolution; wmie others in ^hich the finnciple is temfX)- 
rarily or for .s[H*cial reaso^ in abeyance; others, again — chiefly those of very 
small extent, which are neld for pur[)oses of the defence or advantage of tfie 
whol(‘ to which it is not applicable; but the principle is generally acknowl- 
edged the structural basis upon which the constitution of the enmire exists. 

In its relation to the empire the home w*ction of the British lalts is dis- 
tinpuished from the others as the jilaee of origin of the British race and the 
residence of the crown. The history and constitutional development of this 
portion of the empire will be found fully treated under separate headings. 

The total revenue, expenditure, and tradfe of the home section joif the 
empire m 1900 were as follows: 


Kevenae 

Expenditare 

Imports 

Exports 


*.^£119,889,905 
' 188!m.990 
668.145,659 
887,629,688 
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It is enough to say that for purposes of administration the Indian Empire 
is divided into nine great provinces (of which the ninth, the N.-W., Frontier, 
was proclaimed in 1901) and four minor commissionerships. The nine gf^t 
provmces are presided over by two governors (Bombay and Madras), four 
lieutedmt-govemors (Bengal, North-West Provinces, the Punjab, and Burma) 
and three chief commissioners (Assam, the Central Provinces, and the N.-W. 
Frontier Province). The four minor commissionerships are presided over 
each by a chief commissioner. Above these the supreme executive authority 
in India is vested in the viceroy in council. The council consists of fivfe ordi- 
nary members besides the existing commander-in-chief. For legislative pur- 
poses the governor-generars council is increased by the addition of sixteen 
members nominated by the crown, and has power under certain restrictions 
to make laws for British India, for British subjects in the native states, and 
for native Indian subjects of the crown in any part of the world. The admin- 
istration of the Indian Empire in England is carried on by a secretary of state 
for India assisted by a council of not less than ten members. The expenditure 
of the revenues is under the control of the secretary in council. 

The total revenue, expenditure, and trade of India for 1900 were as follows: 


Revenve 

Expenditure 

Importu 

Exports 


£ 67 , 617,800 

04 , 076,020 

64 , 185,440 

78 , 646,600 


The colonial empire — exclusive of the Transvaal and Orange River 
colonies — comprises forty- three district governments. It is divided into 
colonies of three classes and dependencies; these, again, are in some instances 
associated for administrative purposes in federated groups. The three classes 
of colonies are crown colonies, colonies possessing representative institutions 
but not responsible government, and colonies possessing representative insti- 
tutions and responsible government. In crown colonies the crown iias entire 
control of legislation, and the public officers are under the control oi the home 
government. In representative colonies the crown has only a veto on legis- 
lation, but the home government retains control of the public officers. In 
responsible colonies the crgwn retains a veto upon legislation, but the home 
government has no control of any public officer except the governor. 

In crown colonies — with the exception of Gibraltar and St. Helena, where 
laws may be made by the governor alone — laws are made by the governor 
with th^ concurrence of a council nominated by the crown. In some crown 
colonies, chiefly those acquired by conquest or cession, the authority of this 
council rests wholly on the crown; in others, chiefly those acquired by settle- 
ment, the council is created by the crown under the authority of local or 
imperial laws. The crown council of Ceylon may be cited as an example of 
the first kind, and the crown council of Jamaica of the second. 

In colonies possessing representative institutions without responsible gov- 
ernment, the crown caimot (generally) legislate by order in council, and mws 
are made by the governor with the concurrence of the legislative body or 
bodies, one at least of these bodies in cases where a second chamber exists 
possessing a prei)onderance of. elected representatives. The Bahamas, Bar- 
badoer^ and BemtAida have two legislative bodies — one elected and one nomi- 
nated by the croWn; Malta and the Leeward Islands have but one, which is 
partly elected and pArtly nominated. 

Under responsible government legislation is carried on by parliamentary 
iqeans exactly as at home, with a cabinet responsible to parliament, the 
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crown recerving only a right ci veto which bexerehedat the i&oietion of the 
mveroor in the case of certain bills. The executive oounoik in thm coknicB 
disignated as at home by parliamentary choice are appointed by the governor 
aloDPi and the other public officers only nominally by the govemw on tl^ 
advice of his executive council. * 

Colonial governors are classed as govemors-general : governors ; lieutenant- 
governors; ^ministrators; high commissioners; and commissionere, accord- 
ii}g to the status of the colony and de^ndency. or group of colonies and 
depAdencies over whijh they preside, ^eir pc>wera van' according to the 
position which they occupy. In all cases they it'present the authority of the 
crown. 

As a coi^quence of this organisation the finance of crown colonies is 
under the direct control of the imperial government; the finance of repit^ 
rentative colonies, though not directly controll(»d, Ls usually influencetl in 
important departures by the opinion of the imperial government. In respon- 
sible colonies the finance is entirely under local control, and the impeiial gov- 
ernment is dissociated from either moral or material responsibility tot colonial 
debts. 

The total revenue, expenditure, and trade of the colonial empire for 1900 
were as follows: 

Bevena® £68,818.700 

Exiienditure 50.568,660 

Imports 181.846.110 

l!-xporta 192,830.040 

In federated groups of colonies and dependencies matters whicb are of 
common interest to a given number of separate governments are by mutual 
consent of the federating communities adjudged to the authority of a common 

? ;ovemment, which, in ttic ca^ of self-governing colonies, is voluntarilx created 
or the purpose. The associated states form under the federal government 
one federal body, but the parts retain control of Iwal matters, and exercise 
all their original rights of government in regard tq thte. Tlie advantages 
of united action are thus secured for larger questiorfs without impairing the 
vigour of independent initiative in matters of jodivUlual conewm. The two 
great self-governing groups of federated colonies within the empire are the 
Dominion of Canada and the Commonwealth of Austrafia. India, of which 
the ^ociated provinces are und6r the control of ^^e central government, may 
be given as an example of the practical federation of dependencies. Examples 
of federat(*d crown colonies and lesser dependencies are to be foi&id in the 
Leeward Island group of the West Indies and the federated Malay States. 

This rough system of self-government for the empire has been evolvet^not 
without some strain and friction, by the reccjgnition through the vicissitudes 
of three hundred years of the value of independent initiative in the develop- 
ment of young countries. Queen Elizabeth's first patent to Sir WaTter 
Raleigh permitted Britisli subjects to accompany him to Amerfca, ^^with 
guarantee of a continuance of enjoyment of ail the rights which iier 
sub^te enjoyed at home." 

This gimrant^ may presumably have beta intended A the time only to 
assure the intending settlers that they should lose no righb of British citizen- 
ship at^ home by taxing up their residence in America. As mutual interpre- 
tation m a wider sense, serving at. once to establislPln the colony rights of 
citizenship equivalent to those enjoyed in England, and to preserve Tor the 
colonist the status of British subject at home and abroad, hAn fonnej| in 
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application to all succeeding systems of British colonization the unconscious 
charter of union of the empire. 

The first American colonies were all settled under royal grants. £^h hiti 
its own constitution, and looked to no other head but the king. Their gov- 
emmentd were free — the executive being responsible to the elective element 
in the legislature, as now in the colonies which enjoy responsible self-govern- 
ment. The immense distance which in those days separated America from 
Great Britain secured them from interference on the part of the home author- 
ities. They paid their own most moderate governing expenses, and they 
contributed largely to their own defence. From the middle of the seventeenth 
century their trade was not free, but this was the only restriction from which 
they suffered. Tlie great war with France in the middle of the eighteenth 
century temporarily destroyed this system. That war, which resulted in the 
conquest of Canada and the delivery of the North American colonies from 
French antagonism, cost the imperial exchequer £90,000,000. The attempt 
to avenfc the repetition of such expenditure by the assertion of a right to tax 
the colonies through the British parliament led to the one great rupture which 
has marked the history of the empire. It has to be noted that at home during 
the latter half of the seventeenth century and the earlier part of the eighteenth 
century parliamertary power had to a great extent taken the place of the 
divine right of kings. But parliamentary power meant the power of the 
English people and taxpayers. The struggle which developed itself between 
the American colonies and the British parliament, w^as in fact a struggle on 
the part of the people and taxpayers of me portion of tlie empire to resist the 
domination of the p(‘ople and taxpayers of another portion. In this light it 
may hot accepted as having historically established the fundamental axiom of 
the constitution of the empire, that the crown is the supreme head from 
which the parts take equal dependence. 

The crown requiring advice in the ordinary and constitutional manner 
receives it in matters ot colonial administration from the secret arie.^ of state 
for the colonies and for India. After the great rupture separate provision 
in the home government for the administration of colonial affairs was at first 
judged to be unnecessary, and the '^comicil of trade and plantations,” which 
up to that da(te had supplied the place now taken by the two offices of the 
colonies and India, was suppressed in 1782. There was a reaction from the 
liberal system of colonial self-government, and an attempt was made to govern 
the colonies which remained, simply as dependencies, the home treasury 
being responsible for their expenditure as now in the crown colonies. 

* In 1799, not long after the extension of the range of parliamentary author- 
ity in another portion of tlie empire, by the creation in 1784 of the board of 
control for India, Pitt made the step forward of granting to Canada represen- 
tative institutions, of which the home government kept the responsible con- 
trol. Similar institutions were also given at a later period to Australia and 
Soiith Africa. But the long peace of the early part of the nineteenth century 
was marked by great colonial developments; Australia, Canada, and South 
Africa became important communities. Representative institutions con- 
trolled by the home government were insufficient for their needs, and they 
reasserted the old British coloniqf?. claim for liberty to manage their own affairs. 

Fully responsible government was granted to Canada in 1840, and gradu- 
ally extended to thfe other colonies. In 1854 a separate secretary of state for 
the colonies was appoiflted at home, and the colonial office was established 
on its present footing. In India, as* in the colonies, there came with the grow- 
ing needs of empire a recognition of the true relations of the parts to each other 
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and of the whole to the crown. In 11^, on the complete tranaference of the 
territories of the East India Gumpanv to the crown, the board of control was 
arolished, and the India council, under the presidmcv of a secretary of state 
for In^a, was created. It was especially pro\ided tliat the memb|rB of the 
council mav not sit in parliament. 

Thus, although it has not been found practicable in the working of tlie 
British constitution to carry out the full theory of the direct and exclusive 
ctep^dence of colonial poasesaiona on the crown, the theory is recognised as 
far as possible. It ia« understood that the principal sections of the empire 
enjoy ooual rights under the* cn)\^*n, and that none are subonlinate to each 
other. The iiitcrv’cntion of the iin{KTial parliament in colonial afTairs is only 
admitted theoretically in so far as the 8um)ort of parliament is retiuired by 
the constitutional adviaers of the crown. % bring the practice of the empire 
into complete harmony with the theory it would be necessary to constitute 
for the purpose of advising the eniwn iiixm imperial affairs, a fiarliament or 
council in which all important parts of the empire should lx* represent^. 

The gradual recognition of the constitutional theory of the British Empin*, 
and the a.ssiimj)tion by the principal colonies of full self^oveming responsi- 
bilities, has cleared the VA'ay for a movement in favour of a further develop- 
ment which should bring the suprt'me headship of the empif^» mon* into aeeortl 
with modem ideas. 

It was during the pcTiod of domination of the “Manchester school,” of 
whicii the most ofTectivi* influence in public affairs was ex(*rted for about 
thirty years, extending from 1845 to 1875, that the fullest development <»f 
colonial st'If-govcrnmont was attaincHl, the view Ixung generally acc(‘pted at 
that time tliat self-governing in>tilutions weit' to b(* regardeil as the im'Iiniin- 
ary to inevitable s( fiaration. A genenil inclination to wilhdniw fnirn the 
acceptance of imp<Tial re‘'|M>nsibilities throughout the world gave to forei^i 
nations at tlie same time an opportunity by which they were* not slow to profit 
and contributed to the furce of a maction of which the f)art played by flrc'at 
Britain in the scramble for Africa marked the culmination. Trider the 
increasing pressun‘ of for(‘ign enterpri:^*, tlie value of a federation of the empire 
for pur[K)ses of common interevt In^gan to Ix' disciissf'd. InifXTial fedrTatioii 
wiis ffjXTily -.jv)ken of in New Z<*aland as early as 18o‘2. A siiftilar suggestion 
wa.s oflicially put forward by the general a.sHoeialion of the Australian colonics 
in London in 1857. The Royal Colonial Institution, of which the motto 
United Knipire” iliustrnt<*s its aims, wa.s founded in 1868. 

First among leading British statesmen to n*pudiate the old iiitj^Tpretation 
of colonial self-goveniment as a preliminary to separation, Ixird Beoconsfield, 
in 1872, spoke of the constitutions accorded to the colonies as “ part of a great 
policy of imperial consolidation.” In 1875 Mr. W. E. Forster, aftorw'aj'ds a 
memlx*r of the liberal government, made a sjx'ech in which he arlvficatc'd 
imperial federation as a means by which it might Ix^corne practicable to 
“replace dep^mdonce by as.sociation.” Tlie foundation of the Irrmerial Fed- 
eration Ix'ague — in 1884, with Mr. Forster for its first president, shortly to 
be succeeded by Lord Rosebery — marked a distinct step forward. The 
colonial conferences of 1887 and 1894, in which colonial opinion was sought 
and accepted in respect of important questions of impenaf organisation anej^ 
defence, and the enthusiastic loyalty aisplayed by the colonies towards th^j 
Crown on the occasion of the jubilee manifestations of Qfleen Victoria's rei^, 
were further indications of progress in thp same dir^ion.* Cfiincidently wth 
this development, the achievements of Sir George Goldie and Mr. Cecil Rhodes, 
who, the one in West Africa, and the other in South Africa, added betjBireen 
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them to the empire in a space of less than twenty years a dominion of sreater 
extent than the whole of British India, foUow^ by the action of a host qf 
distinguished disciples in other parts of the world, effectually sternal the 
moveme^^t initiated by Cobden and Bright. • A tendency which had seemed 
temporanly to point towards a complacent dissolution of the empire was 
arrested, and the closing years of the nineteenth century were marked by a 
growing disposition to appreciate the value and importance of the unique 
position which the British Empire has created for itself in the world. No 
stronger demonstration of the reality of imperial uniqn can be needed than 
that which was afforded by the support given to the imperial forces by the 
colonies and India in the South African War. It remains only to be seen by 
what process of evolution the further consolidation of the empire will find 
expression in the machinery of government. 

The question of self-government is closely associated with the question 
of selfHBupport. Plenty of good land and the liberty to manage their own 
affairs t/ere the causes assigned by Adam Smith for the marked prosperity of 
the British colonies towards the end of the eighteenth century. The same 
causes are still to be observed to produce the same effects, and it may be 
pointed out that since the date of the latest of Adam Smith’s writings, up- 
wards of 6,000, OOC square miles of virgin soil, rich with possibilities of agri- 
culturaj, pastoral, and mineral wealth, have been added to the empire. In 
the same period the white population has grown from about 12,000,0(X) to 
52,000,000, and the developments of agricifitural and industrial machinery 
have multiplied, almost beyond computation, the powers of productive labour. 


. INDUSTRY AND TRADE 

It is scarcely possible within this article to deal with so widely varied a 
subject as that of the productions and industry of the empire. For^lihe pur- 
poses of a general statement, it is interesting to observe that concurrently 
with the acquisition of the vast continent^ areas during the nineteenth 
century, the progress of industrial science in application to means of trans- 
port and conrfnunicatioi? brought about a revolution of the most radical 
character in the accepted laws of economic development. Railways did 
away with the old law that the spread of civilisation is necessarily governed 
by facilities for water carnage and is consequently confined to river valleys 
fnd sea-slpres. Steam and electricity opened to industry the interior of 
continents previously regarded as unapproachable. The resources of these 
vast inland spaces which have lain xmtouched since history began became 
avaibible to individual enterprise, and over a great portion of the earth’s 
surface were brought within the possessions of the British Empire. The 
production of raw material within the empire increased at a rate which can 
only be appreciated by a careful study of figures. 

The tropical and temperate possessions of .the empire include every field 
of production which can be required for the use of man. There is no main 
staple of human fqpd which is not grown; there is no material of textile 
industry which is not produced. *The British Empire gives occupation to more 
than one-cthird of th^ persons employed in mining and quarr5dng in the world. 
It may be interestirfe, as ap indication of the relative position in this respect 
of the British Empire t^'the world, ^to state that at present it produces one- 
third of the coal supply of the world, one-sixth of the wheat supply, and very 
nearly two-thirds of the gold supply. But while these figures may be taken 
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aftin theawdmBatisfBCtory, it is far more important to remember that as yet 
the potential resouroee of the new lands opened to enterpriae have been bamy 
Medved, and Utmr wealth has been little more than seralohed. Pppulatkm 
as yet has been only very sparsely sprinkled over the surface of many of the 
areas most suitable’for white aettleinent. In the wheat landh of CadRia, the 
pastoral country of Australasia, and the mineral fields of South Africa and 
a^estem Canada alone, the undeveloped resources arc such as to ensure 
emplo^ent to the labour and satisfaction to the ne^ of at least as many 
miiiions as they now obtain thousands of the British race In respect of 
this promise of the future the pt)8ition of the British Empire is unique. 

In regard to the distribution of existing indust ly, although the more 
important colonies have established manufactures of their oam, of which the 
prtwpprily is assumi, the general conditions have hitliertci been maintained 
under which Great Britain has remained the nuinufacturing centre for the 
raw material of the whole. 'Hie primary production of the colonies and the 
indiLstrial development of Great Britain are still, thert'fore, the important 
divisions of the subjeet. Tliese subjects are dealt iivith elst‘where in detail. 

it is not too much to say that trade has lieon at once the most active cause 
of expansion and the most patent bond of union in the development of the 
empire Trade with the tropical and settlement in the teinjierate regions of 
the world formed the basis upon which the foundations of the empire wery laid. 
iVading companies founded most of the American and Wi'st Indian colonies, 
a trading company won India ; a trading company colonis(*d the northwestern 
districts of Canada; commercial wars during the gn^atcr part of the eigh- 
twmth century Chtabli^hed the British command of the sea. which rendered the 
settleriK'iit of Aaslralasia possible. The same wars gave Great Britain^South 
Africa, and chartered companies in the nineteenth century carried the British 
flag into the interior of the African continent from south and east and west. 
Tnuliiig companies produced BonuK) and Fiji.^ Tlie lionds of prosperous trade 
have kept the Australasian colonies within the einpfrt*. Tlie protection of 
colonial commerce by the imjKrial navy is oneol the strongest of material 
links which conn(*ct the crown with the outlying possesions of the empire. 

The trade of the empire, like the other developments of imperiid ])ublic 
life, has l)een profoundly influenced by the variety of local coiAlitions under 
which it hiis H()uri.sh(*d. In the c*arly seMtleinent of the Nortli American 
colonies their trade waaleft practically frets but by the famous Navigation 
Act of 1600 the iirqMirtaiion and exportation of goods from British colonies 
were restricted to British ships, of wnich the master and thre(‘-fouilhH of the 
mariners were haiglish. This act, of whi^h tlie intention was to encourage 
British shipping and to keefi the* monoysily of British colonial trade for the 
benefit of Hritisli merchants, was followed by many others of a similar nature 
up to the time of the rejx'al of tlic Corn Laws in 1846 and the introduction of 
fn*e trade into Great Britain. And the Navigation Acts were repealwl in 1849. 
Thus for very nearly tw'o hundred years Bntish trade was subject to restrte,- 
tions, of which the avowed intension was to curtail the commercial ifitercourse 
of the empire with t he world. During this period t he commercial or mercantile 
system, of which the fallacies were exposed by the economic of the latter half 
of the eighteenth century, continued to goveiti the principles of British trade. 
Under this system monopolies were common, and among tbem few wtre more 
important than that of the East India Company. ^ • 

In 1813 the trade of India was, howevqj*, thrown dpfen t<e competition, and 
m 18^, after the introduction of free ti^e at home the principal British 
colonies which had not yet at that date received the grant of responsible gpv- 
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eminent weie specially empowered to abolish differential duties upon forelm 
trade. A first result of the commercial emancipation of the colonies was me 
not altogether unnatural rise in the manufacturmg centres of a school known 
as the Manchester school, which was disposed to question the value to Great 
Britaiff of the retention of colonies which were no lonpr bound to give her the 
monopoly of their commercial markets. An equally natural desire on the 
part of the lar^r colonies to profit by the opportunity which was opened to 
them of establishing local manufactures of their own, combined wijh the 
convenience in new countries of using the customs as an instrument of tax- 
ation, led to something like a reciprocal feeling of resentment, and there fol- 
lowed a period during which the policy of Great Britain was to show no con- 
sideration for colonial trade, and the policy of the principal colonies was to 
impose heavy duties upon British trade. By a gradual process of better 
understanding, largely helped by the development of means of communica- 
tion, the antagonistic extreme was abandoned^ and a tendency towards a 
system of preferential duties within the empire displayed itself. At the 
colonial conference held in London in 1887, a proposal was formally submitted 
by the South African delegate for the establishment within the empire of a 
preferential system, imposing a duty of 2 per cent, upon all foreign goods, the 
proceeds to be directed to the maintenance of the imperial navy. To this end 
it was requested that certain treaties with foreign nations which imposed 
restrictions on the trade of various parts of the empire with each other should 
be denounced. Some years later the treaties in question were denounced, but 
simultaneously with the movement in favour of reciprocal fiscal advantages 
to be granted within the empire by the many local governments to each other, 
there ^as a grow th of the perception that an increase of the foreign trade of 
Great Britain, which is carried <)n chiefly in manufactured goods, was accom- 
panied by a corresponding enlargement of the home markets for colonial raw 
material, and consequently that injuiy to the foreign tracle of Great Britain 
must necessarily react upon the colonies. This view was definitely expressed 
at the colonial conference at Ottawa in 1894, and made itself felt in the relin- 
quishment of the demand that in return for colonial concessions there should 
be an imposition on the part of Great Britain of a differential duty upon 
foreign goodc. Canady was the first important British colony to give sub- 
stantial expression to the new imperial sentiment in commercial matters by 
the introduction in 1897 of an imperial tariff, granting without any reciprocal 
advantage a deduction of 25 per cent, upon customs duties imposed upon 
British eoods. The same advantage is offered to all British colonies trading 
with her upon equal terms. Although in Great Britain trade is free, and 
customs duties are only imposed for purposes of revenue on a few selected 
articles, about half the national income is derived fiom customs and excise. 
In most of the colonies customs form of necessity one of the important sources 
of revenue. It Ls, however, worthy of remark that in the self-governing colo- 
ntes, even those which are avowedly protectionist, a smaller proportion of 
the publlb revenue is derived from customs and excise than is derived from 
these sources at home. The proportion in Australasia before federation was 
about one-quarter. In Canada it is more difficult to estimate it, as customs 
and excise form the principal firovision made for federal finance, and note 
must therefore be r taken of the separate sources of revenue in the provinces. 
With these reservations ij^ will still be seen that customs, or, in other words, a 
tax upon the moyemettts of trade^ forms one of the chief sources of imperial 
revenue. 

^ The development of steam shipping and electricity gave to the movements 
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of trade a stimulus no less remarkable than that given by the introduetkm of 
railroads and industrial machinery to production and maoufaetures. Whereas 
at Ae beginning of the nineteenth century tlie journey to Australia occupied 
eight months, and business conununications between Sydney and London 
could not receive answers within the year, the journey can now be aleom- 
plisiied in thirty-one daj's, and telegraphic despatches enable the most import^ 
ant business to be transarUHi within twonty-hmr hours. For one nugo oarried 
in t^je year at the beginning of the nineteenth century at least six may now 
be carr^ by the same sh|p, and from the point of view of trade the difference 
of a venture which realises its profats in two months, as compareil with one 
which occupied a whole year, docs not nml to U‘ insistetl on. The incrc^asiMi 
nipi(iity of the voyage and the iwwer of daily communication by teU»graph 
with the most distant markets have intn^luctHi a wholly new element into 
the national trade of the empirts and commercial intercourfie bf»tween the 
soutliern and the northern hemispheres has n^ceivinl a de\elopm(»nt from the 
natural alternation of the s<*iLsons. of uhich until quit*' recent years the value 
was not even conceive<l. Fruit, eggs, butter, meat, poultry, aiul other perish- 
able coninuMlities pass in daily inert^asing (|uan titans Indwwn the northern and 
the scuitherii hemispheres with an alternate' fiow which contribuU's to raise* 
m no inconsidenibk' degree* lh(‘ volume of jirofitable travle. 'Wms the butU'r 
season ot Austrahisia is from Octolier to March, while the butter Si*aso^ of 
Ireland aiul Northern Kurojx* is from March to ()ctot>er. In three years 
after the introdiu tum of ico-chambers into the steamers of the great ship- 
})mg linos. Victoria and Xew South Wales built up a yearly butter trade of 
X1,U00,U00 with Great lint am without seriously afl’ucting the Irish and Danish 
markets whence* thf* summer supply is drawn. These facilities, combined 
w ith tlie enonnous additions madi* t<» the public stock of land and labour, (!on- 
tributed to raist* tla* \olume o( trade of the empin* from a total of loss than 
U(K),(XK),(KK) m the year l.S(K) to a total of nearly £1.500,(X)(),000 in MKX). 
The declared volume of Hritish exports to all parts of the w’orld in 1S(I() wan 
t‘.‘IK,l2(),12(), and the value rif British imports from all parts of the world was 
t’IX),570,6()o; total, £(>K,titK),725. As in those days the colonies were not 
allowed to trade with any other country this must Ik* taken as representing 
imperial trade The exact figures of the trade of lndia,^the colonkis, and the 
rnited Kingdom for 1900 were: imports, £809,178,209; exports, £657,- 
899,363; total, £1,467,077,572. 

DKFENCE or THE EMPIKE 

A question of sovereign inqx)rtaiK*e to the continued existence of the empire 
is the question of defence. A country of which the main thoroughfares aiip 
the oceans of the world demands in the first instance a strong navy. It has 
of latt years l)een accejUed as a fundamental axiom of defence that the British 
navy should exc(H‘d in strength any reasonable combination of foreign navies* 
which could be brought against it. Tlie exjx^nse of maintaining such & float- 
ing armament is colossal, and until within the decade of 1890-1900 it was 
borne exclusively by the taxpayers of tte I'nited Kingdonw. As the benefits 
of united empire have become more co|^iousl 3 i appreciated Vi the colonies, 
and the value of the fleet as an insura^c for British eonMnerce ha8fb(M*n 
recognised, a desire manifesU*d itself on tne part of theself-gdl^cming colonies 
to contribute towards the formation of a truly impenffi^jiavy. As yet the 
movement remains in its infancy. In 1895 tne Australasian colonies voted a 
small subsidy of £126,000 per annum for the maintenance of on Australasiaii 
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squadron, and in 1897 the Gape Colony also offered a contribution of £30,000 
a year to be used at the discretion of the imperial government for naval J>ur- 
poses. The colonies have also contributed in some degree to their own naval 
defex^ by the erection of fortifications at selected points upon their shores. 
The net cost of the navy to the imperial exchequer, as estimated for the year 
1900-1901 was £27,522,600. Though available for service throxighout the 
empire, and form^ the principal bulwark of colonial defence, the cost, with 
the trivial exceptions named, is still borne exclusively by the home coyem- 
ment, and recruiting for the navy is carried on whplly in the British isles. 

Land defence h^ hitherto been regarded as forming a secondary branch 
of the great question of imperial defence. But though secondary it has been 
intimately connected with the development and internal growth of the empire. 
In the case of the first settlement of the American colonies they were expected 
to provide for their own land defence. To some extent iQ’*the early part of 
their career they carried out this expectation, and even 6tt db8asion, as in the 
takkig of Louisburg, which was subsequently given back at the Peace of 
Aix-la-Chapelle as the price of the French evacuation of Madras, rendered 
public service to the empire at large. In India the principle of local self- 
defence was from the beginning carried into practice by the East India Com- 
pany. But irf* America the claim of the French wars proved too heavy for 
locpJ resources. In 1755 Great Britain intervened with troops sent from home 
under General Braddock, and up to the outbreak of the American war the 
cost of the defence of the North American colonies was borne by the imperial 
exchequer! To meet this expense the imperial parliament took upon itself 
the right to tax tlie American colonies. In 1765 a Quartering Act was passed 
by which 10,000 imperial troops were quartered in the colonies. As a result 
of the American'^ar which followed and led to the loss of the colonies affected, 
the imperial authorities accepted the charge of the land defences of the empire, 
and with the exception of India and the Hudson Bay territories, where the 
tradii^ companies determined to pay their own expenses, the whole cost of 
imperial defence was borne as the cost of the navy still is, by the taxpayers 
of the United Kingdom. This condition of affairs lasted till the end of the 
Napoleonic wars. 

During the thirty years’ peace which followed there came time for recon- 
sideration. The fiscal changes which towards the middle of the nineteenth 
century gave to the self-governing colonies the command of their own resources 
very naturally carried with them the consequence that a call should be made 
on colpnial exchequers to provide for their own governing expenses. Of these 
defence is obviously one of the most essential. Coincidently, therefore, with 
the movements of free trade at home, the renunciation of what was known as 
the mercantile system and the accompanying grants of constitutional free- 
dom to the colonies, a movement for the reorganisation of imperial defence 
was set on foot. In the decade which elapsed between 1846 and 1856 the 
‘'movement as regards the colonies was conned chiefly to calls made upon 
them to contribute to their own defence by providing barracks, fortifications, 
etc., for the accommodation of imperial troops, and in some cases paying for 
the use of tro(;^ps not strictly required for imperial purposes. In 1857 the 
Australian colonies agreed t(9 pay the expenses of the imperial garrison quar- 
tereot in AustraKa. This was a veiy wide step from the imperial attempt to 
tax the American colonies for a similar purpose in the preceding century. 
Nevertheless, hi evSfence giveUibefore a departmental committee m 1859, it 
was shown that at that time the colonies of Great Britain were free from 
^almost every obligation of contributing either by personal service or money 
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nsymeDt towards their own defenoe, and that the cnet of militai^ expends 
tuie^ the ooloniee in the preceding year had amounted in round figures to 
£4,000,000. A committee of the house of commons sat in 1061 to consider 
the question, and in 1862 it was resolved without a division, that '*oq|onie8 
ezerraing the right of self-government ought to undertake tbs Wiain respon- 
sibility m provimng for their own internal order and security, and ought to 
assist in their own external defence.” The decision was accepted as the basis 
of ime^ policy. 

The first effect was the gradual withdrawing of imperial troops from the 
self'-goveming colonies, togetlier with the encouragement of the development 
of local militaiT systems by the loan, when dcwred, of imperial military 
experts. A call was also made for larger military contributions from some 
of the crown colonies. The committee of 1859 had emphasised in its report 
the fact that the j^cipal dependence of the colonies for defence is necessarily 
upon the Bntim ifllvy, and an 1865, exactly iOO years after the Quartering 
Act, which had been the cause of the troubles that led to the independence 
of the United States, a Colonial Naval Defence Act was passed which gave 
power to the colonies to provide ships of war, steamers, and voluntwrs for 
their own defence, and in cfise of necessity to place them at the disposal of 
the crown. In 1868 the Canadian Militia Act gave the fully organised 
nucleus of a local army to Canada. In the same year the imperial tnwps were 
withdrawn from New Zealand, leaving the colonial niiliUa to deal with the 
native war still in progress. In 1870 Inc last imiK‘rial trdops were withdrawn 
from Australia, and in 1873 it was officially announced that military expen- 
diture in the colonies was almost “wholly for imjienal purposes.” In 1875 
an imperial officer wTnt to Australia to report for the Australian government 
ufKin Australian defence. The appointment in 1879 of a rriJW commission to 
consider the ciuestion of imperial clefenee, which presented its report in 1882. 
led to a considerable development and reorganisation of the system of imperial 
fortifications. Coaling stations were also selected with reference to the trade 
routes. In 1885 rumours of war mused a very strong fetding in connection 
with the still unfinished and in many cases unarmed condition of the fortifi- 
cations reconiniended by the ccaninission of 1879. Military activity was 
.stimulated throughout the empirt% luid the Odonial Defence Conhnitt^ was 
created to supiily a much-fell lu^'d for organised direction and advice to 
colonial admiiust rations acting necessarily in independence of each other. 
The question of colonial defence was among the most important of the sub- 
jects discussed at the colonial conference held in London in 1887, and it was 
at this conference that the Australasian colonies first agreed to contribute to 
the expense of their own naval defence. 

From this date the principle of local responsibility for self-defence lias been 
fully accepted. With the exception of Natal all the self-governing colonies 
have provided practically for their own military requirements. India has it^ 
own native army, and pays for the mainfimance within its frontiei^p of an 
imperial garrison. Early m the summer of 1899, when hostfiities in South 
Africa appeared to be imminent, the government of the principal colonies 
took occasion to express their approval of the jiolicy pursuecLby the inifierial 
government, and offers were made by the goveifiments of India, the Austral- 
asian colonies, Canada, Hong-Kong, the Federal MeJay staj^, some ^ tlw 
West African and other colonies, to send contingents {or active service in the 
event of w^. On the outbreak of hostilities these offelS, on^he part of the 
self-governing colonies, were accepted, and colonial contingents upwards of 
thirty thousand strong were among the most e^cient sections of tne British 
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fighting force. The maimer in which these colonial contin^ts were raised, 
tneir aitoirai^ fighting qualities, and the service rendered by them the 
field, have disclosed altogether new military possibilities withm the empire, 
and ^le reorganisation of the army on an imperial footing is among the more 
probable developments of the near future. 

The feudatory and dependent native states have native armies of their 
own which, according to the latest available estimates, number about 350,000 
men, with upwards of 4,000 guns. Offers of military service in Sout|;^ Africa 
in 1900 were received from some of the principal feudatory states. 

Special expenditure has been made by the Indian government uj)on coast 
defences armed with modem breechloading guns. Large sums have also been 
spent upon external and border defences, and an establishment of two coast- 
defence ironclads, a despatch vessel, two first-class torpedo gunboats, seven 
first-class torpedo boats, as well as araied gunboats, etc., is maintained. 

With the exceptions of Natal and the garrisons of themaval stations of 
Caj^ Town and Halifax, no imperial garrisons are under normal conditions 
maintained in the self-governing colonies. In the crown colonies garrisons 
are maintained in Gibraltar, Malta, Mauritius, Sierra Leone, St. Helena, Cey- 
lon, Straits Settlements, Hong-Kong, and the West Indies. There arc impe- 
rial naval stations at Simon’s Bay, Trincomalec, Bermuda, Esquimalt, Halifax, 
Malta, Gibraltar, St. Lucia, Ascension, Hong-Kong, and Wei-hai-Wei. 

Systems of justice throughout the empire have a close resemblance to 
each other, and the privy council of the house of lords, on which the self- 
governing colonies and India are represented, constitutes a supreme court of 
appeal for the entire empire ; but common law varies according to its origin 
in some important divisions. Religion, of which the forms are infinitely vaned 
is everywhere free except in cases where the exercise of religious rites leads 
to practices foreign to accepted laws of humanity. Systems of instruction of 
which the aim is generally similar in the white portions of the empire, and is 
directed towards giving to every individual the basis of a liberal education, 
are governed wholly by local requirements. Native schools are established 
in all settled communities under British rule. 




CHAPTER I 

THE MOIUMMEDAN AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRES 


[ 664-1857 A.D.] 


M()Dek\ critics have remarked with surprise how well the^cscriptions 
of Inrlia given by the officers of Alexander the Great portray what we now 
behold in that country at the distance of two thousand years. The delicate 
an(l slender forms of tli(’ people; their dark complexion; their black, uncurled 
liair, their cotton raiment; their vegetable food; th(*ir training of elephants 
to battle; their division into separate castes; the prohibition of intermarnage 
from fine caste to another; the name of Brachmani or Brahmans to their priests; 
the custom of widows burning themselves on the funeral pyres of their hus- 
bands the.se and several other particulars which Arrian h&ii recorded apply 
to the modern quite as jierfectly as to the ancient Hindus. 

The progress of Alexander in India itself did not extend beyond the 
district of the Punjab, and the navigation of the Indus between that district 
and the sea. But on Afghanistan he made a more lasting impression; a 
dynasty which he founded in that country is proved by its coins to Irnve 
subsisted during several generations; and a monument which he raised even 
now remains. \Mien, in May, 1842, a melancholy train of captives, the sar- 
vivo»^ of the greatest military disaster that England had ever yet to mourn, 
were slowly wending up the mountain passes of Kabul, they beheld, ioweriiy^ 
high above them, the colunm of the Macedonian conqueror. 

Many ages after Alexander’s expedition, the tide of Mohammedan inva- 
sion, which had already overwhelmed the kingdom of Persia, approached the 
^ores of the Indus and the Ganges. The ^ntle, unwarlike Hindus were 
ill fitted to withstand the enthusiasm of a new religion, and the enei^py of 
a fiercer race. But it is remarkable that, widely as the disciples of th<#Koran 
spread in India, there was never, as in like cases, any s^l^mation between 
the conquered and the conquerors — between the old faifli and the new. 
Although the Mohammedans have succeeded in converting almost every man 
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of almost every other nation that they conquered, and although in India they 
formed the sovereign and controlling power in so many states and for so many 
years, yet they do not now exceed, and never have exceeded, one-fiftnof 
the \^ole Indian population.*^ 

THE MOHAMMEDAN CONQUEST (664-1001); MAHMUD OF GHAZNI (097-1026 A.D.) 

In volume II we have traced the history of India down to the Mohamme- 
dan era, and described the cults of Brahma and Buddha. The first Mussul- 
man invasions of India go back as far as the seventh century [the first in 
664; the second in 711, under Muhammed Khasim]. They were successful 
incursions; but they were not followed by lasting settlements. [In 750 the 
Hindus revolted and expelled the Mohammedans.] It was only at the begin- 
ning of the eleventh century that the serious conquest of India was begun 
under the leadership of Mahmud of Ghazni. 

Mahmud was the descendant of a Turkish adventurer who had created 
for himself an independent principality in the mountainous district of Ghazni, 
a town situated in Afghanistan, to the south of Kabul. When he appeared 
in India, the northwest of the peninsula was divided between several Rajput 
princes who, iti a greater or less degree, acknowledged the supremacy of 
the.rajah of Delhi. The rajah of Kanauj, as a descendant of Rama, was 
lord over the principalities of Oudh and of the Ganges valley. Bengal and 
Behar obeyed the Pal dynasty and Malwa was governed by the successors 
of Vikramaditya. 

Mahmud of Ghazni did not establish hLs supremacy without difficulty. 
The Rajputs, notably the king of Lahore, offered a most desperate rcsis- 
tanca It required no less than seventeen expeditions, between the years 
1001 and 1026 to subdue the north of the peninsula. He carried his arms as 
far as Guzerat, where he pillaged the temple of Somnath, but he i-etained 
lasting possession only of the Punjab. The Rajputs remained ^^practically 
independent, and later on, when the successors of Mahmud extended the 
Mussulman conquests, they emigrated into the mountainous regions of Raj- 
putana, to which access was difficult and where they founded states, that, 
even under the MugLals [or Moguls] were never really subdued. Several 
Rajput dynasties still continue to reign. 

Mahmud’s conquest was as much religious as political. He was a Mussul- 
man by conviction, desirous to enforce the law of the prophet. He every- 
where gave himself out as the propagator of the religion and of the civilisation 
of the Arabs, and the caliph of Baghdad bestowed on him the title. Protector 
of the True Believers. When Mahmud penetrated into India, that country 
was of an incomparable opulence. The oriental historians and Mahmud him- 
self have no terms strong enough to express their admiration. When he 
entered Muttra, in 1019, Mahmud was amazed at the splendour displayed 
on all sides. This is what he wrote on the subject: 

“ This marvellous city,” he said, “ encloses more than a thousand etnio- 
turcs, the greater number in marble and as firmly established as the faith 
of the true beliewers. If we feckon the money which all these monumenti 
must have cost, it will not be too much to estimate it at several millions of 
dinar^ and moreover it must be said that such a city could not be built even 
in two centuries^ Iivthfc pagan temples my soldiers found five idols of gold, 
whose eyes were formed of rubied of the value of 50,000 dinars; another idol 
wore as an ornament a sapphire, weighing 400 miskals, and the image itself, 
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wbeB melted^ ^Mded 96 mn^ We tomd beakka » 

rilvar idob, lepteseniioff as many camd loadB/’ 

Mahmud eneounlered the same wondem in aU the cities he passed thiom^. 
On the expedition which he made in 1024, chiefly for the purpose of dastioy- 
ing the temple of Somnath in Guaerat, Mahmud found a wondeiful temple 
whose fifty-six pillare were covered with plates of gold and had precious stones 
scattered all about them; thousands of statues of gold and silver surrounded 
the nanctuary. llie successors of Mahmud were no less surprised at the 
wealth and miir\Tls which they eneountered everywhere in India. At 
Benares, Mahmud of Ghor destro}^! the idols of a thousand temples and 
loaded four thousand camels with the booty seised. 

THE AFGHAN DKNA8TT OF OHOR; THE SLAVE KINGS, ALA-UD-DIN, FIROZ, 

AND TFOHLAK 

The first Afghan d 3 ma 8 ty, founded by Mahmud of Ghazni, reigned trom 
996 to 1)86 at Ghazni and L^ore. In 1186 it was overthrown by Mahmud 
of Ghor [or Ghur], founder of a second Afghan dynasty. He U^gan his con- 
quest by following a very simple method which was emplojjfd with success 
by all subsequent conquenirs, including the English. It consisted of inter- 
vening in the quarrc'ls of the native princess and of ])rofiting by their rivalries, 
first to enfeeble them, and afterw'ards to take jiossessjon of their kingdoms. 
Having inteivTned as an ally in a quamd which flivided the kingJTof Delhi 
and Kanauj, ho united these tw'o kingdoms and fonned a vast empire, hav- 
ing for borders Benari»s on the east and Gwalior and Guzi^at on the south; 
the seat of the government w’as Delhi. 

After the death of Mahmud, one of his viceroys, Kutul>-ud-din [or Kutab], 
made himself independent and lv*eanie the chi(‘f of a dynasty, ^fghan by 
origin and known iu> that of tlie Slave Kings. Tliis dynasty reined from 
1206 to 1290 It wa.s this prince w'ho founded the famous ^owct of the Kutab 
at Delhi. The most celebniled sovereipi of this dynasty was the emperor 
Altamsh, whose magnificent mausoleum is one of the most remarkable monu- 
ments of Dellii He rtdgned from 121 1 to 1230 and had several times to con- 
tend with the incursions of the Mughals and the revolt of the native tribes. 
The dynasty of Ghor was 8(Kjn rt*plaeed by another dynasty, of which Ala- 
ud-din was one of the most notable princes (1294-1316). He coflliderably 
extended the Mussulman conquests and had the same taste for architecture 
as his predecessors. The famous sculptured gate at Delhi which b^ars his 
name is ^e proof of this. Unfortunately for the new dynasty, the Mughals 
enidlod in the imperial army became more and more dangerous. The chief 
of tliOM mercenaries soon founded a fifth Afghan dynasty (1320 to 1414), bf 
Hlddb Firoz and Tughlak were the most remarkable princes. They also dis- 
tegoUied themselves by the impulse they gave to architecture. Elphinstone^ 
Olw '*one of the most accomplished princes and one of the most 

that ever adorned or disgraced numan nature.” 

tn mrOHAL invaders: TIMUR (1398 A.D.^ AND BABER (1626 A.D.) 

It^was in 1398, in the reign of this last prince, that the Mughal Timur, or 
Ih m e ri a ne , invad^ India. He pilla^ De^i, but mereily crassed the penin- 
sula like a stoim^ and soon regamed nis own country. During the struggles 
whldi the sovereigns of Delhi bad to sustain, the governors of the provmoss 
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attempted to make themselves independent; in this several of them succeeded 
and founded different kingdoms, whose capitals rivalled each other in 
splendour and were adorned with monuments that still subsist in great 
numbers. 

After Timur's invasion the anarchy was complete. The governors of the 
Mussulman provinces, having become independent, tried to make themselves 
masters of Delhi. In 1450 the Lodi, who were governors of Lahore, managed 
to seize it and founded a new Afghan dynasty — the seventh. In 15J7 4hey 
were still reigning there. 

At this period a new governor of Lahore, who had complied with tradition 

by endeavouring to make himself 
independent, finding that he was 
pursued by Ibrahim Lodi who 
wished to make him return to his 
obedience, called to his aid a Mug- 
hal king of Kabul, Zehir-ud-din, 
surnamed Baber, or the Tiger, who 
was a descendant of Timur and 
Jenghiz Khan ^ 

In 1525 Baber invaded India, 
won the victory of Panipat over 
Ibrahim the last of the Lodi dy- 
nasty, and founded the Mughal 
Empire, which lasted, at least in 
name, until 1857.^ Ibrahim was 
killed, and the Indian army, hav- 
ing been nearly surrounded during 
pie battle, suffered prodigious loss 
in the defeat. Baber judged from 
observation that fifteor tnousanrl 
lay dead on the field, of whom five 
'' thousand lay in one spot around 
their king. The Indians reported 
that not less than forty thousand 
perivshcd in the battle and pursuit. 
Delhi was surrendered, and Baber 
advanced and took possession (May 
10th) of Agra, which had lately 
Ix'cn the royal residence. 

kutab minar, Old Delhi Baber s coiiduct to the places 

<£:rerted by the MuBenlmanB to commemorate their ylctory wherC he met with resistance WaS aS 

over the Kajputa in 1193) inhuman as that of Timur, who was 

naturally his model.^ The smallness 
of his force was some justification of the means he took to strike a terror; but 
the invariable practice of his country is the best palliation for hiin.« 

Baber's own Memoirs, which are still preserved, relate in detail the exploits 
by which he overcame and the arts by which he circumvented his numerous 
opponents.^ They contain minute account of the life of a great Tatar 
monalch, along jyith a natural effusion of his opinions and feelings, free from 
disguise and reserve,^nd no less free from all affectation of extreme frankness 
and candour. TIis mind was as* active as his body: besides the business of 
the kingdom, he was constantly taken up with aqueducts, reservoirs, and other 
improvements, as well as introducing new fruits and other productions of 
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remote countrioL Yet he found time to compose nuuiy elegsnt Pereisn poems 
and a cdlection of Turki compositions, which ore mentionetl as ghriM him a 
hi^ mnk among the poets of his own country Baber died in 1530, when 
OR the point of carrying his arms beyond Beiiar. But his schemes of oenquest 
were fulfiUecl or exceedeil by his succeaaorR, eadi of whom became known in 
Europe by ^e title. Great Mogul (Mughal).^ 

Huma^n, eldM son of I^ber, succeetled to the throne of his father, but 
was npt long suffenni to enjoy it in j>eace. His brother Kainraii, in the gov- 
ernment of Kabul, forme<l a resolution of seising Ufxm the Punjab; and 
Humavun was fain to confer upon him the government of all the country from 
the Indus to Persia, on condition of hus holding it as a dependency. A con- 
spiracy was formed in favour of Muliamnietl, a prince of the race of Timur; 
and liahadur, king of Guzenit, was oxciUnl to hostilities by the protection 
Humajmn affonled to the Rana of Chitor. Bahadur wius iinw]ual to his enter- 
prise; the war against him was pushed with activity and vigour, and hf lost 
entindv the kingdom of Ouzerat. From (hizerat Humayun marched to the 
eastern provinces, and reduced Chunar. Having gained the passes he then 
entered l^ngal, the government of which had recently been usurped, and its 
sovereign expcdhsl bv Shir the Afglian re^iit of Behar. Aftj»r a negotiation, 
it was sgrwHl that tlie government of liemar and l^mgal should be confeircHl 
UTK)!! Shir, on his paying a slight tribute in acknowledgment of dependence. 
The chance of finding the camp of the emperor unguarded, under the negli- 
gence iiispiresJ by tlie prosjx'ct of jx^acc, was one among the motives which Jed 
Slur to ofien the negotiation. Tlie pertidy succwleil; and Humayun, having 
last his anny, was coii.st rained to fly. lie fled from one plaCe to another, 
subject at times to the gr('at(‘st hiird.ships: and was at last onligod to quit the 
kingdom, and seek an asylum in Persia, where he was hospitably and honour- 
ably entertained. Ills misfortunes excited the compassion of a favourite 
si.ster of the king, and of several of his rouncillr)rs. At their instigation an 
army of ten thousand horse was intrusted to Humayun [by means of which 
he eventually Micc(*<*ded in recovering his falh(*r's dominions of Kabul, Kanda- 
har, and Badakshan) * 

Immediately after liis victory', Shir assumed the ini|x*rial titjp Shah, and 
exerted hini.m'lf with great activity in reducing the provnices to his olx»dience./ 
Shir Shall is hardly treated with jmstice by the usual hi.storian, according to 
W. eVooke,^ who credit.s him with forestalling many of Akbar’s broad ideals. 
K(x*new says that No gov'ernment, not even the liritish. has shown so much 
wisdom as this Pathan.' He was killed accidentally by an explosiom during 
a siege in 1545; hi.s son I dam Shah prov(*d a cruel monarch who undid his 
father’s work in the course* of a nine years’ reign and led the way to Humayun ’s 
n\storation.® 

Tliough now in possession of part of his ancient dominiouH, though aw'are 
of the distraction which prevailed in the re.d, and invit€*d by the inhabitants erf 
Agra and Delhi. Hurnaj^n jjaused at the thought of invading Hindustan. 
At first he was able to raise an anny of only fifteen thousand horse. With that 
he began to advance towards the Indus, where he was joined by his veterans 
from Kandahar. [He was oppose^d by Se^kundcr, a nephew erf Shir anel for the 
time master of Hindastan] and a grt'at battle Vas fought under the walla of 
Sirhind, in which the young Akbar, son of Humayun, allowed rem^kable 
spirit and resolution Sekundcr, being routed, fieri R) the mountains of 
bewalik. Humayun re-entered Delhi, but was not destined ^ a long enjoy- 
ment of the power which he had r^ained. As he was supporting himself by 
his staff on the marble stairs of his palace, the^taff slipp^f, and the emperor 
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fell from the top to the bottom. He waa taken up inaenaible, and expired in a 
few days in the year 1556, the fifty-first of his a^. 

^THE GREAT AKBAR, '' GUARDIAN OP MANKIND” (1556-1605 A.D.) 

Akbar, the son of Humayun, though not quite fourteen years of age, was 
placed on his father’s throne. Bairam, a man of talents, but of a severe^ or 
rather of a cruel disposition, was appointed regent duiiM the minority: 
which, in so unsettled and turbulent an empire, was .lot likely to be attends 
with general submission and peace. The first object of the new government 
was to exterminate the party of the late pretended emperor, Sekunder; and 
for this purpose an army, with the young sovereign at its head, marched 
towards the mountains. Sekunder fled; and the rainy season coming on, 
the army retired into quarters. 

In the mean time the governor, who had been left by Huma3nm in the 
command of Budakshan, assumed independence; and presumed so far upon 
the weakness of the new government as to march against Kabul. The city 
stood a siege of four months; but at last submitted, and acknowledged the 
authority of the invader. 

This calamity arrived not alone. Himu, the vizir of Sekunder’s prede- 
cessor, retained a part of the eastern provinces, and now marched to the 
centre of the empire with a formidable anny. He took Agra. He took 
Delhi. The contending parties arrived in presence of one another in the 
neighbourhood of Panipat. The Mughals, who had been reinforced on the 
march, foughf with great constancy, and the enemy were thrown into dis- 
order. 

When the battle ended, Himu was brought into the presence of Akbar, 
almost expiring with his wounds. Bairam, addressing the king, told him it 
would be a meritorious action to kill that dangerous infidel with his own hands. 
Akbar, in compliance with the advice of his minister, drew his^sword, but 
only touching with it gently the head of his gallant captive, burst into tears. 
Ihis movefhent of generous compassion was answered by the minister with 
a look of st^rn disapprobation; and with one blow of his sabre he struck 
the head of the prisoner to the ground. 

This important victory restored tranquillity to the principal part of 
Akbar’s dominions. The overbearing pretensions of an imperious, tho^h 
useful servant, and the spirit of a high-minded, though generous sovereign, 
could iK)t long be reconciled. Mutual jealousies and discontents arose. 
When the royal ear was found open to accusations against the handi and domi- 
neering Bairam, courtiers were not wanting to fill it He was secretly charged 
with designs hostile to the person and government of the shah; and the mind 
of Akbar, though firm, was not unmoved by imputations against the man 
he disliked, however destitute of facts to support them. After some irreso- 
lution and apprehension, a proclamation was issued to announce that Akbar 
had taken upon himself the government; and that henceforth no mandates 
but his were to be obeyed. Bairam attempted arms, but met with no sup- 
port; and, driven to his last resource, implored the clemency of his master. 
Akbar hastened to assure him^^f forgiveness, and invited him to his presence. 
Bairaift, desiring leave to repair to Mecca, received a splendid retinue and 
allowance; but m hig passage through Guzerat an Afghan chief, whose father 
he had formerly slain in battle, ipretending salutation, stabbed him with a 
dagger, and killed him on the spot./ 

c^kbar stands among the pitifully small number of those sovereigns who. 
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not feariDir to wield the sword, have used thoir power ^ a protootion for 
relijrious freedom and the fr^om of thouehu Ilia ettorts to prot^t his 
BulSects from injustice and hardship— noublv the burning of ^dowa (siittee 
or sati)— brought him from TOs^rity the title of Guartlian of Mankjpd ; a 

more glorious one never was devised .• . , , . r t j* i * u* 

Ci^ke' declares that the hfe of Akbar is the historj^ of India during his 
long reign of forty-nine years, and that “bis jiorTOnahty sUnds high, oven 
ubiip conipftred with his contoniponinos, tlissbcth of Knf^lAfio n&d 

Philip *of Spain.'* Ho iikens this wonderful young man- -only thirty 
when, with the aid of the gallant li^in Khan, ho criimplod up the Afghan 
hosu'on the historic field of Panipat— in courage and strength, in love of 
sport and knightly exercises, to another notable prince of the some ago, 
Henry IV of Xavarro. 
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liMion his rule wiis thus ostablishod, the la tor lifo of Akbar falls, as Keene 
ha«? 'jhfiwn, into throf* fXTwuls “During tho first, w'liiclj busted aDout fifteen 
year-, he was much occupied with w’ar, field sports, and building; and the 
moil by w'hom ho was ultimatoly influoncod won* still at that tnno young, 
liko himself. Opinions woro fonning; tomtoiial and administrative opera- 
tions w’ore in han<l. About 1576 began a wood j)oriod, marked by the 
arrival of certain Shiahs and other persons of heretical opinions from Persia, 
and the ^wth of their influence over Akbar. At the sarne time the emperor, 
now in the maturity of his intellect, turned his attention to the Hindus, ang 
to the amelioration and e^tabli.shing of the revenue system, liy which they 
were so much affected. Tins period lasteil for about fifteen years, and was 
follow^ed by that sadder [X'riod when, as must hapjK'n, except under exceptional^ 
circumstances, men in powder ^ow old without having found competent suc- 
cessors. In such conditions originality drivels into cant, and caution withers 
into ilecay. One by one the reformers, a few years since so full of hope and 
vigour, drop into senility, or, more fortunate, iiKo the tomb.* No one is left 
but some lover of letters w’ho, wiser than the rest, retires betimes intj the 
shade to prepare the record of departed p-eatness.’’^ * 

The charge which Akbar had taken on ninjself seemed ^yoad the strength 
of a youth of eighteen; but the young king was possessed of more than usual 
* advantages, both from nature and education. 
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He was bom in the midst of hardships, and brought up in captivity. His 
courage was exercised in his father's wars, and his prudence, call^ forth 
by the delicacy of his situation during the ascendancy of Bairam. He* was 
engaging in his manners, well formed in his person, excelled in all exercises 
of strenj^h and ^lity, and showed exuberant courage even in his amuse- 
ments, as in taming unbroken horses and elephants, and in rash encounters 
with tigers and other wild beasts. Yet with this disposition and a passionate 
love of glo^ he founded his hopes of fame at least as much on the jsnadom 
and liberality of his government as on its military success. It required all 
his great qualities to maintain him in the situation in which he was placed. 

Of all the dynasties that had yet ruled in India, that of Timur was the 
weakest and the most insecure in its foundations. Its only adherents were 
a body of adventurers, whose sole bond of union was their common advantage 
during success. The weakness arising from this want of natural support 
had been shown in the easy expulsion of Humayun, and was still felt in the 
earl5^ part of the reign of his son. 

It was probably by these considerations, joined to a generous and candid 
nature, that Akbar was led to form the noble design of putting himself at 
the head of the whole Indian nation, and forming the inhabitants of that 
vast territory,'* without distinction of race or religion, into one community. 
This policy was steadily pursued throughout his reign. He admitted Hindus 
to every degree of power, and Mussulmans of every party to the highest sta- 
tions in the service, according to their rank and merit; until, as far as his 
dominions extended, they were filled with a loyal and united people. But 
these were the fruits of time; and the first calls on Akbar's attention were of 
an urgent nature: (1) to establish his authority over his chiefs; (2) to 
recover the dominions of the crown; (3) to restore, in the internal adminis- 
tration of thein, that order which had been lost amidst so many revolutions. 

It is to his internal policy that Akbar owes his place in that highest order 
of princes, whose reigns have been a blessing to mankind; and'^hat policy 
shows itself in different shapes, as it affects religion or civil government. 
Akbar's tolerant spirit was displayed early in his reign, and appears to have 
been entirely independent of any doubts on the divine origin of the Moham- 
medan faith. It led 'nim however to listen, without prejudice, to the doctrines 
of other religions, and involved him in enmity with the bigoted members of 
his own; and must thus have contributed to shake his early belief, and to 
dispose him to question the infallible authority of the Koran. The political 
advantages of a new religion, ;which should take in all classes of his subjects, 
could not fail, moreover, to occur to him. The blame of corrupting Akbar's 
orthodoxy is thrown by all Mussulman writers on Feizi and his brother Abul 
Pazl. These eminent persons were the sons of a learned man named Mobarik, 
who was probably a native of Nagor, and who, at one time, taught a coUege 
»or school of law and divinity at A^a. He was at first a Sunni, but turned 
Shia; and afterwards took to reading the philosophical works of ancients, 
and became a freethinker, or, according to his enemies, an atheist. So ^at 
a persecution was raised against him on this account, that he was constrained 
to give up his ^hool, and ny^th his family from Agra. His sons conformed, 
in all respects, to the Mohammedan religion; though it is probable that they 
never were d^ly imbued with attachment to the sect. Feizi was the firet 
Mussulman that applied himself to a diligent study of Hindu literature and 
science. 

Along with Feizi and Abul Fazl, there were many other learned men of < 
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all religioiifi about the court; and it was the delight of Akbar to aoKmUe 
them, and sit for whole ni^ts asnsting at their philoaophieal discuanoiis. 
Some specimens of the discussions at those meetings (probabl;sr imaginary 
ones) am given in the Dabisian, a learned Persian work on the wrhis rqfigioDa 
of Asia. Notwithstanding the adulation of his courtiers, and some expres- 
sions in the formiil® of his own religion. Akbar never seems to have enter- 
tained the least intention of laying claims to supernatural illumiimtion. His 
fundamental doctrine was, that there w'ere no prophets; his appt*a] on occa- 
sions was to human reasAn; and his right to interfere at oil with religion was 
grounded on his duty as civil magistrate. He toc»k the precaution, on pro- 
mulgating his inn(»vations to obtain the legal opinions of the prineij^ Moham- 
medan lawyers that the king was the head of the church and had a right 
to govern it according to his<»wn judgment, and to decide all disputes among 
its members; and, in his new confession of faith, it was declared that “There 
is no god but (iod, and that Akbar is his caliph.’* ^ 

In the ])r(»pagation of his of)inions, Aklwir confined himself to persuasion, 
and made little progrx'ss except amf»ng the |)(H)ple about his court and a few 
learm'd men; but his measures wen' much stronger in abrogating the obli- 
gations of the Mussulman religKUi, which, till now, had In'en ^nforcc»d by law. 
Prayers, fasts, alms, pilgrimages, and public wxirshij) were left optional; the 
prohibition of unclean animals, tliat of the moderate use of w'ine, and that of 
gaming with dice were taken off : and circumcision w?ih not permittc'd until 
the age of twelve, wiien the jK'rson to undergo it could judge the propriety 
of the rite. 

Some of the other measures adopted sec'ined to go lK*yond indifference, and 
to show a w’i'^Ii to discountenance the Mohammedan W'ligion. The era of 
the Hegira and the Arabian namths ww changed for a wilar year, dating 
from the vernal equinox nearest the king’s aceession, and divided into months 
naim'd after those of ancient P(*rsia. The study of the Arabic language was 
discouraged’ Arabian names (as Muhamnied, Ali, etc.) w(*rr disusiHl. Kven 
wearing the beard, a practice enjoined by the Koran, w^as so offensive to 
Akbar, that he would scarcely admit a fx'rson to his presence who conformed 
to it. This last prohibit ton gave piecu.iar disgust to the Mohammedans, as 
did a regulation introducing on certain occasions the Persian custom of pros- 
trating (or kissing the ground, as it wras called) before the king; a mark of 
respect regarded by the Mohammedans as exclusively appropriated to the 
Deity. 

As the Hindus had not been supported by the government, Aktiar had 
leas occ^ion to interfere w’ith them; and, indeed, from the tolerant and 
moffensive^character of their religion, he seems to have had little inclinatiqp. 
He, however, forlmde trials by ordeal, and marriages before the age of puberty, 
ana the slaughter of animals for sacrifice. He also permitted widows to 
mania a second time, contrary to the Hindu laws ab<.)ve all, he positive!/ 
prohibited the burning of Hindu widows f^ainst their will, and took effectual 
precaution to ascertain that their resolution was free and uninfluenced. On 
one occasion, hearing that the rajah of Jodpur was about te force his son’s 
widow to the pyre, he mounted his hors(* anti t^Kle to the spot to prevent the 
intended sacrifice. 

In the seventh year of his rei^ he abolished th^ jezia or capitation tax 
on infidels; an odious imprjst which Bcrve^l to keep anitnosity between 
people of the predominant faith and those under them. Another humane 
edict, issued still earlier, (1561), though not Ijpiited to any one class, 
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in practice, mainly t^ciciiil to the Hindus: it was a prohibition against 
making slaves of persons taken in war. 

Akoar’s revenue system, though so celebrated for the benefits it conferred 
on India, presented no new invention. It only carried the previous system 
into effect with greater precision and correctness: it was, in fact, only a con- 
tinuation of a plan commenced by Shir Shah, whose shoH reign did not admit 
of his extending it to all parts of his kingdom. The objects of it were: (1) to 
obtain a correct measurement of the land; (2) to ascertain the amoun|;oitlie 
produce of each higah of land, and to fix the propoc tioMf (bat amount that 

each ought ta jlfey to the govern- 
ment; (3) to settle an equivment for 
the proportion so fixed, in money. 
When Akbar made these improve- 
ments respecting the land tax, he 
abolished a vast number of vexa- 
tious taxes and fees to officers. 

The result of these measures 
was to reduce the amount of the 
public demand considerably, but 
to diminish the defalcation in real- 
ising it; so that the profit to the 
state remained nearly the same, 
while the pressure on individuals 
was much lessened. Abul Fazl 
even asserts that the assessment 
was lighter than that of Shir Sliah, 
although he professed to take only 
one-fourth of the produce, while 
Akbar took one-third. The author 
of the reform was t^raph Todar 
Mai, by whose name it is still 
called everywhere. 

Amidst the reforms of other 
departments, Akbar did not forget 
his army. We have no means of 
guessing the number of the troops. 

SENTINEL God siua Abul Fazh’ says the local militia 

{ , - of the provinces amounted to 

4,400,000; but this is probably an exaggerated account of those bound by their 
tenure to give a limited service in certain cases: probably few coifld be called 
on for more than 4 day or' two to beat the woods for a hunting party; and 
ma^, no doubt, belonged, to hill rajahs and tribes who never served at all. 

The same methodical system was carried through all branches of Akbar’s 
service. The Ayeni Akberi (Regulations of Akbar) by Abul Fazl, from«which 
the above accoipit of the civil and military arrangements is mostly taken, 
contains a minute description of the^tablishmept and regulations of every 
department, fregn the mint and the treasury dowi^ to^the fruit, perfumery, 
and flower offices, the kitcherf'and the kennel. Jhe whole presents an aston- 
ishing picture of, magnificence and good order; whme unwieldy numbers are 
managed without disturbance, and economy is^attended to in the midst of 
profusion. Akbar, according to cFerishta,^ had never leas than five thousand 
elephants and twelve thousand stable horses, one thousand hunting leopards, 
besides vast hunting and hawking establishments, etc. 
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Ite gmlest dM^^i of hk gnndeiir iim It lilt 
equinox, and the kiii|[ 8 birthday. ll»y haled lor iiVml obya, during wbieb 
there waa a gepcral fair and many prooa«oiia and other pompomi abowa. Tk 
king’s usual place was in a rich tent, in the midst of awnhga w keep fM the 
aun. At ha^ two acres, according to Hawkins aa quoted Ijy Purehas,7 were 
thus spread with silk and gold ci^ts and hanging as nofa as velvet, em- 
broidered with gold, pearl and precious stones, could make them. The nobil- 
ity had similar ^imions, w here they recei^ visits frcxn each other, and some- 
times from the Bbte dresses, jewels, horses, and elephants were bestowed on 
the nobility; thtfluhg was weighed in golden scales against silver, gold, per- 
fumes, and other substances, in succession, which were distributed among the 
spectators. 

In the midst of all this splendour, Aklmr appeared with as much simplicity 
as dipiity. He Is thus describe^i by two European eye-witnesses, quoted by 
PurchasJ After remarking that he had less show or state tlian other Asiatic 
princes, and that he stood or sat below the throne to administer justice, Hhey 
say, “He is afFahle luid majestical, merciful, and severe, skilful in mechanical 
arts, as making guns, casting ordnance, etc. ; of sparing diet, sleeps but three 
hours a day, curiously industrious, affable to tlie vulgar, seeming to grace 
them and tjieir prescMits with more respective ceremonies thdu the grandees; 
loved and feared of his own, terrible to his enemies.”** * 

Ndtw'itlistanding the virtues of Akbar’s administration, the spirit of rebel- 
lion, in^rent in the principles of Indian despotism, left him liardljy a moment’s 
tranquifiity, during the whole course of a long and prosperous rsi^. Hussun 
revolted in Ajmir, and gained at fust a victory over Uie impcrialtroofiB who 
w’ere sent ^ oppfise him. Hakim, brotluT of Akbar, a weak man, the gov- 
ernor of Kabul, U*gan to act as an ind(*ix‘nderit prince. A alnve of his, 
approaching the king while marching with hw IrtKips, let fly an arrow which 
wounded him in (he shoulder. Akbar, whom neither exertion nor danger 
disnmyed, oppost-d hims(*lf to his enemies with an activity which often 
repair^ Uic deficienciea of prudence. It would l>e texiious to follow minutdy 
a series of expediti(jn.s, so much the same, to subdue one rebellious chieftain 
after another. 

The j)ro\ ince of B(*ngal paid a nominal submksion to the tlirdhe of Delhi, 
but during stweral reigns luid Ix^eri virtually indefx'ndcnt. After the other 
provinces of the empire were nxluced to more substantial olxjdioncc, it wae 
not likely that grounds of quarrel would long fad to Ix' laid between Akbar 
and the king of Bengal. [That province lik# Ouzerat in 1580 and Kashmir in 
1586 was also added to Akbar 's dominions.} 

Neirt his brgther, m Kabul, njafched agamst Lahore. Akbar never 
adowed disobedience in the upjjcr jwviqces to strength by duraticiL 
He hastened to Lahore, overcame ^brother, followed him close to Kabul, and 
re^v^ a message from the vanquidied pH&ce, imploring f orgi ^encss. Akbar, 
with his u^ generosity, which was <rften inoQiiaidoiate and cost him d^ 
replac^ him m his government. Soon after thi% tha governor of Kandahar, 
a provmce which hitherto ^ paid bnk^ nominal submission to the Mu^ 
^ dj^en^ himself against his rebellious bjpthers, and the 
usoe^, who had nowT rendeij^ themselves ^resters of Transoxaiua and 
i^tn^and were fomudshle ni^hbours to the northern provinces of Hindu- 
stan, offered to deliver up •Ms gDvemment to Akbai; and received that of 
Multan m exchange. , ^ 

Akbar, w^o now beheld himself master, from the mountains of Persia, 
latary, to the confines of th€^I)eccan, b^gan tq cast the eyes of ambition qp 
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that contiguous land. He gave directions to his governors, in the provinces 
nearest the Deccan, to prepare as numerous armies as possible; and to omit 
no opportimity of extending the empire. He despatched ambassadors to the 
kingdoms of the Deccan, more with a design to collect information, than to 
setUe disputes. And at last a great army, under Mirza,' the son of Bairam, 
marched in execution of this project of unprovoked a^ession and unprin- 
cipled ambition./ 

This expedition resulted in a long war and the conquest of Berar. which 



Taj Mahal, Aora 


was incorporated in Akbar^s dominions. It was the last addition to the 
Mughal Empire made before the death of the cii'peror, which took place in 
1Q05.« 


SELIM ANP SHAH JAHAN (1606-1C58 A.D.) 

\ 

After Akbar’s death there appear in the empire of the great Mughal of 
Delhi the same phenomena as are observable in the other eastern realms, at 
Constantinople and Ispahan — i^yolt and civil war, harem intrigues, family 
ties destroyed, the rule of woneen and the influences of favourites, debauchery 
and prodigality, crime and sensuality. All these evils appeared even under 
Akbar’s son SeliM, who assumed the title Jaha^ir, that is Conqueror of the 
World. In his ^ay the fair Nur Mahal (Light of the Harem), whom Jahangir 

* Mirza was his title ; his name was Abdul Buheem, but he was commonly called Mirza 
IQian : he was also entitled Khan-kJ^anan. 
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bid UrS David won the wife of Drirfi, niW both ^ »d emplwL [It 
was durimc this reiga that the sover^ of Delhi received ^ first raboaqr 
despatch thither from the power wMeh was to replace that <rf the great 

^^'^ahailrir’s son and successor (reigned 1627-1658) who styM himselfiShah 
Jahan (iSig of the World) was a great lover of display. Hie great peacock 
throne is uTd to have been worth more than m milUozu sWling. Hia 
nificent palace in Delhi and the mausoleum [kno^n as the Taj Mahal], which 
he built^t Agra to the m^ory of his wife, are reckoned amongst the wonders 
of the world/ 

Crooke^ oharaoterizes this famous monarch, whose wealth and magnifi- 
oenco are a notable part of the world's history, as a keen soldier in his early 
days, but three parts a Hindu, a fact to whicn he owed the support of the 
Rajputs in the early part of his career. Ho attributes the ultimate ruin of 
the dynasty to the persecution of the Hindus which began in his reign. 
Jahangir aeerns to have treated their religion with oontemptuoua toleration. 
HU own belief was too vague to encounu^ iconoclasm. But in 1632, the 
year after the death of Mumtaz Mahal, Shah Jehan embarked in an active 
persecution — an example which his successor followed with disastrous rwults. 
The chronicler goes on to relate how “It had been brought Ut the notice of 
his majesty that during the late reign many idol temples nad b^n begun, but 
remained unfinished, at Benares, the groat strongholu of infidelity.'* Ho adds 
that the inhdel. being desirous of completing them, his majesty ordered 
that all the temples which had l>een begun at Benares and at otner places 
throughout his dominions should bo cast down. Crooke, nevertheless, 
contradicts the popular idea that Shah Johan was always absorbed in the 
pleasures of the harem, and that as a oonsequonoo he neglected the duties 
of administration. 

But his reign was clouded by domestic troubles. As in France during the 
reign of Louis le Ddboniuiin*, so even during the lifetime of Shah Jahan a 
fratricidal war broke out k'tween his four sons. The three youngest, Suia, 
Aurangzel), and Morad, grudged the eldest, Dara, the succession which his 
father intended him They declaroil themselves independent in the govern- 
ments which had lw»on assigned to them and assumed the title^s of kings. Shah 
Jahan himself wiis conciuered by their arms and ended tis life as a prisoner. 
AfUT long conflicts the crafty and treacherous Aurangzf^b won the imperil 
seat at Delhi, after having caused his eldest brother to be put to death and 
the two others to be shut up m prLson 9 

It was in 1658 that AurangzcL proclaimed himself emperor, and he i^ayed 
the sceptre of the great Mughal for nearly fifty years during an epoch which 
coFLstitutes the apogee of the dynasty’s power and which was followed by it§ 
swift decay. We must here pause to give some account of that southern 
portion of India whose conquest Akbar, aS we have seen, had already begun 
more than half a century before.® 

EARLY DYNASTIES IN SOUTHERN MADURA,* THE DECCAN 

The earliest local traditions agree in divicfoi|^ the extreme Vmth into four 
provinces, Kerala, Pandya, Chola, and Chera, which together made up the 
country of Dravida, occupied Jby Tamil-speaking races. Of 1,h^ kingdoms 
tiw greatest was that of Pandya, with its capital of Maflura, the foundation of 
which is aasi^ed on high authority to the fourth century, b.c. ITie local 
purana, or chronicle of Madura, gives a list of two Pandyan djmastie^ 
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first of which has seventy-three kings, the second forty-three. Parakrama, 
the last kin^ of the second dynasty, was overthrown by the Mohammedan 
invader Malik Kafur, in 1324; but the Mussulmans never established their 
power in the extreme south, and a series of Hindu lines ruled at Madura into 
the ^ghteenth centuiy. 

No other Dravidian kingdom can boast such a continuous succession as 
that of Madura. The chronicles enumerate fifty Chera kings, and no less 
than sixty-six Chola kings, as well as many minor dynasties which ruled at 
various periods over fractions of the south. Little confidence, however, can 
be placed in Hindu genealogies, and the early history of the Dravidian races 
yet remains to be deciphered from mouldering pabn leaves and the more 
trustworthy inscriptions on copper and stone. 

Authentic history begins with the Hindu Empire of Vijayanagar or Nar- 
singha, which exercised an ill-defined sovereignty over the entire south from 
the twelfth to the sixteenth centuries. The foundation of the city of Vijay- 
ana/jar is assigned to the year 1118, and to an eponymous hero. Raja Vijaya, 
the fifth of his line. Its extensive ruins are still to be traced on the right bank 
of the Tungabhadra river within the Madras district of Bellary. The city 
itself has not been inhabited since it was sacked by the Mohammedans in 
1565, but vast^remains still exist of temples, fortifications, tanks, and bridges, 
haunted by beasts of prey and venomous reptiles. The empire of Vijayanagar 
represents the last stand made ]jy the national faith in India against con- 
quering Islam. For at least three centuries its sway over the south was undis- 
puted, and its rajahs waged wars and concluded treaties of peace with the 
sultans of the Deccan on equal terms. 

The earliest of the Mohammedan dynasties in the Deccan was that founded 
by Ala-ud-din in 1347 or 1357, which has received the name of the Bahmani 
dynasty from the supposed Brahman descent of its founder. Towards the 
close of the fourteenth century the Bahmani Empire fell to pieces, and five 
independent kingdoms divided the Deccan among them. Tliese were (1) the 
Adil Shahi dynasty, with its capital at Bijapur, founded in 1489 by a son of 
Murad II, sultan of the Ottomans; (2) the Kutab Shahi dynasty, with its cap- 
ital at Golconda, founded in 1512 by a Turkoman adventurer; (3) the Nizam 
Shahi dynasty, with its capital at Ahmadnagar, founded in 1490 by a Brahman 
renegade, from the Vijayanagar court; (4) the Imad Shahi dynasty of Berar, 
with its capital at Ellichpur, founded in 1484, also by a Hindu from Vijay- 
anagar; (5) the Barid Shahi dynasty, with its capital at Bidar, founded about 
1492 by one who is variously described as a Turk and a Georgian slave. 

It id, of course, impossible here to trace in detail the history of these several 
dynasties. In 1565 they combined against the Hindu rajah of Vijayanagar, 
who was defeated and slain in the decisive battle of Talikota. But, though 
fhe city was sacked and the supremacy of Vijayanagar forever destroyed, the 
Mohammedan victors did not themselves advance into the south. The Naiks 
I or feudatories of Vijayanagar everywhere asserted their independence. From 
them are descended the well-known Palegars (Polygars) of the south, and also 
the present rajah of Mysore. One of the blood-royal of Vijayanagar fled to 
Chandragiri, and founded a line which exercised a prerogative of its former 
sovereignty by granting the gite of Madras to the English in 1639. Another 
scion claiming the same high descent lingers to the present day near the ruins 
of Vijayanagar^ and is known as the rajah of Anagundi, a feudatory of the 
nizam of Hy(^erabfd.‘ Despite frequent internal strife, the sultans of the 
Deccan retained their inde^ndfence until conquered by the Mughal emperor 
Aurangzeb, in the latter half of the seventeenth centuiy. 
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Aumogieb’s long reign, from 1658 to 1707, mav be regarded aaiepieaeiitiim; 
both the culminEfing point of Mughal power and the beginniag ol ifei deeay. 
Unattractive as his character was, it contained at least eome itanents of 
ffrealnem. None of his successors on the throne was anything hiidier than a 
debauchee or a puppet. He was the first to conquer the independent sultans 
of the Deccan, ana to extend his authority to the extreme south. But even 
during his lifetime two nc^ Hindu nationalities were being formed in the 
Marhattas [or Mahrattas] and the Sikhs; whde immediately after his death 
the nawabs of the Dt'ccan, of Oudh, and of Bengal raised themselves to practical 
independence. Auran^b had enlaiged the empire, but he had not stnengtli- 
eneaits foundations. I)uring the reign of his father Shah Jahan lie had been 
the viceroy of the Deccan, or rather of the northern portion only, which had 
been annexed to the Mughal Empire sinc^e tlie reign of Akbar. His ea^ 
ambition was to con<]uer the Mohammedan kings of Bijapur and Golconda, 
who, since the downfail of Mjayaniigar, liad betm iiractically supreme over 
tlie south, lliis object was not accomplished without many tedious cam- 
paigns, in which Sivaji, the founder of the Mahratta confederac]^ firet comes 
upon the sren<* In name Sivaji was a feudatoiy’ of the house oT Bijapur, on 
whose behalf h(‘ held the rock forts of his native Ghats; but in fact he found 
his opportunity in playing off the Mohaniinedaii powers against one another, 
ind ui rivalling Aurangzeb himself in the art of treachery 

SIR HENRY LAWRENCE ON SIVAJI 

Few eonquerors have effected so much with equal means. Long disowned 
)»y Ills father, and unaided by the local chiefs, until by his own stripling arm 
he had rfMiden*(l himself indeiiendcnt, he di(*(l the recognisi'd ruler of a terri- 
tory fifty thousand squaie miles in area; his name was dreaded from Surat to 
Tanjore. and in every quarter Ixjtwwn lliow* rtunote pfiints his bands had 
levied contributions and tribute. ^Hie Mohaininedan yoke was now forever 
broken in Maharashthra. The long-donnant military spirit of the p^ple was 
aroused, to b<* quelled only in another <lisruption of tluit system on which it 
had risen. The genius of Sivaji eraaiieipated the Mahrattas: succeeding 
chiefs, by neglecting the policy which iiad aggrandised their founder alia 
adopting an organisation which they could never perfectly master, precipi- 
tated the state to a second downfall. • 

Personally brave, Si\'aji never fought wdien he could fly, or when stratagem 
or treachery: could effect his object: but whatever was his design, he weired 
it deliberaUMy, gained the most accurate informal ion on all necessary points 
and then, when least expected, pounced upon his prey. The heavy and slow- 
moving Mughals must have been sadly puzzled at encountering such a foe. 
Many stories arc told of the terror his very name inspired. He was equidly 
feared as a soldier, a marauder, and an assassin. His own dagger, or those of 
his emissaries, could reach where his troops could not penetrate; no diatAni^ 
or precaution could k^p his prey from him. It must be remembered that it 
was not with the chiefs that Sivaji commenced operations, but with the 
demised and half-starving peasantry. It was when Sivaji had gained a name, 
wd himself Income a chief, that chiefs joined his stando^. It is ever eo 
in India. There is always wple material aoroad to feed the wilcfi^ flAtnn of 
insurrection; but not until it has assumed a head will t bo s e who have a 
ill the land join it. They will attack, they will riot, they will {dot; but seldom. 
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unless in instances of great infatuation, when misled by false prophets, will 
the chiefs of the land join an insurrectionary move, so long as their own iaavt 
has not been touched. 

J)uring Sivaji^s whole career, he cannot be said to have enjoyed or rather 
suffered one si^le year of peace. He seems from the outset to have declared 
perpetual hostility against all who had anything to lose. Hb pacifications, 
or rather truces, were but breathing spaces, to enable him to recruit or collect 
a meaxis, or to leave him unshackled to direct his whole force in anoj^her quar- 
ter. Aurangzeb played into Sivaji’s hands by his^^timid and suspicious pcuicy. 
The emperor was incessantly changing his conimanders, and feared to trust 
any one of his sons or generals with means sufficient to quell the Deccan insm- 
rections, lest the power, so deputed, should be used, as he himself had used it, 
to the usurpation of the throne. Thus distrusted, his children and officers 
managed the war with Sivaji, as with Bijapur and Golconda, for their own 
aggrandisement. They fought as little as they could, yet they plundered and 
reived bribes as much as possible. 

There was thus much in the times and there was more in the condition and 
feeling of the country favourable to Sivaji. His cause was, and appeared to 
be, that of ^the people. They had long groaned beneath a Mohammedan 
yoke, and some openly, all secretly, haiJed a liberator of their own blood, 
caste, and country. It was this strong feeling in his favour that enabled him 
to procure the excellent intelligence for which he was noted; his spies were in 
every quarter. The Mohammedan government in India had, in short, lost* 
its tact, elasticity, and vigour; luxury had sapped the Moslem strength, and 
deadened their one solitary virtue. Their hardihood declined, and with it 
their empire fell. Sivaji was first to take advantage of the imperial decay, 
and his example was soon followed in every quarter of India. 

Sivaji early established a strict military system. Horse and foot of all 
ranks were hardy, active, and abstemious. Camp equipage was unknown 
among them, a single blanket, in addition to their light coarse vesfftnents, com- 
pleted their wardrobe; and a small bag of parched grain sufficed for their 
commissariat supplies. Thus furnished, the infantry would for days and 
days thread the defiles and jungles of their wild country, and, by paths known 
only to tnemselves, appear where least expected; while the cavalry, supplied 
with small saddle-bags to hold such grain or plunder as they might pick up, 
swept the country at the rate of fifty, sixty, and even eighty miles withm 
twenty-four hours. The grand secret of Mahratta hardihood was that chiefs 
and*officers shared equally in the privations of their men. During Sivajib life 
all the plunder was public property. It was brought at stated periods to his 
darbar, where the man who had taken it was praise, rewarded, or promoted. 

Then lands were fairly proportioned ; 

Then spoils were fairly sold : 

The Burgees were like brothers 

In the brave days of old." 

Sivaji had sense enough to perceive how much he would personally gain 
by the punatual payment of his army. All accounts were closed annu^y: 
assignments were given for balances on collectors, but never on villages. 
Cows, cultiwitors, and women were exempt from plunder. Rich Moh^- 
medans and Hin^usiin their service were favourite game. Towns and villages 
were systei&atically sacked, and where money or valuables were not forth- 
coming, Sivaji would take promissory notes from the local authorities. He 
shed no unnecessary blood; he was not cruel for cruelty’s sake, but on theie 
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ocoasioiis of plunder he mercUeady aUit^htered and tortutwl all who were 
Buppoeed to have concealed tieaauie. An Englishman, captured by Siviji at 
Suiat, reported that he found the marauder, surrounded by executioners, cut- 
ting olf heads and limbs. The mountain fortresses were the keystones of his 
power. His treasure, plunder, and family safe, he could freely move wherever 
an opening offered. 

It is only justice to state that this extraordinary man, while devastating 
other lands, was not unmindful of the duty he owed to his own subjects. In 
his conquered territory, and where the inhabitants had comfwunded for 
security, he was kind, considerate, and consequently ^)opular. On the whole, 
WT niav pronounce the hninder of the Mahnitta Empin* to have lieen the man 
of his d.nv in India -greater than any of the Mahratta kings who succeeded 
him. and unrivalled since, even by Ilydcr Ali or Ran jit Singh. Si vaji could 
n<U only conquer and destroy, but he could legislate and build up. Tliere is a 
germ of civil organisation in his airan^ment ; and had he lived the ordinary 
[jiTiod of man’s life, he might have l(‘fi to his successors a united and wdl- 
e.stablishe<l principality. He died suddenly, and with him his empire may be 
sjiid to have expired. 

Sivaji left ininiens<» trea.sure Tlio amount has beim variously estimated; 
hut always iu milli(»ns of pounds sterling. Ileapi'd together in^liis coffers at 
Rajjurh wen- the dollars of Spain, the st»quins of Venice, the pagodas of the 
f’arnalic. and all the vanous gf>ld mohurs of the different quarters of India, 
with innumerable kinds of ruptvs of every shape and stamp. But all his spoil, 
the har\'^‘st (/f inon* than thirty years of crime and blood, of restless nights, of 
Vi a.‘H‘le.‘<s and unseasonable marches, did not bring peace to the owner, nor 
fiav(‘ his son from a fearful death; it did not pre«‘r\T his succe.s8ore from the 
p^is(^n hi*- f»w'n hands had pr(‘pared, nor his |)eople from bt‘ing split into factions 
that soon scaled their own destruction.^ 


TUK GLOni OF AUKANOZEB 

The loss of Sivaji wa.s, for the time at leiibt, irreparable to the Malirattos. 
Though never sulnhiej, they were d(‘feated and dispersed, and cou^dled to 
tak(‘ .shelter in their hill forts or imix»rvious jungles. On the wlfole, it is 
probable that then* never yet had Ixtui a time in Hindustan when the whole 
peninsula wns so nearly brought beiH*ath the supreme dominion of one man. 

The iH)W*er of Aurangzeb and the magnificence of the court of Delhi are 
describ(*d by more than one inbdligent Euronean traveller. “In richestaud 
resource, s,” says Tavernier” “the great Mughal is in Asia what the* king of 
France is in Kuroix*. Wlien I took leave ofTiis majesty on the 1st of Novem- 
IxT, 1005, he was plea.sed to desire that I should stay, and see the festivals ilk 
honour of his birth day. On this occasion the emperor is weighed in state, 
and if he is found to weigh more than on the preceding year there are great 
public rejoicings. The grandees of the empire, the viceroys of the provinces, 
and tlie ladi(*s of the court came to make their offerings, which, in precious 
stones, gold and silver, rich carpets and brocades, elephants, camels, and 
horses, amounted when I was present to upwards of thirty n^lions of our 
livres. "nie tents are of red velvet, embroidered ifith gold, so heavy that the 
poles which support them are as thick as the masts of snips, and^me of them 
from thirty-five to forty feet in height. The great Mugl^I has seven splendid 
tl^nes; one covered with diamonds, others wjth rubies, wfith emeralds, and 
with pearls. The value of the one most precious (called the peacock throne) 
b estimated by the royal treasurers at a number of l^cs of rupees equivalent to 
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above one hundred and sixty millions of livres. While the emperor is on his 
throne fifteen horses stand ready caparisoned on his right and as many on his 
left, the bridles of each horse enriched with precious stones, and some great 
jewel dependent from his neck. Elephants are trained to kneel down before 
the 'throne, and do his majesty reverence with their trunks; and the emperor^s 
favourite elephant costs five hundred rupees of monthly expei^, being fed on 
good meat with abundance of sugar, and having brandy to drink. When the 
emperor rides abroad on his elephant he is followed by a great number of his 
omrahs, or nobles, on horseback — and the meanest of these omraha com- 
mands two thousand cavalry.”* 

LAST YEARS OF AURANGZEB 

It was in 1680 that Sivaji died, and his son and successor, Sambhaji, was 
betrayed to Aurangzeb and put to death. Tlie rising Mahratta power was 
thus for a time checked, and tlie Mughal armies were set free to operate in 
the eastern Deccan. In 1686 the city of Bijapur was taken by Aurangzeb in 
person, and in the following year Golconda also fell. No independent power 
then remained in the south, though the numerous local chieftains, known as 
palegars and never formally submitted to the Mughal Empire. During 
the early years of his reign Aurangzeb had fixed his capital at Delhi, while he 
kept his dethroned father, Shah Jahan, in close confinement at Agra. In 1682 
he set out with his army on his victorious march into the Deccan, and from 
that time until his death in 1707 he never again returned to Delhi. 

In this camp life Aurangzeb may be taken as representative of one aspect 
of the Mughal rule, which has been picturesquely described by Euro^an 
travellers of that day. They agree in depicting the emperor as a peripatetic 
sovereign, and the empire as held together by its milita^ highways no less 
than by the strength of its armies. The great road running across the north 
of the peninsula, from Dacca in the east to Lahore in the west, M generally 
attributed to the Afghan usurper. Shir Shah. The other roads branching out 
southward from Agra, to Surat and Burhanpur and Golconda, were undoubt- 
edly the work of Mughal times. Each of these roads was laid out with avenues 
of trees, VPlth wells pf water, and with frequent sarais or rest-houses. Constant 
communication between the capital and remote cities was maintained by a 
system of foot-runners, whose aggregate speed is said to have surpassed that 
of a horse. Commerce was conducted by means of a caste of bullock-drivers, 
who^ occupation in India is hardly yet extinct. 

THE DECLINE OF THE MUGHAL AND THE MOHAMMEDAN POWERS 
(1707-1857 A.D.) 

On the death of Aurangzeb, in 1707, the decline of the Mughal Empire set 
in with extraordinary rapidity. Ten emperors after Aurangzeb are enumer- 
ated in the chronicles, but none of them has left any mark on history. His 
son and successor was Bahadur Shah, who reigned only five years. Then 
followed in order three sons of Bahadur Shah, whose united reigns occupy only 
five years mofe. In 1739 Nadir Sliah of Persia, the sixth and last of the great 
Mohammedan conquerors of India, swept like a whirlwind over Hindustan, 
and sacked th% imperial city of Delhi. 

rrn t j.t_ xt i _ v i 




succession continuea unbroken down to our own day. power had passed 
into the hands of Mohai^edan courtiers and Mahratta generals, both of 
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whom were then cairing for thennelves kiitfdoiDe out of the diamembered 
empire, ui^ at last British authority plaoecTitKlf supreme over all. From 
the time of Aurangseb no Mussulman, however powerful, deled to assume 
the title of sultan or emperor, with the single exception of Tipu's brief parox* 
yam of madness. 

The name of naxoahf corrupted by Europeans into “ nabob/' appears to be 
an invention of the roughals to eimreaB delated authority, and as such it is 
the highest title conferred upon Mohaimnedims at the present day, as maha- 
raja is the highest tide ccHiferred upon Hindus. At first nawabs were found 
only in important cities, such as Surat and Dacca, with the special function of 
administering civil justice; criminal justice vras in the hamis of the kotivai. 
The corresponding officials at that time in a large tract of coiintr>" were the 
subahiiar and the jaujdar. But the title of subeJuiar, or viceroy, gradually 
droppe<l into dosuetinlc, as the paramount power wa.'j shaken off, and nawab 
became a forritorial title with <5onie distinguishing adjunct. 

During the troubled jxtkkI of intrigue and fkssa.s.sination that followecfon 
the death t f Aurangzeb, two Mohammedan foreigners rose to high fKieitions 
as courtiers and generals, and succeeded in transmitting their pow’er to their 
sons. Tlie one w’as Chin Kuheh Khan, also calleii Asof Jah, and still more 
conunonly \izani-ul-Mulk, who was of 'Dirkoman origin, and liflonging to the 
Sunni K-ct ni-> indojx'iidcnce at Hyderabad in the Deccan dates from 1712. 
llio otlur was S.uuLct All Khan, a Pei-sian, and therefoie a Shia, who was 
af»pointed eubahdar or nawab of Oudh in 1720. Thenceforth these two 
important proMiiccs paid no more tribute to Delhi, though their hereditary 
rulers continued to seek formal recognition from the ernpt^roron their succes- 
sion. Tlic Mahrattas wen* in possession of the entire we4>t and great part of 
the eentre of the peninf-uJa; while the rich and unwarlike province of I^ngal, 
though governed by an hcKnlitary line of nawabs founded by Murshid Kuli 
Khan ui 1704, Mill continued (o fK>ur its wealth into the imperial treasury. 

Tile central authority iiev'er recovered from the invasion of Natiir Sluui in 
17d9, who carried ofi plundtr varioiLsly cstiniat(‘d at from eight to thirty 
millions sterling The Mahruttas closed remnd 14elhi from the south, and thie 
Afghans from the west. The ^ ictory of Panipat, w'on by Ahmad Rl]ji.h Durani 
o>er the uiuled Mahratta conftMleracy in 1701, gave tht Mohaminedan one 
more cliance to rule. But .Xhmiul bhah liad no ambition to found a dynasty 
of hLs own, nor were the British in Bengal yet ready for territorial conquest. 
Sliah Alani, thf* lineal lieir of the rnughal line, was thus peniiitted to ascend 
the throne of Df’llii, where he lived during the great part of a long lift as a 
pupp<*t in the hands of Mahadaji Sindhia. lie was succeeded by Akl>ar II, 
wlio lived ^lrnllaIIy uiid(*r the shadow of British protection. Last of all came 
Bahadur Sliah, who atoncil for his as.sociation with the mutineers in 1857 
banishn«ent to Bunnah. 

Til us ended the Mughal line, after a history which covers three hundred 
and thirty ye^ars, Mohammedan rule rernodelleJ the revenue system, and has 
left behind forty millions of Mussulmans in British India.^ 
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PORTUGUESE AND DUTCH SETTLEMENTS 

At about the same period that the Mughals were founding their empire 
along the Ganges the Portuguese discovered the passage of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Vasco da Gama and his brave companions stepped on the Indian 
shore at Calicut in the month of May, 1498. Seldom have truth and poetry 
been so closely combined; the achievement of that voyage by Vasco da Gama 
is the greatest feat of the Portuguese in arms; the celebration of ‘'that voyage 
by Luiz de Camoens is their greatest feat in letters. The valour of their 
captains overcame the resistance of the native chiefs, and made good their 
settlemen|^ from the coast of Malabar to the Gulf of Persia.^ 

The story of the* valour, cruelty, and greed of their warriors, governors, 
and merchants, and their full century of monopoly of the trade from 1500 to 
1600, has been told with such fulness in the history of Portugal, Chapters II 
and III, that it need not be recounted here further than to emphasise the 
importance in Indian history of such names as Vasco da Gama, Cabral, 
Almeida, Pacheco, the great Albuquerque, Silveira, Mascarenhas, and Da 
Cunha.® 

The Dutch were the first European nation to break through the Portu- 
guese monopoly. During the sixteenth century Bruges, Antwerp, and 
Amsterdam became successively the great emporia whence Indian produce, 
imported by the Portuguese, was distributed to Germany and even to England. 
At first the Dutch, following in the track of the English, attempted to find 
their way to India by sailing round the nort/h coasts of Europe and Asia. 
William Barents is honourably known as the leader of three of these arctic 
expeditions, in the last of w^iich he perished. The first Dutchman to double 
the Cape of Good Hope was Cornelius Houtman, who reached Sumatra and 
Bantam in 1596. ^ ^ 

Forthwith*private companies for trade with the East were formed in many 
parts of the United Provinces, but in 1602 they were all amalgamated by the^ 
states general into The Dutch East India Company. Within a few years the* 
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Dutch had eatabliahed factories on the continent of India, in CMon, in 
Sumatra, on the Persian Gulf, and on the Red Sea, besklfli having obtained 
exclusive posBession of the Moluccas. In 1618 they laid the foundation of 
the city of Batavia in Java, to be the seat of the supreme go\emmeiit of tlie 
Dutch possessions in the East Indies, which had previously neen at Amboyna. 
At about the same time they discovered the coast of Australia, and in North 
America founded the city of New Amsterdam, or Manhattan, now New York. 
During the seventeentli century the Dutch maritime power was the first in 
the world. • 

The massacre of Amboyna in 1623 led the English East India Company 
to retire from the eastern seas to the continent of India, and thus, though 
indirectly, contributed to the foundation of the Britk^h Indian empire. The 
long naval wars and bloody battles between the English and the Dutch within 
the narrow seas i%ere not terminated until William of Orange united the two 


crowns in 1689. 

In the Far ILast the DuU*h ruled without a rival, and gradually expelled 
the Portuguese from almost all their territorial possessions. In 1635 they 
occupied Fonnosa, in 1C40 they took Mahura — a blow from which the 
Portuguese never recovered, in 1651 they fnundtd a colony at the Cape of 
Ciood Ho>J€, as a half-way station to the East, in 1658 they captured Jaff- 
naj^aUm, the first stronghold of the Portuguese in Oylon, in 1664 they 
wrested from the Portuguese all their earlier settlements on the pepper- 
bearing coast of Malul)ar. 

The rapid and signal downfall of the Dutch colonial empire is to be 
explained by its short-sigh U*d commercial policy. It was deliberately based 
upon a monopoly of the trade in spice'i, and remained from first to last desti- 
tute of the true imfierial spirit Like the Plurnicians of old, the Dutch stopped 
short of no acts of cruelty towards their rivals in commerce, and, like the 
Phauiicians, they failfsi to introduce a n*&j)ectfor their own higher civilisation 
among the natives with whom they came in contact. The knell of Dutch 
8U[)reinacy was sounded by Clive, when in 1758 he attacked the Dutch at 
(liiiisura both by land and water, and foreetl them to an ignominious capitu- 
lation. In tlie great French war from 1781 to ISll England wrested from 
Holland every one of her colonies, though Java was restored Ih 1810 and 
Suniatra in exchange for Malacca in 1S2L 

The earliest English attempts to reach Indin were made by the Northwest 
Passage. In 1553 the ill-fated Sir Hugh Wilk'Ughby attempted to force a 
passage along the north of Europe and Asia, the8uec(»saful aecoinplishpicnt of 
which was reserved for a Sw'edish savant of the nineteenth century. Sir 
Hugh T>erished miserably, but his second in command, Chancellor, reached 
an harlx)ur on the Wliite Sea, now Archangel. Thence lie penetrated Jjgt 
land to the court of the grand duke of Moscow, and laid the foundation of 
“ the Russia company for carrying on the overland trade between India, 
Persia, Bokhara, and Moscow." 

Many subsemient attempts were made by the Northwest Passage from 
1576 to 1616, which have left on our modem maps the imperishable oamee 
of Frobisher, Davis, Hudson, and Baffin. Meanwhile, in 1577, Sir Francis 
Drake had circumnavigated the globe, and on^iis way home had touched at 
Temate, one of the Moluccas, the king of which island agr^ to supply the 
English nation with all the cloves it produced. 

The first Englishman who actually visit^ India was Thomas Stephens, in 
1579 — unless there be any foundation for the statement of William of 
Malmesbury that in the year 833 Sighelmus ^of Sherborne, being sent by 
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Eii^ Alfred to J^me with mesents to the pope, proceeded from thence to the 
Ei»t Indies to vint the tomo of St. Thomas at Mylapore (Mailapur, also called 
Saint Thom4, a suburb of Madras), and brought back with him a quantity of 
jewels and spices. Stephens was educated at New Colley, Oxford, and was 
rector of the Jesuits’ College in Saisette. His letters to & father are said to 
have roused ^at enthusiasm in England to trade directly with India. 

In 1583 three English merchants, Ralph Fitch. James Newberry, and 
Leedes, went out to India overland as mercantile adventurers. The, jealous 
Portuguese threw them into prison at Ormuz, and kgain at Goa. At length 
Newberry settled down as a shopkeeper at Goa, Leedes entered the service of 
the great Mughal, and Fitch, after a lengthened peregrination in Ceylon, 
Bengal, Pegu, Siam, Malacca, and other parts of the East Indies, returned to 
Enmnd. 

^he defeat of the Invincible Armada in 1588, at which time the crowns of 
Spain and Portugal were united, gave a fresh stimulus to maritime enterprise 
in England; and the successful voyage of Cornelius Houtman in 1596 showed 
the way round the Cape of Good Hope into waters hitherto monopolised by 
the Portuguese. 


THE *SNGLISII EAST INDIA COMPANY FOUNDED (1600 A.D.) 

The foundation of the English East India Company was on this wise: “ In 
1599 the Dutch, who had now firmly established their trade in the east, having 
raised the price of pepper against us from 3s. per pound to Cs. and Ss., the 
merchants of London held a meeting on the 22nd of September at Founders’ 
Hall, with the lord mayor in the chair, and agreed to form an association for 
the purpose of trading directly with India. Queen Elizabeth also sent Sir 
John Mildenhall by Constantinople to the great Mughal to apply for privi- 
leges for the English company, for which she was then preparing a ch^ter, 
and on the 31st of December, 1600, the English East India Coi:fipany was 
incorporated by royal charter under the title of The Governor and Company 
of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies.” 

The original company had only one hundred and twenty-five sh^holders, 
and a capital of £70,0p0, which was raised to £400, 0(X) in 1612, when voyages 
were first undertaken on the joint-stock account. Courten’s association, 
known also as the Assada Merchants, from a factory founded by them in 
Madagascar, was established in 1635, but after a period of internecine rivalry 
united ^ith the London Company in 1650. In 1655 the Company of Merchant 
Adventurers obtained a charter from Cromwell to trade with India, but united 
with the original company two years later. A more formidable rival subse- 
cppntly appeared in tlie English company, or General Society trading to the 
East Indies, which was incorporated under powerful patronage in 1698, with 
a capital of £2,0(X),(XX) sterling. 

According to Evelyn,/ in his Diary for March 5th, 1698, “the old East 
India Company lost their business against the new company by ten votes in 
parliament, so many of their friends being absent, going to see a tiger baited 
by dogs.” However, a compromise was speedily effected through the arbi- 
tration of Lord Godolphin in I'j 02, and the London and the English companies 
were finally amajgamated in 1709, under the style of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. At the same time the 
company advanced a loan to the,state of £3,190,000 at 3 per cent, interest, 
in consideration of the exclusive privile^ to trade to all places between the 
Cape of Good Hope and the ^traits of Magellan. 
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Hie eaiiy Toyagee of the oempeny, from 1000 to 1012, are dfartingufahed as 
the "separate voyam/’ tardve in number. The subseribeia iiMUvidiiaDy 
boie the exp**™** ^ each voxa^e, and reaped the whole profits. With the 
exception the fourth, all these separate voyages were whihr prosperous, 
the profits hardly ever falling below 100 per cent. After 1012 the voyages 
were conducted on t^ joint-stock account. 1 , 

During the civil wars the company shared in the dedme of every ottier 
branch of trade and industry. But soon after the accession of Charles ll they 
obtaihM a new charter, fwhich not only confirmed liieir ancient privileges but 
vested m them authority, through their a^nts in India, to make peace and 
war with any prince or people not Ijcing Christians, and to seize within their 
limits and send home as prisoners, any Englishmen found without a licence. 
It may well be suptxised that in the hands of any exclusive company this last 
privilege was not likely to he dormant. Thus, on one occasion, when one of 
their governors had biwn urged to enforce the jienalties against interlopers 
with the utmost rigour, and hod replied that unhappily the laws of Eiftland 
would not let him proceetl so far as might lie wLsIh^cI — Sir Josiah Child, as 
chainnan of the c(>urt of dirt'ctors, wrote back in ang(T us follows- “We 
expect tiiat our orders are to \x' your rules, aiui not t he laws of England, which 
are a heoyi of nonsc'nse, c‘ornpil(*d by a few ignorant eounlnr«gimtlemen. who 
hanllv know how to iiiake laws for the pood of their own families much less 
for the regulating of companies and foreign commerce.’^ 


EXGLian COI4-1STON8 WITH TIIK rORTl'OT’r.SE ANT) THE DITCH 

After the grant of the first charter by QiM'en lOhzalK^th and the growth of 
the company’s trade in In<lia, their two main fartonea Mere fixed at Surat and 
Bantam, ciurat was thdi the prinej|MiI sea-port of the Mughal Empire, where 
the Mohamnuslan pilgrims wore Monl to assc'mble for their voyag^ towards 
Mecca. Bantam, from its p(xsition in the island of Java, cximmancled the liest 
part of the spice trade. But at Surat the comiwiny’.s serv’^ants were harassed 
by the hostility of the Portuguese, as at Bantam by the hostility of the Dutch. 

To such height‘s did thest* difft fences rim* that in the EiuQish assist^ 
the Persians in tlic reeo\er>' of Onnuz from the Portuguese, and in 1623 the 
Dutch commitUsl the outrage termed the Massacre of Amboyna — putting 
to death, after a trial and confession of guilt extorted by torture, (’aptain 
ToTrerson aiul nine other EnglishriKm, on a charge of conspiracy. In the final 
result many voiirs afterwards the factories both at Bantam and Burat were 
relmquished by the company. Other and new'er settlements of theirs h^, 
meanwhile, grown into importance. ^ 

In 1640 the English obtained permission from a Hindu prince in m 
Camaiic to purchase the ground adjoining the Portuguese scdtlement of 8t. 
"fhomd, on which they proceede<l to raise Fort 8t. George and the town of 
Madras. “At the Company’s first beginning to build a fort" — thus writes 
the Agency — “ there were only the French pculre^s and about six fishermen’s 
housesl” But in a very few years Madras had become a thriving town. 
About twenty years afterwards, on the marriagfc of Charkis IT to Catherine of 
Bmganza, the toiim and island of Bombay were ceded to theAing of England 
as a part of the infanta’s dowry. For some time the Portuguese governor 
^ntinued to evi^ the grant, alWing that ^ patenf of his majesty was not 
in accordance witb the customs oi Portugal; he was compeUed to yield; but 
the possession being found on trial to eost more thail it pr^ooed, it was given 
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up by King Charles to the East India Company, and became one of their 
principal stations. 

Considering the beauty and richness of Bengal, a proverb was current 
among the Europeans that there are a hundred gates for entering and not one 
for leaving it. fee Dutch, the Portuguese, and the English had established 
their factories at or near the town of nooghly [Hugh] on one of the branches 
— also called Hooghly — of the Ganges. But during the reign of James II 
the imprudence of some of the company’s servants, and the seizure of a Mughal 
junk had highly incensed the native powers. The English foimd it neiSessary 
to leave Hooghly, and drop twenty-five miles down the river to the village of 
Sutanati. Some petty hostilities ensued, not only in Bengal but along the 
coasts of India; several small factories of the company were taken and plun- 
dered, nor did they speed well in their endeavours cither for defence or reprisal. 

It was about this period that their settlement at Surat was finally trans- 
ferred to Bombay. So much irritated was Aurangzeb at the reports of these 
hostilities that he issued orders for the total expulsion of the company’s ser- 
vants from his dominions, but he was appeased by the humble apologies of the 
English traders, and the earnest intercession of the Hindu, to whom this com- 
merce was a source of profit. The English might even have resumed their 
factory at Hooghly, but preferred their new station at Sutanati, and in 1698 
obtained from the Mughal, on payment of an annual rent, a grant of the land 
on which it stood. Then, without delay, they began to construct for its 
defence a citadel, named Fort William, under whose shelter there grew by 
degrees from a mean village the great town of Calcutta — the capital of modem 
India. 

Thus before the accession of the house of Hanover these three main sta- 
tions — Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay — had been erected into 
presidencies or central posts of government, each independent of the rest. 
Each was governed by a president and a council of nine or twelve members, 
appointed by the court of directors in England. Each was surrowuded with 
fortifications, and guarded by a small force, partly European and partly native, 
in the service of the company. The Europeans were either recruits enlisted 
in England or strollers and deserters from other services in India. Among 
these the descendants of the old settlers, especially the Portuguese, were 
called Topasses — from the tope or hat which they wore instead of turban. 
The natives, as yet ill-armed and ill-trained, were known by the lAme of 
sepoys — a corruption from the Indian word sipahij a soldier. But the 
territory of the English scarcely extended out of sight of their towns, nor had 
their military preparations any other object than the unmolested enjo 3 mient of 
their trade. Far from aiming at conquest and aggrandisement, they had 
qfi^n to tremble for their homes. So late as 1742 the Mahratta Ditch was 
dug round a part of Calcutta, to protect the city from an inroad of the fierce 
race of Sivaji. 

THE FRENCH SETTLEMENTS: LA BOURDONNAIS AND DUPLEIX 

Even before the commencement of the eighteenth century, it might be said 
that all rivalry fiad ceased in <^ndia between the company’s servants and the 
Dutch or Portuguese. The latter, besides tlfeir treaties of close alliance with 
England, had utmrly declined from their ancient greatness and renown. The 
Dutch directedoby far iheir principal attention to their possessions in Java 
and the adjoining islands. But another still more formidable power had 
already struck root on the Indian soil. 
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Tinder Louie XIV had eeUbliBhed an East India CompaiiY ■ 
in emulation of the English; like them, th^ had obtained a settlement on tne 
Hooghl}^ itver — at Chandemagor, above Calcutta; like them, ihev had built 
a fort on the coast of the Carnatic, about eMty milce south of Madras, whkh 
they called Pondicherry. In Malabar and Khandcsh they had no settlement 
to vie with Bombay; but on the other hand they had colonised two fertile 
i^nds in the Indian Ocean — the one formerly a Dutch pxjss^ion, and called 
Mauritius, from Prince Maurice of Orange; the second, discovered by the 
Portugese, with the a{)pellation of Mascorenhas. The first now received 
the name of Isle de P'rance, and the second of Isle de Bourbon, and both, 
under the assiduous care of their new masters, rapidly grew in wealtli and 
fiopulation. On the whole, the settlements of the French on the Indian coasts 
and seas T\ere governed by two presidencies — the one at Isle de France, the 
other at Poniiicherry. 

It so chaneed that at the breaking out of the war between France and 
Fiiigland in 1744 both the French presidencies were ruled by men of superior 
genius. Mah^‘ do la Boiinlonnais commanded at Isle de PVance; a man of 
Breton blood, full of the generous ardour, of the resolute finnness, which have 
ever marked that noble race Since his tenth year he had served in the navy 
on van(»os voyages from th« Baltic to the Indian sc»jus, and4ie hatl acqui^ 
consumniato skill, not only in the direction and pilotage but in the buildi^ 
and equipment oi a fleet. Nor was he leas skilled in the cares of civil admin- 
istration. It is to him that Mauritius owes the hrst dawn of its prosperity. 
F.ver zealous for his enuiitr>'’s welfare, he wius y(‘t incapable of pursuing it 
by any other means than those of honour and good faith. 

Dupleix was the son of a fanner general, and the heir of a considerable 
fortune I'roru early youth he had lieen employed by the Frf»neh p]ast India 
Company, and had gradually risen to the government of Pondicherry and of 
all the subordinate faetones on the continent of Hindustan. During his 
w’h(yh* cari'cr he had zealously studied the int«*n*hts of the company witnout 
neglecting hm own, and the abilities which he had displayed were great and 
vanoiLs. Tlie calculations of commerce were not more habitual or more easy 
to him than the annainonts of war or the w'iles of diolomacy. With the idea 
of Inrlian sovereignty evei active in his mind, he had plunged headlong into all 
the tangled and oliscure intrigues of the native powers. Above all he caballed 
wMth tba native nauxib [or nabob] or d*'puted prince of Arcot, or, as sometimes 
called, af the Carnatic (Arcot Ix'ing the capital, and Carnatic the country), 
and w'ith his suixirior the subahdar or viceroy of the Deccan, more frequently 
termed the nizavi 

Beguiled by a childidi vanity, he was eager to assume for himself, as 
they did, the pompous titles of nawah and bahaditr, which, as he pretenqgd, 
had been conferred upon him by the court of Delhi. His breach of fSth 
on several occasions with his enemies is even less to be condemned than his 
perfidy to some of his own countrymen and colleagues. But fortunate was it 
perhaps for the supremacy of England in the East, that two such great com- 
manders as Dupleix and La Bourdonnais should by the fault of the first 
have become estranged from any effective combination, and have turned 
their separate energies against each other. • • 


J CompMT was foandad in 1604 ; a aeoold in 1611 ; a thlfd in 

1615 ; FUchellea'a in 16« ; Colbert’s in 1^ and a sixth in 1710, called the ’’Compaffole dm 
^ Wspt Indian companies ^th those S^ensnal 

Sto N^al aSLSST tbn king in 1769. and the compnnj abolkhedV 
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On the declaration of war in 1744 an English sauadron under Commodore 
Barnet had been sent to the Indian seas. La Bourdonnais, exerting his scanty 
means with indefatigable perseverance, succeeded in fitting out nine ships, 
but nearly all leaky and unsound, and he embarked upwards of three thousand 
men, but of these there were four hundred invalids and seven hundred Kaffirs 
or Lascars. On the 6th of July, 1746, the two fleets engaged near Fort St. 
David, but the battle began and ended in a distant caicnon^e. Next niominj^ 
the English stood out to sea, while the French directed their course to Pondi- 
cherry. The object of La Bourdonnais was the capture of Madras, and he 
made a requisition on Dupleix for some stores and sixtv pieces of artilleiy. 
But the jealous mind of Dupleix could ill brook contributing to his rivars 
success. He refused the stores, allowed only thirty cannon of inferior calibre, 
and sent on board water so bad as to produce a dysentery in the fleet. 

N®t disheartened, however, by these unexpected difficulties. La Bourdon- 
nais appeared off Madras in September, 1746, and proceeded to disembark 
his motley force. The city, though at this period rich and populous, was ill- 
defended; one division, called the Black Town, only covered by a common 
wall; the other,* the White Town, or Fort St. George, begirt with a rampart 
and bastions, but these very slight and faulty in construction. There were 
but three hundred Englishmen in the colony, and of them only two hundred 
were soldiers. ITnder such circumstances no effective resistance could be 
expected; nevertheless the garrison sustained a bombardment dtttjng three 
days, and obtained at last an honourable capitulation. It was agreed that 
the English should be prisoners of war upon parole, and that the town should 
remain in possession of the French until it should be ransomed. La Bourdon- 
nais giving his promise that the ransom required should be fair and moderate. 
The sum was fixed some time afterwards between the French commander and 
the English council at 440,()(X)Z. On these terms the invaders mawihed in; 
the keys were delivered by the governor at the gate, and the French colours 
were displayed from Fort St. George. Not a single Frenchman had been 
killed during the siege, and only four or five English from the explosion of 
a bomb. 

Dupleix could not restrain his resentment when he heard the terms of 
the capitulation. To his views of sovereignty in India it was essential that 
the English should be expelled the country, and Madras be either retained or 
rased to the ground. Accordingly when La Bourdonnais again disembarked 
at Pondicherry with the spoils of the conquered town, a long and fierce alter- 
cation arose between the rival chiefs. 

These differences with Dupleix prevented La Bourdonnais from pursuing 
had designed, his expedition against the other British settlements in 
India. All his proposals for a union oi counsels and resources were scornfully 
rejected by Dupleix, who had now no other object than to rid himself of m 
aspiring collea^e. For this object he stooped at length to deliberate false- 
hood. He gave a solemn promise to fulfil the capitulation of Madras, on the 
faith of which La Bourdonnais consented to re-embark, leaving a part of his 
fleet with Duplefx, and steerinfe with the rest to Achin in quest of some Eng- 
lish ships. Not succeeding in the search he returned to the Mauritius, and 
from thence to France, to answer for his conduct. On his voyage home he 
was taken by the English, and cpnveyed to London, but was there received 
with respect and dismiasea on parole. 

At Paris, on the contrary, he found himself preceded by the perfidious 
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insinuatioDB of his rival He waa thrown into the Bastille, his fortune plun- 
detvd his papers seised, and his will tom open. He waa secluiied from his wife 
and children, and c^'en debarred the use of pen and ink for his defence. When 
after nmny months* suspense he was examined before a royal co mm i ss ion he 
heard his services denied, his integrity questioned, and the decBne of com- 
merce resulting from the war urg^ as his reproach. Will 3 rou explain,** 
asked of him one of the East Indian Directors, “how it liappened that under 
your management your own private affairs liavc thriven so well and thoee of 
tht* Company so Ur** « , , . . j 

“ Because,** answered La Bourdormaia without hesitation, I managed mjr 
own aiffairs according to m 3 ' own judgment, and 1 nianii|ged the Company s 
according to your instructions^’* After many harassing inquiries, and three 
years’ detention, his inm^eence was puMiely acknowledged, hut his long 
Imprisonment had broken his heidth, or rather, perhap, his heart ; he lingered 
for some time in a painful illness, and in 1754 expired. The government, 
wise and just too late, granted a pension to his widow. 


THF AMBITIONS AND SUCCESSES OF DUPLEIX 

Only seven days after La Hourdonnais had sailed from Pondieherry, 
Dupleix, m utter dehanec* of Iiis recent promise, obtained a warrant from his 
eouiuil annulling the capitulation of Madras. Thus, so far from restoring 
tlu* city 'Mthm a few we(‘ks, on payment of the stipulated sum, the pnncipal 
in ha bit. 'in ta. were brought under a guard to Pondicherr}', and paraded in 
tnuiu}>h through the stn*etft Sueh conduct had, at least, the advantage 
of ab^ohing them from the (»bhgation of their pr(*vious parole, and aevem 
of iliem, assuming Hindu attire or other di^'giiises, made their way from 
rondicherry to Fort St. David, the two w^ttlemimts being less than twenty 
miles asun(i(*r Among thost^ who thus eseaixMl \^aa young liobert Clive, then 
a merehant's rl(‘rk, afler\^anlh a conqu<*roi and staU^sman. 

It Mas not long (TO some tn>oj)h wen^ semt out by Dupleix (Dupleix him- 
self MILS no Marnor) tor the reduetum of I'oH Si I»uvid, but the nawabof 
Areot, to Mhom the ces.sion of Madra.s had l)eeri promised, U'ing nowdisap- 
IKunt(d in his ho|»es and filled with n-sentment, joined liis forceps ts the Eng- 
lish, and the invaders wen' repulsed with loss. Not discouraged, Dupleix 
ofX'ncsJ a new negotiation with the nnwab, who, on some fr(* 8 h lunsi field 
out to him, consented to des(Tt the English, and again embrace the French 
interest Tlius, m March, 1747, Dupleix could under Ix'tter auspices resume 
Ills exrx.Thtion against Fort St. Davul, and hts soldiers w'erf* advancing, as they 
thought, to a certain conquest, when a numlxir of ships wen' dohcned in the 
offing as alxiut to anchor m the roads. These wrere no sooner n'cogniswl as 
Englush than the French relinquished their design, and hasUm^'d back Uf 
PonJich' rry. 

The English fleet, thus opportune in its appearance, was commanded by 
Admiral Griffin, who had been sent from England with two men-of-war to 
strengthen the Bengal squadron. In the next ensuing months further rein- 
forcements, both naval and military, were brought at different times by 
Admiral Boscawen and Major Lawrence; the former taking the 6 hief command 
at sea, and the second on shore. So large was this accession of for(» as to 
turn at once, and heavily, the sc^aie against the French. It bfcame possible 
nay, even, m it seemed, not difficult, to retaliate the loss of Madras by the 
^ • ^^P^cheiry. With this view the English took the field in August^ 
1748, having in readiness two thousand seven hundred European troops, one 
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thousand sailors who had been taught the manual exercise during the voyage, 
and two thousand sepoys in the service of the companv. 

At the news of this armament, the greatest perhaps from modem Europe 
which India had yet seen, the nawab of Arcot hastened to change sides once 
more, and declare himself an English ally; he even promised the succour of 
two thousand horse, but only sent three hundred. Dupleix, on his part, 
could muster eighteen hundred Europeans and three thousand sepoys, but 
his dispositions were by far the more skilful and able. He knew how to 
inspire his men with military ardour, while the English were dispirited by 
the want of practice in their commanders, wasted by sickness, and harassed by 
rains which nad begun three weeks before the usual season. At length they 
found it necessary to raise the siege, after thirty-one days of open trenches, 
and the loss of one thousand men. The French governor, in his usual boastful 
strain, immediately proclaimed his triumph by letters to all the chief subah- 
dars of India, and even to the great Mughal. 

^Such was the state of affairs in India when the tidings came that a peace 
haa been signed at Aix-la-Chapelle [Aachen], and that a restitution of conquests 
had been stipulated. It became necesssary for Dupleix to vield Madras to 
the English, which he did with extreme reluctance and after long delay. On 
this occasion pf recovering Madras, the English also took possession of St. 
Thom4, which the natives had conquered from the Portuguese. 

The rival settlements of Pondicherry and Madras, though now debarred 
from any further direct hostility, were not long in assailing each other indi- 
rectly, as auxiliaries in the contests of the native princes. A new scene was 
rapidly opening to the ambition of Dupleix. The nizam, or viceroy of the 
Deccan under the Mughal, had lately died, and been succeeded by his son, 
Nasir Jang, but one of his grandsons, Muzaffar Jang, had claimed the 
vacant throne. At the same time in the dependent province of the Carnatic, 
Chanda Sahib, son-in-law of a former nawab, appeared as a competitor to 
the reigning prince, Anwaru-din. ^ 

Dupleix eagerly seized the opportimity to enhance his own importance, 
by establishing through his aid a viceroy of the Deccan and a nawab of the 
Carnatic. He promised his support to the two pretenders, who had com- 
bined ther interests and their armies, and who were now reinforced with two 
thousand sepoys and several hundred Europeans. Nor did they want skilful 
officers from Pondicherry; one, above all, the marquis de*Bussy, showed him- 
self no less able in the field than Dupleix was in council. In August, 1749, 
a battle ensued beneath the fort of Ambur, when the discipline of the French 
auxiliaries turned the tide of victory, and when the veteran and subtle nawab, 
Anwaru-din, was slain. His capital, Arcot, and the greater part of his 
dominions fell into the hands of the conauerors. ^ 

* His son, Muhammed Ali, with the wreck of his amiy, fled to'Trichinopoli. 
and endeavoured to maintain himself, assuming the title of nawab of Arcot, and 
acknowledged as such by the English; but their zeal in his behalf was faint 
and languid, and, moreover, they were at this juncture entangled with some 
insignificant operations in Tanjore. Dupleix, on the contrary, was all activity 
and ardour. Even on learning that his confederate, Muzaffar Jang, had 
suffered a revirse of fortunj® and was a prisoner in the camp of Nasir Jang 
he did not slacken either in warfare or negotiation. When, at length, in 
December, 17S0, the army which he had set m motion came in sight of Nasir 
Jang’s, the Indian prince viewed its scanty numbers with scorn. But a con- 
spiracy had b^n formed by th? French among his own followers; one of them 
aimed a carabine as Nasir Jang rode up on his elephant, and the Indian 
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prince fen dead on the plain. His head was then seYered from Us body, and 
MjTied on a pole before the tent of Muaaffar Jang, who, ftoed from his fetters, 
was by the whole united army hailed as the niaam. 

The exultation of Dupleix knew no bounds. On the spot whsia Nasir 
Jang bad faUen he began to build a town with the pompous title of Dupleix 
Fatmibad — the CSty of the Victory of Dupleix — and m the midst of that 
town he laid the foundation of a stately pillar, whose four sides wore to bear 
inscriptions proclaiming in four different languages the triumph of liis arms. 
With the same vaingloriotis spirit he resolved to celebrate, at the seat of 
his own government, the installation of the new nizam. On the day of that 
ceremony he might have passed for an Asiatic potentate as he entered the 
town in the same palanquin with his ally, and in the gi^b of a Mohammedan 
amir, with which the prince himself had clothed him. He accepted, or 
assumed, the government, under the Mughal, of all the country along the 
eastern coast wtwetm tlie river Kistna and Cape Comorin; a country little 
less in extent than Fraiitx' itself. 

No p(*tition was granted by the nizam unless signed by the hand of Dupleix; 
no money wiih henceforth to lie current in the Carnatic except from the mint 
of Pondicherry. ''Send me reinforcements,'* wrote Bussy to his chief, “and 
in one year mou* the emp(‘ror shall tremble at the name of Difpleix!" But 
the French governor senm discovered that his own vanity had been a fatal 
bar in the way of his ambition. ITis rivals at Fort St. George and Fort St. 
David took an alarm at liLs lofty titles which they might not have felt so soon 
as his extended fxiwer. 

It aprx'ared on this occasion, tt» the heads of the English factory, that, 
although tln‘ contest for the Deccan had lxjt*n decided by the fall of Nasir 
Jang they might still advantag(H)ualy take part in the contest for the Car- 
iiatif*. Accordingly they w'nt several hundred men under Captain Gingens 
to n*inforce their confederate, \fuhamni(<l Ali; but these* troops were put to 
flight at A'olkondah, and comjxdl<*d tf> take shelter with Muhamnied Ali in 
his last stronghold of Trichiiiofxili Tliere he was soon besieged and closely 
prc*S9ed by the army of Chanda Sahib, and the auxiliaries of Dupleix. If the 
place should fall it was clear that the French would gain the mastery over 
all the provinces adjoining Fort St. George and F^ort St„ David, and would 
at the tirst opportunity n‘new their attack uix)n those settlements. On the 
other hand, the English w'ere at thLs time ill prt'panni for any further active 
hostilities; their orily officer of ex|)crience, Major Lawrence, had gone home, 
and the garri.sons n^maining f(ir their own defence were extit*inely small. 
There seemed almost equal danger in remaining p)as8ive or in Sicily advanc- 
ing. Tliese (louhts were stjlved, these perils overcome, by the energy of one 
man — Robert Clive. 

THE RISE or ROBERT CLIVE 

Tlie father of Clive was a gentleman of old family but small estate, residing 
near Market Drayton in Shropshire. There Robert, his eldest son, was born 
in 1725. From early childhood the boy showed a most daring gnd turbulent 
spirit. At various schools to which he was sent hl6 appears to have been idle 
and intractable. Even in after life he was never remarkable fey scholarship; 
and his friendly bio^apher, Malcolm,^ admits that wide as was his influence 
over the native tripes of India, he was little, if at all, acqoainted with 
their languages. His father was soon offendeid at his waywardness and 
neglect of his studies, and instead of a profession g|^home, obtained for him 
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a writen^p in tiie East India Company’s service, and in the preskieney of 
Madras. 

There is no doubt that the climate at Madras was unfavourable to his 
health, and his duty at the desk ill-suited to his temper. But worse than all 
other discomfort was his own constitutional and morbid melancholy — a 
melancholy which may yet be traced in the expression of his portraits, and 
which, afterwards heightened as it were by bodily disease and mental irritation, 
closed the career of this great chief by the act of his own hand befcjfe he had 
attained the age of fifty years. As a writer at" Madras he twice one day 
snapped a pistd at his own head. Finding it miss fire, he calmly waited imtil 
his room was entered by an acquaintance, whom he requested to fire the pistol 
out of the window. The gentleman did so, and the pistol went off. At this 
proof that it had been rightly loaded Clive sprang up with the exclamation, 
“Surely then I am reserved for something^” and relinquished his design. 

We have already found occasion to relate how Clive was led a prisoner from 
F6rt St. George to Pondicherry, and how he effected his escape from Pondi- 
cherry to Fort St. David. 

From this time forward, however, the undaunted spirit of Clive found a 
nobler scope against the public enemy. During the petty hostilities which 
ensued — when the merchants’ clerks were almost compelled in self-defence 
to turn soldiers — the name of Ensign or Lieutenant Clive is often, and always 
honourably, mentioned, and during the intervals of these hostilities he returned 
to his ledgers and accounts; but on the emergency produced by the successes 
of Dupleix, the siege of Trichinopoli, and the departure of Major Lawrence, he 
accepted a captain’s commission, and bade adieu to trade. With no military 
education, with so little military experience, this young man of twenty-five 
shone forth not only, as might have been foreseen, a most courtigeous, but a 
most skilful and accomplished commander. 

At this crisis he discerned that although it was not possible to affjjrd relief 
to Trichinopoli a diversion might still be effected by a well-timed surprise of 
Arcot, thus compelling Chanda Sahib to send a large detachment from his 
army. The heads of the presidency on whom he strenuously urged his views 
not only approved the design, but accepted the offer of his own services for 
its execution. Accordingly, in August, 1751, Captain Clive marched from 
Madras at the head of only three hundred sepoys and two hundred Europeans. 
Scanty as seems this force, it could only be formed by reducing the garrison 
at Fort St. David to one hundred and the garrison of Madras to fifty men; 
and of the eight officers under Clive, six had never before been in action, and 
four were merchants’ clerks who, incited by his example, took up the sword 
to follow him. A few days’ march brought the little band within ten miles 
of Arcot, and within sight of the outposts of the garrison. There a violent 
storm of thunder, lightning, and rain arose, through which, however, Clive 
undauntedly pished forward. Slight as seems this incident it became 
attended with important results, for the garrison, apprised by their out- 
posts of the behaviour of the English, were seized with a superstitious panic, 
as though their opponents were in league with the heavens, and they fled 
precipitatelyrnot only froip^ the city but from the citadel. Thus Clive, with- 
out having struck a blow, Wrehed through the streets amidst a concourse of 
a hundred thousand spectators, and took quiet possession of the citadel oi 
fort. In that stroiwhold the Arcot mercluints had, for security, depositee 
effects to the value of 50,000Zj^ which Clive punctually restored to the owners; 
and this politic act of honesty conciliated many of Ihe principal inhabitants to 
the English interest. 



THB EOBOFSAK SKFIU: IBB BIBB OB CUTB 


M 


post in the^t^^lx>urhood, made seveiul sallies against them; in the last he 
surprised them at ni|^t, and scattered or put thibi to the sword. But his 
principal busmesB was to prepare against the si^ which he expeeled, by 
collecting provisions and strengthemng the works of tlie fort As he luul 
foretold/liiB appearance at Arcot effected a divereion at Trichinopoli. Chanda 
Sahib immediately detached four thousand men from lus anny, who were 
joi^ 1^ two thousand natives from Vellore, by one hundred and fifty Euro- 
peans fi^ Pontlicherry, and by the remains of Uie fugitive garrison. Alto- 
gether, the force thus directed against Arcot exceeded ten thousand men, and 
was commanded by Raja Sahib, a son of Clianda Sahib. 

The fort in which the English were now besieged was, notwithstanding 
some hasty repairs, in gn^at measure ruinous; witli the parapet low and 
slightly built, with several of the towers decayeil, with the ditch in some parte 
fordable, in others dry, and in some chok^ up with fallen rubbish, gut 
Clive uudaunU^IIy maintained, day after day, such f^ble bulwarks against 
such o\ erw lichning riuniliera Nor did he neglect, amidst other more sub- 
stantial of defence, to play upon the fears and fancies of his super- 
stitious enemy. ^ 

After st^verai wei-ks’ siege, however, the Ix^siegers, scanty and ill-served 
as was tlieir artilh'ry, had .succecnleil ui making more than one practicable 
breach in the walls. Some succour to the gams(>n was attempted from 
Madnis, but in vain Another r€‘sc)urce, however, n'mained to Clive. He 
/(Hind means to <iespatch a measenger tlirough the enemy’s lines to Murari 
Ibio, a Mjihratta clneftain, who liad received a subsidy to mist Muhammed 
All, and who lay encamjx‘(l with six thousand men on the hills of Mysore. He 
« lit down a defachm»*nt of his troops from the hills. 

llaja Sahib, when he learned that the Mahrattas were afiproacbing, per- 
ceiv‘Hi tluit he liad no time to losi*. lie sent a flag of tnice to the garrison 
proniLsing a large sum of money if Clive would siimmder, and denouncing 
iiistunl death if Clive awaited a storm; but Ik' found his offers and his threats 
nreivcil with equal disdain, EvasjKTated at the scornful answer, he made 
e\er>' prep iratioii for a (h‘>|Krale iitta<k on the niorrow’. It W’as 4ie 14th of 
No\enil)er, the hfiieth day (»f th( siege, and the anniveiKirj' of the festival 
in coiiiinernonition of that martyr of early Idani, Ilosem, when, according to 
the creed of the MoliammcMlarLs of India any one who falls in battle against 
unliohevers ls w’afU*d at once into tlie highest n*gion ot paradise. But every 
ossiiull w’as refiiiLsed w'lth hea\'y loss. In the first jiart of the night their fire 
was nuiewed, but at two in the morning it ceased, and at the return of day lig ht, 
it appeared that they had raised the siege, and weie already out of si^t, 
leaving four hundred men dead upon the ground, with all their ammunition 
and artillery 

Elated at this result of his exertions, Clive was not slow in sallying forth 
and combinii^ his little garrison with the detachment from Murari Rao, and 
with some reinforcements from Europe which had lately landed at Madras. 
Thus strengtliened, he sought out Raja Sahib, and gave him battle near the 
towm^ of Ami. On this ficcasion he beheld for^tlie first tim# in action — 
^raily for him, ranged on his owm side — the activity and bravery of the 
Mahrattas. On the other hand, Raja Sahib, though the greater part of his 
own trojOT were dispersed, had been reinforced from Pemucherry with thm 
hundred Europeans and nearly three thousand sepoys. • The issue of the 
battle, however, was a complete victory for Clive; tiie enemy’s militaiy chest, 
con taining a hundred thousand rupees, fell into thu^iands of his Maorattas; 
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and not less than six hundred of the French sepo 3 rs, dispirited by their failure 
came over with their arms and consented to serve in the English ranks. 

Clive next proceeded against the great pagoda or Hindu temple of Con- 
jeveram, into which the French had thrown a garrison, and, entering the 
place, after three days’ cannonade, found the French garrison escaped by night 
and the English ofRcers unhurt. 

Notwithstanding these events, Raja Sahib was not disheartened. In 
January, 1752, finding that Clive had marched to F.ort St. David, he mddenly 
collected a body of his own troops and of his French auxiliaries and pushed 
forwards to Madras. Clive was recalled in haste from the south, and again 
encountered Raja Sahib with complete success. 
From the scene of action he marched back in tri- 
umph to Fort St. David, passing on his way near 
the newly raised City of the Victory of Duploix, 
and the foundation of the pompous pillar. Clive 
directed that these monuments of premature exul- 
tation should be rased to the ground. 

At Trichinopoli the effect of Clive’s earliest suc- 
cesses had been to turn the siege into a languid 
bl ockade. At this period, however, Maj or Lawrence 
returned from Europe. 

The expedition to Trichinopoli, led by Lawrence 
and Clive, was crowned with triumphant success. 
In the result the French besiegers of Muhammed 
Ali were themselves besieged in the island of Sriran- 

§ am in the river Kaveri, and were compelled to lay 
own their arms. Chanda Sahib himself surren- 
dered to a native chief named Manakji, who took 
an oath for his safety on his own sabre and poniard 
— the most sacred of all oaths to an Indian 
soldier — but who, nevertheless, shortly afterwards 
put his prisoner to death.' 

THE LAST DAYS OF DUPLEIX 

It might have been expected that such suc- 
cesses — and above all the murder of one of the 
competitors — would finally deride the conquest for 
the government of the Carnatic. But immediately after his victory Muham- 
med Ali had become involved in dissensions with his allies, the Mahrattas and 
Mysoreans, to whom he had promised, without ever really intending, the 
cession of Trichinopoli. These bickerings gave fresh life and spirit to Dupleix. 
Although he found his recent policy disapproved by his employers in Europe, 
although he received from them only reproofs instead of supplies, althoujgh 
the recruits sent out to him were according to his own description, no other 
than “ boys, shoe-blacks, and robbers,” he yet clung to his own schemes with 
unconquerable perse veranci . He laboured to train and discipline his recruits; 
and, in the want of other funds, he advanced for the public service not less 
than 140,000?. of his own money. Dupleix now resumed hostilities — again 
attempted Arcot, and again besieged Trichinopoli. Notwithstanding all his 
exertions, the warfare proved* weak and languid, and was far from enabling 
the French to recover their lost ground. 

[* Ck>lonel MaUesonv^ lot opinion that Mmjo^ Lawronoe connived at this act.] 
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Clive had for some time continued to distinguish himself in the desulto^ 
operations which followed the surrender of Srirangam. He had reduced in 
succession the two important forts of Kovlaon and Chi^eput. But his 
health was beginning to fail beneath the burning sun of India: his return to 
England had become essential to his recovery, and he embarked at Madras 
early in the year 1753, immediately after his marriage to Miss Margaret 
Maskelyne. He found himself received at home with weU-eamed approba- 
tion arid rewards. ‘The#court of directors at one of their public dinners 
drank the health of the young captain by the name of “ General Clive,” 
and, not Satisfied with this convivial compliment, voted him the gift of a 
sword set with diamonds. , 

Far different were the feelings which the directors of the French East India 
Company entertained towards Dupleix. They looked with slight interest 
on the struggles for the Carnatic, and thoi^ht the failure of their dividends 
an unanswerable argument against the policy of their governor. A negatia- 
tion for the adjustment of all differences was carried on for some time in Lon- 
don between them and their English rivals. At length they determined to 
send over M. Godeheu as their commissioner to India, with full powers to 
conclu(le a pence and to supersede Dupleix. Godeheu landed^at Pondicherry 
in August, 1754, and hastened to sign with the chiefs of the English presidency 
a provisional treaty, to be confirmed or annulled m Europe, according to 
which the French party yielded nearly all the points at issue and virtually 
acknowledged Muhammed Ali as nawab of the Carnatic. 

Dupleix, who looked on this pacification w'ith unavailing grief and anger, 
had even b(*fore its final conclusion embarked for France. There he found 
n'^ither reward for the serv'ices he had rendered nor even repayment for the 
sinns he had advanced. Where was now that proud and wily satrap so lately 
Ix'decked with pompous title.- and glittering with the gold of Trichinopoli or 
the diamonds of Golconda? Had any curious travellers at the time sought an 
answer to that question they might have found the fallen statesman reduced, 
fus is told us by himself, to the most deplorable Indigence — compiling in some 
garret another fruitless memorial, or w^aiting for many a weary hour in some 
under-secretary’s antechambei. For several years he pursued m«Bt unavad- 
ingly his claims and his complaints, until in 1703 he expired, sick at heart and 
broken in fortunes, like his rival and his victim. La Bourdonnais.^ 


COLONEL MALLESON’S ESTIMATE OF DUPLEIX 

“ It is impossible,” says Malleson,^ " to deny to Dupleix the possession of 
some of tho grcate.st (jualities with which any man has ever been endowed. 
He was a great administrator, a diplomatist of the highest order, a splendid 
organiser, a nian >v ho possessed supremely the power of influencing others.” 
Malleson ascribes to his hero not only great quickness and subtle intelligence, 
a wide range of ideas, an indomitable energv, and a persistence and determina- 
tion that could not be daunted, but also the possession of equally invaluable 
moral traits of a quite different character, maklbg him nomJ| generous, and 
sympathetic. Ho thinks Dupleix incapable of envy or jealousy, and possessed 
of a fortitude altogether admirable. And, that an extraorennary character 
may be grounded out in almost every direction, it is declared even that the 
Frenchman possessed a capacity for the practice of arms7in witness of which, 
attention is called to his conduct at the siege of Pondicherry by Boscawen. 
All of this savours somewhat o^adulatiom yet ^^es to remind us that the 
capa^ty to excite such enthusiasm is in ifielf one of the tr^ts of the hero.a 
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CLIVERS RETURN AS GOVERNOR (1766 A.D.) 

Within two years the health of Clive grew strong in his native air, and his 
spirit began to pine for active service. On the other hand, experience of his 
merits, and apprehension of a war with France, rendered both the king’s 
ministers and the East India Company eager to employ him. From the former 
he received the rank of lieutenant colonel in the army, from the latter the office 
of governor of Fort St. David. Landing at BonA)ay with some tfbops in 
November, 1755, he found there Admiral Watson and a British squadron. 
There was little at that time on the coast of Coromandel to demanS the exer- 
tions of these two commanders, and they thought the opportunity tempting 
to reduce in conjunction a formidable nest of pirates, about two degrees south 
of Bombay. Their spoils, valued at £120,000, were shared as prize-money 
between the naval and military captors. 

ilaving performed this service in February, 1756, Clive pursued his voyage 
to Fort St. David, and took the charge of his government on the 20th of June 
— the very day when the nawab of Bengal was storming Fort William. In 
fact a crisis had now occurred on the shores of the Hooghly, threatening the 
utmost dangeiy and calling for the utmost exertion. 

SIRAJ-UD-DAULA 

The viceroys of Bengal, like the viceroys of the Deccan, retained only a 
nominal dependence on the Mughal Empire. From their capital, Murshidal)ad 
(Moorshedabad) — ^'a city,” says Clive, ‘^as extensive, populous, and licli as 
the city of London” — they sent forth absolute and uncontrolled decrees 
over the wide provinces of Bengal, Orissa, and Beliar, ill-disguised by the 
mockery of homage to that empty phantom ^‘the Kings of Kings” at Delhi. 
The old nawab, Ali Vardi Khan, had died in April, 1756, and been succeeded by 
his grandson, Siraj-ud-Daula (Surajah Dowlah), a youth only nineteen yc'ars 
of age. Siraj-ud-Daula combined in no small degree a ferocious temper with 
a feeble understanding. The torture of birds and beasts had been the pastime 
of his childRiood, and the sufferings of his fellow-creatures became the sport of 
his riper years. His favourite companions were buffoons and flatterers, with 
whom he indulged in every kind of debauchery, amongst others, the immod- 
erate use of ardent spirits. Towa) ds the Europeans, and the Englisli especially, 
he looked with ignorant aversion, and still more ignorant contempt. He was 
often heard to say that he did not believe there were ten thousand men in all 
Europe. 

Differences were not slow to arise between such a prince as Siraj-ud-Daula 
and his neighbours, the British in Bengal. He seized the British factory at 
K^imbazar, the port of Murshidabad upon the river, and he retained the 
chiefs of that settlement as his prisoners. Siraj-ud-Daula had heard much 
of the wealth at Calcutta; that wealth he was determined to secure; and 
he soon appeared before the gates at the head of a numerous army. 

i. 

THE BLACK HOLE OF CALCUTTA (1756 A.D.) 

The defences of Calcutta, notwithstanding the wrath which they had 
stirred in the nawab. vfere at thi^s time slight and inconsiderable. For a garri- 
son there were less than two hundred Europeans, and scarcely more than one 
thousand natives, hastily trained as militia, and armed with matchlocks. 

No example of spirit vfe set thejjn by theirichiefs. On the contrary, tb^ gov- 
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emor, Mr. Drake, and the commanding officer, Captain Minchin, being struck 
with a disgraceful panic, embarked in a boat and escaped down the Hooghly. 

Under these circumstances a civilian, Mir. Holwell, though not the senior 
servant of the company, was by the general voice called to tlie direction of 
affairs. At this time the nawab’s artillery was already thundering at the 
walls, yet under every disadvantage Mr. Holwell protracted for two days 
longer the defence of the fort. Wien at length, on the evening of the 20th 
of June,^ resistance hacLceased, the nawab seated himself in the great hall 
of the factory, and rt'ceivea the congratulations of his courtiers on his prowess. 
Soon after lie sent for Mr. Holwell, to wdiom he expressed much resentment 
at the prt‘sumption of the English in daring to defend their fort, and much 
dissatisfaction at his having found so small a bom — only 50,000 rupees — in 
their treasury. On the wdiole, however, he seemed more gracious than his 
character gave reason to expect, and he i)romised, “on the word of a soldier,” 
as he said, that the lives of his prisrmers should be spared. ^ 

Thus dismissed by tlie tyrant, and led bark to the other captives, Mr. Hol- 
woll cheered I liern ith the promise of th(‘ir safety. We are told liow, relieved 
from their terrors and unconscious of their doom, they laughed and jested 
amongst themselves. But their joy and their jesting wen* of short duration. 
They had been left at the disposal of the officers of the guard, wno determined 
to s(‘cur(‘ them for the night in the common dungeon of the fort — a dungeon 
known tf) the English by tlie name of the Black Hole — its size only eighteen 
feet by fourteen; its airholes only two small window's, and these overhung by 
a low veranda. Into this cell — hitherto dcbigned and employed for the eon- 
hnement of some lialf dozen mah'fat*tors at a lime — it wtis now resolved to 
thrust a hundred and forty-five European men and oni‘ Englishwoman, some 
of tii»*m siilTering from recent wounds, and this in the night of the Indian sum- 
mer-solstice, w’hen the fiercest heat was raging! Into this cell accordingly 
the unhapiw prisoners, in spite of their expostulations, were driven at the 
point of the sabre, the last, from the throng and narrow space, being pressed 
in with considerable difliculty, and the doors lx*ing then by main force closed 
and locked bdiiiid tliem.^ 

Nothing in history or fiction [says Macaulay], not even the st^ry which 
Ugolino told in the sea of everlasting ice, after he had wiped his bloody lips 
on the scalp of his murderer, approachf's the horrors which were recounted by 
the few survivors of that night. They cried for mercy. They strove to burst 
the door. Holwell, who even in that extremity retained some presence of 
mind, offered large bribes to the gaolers. But the answer was tliat nothing 
could be done w'ithout the nawab’s orders, that the nawab was asleep, and that 
he would be angry if anybody w'oke him. 

Then the prihoners went mad with despair. Tliey trampled each other 
down; foughi for the places at the windows; fought for the pittance of water 
with which the cruel mercy of the murderers mocked their agonies; raved, 
prayed, blasphemed; implored the guards to fire among them. The gaolers 
in the meantime held lights to the bars, and shouted with laughter at the 
frantic struggles of their victims. At length the tumult died away in low 

S ’ngs and moanings. The day broke. Th% nawab had •slept off his 
Lieh, and permitted the door to be opened. But it was some timp before 
the soldiers could make a lane for the survivors by piling up oiP each side the 
heaps of corpses on which the burning climate had already begun to do its 
loathsome work. 

When at length a passage was made, twenty-three ghastly figures, such as 
their oym mothers would not have known^stag^end one by one out of the 
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charnel-house. A pit was instantly du^. The dead bodies, a hundred and 
twenty-three in number, were flung into it promiscuously and covered up. 

But these things which after the lapse of years cannot be told or read with- 
out horro^ awakened neither remorse nor pity in the bosom of the savage 
nawab. He inflicted no punishment on the murderers. He showed no tender- 
ness to the survivors. Some of them, indeed, from whom nothing was to be 
gained, were suffered to depart; but those from whom it was thought that any 
thing could be extorted were treated with execrable cruelty. HolweH, unable 
to walk, was carried before the tyrant, who reproached him, threatened him, 
and sent him up the country in irons, together with some other gentlemen who 
were suspected of knowing more than they chose to tell about the treasures of 
the company. These persons, still bowed down by the sufferings of that great 
agony, were lodged in miserable sheds, and fed only with grain and water, 
tul at length the intercessions of the female relations of the nawab procured 
thfir release. One Englishwoman had survived that night. She was placed 
in the harem of the prince at Muishidabad.^ 

ENGLISH ALLIANCE WITH THE NAWAB 

At Calcutta meanwhile Siraj-ud-Daula was lending a ready ear to the 
praises of his courtiers, who assured him that his reduction of the British 
settlement was the most heroic and glorious achievement performed in India 
since the days of Timur. In memory of the Divine blessing (for so he deemed 
it) he ordered that on his arms Calcutta should thenceforward bear the name 
of Alinagar — the Port of God.” Another edict declared that no English- 
man should ever again presume to set foot within the territory. Then, leaving 
a garrison of three thousand men in Calcutta, and levying large sums, by way 
of contribution, from the Dutch at Chinsura and the French at Chandarnagar, 
Siraj-ud-Daula returned in triumph to his capital. ^ 

It was not till the 16th of August that tidings of the events of Calcutta 
reached Madras. Measures were then in progress for sending a detaclunent 
into the Deccan to counteract the influence of Bussy. But all other consid- 
erations were overborne by the cry for vengeance against Siraj-ud-Daula, and 
the necessity of aa expedition to Bengal. It happened fortunately that 
Admiral Watson and his squadron had returned from the western coast and 
were now at anchor in the roads It happened also, from the projected march 
to the Deccan, that the land-forces were at this period comlnned, and ready 
for action. The presidency s’ommoncd Clive from Fort St. David, and 
appointed him chief of the intended expedition. 

THE BRITISH IN INDIA 

On the whole the force entrusted to Clive amounted to nine hundred 
Europeans, and fifteen hundred sepoys. The powers granted him were to be 
in all military matters independent of the memoers of the council of Calcutta; 
but his instructions were positive and peremptory, to return at all events and 
under any ckcumstances Ijy the month of April next, about which time a 
French expedition was expected on the coast of Coromandel. 

The armafiient of Clive and Watson having been delayed two months by 
quarrels at Madras, and two more by contrary winds at sea, did not enter the 
nooghly until the middle of December, and then they pushed forward against 
Calcutta. The scanty garrison left by Siraj-ud-Daula ventured to sally forth, 
but waa easily routed the loss of one hundred and fifty men. Calcutta, 
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after one or two random dischaives from the wall, was quietly abandoned to 
the English, who thus on the 2nd of January, 1757, again became masters of 
the place. Nay, more, after this first success, Clive and Watson advanced 
against the town of Hooghly, which they stormed and sacked with little loss. 
TOs was the first opportunity of distinction to Captain Coote, afterwards Sir 

Eyre Coote. , . . , , , . , 

At these tidings, Siraj-ud-Daula, much irritated, but also in some degree 
alarmed marched back fiym Murshidabad at the head of forty thousand men. 
By this lime intelligence had reached India of the declaration of war between 
France and England, and the nawab proposed to the French at Chandamagar 
that they should join him with their whole force, amounting to several hundred 
Europeans. But the meinoiy’’ of their rever«5es on the coast of Coromandel 
■was still present in their minds, and they not only rejected the nawab’s over- 
ture, but made an overture of their own to the English for a treaty of neutrality. 
As, however, the French at Chandamagar did not, like the English at Calcutta, 
fonn a sep*inite presidency, but were dependent on the government of Pdhdi- 
chorr>^ thev had not in truth the powers to conclude the treaty they pro- 
po‘^ed, aneffor this and other reasons it was finally rejected by the British 
chiefs. 


During this time Siraj-ufl-Daula had advanced close upon Port William,^ at 
the head of his large but ill-disciplined and irregular anny. Clive, considering 
the (li*^ parity of numbers, resolved to surprise the enemy in a night attack. 
Tlie loss of the English in the action which ensued was no less than one hundred 
sepoys and one hundred and twenty Europeans — a great proportion of their 
little army. 

Yet if the object of Clive had been mainly to show the superiority of the 
Eu'^opeans in warfare, and to strike terror into the mind of the nawab, that 
object was fully attained. Siraj-ud-Daula passed from an ignorant contenmt 
of the English to a kind of timid aw’e. He agreed to grant them the confir- 
mation of their previous privileges — the right to fortify Calcutta in any 
manner they pleasc'd — the exemption of all merchamlise under their passes 
from fees and tolls — and the restoration of or compensation for all such of 


their plundered effects as had been carried to the nawab’s account. 

Three days after a pc'ace had been signed on these conditions tffe new-born 
friendship of the nawab for the English, joined to some fear of a northward 
invasion from the Afghans, led him so far as to propose another article for an 
intimate alliance, offensive and defensive. It seenicd ignominious, and a 
stain on the honour of England, to conclude such a treaty, or indeed any 
tr(‘aty, with the author of the atrocities of the Black Hole, while those atroci- 
ties remained without the slightest satisfaction, requital, or apology. But, 
as Clive had previously complained, the gentlemen at Calcutta were then 
callous to every feeling but that of their own losses. “Believe me,” says 
Clive [in a letter to the governor of Madras^, “they are bad subjects, and 
rotten at heart. The riches of Peru and Mexico should not induce me to live 


among them.” Nevertheless it must be observed that whatever may have 
been Clive’s feelings on this occasion he showed himself to the full as eager 
and forward as any of the merchants in pressing; the conclusion of the treaty 
of alliance. Among the chiefs none but Admiral Watson opposed it, and it 
was signed and ratified on the 12th of February, the same day that it was 
offered. 


This new and strange alliance seemed to the English at Calcutta to afford 
them a most favourable opportunity for assailing their rivals at Chandamagar. 
Clive wrote to the nawab applying for permissible and received an evasive 
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answer, which he thought fit to construe as assent. Operations were immedi- 
ately commenced; Clive directing them by land, and Watson by water. The 
French made a gallant resistance, but were soon overpowered and compelled 
to surrender the settlement, on which occasion above four hundred European 
soldiers became prisoners of war. 

Tbe nawab, who by this time had gone back to his capital, was most highly 
exasperated on learning of the attack upon Chandarnagar, which he had never 
really intended to allow. It produced another cc^mplete revolutiojj. in his 
sentiments. His former hatred against the English returned, but not hia 
former contempt. On the contrarj’^, he now felt the necessity of strengthening 
himself by foreign alliances against them, and with that view he.entered into 
correspondence with Bussy in the Deccan. His letters pressed that officer 
to march to his assistance against the Englishman, Sahvt Jung, ^‘The daring 
in war” — a well-earned title, by which Clive is to this day known among the 
natives of India. Copies of these letters fell into the hands of the English, and 
left ‘them no doubt as to the hostile designs of the nawab. 


CLIVE'S DTTPLTCITV TOWATIDS OMICHTJND 

With this conviction strongly rooted in his mind, and the danger to Bengal 
full before his eyes, the bold spirit of Clive determined to set asiile of his own 
authority the instructions commanding his immediate return to Madras. He 
entered eagerly into the conspiracy forming at Murshidabad to depose Riraj- 
ud-Daula, and to place on the throne the general of the forces, Mir Jafar. It 
may readily be supposed that in these negotiations Mir .Tatar was liberal, nay 
lavish, in his promises of compensation to the company, and rewards to their 
soldiers. Still more essential was the engagement into which he entered, that 
on the approach of an English force, he would join their standard witl^a large 
body of his troops. 

In these negotiations between the native conspirators and the English 
chiefs, the principal agent next to Mr. Watts was a wealthy Hindu merchant 
of the name of Oinichund, A long previous residence at Calcutta had made 
him well a(!quainted with English ionns and manners, while it had lost him 
none of the craft anef subtlety that seemed almost the birthright of a Bengal. 
As the time for action drew near, he began to feel — not scruples at the treach- 
ery — not even the apprehensions as to the success — but doubts whether his 
own interests had been sufficiently secured. He went to Mr. Watts and 
threatened to disclose the whole conspiracy to Siraj-ud-Daula unless it were 
stipulated that he should receive thirty lacs of rupees, or 300,000/., as a reward 
for his services — which stipulation he insisted on seeing added as an article 
in the treaty pending between Mir Jafar and the English. Mr. Watts, in great 
alarm for his own life, soothed Omichund with general assurances, while he* 
referred the question as speedily as possible to the members of the select com- 
mittee at Calcutta. 

The committee were equally unwilling to grant and afraid to refuse the* 
exorbitant claiip of Omichui^. But an expdient was suggested by Clive. 
Two treaties were drawn up; me one on white paper intended to be real and 
valid and contauing no reference to Omichund, the other on red paper with a 
stipulation in his favouj;, but designed as fictitious and merely with the object 
to deceive him. The members ef the committee, like Clive, put their namea 
without hesitation to both treaties; but Admiral Watson, with higher spirit, 
would only sign the real ^e. It was foreseen that the omission ol such a 



THE ETJROPEAK BlIPIEB: THB MSB OF CLIVE 


50 


name would rouse the suspicion of Omichund, and in this emergency Clive 
dimcted another person to counterfeit the admiral’s signature. 

For his share in these transactions Clive was many years afterwards taunted 
to his face in the house of commons. Unable to deny he endeavoured to 
defend his conduct. “ It was,” he said, “ a matter of true policy and of justice 
to deceive so great a villain as Omichund.” The villainy of Omichund, how- 
ever, appears mainly this — that for the treachery which the English encour- 
agecl and^abetted he ckiimal a larger reward than the English were willing to 
pay. But even admitting to the fullest extent the guilt of the Hindu intriguer, 
this does not suffice to vindicate the British chief; this does not prove that it 
was justifiable, as he alleges, to deceive the deceiver, and to foil an Asiatic by 
his own Asiatic arts. Such expedients as fictitioas treaties and counterfeited 
signatures are not to be cleared by any refinements of ingenuity, or any con- 
siderations of state advantage, and they must forever remain a blot on the 
brilliant laurels of Clive. ^ , • 

Omichund having thus been successfully imposed upon, and the conspiracy 
being now sufficiently matured, Mr. Watts made his escaj^e from Murshidabad. 
and C’liv(‘ set his army in motion from Calcutta. He had under his command 
three thousand men,* all excellent troops, and one third Europeans. 

Siraj-ud-Daula proceeded to assemble near the village of Plassey his whole 
force amounting to fiftxx'n thousand cavalry, and thirty-five thousand foot. 
Nor was it merely in numbers oi men that he surpassed the English; wffiile 
Clive brought only eight field [lieees anti two howitzers, Siraj-ud-Daula had 
abov(‘ forty pieces of cannon of the largest size, each drawn by forty or fifty 
yoke of winte oxen, and (‘ach with an elephant behind, trained to assist in 
pushing it over difficult ground Forty Frenchmen in the naw'ab’s pay directed 
SOUK smaller guns The grealtT part of tb'^ foot were armed with matchlocks, 
tlu‘ T(‘^t w'ith various weapons — pikes, swords, arrow\s, and even rockets. 

Tlie iiawab, distrustful of Mir Jafar, liad before he left the capital exacted 
from him an oath of fid(‘lity upon the Koran. Eitlier a respect for this oath, 
or, wliat is far more prolmlde, a doubt as to tlio Lssue of the war, seemed to 
weigh wdtli Mir Jafar; he did not perform iii.s engagenient to the English, of 
joining them wdth his division at the appointed place of meeting, ^but kept 
alool, sending them only evasive answers or general assunances. The troops 
were led across the river ; and at one o’clock in the morning of the memorable 
23rd of June, 1757, th(‘y reached the mango-grove of Plassey. The mingling 
sounds of drums, clarions, and cymbals convinced thcau that they were now 
within a mile of the nawab’s camp. For the remainder of that night Clive 
took up his quarters in a small hunting-house belonging to the nawab, but 
could not sleep; while his soldiers, less concerned than their general, stretched 
themselves to rest beneath the adjoining trees. 

BATTLE OP PLASSEY (1757 A.D.) 

At sunrise Clive ascended the roof of the hunting-house, and surveyed with 
a steadfast eye the rich array and the spreading numbers of his enemy. He 
saw them advance from several sides, as if to enclose him, but they halted at 
some distance.!^ 

The battle commenced with a cannonade in which the artillerf of the nawab 
did scarcely any execution, while the few field-pieces of the English produced 
great effect. Several of the most distinguished officers in Siraj-ua-Daula’s 
service fell. Disorder began to spread through his ranks. His own terror 
increased every moment. One o^ the conspirators««iged on him the expedi- 
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ency of retreating. The insidious advice, agreeing as it did with what his 
own terrors suggested, was readily received. He ordered his army to fall 
back, and this order decided his fate. Clive snatched the moment, and 
ordered his troops to advance. The confused and dispirited multitude gave 
way before the onset of disciplined valour. No mob attacked by re^ar 
soldiers was ever more completely routed. The little band of FrenchSaen, 
who alone ventured to confront the English, were swept down the stream 
of fugitives. In an hour the forces of Siraj-ud-Danla were dispersed, never to 
reassemble. Only five hundred of the vanquished were slain. But their 
camp, their guns, their baggage, innumerable waggons, innumerable cattle, 
remained in the power of the conquerors. With the loss ef twenty-two 
soldiers killed and fifty wounded, Clive had scattered an army of near sixty 
thousand men, and subdued an empire larger and more populous than Great 
Britain.^ 

^ Of this battle it may be said that it was gained against a disparity of force 
nearly such as the Spaniards encountered in Mexico and Peru. But there 
is a difference highly honourable to the English. The natives of Mexico and 
Peru were wholly ignorant of gunpowder, and viewed the Spaniards with 
their fire-arms as demi-gods, wielding the lightning and thunder of the 
heavens. The natives of India, on the contrary, were well acquainted with 
the natives of Europe; they looked on them with no superstitious awe; and 
however unskilful in the use of artillery, they were at least not surprised at 
its effects. From the day of Plassey dates the British supremacy above them. 
From that day they began to feel that none of the things on which they had 
heretofore relied — not their tenfold or twcntyfold numbers — their blaze of 
rockets — the long array of their elephants — the massy weight of their ord- 
nance — their subterfuges and their wiles — would enable them to stand 
firm against the energy and discipline of the island-strangers. They began 
to feel that even their own strength would become an instrument b* their 
subjugation; that even their own countrymen, when, under the name of 
sepoys, trained in European discipline, and animated by European spirit, had 
been at Plassey, and would be again, the mainstay and right arm of the 
British ppwer. 

On the morning after the battle Mir Jafar appeared at the English camp, 
far from confident of a good reception since his recent conduct. As he alighted 
from his elephant the guard drew out, and rested their arms to do him honour; 
but Mir Jafar, not knowing the drift of this compliment, started back in great 
alarm. Clive, however, speedily came forward, embraced his trembling friend, 
and hailed him nawab of Bengal, Orissa, and Behar. It was agreed between 
them that Mir Jafar should immediately push forwaid with his division to 
Murshidabad, and that Clive and his English should follow more at leisure. 
But they neither expected nor found the slightest further resistance. 

Even before the day of Plassey was decided Siraj-ud-Daula had mounted 
a camel, and ignominiously fled from the field. He was seized and brought 
back in chains to the palace of Murshidabad — to the very presence chamber, 
once his own, now that of Mir Jafar. The fallen prince, still more abject 
in spirit thanrin fortunes. Sung himself down before his triumphant subject, 
and with an agony of tears implored his life. It is said that Mir Jafar was 
touched with%ome compassion, and merely directed that his prisoner should 
be led away; but hks son Meeran, a youth no less ferocious and cruel than 
Siraj-ud-Daula himself, gave the gimrds orders that he should be despatched 
in his cell. Barely sufficient respite was granted him, at his own urgent 
entreaty, to make his aMutions ^nd to say his prayers. Next morning the 
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mangled remains were exposed to the city on an elephant, and then carried 
to the tomb of Ali Vardi, while Mir Jafar excused himself to the English for 
the deed of blood committed without their knowledge and consent. 

The installation of Mir Jafar, as nawab of Bengal, was perfarmed with 
great solemnity. Clive himself led his friend to the masnad, or seat of honour, 
and, according to the Indian custom, presented him with a plate full of gold 
rup^s; he then, through an interpreter, addressed the native chiefs, exhort- 
ing them to be joyful that fortune had given them so good a prince. Nor 
did the new nawab fail to bestow on his allies marks as splenciid and more 
substantial of his favour. It was agreed, according to the previous stipu- 
lation, that the English should have the entire property of the land within the 
Mahratta ditch, and for six hundred yards beyond it, and also the zamindari, 
or feudd tenure on payment of rent, of all the country between Calcutta and 
the sea. 

The money granted them in compensation for their losses, and in donatives 
to the fleet, the army, and the committee, amounted to no less than 2,750,006Z., 
although, as the wealth of Siraj-ud-Daula proved far less than was expected, 
it was not found possible to pay the whole of this sum at once. Clive accepted 
for his own share a gift of above 200,000Z. When, some years afterward, 
before a committee of the house of commons, he was accused* for taking so 
much, he defended himself by saying that he might, if he had pleased, have 
taken much more. “When 1 recollect, he said, “entering the nawab's 
treasury at Murshidabad, w'ith heaps of gold and silver to the right and left, 
and these crowned with jewels ” — here he added an oath, and violently struck 
liis hand to his head — “ at this moment do I stand astonished at my own 
moderation!’* 

A painful office remained — to tell Omichund that notwithstanding the 
piomise in his favour, he should have no share in all this wealth. As inter- 
pret(T and .spokesman for that purpose the British chief employed Mr. Scrafton, 
a civil s(^rvant of the company. A meeting having been held at the house 
of one of the principal bankers of Murshidabad, Clive, at ils conclusion, said 
to Mr. Scrafton: “It is now time to und(*ceive Omichund.” Mr. Scrafton, 
as if ashamed of the task, perfv)rined it in the fewest and shortgst words. 
“Omichund, the red pajK*r is a trick; 3 'ou are to have ^ 10 thing.*' At this 
announcement the unhappy dupe staggered back as from a blow; he fainted 
away, and was borne by an attendant to his liouse, where, on recovering from 
his swoon, he remained for many hours silent and abstracted, and then began 
to show symptoms of imbecility. Some days afterwards he visited Clive, 
who received him kindly, advised him, for change of scene, to undertake a 
pilgrimage to some one of the Indian shrines, and was willing, on his return, 
to employ him again in public basiness. But the intellect of Omichund had 
been wholly unhinged, and he expired not many months from this period 
in a state, of second childhood. 


CLIVE RETURNS AGAIN TO ENGLAND (1760 A.D.) 

The return of Clive to Calcutta was attended with genera^ rejoicing and 
applause, and from this time forward, during several years, he was, in truth, 
master of Bengal. The East India directors had, indeed, formed a most 
unwi^ scheme for conducting the government of Calcutta, by a system of 
rotation, but at the news of the victory of Pkissey they gladly conferred the 
office of governor on Clive. As a statesman he displayed scarcely less ability 
than ^ a soldier. It was his enejgy as both which«ii^held the feeble character 
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and the tottering throne of Mir Jafar. Thus, when, in 1759, Shah Alam, 
the eldest son of the emperor of Delhi, succeeded in collecting a large army 
of adventurers, and marched down upon Behar, the terrified nawab was 
ea^er to^ j>urchase by the cession of a province or the payment of a 

Far ’different were the views of the British chief. With a little army, 
comjJlteing less than five hundred Europeans, he imdauntedly nmrched to 
the.«m of his ally; and such were now the terrprs of his name tjiat at his 
appit)&ch the mighty host of Shah Alam melted away; the siege of Patna was 
rai^, and the war ended without a blow. In gratitude for this great service 
Mir Jafar bestowed upon Clive a splendid jagir^ or domain, producing, accord- 
ing to Clive’s own computation, an income of 27,000Z. a year. 

At nearly the same period Clive was directing from afar hostilities in the 
districts known in the Carnatic by the name of the Northern Circars, a tract 
of coast extending from the mouth of the Kistna to the pagoda of Juggernaut. 
These districts had been invaded by Bussy from the Deccan, and on his depar- 
ture a French force, commanded by the marquis de Conflans, had been left 
for their defence. On the other hand, Clive sent thither a large detachment, 
imder Colonel Forde, an officer trained under his own eye. The result was 
complete success; the French were worsted in a pitched engagement, and 
the English reduced Masulipatam against a garrison superior in numbers to 
themselves. 

Towards the close of the same year, 1759, the English in Bengal were 
threatened with danger, equally great and unforeseen, from the Dutch in 
Java. Although peace prevailed between the two nations the Dutch could 
not view without jealousy the success and renovm of their commercial rivals; 
they entered into secret negotiations with Mir Jafar, who, with the usual 
ficldeness of Asiatics, had become desirous of deserting the English alliance; 
and they sent into the Hooglily an armament of seven large ships a?»d fourteen 
hundred soldiers. If Clive suffered the Dutch ships to pass up the river and 
the Dutch troops to join the nawab’s, the English might be overpowered 
and ckiven from Bengal If he attempted to stop them, there was the risk of 
kindling p. war between the two nations, or on the other hand, of being dis- 
avowed by the authorities in England, and consigned to disgrace and ruin. 
Nor were other personal motives wanting to dissuade Clive from action. At 
this very period he had entrusted a large share of his fortune to the Dutch 
East India Company, for speedy remittance to Europe. 

Nevertheless in this emergency Clive showed himsell, as ever, firm, reso- 
lute, unwavering. He was informed that the Dutch had landed their troops 
and committed various acts of violence, and a letter was addressed to him by 
Colonel Forde, stating, that if he had an order oi council he could now attack 
the invaders with a fair prospect of destroying them. Clive was playing at 
eards in the evening when he received this letter, and without leaving the 
table he wrote an answer in pencil: ‘‘Dear Forde, fight them immediately. 
I will send you the order of council to-morrow.^’ Accordingly the Dutch 
were attacked both by land and water, and notwithstanding their superiority 
of force in b«th, they weiip defeated. Of their seven ships every one fell 
into the hands of the English. 

Only a fe< weeks after these events, in February 1760, Clive, who was 
suffering from ill-health, embarked for England. “With him it appeared 
(to use the strong language of a contemporary), “ that the soul was departing 
from the tody of the government of Bengal.” At home he was rewarded 
with an Irish peerage, aft^ord Clij^e, baron of Flassey, and speedily obtained 
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a seat in the English house of commons. During his second residence in 
India, a period of less than five years, he had acquired a fortune amounting 
at the very lowest computation to 40,000/. a year. Several of the transactions 
in which he had engaged for the public advantage or his own eeem repugnant 
to justice and good faith. 

Those who explore his character -with minute attention may taoreover 
detect, not merely some great faults, but some little foibles. Thus, although 
he was plain and free from all ostentation in the field, he might be thotl|^t m 
society fonder of fine clo!hes than becomes a hero. But with every draw- 
back or deduction which can fairly be made from his character, there will 
still r(‘rnaiii.very much to call forth praise and inspire admiration. He was 
indeed, as Chatham once called him, “a heaven-bom general,’' who, with no 
military training, had shown consummate military genius. With nearly as 
little study of politics he displayed nearly as great abilities for government. 
Energy — whicri, perhaps, of all human qualities is the one most conducive 
to success — energy and fearlessness were peculiarly his own. Whatever 
gratitude Spain owes to hci Cortes, or Portugal to her Albuquerque, this — 
and in its results more than this — is due from England to Clive. 


THE ARRIVAL OF COUNT LALLY (1758 A.D.) ; FRENCH SUCCESSES 

The Carnatic had meanwhile been the scene of important transactions. 
Tlie declaration of war between France and England found the chiefs both at 
Pondicherry and Madras ill-prepared for any expedition of importance, and 
engaging in none but desultoiy and feeble hostilities. The English set fire to 
Wandewash; the French, in retaliation, to Conjeveram. The latter, under 
Auteuil, besieged Trichinopoli ; the former, under Captam CaUiaud, relieved 
the place\ But the attention of both p)arties was intently fixed on a great 
armament which France had announced the intention of despatching to the 
Indian seas; comprising nearly twelve hundred regulai troops, and com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Count de Lally. This officer had sprung from 
an Irish family which had followed James II into exile; his true name being 
Lally of Tully-dale, since Galhcised to Tollendal. A sokljer from nis earliest 
years, he had highly distinguished himself both at Dettingen and Fontenoy; 
m December 1745 he had warmly pressed the exp)edition against England 
from Dunkirk, and had been appointed one of its chiefs. Brave, active, and 
zealous, he was well qualified for military service; but a hasty temp)er and a 
caustic wit too frequently offended his inferiors, and marred his exertions. 

The armament of Lally was delayed by various causes, both in its departure 
and on its voyage, and it was not till near the close of April, 1758, that it cast 
anchor btiore Pondicherry. Almost immediately on its arrival the French 
squtdron, which was commanded by the count d’Ach6, was engaged by the 
British, but the battle proved indecisive. In August another naval engage- 
ment, equally indecisive, ensued. The count J’Ache, satisfied with this result, 
and with having landed the troops, then sailed back to the Mauritius. 

LaUy, who had brought out a commission as gc^emor-generad of the French 
in India, displayed from the first hour of his landing the imp)etuosity of his 
temper. His instructions prescribed the siege of Fort St. DavW, and he sent 
forth a body of troops for that object on the very same jiight that he arrived. 
The troops hurriedly despatched, without provisions or guides, arrived before 
Fort St. David wayworn and hungry, and ill-disposed for action. In a few 
days, however, they were quickened by Jarge raiftforcements and by the 
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presence of Lally. The works of the siege were now vigorously pushed for- 
ward; a part in them all being urged by compulsion on the reluctant and 
scrupulous natives. 

“In India, “ says Orme,/ “even the lower castes have their distinction, 
insomuch that the coolie, who carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on 
his shoulder. Distinctions likewise fwevail amongst the soldiery, for the man 
who rides will not cut the grass that is to feed his horse; nor at this time would 
the sepoy dig the trench which was to protect him from a cannon-ball.” Such 
prejudices were now derided and set at nought by tally. TTius he csCrried his 
immediate object, but thus also he forfeited forever all claim to the attach- 
ment and regard of the native population. According to MilL^ the conster- 
nation created by such an act was greater than if he had set fire to the town, 
and butchered every man whom it contained.” 

At this juncture Fort St. David was the strongest that the East India 
Company possessed, and it held a sufficient garrison; but the commanding 
oflScer was far from able, and part of the men are represented as drunken and 
disorderly. So early as the 2nd of June terms of surrender, by no means 
honourable to themselves, were proposed by the besieged, and on the evening 
of the same day were accepted by the besiegers. Lally, in pursuance of the 
instructions Wliich he had brought from France, immediately rased the forfi- 
fications to the ground, nor have they ever been rebuilt. Thus the name of 
Fort St. David — up to that time so conspicuous in the annals of the com- 
pany — henceforth no longer appears. 

Ellated with this conquest, Lally pursued his warfare; he failed in an 
expedition against Tanjore, but succeeded in an expedition against Arcot. 
His aspiring views extended to the siege of Madras, and to the extinction of 
the British name in the Carnatic. For this great object he mustered every 
man at his disposal, even recalling Bussy from the Deccan, which had so long 
been the scene of that officer’s active and able exertions. His wanj^ of money 
was no small obstacle in the way of his designs; to supply it he again offended 
the natives by plundering a pagoda of its wealth; and in a more praiseworthy 
spirit subscribed largely from his own private funds, exhorting his subordi- 
nates to follow his example. But he had already made nearly all of them his 
personal enemies by his haughty reproaches and his bitter jests. Thus, for 
example, when he found his council less alert than they might have been in 
providing the beasts of burden he required, he exclaimed that he could not 
ao better than harness to his waggons the members of council themselves! 
All his letters at this period were filled with invectives of no common 
asperity. 

In December, 1758, Lally appeared before Madras, at the head of twenty- 
seven hundred European and four thousand native troops. The English had 
already, in expectation of a siege, called in nearly all their garrisons and out- 
posts, and could muster within their walls four thousand soldiers, of whom 
1,800 were of European race. The French had no difficulty in making them- 
^Ives masters of the Black Town; but this, from the large stores of arrack 
it contained, proved rather an obstacle to their further progress, as augmenting 
the insubord^iation of the men. On the other hand, the English steadily 
continued the defence of Fort St. George. When, after nearly two months’ 
investment, a breach had been effected by Lally ’s batteries, his principal 
officers declared that; it was not accessible, adding their opinion that a mo- 
longation of the siege would be merely a wanton waste of human lives, ^e 
sepoys had deserted in great numbers, and some of the Europeans threatened 
to follow their example^^ 
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ENGLISH NAVAL SUCCESSES 

On the 16th of February 1759, Admiral Pocock and his squadron, which 
had sailed to Bombay several months before, returned with some fresh troops 
on board. The French, apprehensive of a combined attack upon them, com- 
menced that very night their march to^rcot, leaving behind their sick and 
woimded, fifty-two pieces of artillery, and a hundred and fifty barrels of 
gunpowder. ^ 

Aftei^this great reverse to the French arms, and the return of their chief 
to Pondict^iry, hostilities languished for some time between the rival nations. 
But in the autumn there ensued another naval engagement, from another 
voyage of D’Ach6 to this coast. On the 2nd of ^ptember his squadron was 
encountered by Pocock’s; the English having nine ships of the line and the 
French eleven, with a great superiority both in guns and men. The result, 
however, as on the two last occasions, was by no means decisive; the los^of 
men was nearly equal on both sides, and the English suffered the most damage 
in their ships. " D’Ach6 immediately proceeded to disembark a few men and a 
little money at Pondicherry, and then, notwithstanding the vehement remon- 
strances of the governor and council, returned with his squadron to the islands. 

*At nearly the same period the English at Madras were ch&red with the 
tidings that Eyre Coote had been promoted in England to the rank of lieu- 
tenarit-cjolonel, and was coming over at the head of the king’s 84th regiment 
and other reinforcements. Major Brercton, who meanwhile commanded in 
the field, appears to have been desirous of distinguishing himself before the 
arrival of Ins chief. Thus he attemipted to reduce the fort of Wandewash by 
three divisions in a night-attack, but signally failed, with the loss of two hun- 
dred men. So indignant was Brcreton himself at his repulse that, on seeing 
the crowd of English fugitives, he drew his sword and ran the first man he met 
through the body! Orrne/ adds: ‘‘Unfortunatt'ly the man was one of the 
bravest in the army, so that this example carried little influence.’^ 

Colonel Eyre Coote, with the last division of his force, landed at Madras on 
the 27th of October, 1759. Bom in 1726, Coote was now in the prime of life, 
with none of those infirmities of body or mind which clouded oveii his later 
years, and obscured the lustre of his fame. One of his e^-rliest measures on 
reaching the Carnatic was to retrieve the recent check to the British arms, by 
a more regular and skilful attack on Wandewash. In this enterprise Major 
Brereton did good service at the head of a division, and the fort was earned 
with little loss on the last day of November. 

At this news Lally took the field. His dissensions with the civil service 
still continued, and his want of money to pay the troops had already produced 
more than one mutiny among them. He had, however, obtained os auxiliaries 
a body of Mahrattas, and he had under his command the sagacious and experi- 
enced Bussy, but, unhappily for himself, was jealous of his influence and dis- 
trustful of his counsels. Bussy strongly urged the imprudence of attempting 
to recover Wandewash, in the face of the English army. Lally, however, 
thought the honour of his arms at stake, and persevered in the design. 

At nearly the commencement of the battle, Jan^iary 22nd, 1760, the French 
horse, led on by Lally in person, was thrown into disorder by two English 
pieces of artillery, and was driven back to the encampment. mUy hastened 
to put himself at the head of the foot soldiers, and chGBred them on to the 
^large. The battle now became general, and fiercely contested among the 
Europeans, but ere long began to declare in favour of Coote — a result 
hastened by the accidental explosipn of a tiynbril in tihe French ranks. 

•h. "w. — voi.. xxn. 1* 
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Bussy, attempting to rally the fugitives, and fighting with undaunted 
spirit at the head of a handful of men that still adhered to him, was surrounded 
and made prisoner sword in hand. The day was now decided. The French, 
notwithstanding the efforts of Lally, gave way in all directions from the field. 
In the battle or pursuit their loss waa estimated at nearly six hundred men; 
the English had one hundred and ninety killed and wounded. It deserves 
notice that the brunt of the conflict had fallen entirely on the Europeans of 
both armies, the native troops taking no part in it ^ince the first cannonade. 

The joy this day at Madras, says a contemporary, could only be cbmpared 
to that at Calcutta on the news of Plassey. In truth, as the one victory gained 
Bengal for the British, so did the other the Carnatic. It is remarkable, how- 
ever, in all these operations by or against Lally, how little weight the native 
powers threw into either scale. Arcot, Trincomalec, Devicota, Cuddalore, and 
several other places fell successively into Coote’s hands. 

1 

END OF THE FRENCH POWER IN INDIA 

The net was now closing round Pondicherry itself. Through the boundary 
hedge of thorps and pricldy plants, which, as in many other Indian towns, 
encompassed its outer defences, the inhabitants could discern the hostile artny 
encamped, and ready for the siege. The departure of D ’Ache’s squadron had 
left the English undisputed masters of the sea, and scarce any further sup- 
plies, either by land or water, could reach the beleaguered city. The French 
valour, the rainy season, and a most violent storm in the roads, interposed, 
however, considerable obstacles in the way of Coote. Nor was discord, which 
raged so fiercely within the walls of Pondicherry, altogether absent from the 
English camp. In consequence of orders from home, given in ignorance of 
the late events, a dispute as to the chief command arose between Colonel 
Coote and Colonel Monson. At one period Coote had already reljincjuished 
his post, and was preparing to embark for Bengal; but Monson receiving a 
severe wound, and becoming for a time disabled, the leadership happily 
reverted to the victor of Wandewash. 

In the night between the Sth and 9th of December four English batteries 
opened against tha walls of Pondicherry. The besieged were firm and reso- 
lute in their defence, fighting every foot of ground, and making more than one 
successful sally. Before the midefle of January, there only remained sufficient 
provisions for two days. In this extremity Lally and his council sent dejiuties 
to capitulate, and failing to obtain more favourable terms, were compelled to 
surrender at discretion. Accordingly, on the 16th of January, 1761, the Eng- 
lish marched into the place. Great civilities passed between the chiefs; 
Coote dining that day at Lally ’s table; but Lally and his French, still amount- 
ing to above two thousand, remained prisoners of war. “All," says Orme,/ 
“wore the face of famine, fatigue, or disease.” 

Almost immediately after the surrender a dispute arose among the victors 
for the possession of the place. Coote and his officers claimed it for the king; 
Pigot and the other civilians from Madras claimed it for the company. The 
quarrel grew^high, until at<lcngth Pigot declared, that unless his pretensions 
were admitted he should refuse to supply funds for the subsistence of the 
troops. This’ threat barred all further argument. In return for the destruc- 
tion of Fort St. David, and in pursuance of orders from home, Pigot took 
measures for rasing to the ground the fortifications of Pondicherry, nay, even 
all the buildings that stood within them. 

Thus ended the Frdneli powej|’ in India^ For although Pondicherry was 
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restored to them by the pieace of 1763, and althoi^h the stipulation in that 
peace against their raising fortresses or maintaining troops applies only to 
Bengal, yet even in the Carnatic they could never again attain their former 
influence nor recover their lost ground; and the extinction of their East India 
Company speedily ensued. 


THE FATE OP LALLY 

This "result, however mortifying to French ambition, has been acknowl- 
edged by French writers as a jast retribution on that company, and on the 
government of Louis XV, for their cruel oppression of almost every great 
commander who had served them faithfully in India. The closing scenes of 
La Bourdonnais and of Dupleix have been already described ; there remains 
to tell the still more tragic fate of Lally. On arriving a prisoner in England 
anih^ring of the charges brought against him in Franee, he wrote to Pitt, 
soliciting that he might return on his parole, and confront his accusers, and 
with this rcfjuest the British minister complied. But no sooner was Lally 
at Paris than he was thrown into the Bastille, where he remained fifteen m'oAt^ 
without even a preliminary examination. When at length his trial did come 
on before the parliam(‘nt of Paris, it was prf'sscd wilh the utmost acrimony, 
both by the crown and East India Company; and a legal quibble on the term 
“ high treason” enabled his judges to sentence him to death, '^en informed 
of their decision, ^‘Is this,” he passionately cried, “the reward of forty-five 
years’ service!” and snatching ujj a compass with which he had been drawing 
maps duiiiig his imprisonment, he struck it at his breast. His hand, however, 
was^lield back by some pt'rson near him; and that same afternoon, the 9th 
ot May, 1760, he was dragged along to public execution in a dung-cart, with a 
gag between his lips, and beheaded on the Place de Greve. Such was the end 
ol a veteran, who had fought and bled for his adopted country, seldom, indeed, 
w^ith prudence and disci el ion, but always with courage and honour. 


ENGLISH conflicts WITH THE NATIVES 

By the downfall of tlio Portuguese, the Dutch, and, above all, the French 
power in India, a wide and st ill-extending scope was left to that of England. 
Ihe best chance of supremacy to the native states had lain in resisting Euro- 
peans by Europeans — in .setting the skill and energy of one northern race 
against another, bingic-handed they fell one by one — some dropping from 
their own rottenness, like fruit from a tree, others resisting fiercely, but with- 
out avail. 

The Briash had struck down their European rivals at Pondicherry, at 
Chandarnagar, and at Chinsura. They had shot high above their titular 
liege-lords in the Deccan and Bengal. Of Bengal, indeed, they were in truth 
the masters, since Mir Jafar, as their tool and instrument, sat enthroned on the 
masnad of that province. On the other hand they had no longer a chief of 
genius and of energy to guide them. The principal authoiity since the 
departs of Clive had devolved on Henry Vansittart, a man of good inten- 
tions, but of moderate capacity. Thus the discipline of the victors was 
relaxed by their own successes. Thus their rapine ceased to be checked by a 
hand, .^most every Englishman in Bengal began to look upon speedy 
enrichment as his nght, and upon the subservient natives as his prey. 

JNor was it long ere a growiag differeupe sprunif up between them and 
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their new nawab. So early as the autumn of 1760^ Mir Jafar was found to 
engage in cabals against the company. He was surounded in his palace at 
the dead of night, compelled to resign the government, and then, at his own 
request, permitted to retire to Fort William, under the protection of the 
Bntish flag; while his son-in-law, Mir Kasim, was in his stead proclaimed 
the viceroy of Bengal. 

According to a compact made beforehand with the English, Mir Kasim 
forthwith yielded to them, as the price of their a^istance, both an amount 
of treasure and an increase of territory. But his temper, which was bold and 
active, and by no means scrupulous, chafed at these sacrifices. Still less could 
he brook the oft-repeated acts of insolence and rapine of the gomastahs — the 
native factors or agents in the British pay. Ere long, therefore, he took some 
measures to shake off his subjection. He removed his court from Murshidabad 
to Monghyr, two hundred miles further from Calcutta. He increased and 
disciplined his troops. He imprisoned or disgraced every man of notq in his 
dominions who had ever shown attachment to the English. He began to 
enforce against the private traders the revenue laws, from which they claimfed 
exemption. ' . 

Angry disputes arose above all with the numerous English factory at 
Patna. Vansittart repaired to Monghyr in the hope to avert hostilities. * He 
concluded a treaty, agreeing that his countrymen should pay the inland duties 
to the amount of 9 per cent.; and not refusing on that occasion a present to 
himself of seven lacs of rupees from Mir Kasim. But the council of Calcutta 
voted the terms dishonourable. As a last effort to avert hostilities, another 
deputation was sent from Calcutta to Monghyr. At its head was Amyatt, 
one of the principal members of the council. Not only, however, did these 
gentlemen wholly fail in their mission, but while passing the city of Murshida- 
bad on their way back, they were inhumanly murdored by a body of Kasim’s 
own troops. After such an outrage, peace was no longer possi*ile. Thus, 
in the summer of 1763, war again commenced, the council of Calcutta resolv- 
ing to depose Mir Kasim, and proclaiming the restoration of Mir Jafar. 


MASSACRE OF PATNA 

The British forces that took the field in this campaign amounted at first 
to scarcely more than six hundred Europeans, and tweWe hundred sepoys. 
With these, however, their commander, Major Adams, obtained rapid and 
great successes. He drove the enemy from their strongholds, entered Murshi- 
dabad, gained a battle on the plains of Geriah, and, after a nine dajp’ siege, 
reduced Monghyr. Nothing was left to Mir Kasim but Patna, and even 
Patna he perceived that he should not be able to maintain. Accordingly, 
he prepared for flight to the dominions of his powerful neighbour, Sujah-ud- 
Daula, the nawab of Oudh. 

But first he wreaked his vengeance on the English by an act of savage 
barbarity, second in its horrors oidy to those of the Black Hole. His prisoners 
of the factory at Patna exqr^eded one hundred and fifty persons. They were 
comprised of many peaceful traders and one infant. All these the tyrant 
indi^riminatfiy doomed to death — the massacre of Patna, m it has ever 
since been termed. For his purpose Mir Kasim found a congenial instrument 
in one ^mbre, otherwise Sumroo, a Frenchman by birth, and a deserter from 
the European service. This wretch gave his victims a significant though 
trivial tolUn of their cosning doom by senc^ng, in the first pl^, to seize and 
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carry off all their knives and forks, which might have been weapons in their 
hands. 

Next day, the 5th of October, in the evening, was the time of slaughter. 
Then the prison-house was surrounded by Sumroo and his band. Then the 
butchery of the prisoners was begun. It is said that they made all the resist- 
ance in their power, by throwing bottles and stones at their murderers. But 
of course, in vain, ^me were cut to pieces with sabres, others shot down 
with musketry, and then barbarously mutilated. In both cases, the mangled 
limbs were flung into two wells, which were afterwards filled up with stones. 
Of the whole number of intended victims, only one was spared; a surgeon 
known to the nawab, and William Fullarton by name. 

The reduction of Patna by the English, which speedily followed the atro- 
cious act within its walls, completed their conquest of Bengal. Under their 
auspices, Mir Jafar was once more proclaimed as nawab throughout the 
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province. But, meanwhile, the thrusting forth of Mir Kasim — the dispos- 
session by an European force of one of the native princes — seemed tp the 
latter an act far more atrocious than the massacre of Patna. It gained favour 
for the exile at the court of Oudh, and the court of Oudh was then among the 
most powerful in India. Sujah-ud-Daula, lx*sides the resources of his own 
vast province, could wield at his pleasure the authority, slender though it 
might be, that yet adhered to the imperial name. The titular emperor of 
D(‘lhi, Shsh Alam, had taken refuge with him, and had named him his vizir. 
Shah Alam, in real truth, was an exile and a wanderer, his very capital, Delhi, 
being held against him by Mahratta invaders, and half laid in rums by their 
fury; but amidst every privation, in the eyes of the people he was still the 
great Mughal. 

BATTLE OF BAXAB (1764 •l.D.) 

Thus combining, the three princes advanced at the head of an army well 
provided with artillery, and which numbered fifty thousand men. On the 
other side, the English with their utmost exertions could bring into the field 
no more than eight thousand sepoys and twelve hundred Europeans. Their 
commipder. Major Adams, having died, hjs place*wts filled by Major, after- 
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wards Sir Hector, Munro. But such in their ranks was the state of insubordi- 
nation, nay, even mutiny, that the new chief found it necessary to make a 
most severe example of the ringleaders. He began by directing four-and- 
twenty native soldiers to be blown from the mouth of cannon. On this occa- 
sion, a touching incident occurred. Wlien the orders were first given to tie( 
four of these men to the guns from which they were to be blown, four others 
of the soldiers stepped forward and demanded the priority of suffering as a 

K , they said, which belonged to men who had always been first in the post 
nger; and the claim thus preferred was allowed. 

A captain Williams who was an eye-witness of the scene observes, as 
quoted by Malcolm:® “I belonged on this occasion to a detachment of 
marines. They were hardened fellows, and some of them had been of the 
execution party that shot Admiral Byng; yet they could not refrain from 
tears at the fate and conduct of these gallant grenadier sepoys.^^ 

, Having thus in some mejisure, as he hoped, awed the disaffected, Munro 
led his troops to Baxar, a position above Patna, more than one hundred 
miles higher up the Ganges. There, in October, 1704, he was attacked by 
the army of Oudh. The battle -was fierce, but ended in a brilliant victory 
to the Enfflisb ; the enemy leaving one hundred and thirty pieces of cannon 
and four thousand dead upon the field. 

On the day after the battle, Shah Alam, having with some followers made 
his escape from the army of his own vizir, drew near to the English camp. 
So long as he had been dependent on the darbar of Oudh, the English had 
shown little willingness to acknowledge his authority, but no sooner did he 
join their ranks and appear a ready instrument in their hands, than he became 
to them at once the rightful sovereign of Hindustan. They concluded a 
treaty with him, he undertaking to yield them certain districts, and they to 
put him in possession of Allahabad and the other states of the nawab of Oudh. 

The battle of Baxar, though so great a victory, did not decile the war. 
Major Munro failed in (wc attempts to storm the hill-fort of Chunar on the 
Ganges — a fort in which all the treasures of Kasim were thought to be con- 
tained; and Sujah-ud-Daula obtained the aid of Holkar, a powerful Mahratta 
chief. Nevertheless he sent to sue for peace. But Munro refused all terms 
unless both Kasim^and Sumroo were first given up to punishment. 

Sujah-ud-Daula refused to surrender the two exiles, but proposed an expe- 
dient altogether worthy of an Asiatic prince, that he would give secret orders 
for the assassination of Sumroo, in the presence of any person whom the 
English general might send to witness the deed. That expedient being of 
course rejected, the war was resumed. A new tide of successes poured in 
upon the English. Early in 1765 they reduced the fortress of Chunar, scat- 
tered far and wide the force of the enemy, and entered in triumph the great 
city of Allahabad. 

Through all these last years of strife it is gratifying to observe not merely 
the valour but also the mercy and for^arance of the English, owned, at least 
in private, by their enemies. The skill of Oriental scholars has laid open to 
us the records of a Mussulman historian, Gholam Hossein,* of that period — 
the eye-witnc4>s, in some paft, of the scenes which he describes: “It must be 
acknowledged^?’ says he, “to the honour of those strangers, that as their con- 
duct in war and in battle is worthy of admiration, so, on the other hand, 
nothing is more modest and more becoming than their behaviour to an enemy. 
Whether in the heat of action, or in the pride of success and victory, these 
people seem to act entirely according to the rules observed by our ancient chiefs 
and heroes. But at tSie*same Ifme, and, no doubt, with equal truth, this 
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listorian cannot forbear lamenting the grievous sufifering and misrule endured 
)y the helpless Bengals after the departure of Lord Clive. ‘'Oh God!” 
thus in another passage citing the Koran, he concludes: “Oh God’ come to 
the assistance of thy aSlicted servants, and deliver them from the oppressions 
they bear!’" 


DISCORDS AND INTRIGUES IN ENGLAND 

Meah while the transactions in India which followed the departure of Clive 
had produced no slight amount of disconl and cabals in LOngland. These were 
heightened by the want of any stiong and well-framed authority in either 
country for Eastern affairs. In India, whether at Calcutta, at Madras, or at 
Bombay, the governor was entitled to no more than one voice in the council, 
with the advantage, should the numk'rs bf* found equal, of a second, or the 
casting vote. Moreover, the three presidencies bt'ing as yet upon an e^ual 
footing and with no central seat of power, were constant rivals, each envious 
of the other’s successes, each Ixiieving that undue favour was accorded to 
the rest. In England, the whole body of twenty-four directors was renewed 
by annual election. On such occasions, and indeed on many others, the 
India House became the scene of the most violent debates, a^d the keenest 
party sti’uggles. There wTre parties formed on every sub-division of selfish 
interests; the party of Bombay, the party of Madras, the party of Bengal, 
the party of Sulivaii, the party of Lord Clive. Greater than all these, perhaps, 
ill ]K)int of numbers, w\as the party anxious only for the high rate and the 
punctual payment of their dividi'iids. Nor were these cabals altogether 
unconn('ct('d with the greater fiarties in the state. Sulivan, the paramount 
d rector until the apjiearance of Clive, was supported by Lord Bute. Clive 
at that time w^is a follow er rif Pitt. Thus no one incentive to violence and 
rancour w’as w'anting from th(‘se contests at the India House. 

At that time every share of 500/. conferred a vote, and the manufactory 
of fictitious votes w’as carried on to a gigantic scale. Clive, according to his 
own account, spent in this manner no l(‘ss a sum than ](K),000/. It was not 
until 17()5 tliat this evil practice was arrest i*d by an act of parliaiiipnt, which 
required that each proprietor, before he voted, should tajvc an oath that the 
stock entered in his name was really and in truth his own, and had been so 
for the last tw(‘lve months. 

Sulivan looked mainly to commerce, and Clive mainly to empire. At last, 
an C'f^cn broach ensued between them. In 1763 Clive made a desperately 
fought attempt to oust Sulivan, and Rulivan’s friends, from the direction. 
He tailed; and the new directors revenged themselves by confiscating, con- 
trary to law, the jagir or domain which had licen bestowed upon him by 
Mir Jafar. It became necessary for Clive to seek relief by a bill in the court 
of Chancery. 

Such was the petty warfare raging at the India House, when ship after 
ship from Bpgal brought news of the growing disorganisation of the British 
power, of misrule and plunder by its servants, of renewed hostilities with the 
native princes. It began to be felt on all sides ^at the crisis tailed for Qive 
— that he alone coiUa order the confusion and allay the storm. So strong 
was this feeling in his favour as to carry everything before it.^ At a meeting 
of the proprietors, held early in the spring of 1764, they proposed to the 
directors the immediate restitution of the disputed jagir, and the appointment 
of Lord Clive as both governor and commander-in-chief of Bengal. 

The directors found themse^es, thou|h mosi imwillingly, compelled to 
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appoint Lord Olive to both the ofEces desired. It was now within a month of 
the annual elections. Not only the chairman, but also the de^ty-chairman, 
was chosen from among Clive’s friends. The new board of oirectors, more- 
over, conferred upon him extraordinary powers. Aided by a committee of 
persons of his own naming, he was made, unlike the other governors, inde- 
pendent of his council. Clive embarked with the full purpose to use his 
powers most firmly — to curb and to crush at once the abuses which prevailed. 


olive’s last administration 

In May, 1765, after a long protracted passage, Clive landed at Calcutta. 
There he found another, a recent and glaring instance of the abuses which he 
came to quell. Mir Jafar had lately died, and a question had arisen respect- 
ing his inheritance. One party at his court declared for his base-born son, 
anci another for his legitimate but infant grandson. Both parties appealed 
toi the council at Calcutta, but the council viewed it only as a matter of bar- 
gain and sale. They found it easier to make terms with the illegitimate pre- 
tender. He was proclaimed nawab of the province, while they received from 
him, and divided among themselves, the sum of 140,000Z. Such a course was 
directly in the teeth of recent orders from home, binding the servants of the 
company for the future to accept no presents from the native princes. 

No time was lost by Lord Clive in assembling the council, showing them 
the full powers of his committee, and announcing his peremptory will. To 
Sujah-ud-Daula, who continued to bear the rank and title of vizir, he gave 
back the greater part of Oudh. He reserved only two districts of Korah and 
Allahabad as an imperial domain for Shah Alam, to whom it was also agreed 
that the company should make from their revenues an annual payment of 
twenty-six lacs of rupees. On the other hand, he obtained from Ahe fallen 
emperor a deed, conferring on the English company the sole right of adminis- 
tration throughout the provinces of Bengal, Orissa, and Behar. In this 
transaction, as in almost every other in India during the same period, it is 
striking ^w wide was the interval between nominal authority and effective 
power. Here we find the heir of Aurangzeb treated with as though stiU 
supreme, as though able at his pleasure to bestow upon the Europeans, or 
to withhold from them, the exercise of sovereignty in tliree great provinces. 
Yet at this very time, so low had his fortunes fallen, as to leave hun destitute 
of ^ven the common trappings or appurtenances of high state. During the 
solenm ceremony of the investiture, it was an English dining-table, covered 
over, that formed the imperial throne! Such was the prince, of whom the 
English in India continued to call themselves the vassals, whose coin they 
Struck at their mint, whose titles they bore upon their public seal. 

In this transaction tliere was no objection raised by the young nawab. 
With him, as with most Asiatic despots, the contingent future was but an 
empty name; and his desire to obtain a fixed and regular income, no longer 
to be embezzled or diverted by his ministers, overbalanced every other con- 
sideration in this feeble mi|»d. As Lord Clive writes to Mr. Verelst: “He 
received the proposal of having a sum of money for himself and his household 
at his will witK infinite pleasure, and the only reflection he made upon leaving 
me wm: ' Thank God,! I shall now have as many dancing girls as I please!’ ” 

Clive now exacted from the civil servants of the company a written 
covenant, pledging them to accept no future presents from the native princes. 
Many murmui^, soma, ] 7 ^igned| but no ^ne dared to disobey. Another 
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measure which Clive considered most essential, and found most difficult, but 
which he succeeded in enforcing, was to debar the men in high places from 
private trade, granting them, as some compensation, a share in the salt mon- 
opoly. With respect to the military officers, Clive announced his intention 
to deprive them of the large dole or additional allowance, which, under the 
name of dovble batta^ had l^n granted them by Mk Jafar after the battle of 
Plassey, but which, as Clive had always explained to them, could not, in all 
probability, be continued.by the company. In fact, the court of directors 
had issued the most positive orders that the double batta should be discon- 
tinued. 

In abolishing their double batta Clive had to encounter not remonstrances 
merely, nor dissatisfaction, but even mutiny. Nearly two hundred officers, 
combining together, bound themselves by an oath of secrecy, and undertook 
to fling up their commissions on one and the same day. Thus, while indulgent 
to the younger and less experienced officers, and willing to receive their tofcns 
of contrition, he ordered the ringleaders into arrest, and sent them down ihe 
Ganges for trial at Calcutta. lie did not shrink even from the bold measure 
of cashiering his second in command. 

By such finiiness was averted the shame of a successful mutiny — a shame 
which, in Clive’s own strong language, all the waters of the* Ganges could 
never wash away. 

All this time the conduct of Clive was giving a lofty example of disregard 
to lucre. He did not spare his own personal resources, and was able some 
years afterwards to boast in the house of commons that this, his second Indian 
command, had left him poorer than it found him. His enemies might indeed 
ob‘5erve that the virtue of disinterestedness is not so hard to practise when a 
lortune of forty thousand pounds a year has been already gained. Yet the 
fact remains that when presents from one of the native princes laid the founda- 
tions of his wealth the practice of receiving them was both usual and allowed, 
and that when it ceasea to be at least the latter he stood firm against {ill temp- 
tation. In vain did the rajah of Benares press upon him two diatrionds of 
large size. In vain did the nawab vizir produce a rich casket of jewels and 
offer a large sum of money. Ix)rd Clive,” thus wrote from India an officer 
by no means his friend, “ might then have added at least Jialt a million to his 
fortune; and we may further note that the receipt of such gifts might have 
probably remained a secret since even their refusal was not known until after 
his decease.” 

On the whole it may be said that his second command was not leas imt)or- 
ant for reform than his first had been for conquest. By this the foundations 
at least of good government were securely laid. And the results might have 
been far greater still could Clive have remained longer at his post. But the 
burning climate, combined with ceaseless anxiety and toil, had grievously 
impaired his health. In December, 1766, we find him during several weeks 
disabled from all writing, and at the close of the ensuing month he found it 
necessary to embark for England. He left the government to a man of no 
more than average ability — Verelst; yet under him there still continued the 
impulse given by a stronger hand. 


THF SUCCESSES OF HYDER ALI 

At this period the ma'm point of interest changes from the presidency of 
Bengal to the presidency of Madras. There the English were oecomixig in- 
volved in another war. There tjiey had npw, forttbs first time, to encounter 
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the most skilful and daring of all the enemies against whom they ever fought 
in India — Hyder Ali. He was of humble origin, the grandchild of a wander- 
ing fahir or Mohammedan monk. Most versatile in his talents, Hyder was no 
less adventurous in his career; by turns a private man devoted to sports of the 
chase, a captain of freebooters, a partisan chief, a rebel against the rajah of 
Mysore, and commander-in-chief of the Mysorean army. Of this last position 
he availed himself to dethrone and supplant his master. Indeed, during his 
whole course, we seldom find him either restrained by scruples or ^ound by 
promises. 

One single instance of the kind will suffice to paint his character. A Brah- 
man, Khonde Row by name, at one time his close confederate, but afterwards 

his enemy, having taken 
the field against him, was 
reduced to the point of 
surrender. The rajah and 
the ladies of the palace 
sent a joint message to 
Hyder, pleading for their 
friend the Brahman, and 
inquiring what terms he 
might expect. “I will 
not only spare his life,’' 
said Hyder, ^'but I will 
cherish him like a parro- 
quet." Nevertheless, no 
sooner was the Brahman 
in his hands than he was 
treated with the utmost 
rigour, and iniffrisoned for 
the remainder of his life 
in an iron cage. When 
Hyder was thereupon 
gently reminded of his 
promise, he answered, 
that he had literally kept his word, referring in proof to the cage in which 
the captive was confined, and to the rice and milk allotted for his daily food! 

Pursuing his ambitious schemes, Hyder Ali became not merely the suc- 
cessor of the rajah, but the founder ol the kingdom oi Mysore. From his 
palace at Seringapatam, as from a centre, a new energy was ini used through 
the whole of southern India. By various wars and by the dispossession of 
several smaller princes, he cxtentled his frontiers to the northward, nearly to 
the river Kistna. His posts on the coast of Malabar, Mangalore especially, 
gave him the means of founding a marine: and he applied himself with assidu- 
ous skill to train and discipline his troops according to the European models. 
The English at Madras were roused by his ambition, without as yet fully 
appreciating his genius. We find them at the beginning of 1767 engaged, 
with little caip or forethought, in a confederacy against mm with the nizam 
and the Mahrattas. 

Formidabll as that confederacy might seem, it was speedily dissipated by 
the arts of Hyder. At the very outset, a well-timed subsidy bought off the 
Mahrattas. The nizam showed no better faith; he was only more tardy in 
his treason. He took the field in concert with a body of English commanded 
by Colonel Joseph Smith, but sooij began to^how symptoms of defection, and 
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at last drew off his troops to join the anny of Hyder. A battle ensued near 
Trincomalee, in September, 1767. Colonel Smith had under him no more 
than fifteen hundred Europeans and nine thousand sepoys; while the forces 
combined on the other side were estimated, probably with much exaggeration, 
at seventy thousand men. Nevertheless, victory, as usual, declared for the 
English cause. 

On the other hand, the troops of Hyder AH, both then and afterguards, dis- 
played not merely the effvts of a braver chief and of a better discipline, but 
also the energies of a robuster race. The people within the Ghats or hill- 
passes of southern India, though far below the mountain races of Afghanistan, 
are yet far superior to the Hindus of the plains. In these, the delicac‘y of limbs 
and the softness of muscles must be reckoned among the foremost causes of 
their failure on a battle-field. In these, the utter want of strength in their 
bodily organisation is only, on home occasions and for some purposes, redeemed 
by its suppleness. It has been computed that two English sawyers can per- 
form in one day the work of thirty-two Indians. Yet, as the same authority 
assures us, see the same men as tumblers, and there are none so extraordinary 
in the world. Or employ them as messengers, and they will go fifty miles a 
clay for twenty or thirty days without intermission. 

Tlio victory at Trincomalee produced as its speed}' consequelice a treaty of 
peace with the nizam. Hyder w'as left alone; but even thus pioved fully a 
match for the English both of Madras and of Hoinbay. The latter had fitted 
out a naval armament which, in the course of the winter, rc*duced his sea- 
]>ort of Mangalore and destroyed his rising fleet. Against these new enemies 
H}der, like some m\d beast at bay, made a sudden bound. Leaving to the 
eastward a force sufficient to employ and delude Colonel Joseph Smith, he 
silently descended the wcst(*rn Ghats, and in May, 176.S, at the very time when 
l(‘ast e.<pected, afipeared before the gates of Mangalore. The English garrison, 
taken by surprise, hastily rc'-embarked in boats, relinciuishing all their artillery 
and stores, and leaving also more than two hundred sick and wounded to the 
mercy of their crafty toe. 


Returning to the eastward, Hyder Ah continued to wage the war against 
Colonel Smith; inferior (in any field of baltlo, but prevailing in^wiles ancl 
stratagems, in early intelligence, and in rapid marches, he could not be pre- 
vented from laying wa^-te the southern plains of the Carnatic, as the territory 
of one of the staunchest allies of England, Muhammed Ali, the nawab of Arcot. 

At length, in the spring of 1769, Hyder Ali became desirous of peace, and 
resolved to extort it on favourable temis. First, by a dexterous feint he drew 
off the British forces a hundred and forty miles to the southward cJ Madras. 
Then suddenly, at the head of five thousand horsemen, Hyder himsedf appeared 
at St. Tliomas’ Mount, within ten miles of that city. The terrifiecl members 
of the council were little inclined to dispute whatever might be asked by an 
enemy so near at hand. Happily his terms were not high. A treaty was 
signed, providing that a mutual restoration of conquests should take place, 
and that the contracting parties should agree to assist each other in all defens- 
ive wars. 

In the career of Hyder Ali, this was by no moans the first, ftor yet the last 
occasion, on which he showed himself sincerely desirous of aUiance with the 
English.^ He did not conceal the fact that in order to maintain his power and 
secure himself he must lean either on them or on the Mahrattas. He would 
have preferred the first; it was the vacillation and weakness of the council at 
Madras that drove him to the latter. Finding his overtures of friendship 
slighted he took his part, as always, decid^ly anibtldly. He became, even 
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in the midst of peace, a known and ardent enemy of the English race and 
name; ever watchful for any opening to assail them; ever ready to league 
himself against them with the Mahratta chiefs at Poona, or the French gov- 
ernors at Pondicherry. 

It vras no, common enemy whom the Madras traders thus neglected or 
defied. The vigorous administration of Hyder at his court of Seringapatam, 
has been closely viewed-and well described by more than one European in his 
service. Lika the other Indian princes, he was addicted to licentious jpleasure. 
Unlike them, he was never enslaved by it. Many of his leisure hours were 
passed in the company of dancing girls. To intoxication likewise he was often 
prone; and one instance is recorded how in that state he was seen by his whole 
court to seize and most severely cane his grown-up son, Tipu. It may be 
added that on common occasions his toilet took up a considerable portion of 
his time. But no sooner did any peril threaten or any object of aJnbition rise 
in view than all such habits of indulgence were promptly cast aside, and Hyder 
pa^ed whole days and nights untired in his council-chambers, or on horse- 
back with his cavalry. At all times he was most easy of access; freely receiv- 
ing all those who desired to see him, except only the fakirs; a significant token 
of the degree of esteem in which he held his grandfather^s profession. From 
all others he quickly drew whatever information he desired; and in dealing 
with them manifested the keenest insight of their various characters. So far 
had his education been neglected that he could neither read nor write. He 
made no later attempt at scholarship, but relied upon the powers of a most 
retentive memory, and upon a shrewdness hard to be deceived. He might be 
careless of his people’s welfare for their sake, but he anxiously sought it for his 
own; he knew that to make them prosperous would, beyond all other causes, 
make him powerful; and thus through the wide extent of the kingdom that 
he founded, he never failed to guard them from all vague depredation or 
inferior tyranny. ^ 

By such means did he who had first set forth as a freebooter, with one or 
two score of followers, leave behind him at his peaceful end a well-appointed 
army of a hundred thousand soldiers, and a treasure of three million sterling. 
Yet, pros^Terous as he seemed, Hyder was not happy. It is recorded of one 
of his attendants, .that after watching for some time his short and uneasy 
slumbers he ventured at his waking to inquire of his dreams. “ Believe me, 
my friend,” said Hyder, “my dominion, envied though it may be, is in truth 
far less desirable than the state of the yogis (the religious mendicants) ; awake, 
they see no conspirators; asleep, they dream of no assassins I’* 

EVIL DAYS FOR THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 

In this war with Hyder, the English had lost no great amoimt of reputa- 
tion, and of territory they had lost none at all. But as regards their wealth 
and their resources, they had suffered severely. Supplies, both of men and 
of money had been required from Bengal to assist the government at Madras; 
and both had been freely given. In consequence of such a drain, there could 
not be made •the usual investments in goods, nor yet the usual remittances 
to England. Thus at the very time when the proprietors of the East India 
Conmany haa begun to wish each other joy on the great reforms effected by 
Lord Clive, and looked forward to a further increase of their half-yearly divi- 
dend, they were told to prepare for its reduction. A panic ensued. Within a 
few days, in the spring of 1769, India stock fell more than sixty per cent. 

At that period, ind^d; as for |ome yeair before it, nothing could^ more 
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unsteady than the wishes, or more precarious than the prospects, of the great 
company. Party spirit continued to rage at their elections; the contests 
between the followers of Sulivan and the foUowers of Clive being n^newcd 
every year with varying success. Each party, when defeated, heapc'd the 
grossest imputations on the other, as on the lowest and ba^st of mankind; 
and in that respect the public were inclined to give an«equal belief to both. 




upon the breath of any great man in parliament. 

in July, 1766, Pifl became prime minister, with the title of Chatham, 
he entered office with the determination to transfer the government of Great 
Britain's eastern empire into the hands of the central authorities ; but his 
purpose was baffled, not through any efforts of the East India Company, but 
through his own mysterious illness; and the men succeeding him m power, 
though unable to pursue his policy, were reduced merely to stave off the main 
question or 'to patch up temporary terms. But they, for their own part, were 
well satisfied, since the company undertook, meanw'hile, to pay to the revenue 
400,000i. each year. As a further concession, arising from the fin^cial 
embarrassments of 1769, it was agreed by the dirertors that commissioners 
of inquiry, under the name of supervisors, should be sent to India with full 
powers over the other servants of the company. Three gentlemen of old 
standing and long service — Vansittart, Scrafton, and Colonel Fordo — were 
selected for this important trust. Accordingly they embarked on their mis- 
sion towards the close of the same year. But after leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope the ship in which they sailed, the Aurora frigate, was never heard of 
again: it is supposed to have foundered at sea. 

THE GREAT FAMINE OF 1770 

It is not improbable that this system of makeshifts might have still con- 
tinued, and the necessity of any more decisive measures been longer post- 
poned. But in the ensuing year, 1770, a new and more grievous calamity 
overspread Bengal. The usual rains having laikd, there Was no water in the 
tanks, and the rivers shrank into shallows. The ricc-fields continued parched 
and dry, and could not yield their expected produce, while the coiffiagration 
of several large granaries conijileted the worV of misery. • A terrible famine 
ensued; a famine such as Europe, during the last few ages^^ias never known 
even in its rudest districts, or behind beleaguered walls^^Throughout the 
wide valley of the Ganges, the country places were deserted, and the cities, 
where alone there might be hope of food, became thronged with starving 
multitudes, from whom piteous cries v^ere heard. 

The common misery united, for the first and only time, the men of the 
most oppo^^ite castes — from the Brahman of lofty lineage down to the 
humblest of the Niaidccs. Even the zenana now gave forth its guarded 
inmates, who no longer veiled with jealous care, but prostrate and wailing 
on the ground, implored from the passers-by, if not for themselves, at least 
for their little children, a handful — only a handful — of rice. Thousands 
and tens of thousands of human beings died dady in the stre^, where the 
vultures swooped down and the dogs and jaclo^ ffocked in quest of their 
ghastly prey. % 

In Calcutta alone there were daily employed one hundred men, on the 
comp^y’s account, to pile the dead bodies ujxin sledges and cars, and throw 
them into the Ganges. The broad river was itself so far tainted that its fi«h 
ceased to be wholesome food, ^ogs, duejp and £efse, which had likewise 
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taken part in devouring the carcases, could no longer themselves be safely 
eaten; and thus, as the famine grew greater, the means of subsistence, even 
to the Europeans, grew less. It was computed, not in any rhetorical flight, 
not amidst the horror of the sufferings described, but in a grave despatch 
written two years afterwards, though even then perhaps with some exaggera- 
tion, that through Bengal this dreadful famine had destroyed in many places 
one-half, and, on the whole, above one-third, of the inhabitants. 

These evil tidings from India did not come alone. Conjoined with them 
were rumours and charges that the distress had 6een greatly aggr^ated by 
the conduct of the company’s servants; that at the very outset of the famine 
they had engrossed all the rice of the country, and that afterwards they slowly 
doled it out at tenfold the price they had paid. If in truth there were any 
such cases, there can have been but few. They were in direct contravention 
of the directors’ orders, and of Lord Clive’s rules. 

Such charges, however, could not fail to make some impression on both the 
ministry and parliament of England. Even allowing them to be unfounded, 
there was yet an ample growth of abuses, rank and stubborn, to hew down in 
the company’s affairs. It was felt on all sides that there was more need than 
ever of investigation — more need and now more leisure also. The govern- 
ment of Lord' North had by this time attained some degree of stability, and 
the nation some degree of repose. 


PARLIAMENT INVESTIGATES THE COMPANY,* THE REGULATING ACT (1772 A.D.) 

Accordingly, in April, 1772, and on the motion of General Burgoync, there 
was appointed, by means of ballot, a committee of inquiry, bearing the title 
of “select,” though consisting of no less than thirty-one members. Within 
six weeks that committee prepan*d and presented two reports ^ but the 
approaching close of the session precluded any further stop at that time. 

In the spring of 1773 Lord North proposed and carried through against all 
gainsayers his own measure of reform. This, after it had passed, was com- 
monly called the Regulating Act. In the first place, he granted to the com- 
pany a loan of 1 ,5(X),0(X)Z. for four years, and relieved them from the annual 
payment to the state of 4(X),0(X)Z. On the other hand, the company was 
restrained from making any greater dividend than 6 per cent, until the loan 
should be repaid, or any greater dividend than 8 per cent, until the public 
should have some participation in the profits. It was then enacted, that 
instead of annual elections of the wliole number of directors at the India 
House, six should go out of office each year, and none keep their seats longer 
than four years. At the same time, the qualification lor a vote in each pro- 
prietor was raised from 5001. to KXIOZ., with more votes in proportion, up to 
four, to each proprietor of a larger sum. 

In India, the act provided that the mayor’s court of Calcutta should be 
restricted in its jurisdiction to petty cases of trade, and that in its place 
should be constituted a supreme court, to consist of a chief justice, and three 
puisne judges^ appointed bx* the crown. The governor of Bengal was hence- 
forth to have authority over the other presidencies, as governor-general of 
India, but was himself to be controlled by his council. In that council, as 
previously, he was entitled only to a single or, in case of equality, a casting 
vote. It was proposed that these nominations should be made by parlia- 
ment, and continue for five years; after which they should revert to the 
directors, but subject iOfthe ap^)robation,of the crown. In the progress 
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therefore of the bill through the commons, the members of the new council 
were expressly named, so as to become a part of the enactment. 

Warren Hastings, who a year before had assumed the administration of 
Bengal, was appointed the first governor-general. Anotlier of the new coun- 
cil, Kichard Barwell, w^as already at his post; the new members to be sent 
from England were General Clavering, the Hon. Colonel Monson, and Philip- 
Francis. 

Another clause of Lord N orthos bill remitted the drawback on the East 
India JCJofiipany’s teas — a*tep little regarded at its outset, but momentous- 
in its consequences. The directors at the time were but little gratified with 
this boon or any other when compared with the curtailment of their previous 
powers. They declared in a petition to the house that they would rather 
forego the loan which they had solicited than endure the conditions which 
the minister imposed. But their late misgovemment had been such as to 
render, in parliament at least, their adlierents few and their lamentations 
disregarcledf. 


CENSURE AND SUICIDE OF CLIVE 

In the course of these proceedings, both before the committees and within 
the house, many a shaft was let fly at Lord Clive. Besides tlie public wrongs 
of w'hich he stood accused there was also, it may be feared, a feeling of personal 
envy at work against him. His vast wealth became a more striking mark for 
calumny ^^hen contrasted with the financial embarrassnients of the directors 
in whose servic(' he had gained it. And his profusion, as ever happens, 
off^'iided far more persons than it pleased. 

Under such circumstances the select committee, over which Burgoyne pre- 
sided, made Clive their more especial object of attack. They drew forth into 
the light of day several transactions certainly not well fonned to tair it, as 
the forgfTV of Admiial Watson’s signature, and the fraud practised on Omi- 
chund. But at the same tiiiK' they could not shut out the lustre of the great 
deeds he had ix'rformed. (dive himself was unsparingly questioned, and 
treat('d with slight regard. As he complains in one of his speeches: “I, their 
humble servant, the baion of Plassey, have been examined by ttie Select 
Comniittee more like a sheep-stt‘alcr than a member of this^ house!” And he 
adds, with jierfeet truth: ^‘1 am sure. Sir, if I had any sore places about me 
they would have been found: they have prol)ed mo to the bottom; no lenient 
jilasteib have lieeii applied to heal; no. Sir, they were all of the blister kind, 
prepared with Spanish flies, and other provocatives!” 

On this and some other occasions Clive spoke in his own defence in a frank 
and fearless spirit with great energy of language, and it would seem with great 
effect upon the house. It was in May, 1773, that the charges against him, till 
then vague and undefined, were brought forward as a vote of censure by Bur- 
goyne. In the result, the first resolutions of Burgoyne, alleging certain 
matters of fact that could scarcely be denied, were carried. But the next, 
which charged Lord Clive by name with having abused his powers, and set an 
evil example to the servants of the public, did qpt pass. At length, as the 
dawn was slowly breaking on the last of these long and stormy, and in many 
parts confused, debates, the house agreed almost unanimously io some words 
which Wedderburn moved: “That Robert Lord Clive did at the same time 
render great and meritorious services to his country.” 

^ Such a vote might perhaps be deemed almost a verdict of acquittal. Cer- 
tainly, at least, it showed a wise ^luctance^o condemn. It closed the whole* 
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case, and Give had no further parliamentary attack to fear. But the previous 
taunts and injuries appear to have sunk deep into his haughty mind. Nor 
was a life of ease, however splendid, congenial to his active temper. In his 
sumptuous halls of Claremont, or beneath the stately cedars of his park, he 
was far less really happy than amidst his former toils and cares, on £he tented 
plains of the Carnatic or in the council-chambers of Bengal. Moreover, 
through the climate of the tropics, his health was most grievously impaired. 
He had to undergo sharp and oft-recurring spasms of pain, for which opium 
only could -afford him its treacherous and transitory aid. At length, on 
November 22nd, 1774, at his house in Berkeley Square, this great man, for 
such he surely was, fell by his own hand. He was not yet fifty years of age; 
and the contest in North America was just then beginning to hold forth to him 
a new career of active exertion — a new chaplet of honourable fame. 

To the last, however, he appears to have retained his serene demeanour, 
and the stern dominion of his will. It so chanced, that a young lady, an 
attached friend of his family, was then upon a visit at his house in Berkeley 
Square, and sat, writing a letter, in one of its apartments. Seeing Lord Clive 
walk through, she called to him to come and mend her pen. Lord Clive 
obeyed her summons, and taking out his penknife fulfilled her request; after 
which, passing on to another chamber, he turned the same knife against 
himself.® 

LORD MACAULA-i’s ESTIMATE OF CLIVE 

In the awful close of so much prosperity and glory the vulgar saw only a 
confirmation of all their prejudices; and some men of real piety and genius 
so far forgot the maxims both of religion and of philosophy as confidently to 
ascribe the mournful event to the just vengeance of God, and to the horrors 
of an evil conscience. It is with very different feelings that we contemplate 
the spectacle of a great mind ruined by the weariness of satiety, by the pangs 
of woimded honour, by fatal diseases, and more fatal remedies. 

Clive committed great faults; but his faults, when weighed against his 
merits, and viewed in connection with his temptations, do not appear to us to 
deprive him of his right to an honourable place in the estimation of posterity. 
From his first visit to India dates the renown of the English arms in the east. 
Till he appeared his countrymen were despised as mere pedlars, while the 
French were revered as a p»eople formed for victory and command. His 
courage and capacity dissolved the charm. With the defence of Arcot com- 
mences the long series of oriental triumphs which closes with the fall of 
Ghazni. Nor must we forget that he was only twenty-five years old when 
he proved himself ripe for military command. Tliis is a rare if not a singular 
distinction. 

From Clive’s second visit to India dates the political ascendancy of the 
English in that country. His dexterity and resolution realised, in the course 
of a few months, more than all the goigeous visions which had floated before 
the imagination of Dupleix. Such an extent of cultivated territory, such an 
amoimt of reyenue, such ^.multitude of subjects, was never added to the 
dominion of Rome by the most successful proconsul. Nor were such wealthy 
spoils ever bortie under arches of triumph, down the Sacred Way, and through 
the crowded Forum, to the threshold of Tarpeian Jove. The fame of those 
who subdued Antiochus and Tigranes grows dim when compared with the 
splendour of the exploits which the young English adventurer achieved at 
the head of an army no^eqjaal in z^ombers to^one-half of a Roman legion. 
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From Clivers third visit to India dates the purity of the administration of 
our eastern empire. When he landed in Calcutta in 1765, Beng^ was regarded 
as a place to which Ei^lishmen were sent only to get rich, by any means, in 
the Aortast possible time. He first made dauntless and unsparing war on 
that gigantic system of oppression, extortion, and corruption. In that war 
he manfully put to hazard his ease, his fame, and his splendid fortune. The 
same sense of justice which forbids us to conceal or extenuate the faults of his 
earlier da^s compels us to admit that those faults were nobly repaired. If the 
reproach of the company and of its servants has been taken away; if in India 
the yoke of foreign masters, elsewhere the heavi(‘st of all yokes, has been found 
lighter than that of any native dynasty; if to that gang of public robbers, which 
formerly spread terror through the whole plain of Bengal has succeeded a body 
of functionaries not more higlily distinguished by uliility and diligence than 
by integrity, disinterestedness, and public spirit; if we have seen such men as 
Munro, Elphinstone, and Metcalfe, after leading victorious armies, after 
making and deposing king*:?, return, proud of their honourable poverty, from a 
land which once held out to ever}'^ greedy factor the hope of boundless wealth, 
the i>raise is in no small measure due to Clive. His name stands high on the 
roll of coiKjueiors. But it is found in a lx?ttcT list, in the list*of those who 
have don(‘ and sufTei*(‘d much for the hnj»piness of mankind. To the warrior, 
histoiy will assign a place in the same rank with Lucullus and Trajan. Nor 
will she deny to the refoimc'r a share of that veneration wdth which Franco 
chfTishes the memory of Turgot, and with which the latest generations of 
Hindus will contemplate the statue of Lord William Bentinck.* 



CHAPTER III 


WARREN HASTINGS, CORNWALLIS, AND THE WELLESLEYS 


[1773-1806 A.D.] 


Warren Hastings, the first governor-general of India, was born in 1732. 
He was sprung from a branch, or rather, as they alleged, the main stem, of 
the ^at old house of Hastings, from which in another line the earls of Hun- 
tingdon descend. But at the time of Warren’s birth his branch was fast 
decaying; and Daylesford, its ancient seat in Worcestershire, was already 
sold. It was only through the kindness of a kinsman that he obtained his 
education at Westminster school; and when that relative died, he was shipped 
off at seventeen as a writer to Bengal. He was noticed by Lord Clive as a 
man of promise. Under Mr. Vansittart' he had much more opportunity to 
shine. Thus, through the various gradations o^ the civil service at that time, 
he sped with credit and success. Having raanied, but become a widower, he 
returned to England in 1765. But four years afterwards he was again sent 
forth as second in the council of Madras; and early in 1772 he proceeded to 
a far higher, and, as it proved, more lasting post, as first in the council of 
Bei^al. 

^ Spare in form and shrunk in features, with a mild voice and with gentle 
manners, Warren Hastings might seem to a casual observer as wanting in 
manly firmness. It is remarkable that, on his appointment as governor of 
Bengal, Lord Clive deemed it right to warn him agamst this, as he imagmed, 
the we^ pcrint of his character. Never was an error more complete. 

It may said of Hastings, that tenacitv of purpose was not merely the 
principal feature of his character, but the key and mainspring of the rest. 
It num him, on the one hand, consbtent and courageous. On the other 
hand, it gave him a certain hardness and insensibility of heart; it made him, 
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on several great occasions in his long career, callous to the sufferings which 
his policy mflicted, and careless of the means by which his policy might be 

E ursued. He was firm, it may be added, in all his friendships and attachments, 
ut few tnen have ever been more rancorous and unforgiving. 

It was one among the merits of Hastings, that he had made himself thor- 
oughly acquainted, not only with the literature, but also with the temper 
and feehn^ of the nations which he came to rule. Their languages he spoke 
with eafs and fluency; tlfeir prejudices, whether of religion or of race, he 
was ever, unless impelled by 
’borne state necessity, studi- 
ous not to wound. By such 
means he was at all times, 
i\hether in his triumphs or 
in his hours of danger and 
distress, a favourite with the 
native tribes of Hindustan 
— a favourite, moreover, at 
a period when in most cases 
they had little or no sympa- 
thy for the island-strangers. 

When in the year 1772 
Hastings first assumed the 
administration of Bengal, he 
found the whole country 
weighed down by the effects 
of the recent famine and de- 
population. The greatest 
praise perhaps of his able 
rule is the simple fact that 
scarce any trace of these ef- 
fects appears in the succeed- 
ing years. He enforced a 
new system in the land rev- 
enue founded on leases for 
five years; a system indeed 
far from faultless, yet the 
best, probably, which at that 
period could be framed, 

IJn ler that system nearly 
the same amount of income was collected from the far diminished numbers 
with less, it would seem, of pressure than before. For the accumulating 
debt and financial embarrassment of the company more than the common 
resources seemed to be required. These Hastings strove hard to supply* not 
always, as will presently be shown, by the most creditable means. At the 
same time, to tne ^at and manifest advantage of the natives, he put an 
end to the oppressive tax or duty levied upon marriages. As one of the 
results of his system of revenue-collection, he eftablishSl, with signal good 
effect, district courts for the administration of justice, and district omcers 
to maintain the public peace. Within a few months the provinces were in a 
great measure cleared of the dacofUs or gangs of thieves, and other prowling 
marauders. These and such like measures of reform, or of public policy, 
were carried through by Hastings amidst x^ximerous injections in his council 
and mq^ssantisaUs upon his time. 
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Among the earliest acts of Hastings in Bengal was one for which, right 
or wrong, he was in no degree responsible. It arose from the peremptory 
and positive commands of the directors at home to arrest and try Muhammed 
Reza Khan, who had now for seven years held his great office at Murshidabad, 
as naib diwan, or chief minister of the finances. The reports against him of 
embezzlement and fraud in his high functions appear to have arisen mainly 
through the intrigues of Nandkuinar or Nuncomar his disappointed rival. 
Muhammed Reza Khan was seized in his bed at ftiidnight by a ba^alion f)f 
sepoys. The same measure was extended to his confederate, Shitab Roy, 
at that time governor of Beliar; a chief who, in the recent wars, had fought 
with signal bravery upon the English side. 

The two prisoners were carried to Calcutta, where after many months 
of postponement and delay they were brought to trial before a committee 
over which Hastings himself presided. Nandkumar, with a vengeful rancour, 
sueh as no time could soften, no calamities subdue, appeared as the accuser 
of his ancient rival. But no guilt could be proved to call for any further 
punishment, nor even to justify the harshness already shown. Both pris- 
oners, therefore, were acfiuitted and set free; Shitab Roy, moreover, being 
sent back to bold office in Behar, clothed in a robe of state and mounted on 
a richly caparisoned elephant, as marks of honour and respect. 

Nandkumar throve as little in his hopes of ambition as in his projects of 
revenge. Hastings had meanwhile been effecting a complete change in the 
former system. It was not merely that he arrested the minister; he abol- 
ished the office. He put an end to the scheme of double government at 
Murshidabad and at Calcutta, transferring to the latter city and to the ser- 
vants of the company the entire machinery of state affairs. An empty 
pageant only was left at the former capital, still decked with'^die name and 
honours of nawab. That nawab, the heir of Mir Jafar, was now an infant. 
On that plea, Hastings took occasion to reduce the yearly allowance granted 
by the company from 320, 000^ to half that sum. To alleviate in some 
degree the disappointment that was gnawing at the heart of Nandkumar, 
his son Rajah Goordas was appointed treasurer of the young prince’s house- 
hold. T!ie guardianship of the young prince himself was bestowed, not on 
his own mother, but on another lady of his father’s harem — the Munny 
Begum, by title and name. 

External affairs also claimed the early care of Hastings. Shah Alam the 
emperor, in name at least, of Hindustan, had Piore than once endeavoured, 
but in vain, to prevail upon the English to assist him in expelling the Mah- 
rattas. Finding that alone he could not attack these invaders of his patri- 
mony with the smallest prospect of success, he took the opposite part, and 
threw himself into their arms. He was received at first with every token 
of respect and homage, and led back in triumph to his ancestral seat 
of Delhi. Soon, however, a quarrel ensued between them, when he found 
himself no more than a prisoner and a puppet in the hands of his new allies. 
They compelled him to sign an edict, transferring to them the districts of 
Allahabad and Korah, which had been bestowed upon him by Lord Clive. 
But here Hastings interpdied. He determined not merely on resuming the 
districts of Atlabahad and Korah, but on discontinuing all further yearly 
pa^^ents to Shah Alam. Breach of faith on this account became, at a later 
period, one of the charges brought against him. 

The districts of Kor^ and AUahabad were promptly occupied by English 
troops. But it was computed t^t the expenses of maintaining them at so 
great a distance woula exceed the utmost levenue they could bring.^ It was 
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therefore the wish of Hastings to vield them for a stipulated sum to the adja- 
cent state of Oudh. He repairea to the city of Benares to confer in prsou 
with the nawab vizir. There, in September 1773, a treaty was agreed upon 
between ^em; the nawab vizir undertaking to pay for the two districts the 
sum of fifty of rupees. 

ENGLISH TROOPS LENT FOR THE DESTRLCTION OF THE ROHILLAS 

But — alas for the fair fame not only of Hastings, but of England! — 
another and a weightier question was then decided at Benares. The Rohillas, 
a tri^ of Afghan blood, had earher in that centu^, and as allies of the 
Mughal, descended into the plains of Hindustan. They had obtained for 
their reward that fertile country which lies between the Ganges and the 
mouniains on the western boundary of Oudh. That country bore from them 
the name of Rohilkliand. It had been earned by their services, and it yas 
flourishing under their dominion. Of late there had sprung up a difference 
between them and their neighbours of Oudh, with respect to some pecuniary 
stij 3 ulations which the Rohillas contracted and were backward to discharge. 
On that ground, Sujah-ud-Daula had a plea for war against them. 

He ai)plied to the English governor for the aid of English*bayonets; and 
this reejuest came before Hastings at a time when the Bengal treasury was 
weighed down with heavy debts, and when nevertheless the letters from the 
court of directors were calling on him in the most earnest terms for large 
remittances. The Indian prince wanted soldiers, and the English chief 
wanted money, and on this foundation was the bargain struck between them. 
In April, 1774, an English brigade under Colonel Champion invaded the 
Uohilla districts; and in a hard-fought battle gained a decisive victory over 
the Rohilla troops. Exactly half a century afterwards an English bishop, 
on his first visitation progress, found the whole scene still fresh in the 
traditions of the country. 

Throughout this conflict, nothing could be more dastardly than the 
demeanour of the troops of Oudh. They had slunk to the rear of the armies; 
they had kept aloof from the figlit; and it was only after the battle was 
decided that they came forward to plunder the camp aiul despoil the dead 
and dying. Many an indignant murmur was heard frorn the British ranks: 
** We have the honour of the day, and these banditti are to have the profit! ” 
Nor was this all. The vizir and his soldiery next applied themselves to wreak 
their fury on the vanquished, and to lay waste with sword and fire the rich 
plains of Rohilkhand. No terms whatever had been made by Hastings for 
the more humane and merciful conduct of the war; and Colonel Champion, 
in his private letters to the governor, might well avow his fear that, although 
his countrymen stood free from all participation in these cruel deeds, the 
mere fact of their having been silent spectators of them would tend, iii the 
minds of the whole Indian people, to the dishonour of the English name. 

The case of Hastings as to the Rohillas — a case at the best a bad one — 
was farther injured by the indiscretion of his friends. Some of them after- 
wards pleaded for him in the house of commons that the Roitillas were not 
among the native possessors of the soil in India, but only an^nvading tribe 
of foreign lineage and of recent conquest. With just indignation, Mr. Wil- 
berforce exclaimed, ** Why, what are we but the Rohillas of Bengal ? " But 
Hastings himself took better ground. Besides the pecuniary advantages, on 
which no question could exist, he had political arguments to urge in vmdica- 
tion of^his treaty. It was of paramount knpor^cf to the Briti^ to form 
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a close alliance with Oudh; and, on forming an alliance with that state, they 
had a right to espouse its quarrels. But Lord North, the prime minister 
at the time of the transaction, said in the house of commons — as soon as 
I was apprised of the facts of the Rohilla war, I thought the conduct of Mr. 
Hastings highly censurable; and I sent to the court of directors, urging them 
to comhine with me for his recall. 

HASTINGS UNDER CHARGES ; NANDKUMAR PUT OUT OF THE W4tT 

It was at the close of the Rohilla war, in October, 1774, that there 
anchored in the Ganges the ship which brought from Engand the expected 
members of the council and the judges of the supreme court. Of the three 
new councillors, Francis was by far the youngest; but his more shining and 
ardent spirit gave him a great ascendancy over Clavering's and Monson's. 
Rename — there is little risk in affirming — determined to find fault; ready, 
whatever might befall, to cavil and oppose. 

Of the five who met in council, the old servants of the company, Hastings 
and Barwell, stood together; on the other side were arrayed, as though in 
military order^ the general, the colonel, and the late war-office clerk. Thus 
they formed a majority upon every question that arose; thus, from the very 
first they jwrested the whole power of the government and all substantial 
patronage from the hands of Hastings. They ordered the English brigade to 
march back from Rohilkhand, whatever might be then the condition of that 
province. They recalled, with every token of disgrace, Mr. Middleton, the 
confidential friend of Hastings, and by him appointed the resident in Oudh. 
They insisted that even the most private^f Mr. Middleton’s letters should be 
laid before them. 

Confident in their absolute majority the three new councillors pursued 
their course of rashness, or, as Hastings terms it, frenzy. On the decease of 
Sujah-ud-Daula, and the succession of his son, Asa-ud-Daula, as nawab vizir 
they passed a preposterous vote that the treaties which had been signed with 
the former should be considered as personal and as having ended with his 
life. The}' unsettled for a time the whole administration, both financial and 
judicial, of Bengal. Still more mischievous was their meddling in the case 
of Bombay, then first under the recent act reduced to a subordinate presi- 
dency. They rebuked its council, and they reversed its policy; and, in utter 
ignorance of its affairs, took new measures for entangling it in the differences 
of the several Mahratta chiefs. Meanwhile their power seemed so unques- 
tionable, and their hostility to Hastings so clear, that many of his personal 
enemies began to brood over projects of revenge as certain of attainment. 
Two Englishmen of the name of Fowke came forward to charge him with 
corruption. The rani, or princess, of Bardwan, with her adopt^ son, sent 
in a similar complaint. But foremost of all in rancour as in rank was Nand- 
kumar. He put into the hands of Francis a paper containing several heavy 
accusations against Hastings; above all, that he had taken a bribe for dis- 
missing without punishment Muhammed Reza Khan; and this paper was 
produ^ by Francis at thee council-board. 

Long and ^erce were the discussions that ensued. The governor-general 
did not shrink from the investigation of his conduct, but he insisted, and 
surely with perfect right, that the members of the council should form them- 
selves into a committee for that purpose, and alter receiving whatever evi- 
dence they pleased, transmit it for adjudication either to the supreme court 
of justice at Calcutta, Sir to the (urectors at home. On the other hand the 
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majority maintained, that even while sitting as a council they might proceed 
to the trial of their chief. The governor-general rose, deoiared the meeting 
dissolved, and left the room with Harwell in his train. The remaining mem- 
bers voted that the meeting was not dissolved, named Clavering as chmrman, 
and called in Nandkumar. 

In this state of the transactions, Hastings thought himself entitled to 
allege that Nandkumar, Mr. Fowke, and some others were guilty of a con- 
spiracy against him. Oq this ground he began legal proceeding against 
tnem i^ the supreme court. The judges after a long examination of the 
case directed Nandkumar and Fowke to give bail, and bound over the gov- 
ernor-general to prosecute them. 

Of a sudden, however, and only a few weeks afterwards, a more serious 
blow was aimed at Nandkumar by another hand. He was arrested at the 
suit of a native merchant named Mohun Persaud, and, like any other man 
accused of felony, was thrown into the common gaol. The char^ agajnst 
him was that he had forged a bond five years before. On that charge, *the 
supreme court not then existing, he had been brought to trial before the 
mayor’s court of Calcutta, but was released through the authority which at 
that time Hastings exert^ in his favour. The suit had, therefore, been 
suspended, but not concluded. It was now revived before a Higher and more 
independent tribunal, established expressly with a view to such cases; and 
it was revived at the very earliest lawful time after the necessary documents 
had been transferred to the new court. So opportune was this prosecution 
for the interests of the governor-general, and so suspicious the coincidence 
of time, that Hastings has ever since been suspected and arrai^ed as the 
real mover in the business.^ Yet, besides the presumption on his side to be 
drawn from the regular conduct of the suit, there is surely some weight in a 
fact which many writers have passed over — that in the proceedings before 
the supreme court, Hastings solemnly deposed, upon his oath, that he had 
never directly or indirectly countenanced or forwarded the prosecution for 
forgery against Nandkumar. 

The new members of the council showed the utmost resentment at the 
prosecution, but found themselves wholly powerless to stem it. pieir fierce 
representations to the judges proved in vain. They could only send com- 
plimentary messages to Nandkumar in his prison, and grant additional favours 
to his son. The trial came on, in due time, before a jury composed of Eng- 
lishmen, when the charge of forgery was established to their entire satisfac- 
tion, and a verdict of guilty was returned. One of the judges, Sir Robert 
Qiambers, the friend of Dr. Johnson, had proposed to try the prisoner on 
an earlier and a milder statute, inflicting no capital penalty; but Chambers 
is stated to have l^n convinced by, and most certainly acquiesced in, the 
arguments against it. The sentence of death on Nandkumar was pronounced 
by Sir Elijah Impey as the chief, and apparently with the full concurrence 
of his colleagues. On the 5th of August, 1775, the rajah Nandkumar, at 
that time seventy years of age and the head of the Brahmans of Bengal, was 
led forth to the gallows, and hanged; while Clavering and his two friends, 
with impotent rage, shut themselves up withioi their houses^ and while an 
immense concourse of Hindus looked on in wonder and affri^t. 

For his share in these proceedings the chief justice h^H^n arraigned 
even more Mverely than the governor-general. It was Hastings — thus cries 
Burke in his ardent and sometimes overflowing zeal — it was Hastings who 

P That Hastinn set this prosecution in motion^no reasonable person can doubt ; and It ii 
equally dear that Qiief Justlee Imp^ i£etiee from ai peraonab bame.— J. S. COTTOV.*] 
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murdered Nandkumar by the hand of Sir Elijah Impeyl The personal 
friendship which had subsisted between them since their schoolboy days 
was urged as strong presumption of a guilty compact. For this argument, 
as levelled at one of the judges, it became convenient to overlook entirely 
the existence of the other three. Thus Impey, who had but acted jointly, 
was arraigned alone. At length the surmises and suspicions against him 
assumed a more definite form. At the close of 1787 a member of the house 
of commons, Sir Gilbert Elliot, moved for his impeachment mainly on this 
ground. Then Sir Elijah was permitted to appear at the bar, andlo speak 
in his own defence. He showed, to the perfect satisfaction of by far the 
greater part of those who heard him, that his behaviour through the trial 
had been wholly free from blame. 

The execution of Nandkumar, although it may not have been connected 
with any step of Hastings, was certainly auspicious to his interests. The 
Hindus could make no nice distinctions, such as the case required, between 
political and judicial authority. They looked only to the one broad fact 
that one of their chief men had stood forth to accuse the governor-general, 
and that within a few weeks of his accusation that chief man had died upon 
the gallows. From that moment all the other natives shrank from any further 
charges against Hastings. From that moment, in their eyes, he recovered 
a large portion of his power. Rut it should be added, in justice to his 
memory, that throughout his long administration he attracted, in a high 
degree, their love as well as fear. The English in India also were nearly all 
upon his side. Hastings, they saw, was familiar with their wants and wishes, 
and profoundly versed in their affairs. On the other hand they had slight 
confidence in either Clavering or Monson; and they had quickly taken fire 
against the war-office clerk (Francisl, who, in all respects, ignorant of India, 
was yet s^king to impose upon it, with peremptory violence, every crotchet 
of his brain. He had not been many weeks at Calcutta ere he obtained the 
common surname of “King Francis,” or “Francis the First.” 

The news of the divisions in the council at Calcutta appears to have 
peatly perplexed the directors at home. For some time they endeavoured, 
but with ^little good effect, to hold a middle course. Lord North him- 
self, however, was deeply impressed with the iniejuity of the Rohilla war. 
He regretted, that under the Regulating Act there was no power during 
the first five years to recall the governor-general without an address to that 
effect from the company to the crown. At a meeting of the court of pro- 
prietors the motion for Hastings’ recall was negatived by a majority of 
upwards of one hundred. 

But the vague threats wrought too far upon Hastings’ agent in London, 
Colonel Maclean. He believed his patron in risk of a parliamentary dis- 
missal, or perhaps, a parliamentary censure. He had in his possession a 
private letter, written by Hastings a year and a half before, in which Hast- 
mgs announced his resolution of resigning if he should not find his measures 
supported and approved. In another letter, two months afterwards, Hast- 
ings had most clearly revoked that resolution. Nevertheless, Colonel Maclean 
in October, 1776, thought iiimself sufficiently empowered to tender to the 
court of directors the resignation of the governor-general. The directors, 
eager to be reueyed from their embarrassment, made little difficulty. They 
accepted the resignation, and, with the connivance of the crown, named one 
of their own body, Mr. Edward Wheler, to the vacant place in the council of 
Bengal. 

But meanwhile the^tate of that council had wholly changed. In Sep- 
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tember, 1776, Colonel Monson had died. Bv his decease, and by the means 
of his own casting vote, the full powers of government fell back into the 
hands of the governor-general. With his usual fixedness of purpose he now 
resumed his former policy and reappointed his old friends. At the same time 
his mind was brooding over a vast scheme for the complete ascendancy in 
India of the' English name — a system of subsidiary alliance with native 
princes, and, above all, with the navrab of Oudh and the nizam — a system 
which it was left to his si:|pcessors to unfold and to pursue. 

SuchVere the schemes that Hastings was maturing, when, in June, 1777, 
a packet-ship from England anchored in the Hooghly, and all Calcutta was 
startled with the news that the governor-general had resigned ; that his 
resignation was accepted; and that the government was transferred to 
other hands. No man was more astonished at these tidings than the gov- 
ernor-general himself. He declared that Colonel Maclean had far, verv far, 
exceeded his instructions. But he afterwards said, that nevertheless he shoyld 
have felt himself bound by the acta of his agent, had not General Clavering 
attemi^H'd to seize the government by force. 

Clavering sent his Persian interpreter to Hastings with a letter, requiring 
him to deliver the keys of the fort and treasury. Meanwhile, in another 
chamber, Hastings took the chair with Barwell by his side,* and declared 
himself determined to maintain his just authority until further orders should 
arrive. Seeing this, the opposite party agreed, though unwillingly, to his 
pro[)osal — that they should ask, and should abide by, the opinion of the 
judges of the supreme court. This W’as no season for delay; tne case being 
thus referred to the judges, they met the same evening, and continued all 
night in anxious deliberation. At four the next morning Sir Elijah reported 
their unanimous judgment, that the resignation of Hastings was invalid, and 
the assumption of power by Cla\ering illegal. Thus was the governor- 
general enabled to maintain his ground. On this occasion he justly felt 
that his all had been at stake. 

But Hastings was not content with his success on this occasion. He 
endeavoured to pursue it with a degree of violence and indiscretion scarcely 
less than his rival had disfjlayed. He prevailed on Barwell to concur Jn a reso- 
lution that General Clavering, by attempting to usurp the functions of gov- 
ernor-general, had surrendered and resigned both his place* in council ana his 
office as coiiunander-in-chief of the Indian forces. Against this flagrant abuse 
of victorv Clavering and Francis remonstrated in vain. Now, in their turn, they 
appealed to the judges of the supreme court. Sir Elijah Impey, in the name 
of his brethren, pronounced it as their unanimous decision, that the council 
had no legal power to remove one of its members or declare his seat vacant. 

In this struggle the temper of Clavering — a frank, plain soldier — had 
b^en grievously chafed. Only a few weeks afterwards, in August, 1777, he 
sickened and died. It is said that the last appearance in public of the dying 
man was, after much solicitation, as a guest at his rival’s wedding-feast. 
Not many days l^efore General Clavering expired, Warren Hastings married 
Marian Imhoff, ex-wife of a German by birth, a baron by title, a miniature 
painter by profession. 

In the council-chamber of Bengal the decease ot (ieneral Llavering was 
nearly balanced by the arrival of Mr. Wheler. The new member took part, 
in most cases, against the governor-general with Francis. But, besides that 
he showed himsdf a far less acrimonious opponent ; the power of the casting- 
vote still left on every question the practical ascendancy in the hands of 
Hastings. ^ 
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LORD Floor AT MADRAS 

From the supreme government of India let us pass to the subordinate- 
council of Madras. There, though on a smaller scale, dissension had grown 
to a still more formidable height. Some years since a war had been waged 
a^inst the petty kingdom of Tanjore. The rajah, one of the Mahratta 
princes, had been taken prisoner and deposed. The territory had been seized 
and transferred to the nawab of Arcot. At home the directors, after no 
small amount of wavering, had disapproved these measures. They d&patched 
peremptory orders to restore, without loss of time, the rajah to his throne. 
Moreover, they sent out to the chief place at Madras a personal friend of 
the rajah, the former governor Pigot, who had recently been raised to an 
Irish peerage. Thus from the first moment of his landing again on Indian 
ground. Lord Pigot found himself in direct opposition to the leading members 
of ,his council. He did, however, proceed to Tanjore and reinstate the rajah. 
But on his return he saw a formidable combination leagued against him; at 
its head Muhammed Ali, the nawab of Arcot. 

Muhammed Ali, the old ally of the English, and maintained in his domin- 
ion by their means, was ever intriguing and caballing with several of the com- 
pany's servants. They would supply him with money at any sudden call, 
and well knew how to make such loans most highly advantageous to them- 
selves. Foremost among these usurers stood Mr. Paul Benfield, a man to 
whom Burke’s eloquence has given immortal fame — if fame indeed it should 
be called! For, as the misdeeds of Verres will live forever in the glowing 
denunciations of Cicero, so has the genius of Burke poured its imperishable 
lustre over the whole tortuous track of the Madras money-lenders, and res- 
cued from oblivion the ** Debts of the nawab of Arcot.” 

Paul Benfield was of humble birth and of no patrimony. He had filled 
a small place in the company’s service at a salary of a few hundred pounds a 
year, and was chiefly conspicuous for keeping the finest carriages and horses 
at Madras. His ostentatious habits of expense did not seem consistent with 
any large accumulation of wealth. To the public surprise he now brought 
forward is claim on the nawab, for money lent to the amount of 162,000Z. 
besides another claim on individuals in Tanjore to the amount of 72,000Z. 
For the whole of this enormous sum he held assignments on the revenues and 
standing crops in Tanjore; and he pleaded that his interest ought not to be 
affected by the reinstatement of the rajah. The nawab, when consulted 
on the matter, at once admitted and confirmed the claim. In this case Lord 
^ot might well suspect collusion. He might also reasonably question the 
right of the nawab to make any such assignments in Tanjore. The majority 
of his council, however, were inclined to favour these demands, and there 
ensued a .long train of angry altercations. At length the issue was taken on 
a side-point of small importance — the desire of Lord Pigot to appoint Mr. 
Russel, one of his own friends, as resident at Tanjore. 

Finding himself out- voted, Lord Pigot first set the dangerous example — 
so soon to recoil upon himself — of overstepping the bounds of law. He 
assumed thaty the governor was an integral part of the council; that he was 
not bound by^ the majority against him, and might refuse to carry out any 
decision in which he had not concurred. The opposite doctrine was main- 
tained, no less vehemently, by the other members. Upon this an arbitrary 
order from Lord Pigot declai^ them suspended from their functions; and 
they, in return, concerted measu^ for his arrest. The commander of the 
forces, Sir Robert Fleftshcr (the same whoy in Bengid, had been cashiered), 
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was at that time ill; but the second in command, Colonel Stuait, was upon 
^eir side. On the 24th of August, 1776, the colonel passed the greater part 
of the day in company or in business with Lord Pigot; he both orealcfasted 
and dinea with him as his familiar friend, and was driving in the carriage 
with him when, according to the colonel's previous orders, the carriage was 
surrounded and stopped by troops. His lordship was then informed tliat 
he was their prisoner. As such he was forthwith conveyed to St. Thomas* 
Mount. There he was left Jn an officer's house, with a battalion of artillery 
to guard mm, while all the powers of government were assumed and admin- 
istered by his opponents in the council. 

In the courts of directors and proprietors there appeared upon this sub- 
ject the usual fluctuation. There was, however, a better reason for it, in a 
case where beyond all doubt neither party had been free from blame. At 
length it was agreed that the members of the council who had concurred in 
this arrest should be recalled; and on their return they became liable, uncjer 
resolutions of the house of commons, to a trial and a fine. At the same time 
a commission was prepared under the company’s seal, by which Lord Pigot 
was restored to his office; but he was directed within one week to give up 
the government to his successor, and embark for England. By these means 
it was intended to avoid a triumph, or the appearance of a triumph, to either 
side. But long before these orders could be received in India, Lord Pigot 
was beyond the reach of any human sentence. After eight months of con- 
tinement he died at St. Thomas’ Mount. 

Early in 1778 the government of Madras was assumed by Sir Thomas 
Rumbold. He might avoid dissensions with his council, but on other grounds 
he incurred, and not unjustly, the censure of the court of directors. In less 
than three years we find him utterly dismissed from their service. 

WAU WITH THE MAHRATTA8 (1778-79 A.D.) 

For some years the progress of England’s eastern empire had not been 
assailed, or even threatened, by any European enemy. The scene is now 
about to change. That war which, commencing in North America,/roubled 
not England only but also France and Spain, cast its baleful shadows to the 
Mexican seas on the one side, and to the shores of Coromandel on the other. 
Then it was that the experience, the energy, the high statesmanship of Hast- 
ings were signally displayed. Then it was, that the value of his services was 
felt even by his adversaries in Downing Street or Leadenhall. Thus, when 
the i^riod of five years fixed by the Regulating Act had expired, the governor- 
general was quietly and without a struggle re-appointed. 

At the beginning of 1778 the tidings were aheady rife among the native 
races, that yenghi dunia, or New World, as they called America, had broken 
loose from the country of the Company Sahib. Already might they hear 
the rising sounds of exultation from the rival settlements of Oiandamagar 
and Pondicherry. But the first sign or symptom that reached Hastings of 
French cabals in India came from the Mahratta states. These had grown 
to gr^tness in the decline of the Mughal Empire imd risen on its ruins, but 
had since been weakened by dissensions of their own. Among themselvesi 
as in the venerable monarchy from the ruins of which they had sprung, there 
was a wide line ^tween the real and the rightful exercise of power. 

The lineal heir of Sivaji, the true sovereign in name, had become a mm 
state-prisoner in the palace of Sattara. The actual authoritv was vest^ in 
a great magistrate, or chief of th^council, mo waai cilled the peshwa, and 
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who held court with regal state at Poona. Through a strange anomaly 
that ministerial office descended by hereditary right, and sometimes there- 
fore devolved upon a minor. The peshwa, besides his own or the rajah of 
Satara’s dominions, always claimed, and occasionally exercised a kind cf 
feudal supremacy over the other Mahratta principalities that lay scattered in 
the wide expanse between the hill forts of Mysore and the waters of the 
Ganges. First among them were the houses of Sindhia and of Holkar; the 
Gaikwar, who ruled in Guzerat; and the Bhonsla, or rajah of Berar, a scion 
of the line of Sivaji. All these Mahratta chiefs, in common with tlieir sub- 
jects, held the Brahman faith; in that respect, as in some others, forming a 
remarkable contrast to the race of the Mohammedan conquerors beside them, 
as the nizam and the vizir. 

The mean origin of the first Mahratta freebooters is denoted even in the 
hereditary titles of their princes; the Gaikwar, for example, signifies only 
tl^ cow-herd. It is denoted also by the simple and abstemious habits which 
they long preserved. A Mussulman historian, Gholam Hossein,^ the con- 
temporary of Warren Hastings, describes the most powerful Mahratta ruler 
of his time, as living only on food of the poorest peasant — on black bread 
made of badj^rah, unripe mangoes, and raw red pepper. “ Let the reader,” 
says the more refined Mohammedan, guess the taste of the whole nation by 
this sample of its chiefs. And although,” he adds, “ they have come to com- 
mand kingdoms and to rule over empires, they are still the beggars they have 
been. Go to any of them, from the lowest clerk to the minister of state, and 
the first words which you shall hear from them are always these — ^ What 
have you brought for me ? — Have you brought anything for me ? ’ and should 
any man go empty-handed to them, they would strip him of his turban and 
coat, and then recommend him devoutly to Almighty GodW’ 

Between the chiefs at Poona and the presidency of Bombay there had 
been in former years some intricate negotiations and some desultory wars. 
The English had obtained possession of the island of Salsette, which, so lately 
as 1750, the Mahrattas had wrested from the Portuguese. They had also 
given shelter to a deposed and exiled peshwa named Ragoba or Raghunath 
Rao, whp still carried on a cabal and kept up a party at home. Such was the 
posture of affairs when the governor-general was startled by the tidings that a 
French ship had anchored in one of the Mahratta poits, and that a French 
agent had set out for Poona. This Frenchman proved to be the chevalier de 
St. Lubin, an adventurer who had formerly taken some part in the intrigues 
of the presidency of Madras, and who had now obtained from his own gov- 
ernment a clandestine commission to treat with the Mahrattas. 

It was reported to Hastings, that already they had agreed to his terms, 
and consented to yield to the French the port of Ghoul, on the coast of Mala- 
bar. “ War is now inevitable,” said Hastings to his council; “ let us then 
be the first to strike a blow ! ” It was resolved, that a division of the Bengal 
army should be sent across the Jumna, and march through Bundelkhand 
upon the peshwa’s country. Orders were sent to the council of Bombay to 
enter into a concert of measures with Raghunath Rao, and strive by all means 
to forward Lis pretensiomi. At the same time the governor-general com- 
menced an active negotiation, and sought to form a close alliance with 
another claimant to a principal place among the Mahratta chiefs — with 
Bhonsla, the ruler of Berar. 

It has been questioned, how far, in these dealinm with the Mahrattas, 
Hasting acted strictly in good ^aith. Certainly, at least, he is entitled to 
the praise, at a most Vilifficult ensis, of energy and skill The news of the 
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disaster at Saratoga, far from dampening his spirit, only animated his endear 
vours. “If it be really true” — thus he spoke to his council — “ that the 
British arms and influence have suffered so severe a check in the western 
world, it is the more incumbent on those who are charged with the interests 
of Great Britain in the east to exert themselves for the retrieval of the national 
loss.” On the 7th of July a letter from Mr. Baldwin, the consul of England 
at Uairo, brought the news to Calcutta that in the month of March preceding 
war had^been proclaimed J)oth in London and in Paris. Not an hour did 
Hastings lose. “ On the same day,” he says, “ we wrote to the governor of 
Fort St. George, to prepare for the immediate attack of Pondicherry; and we 
set them an example on the 10th, by the capture of Chandarnagar.” 

Pondicherry was invested by Sir Hector Munro, at the head of the Madras 
army. It yielded, after a brave resistance and an engagement off the coast, 
between the French and English squadrons. Then the French retained noth- 
ing in India but Mahe, a small fort and settlement on the coast of Malabar; 
and this also was reduced by the English from Madras, in the course of the 
ensuing spring. Meanwhile, in Bengal, the zeal of Hastings had directed 
the most active measures of defence. The governor-general thus wrote to a 
private friend — “The French, if they ever attempt the invasion of Bengal, 
must make their way to it by an alliance with one of the powers of the coun- 
try; and the only power with which that can be at present effected is the 
Miihratta.” To this Mahratta expedition, therefore, the eyes of Hastings 
were anxiously turned. At first it vrtis far from j)rospering. 

On climbing the Ghats or passes and entering the Mahrattas’ territory. 
Colonel Egerton was not joined, as Raghunath Rao had encouraged him to 
hope, by any chief of importance, nor by any considerable number of adherents. 
On the contrary, he saw around him irregular troops of hostile cavalry, retir- 
ing as he advanced, but active and successful in cutting off his supplies. His 
own movements at this juncture were sufficiently deliberate; only eight miles 
in eleven days. In January, 1779, he had reached a point within sixteen miles 
of Poona. There he found an army assembled to oppose him, and the com- 
mittee-men, losing courage, made up their minds to a retreat. A retreat was 
begun accordingly that night, and continued until the next afterriQpn, when, 
at a place called Wargaum, the English found themselves surrounded and 
hemmed in. One brave subaltern. Captain Hartley, offered to cut his way 
through, and to carry back the little army to Bombay, declaring that he could 
rely upon his men. His superior officers, on the other handt, deemed any 
such attempt chimerical, and determined to seek their safety in negotiation. 
Th^ terms required for their unmolested passage were hard indeed, yet hard 
though they were, could not be disputed unless by arms. It was agreed that 
all the acquisitions gained by the English from the Mahrattas, since the peace 
of 1756, should be restored. It was further agreed, that the person of Rag- 
hunath Rao should be given up, not indeed to the Poona chiefs, but to 
Sindhia. 

In mitigation of this last ignominious clause we may observe that, even pre- 
viously, Raghunath Rao, seeing the ill-plight of the English army, and despair- 
ing of its safe return by force of arms, had declartd his own intention of sur- 
rendering himself to Sindhia, as to a mediator and umpire |gther than an 
enemy. Already for some days had he been in correspondence with that 
chief. The committ^ felt, therefore, the less scruple in consenting to his 
surrender when required as a stipulation of their treaty. 

Yet, in spite of some such extenuatin^circumstances, the convention of 
Wargai^ may justly be regarded as the most dieciWitable to the arms of 
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England ever framed since they had first appeared on Indian soil. To the 
English, in all three presidencies, it seemed like a Saratoga iik miniature. To 
the French partisans throughout India it gave a bolder spirit and a louder 
tone. It combined, if not the whole Mahratta empire, yet several more of 
the Mahratta chiefs against the English. It revived the hopes, and disclosed 
the animosity, both of the nizam and Hyder Ali; but on the mind of the 
governor-general it had no effect. He refused to alter his plans: he refused 
to recall his troops. On the contrary, he at once directed Gofldard to 
advance. 

General Goddard (for to that higher rank was he speedily promoted) 
justified the confidence of Hastings by his energy and skill. In his cam- 
paign of that year and of the following, he, in great measure, retrieved and 
worthily maintained the honour of the British arms. At one time we see 
him reduce by storm the fort of Ahmadabad; at another time, by a siege, 
th/^ city of Bassein. On another occasion he appears gaining a victory over 
the entire force, forty thousand strong, of Sinahia and Holkar combined. 
Meanwhile Raghunath Rao had found early means to escape from the hands 
of Sindhia, and took shelter in Surat. Thus the advantages to the Mahrattas 
from the day of Wargaum proved fleeting and short-lived. 

In a hilly district lying to the south of Agra, and bearing, at that time, the 
name of Gohud, Hastings waged war upon a smaller scale. With the Hindu 

E rince, or rana, of that district he had concluded an alliance. The rana 
eing, in consequence, attacked by the Mahrattas, applied to his confederates 
in Bengal; and a small body of troops, under Captain Popham, was sent to 
his support. Not merely did Captain Popham, with little assistance from 
the rana, clear Gohud from its invaders, out he carried the war into some 
of the Mahratta country; he besieged and reduced the city^jf Lahar; and 
gained renown throughout the east when he took, by escalade, a rock-fortress 
which was deemed impregnable — the “castled crag” of Gwalior. 

In these and his other military measures Hastings was not left to rely 
upon his own unassisted judgment. Sir Eyre Coote, invested with a two- 
fold rank as commander of the forces and as member of the council, arrived 
at Calcutta in March, 1779. He had no disposition to ally himself with 
Francis, or intrigue against Hastings; yet he gave nearly as much trouble 
to the latter as ever had Francis himself. The lapse of almost twenty years 
since his last successes had not been without effect, either on his body or his 
mind. He had become less active in his movements, and more fretful in 
his temper. A love of gain had grown up side by side with his love of glory; 
and strongly impressed with his own g^t merits, he was ever prone to deem 
himself slighted or neglected. It required constant care in Hastings to avoid 
or to expl^ away any causes of offence between them. 

HASTINGS FIGHTS A DUEL WITH FRANCIS (1780 A.D.) 

Early in the year 1780 an engagement was concluded, according to which 
Francis proposed to desist from systematic opposition, and to acquiesce in 
all the measti^res for the prosecution of the H^hratta war, while Hastings 
undertook torappoint Mr. Fowke, and some other adherents of Francis, to 
certain lucrative posts. On the faith of this agreement, and with the full 
consent of Hasting. Harwell embarked for Europe. But only a few weeks 
afterwards the old dissension at the council-board burst forth anew. The 
immediate cause was the expedj^jon in Gohud. Hastings alleged that this 
was only a branch of hSs Mahratta war; Francis, on the contrary, maintained 
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that this was a separate object, to which he was not pledged, and which he 
might freely oppc^. The governor-general, on this occasion, lost or laid 
a^e his customary calmness, and in reply to a minute of his rival, placed 
on record, in council, the following words: I do not trust to Francis' 
promises of candour, convinced that he is incapable of it. I judge of his 
public conduct by his private, which I have found to be void of truth and 
honour.” When the council broke up, Francis drew the governor-general 
into another chamber, and^read to him a challenge; it was accepted by Hast- 
ings, ana they met on the day but one after — on the morning of the 17th of 
August. 

Hastings and Francis fired at nearly the same instant: Hastinm was 
unharmed, but Francis was shot through the side. He was conveyedi to an 
adjacent house, where the surgeons found that although his wound was 
severe his life was not in danger. He recovered, but early in the next 
Decem^r gave up his office and returned to England. In taking that step, 
Francis did no more than fulfil an intention which, finding his influence 
wholly declined, he had formed even in the preceding year. 


HASTINGS AT ODDS WITH THE SUPREME COURT, 

Dissension with Francis, however fierce, was no novelty to Hastings. 
But during the same period he had to wage a painful warfare with a former 
friend — Sir Elijah Impey. In the Regulating Act of 1773 the limits between 
the judicial and political powers which it instituted had not been duly defined. 
Thus it happened, that on several points in practice the supreme court came 
to clash with the supreme council. 

In the beginning of 1780 a suit had been brought against a wealthy land- 
holder, the rajah of Cossijurah, by Cossinaut Baboo his agent at Calcutta, 
when the judge issued a writ to sequester his lands and goods. For this 
object an armed band, consisting of sixty men and commanoed by a sergeant 
of the court, was despatched to Cossiiurah. The rajah had already fled from 
his house. Nevertheless it was forcibly entered by the gang of bailiffs; nor 
did they even shrink from breaking open the zenana, or the womgi's cham- 
bers, ever held sacred in the East amiost the worst barbarities of war. The 
servants of the rajah stood at the threshold ready to rei^t, so far as they 
could resist, what they deemed the dishonour of their master, but some of 
them were wounded and the rest beaten back and overborne. 

When these tidings reached Calcutta the governor-general, supported on 
this one occasion by his council's unanimous assent, took, as was his duty, 
effectual measures of redress. A circular was issued to the landholders of 
Bengal explaining that, unless in certain specified cases, they owed no obedi- 
ence to the mandates of the supreme court. Upon this, all patience and all 
prudence departed from Sir Elijah Impey and his brother judges. Even 
the most violent steps did not seem to them too strong. 'They cast into 
prison Mr. North Naylor, the company’s attorney, merely because as he was 
bound to do, he had obeyed the orders of the council, ^ey caused a sum- 
mons to be served on each member of the council requiring him to appear 
at their bar, and to answer for hispublic acts. Hastings an(r ^he other mem- 
bers refused to obey the call. The judges pronounced the refusal to be a 
clear contempt of his majesty’s law and of his courts.” It is difl^cult to say 
to what extremities— scarcely short of civil war — this collision might have 
own, had not Cossinaut, no doubt on sobie secret inducements hem out to 
b^ the governor-general, suddenly oroppe^hib actions at law; thus 
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depriving the judges of all present materials upon which their wrath could 
build. 

The immediate case might thus be dealt with, but a more permanent 
remedy was needed. With this view, the fertile brain of Hastings devised 
another scheme. Under the act of 1773 there were certain judicial powers 
which belonged to the supreme council as a tribunal of appeal from some of 
the provincial courts, but which the supreme council had neither sufficient 
time, nor yet sufficient knowledge, to exert. Hg^stings proposed that these 
powers should be henceforth vested in a judge appointed by the governor and 
council, and removable at their pleasure, and that this newly appointed judge 
should be no other than the chief justice of the supreme court. Such was 
the scheme which, in September, 1780, Hastings laid before his colleagues in 
the government, and which, in spite of strenuous opposition from Francis 
and from Wheler, was carried through. To Francis, who almost immediately 
afterwards returned to England, there only remained the spiteful satisfaction 
of spreading far and wide among his friends and the public at home the 
charge that the chief justice had been bribed from a course of opposition by 
a new salary of 8,000/. a year. 

It is true that the council did determine that a salary — not, as was said, 
of eight thou^nd, but of five thousand pounds a year — should be attached 
to the new office. Sir Elijah stated, however, that he should refuse to accept 
any part of this money until the opinion of the lord chancellor had been asked 
and obtained from England. There are still extant the regular vouchers of 
the sums paid to the chief justice in pursuance of the council’s order, and 
paid back by him to the company’s account. And in point of fact, neither 
then nor at any time afterwards was a single rupee of this new salary received 
for his own use by Sir Elijah Impey. 

THE OUTBREAK OF HYPER ALI (1780 A.P.) 

Tlie Mahratta campaign, and the altercations with Francis and with 
Impey, however burthensome to Hastings, were not at this time his only 
nor yet ^|s greatest care. Another and more pressing danger rose in view. 
Hyder Ah, the mighty sovereign of Mysore, had observed with much dis- 
pleasure, the British expedition to Mahe. He saw that the English were 
now entangled in a difficult war with the Mahrattas, and that a French 
armament was soon exj^cted on the coast of Coromandel. He drew together 
an army which amounted, or at least which popular terror magnified, to 
ninety thousand men. These forces were not wholly wanting in European 
discipline; they had been trained, in part, by good officers from France, and 
they drew into the field, with competent artillerymen, one hundred pieces of 
artillery. 

The government of Madras was, almost to the last, unconscious of its 
danger. The English chiefs were nearly taken by surprise, when, in the height 
of summer, the horsemen of Mysore, the vanguard of Hyder’s army, came 
dashing down the passes that lead from their wild hills. This was the mvasion 
which some ^lears afterwarcis was described with so much glowing eloquence 
1^ Burke in Iws speech on the nawab of Arcot’s debts, February 28th, 1783. 
Tnis was the ^^black cloud that hung for awhile on the declivities of the moun- 
tains.” This was the ” menacing meteor which blackened all the horizon 
imtil it suddenly burst and pour^ down the whole of its contents upon the 
plains of the Cajmatic.” h 

At the approach oFH}ider’s army, the fsontier posts, held by sepoys, sur- 
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rendered with but sli^t resistance; and his onward progress was marked by 
fire and the sword. fVom the summit of St. Thomas’ Mount the people of 
Madras could see, on the horizon, columns of dark smoke ascend from the 
burning villages. In the field there were already some not wholly inconsid- 
erable forces. Sir Hector Munro had above five thousand men. and Colonel 
Baillie above three. 

Had Baillie and Munro at once combined their forces, as th^ might and 
should, il^seems probable, from the much larger number of Europeans in 
their ranks, that they might have stood firm against all the armies of Mysore. 
But their torpor, or perhaps their jealousy, delayed them, and thus enabled 
Hyder to assail them singly, while yet only a few miles asunder. On the 10th 
of September the troops of Baillie were overwhelmed and cut to pieces. A 
similar fate might have befallen Munro had he not saved himself by a pre- 
cipitate retreat towards Mount St. Thomas, first casting his artillery into the 
tanka, and relinquishing his baggage and stores. Thus only the walled towys 
remained to the English: all the open country was, or would be, Hyder 's. 

THE ACTIVITY OF HASTINGS; THE VICTORIES OF EYRE COOTE 

A swift-sailing ship, despatched for the express purpose, iJrought these 
ill-tidings to Calcutta on the 23rd of the same month. On no occasion, either 
before or since, were the genius, the energy, the master-spirit of Hastings more 
signally displayed. In a single day*iie framed a new system of policy, 
renouncing his late favourite schemes, and contemplating only the altered 
state of public affairs. In his own words — ** All rny hopes of aggrandising 
the British name and enlarging the interests of the company, gave instant 
place to the more urgent call to support the existence of both in the Carnatic; 
nor did I hesitate a moment to abandon my own views for such an object. 
The Mahratta war has been, and is yet, called mine. Gods knows why. I 
was forced into it. It began with the acts of others unknown to me. I never 
professed any other design but to support the presidency of Bombay, if it 
had succeeded in the plans w^hich it had formed, or to protect and save them 
if they failed. Perhaps the war with Hyder may be, in like manner, called 
my war. ” 

On the 25th of September the council met. The governor-general pro- 
posed that a treaty not merely of peace but of alliance should be tendered 
to the Mahrattas, yielding the main points at issue in the war; that every 
soldier available in Bengal should at once be shipped off to Ma^as; that 
fifteen lacs of rupees should without delay be despatched to the same quarter; 
that Sir Eyre Coote, as alone sufficient, should be requested to assume the 
chief command against Mysore; and that the powers allowed to the supreme 
presidency by the act of 1773 should be strained to the utmost, by superseding 
Mr. Whitehill, the new and incapable governor of Fort St. George. 

Hyder Ali, since his great successes over Baillie and Munro, had reduced 
the fort of Arcot, and was besieging Wandewash and Vellore. But the 
arrival of the new commander and of the reinforcements from Bengal struck 
his mind with awe. He raised the siege of both plaices when, in J^uary, 1781, 
he saw Coote take the field, though still with most scanty forcts and inade- 
quate supplies. Sir Eyre, apprehensive of a rising among the French so lately 
subdued, next marched south and encamped on the Red Hills of Pondicherry. 
Later in the season he advanced to Porto Novo, a haven some forty miles 
further to the southward. There, on the l|t of July, lie succeeded in bring- 
ing Hyd^r to a battle. He had olily between eighlf arid nine thousand men 
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opposed to the myriads of Mysore. Yet such was the ascendancy of European 
valour and European skill, that after six hours of conflict Hyder’s forces fled 
in utter disarray, leaving on the field several thousand dead and woxmded, 
while upon the side of the English the loss scarcely exceeded four hundred 
men. 

The victory at Porto Novo was not left unimproved by Coote. He turned, 
and with good effect, towards Wandewash, which was again besieged. 
“Wandewash is safe” — thus he wrote to the government of Madras — “it 
being the third time in my life I have had the honour to relieve it.” 
Hyder then fell back to what he deemed a lucky spot, as it certainly was a 
strong position; the very ground on which, in the preceding year, he had 
defeated Baillie. There, on the 27th of August, he engaged in another 
battle with Sir Eyre. 

In this action, to which a neighbouring village gave its name of Pollilore, 
tbe ground was so unfavourable to the English, that Sir Hector Munro, who 
commanded the first line, could not forbear a remonstrance to his chief. 
“ You talk to me, sir, when you should be doing your duty! ” — such was the 
stern reply; a reply which, rankling in the mind of Munro, caused him to 
retire from active service to Madras, and from thence next year to England. 
The results oi Pollilore were far less decisive, and purchased by much heavier 
sacrifice than those of Porto Novo; yet still, at the close, the flight of Hyder 
from his chosen ground left to Coote, undoubtedly, both the honour and the 
advantage of the day. The open country was recovered; and the Carnatic 
was saved. 

From Calcutta the governor-general had lost no time in commencing a 
negotiation for peace with the Mahrattas. But this was long protracted by 
the number of their chiefs, and the intricacy of the relatior^? between them; 
and it was not till the spring of 1782 that the treaties were finally concluded 
at Salbye. Meanwhile, the entire strain of the war, both with Poona and 
Mysore, fell upon the presidency of Bengal, from which, nevertheless, large 
remittances were still expected by the directors and proprietors at home. 
Under these pressing circumstances, Hastings was compelled to seek new 
sources #of supply.^ 

HASTINGS’ EXACTIONS IN BENARES \ND OUDH 

A considerable economy was effected by a reform in the establishment for 
collecting the land tax. The government monopolies of opium and salt were 
then for the first time placed upon a remunerative basis. But these reforms 
were of necessity slow in their beneficial operation. The pressing demands 
of the military chest had to be satisfied by loans, and in at least one case from 
the private purse of the governor- general. Ready cash could alone fill up the 
void; and it was to the hordes of native princes that Hastings’ fertile mind 
at once turned. Cheyte Sing, rajah of Benares, the greatest of the vassal 
chiefs who had grown rich under the protection of the British rule, lay under 
the suspicion of disloyalty. The wazir of Oudh had fallen into arrears in the 
payment dife for the maifitenance of the company’s garrison posted in his 
dominions, and his administration was in great disorder. In his case the 
ancestoral hordes were under the control of his mother, the begum of Oudh, 
into whose hands they had been allowed to pass at the time when Hastings 
was powerless in council. 

Hastings resolved ^to make si progress up country in order to arrange the 
affairs of both provinces, ^ind bring back all'the treasure that could be squeezed 
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out of its holders by his personal intervention. When he reached Benares 
and presented his demands, the raiah rose in insurrection, and the eovemor- 
general barely escaped with his life.^ But the faithful Popliain rapidly rallied 
a force for his defence. Tlie native soldiery were defeated again and again ; 
Cheyte Sing took to flight, and an augmented [x^rmanent tribute was imposed 
upon his successor.’ 

The Oudh business 
was manned with 
less risk. Tliewazir 
consented to every- 
thing demanded of 
him? 

The city and 
palace of Faizabad, 
in which the two 
princesses dwelt, 
were ^u^roundeti 
and reduced by a 
body of British 
troops. Still, hf)w- 
ever, the begums 
would not part 
with any portion 
of their hidden 
treasure. The dif- 
ficulty was how to 
discover or lay 
h a n d s u p on it 
without profaning, 
as the races of the 
East conceive, the 
sacred bounds of buduiuhi' tope in bknakes 

the zenana. It was 

resolved to arrest and confine two aged eunuciis, the heads.of the household, 
and the principal ministers of the princesses. These men were cast into prison, 
and loaded with irons; and on finding them obdurate, an order was issued in 
January, 1782, that until they yielded they should be debarred from all food. 
This order, to the shame and opprobrium not only of himselt and his employer, 
but < ven of the English name in India, bore the signature of Nathaniel Mid- 
dleton. 

[’ He set forth from the city by night, yet not unobserved, the rabble hooting him as he 
rode along, with a jingling rhyme not yet forg<»tten in Benares: 

“ Hat’ hee pur howdah, ghore pur jeen, 

Juldee bah’r jata Bahib Warren Hubtren 1 ” 

“Horse, elephant, howdah, set off at full sjieed, 

Ride away my Lord Warren Hastifigs 1 ” 

“It is a nursery rhyme which is often sung to children (at Benares),” bays Bi^op Heber.*] 

P Pitt, during the trial of Hastings in 1786, said that Hastings had a right to impose a fine 
on (Tieyte Sing. “ But, in fining the rajah £500,000, for a mere delay to pay £50,000, which 
£50,000 he^ had actually paid, Mr. Hastings proceedeilin an arbitrary, tyrannical manner, and 
was not guided by any principle of reason and justic?. The punishment was utterly dispro- 
portionate,^and shamefully exorbitant.”] * * 
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To the pangs of hunger the aged ministers gave way, and within two days 
agreed to disburse the sum which was then required. But that sum was only 
a part of the whole demand. To extort the rest other most rigorous measures 
were employed. The two prisoners were removed from Faizabad to Lucknow. 
The weight of their irons was increased; torture was threatened, and perhaps 
inflicted; certain it is, at least, that every facility was granted by the British 
assistant resident to the officers of the vizir, who were sent for that pu^ose to 
the prison-house. Meanwhile at Faizabad the palace-gates of the princesses 
continued to be strictly guarded. Food was allowed to enter, but not always 
in sufficient quantities mr the number of the inmates, so that the begums 
might be wrought upon by the distress of their attendants. “ The melancholy 
cries of famine,” says a British officer upon the spot, “ are more easily imagined 
than described.” Thus, through the greater part of 1782, severity followed 
severity, and sum was exacted after sum. The ministers were not set free, 
ntr the princesses relieved from duresse until after there had been obtained 
from them treasure exceeding in amount one million sterling. Notwithstand- 
ing all their picas of poverty — pleas perfectly justifiable in the face of such 
oppression — there was still remaining in their hands property to the value 
of at least opp million more. 

Certainly, in one respect at least, Hastings may deserve to be far distin- 
guished above the long line of robbers — magistrates of story — from Verres 
the praetor down to Monaien Rapinat. He plundered for the benefit of the 
state, and not his ovm. His main thought was that he had a great empire to 
save — and he did save it. Yet with all due appreciation of his object, and 
with all due allowance for his difficulties, his conduct to the princesses of 
Oudh appears incapable of any valid vindication, and alike repugnant to the 
principles of justice and humanity.® Hastings apj^ars tC have been not 
altogether satisfied with the incidents of this expedition, and to have antici- 
pated the censure which it received in England. As a measure of precaution 
he procured documentary evidence of the rebellious intentions of the rajah and 
the begums to the validity of which Impey obligingly lent his extra-judicial 
sanction. 

The remainder of Hastings’ tenn in office in India was passed in compara- 
tive tranquillity,, both from internal opposition and foreign war. The centre 
of interest now shifts to the India House and to the British parliament. The 
long struggle between the company and the ministers of the crown for the 
supreme control of Indian affairs and the attendant patronage had reached 
its climax. Tlic decisive success of Hastings’ administration alone postponed 
the inevitable solution. His original term of five years would have expired 
in 1778; but it was annually prolonged by special act of parliament until his 
voluntary resignation. Though Hastings was thus irremovable, his policy 
did not escape censure. Ministers were naturally anxious to obtain the rever- 
sion to his vacant post, and Indian affairs formed at this time the hinge on 
which party politics turned On one occasion Dundas carried a motion in 
the house of commons censuring Hastings, and demanding his recall. The 
directors of the company were disposed to act upon this resolution; but in 
the court of proprietors, Vith whom the decision ultimately lay, Hastings 
always posselsed a sufficient majority.^ 

WAR WITH THE DUTCH AND FRENCH (1781-1783 A.D.) 

Thus was Hastings upheld ai his post; thus might his energies still main- 
tain the varying fortunes of the war in the Carnatic. To that w^r he con- 
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tinued to apply most strenuously all the men and all the money he could 
raise. His public-spirited endeavours were well seconded by those of the 
new governor of Fort St. Geoige, Lord Macartney, who had gamed some repu- 
tation by negotiating a treaty of commerce with Russia, and who mainly on 
that ground had been appointed to Madras. Lord Macartney brought out 
from England the news of the declaration of war against the Dutch; and it 
became one of his first objects to reduce the settlements which they possessed 
on the coasts of Coromandel and Ceylon. He was successful with regard to 
the Dutcn factories at Sadras and Pulicat. Next he fitted out a more con- 
siderable expedition against the more important settlement of Negapatam. 

In November, 1781, Negapatam was accordingly Ixisie^ged and taken, 
several thousand Dutch troops, afttT a resolute resistance, being made pris- 
oners on this occasion. Inspirited by that exploit, a body of five hundred 
men was put on Wrd the fleet, and sent to the attack of Fort Ostenburg and 
Tnncomalee, in the island of Ceylon. This service, also, was no l(‘ss sw 
cessfuUy performed, but was much more than counterbalanced by the disaster 
which, in February, 1782, befell another British detachment in the district of 
Tanjore. There Colonel Braithwaite, at the head of one hundred Europeans 
and eighteen hundred sepoys, found himself surrounded and siyprised by an 
army of Mysore, under Hyder's son Tipu and M. Lally. He and his men 
fought most bravely, but at last were overpowered by superior numbers; and 
all either cut to pieces or taken captive and consigned to the dungeons of 
fc^eringapatam. 

In the same month of F(‘bruarv, 1782, the armament from France, so long 
expected, appeared off the coast of Coromandel. Its command had devolved 
on Suffren, one of the best seamen whom his country can boast. Already, 
on Ills outward voyage, he had fought a pitched battle wdth an English squad- 
ron at Porto Praya, in one of tlio Cape Verd islands. By his prompt 
arrival at the Cape of Good Hopc», he had secured that colony against the 
same squadron for his new allies the Dutch. In India it was one of his first 
cares to land at Porb) Novo two thousand French soldiers whom he had on 
board, to form, with th(‘ir countrymen already serving, an auxiliary force 
to the armies of Mysore*. Tliese troops bting joined by Tipu, fluslied as he 
was then with his triumph over Colonel Braithwaite, they proceeded in con- 
jimction to invest Cuddaloie, a seaport town between Porto Novo and Pon- 
dicherry. Having to encounter only a feeble garrison of four hundred men, 
they easily prevailed in their attack; and Cuddalore, thus wrested from 
the English, became of great importance to the French, both as a place of 
arm*- and as a harbour, during the whole remainder of the war. 

It so chanced that at the very time when the armament from France 
appeared in the Indian seas, the British fleet in that quarter was seasonably 
reinforced by several new ships from England. De Suffren and Sir Edward 
Hughes, the two admirals here opposed to each other, were antagonists well 
matched both for skill and intrepidity. In the period between February, 
1782, and June, 1783, no less than five pitched battles were fought between 
them. In these their force was very nearly equal, with only a slight superi- 
ority on most occasions on the side of the French.® But in none^)f these was 
any decisive advantage gained by either party. No ship of war Was captured; 
no overwhelming loss of men was achieved; and, in turning to the best account 
the results of every action, Suffren show^ a far superior skill, especially in 
retaking Tnncomalee and relieving Cuddalore. 

The arrival of the French auxiliaries to tlJfe forces of Mysore was, in a great 
measure,^ coimterbalanced by the^ peace which at ^is time Hastings con- 
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eluded with the Mahratta estates. Thus, the English could continue to wage, 
on no unequal terms, the war in the Carnatic until, in December, 1782, it 
received a new turn from the illness and death of Hyder Ali. This event was 
concealed as long as possible, to afford time for Tipu, who was then upon the 
coast of Malabar, to return and claim in person the allegiance of the people 
and the troops. But when the intelligence did at last reach Calcutta, it fired 
anew the energies of Sir Eyre Coote. Weak health had compelled the failing 
veteran, after one more battle with Hyder at Arnee, to withdraw^from the 
field in the Carnatic, and sail back to his council-chambers of Bengal. Now, 
however, he felt, or he fancied, hLs strength in some degree restored; and he 
was eager to measure swords against the new sultan. For this purpose he 
embarked in an armed vessel which carried out supplies of money to Madras. 
This, towards the close of its voyage, was chased for two days and two nights 
by some French ships of the line. During all this time the general’s anxiety 
kqpt him constantly on deck. The excessive heat l)y day, the unwholesome 
dews at night, wrought sad havoc on his already wasted frame; and thus, 
although the ship escaped from its pursuers, Sir Eyre Coote expired in April, 
1783, only two days after he had landed at Madras. 

Tipu during this time had returned to the coast of Malabar. There he 
Imd to wage war against General Mathews and a body of troops from Bombay 
set free by the peace with the Mahrattas. The English general at first had 
great successes, reducing both Bednur and Mangalore. But the appearance 
of the sultan at the head of fifty thousand men changed the scene. Mathews 
was besieged in Bednur and taken prisoner with all his Europeans. Being 
accused, though unjustly, of a breach of faith, he was put in irons, and sent 
in the strictest duresse with many of his comrades to Seringapatam, there 
to perish in the dungeons of the tyrant. 

At Madras the command of the forces, in the absence of Sir Eyre, had 
devolved, though far less adecjuately, on General Stuart. That officer, in 
the spring of 1783, commenced operations against the French in Cuddalore, 
who had lately received from Europe some considerable reinforcements under 
De Bussy. The lines m front of the town, which Bussy had well fortified, 
were assailed by Stuart with more of intrepidity than skill. The fleets on 
both sides hastened to the scene of action; but suddenly at the close of June 
the tidings came that the preliminaries of peace between France and England 
had been signed at Versailles. By that compact, Pondicherry and the other 
settlements of France in India, as they stood, before the war, were to be 
restored. The French took possession accordingly, but, on the other hand, 
they recalled their detachment serving under Tipu in Malabar, and prepared 
to sail back with their armament to France. 

Tipu then remained alone. He had set his heart on adding lustre to his 
arms by reducing in person the stronghold of Mangalore, but, having achieved 
that object in the autumn of 1783, he was no longer disinclined to treat 
with the English upon the footing of a mutual restitution of all conquests made 
since the commencement of the war. Thus was peace restored through all 
the wide extent of India, and thus did the administration of Hastings, which 
endured untS the spring of‘1785, close, after all its storms, with scarce a cloud 
upon its skyi" 


THE IMPEACHMENT OF WARREN HASTINGS 

Francis had returned to Europe, with the wound inflicted by Hastings’ 
pistol fresh on his body, und with the bitterest feelings of animosity^ rankling 
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in his heart. He had made the acquaintance of Burke before he went to the 
east; ^ corresponded with him during his residence at Calcutta; and on 
his return he had full possession of his ear, and filled Burke’s generous and 
excitable mind with false and horrible tales a^inst Hasting, and against all 
who had supported that governor-general in his stru^le with Francis, Claver- 
ing, and Mondon. From the moment of Francis' arrival in England, by means 
of pamphlets, books of travels, harangues at public meetings, private dis- 
cussions, and parliamentary orations, a merciless war was commenced against 
the greaf man who was saving, and who in the end did both save and enlarge 
tiie Indian Empire of Great Britain. It was soon resolved to impeach Hastings 
for the means he had employed to effect the great object. 

Hastings, however, was not recalled; he resigned. The last two years of 
his administration in India formed by far the happiest perioil of his public 
life. The peace with France, which paralyzed the most powerful of the native 
princes, enabled him to get the whole country into a state of tranquillity 
ami prosperity which had not been known for many ages. It also enabled 
him to f'xtend the British influence in several new directions, and to confirm 
it in others. Having completed liis preparations, he embarked on the 81 h 
of February, 1785, attended by demonstrations that certainly did not mark 
liim out as a tyrant and a monster. As soon as it was public^r known that 
lie was really about to quit the government, which he had held for thirteen 
year«, numerous addresses were got up and presented by all classes; by 
military officers, by the civil servants of the company, by factors and traders, 
by natives as well as Europeans. 

He was most favourably received at court; but his enemies did not leave 
him long tranquil. Francis had obtained a seat in parliament, ranging him- 
S{‘lf on the side of the most active and the most eloquent opposition party 
that the country had yet seen, and through Francis and his too credulous 
ally, Burke, the prosecution of Hastings was made a party question. It took 
some tiine and troulile to convert Charles Fox, but at last that statesman 
entered into the crusade against the governor-general with his constitutional 
heat and impetuosity, Sheridan, Sir Gilliert Elliot, Sir John Anstruther, 
Mr. Windham, Mr,, afterwards Earl Grey, and all the great whig oraj^prs either 
preceded or followed Fox; and for many years their efforts were united to 
effect the ruin and disgrace of Warren Hastings, who was ifo orator, who had 
no seat in parliament, and who had to contend with nearly every possible 
disadvantage. The mere outlines of the proceedings would fill a volume — 
they lasted altogether more than ten years; and without details still more 
voluminous, an adequate notion could not be conveyed of this unprecedented 
persecution. We can here do no more than describe the scene and give the 
results. 

On the 4th of April, Burke charged Warren Hastings, Esquire, late gov- 
ernor-general of Bengal, etc., with sundry high crimes and misdemeanours, 
and delivered at the table nine of his articles of charge. In the course of 
the following week he presented twelve more articles; and on the 6th of 
May another charge, being the twenty-second, was added to the long and 
bewildering list. But the several accusations w«re finally confined to four 
heads: The oppression and final expulsion of the rajah of Benares; the mal- 
treatment and robbery of the begums of the house of Oudh; and the charges 
of receiving presents and conniving at unfair contracts and extravagant 
expenditure. The sessions of 1786-1787 having been consumed in preliminary 
proceedings, the house of lords assembled! in Westminster Hall, February 
13th, 1788, to try the impeachment, 
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MACAULAT*S PICTURE OP THE TRIAL 

There have been spectacles more dazzling to the eye, more goigeous with 
jewellery and cloth of gold, more attractive to grown-up children, than that 
which was then exhibited at Westminster; but, perhaps, there never was a 
spectacle so well calculated to strike a highly cultivated, a reflecting, an 
imaginative mind. All the various kinds of interest which belong to the 
near and to the distant, to the present and to the4)ast, were collected on one 
spot and in one hour. All the talents and all the accomplishments ^hich are 
developed by liberty and civilisation were now displayed, with every advan- 
tage that could be derived both from co-operation and from contrast. Every 
step in the proceedings carried the mind either backward, through many 
troubled centuries, to the days when the foundations of the British constitu- 
tion were laid; or far away, over boundless seas and deserts, to dusky nations 
li\jng under strange stars, worshipping strange gods, and writing strange 
characters from right to left. The high court of parliament was to sit, accord- 
ing to forms handed down from the days of the Plantagenets, on an English- 
man accused of exercising tyranny over the lord of the holy city of Benares, 
and over the ladies of the princely house of Oudh. 

The place ‘was worthy of such a trial. It was the great hall of William 
Rufus, the hall which had resounded with acclamations at the inauguration 
of thirty kings, the hall which had witnessed the just sentence of Bacon and 
the just absolution of Somers, the hall where the eloquence of Strafford had 
for a moment awed and melted a victorious party inflamed with just resent- 
ment, the hall where Charles had confronted the high court of justice with the 
placid courage which has half redeemed his fame. Neither military nor civil 
pomp was wanting. The avenues were lined with grenadieif . The streets 
were kept clear by cavalry. The peers, robed in gold and ermine, were 
marshalled by the heralds under garter king-at-arms. The judges in their 
vestments of state attended to give advice on points of law. Near a hundred 
and seventy lords, three-fourths of the upper house as the upper house then 
w^, walked in solemn order from their usual place of assembling to the 
tribunal. » The junior baron present led the way, George Eliott, Lord Heath- 
field, recently ennobled for his memorable defence of Gibraltar against the 
fleets and armies bf France and Spain. The long procession was closed by 
the duke of Norfolk, earl marshal of the realm, by the great dignitaries, and 
by the brothers and sons of the king. Last of all came the prince of Wales, 
conspicuous by his fine person and noble bearing. 

The grey old walls were hung with scarlet. The long galleries were 
crowded by an audience such as has rarely excited the fears or the emulation 
of an orator. There were gathered together, from all parts of a great, free, 
enlightened, and prosperous empire, grace and female loveliness, wit and 
learning, the representatives of every science and of every art. There were 
seated round the queen the fair-haired young daughters of the house of Bruns- 
wick. There the ambassadors of great kings and commonwealths gazed vith 
admiration on a spectacle which no other country in the world coiSd present. 
There SiddoiA, in the primd of her majestic beauty, looked with emotion on a 
scene surpassifig all the imitations of the stage. There the historian of the 
Roman empire thought of the days when Cicero pleaded the cause of Sicily 
against Verres, and when, before a senate which still retained some show of free- 
dom, Tacitus thundered against the oppressor of Africa, lliere were seen, side 
by side, the latest painter and tile latest scholar of the age. The spectacle 
had allured Iwynolds from that easel which taa preserved to us the thoughtful 
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forehead of so many writers and statesmen, and the sweet smUes of so many 
noble matrons. It had induced Farr to suspend his labours in that dark and 
profound mine from which he had extracted a vast treasure of erudition, a 
treasure too often buried in the earth, too often paraded with injudicious and 
inelegant ostentation, but still precious, massive, and splendid. There 
appeared the Voluptuous charms of her to whom the heir of the throne had in 
secret plighted his faith. There too was she, the beautiful mother of a beau- 
tiful race, the Saint Cecilia, whose delicate features, lighted up by love and 
music, 8rt has rescued from the common decay. There were the members 
of that brilliant society which quoted, criticised, and exchanged repartees, 
under the rich peacock hangings of Mrs. Montague. And there the ladies 
whose lips, more persuasive than those of Fox himself, had carried the West- 
minster election against palace and treasury, shone round Georgiana, Duchess 
of Devonshire. 

The sergeants made proclamation. Hastings advanced to the bar, ^nd 
bent his knee. The culprit was indeed not unworthy of that great presence. 
He had ruled an extensive and populous country; had made laws and treat- 
ies, had sent forth armies, had set up and pulled down princes. And in his 
high place he had so borne himself, that all had feared him, that most had 
loved him, and that hatred itself could deny him no title t5 glory, except 
virtue. He looked like a great man, and not like a bad man. A person small 
and emaciated, yet d(*riving dignity from a carriage which, while it indicated 
deference to the court, indicated also habitual self-possession and self-respect; 
a high and inte^llectuaJ forehead; a brow fXinsive, but not gloomy; a mouth 
of inflexible decision ; a face pale and worn, but serene, on which was written, 
as legibly as under the picture in the council-chamber at Calcutta, Mens (B(jua 
in arduis; such was the aspect with which the great proconsul presented him- 
self to his judges. 

But neithcT the culprit nor his advocates attracted so much notice as the 
accusers. In the midst of the blaze of red drapery, a space had been fitted up 
with green benches and tables for the commons. The managers, with Buike 
at their head, appeared in fuU dress. The collectors of gossip did not fail to 
nmark that even Fox, generally so regardl(‘ss of his apfxjarance, hgd paid to 
the illustrious tribunal the compliment of wearing a bag and sword. Pitt had 
refused to be* one of the conductors of the impc'achment; an^ his commanding, 
copious, and sonorous eloquence was wanting to that great muster of various 
talents. Age and blindness had unfitted Lord North for the duties of a public 
prosecutor; and his friends were left without the help of his excellent sense, 
his tact, and his urbanity. But, in spite of the absence of these two distin- 
guished members of the lower house, the box in which the managers stood 
contained an array of speakers such as perhaps had not appeared together 
since the great age of Athenian eloquence. There were Fox and Sheridii, 
the English Demosthenes and the English Hyperides. There was Burke, 
ignorant, indeed, or negligent of the art of adapting his reasonings and his 
style to the capacity and taste of his hearers, but in amplitude of compre- 
hension and richness of imagination superior to every orator, ancient or 
modem. There, with eyes reverentially fixed oif Burke, appeared the finest 
gentleman of the age, his form developed by every manly exftreise, his face 
beaming with intelligence and spirit, the ingenious, the chivalrous, the high- 
souled Windham. 

On the third day Burke rose ; four sittings were occupied by his opening 
sjpeech, which was intended to be a general introduction to all the chai^ra. 
With an exuberance of thought ^d a splendour o# diction which more than 
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satisfied the highly raised expectation of the audience, he described the char- 
acter and institutions of the natives of India, recounted the circumstances in 
which the Asiatic empire of Britain had origmated, and set forth the constitu- 
tion of the company and of the English presidencies. Having thus attempted 
to communicate to his hearers an idea of eastern society, as vivid as that 
which existed in his own mind, he proceeded to arraign the administration of 
Hastings as systematically conducted in defiance of morality and public law. 
The energy and pathos of the great orator extortgi expressions of unwonted 
admiration from the stern and hostile chancellor, and, for a moment** seemed 
to pierce even the resolute heart of the defendant. The ladies in the galleries, 
unaccustomed to such displays of eloquence, excited by the solemnity of the 
occasion, and perhaps not unwilling to display their taste and sensibility, 
were in a state of uncontrollable emotion. Handkerchiefs were pulled out; 
smelling bottles were handed round; hysterical sobs and screams were heard: 
an^ Mrs. Sheridan was carried out in a fit. At length the orator concluded. 
Raising his voice till the old arches of Irish oak resounded: 

“Therefore,” said he, “hath it with all confidence been ordered, by the 
commons of Great Britain, that I impeach Warren Hastings of high crimes and 
misdemeanours. I impeach him in the name of the commons’ house of parlia- 
ment, whose thist he has betrayed. I impeach him in the name of the Eng- 
lish nation, whose ancient honour he has sullied. I impeach him in the name 
of the people of India, whose rights he has trodden under foot, and whose 
country he has turned into a desert. Lastly, in the name of human nature 
itself, in the name of both sexes, in the name of every age, in the name of every 
rank, I impeach the common enemy and oppressor of all!” 

When the deep murmur of various emotions had subsided, Mr. Fox rose to 
address the lords resjjecting the course of proceeding to be ^'‘llowed. The 
wish of the accusers was that the court would bring to a close the investigation 
of the first charge before the second was opened. The wish of Hastings and 
of his counsel was that the managers should opi*n all the charges, and produce 
all the evidence for the prosecution, before the defence began. The lords 
retired to their own house to consider the question. The chancellor took 
the side qf Hastings. Lord Loughborough, who was now in opposition, sup- 
ported the demand of the managers. The division showed which way the 
inclination of the tribunal leaned. A majority of near three to one decided in 
favour of the course for which Hastings contended. 

When the court sat again, Mr. Fox, assisted by Mr. Grey, opened the charge 
respecting Cheyte Sing, and several days were spent in reading papers and 
hearing witnesses. The next article was that relating to the princesses of 
Oudh. The conduct of this part of the case was entrusted to Sheridan. The 
curiosity of the public to hear him was unbounded. His sparkling and highly 
finished declamation lasted two days; but the hall was crowded to suffocation 
during the whole time. It was said that fifty guineas had been paid for a 
single ticket. Sheridan when he concluded contrived, with a knowledge of 
stage effect which his father might have envied, to sink back, as if exhausted, 
into the arms of Burke, who hugged him with the energy of generous admira- 
tion. 

June was wow far advanced. The session could not last much longer; 
and the progress which had been made in the impeachment was not very 
satisfactory. There were twenty charges. On two only of these had even 
the case for the prosecution been jjieard; and it was now a year since Hastings 
had been admitted to bail. 

The interest taken b^i the public in the trial was great when the court 
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began to sit, and rose to the height when Sheridan spoke on the char^ relating 
to the begums: From that time the excitement went down fast. The 
spectacle had lost the attraction of novelty. The great displays of rhetoric 
were over. What was beliind was not of a nature to entice men of letters from 
their boo^ in the morning, or to tempt ladies who had left the masquerade 
at two to lie out of bed before eight. There remained examinations and 
cross-examinations. There remained statements of accounts. There re- 
mained the reading of papers, filled with words imintelligible to English ears, 
with lafs and crores, zemindars and aundls, sunnnds and penoannahs, jaghires 
and nnzzurs. There remained bickerings, not always carried on with the 
best taste or with the Viest temper, between the managers of the impeach- 
ment and the counsel for the defence, particularly between Mr. Burke and 
Mr Law. There remained the endless marches and countermarches of the 
peers between their house and the hall; for as often as a point of law was to 
be discussed, their lordships retired to discuss it apart; and the consequence 
was, as a peer wittily said, that the judges walked and the trial stood still.’’ 


THE FIN\L ACQUITTAL OF HASTINGS (1795 A.D.^ 

The sessions of 1788, 1789, and 1790 were consumed in going through the 
case for the prosecution. In 1791 the commons expressed their willingness 
to abandon some part of the charges, with the view of bringing this extra- 
ordinary trial sooner to an end; and on the 2nd of June, the seventy- third 
day, Mr. Hastings began his defence. This was protracted until April 17th, 
1795, on which (the one hundred and forty-eighth) day he was acquitted by a 
large majority on every separate article charged against him. 

Tlie opposition party, who at that time almost monopolised the public 
press, had de(‘ply blackimed the character of the benefactor of his country 
and the people of India; yet public opinion changed greatly during the long 
trial, and Hastings came to be regarded as an oppressed, instead of an 
offending man. The malice of Francis was so far defeated; but the law 
charges of the defence had exhausted the fortune of the lategovempr-general; 
and but for an annuity of £4,000, and a loan of ready money granted to him by 
the East India Company, in 1796, the illustrious and (in pH-ivate life) amiable 
Hastings might have lK»en left to end his days in a prison or a poorhouse. 

Strenuous efforts had also been made by the parliamentary opposition to 
couple Sir Elijah Impey, the first chief-justice of Bengal, with the first gov- 
ernor-general. Prompted by Francis, and acting in concert with Burke, Fox, 
and the rest of the opposition leaders. Sir Gilbert Elliot, on the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 1787, denounced Sir Elijah, in the house of commons, as the single sole 
murderer of Nandkumar, and moved his impeachment upon that and upon 
five other charges. But on the 9th of May, Sir Elijah was acquitted of the 
Nandkumar charge by a parliament majority, and this put an end to all 
proceedings against him.^ 

Macaulay^s Estimate of Hastings 

As Hastings himself said, the arraignment had taken place before one 
generation, and the judgment was pronounced by another. Of about one 
hundred and sixty nobles who walkea in tl^ procession on the first day, sixty 
had ^en laid in their family vaults. Stil more affecting must have been 
the sight of the managers’ box.* It had been scattered by calamities more 
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bitter than the bitterness of death. The great chiefs were still living. But 
their friendship was at an end. 

Hastings was a ruined man. The legal expenses of his defence had been 
enormous. The expenses which did not appear in his attorney’s bill were 
perhaps larger still. Great sums had been paid to Major Scott. Great sums 
had been laid out in bribing newspapers, rewarding pamphleteers, and circu- 
lating tracts. Burke, so early as 1790, declared in the house of commons that 
twenty thousand pounds had been employed in corrupting the press. It is 
certain that no controversial weapon, from the gravest reasoning to the coarsest 
ribaldry, was left unemployed. Logan defended the accused governor with 
great ability in prose. For the lovers of verse the speeches of the managers 
were burlesqued in Simpkin’s letters. It is, we are afraid, indisputable that 
Hastings stooped so low as to court the aid of that malignant and filthy baboon 
John Williams, who called himself Anthony Pasquin. It was necessary to 
subsidise such allies largely. The private hoards of Mrs. Hastings had dis- 
appeared. It is said that the banker to whom they had been entrusted had 
failed. Still if Hastings had practised strict economy, he would after all his 
losses have had a moderate competence; but in the management of his private 
affairs he was impnidcnt. The dearest wish of his heart had always been to 
regain Daylesford. At length, in the very year in which his trial commenced, 
the wish was accomplished; and the domain, alienated more than seventy 
years before, returned to the descendants of its old lords. But the manor 
house w^as a ruin ; and the grounds round it had during many years been utterly 
neglected. Hastings proceeded to build, to plant, to form a sheet of water, 
to excavate a grotto; and, before he w^jis dismissed from the bar of the house 
of lords, he had expended more than forty thousand pounds in adorning his seat. 

On a general review of the long administration of Hasting?^ it is impossible 
to deny that, against the great crimes by which it is blemished, we have to set 
off great public services. England had passed through a perilous crisis. 
Nevertheless, in every part of the world, except one, she had been a loser. 
Not only had she been compelled to acknowledge the independence of thirteen 
colonies peopled by her children, and to conciliate the Irish by giving up the 
right of legislating for them; but, in the Mediterranean, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
on the coast of Africa, on the continent of America, she had been compelled to 
cede the fruits of her victories in former wars. Spain regained Minorca and 
Florida; France regained Senegal, Goree, and several West Indian islands. 
The only quarter of the world in which Britain had lost nothing was the 
quarter in which her interests had l)Ocn committed to the care of Hastings. 
In spite of the utmost exertions both of European and Asiatic enemies, the 
power of our country in the East had been greatly augmented. Benares was 
subjected; the nawab vizir reduced to vassalage. That our influence had 
been thus extended, nay, that Fort William and Fort St. George had not been 
occupied by hostile armies, was owing, if we may trust the general voice of the 
English in India, to the skill and resolution of Hastings. 

His internal administration, with all its blemishes, gives him a title to be 
considered as one of the most remarkable men in our history. He dissolved 
the double gCcemment. He transferred the direction of affairs to English 
hands. Out of a frightful anarchy, he educed at least a rude and imperfect 
order. The whole organisation by which justice was dispensed, revenue col- 
lected, pe^ maintained throughout a territory not inferior in population to 
the dominions of Louis XVI or of the emperor Joseph, was formed and super- 
intended by him. He boasted thalv every public office, which existed when he 
left B^igaf, without exception, was his creavion.r 
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Hasting carried the eovemment of India safely through one of the sharp- 
est crises in our national history, when our transmarine possessions were m 
great peril all over the world, because all the naval powers of Europe were 
banded against us. In America, the insurgents after an arduous struggle 
tore down the British flag; in India the end of a long and exhausting contest 
found our flag not only fl^ng but still more firmly planted than ever; nor 
had either the vindictive hostility of Mysore, or the indefatigable activity 
of the Mahrattas, succeeded in wresting an acre of British territory from the 
grasp of Warren Hastings.* 


PITT REFORMS THE ADMINISTRATION (1784 A.D.) 

When Mr. Fox succeeded to the head of affairs iri 1783, ’all parties wre 
already prepared for a great and important change in the government of 
Great Britain’s eastern empire. But the scheme of that able and ambitious 
statesman far outstripped either the reason or necessity of the case. He 
proposed — in his famous India Bill, which convulsed the natipn from end to 
end, and in its ultimate results occasioned the downfall of his administration 
— to vest the exclusive right of governing India in seven directors, “ to be 
named in the act,” that is, appointed by the legislature under the direction 
of the ministry for the time. The vacancies in these commissioners were to 
be ^led up by the house of commons under the same direction. But this 
important innovation was defeated, after it had passed the lower house, by a 
small majority of nineteen in the house of peers, and this defeat was immedi- 
ately followed by the dismissal of Mr. Fox and his whole administration. 

Although, however, Mr. Fox’s India Bill was rejected, yet the numerous 
abuses of Great Britain’s Indian dominions, as well as the imminent hazard 
which they had run during the war with Hyder Ali, from the want of a firmly 
constituted central government, were too fresh in the public recollection to 
permit the existing state of matters to continue. Mr. Pitt, accordingly, was 
no sooner installed in power, than be brought forward an India BiB of his 
own, which, it was hoped, would prove exempt from the (jbjections to which 
its predecessor had been liable, and, at the same time, remedy the serious evils 
to which the administration of affairs in India had hitherto been exposed. 
This bill passed both houses (1784) and formed the basis of the system under 
which, with some subsequent but inconsiderable amendments, the affairs of 
India were for many years administered. By it the court of directors ap- 
pointed by the East India Company remained as before, and to them the 
general administration of Indian affairs was still entrusted. 

The great change introduced was the institution of the Board of Control, 
a body composed of six members of the privy council, chosen by the king — 
the chancellor of the exchequer and one of the secretaries of state being two — 
in whom the power of directing and controlling the proceedings of the Indian 
Empire was vested. The duties of this board were very loosely defined, and 
were all ultimately centred in the president, an officer who became a fourth 
^cretary of state for the Indian Empire. They were desA-ibed as being 
‘ from time to time to check, superintend, and control all acts, operations, 
and concerns which in an3rwise relate to the civil or militaiy^ government or 
r^enues of the territories and possessioi^ of the East India Company.” 
These powers were ample enougl^* but in practice they led to little more than 
a contrgl of the company in the more important pdlitical or military Micenur 
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of the East, leaving the directors in possession of the practical direction of 
affairs in ordinary cases. All vacancies in official situations, with the excep- 
tion of the offices of governor-general of India, governors of Madras and Bom- 
bay, and oommanders-in-chief, which were to be filled up by the British gov- 
ernment, were left at the disposal of the East India directors. A most import- 
ant provision was made in the institution of a secret committee, who were to 
send to India in duplicate such despatches as they might receive from the board 
of control, and in the establishment of the supreme government of Qalcutta, 
with a controlling power over the other presidencies — a change which at 
once introduced unity of action into all parts of the peninsula. 

It cannot be affirmed that this anomalous constitution will stand the test 
of theoretical examination, or is confirmed by history as regards other states. 
Still less could it be presumed that a distribution of supreme power between 
a governor-general and two subordinate governors in the East, and a board of 
control and body of directors in the British Islands, gave any fair prospect 
either of unity of purpose or efficiency of action. Nevertheless, if experience, 
the ^eat test of truth, be consulted, and the splendid progress of the Indian 
Empire of Great Britain since it was directed in this manner be alone consid- 
ered, there is reason to hold this system of government one of the most perfect 
that ever was devised by human wisdom for the advancement and confirma- 
tion of political greatness. The secret of this apparent anomaly is to be found 
in the fact, that this division of power existed in theory only; that from the 
great distance of India from the home government, and the pressing interests 
which so frequently called for immediate decision, the supreme direction of 
affairs practically came to be vested in the governors-general; and that in 
them were found a succession of great men, second to none who ever appeared 
in the world for vigour and capacity, and who vindicated the "truth of the say- 
ing of Sallust, that it is in the strenuous virtue of a few that the real cause of 
national greatness is in general to be found. 

It soon appeared how much the vigour and efficiency of the Indian admin- 
istration had been increased by the important changes made in its central 

f ovemment. By Mr, Pitt’s India Bill, all ideas of foreign conquest in the 
]ast had been studiously repressed — it having been declared, that “ to pursue 
schemes of conquest or extension of dominion in India are measures repug- 
nant to the wish, Ihe honour, and the policy of the nation.” But this decla- 
ration, in appearance so just and practicable, was widely at variance with the 
conduct which extraneous events shortly after forced upon the British gov- 
ernment. 

LORD CORNWALLIS AS GOVERNOR-GENERAL; THE WAR WITH TIPU 
(1786-1792 A.D.) 

In order, however, to carry into execution the pacific views of ministers at 
home, a nobleman of high rank and character. Lord Cornwallis, was sent out 
by Mr. Pitt, who united in his person the two offices of governor-general and 
commander-m-chief, so as to give the greatest possible unity to the action of 
government [i786]. No sooner, however, had he arrived there, than he dis- 
covered that Vipu was intriguing with the other native powers for the sub- 
version of Great Britain’s Indian dominion; and, as a rupture with France 
was apprehended at that juncture, four strong regiments were despatched to 
India. As the company complairied of the expense which this additional force 
entailed upon their finances, a bill was brought into parliament by Mr. Pitt, 
which fiiCed the number 6f king’s troops who might be ordered to (ndia by 
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the board of control, at the expense of the company, at eight thousand, 
besides twelve thousand European forces in the company’s service. 

The wisdom of this great addition to the native European force in India, 
as well as the increased vigour and eflSciency of the supreme government, 
speedily appeared in the next war that broke out. Tipu, whose hostility to 
the Ei^glisn was well known to be inveterate, and who had long been watched 
with jealous eyes by the Madras presidency, at length [1789] commenced an 
attack i*pon the rajah of Travancore — a prince in alliance with the British, 
and actually supported by a subsidiary force of their troops. At first, from 
the total want of preparation which had arisen from the pacific policy so 
strongly inculcated upon the Indian authorities by the government at home, 
he obtained very great success, and totally subdued the chief against whom 
he had commenced hostilities. 

P< rcciving that the British character was now at stake in the peninsida, 
and being well aware that a power founded on opinion must instantly sink 
into insignificance, if the idea gels abroad that its allies may be insulted with 
impunity, Lord Cornwallis immediately took the most energetic measures to 
re-assert the honour of the British name. Fifteen thousand men were col- 
lected in the Carnatic under Genenil Meadows, while eight thousand more 
were to ascend the Ghats from the side of Bombay, imder General Aber- 
croniby. Treaties of alliance were at the same time entered into with the 
peshwa and the nizain, and hostilities commenced, which were at first attended 
with checkered succ(*ss — General Meadows having taken Karur and other 
towns, and Tipu having surpirised Colonel Floyd, and burst into the Carnatic, 
where he committed the most dreadful ravages. 

THE CAMPAIGN OF SERINGAPAT.A.M (1791-1792 A.D.) 

The energies of government, however, were now thoroughly aroused. In 
December, 1791, Lord Cornwallis embarked in person for Madras: the Bengal 
sepoys were with extreme difficulty reconciled to a sea voyage; and great 
reinforcements, with the commander-in-chief, were safely landed in the 
southern presidency It was resolved to commence operations witl! the siege 
of Bangalore, one of the strongest fortresses in Mysore, and commanding the 
most eligible pass from the coast to the centre of Tipu’s oominions. In the 
end of Jfinuary the grand army ‘ moved forward, the important pass of Coorg 
leading up the Ghats, was occupied within a month aftcT; Bangalore was 
invested in the beginning of March and carried by assault on the 21st of that 
mofith. 

Encouraged by this great success. Lord Cornwallis pushed on direct to 
Seringapatam, although the advanced pieriod of the season, and scanty sup- 
plies of the army, rendered it a service of considerable peril, which was in- 
creased rather than diminished by the junction, shortly after, of ten thousand 
of the nizam’s horae, who, without rendering any service to the army, con- 
sumed every particle of grass and forage within its reach. 

general continued to press foijvard, and at length reached 
the fortified position of the enemy, on strong ground, about six miles in front 
Oi ^ringapatam. An attack was immediately resolved on; out Tipu, who 
conducted his defence with great skill, did not await the formidable onset of 
the assaulting columns, ^d after inflicting a severe loss on the assailants by 
the fire of his artillery, withdrew all his forc|s within the works of the fortress. 

[* Cornwallifl led the British afmy in person with a Bomp and laviahnealof sappliea 

that recalliBd the campaigns of Aurangzeb.—Hui7TEB.*] * 
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The English were now within sight of the capital of Mysore, and decisive suc- 
cess seemed almost within their reach. They were in no condition, however, 
to undertake the siege. Orders were therefore given to retreat, and the army 
retired wiAh heavy hearts and considerable loss of stores and men. But the 
opportune arrival of the advanced guard of the Mahratta contingent, on the 
second day of the march, which at first caused great alarm, suspended the 
retrograde movement, and the army encamped for the rainy season in the 
neigl^urhood of Seringapatam.^ 

The next move to Seringapatam was effectual. Reinforcements had been 
sent out from England; and during the autunm all the lines of communication 
for another march upon the capital of Tipu had been opened. Some of the 
strong hill forts had been stormed and taken by the troops imder General 
Meadows. On the 25th of January, 1792, Cornwallis, with twenty-two thou- 
sand men, had united his force to the troops of the nizam and the Mahrattas, 
and commenced his march. On the 5th of February he encamped about six 
miles northward of Seringapatam. The Mysorean army was encamped under 
its w'alls. It amounted to five thousand horse and forty thousand foot. The 
city was defended by three strong lines of works and redoubts, in which three 
hundred pieces, of artillery were planted. Cornwallis reconnoitred these lines 
on the morning of the 6th, and determined to storm them that night, with his 
own army, without communicating his plan to his allies. 

At eight o'clock the British moved in three columns to the attack, one 
column feing led by Cornwallis himself. The moon was shining brilliantly; 
but the sun of the next day was declining before the firing ceased, and the 
whole line of forts to the north of the Kaveri were in possession of the British 
forces. Tipu retired within the walls of his capital. Preparations for the 
siege went vi^rously on ; but negotiations for p<pace were a Ahe same time 
proceeding. The British commander, assured of his triumph, demanded that 
Tipu should cede the half of his dominions; should pay a sum amounting to 
£3,000,000; should release all his prisoners; and should deliver his two sons 
as hostages. The sultan assembled his officers in the great mosque, and 
adjured them, by the sacred contents of the Koran, to tell him whether he 
should accept these hard terms. They all held that no reliance could be 
placed up>on the troops, and that submission was inevitable. 

On the 23rd of February the preliminaries of peace were signed; and on 
the 25th the two sons of Tipu were surrendered to Lord Cornwallis. The 
definitive treaty of peace was signed on the 19tb of March. The ceded terri- 
tories were divided in equal portions between the company, the nizam, and 
the Mahrattas. On the 4th of May Cornwallis wrote to his brother, “ Our 
peace will no doubt be very popular in England. No termination of the war 
could have been attended with more solid advantages to our interest; and 
the deference which was paid to us on the occasion, both by friends and 
enemies, has placed the British name and consequence in a light never before 
known in India.” 

The subjection of Tipu was most opportune. In all probability Corn- 
wallis, who vfBs blamed by, some for not insisting upon harder terms, antici- 
4 >ated the projiability that the French Revolution would involve England in 
war, and therefore he made peace whilst it was in his power. When the war 
broke out; he hiuried to Madras. But his presence was unnecessary. Pondi- 
cherry had already been taken by Sir John Braithwaite ; and the French had 
no longer a footing in India. T^e agents of the republic were nevertheless 
active; they were unable, for several ^ears, to move “Citizen Tipu*^ 
into a course of open hostility.* 
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THE PERMANENT SETTLEMEI^T (1793 A.D.) 

If the foundations of the system of civil administration were laid by 
Hastings, the superstructure was erected by Cornwallis. It was heVho first 
entrusted criminal jurisdiction to Europeans, and established the Nizamat 
Sadr Adalat, or supreme court of criminal judicature, at Calcutta, and it was 
he who separated the functions of collector and judge. The system thus 
organised ill Bengal was afterwards transferred to Madras and Bombay, when 
those presidencies also acquired territorial sovereignty. 

But the achievement most familiarly associated with the name of Corn- 
wallis is the permanent settlement of the 
land revenue of Bengal. Up to his time 
the revenue had been collected pretty 
much according to the old Mughal sys- 
tem. Zamindars, or government farm- 
ers, whose office always tended to become 
hereditary, were recognised as having a 
right of some sort to collect the revenue 
from the actual cultivators. But no prin- 
ciple of assessment existed, and the 
amount actually realised varied greatly 
from year to year. Hastings had the 
reputation of bearing hard upon the 
zamindars, and was absorbed in other 
critical affairs of state or of war. On the 
whole he seems to have looked to ex- 
perience, as acquired from a succession 
of quinquennial settlements, to furnish 
the standard rate to the future. 

Francis, on the other hand, Hast- 
ings’ great rival, deserves the credit of 
being among the first to advocate a 
limitation of the state demand in |x*r- 
petuity. The same view recuimnended 
itself to the authorities at home, partly 
because it would place their finances 
on a more stable basis, partly because 
it seemed to identify the zamindar with 
the I. lore familiar landlord. Accord- 
ingly, Cornwallis took out with him in 1787 instructions to introduce a per- 
manent settlement. The process of assessment began in 1789 and termi- 
nated in 1791. No attempt was made to measure the fields or calculate the 
out-turn as had been done by Akbar, and is now done when occasion requires 
in the British provinces; but the amount payable was fixed by reference to 
what has been paid in the past. At first the settlement was called decennial, 
but in 1793 it was declared permanent fore vert The total •assessment 
siMa Rs. 2,68,00,989, or about 2} millions sterling. Though 
Lord Cornwallis carried the scheme into execution, all praise or l^me, so far 
M details are concerned, must belong to Sir John Sho<p, afterward# Lord 
Teignmouth, whose knowledge of the county was unsurpassed by that of 
any civilian of his time. ^ Shore would have proceeded more cautiously than 
Cornwallis’ preconceived idea of a paoprietary body and the court oF dhoctoia’ 
haste af tea fixity pennitted.9 

B. W.— TOL. xxn. I 
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Sir John Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, succeeded Earl Cornwallis 
in the government of India. During his administration, 1793-1796, the two 
sons of Tipu, who had been taken as hostages for the due performance of their 
father’s engagements, were given up, however doubtful might have been the 
continued amity of the sultan. In 1798 Lord Teignmouth was succeeded by 
Lord Moniington, afterwards created Marquis Wellesley. At the he^ of 
the Indian government was now a man of splendid abilities, and of vigour 
of character well fitted for action in any great crisis. He had a sourad adviser, 
not only in military affairs, but in political, in his younger brother, Arthur 
Wellesley, then in his thirtieth year, who held the rank of colonel. From 
his arrival in India as the colonel of an infantry regiment in 1797, to his 
acceptance of a responsible command in 1799, we may trace the same qualities 
which, more than any other man, fitted him for an encounter wdth the genius 
of Bonaparte 

* Arthur Wellesley’s regiment, the 33r(l, formed part of an army assembled 
at Vellore, in November, 1798, under the command of General Harris. Lord 
Mornington had endeavoured, without effect, to detach Tipu from the dan- 
gerous influence of the agents of the French government. The language of 
the governcft-general was conciliatory, but it was firm. His proposal to 
negotiate was met by evasions. Tipu continued to rely upon the assistance 
of the French. He rejected every pacific overture. General Harris accord- 
ingly entered the Mysore territory on the 5th of March, 1799. The ally of 
the English, the nizam of the Deccan, sent a large contingent to join the 
army; and this force, to which the 33rd regiment was attached, was placed 
under the command of Colonel Wellesley. 

The novelty, no less than the iiiagmtude, of these operations, appears to 
have impressed the young commander of the nizam’s army with a ierilng of 
wonder which inexperience is not ashamed to display. The British grand 
army and the nizam’s army marched in two columns parallel to each other. 
^‘Thc march of these two armies,” says Wellesley / in his despatches, '‘was 
almost in the fonn of a square or oblong, of which the front and rear were 
formed of cavalry, and about two or three miles in extent; the right and left 
(owing ‘to the immense space taken up in the colunm by field-pieces, drawn 
by bullocks), about six or seven miles. In this square went everything 
belonging to the army. You will have some idea of what there was in that 
space when I state to you the number of bullocks that I know were in the 
public service.’’ These he computes at sixty thousand. The nizam’s army 
had twenty-five thousand bullocks loaded with gram; besides elephants, 
camels, bullocks, carts, belonging to individuals, beyond all calculation. “You 
may have some idea of the thing when I tell you that, when all were together, 
there was a multitude in motion which covered eighteen square miles.” The 
Bombay army joined these two moving multitudes; and after several en- 
counters with the forces of Tipu, the united armies had taken up a position 
before Seringapatam. 

CA^»TURE OF SErtlNGAPATAM AND DFATH OF TIPU (1799 A.D.) 

r 

A series of successful attacks upon the enemy’s posts enabled the breach- 
ing batteries to be erected at a short distance from the walls; and the breach 
was sufficiently complete for tl^ city to be stormed on the 4th of May.^ Early 
on the morning of the 4th, th^ troops destined for the assault were placed 
in the trenches; and Jhe hour of one (j’clock in the afternoon was chosen 
for the attack, when the sultry heat usually disposed the Asiatics to repose. 
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Two thousand five hundred Europeans and two thousand natives formed 
the storming party under the command of General Bainl. “Either,’' said 
he to Colonel Agnew, ^'we succeed to-morrow, or you never st*e me more." 
The assailants had a fearful prospect before them, for two-an( 1-twenty thou- 
sand veteran troops composed the garrison, and the bastions, of imeoinmon 
strength, were armed with two hundred an^l forty pieces of cannon. 

But before the British inched the breaeh, the enemy were at their post, 
and equally resolute with the assailants. When Tipu Siiw’ the British cross 
the Kaveri, he said, without changing colour, to tliose around him, “ We have 
arrived at the last stage: what is your determination?" “To die along with 
yem," was the unanimous reply. All was ready for tlie defence, every battery 
was manned, and from every bastion and gun which bore on the assailants 
a close and deadly fire was directed, wdiich speedily thinned their ranks. On, 
liowever, the British rushed, followed by their brave allies, ihrougli the deadly 
storm. In five minutes the river was crossed, in five more the breaeh w\as 
mounted; a sally on the flank of the assaulting column by a choscai bcxly of 
Tijni’s guards was repulsed ; and as 13aird was leading his men up the entangled 
steep, a loud shout and the waving of the British colours on its summit 
announced that the fortress was won, and that the ca}>ital of MysdVe h.ad fallen. 

But here an unexpected obstacle intervened — the summit of the breach 
was separat'd from tfie mterior of the works by a wide ditch, filled with water, 
and at first no means of crossing it appeared. At l(‘ngth, however, Bairrl 
discovered some planks which had been used by th(‘ workmen in getting over 
it to repair the rampart, and, hirnsfdf leading the way, this formidable obstacle 
was surmounted. Straightway dividing his men into tw^o columns, undfT 
colonels Sherbrooke and Dunlop, this heroic leadcT soon swei»t the ramparts 
both to the right and left. The brave Asiatics were by (l(‘gre(‘s forced back — 
Ti])u being the last man who qnith'd the lravers(*s, lliougli not without d(‘S- 
]>(‘iate resistance, to the mosciuc, wdiere a dreadful .slaughter took place. 
Til*" remains of the garrison were there crowd(‘d together in a very narrow 
s[)ac(‘, having been (Jriven from the ramparts by Slierbrook(‘’s and Dunlop’s 
columns, and jammed together in the neighbourhood of the mosqu^ w^here 
tiiey long maintained their ground under a dreadful cross-hre of musketiy, 
till almost the whole had fallen. The remnant at length surrendered, with 
two of Tipu’s sons, when the firing had ceased at other points. 

The sultan himself, who had endeavoured to escape at one of the gates 
of the town which was assaulted by the sepoys, was some time afterw^ards 
found dead under a heap of several hundred slain, composed in part of the 
principal officers of his palace, who had been driven into the confined space 
round the mosque. He was shot by a private soldier when stretched on his 
palanquin, after having been wounded and having had his horse killed under 
him; while Baird, who for three years had been detained a captive in chains 
in his dungeons, had the triumph of taking vengeance for his wrongs, by 
generously protecting and soothing the fears of the youthful sons of his 
redoubted antagonist. 

Tipu could never be brought to believe that the English would»venture to 
storm Seringapatam, and he looked forward with confidence to^the setting 
in of the heavy rains, which were soon approaching, to compel them to raise 
the siege. He was brave, liberal, and popular during his father’s life; but 
his reign, after he himself ascended the threme, was felt as tyrannical and 
oppressive by his subjects. This, however, as is often the case in the East, 
they ascribed rather to the cupidity of his ministers thaa to his own disposition. 
The Brahnaans had predicted that the 4th of May would prove an inauspicious 
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day to him; he made them large presents on that veiy morning, and asked 
them for their prayers. 

He was sitting at dinner under a covered shed to avoid the rays of the sun 
when the alarm was given that the British were moving; he instantly washed 
his hands, called for his arms, and mounting his horse rode towards the 
breach, which he reached as they were crossing the Kaveri. On the way he 
received intelligence that Syed Goffer, his best officer, was killed. “Syed 
Goffer was never afraid of death, he exclaimed; “let Muhammed Kasim 
take charge of his division;” while he himself calmly continued to advan^ 
towards the tumult, and was actively engaged sustaining the rearguard, as it 
retired from the breach. 

His corpse was found under a mountain of slain, stripped of all its orna- 
ments and part of its clothing, but with the trusty amulet which he always 
wore still bound round his right arm. He had received three wounds in the 
Body, and one in tlie temple; but the count,enance was not distorted, the 
eyes were open, and the expression was that of stern composure. The body 
was still warm; and for a minute Colonel Wellesley, who was present, thought 
he was still alive: but the pulse which had so long throbbed for the inde- 
pendence of** India had ceased to beat. 

The stonning of Soringapatain was one of the greatest blows ever struck 
by any nation, and dernonstrat-od at once of what vast efforts the British 
Empire was capable, when directed by capacity and led by resolution. The 
immediate fruits of victory were immense. A formidable fortress, the centre 
of Tipu’s power, garrisoned by twenty-two thousand regular troops, with all 
his treasures and military resources, had fallen; the whole arsenal and found- 
eries of the kingdom of Mysore were taken, and the artillery they contained 
amounted to the enormous number of four hundred and fifty-one iC'ass, and 
four hundred and seventy-one iron guns, besides two hundred and eighty- 
seven mounted on the works. Above five hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds of powder, and four hundred and twenty-four thousand round-shot, 
also fell into the hands of the victors. The military resources, on the whole, 
resembled rather those of an old-established European monarchy, than of an 
Indian potentate recently elevated to greatness. But these trophies, great as 
they were, constituted the least considerable fruits of this memorable con- 
quest: its moral consequences were far more lasting and important. 

In one day a race of usurpers had been extinguished, and a powerful 
empire overthrown; a rival to the British power struck down, and a tyrant 
of the native princes slain; a military monarchy subverted, and a stroke 
paralysing all India delivered. The loss in the assault was very trifling, 
amounting only to three hundred and eighty-seven killed and wounded, 
though fourteen hundred had fallen since the commencement of the siege. 
But the portion in which it was divided indicated upon whom the weight of 
the contest had fallen, and how superior in the deadly breach European energy 
was to Asiatic valour; for of that number three hundred and forty were 
British, and only forty-seven native soldiers. Colonel Wellesley was not 
engaged ii>the storm; bvt he commanded the reserve, which did not require 
to be called into action, and merely viewed with impatient regret the heart- 
stirring scene. He was next day, however, named Governor of the town by 
General Harris, which appointment was not disturbed by Lord Wellesley, 
and constitutes one of the few blots on the otherwise unexceptionable 
administration of that eminent man. Lord Wellesley was fully aware of 
the si^al conduct and valour displayed by Baird in the siege and storm 
of Sermgapatam; but he selected his brother in preference to feim for the 
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command of that important fortresB, from his knowledge of the rare eombina- 
tion of civil and military qualities which he possessed. Hail the appointment 
not been made by General Harris, he declared he would have made it 
himself. History, indeed, apart from biographical discussion, has little cause 
to lament an appointment which early called into active service the great 
civil as well as militapr qualities of the duke of Wellington, which were 
immediately exerted with such vigour and effect in arresting the plunder and 
disorders* consequent on tlfe storm, tliat in a few days the shops were all 
reopened, and the bazars were as crowded as they had been during the most 
flourishing days of the Mysore dynasty. But individual injustice is not to 
b(* always excused by the merits of the preferred functionary; and, unques- 
tionably, the hero of Seringapatam, the gallant officer who led the assault, 
was entitled to a very different fate from that of being sup^erseded in the com- 
mand almost before the sweat was wiped from the brow which he had adorned 
with the laurels of victory.* Colonel Wellesley's letter to the governdt*- 
gencral is very characteristic. ''It was impossible to expect that, after the 
labour which the troops had undergone in working up to this place, and the 
various successes they had had in six different affairs with Tipu’s troops, in 
all of which they had come to the bayonet with them, they should not have 
looked to the plunder of this place. Nothing therefore can have exceeded 
what was done on the night of the 4th. I came in to take the command on 
the morning of the 5th; and, by the greatest exertion, by hanging, flogging, 
etc., etc., in the course of that day, I restored order among the troops, and 
I hoj)c I have gained the confidence of th(‘ ix'ople." 

THE SUBSIDIARY SYSTEM 

After the fall of Tipu, and the partition of the Mysore territory in 1799, 
Lord Wellesley steadily pursued the policy which is distinguished as the sub- 
sidiary system. Its principle was to form treaties with native rulers; in com- 
pliance with which, a military force, under British command, was to be main- 
tained at the expense of the native prince; aiul the control of st^^ affairs 
was to be vested in the British resident, with the exc(‘ption of all tlial related 
to the domestic arrangements of the sovereign, who preserve/1 the regal pomp 
without the regal power. The subsidiary system was w^armly opjiosed in the 
British parliament, as unjust and tyrannical. Its defence is succinctly stated 
by Lord Brougham,* who was a constant enemy of all injustice and tyranny: 

We had been compelled to interfere in their affairs, and to regulate the suc- 
cession to their thrones, upon each successive discovery of designs hostile to us, 
nay, threatening our very existence, the subversion of all the fabric of useful and 
humane and enlightened polity which we had erected on the ruins of their 
own barbarous system, and particularly the restriction of the cruel despotism 
under which the native millions had formerly groaned^' In 1800, a subsidiary 
treaty was formed with the nizam, who cede{l all his Mysorean territories 
in exchange for aid and protection. In 1801 the nephew of the deceased 
nawab of Arcot was raised to the nominal throne, ,renouncing in^favor of the 
British all the powers of government. The subahdar of O^dh, and the 
peshwa, came also under subordination to the British authority. 

MAHRATTA WAR 1803 

After the rupture of the Peaces of Amiens, a ne^ danger had arisen, in a 
confederacy of Mahratta chiefs, assisted by French arms and French influence. 
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The war of England against Napoleon was in effect to be carried on in a war 
with the Mahrattas. In the districts watered by the Godavari and the Puma 
were the qualities of a great captain to be displayed, which, a few years later, 
were to drive the legions of Napoleon from the Tagus to the Garonne. 

At the beginning of the century, the great Mahratta chief Holkar was at 
war with the equally valorous chief Sindhia. Holkar, to strengthen his own 
power and destroy an ally of his rival, attacked the peshwa, who fled from 
Poona after a signal defeat. It was then that he called the British to his 
aid, with whom ho concluded the Treaty of Bassein, on the last day of Decem- 
ber, 1802 . General Wellesley marched six hundred miles, from Seringapatam 
to Poona, in the worst season of the year; drove out the Mahrattas; and rein- 
stated the peshwa in his capital. Holkar now turned to his old rival Sindhia, 
to coalesce with him against the peshwa, the nizam, and the British. 

Directing the military operatioas of Sindhia was a clever Frenchman, M. 
Perron, who had under him a large army of infantry disciplined in the Euro- 
pean manner, many thousand cavalry, and a well appointed train of artillery. 
Bhonsla, the rajah of Bcrar (or rajah of Nagpur), joined the alliance of Sindhia 
and Holkar. The fifth Mahratta chieftain was the Gaikwar, and his territory 
was Guzerat,. where Sindhia had some possessions and great power and influ- 
ence. The Gaikwar took no part in the approaching contest. For some time 
after the peshwa had been restored, negotiations were going on between the 
British government and Sindhia and the rajah of Berar. They professed 
friendship, but it soon became clear that they were confederates with Holkar, 
and were depending for assistance upon Perron. Tlie nizam was known to 
be dying; and it wjis one of the objects of these chieftains to arrange the suc- 
cession so as to aggrandise their own power. 

It was thus necessary to make war upon this confederacy, which thr.^atened 
the security of the British dominion in India as much, if not more, than the 
hostility of Tipu. There was the same danger, as in his case, of an alliance 
with France on the part of the Mahrattas. Pondicherry had been given up 
to France by the Treaty of Amiens. When the Mahratta war broke out, the 
rupture of that treaty was not known. The vicinity of Pondicherry to the 
Mahratt A’ country required the greatest vigilance. Wliilst negotiations with 
the Mahratta chiefs were still in progress, llie news came of the renewal of 
the war. A French force attempted to land at Pondicherry, and were macle 
prisoners. Providing against hostilities upon a great scale, the governor- 
general decided upon the plan of a campaign, in which the rare faculty of 
organising the co-operating movements of troops acting upon different points 
ensured the same success as had attended the campaigns of Napoleon. One 
element of success was the unshackled power of an able commander in the 
Deccan, the most important portion of the field of war. 

On the 26 th of June Arthur Wellesley was appointed to the command of 
all the British and allied troops in the temtories of the peshwa and the nizam, 
and to the direction of the political affairs of this district, which was sur- 
rounded by the dominions of the confederate chiefs. In Hindustan the same 
complete authority was gjven to General Lake. General Wellesley was at 
Poona with ^,venteen thousand men, when the negotiation with Sindhia was 
at an end. General Lake was upon the Jumna, watching the movements of 
Perron, who was in a part of the Doab which had been bestowed upon him 
by Sindhia. In Guzerat, Colonel Murray conmianded the Bombay army, 
a force of seven thousand men, und he was afterwards reinforced by Colonel 
Woodington. In the province of Cuttack,, Colonel Harcourt was at the head 
of the Madras army, a small body of troops, who were able to rendqjr efficient 
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service. All these armies, not ^at in numerical amount, but most formid- 
able in their discipline, were all in motion, at one and the same time, to close 
round the enemy from the south and the north, from the east and the west ; 
*'from the sea, the mountains, and the forests, over the salt plains of Cuttack, 
and the high plains of the Deccan, and through the passes of the Ghats, and 
over the rivers of Hindustan, and out of the rank swamps of the basin of the 
Ganges.” (Martineau.O 

It was the 3rd of August when the British n'sident quitted Sindhia’s 
camp. His departure was the signal for imnu'diate hostilities. On the 6th 
of August General Wellesley wrote a letter to Sindhia, characterised by his 
usual decisive language: ^‘1 offered you jx^ace on tenns of equality, and hon- 
ourable to all parlies; you have chosen war, and art' responsible for all conse- 
quences.” On the 12th of August, he had advanct'd through roads rendered 
almost impassable by violent rains, and had taken the strong fort of Ahmed- 
nagar. General Lake was etjually prompt in his movtunents. Tht* Freiteh 
force under Perron fled before him, rt'treating from Coel, which Lake then 
occupied. 

Perron, in a few days, put himself mider British protection, and was 
received with kindness. He complained of the treachery of his officers, md 
is supposed not to have been insensible to the attractions of drafts upon the 
treasury of Calcutta. On the 4th of September, the strong fortress of Aligarh 
was taken by a storming party of the army of Lake. Tlie Bombay and the 
Madras armies were equally successful in their advances. On the 6th of 
A.ugust, General Wellesley had sent orders to the officer in command of the 
Bombay army to attack Broach, In a little more than three weeks Broach 
had surrendered. On the 12th of September, Ijake obtained a great victory 
over the troops of Sindhia, and over the French army which Perron had 
formed. They were commanded by another Frenchman, Bourquien. On 
the following day the British were in posse.ssion of Delhi. Lake restored the 
Mughal emperor, Shah Alam, who had been disposed, and thus propitiated 
the Mohammedan population of Hindustan. 

The triumphant career of Lake was followed up in the battles of Muttra 
and Agra, and was complet'd in the great victory of Laswari onTlic* Ist of 
NovembcT. He was worthy of all honour. The tli.anks of parliament and a 
peerage were never more properly b(*stowed than upon the' senior general in 
this astonishing campaign. 

Colonel Stevenson was to the east of General Wellesley, after the capture 
of Ahmednagar. It was necessary to effect a junction of their two annies. 
Wellesley directed Stevenson to take a bold course : “ Move forward yourself 
with the company’s cavalry, and all the nizam’s, and a battalion, and dash 
at the first party that comes into your neighbourhood. A long defensive war 
will ruin us. By any other plan we shall lose our supplies.” On the 21st of 
August Wellesley’s cavalry was passing the wide Godavari. They passed in 
wicker boats covered with bullock skins. During a month, Wellesley and 
Stevenson were pursuing Sindhia’s forces, imited with those of the rajah of 
Berar, each of the British commanders never allo^ying the enemy to rest, and 
marching always with the rapidity which could alone keep oace with the 
Mahratta cavalry. On the 21st of September Wellesley and Stevenson were 
a little to the east of Aurangabad. They were sufficiently near to each other 
to concert a plan of joint operations against the Mahratta armies, which had 
been reinforced with sixteen battalions of Infantry, commanded by French 
officers, and with a train of artjjlery. This formidable force was concen- 
trated 05 the banks of the Kaitna. 
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BATTLE OP ASSAYE (1803 A.D.) 

On the 22nd of September the division under Wellesley, and the division 
under Stevenson, marched with the intention to attack the enemy. There 
was a range of hills between the British and the Mahrattas. One division 
marched by the eastern road round the hills; the other by the western road. 
They encamped that night at the two extremities of the range of hills. On 
the morning of the 23rd, General Wellesley receivtM information that Sindhia 
and Bhonsla had moved off with their cavalry, but that their infantry were 
stiff in camp, and were about to follow the cavalry. Their camp might be 
seen from a rising ground. It was obvious that the attack was no longer to 
be delayed,” writes Wellesley. It was no longer to be delayed, although 
Colonel Stevenson had not arrived with his detachment. He was misled by 
his guides. In his latter years, the duke of Wellington i related to “an early 
and intimate friend” how he formed his plan. 

“ I was indebted for my success at Assaye to a very ordinary exercise of 
common sense. The Mahratta chiefs, whom I was marching to overtake, had 
made a hasty retreat with their infantry and guns, and had got round behind 
a river on my .'right, leaving me exposed to an overwhelming force of native 
cavalry. To get rid of these gentlemen, and to get at the others, I had no 
chance but getting over the river also. I found a passage, crossed my army 
over, had no more to fear from the enemy’s cloud of cavalry, and my force, 
small as it was, was just enough to fill the space between that river and 
another stream that fell into it therabouts, and on which Assaye stood, so 
that both my flanks were secure. And tliere I fought and won the battle — 
the bloodiest for the number that I ever saw; and tliis was all from the com- 
mon sense of guessing that men did not build villages on opposite siJes of a 
stream without some means of communication between them.” 

The battle of Assaye might well lie called “the bloodiest for its number” 
that the hero of so many battles had ever seen. Well might it be so, when 
the Mahrattas’ force was at least seven times as numerous as the British army. 
It was one o’clock when the enemy’s camp was in view, extending from five 
to seven Inilcs. “We began to advance,” writes the brigade-major, “a little 
after three, and tfie action was not entirely over till six o’clock.” The 74th 
and 78th regiments, and four battalions of sepoys, moved lorward to the 
attack: the piquets led; and the cavalry brought up the lear to protect the 
infantry from the enemy’s horse. We quote the spirited narrative of an eye- 
witness, Lieutenant (not Sir) Colin Campbell: 

“ The line was ordered to advance. The piquets at this period had nearly 
lost a third of their number, and most of their gun-bullocks were killed. The 
line moved rapidly and took possession of the first line of guns, where many 
of the enemy were killed. They then moved on in equally good order and 
resolution to the second line of guns, from which they very soon drove the 
enemy; but many of the artillery, who pretended to be dead when we passed 
on to the second line of guns, turned the guns we had taken upon us, which 
obliged us tevreturn and again to drive them from them. 

At this pqriod the cannonade was truly tremendous. A milk-hedge in 
their front, which they had to pass to come at the enemy’s guns, threw them 
into a little confusion; but they still pushed forward, and had taken possession 
of many of their guns, when thc^cond line, which o^ned on them, obliged 
them to retire from what they han so dearly purchased. The numbers of the 
74th regiment remaining.at this penod wese small ; on their returning, some 
of the enemy’s cavalry came forward and cut up many of the wound^ oflicers 
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and men. It was at this critical moment that the 19th charged, and saved 
the remains of the 74th remment. General Wellesley at the some time threw 
the 78th regiment forward on their rijght, to move down on the enemy, who 
still kept their position at Assaye. This movement, and the charge of the 
19th light dragoons, made the enemy retire from all their guns precipitately 
and they fled across the nullah to our right at the village of Akaye, where 
numbers of them were cut up by the cavalry. The general was in the thick 
of the action the whole ttrne, and had a horse killed under him. No man 
could have shown a better example to the troops than he did. I never saw a 
mixn so cool and collected as he was the whole time, though 1 can assure you, 
till our troops got orders to advance, the fate of the day sc'emed doubtful; and 
if the numerous cavalry of the enemy had done their duty, I hardly think it 
possible that we could have succeeded. From the European officers who have 
since surrendered, it appears they had about twelve thousand infantry, and 
their cavalry is supposed to have been at least twenty thousand, though many 
make it more. We have now’ in our possession one hundred and two g\ms, 
and all their tumbrils.” 

In the middle of October Colonel Stevenson obtained possession of the 
strong fortresses of Asseerghur and Burhanpur. General •Wellesley had 
follow’ed the Mahratta anny in their various movements, their stratagems never 
defeating his vigilance. Sindhia at last desired a tnice. This was granted. 
But it was soon discovered that his cavalry were serving in the army of the 
rajah of Berar, and that the truce was altogether delusive. On the 29th of 
November, General Wellesley obtained a victory over the united armies of 
Sindhia and Bhonsla. The Mahrattas retired in disorder, leaving their can- 
non, and pursued by moonlight by the British, the Mughal, and the Mysore 
cavalry. This wonderful campaign, of little more than four months, was 
finished by the successful termination of the siege of Gawilgarh (December 
15th). 

The Mahratta war with Sindhia and Bhonsla was at loi end. The rajah of 
Berar, who had sued for a peace, signed a treaty on the 17th. He ceded Cut- 
tack, which was annexed to the British dominions, and he agreed Jto admit no 
Europeans but the British within his territories. Sindhia also was5bmpletely 
humbled. A treaty wdth him was signed on the 30th of December, he agree- 
iiig to give up Broach, Ahmcdnagar, and his forts in the Doab; and to exclude 
all Europeans except the British. He was to receive the protection which 
w’as extended under the subsidiary system to other dependent stat-es. 

But there was another great Mahratta chieftain yet unsubdued. His 
intriguing spirit was exercised in urging the other chiefs to break the treaties 
which they had entered into. The governor-general tried to convert this 
enemy into a friend by negotiation. Holkar openly defied him; he would 
come with his army, and sweep and destroy like the waves of the sea. In 
April, 1804, war was declared against Holkar. The war went on through 1804 
and 1805. Marquis Wellesley had resigned the government of India at the 
end of July; and Marquis Cornwallis had succeeded him, before Holkar was 
subdued. CJomwallis died on the 5th of Octol^pr, and Sir George Barlow 
assumed the government. On the 24th of December a treaty was signed with 
Holkar; and he also agreed to exclude from his territories all Europeans 
except the British. 

FAMINE IN IIIdIA 

Sir Arthur Wellesley (he had received the order^ of the Bath for his great 
servicesi returned to England in 1805. During his voyage home he employed 
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his active mind in writing an interesting paper on the subject of Dearth in 
India. There had been a famine in the Deccan in 1803 and 1804, which he 
had witnessed. The dearth, and its fatal effects, were to be attributed princi- 
pally to the dry season of 1803. He describes the physical geography of the 
peninsula; the peculiar cultivation of wet lands or of dry; the dependence of 
the rice-produce of the wot lands upon the fall of the rain, assisted by the 
artificial canals, tanks, and wells, many of which were ancient works; and 
the entire dependence of the dry lands, where wha<. are called diy grains are 
cultivated, upon the critical arrival and the quantity of the periodical rains. 
The portions of the Indian Empire to which Sir A. Wellesley directed his atten- 
tion were far less extensive Ilian at present. 

Since 1804 there have been many famines. Awful as the distress has been, 
it is satisfactory to know that the question which Sir A. Wellesley asked, in 
what manner the deficiency produced by the seasons in any particular part 
could be remedied by the government in that part,’' has been to some extent 
answered, by the construction of great canals for irrigation. The eastern and 
the western Jumna canals, and the Ganges canal, arc the grandest of these 
works, and arc capable of irrigating several millions of acres. ^ 

In recent years the extension of railways and the improvement of internal 
comntiunication whereby particular districts suffering from famine can bo 
supplied from more fortunate ones have been the means employed for coping 
with this scourge and an annual charge has been made on the revenue for funds 
t;o be used in time of dearth. Nevertheless the twentieth century opned 
amidst widespread suffering from this cause which was most marked m the 
native states. It is said however that the deaths of grown persons were not 
numerous and when they did occur were attributable to the people’s own 
apathy. On the other hand above five million persons were at one Mmc in 
receipt of relief. “ 

After his return from India, the marquis Wellesley had to endure the bitter 
mortification of finding that his great public services had rendered him a 
mark for the attacks of James Paml, who, having failed in India of advance- 
ment at his hands, returned to England and became a member of parliament. 
It is unnecessary for us to follow the parliamentary discussions on this subject. 
The accusations were, in a great degree, the result of private malice and party 
rancour; and, like^all such abuses of the privileges of representative govern- 
ment, their interest very quickly passed away. 

MUTINY AT VELLOKE (1806 A.D.) 

In the affairs of India, an event of far more lasting importance than the 
assaults upon the marquis Wellesley took place on the lOth of July, 1806. 
At two o’clock in the morning of that day, the European barracks at Vellore, 
in which were four companies of the 69tli regiment, were surrounded by two 
battalions of sepoys in the service of the East India Company. Through 
every door and window these mutineers poured in a destructive fire upon the 
sleeping soldiers. The sentinels were killed; the sick in the hospital were 
massacred; thf officers’ houses were ransacked, and they, with their wives and 
children, were put to death. Colonel Fancourt, the commander of the 69th 
fell in the attempt to save his men. 

There was a terrible retribution the next day. The 19th regiment of dra- 
goons arrived; took the fort of Vellore from the insurgents; six hundred of 
the sepo 3 rs were cut down; and two hundrec^were dragged out of their hiding 
places and shot. The sods of Tipu Sahib, who were residing at Vellore, were 
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suspected of being concerned in this mutiny. But there were demonstrations 
of a spirit of disaffection amongst the native troops in other places. Some 
extremely foolish regulations had been attempted by the military authorities 
at Madras with respect to the dress of the sepoys. It w'as wished to traiisfonn 
the turban into something like a helmet. An opinion had been spread that 
it was the desire of the Bntish government to convert the native troops to 
Christianity by forcible means. This notion was disavowc'd in a subsequent 
proclamation of the government at Madras. But at that time the zeal of 
some persons for the conversion of the Hindu population w'as far from dis- 
creet; and in England there was no hesitation in declaring, that “the restless 
spirit of fanaticism has insinuated itself into our Indian councils;” and that 
unless checked in time, it will lead to the subversion of our Indian Empire, and 
the massacre of our countrymen dispersed over that distant land.”» 




CHAPTER IV 


CONQUESTS AND REFORMS FROM 1807 TO 1835 A.D. 

LORD MINTO AND THE MUTINY OF BRITISH OFFTCERS (1807-1 813 A.D.) 

At the beginning of 1807 India was at peace. On the death of the mar- 
quis Cornwallis, the powers of the governor-general were U^niporari!^*' exer- 
cised by Sir ^orge Barlow, who was subsequently entrusted with the full 
authority of his post by the court of directors. The Grenville administration 
had just come into office, and they wished to bestow the appointment upon 
one of their own supporters, and especially upon some nobleman. The debates 
in parliament on this subject were continued and violent. The conflict was 
finally settled by the appointment of Lord Minto. The trancjuilhty of his gov- 
ernment was after a while seriously disturbed by an outbreak against the 
power of the company at Travancore. There was war against the rajah of 
this state, which originated in a dispute between his diwan or chief minister, 
and the British resident. His troops were beaten in ilie field during 1808, 
and the lines of Travancore being stormed at the beginning of 1809, and other 
forts captured, relations of amity between the company and the rajah were 
restored. 

A more serious danger arose out of a circumstance which appears now 
amongst the almost incredible things of th^' past. The officers of the Madras 
army, who had long been stirred up to discontent, had mutinied, and Lord 
Minto, in August, 1809, sailed for Madras to quell this extraordinary insub- 
ordination of British officers. There were various and contradictory regula- 
tions existing ^n the several ^oresidencies. '^ere were inequalities in the rate 
of allowances, r At Madras, what the council termed “a very dangerous spirit 
of cabal had been pointed out as early as March, 1807, by the council to the 
court of directors. There was there an officer high in command, Lieutenant- 
Colonel St. Leger, who was descrijiied in the despatch of the council as ‘‘ the 
champion of the rights of the company's army.*’ Colonel St. Leger, as well 
as other officers, was suspended by an order .of the 1st of May, and then open 
mutiny burst out at Hyderabad, Masulipatam, Seringapatam, aqd other 
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S laces. On one occasion only was blood shed in this extraordinaxy revolt. 

[any of these officers were very young men, who were incited to acts of 
insubordination by the example of their seniors. Brave as were the British 
officers in the field, their exclusiveneffi and assumption of superiority were 
offensive to civilians and dangerous in their intercourse with the natives, 
liiese misguided men gradually returned to habits of obedience. In Septem- 
ber Lord Minto published an amnestv, with the exception of eighteen officers, 
nearly all of whom chose Co resign rather than to abide the judgment of a court- 
martial. It now became the wish of all to obliterate the painful remembrance 
of the past. During this alarming period, in which the mutiny of the officers 
might have led to the entire disorganisation of the sepoy army, the king’s 
troops manifested the most entire obedience to the orders of the governor- 
general. 

During the administration of Lord Minto a number of successful opera- 
tions were undertaken in the Eastern Archipelago, which, jn 1810, gav« the 
British possession of Amboyna and the Banda Isles, of the lie de la K6union, 
and of the Mauritius. The most important of these conquasts was the rich 
island of Java, which, after a severe battle with the Dutch troops near the 
capital, capitulated in 1810. Sir Stamford Rallies, who wa^ appointed lieu- 
tenant-governor of Java, described it as the other India.” It passed out of 
British hands at the peace — a circumstance attribuUnl by many to the com- 
plete ignorance of the British government of the great value of this possession. 
The policy of the court of directors was to maintain peace as long as possible 
upon the continent of India, and thus the depredations of the Pindharis and 
the Nepalese were not met by the governor-general with any vigorous meas- 
ures of repression. He demanded redress of the rajah of Nepal for the out- 
rages of his people, but he did not make any more effectual demonstration to 
compel a less injurious conduct. His diplomacy hail for its main object to 
prevent the establishment of the Frencli m the peninsula. He concluded 
treaties with the amirs of Sind, and with the king of Kabul, of which the 
terms of friendsliip were, that they sliould restrain the French from settling 
in their territories. With Persia, where France was endeavouring to establish 
her influence, a treaty was concluded, binding the sovereign" lo resist the 
passage of any Eurojxian force through his country towards India. 

The usual term of a governor-generaFs residence l)cihg completed, Lord 
Minto resigned in 1813, and returned to England. He came at a time when 
a material alteration in the position of the East India Company was at hind. 
By the Statute of Queen Anne, and by successive acts of parliament, the 
company had the exclusive privilege, as regarded English subjects, of trading 
to all places east of the Cape of Good Hope, as far as the Straits of M^ellan. 
In March, 1813, the house of commons resolved itself into a committee to 
consider the affairs of the East India Company. The government propo^d 
that the charter of the company should be renewed for twenty years, ciuring 
which term they should retain the exclusive trade to China, but that tne trade 
to India should be tlirown open on certain conditions. The government also 
proposed to appoint a bishop for India, and three archdeacons. Tlie com- 
mittee examined various witnesses. The first Witness was A^ViTen Hastinra, 
then eighty years of age. He expressed his decided opinion that the settle- 
ment of Europeans would be fraught with danger to the peace of the country 
and the security of the company, and th^ the trade between India and Eng- 
land, as then regulated, was far more beneficial than if perfectly free. On the 
subject of the propagation of Cl^ristianity in India, and the proposed Episcopal 
establ^hment, his evidence is describe as havftig evinced “a most phuo- 
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Bophic indifference.” The debates in both houses on the resolutions occupied 
four months of the session. A bill was finally passed by which the trade to 
India was thrown open as proposed, the territorial and commercial branches 
of the company’s affairs were separated, and the king was empowered to create 
a bishop of India, and three archdeacons, to be paid by the company. 


THE GURKHA WAR; THE DESTRUCTION OF THE pffjDHARIS (1814-1818 A.D.) 

Lord Minto was succeeded as governor-general by the earl of Moira, 
afterwards marquis of Hastings, who took possession of the government on 
the 4th of October, 1813. During 1814 and 1815 there was war between the 
British and the Nepalese. This is sometimes called the Gurkha War [the 
Gurkhas being the race which conquered Nepal in the middle of the eighteenth 
century]. The Gurkhas at the period of the government of the marquis of 
Hastings were subjecting all the smaller states to their dominion, and were 
able to maintain an army of twelve thousand disciplined men, who were 
clothed and accoutred like the British sepoys. As they advanced towards the 
British possessions on the northern frontier, they manifested a desire to try 
their strength against the company’s troops, and exhibited their ill will in 
1814 by attacking two police stations in the districts of (iorakhpur and 
Saran, and by massacring all the troops in the garrisons there. The first 
operations of the British troops were unsuccessful; but in 1815 Sir David 
Ochterlony was enabled to dislodge the Gurkhas from their hill-forts, and to 
compel their commander, Amir Singh, to capitulate. A treaty of peace was 
concluded at the end of 1815, but its ratification by the rajah being withheld, 
a large British army advanced to Khatmandu, the present capital orNepal. 
The treaty was ratified and the war concluded at the beginning of 1816. 
Some portions of territory were ceded to the company; but for the most part 
the chiefs who had been expelled by the conquering Gurkhas were restored 
to their ancient possessions. 

The province of Malwa was the chief seat of a body of freebooters, the 
Pindharis, ^ho carried on a war of devastation with peaceful neighbours, and 
were more formidable from their want of that political organisation which 
constitutes a state. * They lived in separate societies of one or two hundred, 
governed each by its chief, but they were always ready to combine under one 
supreme chief for the purposes of their marauding expedi i ions. In 1814 fifteen 
thousand horsemen were assembled on the north bank of the Nerbudda, mider 
a leader named Chitu. In Octol^er, 1815, they seized the opportunity of 
the British troops being engaged in the Nepalese War to cross the Nerbudda, 
and having plundered and devastated a territory of Great Britain’s ally, the 
nizam of the Deccan, recrossed the Nerbudda to prepare for another raid with 
a greater force. Between the 5th of February and the 17th of May, 1816, they 
h^ again collected an immense booty, with which they retired, not only 
having devastated the lands of the dlies of Britain, but within the com- 
pan 3 r’s frontier^ having plund/^red more than three hundred villages and put to 
death or tortured more than four thousand individuals. These fierce and suc- 
cessful attacks of the Pindharis were not solely instigated by their own desire for 
the rich booty of peaceful provinces. They would scarcely have ventured to defy 
the British power had they not be^n secretly supported by a confederacy of 
Mahratta potentates. The governor-general had obtained certain informa- 
tion that the pieshwa, the rajah of Nagpur, Skidhia, Holkar the younger, and 
Amir Khan, were preparing in concert with the Pindharis to invade & com- 
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pany's territories whilst the British troops were engaged in the Nepalese War. 
The governor-general, at the conclusion of the peace with Nepal, applied to 
the authorities at home for permission to carry on the war with the Pindharis 
upon a great scale. Till this permission should arrive he had only to kc^ep 
the Bengal army in advanced cantonments. When his warrant for extended 
operations did arrive, the marquis of Hastings was ready with an anny in 
each of the three presidencies to take the field against the Pindharis, and 
against all their open or secret supporters. The immensity of his preparations 
was determined by the importance of his designs. The issue of the war was 
another most decided advance in the assertion of Great Britain’s supremacy, 
which manifestly tended to “the absolute conquest of the pc'iiinsula.” 

At the end of September, 1817, orders w'ore issued for a simultfuieous move- 
ment of the army of Bengal under the eommand of the governor-general, of 
the army of the Deccan under the command of Sir Thomas Ilislop, and of 
various corps from different stations, each marching to points from which*the 
Pindharis could be surrounded, mid at the same time their Mahratta and 
other supporters prevented from uniting their forces. It is not within our 
limits to attempt any detail of this very complicated warhire. The war with 
the Pindharis was terminated in the spring of ISIS, with the entire destruction 
or disjiersion of these terrible narauders. The best historian of the events is 
Sir John Malcolm, who was himself one of the most active and sagacious of 
the British commanders. Their complete extirictif)ii has been graphically 
described by him: “Within five y(‘ars after their name had sjiread terror and 
ihsmay over all India, there remained not a spot that a Pindhari could call his 
home. They liad been hunted like wild Iw'asts, numlKTs had been killed, all 
ruined, those who espous(‘d their cause had fallen. Early in the* contest they 
^^ere shunned like a contagion; the timid villagers whom they had so recently 
()pi)ressed were among tin* foremost to attack them.” 

On the 5 th of November, the governor -general had extorted by the presence 
of his powerful army a treaty with Sindliia, in which that Mahratta chief 
engaged to aid in the destruction of the Pindharis. That army, which was 
encamped on low ground, on the banks of a tributary of the Jumna, was at 
this moment attacked by an enemy far more dangerous than any which it 
would be likely to encounter in the field.^ 


THE ARMY DECIMATED BY CHOLERA (lS17 A.D.) 

The malady known by the name of spasmodic cholera — evacuations of 
acrid biliary matter, accompanied by spasmodic contractions of the abdominal 
muscles, and a prostration of strength, terminating frequently in the total ex- 
haustion of the vital functions — had been known in India from the remotest 
periods, and had, at times, committed fearful ravages. Its effects, ho’wever, 
were in general restricted to particular seasons and localities and were not so 
extensively diffused as to attract notice or excite alarm. In the middle of 
1817, however, the disease assumed a new form,^nd became widely spread 
and fatal epidemic. It made its first appearance in the eas^m districts of 
Bengal, in May and June of that year, and rfter extending itself gradually along 
the north bank of the Ganges, through Tirhut to Ghazipur, it crossed the river, 
and passing through Rewah, fell with pfcculiar vinilence upon the centre 
division of the grand army, in the first weeK of November. 

Although the casualties were«most numerous amongst the followers of the 
camp ajid the native sol^ery, the ravages of the disease were not confined to 
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the natives, but extended to Europeans of every rank/ The appalling features 
of the malady were the suddenness of its accession and the rapidity with which 
death ensued. No one felt himself safe for an hour, and yet, as there was no 
appearance of infection, the officers generally were active in assisting the 
medical establishment in administering medicines and relief to the sick. The 
mortality became so great that hands were insufficient to carry away the 
bodies, and they were tossed into the neighbouring ravines, or hastily com- 
mitted to a superficial grave on the spots where the sick had expired. The 
survivors then took alarm and deserted the encampment in crowds: many 
bore with them the seeds of the malady, and the fields and roads for many 
miles round were strewn with the dead. Death and desertion were rapidly 
depopulating the camp, when, after a few days of unavailing struggle against 
the epidemic, it was determined to try the effects of a change of situation. 
The army accordinglv retrograded in a south-easterly direction, and after 
several intermediate halts, crossed the Betwa, and encamping upon its lofty 
and dry banks at Erich, was relieved from the pestilence. The disease dis- 
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appeared. During the week of its greatest malignity it was ascertained that 
seven hundred and sixty-four fighting men and eight thousand followers 
perished.^ 

Sindhia had seized the opportunity, not to render aid against the Pind- 
haris but to invite them to come into his territory. The cholera passed away, 
and the governor-general hurried back to his former position to cut off the 
possible junction between the marauding bands and Sindhia's troops. In 
the remaining months of 1817 and tlie beginning of 1818 the Mahratta con- 
federacy was utterly broken up by the successes of the British. The rajah of 
Nagpur, after a battle of eighteen hours, was defeat^^d, and his town of Nagpur 
taken on the 26th of November. Ilolkar was beaten on the 21st of December 
at the battle of Mehidpur, and peace was concluded with him on the 6th of 
Janua^. The peshwa of the Mahrattas surrendered to the English in the 
following Jun.,, agreeing to ' abdicate his throne, and become a pensioner of 
the East India Company.* 

* Five officers and 143 men of the Enropean force died in November—- official return. Ac- 
cording to Surgeon Gorbyn who was (j|[)rving with the centre division, and whose plan of 
treatment was circulated to the army by the marquis of Hastings, bis lordship was himself appre- 
hensive of dying of the disease, and had given secret instructions to be buried in his tent, that 
his death might not add to the (jUsoouragement of the iroops, or tempt the enemy to attack the 
division in its crippled state. 
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TRANSACTIONS IN CEYLON 

The island of Ceylon, first colonised by the Portuguese, and subsequently 
by the Dutch, was finally taken from the latter, as identified witli the nqmblic 
of France, in 1796, by an expedition fitted out from Madras, and was for a 
short interval subject to the government of Fort St. George. In 1798 it was 
annexed to the colonial dominions of the British Crown, and the honourable 
Frederick North was nomiiftited governor on the part of Great Britain. The 
settlements which were thus transferred extended along the sea -coast, forming 
a narrow belt round the centre of the island, where native princes continued 
tjf) rule ov.er the remnants of an ancient kingdom, whose origin was traceable, 
through credible records, for above two tliousand years. Deprived of a val- 
uable portion of their ancestral domains by races which they despised as bar- 
barians while they hated them as conqiu'rors, the kings of Kandy had Ix^en 
almost always at variance with their European neighbours, and had lx*en 
principally protected against their military sui)eriority by the d(‘adly atmos- 
phere of the forests wdiich interposed an impemetrabk' rampart btdween th(‘ 
Ulterior of the island and the coast. The last but one of these princes co- 
operated with the English in their attack upon the maritime provinces lu'ld 
by .the Dutch, in exp(‘ctation of advantage's w'hich W'cre never realised. Ih* 
died shortly after the establishment of the British power. Leaving no children 
he was succeede'd in 1800 by the son of a sister of one of his queens, wdio was 
elected to the throne by the head minister, or cuiifjar, w’ith the ac([uiescenc(* 
of the other chi(‘f ofiicers of the state, the priests of Buddlia, and the peojile. 

Shortly after the accc'ssion of the new^ sovereign in the beginning of 1800, 
the governor of CVylon (kqiuted the commanding officer of the troops on the 
Inland, Gt'neral Macdowall, on an embassy to th(‘ court of Kandy. Advantage 
was to be taker of the intrigues which agitated the Kandian court. The 
minister who had raised th(‘ sovereign to hi.-, present rank, is .>aid thus early 
to have plotted his deposal, and the usurpation of his erowai. For the aceom- 
jillshment of his tn'acherous designs, he sought the assistance' of the Ifritish 
government, and although his overtures were at first rejeetc'd, ho w’as admitted 
10 a conference with the governor’s s(*crc'tary, and the' mission to Kandy w’as 
llie result. The plot was frustrated by the timidity and susj^iicioii apparently 
of both the minister and the king. General Macdowall [)r()('(*pdf'd to Kandy, 
but he returned to Colombo without having made any progress in the puri)oses 
of liis mission, secret or avow^ed. On th(' contrary, tlic' proceedings of the 
British government seem to have excited the suspicion and ill will of lx)th 
the king and the adigar, and to have united them against a common enemy; 
w’hile mi excuse for an appeal to arms seems to have been solicitously sought 
for by the British. At length some Sinhalese traders from the British terri- 
tories, having been despoiled of a parcel of betel nuts, which they had pur- 
chased, complained to the governor. Their case w\as advocated by him with 
the king; its truth was admitted, and redress was promised but never granted. 
Mr. North determined to make w^ar upon the king, unless he subscribed to a 
treaty promising compensation for the expenses oj military eciuipments, and 
the plunder of the betel nuts; to permit the fonnation of a military road from 
Colombo to Trincomalee, and suffer cirmarion peelers and wood cutters to 
follow their calling in the Kandian districts; It was intimated at the same 
time, that the aggressions which had been perpetrated, had left the governor 
at perfect liberty to recognise and support the claims which any other prince 
of the family of the Sun might {orm to the diadem worn by his Kandian 
majesty. ^ The intimation was not likely to conciliate his accession to a 
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friendly convention, and was replied to by predatory incursions into the 
British frontier, and the plunder and murder of its subjects. To repress and 
avenge these injuries, a force under Greneral Macdowall was despatched from 
Colombo, and another under Colonel Barbut from Trincomalee. The two 
divisions encountering no serious opposition on their march, met on the 
Mahaveli-ganga^ three miles from Kandy, and on the 21st of February, 1803, 
entered the capital. The town, which was completely deserted, had been set 
on fire by the inhabitants, but the flamas were ^speedily extinguished, and 
Kandy was in the occupation of the British. 

THE BRITISH TAKE KANDY AND ARE MASSACRED (1803 A.D.) 

As the reigning monarch had been so little sensible of the benefits to be 
derived from the British alliance, a more tractable sovereign was brought for- 
ward in the person of Mutu-sami, a brother of the late queen, and a competitor 
for the throne, who had been oliliged to seek refuge in the colony. A treaty 
was concluded with him, by which ho ceded certain districts and immunities 
and in requital was acknowledged as monarch of Kandy, and promised, as 
long as he might require it, the aid of an auxiliary force. Mutu-sami was 
conducted to Vhc caiJital, where he arrived on the 4th of March. He brought 
no accession of strength, as the people were either afraid or disinclined to 
support his cause: and hence perhaps its sudden abandonment by the gov- 
ernor, who pres(‘ntly afterwards engag(‘d to invest the adigar with regal 
authority, on condition of his delivering up his master, assigning a pension to 
Mutu-sami, and making the same cessions which that unfortunate prince had 
consented to grant. 

After a short stay at Kandy, during which several skirmishes tuok place 
with the Sinhalese, invariably to their disadvantage', but without any decisive 
results, the prevalence of jungle-fever, generated by the pestilential vapours 
of the surrounding forests, to which many of the men and officers fell victims, 
compelled the retirement of the greater part of the survivors; and, finally, 
the protection of Kandy, and of Mutu-sami, was consigned to Major Davie, 
with a body of five hundred Malays and two hundred Europeans of the 19th 
regiment — the latter almost incapacitated for duty by sickness, and the 
former speedily thinned by frequent desertions. In this state, they were 
attacked on the 24th of June by the Sinhalese in immense numbers, headed 
by the king and the adigar, and encouraged by their knowledge of the enfeebled 
state of the garrison : a severe conflict ensued, which lasted for seven hours, 
when Major Davie was under the necessity of proposing a suspension of 
hostilities. The proposal was acceded to, and a capitulation agreed upon, by 
which the garrison, accompanied by Mutu-sami, were to be permitted to retire 
with their arms, on giving up Kandy and all military stores. It was promised 
that the sick, who were incapable of being removed, should be taken care of 
until they could be sent to a British settlement. Upon these stipulations 
Major Davie evacuated Kandy, and marched to the banks of the Mahaveli- 
ganga, which, being swollen by the rains, was no longer fordable: no boats 
were at handy and the cnerty showed himself in force in different quarters. On 
the following day, a mission caine from the king, demanding that Mutu-sami 
should be given up, when boats would be furnished to the English. After 
some hesitation, the demand wf^ complied with. The imhappy prince, with 
several of his kinsmen, was immediately put to death. 

That this abandonment, and the disgrace which it entailed upon the 
British faith, might have been avoided by k greater display of resolution than 
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was exhibited, is not impossible; but a determination to preserve the prince 
at all hazards, even if it had been entertained by the officers, was little likely 
to have been acquiesced in by the men, consisting almost wholly of Malays, 
who saw in his surrender their only hope of safety. The hope wiis fallacious, 
as might have been expected from the treachery of the enemy. The king 
commanded the destruction of the whole party. The adigar is said to have 
manifested some reluctance to violate the capitulation; but at last cons(*nted 
to become the instrument fif his master’s revenge. 

He prevailed upon Major Davie and his officers to accompany him out of 
sight of the men, who were then told that their officers had crossed the river, 
and that, upon laying down their arms, th(*y would be also ftTried across to 
join them. Conducted in small parties to the edge' of the river, at a spot 
where they could not be seen by their comrades, thc'y were successively 
stabbed, or Imtchered in various ways, and their bodies wen' thrown into a 
contiguous hollow. At the same time the wdiole of the sick, a hundred afVd 
fifty, of whom a hundred and thirty-two were British soldiers, wen' bar- 
barously put to death, tin* dead and the dying having Iwu thrown ))romis- 
cuously into a pit prepared for the purpose. Most of the officers were also 
murdered, or died shortly afterwards. Major Davie survived till about 1810, 
when he died at Kandy, latterly mimolested and almost uimoticed. 

CRUELTY OF THE KING OF KANDY 

The recovery of his ca])ital and the destruction of the garrison, inspired 
the Kandian monarch with the ambition of exjx'Iling the Kuro}>eans from 
the island; and during the remainder of 1(S03 and the ensuing year, ropeaU'd 
efforts were made to penetrate into the colony. Tlieir attempts were, how- 
ever, repulsed. Reinforcements were stmt to the island, and the British 
became strong enough to retaliate. In LSOr), the first adigar acquired 
addilional authority by the indisposition of the king; and a cessation of hos- 
tilities ensued, which was continued by mutual accjuiescence, without any 
exj)ross armistice, for several years. 

Whatever may have boon the designs of the adigar, Pilame Talawe, in 
his negotiations with the English, he remained aj/parentlv faithful to his 
sovereign, until the king’s tyranny and cruelty taught him tears for his own 
life. He then engaged in open rebellion — was unsuccessful — was taken and 
beheaded. He was succeeded in his office by Ahailapalla, who in his turn 
incurred and resented the suspicion and tyranny of the king. He instigated 
a rebellion in the dLstrict of Jaffragam, over which he presided: but his adher- 
ents fell from him upon the approach of a rival adigar with the royal forces, 
and he was obliged to fly. He found refuge in Colombo: but many of his 
followers were taken and impaled. The king’s savage cruelty now surpassed 
all that can be imagined of barbarian inhumanity. Among a numl)er of per- 
sons who were seized and put to death with various aggravations of suffering, 
the family of the fugitive minister, which had remained in the tyrant’s grasp, 
were sentenced to execution; the children, one of tli^m an infant ai the breast, 
were beheaded, the heads were cast into a rice mortar, and thA mother was 
commanded to pound them with the pestlel under the threat of being dis- 
gracefully tortured if she hesitated to obey. To avoid the disgrace, the 
wretched mother did lift up the pestle, and let it fall upon her children's 
heads. Her own death was an act of mercy. She, her sister-in-law, and some 
other females were immediately afterwards drowned. These atrocities struck 
even the JCandians with horror; and for two days the whole city was filled 
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with mourning and lamentation, and observed a period of public fating and 
humiliation. The king’s ferocity was insatiable : executions were incessant, 
no persons were secure, and even the chief priest of Buddha, a man of great 
learning and benevolence, fell a victim to the tyrant’s thirst for blood. A 
general sentiment of fear and detestation pervaded both chiefs and people, 
and the whole country was ripe for revolt. 

THE FINAL CONQUEST OF CEYLON 

The urgent representations of Ahailapalla, and a knowledge of the state 
of public feeling in the Kandian provinc(‘s, induced the governor. Sir Robert 
Brownrigg, to prepare for a war which was certain to occur in consequence 
of the disorders on the frontier and the insane fury of the king. Occasion 
soon arose: some merchants, subjects of the British government, trading to 
Hkndy, were seiz(*d by the king’s orders as spies, and so cruelly mutilated that 
most of them died; and about the same time a party of Kandians ravaged 
the villages on the British ])oundary. The governor immediately declared 
war against the king, and sent a body of troops into his country. They were 
joined by tho principal cliiefs and the people, and advanced without meeting 
an enemy, to the capital. They arrived there on th(' 14th of l<>bruary. On 
the 18th, the king, who had attempted to fly, was taken and brought in by 
a party of Ahailapalla’s followers. On the 2nd of March he was formally 
deposed, and the allegiance of the Kandians was transf('iT(‘(l to the British 
crown. Vikrama Raja Singha was sent a captive to Vellore, where he died 
in January, 1832. 

The change of authority, and the substitution of a new and foreign 
dominion for that of the ancient native rulers, however acceptable fmder the 
influence of popular terror and disgust, began to lose their recommendations 
as soon as apprehension was allayed, and the chiels and people were able calmly 
to consider the character of the revolution to which they had contributecl. 
The chiefs found that their power was dhiiinished and their dignity imj)aired; 
the priests felt indignant at the want of reveience shown to them and to their 
religion; and the people, sympathising with both, had also grievances of their 
own to complaiq of, in the contempt displayed for their customs and insti- 
tutions, and the disregard manifested for their prejudices and feelings by 
the English functionaries and their subordinates. A general rebellion was the 
consequence. 

In 1817 it broke out in the eastern provinces, and ^as with difficulty sup- 
pressed after a costly and sanguinary warfare of two years' duration. [Ceylon 
m 1843 and 1848 was again the scene of insurrections, but these were unim- 
portant and were quelled without difficulty. Otherwise complete tran- 
quillity has prevailed in the island since the establishment of the British 
i^e.] 

THE ACCESSION OF SINGAFORE AND MALACCA (1824 A.D.); THE CONQUEST OF 
BURMA (1SJ4-1820 A.D.) 

At Singapore, in 1819, Sir Thomas Raffles established a factory on the 
south shore of the island, and iru 1824, a cession in full sovereignty of this and 
the neighbouring islands was obtained by purchase from a person who claimed 
to be king of Johore, and was aftc’rwanls raised to that throne. Malacca was 
ceded to the British in 1824 by treaty witlkthe government of the Netherlands. 

Had Mr. Canning become governor-general of India when his ajjpointment 
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as successor of the marquis of Hastings was resolved upon, it may be doubted 
whether he could have carried through the policy which, as president of the 
board of control, he avowed in parliament in 1819, upon the vote of thanks 
to the marquis of Hastings and the army in India: Anxious as I am for 
the prosperity and grandeur of our Indian Empire, I confess I look at its 
indefinite extension with awe. I earnestly wish that it may be possible for us 
to remain stationary where we are; and that what still exists of substantive 
and independent power in ?ndia may stand untouched and unimpaired. But 
this consummation, however much it may be desired, depends not (in ourselves 
alone. Aggression must be repelled, and perfidy must lie visited with its just 
reward. And while I join with the thinking part of the country in depre- 
cating advance, who shall say that there is safety for such a power as ours 
in retrogradation?” Of the prudence and wisdom of the theory of policy thus 
set forth, the nation at large, the East India Company, the great Indian admin- 
istrators, never appeared to entertain the slightest doubt. But, practically, 
it was invariably found that without advance there w'ould be retrogradation. 
It wras in vain that those w'ho led the British armies in India must have felt 
wiiat Mr. Canning expressed — with how much jealousy the house and the 
country are in the habit of appreciating the triumphs of British arms in India; 
how British military operations, however successful, have always been con- 
sidered as questionable in point of justice. Lord Amhe^rst, who in March, 1823, 
embarked for India as governor-general, had to pass through this almost 
inevitable process of entering upon a war of conquest with the most sincere 
(h'sire to remain at peace. Within six or seven months after his arrival in 
India he had to write to a friend at home: ^‘1 have to tell you that I most 
unexpectedly find myself engaged in war with the king ol Ava.^' This w^as 
the w^ar with the Burman Empire, which involved the British in hostilities 
from March, 1824, to February, 1826. Before the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury the name of Burman signified a great warlike race that had founded 
various kingdoms, amongst which w'ere Siam, Pegu, Ava, and Arakan. The 
kingdoms of Ava and Pegu were in a continued state of w^arfare, in which 
the Peguans were ultimately victorious. Ava had been coiiquerecl by them, 
when, in 1753, a man of humble origin but of great ability, who has het^n called 
“the Napoleon of the Hindu-Chinese peninsula/’ raised a small force, which, 
constantly increasing, expelled the conquerors and placed* Alompra on the 
Burman throne. It has been remarked as equally curious and instructive, 
that “ the last restoration of the Burman Empire, and the foundation of ours in 
India, were exactly contemporaneous. Clive and Alompra made their con- 
quests at the same moment.” For nearly seventy years the British from the 
Ganges, and the Burmese from the Irawadi, pushed their conquests, whether 
by arms or negotiation, till they met. Their inevitable rivalry soon led to 
hostilities. The Burmese had gradually subjugated the indeptmdent states 
which formerly existed between their frontiers and those of the company. 
Lord Amherst, in the letter we have already quoted, describes how they 
seized an island on which the British had established a small military post, 
and when the governor-general mildly complained.to the king oj Ava of this 
outrage, attributing it to the mistake of the local authorities,\a force came 
down from Ava, “threatening to invade oijr territory from one end of the 
frontier to the other, and to reannex the profince of Bengal to the dominions 
of its rightful owner, the lord of the T^ite ihephant.” 

At the beginning of April the Bengal army embarked for Rangoon, the 
chief seaport of the Burman dominions, situated at the embouchure of the 
Irawadi according to Lord Amherst “tiie Liverpool and Portsmouth of 
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Ava.” This important place was taken possession of almost without striking 
a blow; but the hope of the governor-general that from thence he should 
be able to dictate the terms of a moderate and therefore lasting peace, was 
not very quickly realised. The British had to deal with the most warlike of 
their neighbours. The king of Ava called his people to arms. During the 
rainy season they had abundant time for preparation; and Sir Archibald 
Campbell, who occupied Rangoon, felt the immediate necessity of fortifying it 
against the probable attack of a bold and perseve^-ing enemy. An enormous 
pagoda, more than three hundred feet high, became a citadel, garrisoned by a 
battalion of European troops, and the smaller Buddhist temples assumed the 
character of fortresses. During June and July the Burmese made repeated 
attacks upon the British positions, but were as constantly repelled. On the 
night of the 30th of August, when the astrologers had decided that an attack 
upon this sacred place would free the country from the impious strangers, a 
bddy of troops called Invulnerables advanced to the northern gateway. A 
terrible cannonade was opened upon these dense masses, and they fled at once 
to the neighbouring jungle. ^ ^ ■ 

The Burmese were more successful in their offensive operations in Bengal. 
Under the command of an oflicer called Maha Bandoola, the Arakan army 
advanced to Ramoo, and completely routed a detachment of native infantry. 
The alarm was so great in Calcutta that the native merchants wTre with diffi- 
culty persuaded to remain with their families, and the peasants almost uni- 
versally fled from their villages. The Burmese, however, did not advance. 
The British had taken some important places of the Burman territory, and 
Maha Bandoola was recalled by the lord of the White Elephant for the defence 
of his Golden Empire. In December Maha Bandoola brought sixty thousand 
fighting men to make one overwhelming attack upon Rangoon. Vjt seven 
days there was severe fighting. Tlic Burmese troops were repeatedly driven 
from their stockades, and at last, when they advanced on the 7th of December 
for a grand attack on the great pagoda, they were driven back into their 
intrenchments, and after severe fighting were chased into the jungle. 

In February, 1825, Sir Archibald Campbell began to move up the Irawadi 
into the interior of the Bunnan Empire. As part of his force advanced to 
attack the formidable works of Donabew, they were repulsed, and the retreat 
was so precipitate that the wounded men were not carried off. The barbarity 
in warfare of the Burmese was notorious. Tliese unfortunate men were all 
crucified, and their bodies sent floating down the river upon rafts. On the 
25th of March Sir Archibald Campbell undertook the siege of Donabew. 
For a week there had been an incessant fire from the British mortars and 
rockets, and the breaching batteries were about to be opened, when two 
Lascars, who had been taken prisoners, came to the camp, and said that the 
chiefs and all the Burmese army had fled, since Maha Bandoola had been 
killed the day before by one of the British shells. By the possession of 
Donabew the navigation of the Irawadi became wholly under British command. 

The army continued to advance, and Prome was occupied at the end of 
April. ThefT-ainy monsoo^j now set in, and there was a suspension of opera- 
tions. In th/ middle of November and beginning of December there were two 
mat battles, in the latter of whl-h the Burmese were thoroughly discomfited. 
Overtures of j^ace were now mlde, but their object was only to gain time. 
At the beginning of 1826 there (was severe fighting as the British advanced 
towards Ava. Repeated defeats and the approach of a conquering army com- 
pelled the king really to sue for peace when the British had reached Yandabu, 
only forty-five miles from the capital. The vigorous operations of j^ir Archi- 
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bald Campbell, who had defeated a lam army styled “ the retrievers of the 
king's glory,” had finally compelled the iVeaty of Yandabu, which was signet! 
on the 24th of February. By this treaty the king of Am agreed to renounce 
all claims upon the principality of Assam and its dependencies; to cede in 
perpetuity the conquered provmc(‘s of Arakan, of Yea, of Tavoy, of Mergui, 
and of Tenasseriin;- and to pay the sum of one crore of rupiees towards the 
expenses of the war. He further agreed that accredited British ministers 
should be allowed to reside at Ava; that an accredited Burmese minister 
should reside at Calcutta; and that free trade to British subjects should be 
allowed in the Burmese dominions. 

The fierce conflict of two years on the banks of the Iraw^adi presented a 
memorable example of that courage and endurance which eventually over- 
comes dangers and diflTiciilties apparently insuperable. It has been truly said 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch/ an officer engaged in this w^ar, " Perhajis there 
arc few instances on record in the history of any nation of a mere handful of 
men, with constitutions broken down by many months of previous disease and 
privation, forcing their way in the face of such difficulties, and through a 
wilderness hitherto untrodden by Europeans, to the distance of five hundred 
miles from the spot wliere they originally disembarked, tvnd ultimately 
dictating a peace within three days' march of the enemy's cajiital.” During 
tliese land operations, with all this bravery and fortitude of the little army, 
it would have been impossible to succeed without the active co-operation of 
a flotilla on the rivers. The naval assistance thus rencli'red is memorable for 
the employment of a power then for the first time introduced into w'ar — 
steam. The steam- vessel had been very useful, not merely in carrying on 
communications with despatch but in overcoming formidable resistance.’' 

During the last year of the Bunnese War the East India (Vmipany l)ecame 
engaged in a new conflict, for the fiurpose of protecting a native prince, with 
whom it was in alliance, against an usurper. Tlie rajah of Bhartpur (Bhurt- 
pore), before his death at the beginning of 1825, had declareil his son to be his 
successor, and had included him in the treaty of alliance with the company. 
Tlie nephew of the deceased prince raised a revolt against this succession. 
Many of the native princes looked on anxiously to see if the British, with the 
Burmese War on their hands would put forth any strength to maintain one of 
their devoted adherents. In the streets of Delhi the [lopiTlace had shouted, 
^‘The rule of the company is at an end.” The prince who had been expelled 
had been assured by Sir David Ochterlony that he should be supported. Lord 
Amherst was at first for non-interference. He knew that Bhartpur had been 
deemed impregnable; and he might fear that, now occupied with an enormous 
force by the usurping rajah, the same ill fortune might befall an attack upon 
the place as had befallen Lord Lake in 1805, when he was beaten from the 
city by the Jats, who had ever since regarded themselves as invincible. The 
commander-in-chief in India, Lord Combermere, in his Peninsular experience 
as Sir Stapleton Cotton, had seen what war was in its most difficult operations, 
and he could not despair of taking an Indian fortress when he recollected the 
terrible sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz. ^e had just (jpme to India 
to succeed Sir Edward Paget in the chief command. Loreft Combermere, 
upon his arrival before Bhartpur, addressed^ letter to the usurper, requesting 
hiin to send out the women and childreil who should have safe-conduct. 
This humane request was not acceded to.l On the 23rd of November the 
bombardment commenced. On the morning of the 18th of January the 
assault began at the signal givea by the explosion of a mine, which utterly 
destroyq^ the whole of the salient angle of the fortress. The British troops 



186 


THE HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA 


[1828-1885 A.D.] 

rushed in at the breaches. In two hours the whole rampart, though obstin- 
ately defended, was in their possession, and early in the afternoon the citadel 
surrendered. The formidable works of Bhartpur were destroyed; the rightful 
prince was reinstated; and the people returned to their allegiance. ^ 

REFORMS OF LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK 

The next governor-general was Lord Willianl Bentinck, who had been 

f ovemor of Madras twenty years earlier at the time of the mutiny of Vellore. 

lis seven years’ rule (from 1828 to 1835) is not signalised by any of those 
victories or extensions of territory by which chroniclers delight to measure 
the growth of empire. But it forms an epoch in administrative reform, and 
in the slow process by which the hearts of a subject population are won over 
to venerate as well as dread their alien rulers. The modem history of the 
Buitish in India, as benevolent administrators ruling the country with a single 
eye to the good of the natives, may be said to begin with Lord William Ben- 
tinck. According to the inscription upon his statue at Calcutta, from the 
pen of Macaulay, “He abolished cruel rites; he effaced humiliating distinc- 
tions; he gave, liberty to the expression of public opinion; his constant study 
it was to elevate the intellectual and moral character of the nations committed 
to his charge.” His first care on arrival in India was to restore equilibrium 
to the finances, which were tottering under the burden imposed upon them by 
the Burmese War. This he effected by reductions in permanent expenditure, 
amounting in the aggregate to one and a half millions sterling, as well as by 
augmenting the revenue from land and from the opium of Malwa. 

His two most memorable acts are the abolition of sati (suttee) and the 
suppression of the thags (thugs). At this distance of time it is difficult to 
remise the degree to which these two barbarous practices had corrupted the 
social system of the Hindus. European research has clearly proved that the 
text in the Vedcis adduced to authorise the immolation of widows was a wilful 
mistranslation. But the practice had been ingrained in Hindu opinion by 
the authority of centuries, and had acquired the sanctity of a religious rite. 
The emperor Akbar is said to have prohibited it by law, but the early English 
rulers did not dare so far to violate the traditions of religious toleration. In 
the year 1817 no less than seven hundred widows are said to have been burned 
alive in the Bengal presidency alone. To this day the most holy spots of 
Hindu pilgrimage are thickly dotted with little white pillars, each commem- 
orating a saii. In the teeth of strenuous opposition, both from Europeans 
and natives. Lord William carried the regulation in council on December 4th, 
1829, by which all who abetted saii were declared guilty of “ culpable homi- 
cide.” The honour of suppressing thagi must be shared between Lord Wil- 
liam and Captain Sleeman. Thxigi was an abnormal excrescence upon Hin- 
duism, in so far as the bands of secret assassins were sworn together by an oath 
based on the rites of the bloody goddess Kali. Between 1826 and 1835 as 
many as 1562 thags were apprehended in different parts of British India, and 
by the evidei^pe of approvei^ the moral plague spot was gradually stamped out. 

Two other/nistorical events are connected with the administration of Lord 
William Bentinck. In 1833 th4 charter of the East India Company was 
renewed for twenty years, but oily upon the terms that it should abandon its 
trade and permit Europeans tofeettle freely in the country. At the same 
time a legal or fourth member was added to the govemor^eneral’s council, 
who might not be a servant of the company, and a commission was appointed 
to revise and codify the'law. Macaulay was the first legal memlyr of the 
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council, and the first president of the law commission. In 183C it was found 
necessary to take the state of Mysore under British administration, where it 
has continued up to the present time, and in 1834 the frantic misrule of 
the rajah of Coorg brought on a short and sharp war. The rajah was per- 
mitted to retire to Benares, and the brave ancl proud inhabitants of that 
mountainous little territory decided to place themselves under the rule of the 
company; so that the omy annexation effected by Lord William Bentinck 
was “in consideration of tne unanimous wish of the people.*' 

Sir Charles (afterwards Lord) Metcalfe succeeded Lord William as senior 
member of council. His short term of office is memorable for the measure 
which his predecessor had initiated, but which he willingly carried into execu- 
tion, for giving entire liberty to the press. Public opinion in India, as well as 
the express wish of the court of directors at home, pointed to Metcalfe as the 
most fit person to carry out the policy of Bentinck, not provisionally, but as 
governor-general for a full term. Party exigencies, however, led to the 
appointment of Lord Auckland. From that date commences a new era of 
war and conquest, which may be said to have lasted for twenty years. All 
looked peaceful until Lord Auckland, prompted by his evil genius, attempted 
to place Shah Shuja upon the throne of Cabul, an attempt which ended in the 
gross mismanagement and annihilation of the garrison placed in that city. 
The disaster in Afghanistan was quickly followed by the conquest of Sind, 
the two wars in the Punjab, the second Burmese War, and last of all the 
Mutiny. Names like Gough and Napier and Colin Campbell take the places 
of Malcolm and Metcalfe and Elphinstone.^' 




CHAPTER V 

FROM THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR TO THE MUTINY 

[1835-lft')7 A.D.] 

T William Bentinck revsigned the government of India, and 

appointed to succeed him, but did not arrive at Calcutta 
un tU the following yeur. In the mean time, the administration was conducted 
by Sir Charles Metcalfe, who distinguished himself by abolishing the strict 
censorehip to which the press had till then been subjected. 

never been in a more tranquil state than at the time when 
I^rd Auckland arrived at Calcutta, in 1836, invested with the high functions 
oi^ governor-general of the British eastern empire. All then appeared to pro- 
mise a continuance of peace, and the uninterrupted progress of those improve- 
ments so steadily and effectually pursued by his predecessor; but the calm 
was not of long duration, and the attention of the government was soon 
engrossed by the affairs of Kabul, which led the British armies for the first 
time across the Indus.^ 


THE AFGHAN WAR OF 1838-1842 

On the 10th of September, 1838, Lord Auckland proclaimed in general 
orders his intention to einploy a force beyond the northwest frontier. On 
the 1st of Oo^ber he publiihed a declaration of the causes and objects of the 
war. The ostlnsible object was to replace Shah Shuja on the throne of Kabul, 
the troubles and revolutions of Jighanistan having placed the capit^ and a 
l^ge part of the countrv under Khe sway of Dost Muhamm^ Khan. Shah 
Shuja, driven frona his dominiorl, had become a pensioner of the East India 
Company, and resided in the British cantonment of Ludhiana. Dost Muham- 
med h^ in May, 1836, addressed a letter tb Lord Auckland, which conveyed 
his desire to secure the friendship of the British government. He wa^ desirous 
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of obtaining the aid of the British against Persia, whose tro^ were besieg- 
ing Herat, and to recover Peshawar from Ranjit (Runieet) Singh, the ruler 
of Punjab. The governor-general in 1837 despatched Captain Alexander 
Burnes as an envoy to Kabul. Soon after the arrival of Burnes a Russian 
envoy arrived at Kabul, who was liberal in his promises, but whose authority 
was afterwards disavowed by his government. Captain Burnes carried back 
with him a belief that Russia was meditating an attack upon British India, 
having established her inffuence in Persia; that Dost Muhammed was treacher- 
ous; and that the true way to raise a barrier against the amibition of Russia 
was to place the dethroned Shah Shuja upon the throne of Kabul, as he had 
numerous friends in the country. 

The alarm of the possible danger of a Russian invasion through Persia and 
Afghanistan led to the declaration of war against Dost Muhanimecl in the 
autumn of 1838, and to the preparation for hostilities under a govern or-gen^l 
whose declared policy, at the commencement of his rule, was to maintain Ithe 
peace which had been scarcely interrupted since the conclusion of the Burmese 
War. Unquestionably there was a panic, and under such circumstances the 
heaviest charge against Lord Auckland would have been that he remained in 
6Uj)ine indifference. 

On the 14th of February the Bengal division of the army under Sir Will- 
oughby Cotton crossed the Indus at Bukkur. The Indus is here divided into 
two channels, one of which is nearly five hundred yards in breadth. The 
passage of eight thousand men with a vast camp-train and sixteim thousand 
camels was effected without a single casualty. Sir John Cam Hobhouse, in 
moving the thanks of the house of commons to the Indian army, in February, 
1840, read a glowing description of this passage. '' It wiis a gallant sight to 
see brigade after brigade, with its martial music and its glittering arms, march- 
ing over file by file, horse, foot, and artillery, into a region as yet untrodden by 
British soldiers.” He quoted also from a periodical publication an eloquent 
allusion to the pand historical contrasts of this expedition. ” For the first 
time since the days of Alexander the Great, a civilised army had penetrated 
the mighty barrier of deserts and mountains w'hich separates Persia from 
Hindustan; and the prodigy has been exhibited to an astonished world of a 
remote island in the European seas pushing forward its mighty arms into 
the heart of Asia, and carrying its victorious standards info the strongholds 
of Mohammedan faith and the cradle of the Mughal Empire.” The Bengal 
army was preceded by a small body of troops under the orders of Shah 
Shuja, and it was followed by the Bombay division under the command of 
Sir John Keane. 

Into an almost unknown and untrodden country twenty-one thousand 
troops had entered through the Bolan pass. Sir Willoughby Cotton, with 
the Bengal column, entered this pass in the beginning of April. The passage 
of this formidable pass, nearly sixty miles in length, was accomplished in six 
days. For the first eleven and a half miles into the pass the only road is the 
bed of the Bolan river. The mountains on every side are precipitous and 
sterile; not a blade of vegetation of any kind being found, savjB m the bed 
of the stream. There was no sustenance for the camels, unl^ it were car- 
ried for their support during six days, anci thus along the whole route their 
putrefying carcases added to the obstacle^jto the advance of the army. 

The Bombay army sustained considerable loss from Baluchi freebooters 
in their passage through the Bolan pass, but the two columns were enabled 
to unite at Kandahar, and to proceed to the siege of Ghazni, under the com- 
mand of^ir John Keane. On the 22nd of July the British forces were in 
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camp before this famous city, built upon a rock, towering proudly over the 
adjacent plain. The intelligent officers of the army could not have viewed 
without deep interest this stronghold of Mohammedanism, where the tomb 
of Sultan Mahmud, the conqueror of Hindustan, was still preserved, and 
where Mohammedan priests still read the Koran over his grave. The sandal- 
wood gates of this tomb, which in 1025 had been carried off from the Hindu 
temple of Somnath in Guzerat, were to acquire a new celebrity at the close 
of this Afghan War by an ostentatious triumph, not quite so politic as that of 
the Sultan Mahmud. At Ghazni, Mohammedanism maintained its most fana- 
tical aspect. On the day before the final attack. Major Outram attempted 
with part of the shah’s contingent to force the enemy from the heights beyond 
the walls. He describes that over the crest of the loftiest peak floated the 
holy banner of green and white, surrounded by a multitude of fanatics, who 
believed they were safe under the sacred influence of the Moslem ensign. A 
shdfc having brought down the standard-bearer, and the banner being seized, 
the multitude fled panic-stricken at the proof of the fallacy of their belief. 
On the morning of the 23rd the fortress and citadel were stormed. There 
were great doubts, almost universal doubts, at home as to the policy of this 
Afghan War. There could be no doubt as to the brilliancy of this exploit. 

On the 29th of July the British army quitted Ghazni. It entered Kabul 
in triumph on the 7th of August. Shah Shuja, restored to his sovereignty, 
was once more seated in the Bala Hissar, the ancient palace of his race. Dost 
Muhammed had fled beyond the Indian Caucasus. The country appeared 
not only subjected to the new government, but tranquil and satisfied. As 
the spring and summer advanced insurrections began to break out in the 
surrounding country. Dost Muhammed had again made his appearance, and 
had fought a gallant battle with the British cavalry, in which he obtained a 

g artial victory. Despairing, however, of his power effectually to resist the 
•ritish arms, he wrote to Kabul, and delivered himself up to the envoy. Sir 
William Macnaghten, claiming the protection of his government. He was 
sent to India, where a place of residence was assigned to him on the north- 
west frontier, with three lacs of rupees (about £30,000) as a revenue. But 
the danger of the occupation of Afghanistan was not yet overpast. The 
events of November and December, 1841, and of January, 1842, were of so 
fearful a nature as scarcely to be paralleled in some of their incidents by the 
disasters of the mutiny of 1857. 

THE MASSACRE OF KABUL; THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BRITISH ARMY (1841 A.D.) 

The British at Kabul were in a condition of false security. The army 
was in cantonments, extensive, ill-defended, overawed on every side. Within 
these indefensible cantonments English l^ies, amongst whom were Lady 
Macnaghten and Lady Sale, were domesticated in comfortable houses. Sir 
Robert Sale had left Kabul in October, expecting his wife to follow him in 
a few days. The climate was suited to the English; the officers, true to their 
national cha^cter, had beqn playing cricket, riding races, fishing, shooting, 
and, when wiifter came, astonishing the Afghans with skating on the lakes. 

On the night of the 1st of November, there was a meeting of Afghan 
chiefs, who were banded togethet however conflicting might be their inter- 
ests, to make common cause against the feringhees (foreigners). One of 
these, Abdullah Khan, who had been active in his intri^es to stir up dis- 
aJOFection, had an espiecial auarrel with Bucnes, who had called him a dog, 
and had said that he woula recommend Shah Shuja to deprive the^ rebel of 
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his ears. He proposed that at the contemplated rising on the 2nd of Novem- 
ber the first overt act should be an attack on the house of Bumes. Lady 
Sale,<^ in her journal of that day, says, This morning early all was in coni- 
motion in Kabul; the sho[)s were plundered, and the people were all fighting.” 
Before daylight an Afghan who was friendly to Burnes came to report to 
him that a plot had been hatched during the night which had for its chief 
object his murder. The vizir arrived with the same warning. Burnes was 
incredulous, and refused to seek safety either in the king’s fortress-palace, 
the Bala Hissar, or in the British cantonments. A mob w'as l^fore his house. 
Perfect master of the languap of the people, he harangued them from a 
gallery. At his side stood his brother Charles, and Lieutenant Broadfoot, 
who had arrived to perform the office of military secretary to Burnes when 
he should be the higliest in place and power. The mob clamoured for the 
lives of the British officers, and Broadfoot w:us the first to fall by a shot from 
the infuriated multitude. A Mus.sulman from Kashmir, who had entered 
the liouse, sw^ore by the Koran that if they would cease firing he w'ould con- 
vey the brothers in safety to the Kuzzilbash (Persian) tort. The three 
entered the garden, wdien the bt'trayer proclaimed to the insurgents, ‘‘This 
is Seeunder Burnes.” The brothers were instantly struck down, and were 
cut to pieces by the Afghan knives. Sir Alexander Burnes, w'ho thus j)erished 
in the thirty-sixth year of his age, was of the same lamily as the great Scottish 
j)oet, his grandfather l>eing the brother of the father of Robert Burns. 

h>orn the 2nd of November to the 23rd of December, the position of the 
British at Kabul became more and more perilous. At the beginning of 
the insurrection some vigorous resolve, some demonstration of the power 
ol tlie British arms, might have ensured safety, if not ultimate triumidi. 
Tliere were tour thousand five hundred good troops in the cantonments, but 
there was no one effectually to lead them against the rebels m the city. There 
were about si\ hundred British troops in tlie Bala Hissar. General Sale 
and (ieneral Nott were expected with reinforcements, but they were tliem- 
sclves hemmed in by enemies. The alternations of hope and fear amongst 
the unhajipy residents, especially the women, are recorded m the jourinal of 
Lady Sale.^^ In the first week of December the troops in cantonments were 
threatened by the near approach of starvation. The camp followers were 
living upon the carcases of dead camels. Negotiations w^re going on with 
the Afghan chiefs for the safe retreat of the army, and for a supply of pro- 
visions. They were protracted from day to day, the Afghans requiring as a 
first condition that the forts in the neighbourhood of the cantonments should 
be given up. They vs’ere evacuated; and then the enemy looked down with 
triumphant derision upon those who, within their defenceless walls, were per- 
ishing, whilst the supplies which had been promised them were intercepted 
by a rabble from the city. Every day added to the expected difficulties of 
the retreat. The winter was setting in. On the ISth of December snow 
began to fall. Macnaghten, wearied and almost desperate amidst the bad 
faith and insulting demands of the chiefs, received on the evening of the 22nd 
a proposal from Akbar Khan, the son of Dost Muhammed, which even Elphin- 
stone, enfeebled as he was by illness and generally inapt to ^iTer a decided 
opinion, regarded as treacherous. On thelnorning of the 23rd, according to 
the proposal that had been made to hint Macnaghten, with three friends, 
Lawrence, Trevor, and Mackenzie, went oat about six hundred yards from 
the cantonment for a conference with Akbar Khan, the sirdar (the title which 
the chief assumed). In an instant they were seized from behind. Lawrence 
and Mackenzie contrived to escape. Trevor was murdered; Akbar Khan 
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rushed upon Maenaghten in the endeavour to seize and detain him. “ The 
look of wondering horror that sat upon his upturned face will not be for- 
gotten by those who saw it to their dying days,” says Kaye.® “ The only 
words he was heard to utter were, Az harae Khoda (^for God’s sake!').’^' 
Akbar Khan drew a pistol from his girdle — it was one of a pair which Mac- 
naghten had presented to him the previous day — and he shot the unarmed 
envoy through the body. Wonderful to relate, not a gun was fired from 
the British cantonments, not a soldier went forth to avenge the murder of 
the British minister. 

Major Pottinger, who now took the place of the unfortunate Macnaghten 
as political agent, exhorted the military chiefs either to fight their way to 
Jalalabad or forcibly to occupy the Bala Hissar. They preferred to capitulate. 
At a council of war on December 26th a treaty was ratified, which contained 
the humiliating conditions tliat all the guns should be left behind except six; 
that all the treasure should be given up, and 40,000 rupees paid in bills, to 
be negotiated upon the spot; and that four officers as hostages should be 
detained to ensure the evacuation of Jalalabad by General Sale. On the 6th 
of January, 1842, on a morning of intense cold, the army, consisting of four 
thousand five ^hundred fighting men and twelve thousand followers, began 
to move out of the cantonments. The order and discipline which could alone 
save an army retreating in the midst of a hostile population had no place in 
that confused mass, who were without food or fuel or shelter. Akbar Khan 
came up with a body of six hundred horsemen to demand other hostages as 
security for the evacuation of Jalalabad. On the 8th, Pottinger, Lawrence, and 
Mackenzie were placed in his hands. Akbar Khan declared that he abo came 
to protect the British and Hindus from the attacks of the Ghilzais, one of 
the most fanatic of the Mussulman tribes of Afghanistan. His a<tthority 
appears to have been exerted with all sincerity to interfere between these 
cruel assailants and their victims; but it was manifested in vain. The dis- 
organised force entered the pass of Khurd-Kabul, which for five miles is shut 
in by precipitous mountains, with a torrent rushing down the centre. On 
the hill-sides were the unrelenting Ghilzais, who shot down the fugitives 
without a chance of their being resisted or restrained. In this pass three 
thousand men are stated to have fallen. “ The ladies,” says Lady Sale,<^ “ were 
mostly travelling in kujavas (camel-panniers), and were mixed up with the 
baggage and column in the pass. Here they were heavily fired on.” Lady 
Sale, who rode on horseback, was shot in the arm. Her son-in-law was here 
mortally wounded. On the 9th, Akbar Khan, who had arrived with his three 
hostages, says Lady Sale,^ “ turned to Lawrence and said that he had a 
proposal to make, but that he did not like to do so lest his motives might be 
misconstrued; but that, as it concerned us more than himself, he would 
mention it; and that it was that all the married men, with their families, 
should come over and put themselves under his protection, he guaranteeing 
them honourable treatment, and safe escort to Peshawar.” Lawrence and 
Pottinger urged the acceptance of this proposal upon General Elphinstone. 
There were tgi women and thirteen or more children; six married men went 
with them, wftfci two wounded officers. It was better to trust to Akbar Khan 
for the protection of these helpbjss women and children than to continue 
their exposure to the attacks of fie cruel tribes whom the sirdar could not 
restrain, and to the horrors of a continued march in a most inclement season. 

On the 10th of January the small remnant of the force that had left Kabul 
on the 6th continued its march towards J(alalabad. The native regiments 
were nearly annihilated by cold and hunger and the Afghan knife. The frost- 
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bitten Asiatics, who still crawled to a narrow defile, were unable to make 
any resistance. The dying and the dead soon choked up the narrow gorro 
between the precipitous spurs of two hills. There was now not a sini^e 
sepoy left. Not more than a quarter of the men who had left Kabul now 
survived. The European officers and soldiers scarcely numbered five hun- 
dred. They would- have fought with the energy of desperation, but they 
were hemmed in by the crowd of camp-followers, who from the first had 
rendered their march as dangerous as the assaults of their enemies. The 
next day Akbar Khan invited General Elphinstone and two English officers. 
Brigadier Shelton and Captain Johnson, to a conference. The sirdar required 
that the three should remain as hostages for the evacuation of Jalalabad. 
Elphinstone implored the Afghan to permit him to return and share the for- 
tune of his troops. The two officers were ecjually unwilling to leave their 
(loomed comrades. 

But resistance was in vain. On the evening of the 12th the march was 
resumed. They had to struggle with the dangers of the Jagdalak pass, in 
which the steep road ascends through a dark defile. As they approached 
the summit they found a barricade of bushes and branches of trees. Here 
the relentless enemy was in waiting. A general massacre ensued, in which 
many of the remaining officers perished. Twenty officers and forty-five 
European soldiers were able to clear the barricade. The next morning they 
were surrounded by an infuriated multitude. They were as one to a hun- 
dred; most of them were wounded; but they were resolute not to lay down 
their arms. 

. They all perished except one captain and a few privates, who were taken 
prisoners. Out of those who had been in advance of the column in the pass, 
SIX reached Futiehabad, within sixteen miles of Jalalabad. These last com- 
j^anions in misery were three captains, one lieutenant, and two regimental 
surgeons. Five were slain before the sixteen miles were traversed. General 
Sale’s brigade had held possession of Jalalabad from the morning of the 13th 
of November, when they took the place from the Afghans by surprise. 
From time to time they heard rumours of the perilous position of the British 
force in Kabul. At last a letter, addressed to Captain MacGregor, the poli- 
tical agent, arrived from Elphinstone and Pottinger, stating that an agree- 
ment having taken place for the evacuation of Kabul, they should immedi- 
ately commence their inarch to India. In the absence of any security for 
the safe conduct of the troops to Peshawar, they resolved to disobey these 
instructions, and not to surrender the fort, whose defences they had been 
assiduously labouring to improve. On the 13th of January a sentry on the 
ramparts saw a solitory horseman struggling on towards the fort. He was 
brought in, wounded and exhausted. The one man who was left to tell the 
frightful tale of the retreat from Kabul was Doctor Brydon. 

THE RECONQUEST OF JALALABAD AND KABUL (l842 A.D.) 

The refusal of Sale and MacGregor to surrender Jalalabad was that heroic 
determination to face the danger which in almbst every cake makes the 
danger less. Akbar Khan lost no time in besieging Jalalabad. Sale had well 
employed his enforced leisure in repairing tie ruinous ramparts and clearing 
out the ditch. He had made the place secure against the attack of an army 
without cannon. But the garrison was not secure against the approach of 
famine. Akbar Khan with a larg^body of horse was hovering around to pre- 
vent the admission of supplies. On the 19th of February a serious miMor- 
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tune called forth new energies in these resolute men. An earthquake to a 
great extent rendered the labour vain which had been so long employed in 
the repairs of the works. By the end of the month the parapets were restored, 
the breaches built up, and. every battery re-established. At the close of 
March, being at the last extremity for provisions, the garrison made a sortie, 
and carried off five hundred sheep and goats. It was known to Sir Robert 
Sale that General Pollock was advancing to his relief. The time was come 
when a vigorous attack on the enemy without might have better results than 
a protracted defence. On the morning of the 7th of April three columns of 
infantry, with some field artillery and a small cavalry force, issued from the 
walls of Jalalabad to attack Akbar Khan, who with six thousand men was 
strongly posted in the adjacent plain. 

Every point attacked by the three columns was carried, and the victory 
was completed by a general assault upon the Afghan camp. In a few hours 
the battle was over. Tw'o days before this victory General Pollock had 
forced the Khyber pass. On the 16th of April Pollock's advanced guard was 
in sight of Jalalabad; and the two little armies were united in the exulting 
hope that it would be for them to retrieve the disasters which had befallen 
the British arms. Lord Elleiiborough had arrived at Calcutta as governor- 
general on the 25th of February. The close of Lord Auckland’s rule in India 
was clouded with misfortunes which fell heavily upon a proud and sensitive 
man. His policy was proved to be a mistake. Nothing in the annals of 
Great Britain had ever exhibited so disastrous an issue to a war undertaken 
in the confidence that it would avert the possibilily of an impending danger. 
When, on the 80th of January, the utter destruction of the army of Kabul 
was known at Calcutta, the governor-general published a proclamation con- 
taining brave words. A new governor-general had arrived, who, twpointed 
by a new administration, had been amongst the most vehement denouncers of 
the Afghan War. 

The successes of Sale and Pollock had renewed the confidence of the 
British in India that the storm would soon be overpast. They had inter- 
rupted the hopes of those native powers who believed that the rule of the 
Feringhees ’’ was coming to an end. Shah Shuja had been for some time 
able to maintain himself in the citadel of Kabul after he had been left to his 
own resources. He finally perished by assassination. 

The English ladies, children, and officers, who were treated as prisoners 
rather than as hostages, were carried from fort to fort. General Elphinstone 
died at Tezoon on the 23rd of April. At the end of April, General England 
had forced the principal pass between Juettah and Kandahar; and early in 
May had joined his forces to those of General Nott at Kandaliar. Ghazni, 
which was in the possession of the Afghans, was recaptured by him on the 
6th of September, (ieneral Pollock had been detained by sickness and other 
impediments at Jalalabad to the end of August. He then fought his way 
through the passes, and was joined by General Nott. 

On the 15th of September the British standard was flying on the Bala 
Hissar of Kabul. The prisoners of Akbar Khan had been hurried towards 
Turkestan. 1 he khan who^ had charge of them agreed with the English officers, 
for the future payment of a sum of rupees and an annuity, that he would 
assist them to regain their freeAm. The advance of the army upon Kabul 
secured the aid of other chieftains. On the 15th of September, the hostages, 
the ladies, and the children had quitted the forts of the friendly khan, and 
were proceeding toward Kabul, when, on the 17th, they were met by a party 
of six hundred mounted Kuzzilbashes, under the command of Sir Richmond 
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Shakespear, who had been sent by General Pollock to rescue them from their 
perils. On the 19th a horseman met the party alternating between hofie and 
fear, to say that General Sale was close at hand with a brigade. The hus- 
band and the father met his wife and widowed daughter. Their happiness [)ro- 
duced “ a choking sensation, which could not obtain the relief of tears.” The 
soldiers cheered; a royal salute from mountain-train guns welcomed them to 
the camp; the joy was proportioned to the terrible dangers that were over- 
past. On the 1st of October a proclamation was issued from Simla by liOrd 
Ellenborough, which stated that the disasters in Afghanistan having been 
avenged upon every scene of past misfortune, the iWitish army would be 
withdrawn across tho Sutlej. On the 12th of October the army began its 
march back to India. Dost Muhamnied was released, and returned to his 
sovereignty at Kabul. 

Of the proclamation dated from Simla on the 1st of October there wa#? 
much adverse notice in [)arliament. Mr. Macaulay maintained that it was 
antedated; for that on the 1st of October the release of the captives on the 
10th of September could not have been known to the governor-general; and 
that know’ing of this joyful event on the 12th he omitted all mention of it, 
that he might have the childish gratification of insulting his predecessor in 
the vice-royalty, by dating on the same day on which, in 183S, Lord Auck- 
land had publislied his unfortunate declaration of the causes and objects of 
the war. But there was another proclamation by Lord Ellenborough w'hich 
his ministerial friends could scarcely vindicate, and which brought down u[)on 
him the bitterest denunciations of his political enemies. It was as follows: 

FUOM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL TO ALL THE PRINCES, AND CHIEFS, AND 

PE0ri.E OF INDIA 

Mv UUOTIIEUS AND My Frienus: 

Our victorious army bears the gato^ of Ibe teiiiplo of Somnautb in triumph froru Alglmn- 
istan, and tho despoiled tomb of Sultan Mubammed [Maliuiud] looks upon the ruiuM of 
Gha/mi Tlie insult of eight hundred years is at last avenged The gates of the temple of 
Somnath, so long the memorial of your humiliation, are liecome tho jiroiidest record of your 
national glory, the ])roof of }our superiority in urnis over the nations beyond the Indus. To 
you, princes and chiefs of Hirhind, of Rajwarra, of Malwa, and of Guzeriit, I shall commit this 
glorious tr()])hy of successful war You will yourselves, with all honour, transmit the gates of 
sandal- wood through your rosjiective territories to the restored tcmjile of Somnath. The chiefs 
of Sirhind shall be inlonued at what tune our victorious army will first deliver the gates of the 
temple into their guardianship, at the foot of the bridge of the Sutlej. 


The Hindu temple of Somnath was in ruins, and it was maintained by 
those to whom the pompous words of the proclamation were distasteful, that 
the governor-general meant to restore it, and thus to manifest a preference 
for one of the great rival creeds of India — a preference which the policy of 
England expressly forbade. This might be a wrong inference from tne words 
of the proclamation. But to despoil the tomb of a worshipper of Mohammed, 
that honour might be done the worshippers of Vishnu, was to offer an out- 
rage to those sensibilities which more than any other cause made and still 
make the British rule in India so like treading on tihds of lava. 

THE CONQUEST OF diND 

In Trafalgar Square, under the shadow of the Nelson Column, is a statue 
of “Charles James Napier, General.” The inscription bears that it was 
‘'erected by Public Subscription, the most numerous Contributors being 
Private Soldiers.” This renowned warrior is ordinarily termed Conqueror of 

H. W. — VOL. XXII. L 
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Sind. He had also a claim to be recorded ajs a benefactor of mankind in his 
successful endeavour to make his conquest a source of good to the conquered 
people. He was the just and beneficent administrator of Sind.® 

The country of Sind constitutes the most western limit of India along 
the southern course of the Indus. It was conquered by the Mohammedans 
in the commencement of the eighth century, and was retained as a depend- 
ency of Persia until its subjugation by Mahmud Ghazni. Upon the downfall 
of his dynasty, the Sumras, a race of chiefs of Arab extraction, established 
themselves as independent rulers of the country, until they were dispossessed 
by the Sumas, who were Hindus, and who professed a nominal fealty to the 
Pathan sovereigns of Delhi. In the reign of Akbar, Sind became more inti- 
mately attached to the Mughal Empire; but the government of the pro- 
vince was usually entrusted to native chiefs, whose degree of subordination 
was regulated by the ability of the court of Delhi to compel obedience. 

Towards the close of tlie seventeenth century, the Kalhoras, a race of 
religious teachers who pretended to derive their origin from the Abassid Caliphs, 
and who converted their reputation for sanctity into an engine of worldly 
aggrandisement, had become possessed of extensive territory in Sind, and 
usurped an ascendancy in its government, which was legalised in the reign 
of Muhammed Shah of Delhi by the appointment of NurMuhammed Kalhora 
as subahdar of Tatta. The vicegerent of Sind was speedily relieved from his 
dependance upon Delhi, but was compelled to pay tribute to the conqueror, 
N^ir Shah. The death of that prince dissolved the connection with Persia; 
but the new sovereign of Afghanistan claimed the like supremacy over the 
country, and Sind became, nominally at least, subject to Kabul. The Baluchi 
tribes acquired a leading influence in the affairs of Sind. The '^Ipur chief 
Path Ali finally established the authority of his family in Sind. This power 
he shared with his three brothers, Ghulam Ali, Karm Ali, and Murad Ali.g 
On the death of Fath Ali in 1801 the three continued to rule together; 
and when Ghulam Ali was killed in 1811 the duumvirate remained supreme; 
but on the death of Karm Ah in 1828 and Murad Ali a few years later, the old 
system was revived, and a government of four again instituted. Such was 
the state of things when British relations with the province [and with these 
mirs or amirs of Sind] had become necessarily an urgent consideration, owing 
to the Afghan expedition of 1838. During this crisis of Anglo-Indian history, 
the political officers in Sind and Baluchistan had a difficult task to perform, 
and it is infinitely to their credit that more mischief did not ensue in these 
countries from the many and heavy British disasters in the north.^ 

Whatever were the relations of these rulers to the people whom they mis- 
governed, the British authorities in India had repeatedly entered into treaties 
with them, and in the treaty of 1820 these words were used: “The two con- 
tracting parties mutually bind theuaselves from generation to generation never 
to look with the eye of covetousness on the possessions of each other.” But 
the passage of troops through Sind was necessary for carrying on the war 
with Afghanistan. The amirs remonstrated, but were compelled to peld. 
Something* more was r^uired by a subsequent treaty. Karachi and Tatta 
were ceded to the Britisn, with power to station troops there; and the free 
navigation of the Indus was stipulated as another condition of Great Britain’s 
friendship. At an earlier period some of the amirs had expressed their fears 
that Sind was gone — the English have seen the river.” After the British 
had withdrawn from Ghuznee, and w^en the terror of their name was no 
longer sufficient to command a compliance with enforced engagements, the 
amirs began to manifest hostile designs. Sir Charles Napier, h^ing learned 
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that they had assembled an army of twenty-five thousand men, resolved 
upon a mrect and immediate act of hostility, instead of allowing them to 
gain time by delays and negotiations. Boldness and promptitude in this 
short war effected more than unlimited reinforcements. Emaun-Ghur, in 
the desert of Baluchistan, was a stronghold where the mercenaries of the 
amirs could gather together, safe from pursuit. Napier resolved to attack 
this fortress, whither upon bis approach a large body of troops were march- 
ing. 

On the night of the 5th of January, 1843, he commenced a perilous adven- 
lure. With three hundred and sixty of the 22iid Queen’s regiment on camels, 
with two hundred of the ir- 
regular cavalry, with ten 
camels laden with provisions 
and with eighty carrying 
water, he set forth to tra- 
verse the arid waste, defy- 
ing the armed bands on every 
side. After a few days the 
camels which drew the how- 
itzers were unable to drag 
them over the sand-hills, and 
tlie unshrinking Irish soldiers 
took their place. When the 
fortress, which no European 
eye had before seen, was 
reached, it was found de- 
serted. The governor had 
fled with his treasure, but he 
had left immense stores ot 
ammunition behind. Napier 
resolved to destroy Emaun- 
Ghur; and having 
mined it in twenty- 
four places, by a 
simultaneous ex- 
plosion all the Alahod-dben gateway, Delui 

mighty walls of the 

square tower, which stood as it were the monarch of the vast solitude, 
crumbled into atoms, and the wild bands who went forth to plunder and 
harass the populous Sind, liad to retire still further into the desert. Napier 
and his hardy companions, after undergoing great privations on their march 
back by a different route, rejoined the main army on the 23rd near Hyder- 
abad. 

Battle of Miani (ISJfJ a.d.) 

The British resident at Hyderabad was Major Outram. On the 12th of 
February, the amirs with one exception, the amir of Khairpur, signed the 
treaty which in the previous December had 'been tendered to them, and 
which, as was to have been expected from its hard conditions, they had evaded 
signing. This was Lord Ellenborough’s final treaty,” which Napier was 
to have imposed upon them by an immense force. The day after the sign^ 
ture Major Outram was attacked in the residency by eight thousand Baluchis- 
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He had only a hundred foot-soldiers with him. In the river, however, there 
were two war steamers. To these he effected his retreat, by presenting a 
bold front to his assailants, whilst the guns of the steamers swept the flanks 
of the pursuers. With the loss only of three men killed and two wounded the 
gallant officer joined the main army under Napier, which consisted of four 
hundred British of the 22nd, and two thousand two hundred sepoys and 
other native troops. The 22nd were under thetcommand of Colonel Penne- 
father, a name of renown in the Crimean War. The artillery consisted of 
twelve guns. With this force the battle of Miani was fought on the 17th of 
February. On this day Napier wrote in his journal, “It is my first battle 
as a commander: it may be my last. ^ At sixty, that makes little difference; but 
my feelings are, it shall be do or die.” Whatever deeds have been done by 
heroic Englishmen under the inspiration of duty, never was there a greater 
deed of warfare than the victory of Miani, which was won by two thousand 
six hundred men against twenty-two thousand. 

The Baluchis were posted on a slope behind the bed of the river Fulailee, 
which was for the most part dry. The half-mile between the two armies was 
rapidly passed; the bed of the river was crossed; up the slope ran the 
intrepid 22nd, and from the ridge looked down upon the Baluchis “ thick as 
standing corn.” The Baluchis covering their heads with their large dark 
shields, and waving their bright swords in the sun, rushed with frantic ges- 
tures upon the front of the 22nd. The Irish soldiers, with shouts as loud 
and shrieks as wild and fierce as theirs, met them with the bayonet, and says 
Sir William Napier,/ “ sent their foremost masses rolling back in blood.” The 
native infantry came upj the artillery took a commanding position, and 
mowed down the Baluchis with round-shot and canister. Upgn the slope 
went on the deadly conflict for three hours, the assailants rushing upwards 
against an enemy who resolutely held his ground, the gaps in his ranks beings 
closed up as fast as they were made. The result was at one time uncertain. 
The greater number of the European officers were killed or wounded. Napier 
was in the thick of the fight, and though surrounded by enemies was unharmed. 
Like Nelson, his daring was his safety; but then it was under the direction of 
his genius. He saw, what the eye only of a great commander can see, the 
opportunity for closing a doubtful struggle by one decisive blow. He 
ordered a charge of cavalry. Defying the guns on the top of the ridge, the 
chosen band of horsemen charged right into the enemy’s camp. Those who 
had so long stood firm on the bill fell into confuoion. The 22nd and the 
sepoys gained the ridge, and drove the Baluchis over. The mighty host of 
the amirs was thus beaten by a handful of troops led on to victory by one 
who had gained his experience in the great battles of the peninsula; by one 
who knew that large masses of men, however brave and strong, are com- 
paratively weak unless their movements are directed by some master-mind, 
bold in the conception of his plans, cool in their execution, and having all the 
resources of strategy at his command at the instant when all would be lost 
by ignorance or incertitude. 

Sir Chai’les Napier Ibllowed up his victory the next day by a message 
sent into Hyderabad that he would storm the city unless it surrendered. 
Six of the amirs came out, and|laid their swords at his feet. There was another 
enemy yet unsubdued — Shere Muhammed of Mirpur. On the 24th of March 
Napier, who had been reinforced and had now five thousand troops, attacked 
this chief who had come with twenty {thousand Baluchis before the walls 
of Hyderabad to recover the city. It was a hard earned victory, which wm 
followed up by the British occupation of Mirpur. The spirit of the Baluchis 
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was so broken that after two slight actions in June, when Shere Muhamnied 
was routed and fled into the desert, the war was at an end. 

Sind was annexed to the British possessions, and Sir Charles Napier was 
appointed its governor. He ruled the country for four years. He saw the 
great natural resources of Sind, and he led the way in rendering them avail- 
able for commercial purposes by costly public works. The great branch of 
the Indus was opened to restore the fertility of Cutch. A gigantic pier was 
constructed at Karachi, by which a secure harbour was formed; and now the 
port is connected with the Indus by a railway. He made the revenue of the 
province sufficient to support the expenditure for its civil and political admin- 
istration. But above all, he made the native population prosperous and con- 
tented under the British rule. 

The state of the people under his wise government is thus descril>ed by Sir 
William Na]jier,/ the historian of the Sind War: '^The labourer cultivates in 
security his land; the handicraftsman, no longer dreading mutilation of his 
nose or ears for demanding remuneration for his work, is returning from the 
countries to which he had fled, allured back by good wages and employment. 
Young girls are no longer torn from their families to fill the zenan:is of the 
great , or sold into distant slavery. The Hindu merchant and Parsee trafficker 
pursue their vocation with safety and confidence; and even the proud 
Baluchi warrior, not incapable of noble sentiments, though harsh and savage, 
Tcriiains content with a government which has not medclled with his right of 
sul)sistence, but onlj’’ changed his feudal ties into a peaceful and warlike 
(lcji(‘iidence. He has, moreover, become personally attached to a coiapjeror 
wlif,se prowess he has felt in battle, and whose justice and generosity he has 
e\p(Tienced in i)eace.” 

The clo.se of the year 1843 was marked by another great military success 
in India. The state of (fwalior was in 1804 placed under the protection of 
the British government. The successor of the rajah who died in 1843 was a 
minor, and a regent was appointed, with the approbation of the goveriior- 
genei'al. The regent wiis expelled by the Muhrattas, and the British resident 
was insulted. Lord h]llenbo rough, to whom war appeared a noble pastime 
in which an amateur might laudably indulge, immediately sent Sir Hugh Hough 
from Agra with fourteen thousand troops; and on the 29th of December he 
loiight the battle of Maharajpur, when the Mahrattiis were defeated with 
great loss. On the same day, Major-General Grey also defeated the Mahrattas 
at Piinniar. The usurping government immediately submitted, and the strong 
lortress of Gwalior was occupied by a British governor. These warlike pro- 
ceedings, however brilliant and successful, were not acceptable to the majority 
in the direction of the East India Company. ^ [In the next year they recalled 
Lord Ellenborough.] 


SIR HENRY HARDINGE AND THE WAR WITH THE SIKHS 

Sir Henry Hardinge, who had served with great (Jistinction in the Penin- 
sular War, and at the famous battle of Waterloo, where he had the misfortune 
to lose his left arm, arrived at Calcutta in July, 1844, and began his govern- 
ment by such measures as were most likely to maintain peace, and advance 
the civilisation of the country. 

Soon after his arrival he published a document stating that, in all appoint- 
ments to public offices throughout 3engal, preference would be given to 
those among the candidates who had been ^ucated in the government schoob^ 
especially towsuch as had distinguished themselves by their attainment; and 
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this regulation was to apply to the subordinate as well as to the higher situ- 
ations; BO that in appointing a public officer, even of the lowest grade, a 
man who can read and write is preferred to one who cannot. But Sir Henry’s 
pacific intentions were speedily frustrated, and he was compelled by circum- 
stances to engage in a war, the final result of which not only extended the 
British dominion in India, but was probably also the means of preserving it.*> 
Although seceders in some respects from tke orthodox religion of the 
Hindus, the Sikhs retain so many essential articles of the Brahmanical faith, 
that they may be justly classed among the Hindu races. In the original 
institution, the Sikhs were a religious community, who, in consonance with 
the benevolent objects of their founder, Nanak Shah, a native of the Punjab, 
proposed to abolish the distinctions of caste, and to combine Hindus and 
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Moliammedans in a form of theistical devotion, derived from the blended 
abstractions of Sufiism and the Vedanta, and adapted to popular currency 
by the dissemination of the tenets which it inculcated, in hymns and songs 
composed in the vernacular dialects. These still constitute the scriptural 
authority, the Adi Granth, “ the book ” of the Sikhs. The doctrines and the 
influence of the teachers gave a common faith to the hardy and intrepid 
population of the uppe^ part of the Punjab, and merged whatever distinctive 
appellations they previously possessed in the new general designation of 
“Sikhs,” or “disciples,” which thenceforth became their national denomi- 
nation. 

As their numbers increased, they attracted the notice of the Moham- 
medan rulers, and were subjected to the ordeal of persecution. They had 
recourse to arms: under a succession Qf military leaders, the sword became 
inseparably associated in their creed with the book; and their ranks were 
recrui^ by fugitives from political disorder and fiscal oppression, who- 
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readily adopted a faith which made but trifling demands upon their belief, 
and (lifTerea in few material points from that which they professed. Com- 
munity of danger became the bond of both a religious and a social organi- 
sation, and a nation grew out of a sect. As the birth-place of their founder 
Nanak, and of the teacher who in a still greater degree gave to the Sikhs their 
characteristic peculiarities, Guru Govind Singh was the Pimjab, it was there 
that they congregated an(J became organised, in spite of the efforts of the 
viceroys of Lahore for their suppression, until they had become masters of 
the whole of the country from tne Sutlej to the Indus.^ 

Sir A. Lyall ^ colls attention to the fact that an insurrectionary move- 
ment is always particularly dangerous if it takes a religious complexion.” 
The Sikhs regarded their first prophet as having suffered martyrdom, and 
there had been engendered in their minds an abidmg hatred of Islam 
because of the persecution to which they had been subjected by the later 
Mughal emperors. Although they were repeatedly and severely punishfid, 
they as often rose up again against their oppressors. Ahmed Shah over- 
threw them with great slaughter in 1761 ; yet a year later they retaliated by 
killing his governor at Sirhind ; and in 1764 they revolted at Kandahar. 
Ahmed Shah, however, managed to retain a fairly firm control over the 
Punjab to the time of his death in 1773 ; but his successors were less power- 
ful, and the Sikh confederation became stronger and stronger.® 

RANJIT SINGH OF LAHORE 

Ran lit Singh was about twelve years old when the death of his father, in 
1792, leit him in possession of a large territory, of which his mother assumed 
the government during his minority; and being an ambitious, unprincipled 
woman, she entirely neglected the education of her son, as a means of retain- 
ing her own power; so that the boy was not even taught to read or write. 
She became, at length, so unpopular that she was assassinated — some say 
with the connivance of her son, who assumed the government at the age of 
seventeen, a short time before the fall of Tipu Sahib. • 

It happened that young Ran jit had improved the opportunity to per- 
form some service for Shah Zaraan, king of the Afghans, who m return 
invested him with the government of Lahore [1798]; and after the dethrone- 
ment of that monarch, Ran jit asserted his independence, and with the gen- 
eral consent of the Sikhs took the title King of Lahore, and soon established 
his authority over the whole of the Punjab. 

Ran jit Singh, being anxious to keep on friendly terms with the British 
government, concluded a treaty with an envoy sent to his court for that pur- 
pose, by which he agreed not to attempt to extend his territories to the east, 
beyond the boundary of the Sutlej river; but this treaty did not limit his 
ambition in other directions; and during the civil wars of the Afghans that 
followed the dethronement of Shah Shuja, he made great additions to his 
kingdom, both on the south and the west. The unfortunate Shuja, when he 
fled from Kabul, had at first sought shelter at Lahtre, where he^was detained 
for some time as a prisoner, and compelled to give up all the jewels; so that 
Ranjit Singh became, in 1813, the possessor of the famous diamond Koh-i-nun 
which signifies “ the mountain of light.^* The murder of Fatteh Khan, and 
the consequent breaking up of the .fighan monarchy, opened the way for the 
further aggrandisement of the king of Lahore, who crossed the Indus, and 
thus possessed himself of PeshawaV; about the same time he became master 
of the beautiful valley of Kashmir [1819]. 



152 THE HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA 

[1845 ▲.!>.] 

THE SUCCESSORS OF RANJIT SINGH 

The death of Ranjit Singh, in June, 1839, deprived the English of a pow- 
erful ally, and the eastern nations of one of tlieir greatest rulers. This illus^ 
trious prince, the founder of a vast empire, which was destined to fall with 
him to whom it owed its rise, was succeeded by his son, Kharrak Singh, who 
survived him but a few months. The funeral obsequies of the latter were 
celebrated with the sacrifice of one of his wives,* and on the same day his 
son and successor, Nihal, was accidentally killed by the falling of a beam, as 
he wiis passing under a gateway on his elephant. This event gave rise to 
much confusion in the state, as there was no direct heir to the crown; and 
one party supported Dhian Singh, who had been Ran jit’s chief minister; 
while the opposite faction proclaimed Shir Singh, another prince of the 
family. Such was the state of affairs in the Punjab during the early part of 
thV Afghan War, and consequently the Sikhs were too much occupied with 
their own troubles to afford that efficient aid which had been expected from 
the friendly alliance that had subsisted between the British government and 
the late monarch, Ranjit Singh. 

The British government took no part in the dissensions that followed the 
death of Kharrak Singh, but maintained a friendly intercourse with Shir Singh 
in order to secure for the troops in Afghanistan a free passage through the 
Punjab, from Kabul to British India. The condition of the country was at 
this time extremely wretched. The great Sikh army — which had been organ- 
ised by Ranjit Singh on the European system, and which in his time had been 
a powerful force, commanded by European officers — was now disbanded; 
the roads were infested^ with banditti, who plundered the villages with 
impunity, and in many instances set them on fire; so that the ^niserable 
])easants were wandering about everywhere, without the means of procuring 
food or shelter, while the government was too weak to afford them protection, 
and the king was regarded in the light of a usurper by many of the greatest 
nobles of the kingdom. 

Shir Singh, however, maintained his seat on the throne until the month 
of September, 1843, when he was assassinated by some of the chiefs in his 
gardens, during the celebration of a public festival; his son shared the same 
late. The citadhl of Lahore was then seized by the conspirators; Dhian 
Singh, the minister, was shot, and the wives and children of the murdered 
princes were barbarously massacred. But the success of the insurgents was 
of short duration, for they were defeated before the close of the same day by 
the opposite faction, who captured their leader, and placed on the throne 
Dhuleep (Dhalip) Singh, a boy only seven years of age, said to be a son of 
the great Ranjit. The government was conducted by the minister Heera 
Singh, but the country remained in a very unsettled and miserable condition. 

The rani, or queen-mother, who acted as regent for her son, disliked the 
minister, Heera Singh. He was murdered in a rebellion of the soldiers, of 
which she was believed to be the instigator, in the beginning of 1845; after 
which her o^m brother J^wahir, who had headed the insurrection, was made 
prime minister, and remained in power till the end of the year, when another 
revolution took place, and he met with a fate similar to that of his prede- 
cessor. The confusion and misrule that prevailed at Lahore, and certain 
indications of a hostile disposition towards the British government, induced 
the governor-general to send several regiments to the frontiers, to protect 
the British possessions in case of iiivasioii, but with a full determination not 
to go to war unless the safety of the empire was endangered. The troops 
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were stationed on the banks of the Sutlej, which is the largest of the streams 
that flow into the Indus, and forms the eastern boundary of the Punjab, 
separating that country from the British territories. 

While the governor-general was thus preparing for a war in the north of 
India, Sir Charles Napier was earning fresh laurels in Sind, where the British 
authority was still resisted by some of the mountain tribes, whose depreda- 
tions in the districts around the locality prevented the establishment of good 
order, and acted as a chftck upon the industry of the peaceful inhabitants. 
[In January, 1845, Sir Charles succeeded in reducing them to submission.] 


URST SIKH WAR (lS45“18f6 A.D.) 


In the mean time, the signs of a war with the Sikhs were growing more 
manifest, till at length little doubt could be entci tamed that they were con- 


templating an attack 
on the British terri- 
tories. Although the 
rani and her ministers 
pretended to the Brit- 
ish a uthorities that the 
liostilc movements of 
the troops were not 
s inctioned by them, it 
Ts well known they en- 
( ouraged the invasion 
as a means of ridding 
themselves of a turbu- 
lent soldiery, of whom 
they were in perpetual 
lee r. In short, the war 
was determined upon 
at Lahore, and the 
Sikh army, consisting 
of not less than fifty 
thousand warlike men 
furnished with one 
hundred and eight 
pieces of artillery, and 
well trained in the 
European system of 
warfare, advanced 



toward the Sutlej, in 
hostile array. It ap- 
pears to have been an tempul am> uoyai. stPuixinKE at maduua 


unprovoked aggression 

on the part of the Sikhs; and as they sought the war without a reasonable 
jiretext of quarrel or complaint, they are not entitled to that* degree of com- 
passion which the result would otherwise have called forth. The greatest 


cause of regret is that many valuable lives w^ere sacrificed in the contest. 

The Sikhs began to cross the river on the 11th of December, and took up 
a position at Ferozshaw, a village about ten miles from the populous town 
of Firozpur, and an equal distakice from the village of Mudki, the British 
headquarters. Orders had been sent to the troops at Ambala to join the 
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army without delay; and by forced marches, they performed the journey 
(one hundred and hhy miles), along heavy roads of sand, in six days, suf- 
fering greatly from fatigue and thirst, as no water was to be procur^ on 
the way. 

On their arrival at Mudki, on the 18th of December, they found the enemy 
was then advancing in order of battle, and though nearly worn out with toil 
they had scarcely one hour to rest and refresh themselves, before the action 
commenced. It lasted from three o’clock in the miming till some time after 
nightfall, for the Sikhs fought with the utmost bravery, and it was not with- 
out considerable loss on tlie part of the British that they were at length 
driven from the field, leaving behind them seventeen of their guns, which 
had been captured during the engagement, and some thousands of their 
fallen comraaes. Among the distinguished officers who fell at the battle of 
Mudki, was Sir Robert Sale, who with his wife had lately returned to India, 
having been in England since his memorable campaign in Afghanistan. 

After this defeat the Sikhs returned to Ferozshaw where, for three days, 
they occupied themselves in raising strong intrenchments around their camp, 
which, on the 21st of December, was attacked by Sir Hugh Gough, who had 
been reinforced by a detachment of troops from Firozpur. This was a more 
severe conflict than that at Mudki, for the Sikhs had the advantage of firing 
from behind their batteries, which could not be destroyed without a fright- 
ful sacrifice of life. Ere the close of day, however, this was partially effected; 
but the issue of the battle was still uncertain, for while it was yet raging, 
the night set in, and obliged the combatants to ce«‘ise for awhile their deadly 
strife. It was very cold and dark. The weary soldiers, without food or 
extra covering, lay down among their dead and dying companions, exposed 
to the cannonading of the enemy, which was kept up during the who^a night; 
when daylight appeared, the attack was renewed, the enemy put to flight, 
and the camp taken. 

Seventy-three pieces of cannon were captured in this engagement. But 
the victors had scarcely congratulated each other on their success, when a 
fresh army was seen advancing, led by one of the chiefs who had just fled; 
and the British troops had to begin a fresh battle under all the disadvantages 
of exhausted strength and spirits. By exertions almost superhuman, this 
second army was •put to flight, some of the chiefs killed, and the British 
remained masters of the camp, in which were found stores of grain and ammu- 
nition, both of which were greatly needed. The whole force of the Sikhs 
who had taken the field is estimated at about sixty thousand; while that of 
the British did not amount to more than twenty thousand, or one-third the 
number of their opponents. 

The Sikhs had retired to the other side of the Sutlej, and were assembling 
again in great force; so that it was evident that another battle would soon 
take place. They formed a solid bridge of boats across the river, over which 
they came in parties, on plundering expeditions; and about the middle of 
January, 1846, established a camp within the bounds of the British terri- 
tory, where they soon mus^red to the amount of about twenty thousand. 
The position tney occupied was opposite the wealthy and populous city of 
Ludhiana, and Major-General Sir Harry Smith was despatched from the main 
army with a body of troops to unite with those remaining there for the pur- 
pose of repeUing any attacks in that quarter. The enemy was posted so as 
to intercept his march, and the two armies met at the village of Aliwal, which 
has given its name to one of the most memo(rable battles recorded in the his- 
tory of British India. 



FROM THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR TO THE MUTINY 155 

[1846 A.D.] 

The battle of Aliwal was fought on the 28th of Janua^, 1846, and ended 
in a complete victory over the enemy, whose loss was terrific; for, in addition 
to the many hundred slain in the combat, great numbers perished in their 
despairing efforts to make their way across tlie river. Rich shawls and gold 
bracelets in abundance fell into the hands of tlie victors. The immediate con- 
sequence of this engagement was that the whole of the territory on tlie left 
bank of the Sutlej subjnitted to the British government, and the Lahore 
troops evacuated every fort that they had held on that side of the river. 

But the main body of the Sikh army was still encamped on tlie opposite 
side of their fortified bridge at the village of Sobraon, and yet nuinTbered 
about thirty thousand men, while it had seventy pieces of cannon remaining; 
added to which, they occupied a fort that was very strongly fortified; so 
that the British troops had before them the prospect of another sanguinary 
engagement. 

Sir Harry Smith, with his forces, rejoined the commander-in-chief< and 
on the 10th of February the battle of Sobraon terminated this eventful cam- 
paign. The intrenched, camp was attacked and taken by storm, after a 
most desperate struggle, in which thirteen British officers were killed, and 
about one hundred wounded, the losses in the ranks being great in propor- 
tion. The victory, however, although so dearly purchased, w'as a decisive 
one. The Sikh army was almost totally destroyed, every gun captured, and 
it seemed as if scarcely a vestige was left of that formidable power which had 
so seriously tlireatened the perpetuation of the British dominion in India. 
Immediately after the battle of Sobraon, the victorious generals encamped 
in the Punjab, at Kussoor, about sixteen miles from the bank of the river 
and thirty-two from the capital. 

In the mean time the utmost confusion prevailed at the court of Lahore, 
where a very remarkable person was acting in the capacity of prime minister. 
This was the rajah Gulab Singh, the uncle of ITeera, and brother of Dhian 
Singh. He wiis a powerful chief, with plenty of men and money at his com- 
mand; but since the death of his brother, Dhian, he had resided at his for- 
tress of Jamu, among the mountains, watching the course of public events. 
On the breaking out of the war, he brought his army, with abundance of 
stores and money, to the capital, but avoided taking any decided part in the 
contest. 

After the battle of Aliwal, the rani, though his personal enemy, was in- 
duced to appoint him prime minister, in the hope of obtaining his assistance, 
which he did not refuse, but still delayed his departure for the camp, under 
various pretences, and was yet at Lahore when the news of the total defeat of 
the army at Sobraon changed the whole face of affairs. The rani and her 
party were now anxious to make peace on the best terms they could, and 
Gulab Singli was commissioned to proceed at once to the British camp for 
that purpose. The rajah wisely insisted that they should first sign an agree- 
ment to abide by such terms as he should make; and thus invested with full 
power to negotiate, he arrived at Kussoor on the 15th of February, accom- 
panied by several of the most influential of the sirdars. ^ 

The governor-general received him without the usual ceremonies; and 
after alluding to the unjustifiable conduct of the Sikh government in begin- 
ning a war without the slightest pretext, he referred the minister to his 
agent and secretary, who were in possession of the terms on which he would 
pardon the late aggression, and renew the friendly alliance l^tween the Sikh 
and British governments. These conditions were the cession of the whole 
territory between the Sutlej and Beas rivers; the payment of a million and 
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a half sterling, as an indemnity for the expenses of the war; the surrender 
of all the rest of the cannon that had been pointed against the British; and 
the total disbanding of the army, to be newly constituted upon principles 
approved by the British government. 

The rajah signed the treaty, and the governor-general issued a proclama- 
tion to the effect that, as he had been forced into this war by an unprovoked 
attack on the part of the Sikhs, he felt it necessary^ to adopt such measures 
as would secure the British dominions from such aggressions in future; and 
that, as it was not the wish of the British government to take advantage of 
the success of its arms to enlarge its territories, he sliould endeavour to re- 
establish the Sikh government in tlie Punjab, on such a footing as should 
enable it to exercise authority over its soldiers and protect its subjects." It 
was then stipulated that the maharajah and principal chiefs should repair to 
the British camp to tender their submission. The summons was promptly 
obeyed, and the young prince, mounted on an elephant, and attendea by 
Gulab Singh and about twelve of the sirdars, had an interview with the 
governor-general, when his submission was tendered by the minister, and 
it was then declared that he would in future he treated as a friend and ally. 

These arrangements being all completed, Dhuleep Singh, who was only 
ten years of age, was conducted back in state to his palace in the citadel of 
Lahore by a large escort of European and native troops, who formed alto- 
gether a grand and imposing sf>ectaclc; the youthful sovereign, surrounded 
by his chiefs, in all the pomp of barbaric splendour, riding amid the victori- 
ous troops, who miglit be regarded as both his coiuiuerors and protectors. 

The treaty of peace liad, however, still to be ratified, and as the Lahore 
government was not able to pay the sum that had been stated, it became 
necessary to alter the conditions. It was therefore settled that half a mil- 
lion in money should be paid, instead of one million and a half; and that as 
an equivalent for the deficient million, all the country should be ceded that 
lies between the Beas and the Indus, including the beautiful vale of Kashmir. 
The greater part of this territory was bestowed in full sovereignty on Gulab 
Singh, in consideration of the neutrality he preserved during the war; and 
he, in return for so valuable an acquisition of territory, was to pay seventy- 
five lacs of rupees, equal to £800,000. 

A treaty containing sixteen articles was drawn up and signed at Lahore, 
on the 10th of March, 1846, by the representatives of the late contending 
powers, and was afterwards confirmed by the seals of the governor-general 
and the maharajah. A separate treaty was then concluded with Gulab 
Singh, who thus became a sovereign prince under the supremacy of the 
British government, whicli he was to acknowledge by an annual present, or 
tribute, of a horse, twelve shawl-goats, and three pairs of Kashmir shawls; 
besides which, like the crown vassals of feudal times, he was bound to assist 
the superior power, with all his military force, in any wars in the states 
adjoining his territories. 

The queen-mother remained at the head of the government, and a body 
of British troops was stationed^at Lahore for the protection of the maharajah, 
who, when these krrangements were completed, received a visit of congratu- 
lation from the governor-general, accompanied by the commander-in-chief 
and other distinguished British officers. The dissolute rani, mother of the 
young maharajah, was not, however, long in the responsible position in which 
she had been permitted to remain; for, being detected in a conspiracy against 
the peace of the country, the British governnient determined to check it in 
the bud. She was, therefore, seized and conveyed to a fortress about twenty 
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miles from Lahore, and there placed in close confinement. The earl of Dal- 
housie was appointed in November, 1847, to succeed Sir Henry Hardinge as 
governor-general. He arrived in India and assumed the reins of government 
early in the following year.^> 

DALHOUSIE’s governorship and the second SIKH WAR (1S4S-1R.10 A.D.) 

Peace was not long preserved. Tlie governor of Multan, Diwan Mulmj, 
desired to resign. TVo English officers sent by the resident to take over 
charge of the fort were murderetl, the I9th of April, 1S4S, and their escort 
went over to the diwan. Another of the assistants to the resilient, Lieutenant 
Herbert Edwardes, then in the Derajat, west of the Indus, hearing of the 
attack on the two officers, hastened to their assistance. On hearing of thedr 
fate he collected a force witli which to attack tlie Multan anny whilg the 
insurrection was yet local. Tliis he rlid with signal suc(*ess. Hut Multan 
could not fall before such means as he possessed. The niov(‘inent spre.ad, the 
operations widened, and the Sikh and English forces were in the field again.; 


The Battles of Chilianwala, Multan, and Gujrat ( A.D.) 

On the 13th of January, 1849, the Briti.sh forces under Lord Oough came 
in sight of the encampment of the enemy at C’hilianwala. It wfus Lord 
Gough’s intention not to attack the enemy so late in the day, but Shir Singh, 
the commander of the Sikh troops, knew tin* ground; h(‘ had possession of the 
jungle, and he knew, also, the reckless bravery of his antagonist. It suited 
his purpos(‘ that the conflict sliould be immediate. Il(‘ allowed a few of his 
advanced posts to be overpowered, that the enemy might be enticed on; and 
when Lord Gough was close enough, the Sikh batt(‘ries opened upon him. 
The Sikh artillery, well placed and well plied, made fearful havoc. The 
British guns, ])ointed against the jungle, could do no such damage as the 
artillery of the enemy. A loss of about one hundred otliciTs and two thousand 
five hundred men, on the part of the British, was the n'sult. “Although,” 
says Lord Gough, in his despatches, “the (*ncmy, who defended not only his 
guns but his position with desperation, was driven, in much confusion anrl 
with heavy loss, from every part of it, and the greaU'r part of his field artillery 
was actually cai)tured, the march of brigades to their flanks to repel parties 
that had rallied, and the want of numbers and consequent support to our 
right flank, aided by the cover of the jungle and the close of the day, enabled 
him, upon our further advance in pursuit, to return and carry oft, unobs(‘rved, 
the greater portion of the guns we had thus gallantly carried at the point of 
the bayonet.” 

Such was the battle of Chilianwala: the bravery of the British troops 
and their commander achieved a barren victory over a formidable enemy, 
who had all the advantages of position in his favor. After a battle so disas- 
trous on both sides, the two armies encamped within four mi]ps of each other 
to recruit their exhausted energies and to prepare, on the arrival of reinforce- 
ments, for another encounter which might prove more decisive, if not less 
bloody, than that of Chilianwala. Tliere we will for the present leave them, 
and return to Multan, and give in brief the details of an attack, which resulted 
in the capture of this almost impregnable fortress and city. 

Mulraj had about nine thousand men, and the besieging army under 
Gener^ Whish amounted to about twenty-eight thousand, well provided. 
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The operations began on the 27th of December, by an attack upon two several 
points of the suburbs, which were carried at the bayonet’s point; and after 
bombardment, breach, and storm, lasting, with but slight intervals of repose, 
for six days, the British flag was planted upon the walls of Multan by a ser- 
geant-major of the company’s fusiliers. A perfect storm of bullets for a time 
flew around him; the colour was torn in tatters, and the staff broken. For an 
instant no one could reach him; but there he stood^heering his comrades to 
come on. There was no need of exhortation — onward they pressed, the 
enemy doggedly retiring before them, and fighting as they withdrew. The 
walls were scaled about three o’clock on the 2nd of January; by sunset the 
city was fully in possession of the besieging forces. Mulraj took refuge in the 
citadel. But on the 22nd of January — when it had become evident that he 
could not hold his position for twenty-four hours longer — Mulraj surrendered 
himself, his forces, and the citadel, unconditionally into the hands of the British. 

For four weeks after the battle of Chilianwala, the British and Sikh 
armies remained inactive, with a slight change of position. Chuttur Singh, 
father of Shir Singh, had effected a junction with his son but did not bring so 
numerous and well-appointed a reinforcement as was expected. The army 
of Lord Gough, on the contrary, had been considerably increased. After the 
capture of Multan, General Whish, by a series of rapid marches, arrived with 
his victorious detachment at the Chenab, and effected a junction with Lord 
Gough, when battle was given to Shir Singh without further delay. It was 
an open-field fight by daylight, the Sikhs not having, as at Chilianwala, the 
advantage of darkness and a thick jungle to protect them from the fatal aim 
of their enemy’s guns. 

The British army was about twenty-five thousand men, with one hundred 
cannon; that of the Sikhs was about forty thousand. Their artillerj, how- 
ever, was comparatively deficient, amounting to but sixty guns. Shir Singh 
chose his own position around the village of Gujrat, and the British army 
moved to attack him early in the morning of the 21st. The British line 
extended nearly three miles right and left. The Sikhs gave way on all points, 
and fled in the utmost confusion. The victory was obtained at a loss of life 
comparatively small on the part of the British — namely, of five officers and 
ninety-two men. The loss on the part of the Sikhs was enormous. 

On the day aftfir this decisive battle. General Gilbert, with a force of fif- 
teen thousand men, was despatched in pursuit. On the l4th of March, Shir 
Singh and his father, Chuttur Singh, with eleven others of the principal 
sirdars, arrived in the British camp at Rawal Pindi, and delivered up their 
swords. Forty-one pieces of artillery and sixteen thousand stand of arms 
were at the same time surrendered. 

Lord Dalhousie issued a proclamation declaring the Sikh dynasty at an 
end, and the Punjab annexed to the British dominions. The maharajah, no 
lonjger sovereign, was to receive an allowance of forty thousand pounds, and to 
leside within the British dominions. The few chiefs not convicted of treason 
were allowed to retain their estates. 

The territor]^ thus annexed to the British possessions in India amounted 
to one hundred thousand square miles. It had a population of three and a 
half millions, and a revenue equal to one million pounds. 

THE KOH-I-NUR 

Among the trophies which fell into the hands of the En^h during the 
Sikh War was the celebrated gem, the Eoh-i-nur diamond, ^e gem^ passed 
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from Golconda to Delhi, where, in the year 1665, it was seen by the French 
traveller Tavernier, in the possession of Auranczeb. Sometimes worn on 
the person of the Mughal emperors, sometimes adorning the famous peacock 
throne, this inestimable gem was safely preser\^e(l at Delhi until the invasion 
of Nadir Shah. Among the spoils of conquest which the Persian warrior 
carried back with him, in triumph, to Khorassan, and which have been vari- 
ously estimated at from twenty to one hundred million pounds sterling, the 
Koh-i-nur was the most precious trophy. But it was destined to pass from 
Persia as quickly as that ephemeral supremacy in virtue of which it had been 
acquired. When the Persian conqueror was assassinated, in 1747, the Afghan 
chief, Ahmed Abdullah Shah, wdio had serv^ed under him as treasurer, on his 
return to Herat carried wdth him the treasure in his possession, including this 
diamond. It seemed as if the Koh-i-nur carried with it the sovereignty of 
Hindustan; for the conquests of Ahmed w^ere as decisive as those of N^ir, 
and it was by his influence and assistance that the last emperor ascende(>the 
tlirone of the Mughals. 

With the overthrow of the Durani monarchy by the consolidated power of 
the Sikhs, under Ranjit Singh, the jewel passed to a new master. Shah 
Shuja, of Kabul, was the last chief of the Abdullah dynasty who possessed it. 
AVhen Shah Shuja was a fugitive from Kabul, under the equivocal protection 
of the Sikh chief, Ranjit Singh put the shah under strict surveillance, and 
made a formal demand for the jewel. The Durani prince hesitated, prevari- 
cated, temporised, and employed all the artifices of oriental diplomacy, but in 
’^ain. 

When first given to Shah Jahan, the Koh-i-nur was still uncut, weighing, 
it is said, in that rough state, nearly eight hundred carats, which were reduced 
by the unskilfulness of the artist to two hundred and seventy-nine, its present 
weight. It was cut by Hortensio Borgis, a Venetian, who, instead of receiving 
a compensation for his service, was fined ten thousand rupees for his wastefuP 
ness, by the enraged Mughal. In form it is ^‘rose-cut,” that is to say, it is cut 
to a point in a series of small faces, or ** facets," without any tabular surface. 
The Koh-i-nur was seized by the British resident at Lahore, when first apprised 
of the outbreak at Multan. At the conclusion of the war it was taken to 
England, presented to the queen, and placed among the jewels of the crown.^ 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS: THE SECOND BURMESE WAR (1849-1862 A.D.) 

After these bloody wars, the British Empire in the East enjoyed several 
years of undisturbed repose. All the outbreaks which had occurred subse- 
quent to the Afghanistan disaster, every effort at independence which 1^ 
been made, had led to overthrow and subjugation. The Sind amirs had tried 
it, and failed; the Gwalior people had tried it, and faded. Even the great 
and colossal power of the Sikhs had been overthrown; and after two desperate 
and bloody campaigns, their capital had been taken, their army disbanded, 
their kingdom incorporated with the all-conquering state, {jtruck with this 
astonishing series of victories immediately succeeding so dire a calamity, the 
inhabitants of the vast peninsula of Hindustan, for the time at leMt, aban- 
doned the contest; and, submitting to the dominion of the British as the 
decree of providence, sought only to improve the advantages which the general 
establishment of internal peace afforded, and to improve the means of industry 
which its vast extent and poweAul protection seemed to promise. 

Th^East India Company took advantage of this precious breathing-time 
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from external war to afford every facility in their power to the development 
of the internal resources of their vast territories. Canals were du^r restored, 
roads made, railroads surveyed, and in part at least executed. The mind of 
Lord Dalhousie, essentially administrative, was ardently and successfully 
directed to these great objects. Then were projected, and in great part exe- 
cuted, those magnificent public works which have so completely effaced the 
well-known reproach cast by Mr. Burke upon therBritish administration in 
India, and which will bear a comparison with any in the world for greatness of 
conception and perfection of execution. 

The Taking of Fort Martaban 

This happy state of tranquillity was first broken in upon, in 1852, by a 
second rupture with th(‘ Burmese government, which arose from the pride and 

arrogance of a barbaric 
court, and their incon- 
ceivable ignorance of 
the strength of the 
power with which they 
were in close contact. 
So many cases of in- 
jury occurred in the 
course of the years 
1851 and 1852, that 
the governor-general 
came to the cQpeluteion 
that the law ot nalions 
had been violated, es- 
pecially by the gov- 
ernor of Rangoon in 
his cruel and oppres- 
sive conduct to British 
subjects. The p(‘riod 
allowed for accommo- 
dation having elapsed, 
an expedition was de- 
spatched under the 
command of General 
Godwin, an experi- 
enced officer, who had 
been engaged in the 
farmer war, to enforce redress. The expedition sailed for the mouth of the 
Irawadi on the 28th of March, the naval force being under the orders of Rear- 
Admiral Austen. On the 5th of April the fort of Martaban, commanding one 
of the entrances of the river, was attacked, and the place carried, though gar- 
risoned by five •lihousand of flie best soldiers in the Burmese Empire. 

After this success the expedition proceeded up the Irawadi to Rangoon, 
which stands on the left bank of the principal branch of the river, about 
twenty miles from the sea. Hostilities were commenced by a general attack 
by the war-steamers on the enemy’s flotilla and river defences; and in a few 
hours the former were all burned, and the .latter levelled with the ground. 
The troops were then landed without further resistance, and advanced against 
the town. TTie garrison fled in confusion through the southern and western 
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gates, where they were met by the fire of the steamers, and obliged to seek 
safety by dispersing in the jungle. 

fhe immediate surrender of Rangoon was the result of this victory, which 
w^as soon followed by the submission of aU the adjacent country. Tlie st<>res, 
ammunition, and heavy guns were then landed, and placed in Rangoon, which 
was strengthened and garrisoned by a strong body of troops, it being th(‘ design 
of government to make it not only the base of present operations, h\it a pr- 
manent acquisition to the British Empire in the East. These precautioas 
liaving been taken, the troops wTre again moved forward up th<‘ Irawfuli. 
On the t9th they w’ere before Bassein, w’here a strong mud-fort was stormed, 
after a desperate resistance. Martaban, the first conquest of the British, 
which was garrisoned only by a small native forc(', w’as soon after attacked 
by a large body of Burmese, but the assailants were repuWd with great 
slaughter. Encouraged by these successes, an expoilition was fitted out early 
in July, under Captain Tarleton, to reconnoitre the river as far as Pron^e, 
which W’as taken. 

Offensive operations w’ore resumed as soon as the ndurn of the cool season 
rendered them jiracticable. On tiie 25th of Septembei' the troops were (‘ui- 
barked at Rangoon, and they came in sight of Proine on the 9th of October, 
w’here they w'ere sliortly after landed. They immediately advanced, and 
made themselves masters of a fortified pagoda situated on an eminence which 
commanded the enemy’s position. Upon tliis the Pairmesc evacuated the 
toAvii ill the night. This success W'as follow’ed by th(‘ ca})ture of P(*gu, a large 
towm al) 0 ut sixty mil(‘s from Rangoon (November 20th). This w'as followt^l 
by a proclamation from the governor-general, which, "‘in compensation for 
the past, and for ])etter security for the future, proclaimed that the province 
(tf Pegu is now^, and shall henceforth be, a portion of tlie British territories in 
tlie East.” 

No further attempt w’as now made to disquiet the British in their newly 
acquired conquest, and unbroken peace reigned through their vast dominions 
irom the mouths of the Indus to those of the Irawadi, and from Cape Comorin 
to the Himalaya snows. 

ANNEXATION OF OUDH (1856 A.D.) 

This period of tranquillity, during w’hich Lord Dalhousie was incessantly 
occu])ie(l with his great projects of domestic improvement and social ameliora- 
tion, was not even interrupted by an important event in the east of Imlia. 
This was the annexation of Oudh, which, without any hostilities, w’as carried 
into effect by a simple resolution of the governor-general in council on March 
17th, 1856. This powerful state, whose inhabitants w^ere a nation of warriors, 
lies on the eastern bank of the Ganges, between C’awnpore and Nepal, 
embraces twenty-five thousand square miles of territory, and contained at 
the period of annexation five million inhabitants. 

It was, however, notorious that, though the kings of Oudh since that time 
had never failed in their duty to the British government, but^ on the con- 
trary, essentially served it on many occasions, yet they had scandalously 
violated the rights of their own subjects. The government of Lucknow, the 
capital, was perhaps the most corrupt and oppressive in the world, so far as 
its own people were concerned. Moved by the petitions of the unhappy 
sufferers under these exactions, and by the obvious discredit which they 
brought on the British government and connection, the governor-general in 
1856 proposed a treaty to the king of Oudh, by w’hich the sole and exclusive 

rfw. — YOIi. XXII. M 
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administration of the country was to be transferred to the East India Com- 
pany, with the right to the whole state revenue, burdened with a due provision 
to the reigning family, who were to be allowed to retain their royal titles, and 
enjoy their p^ces and parks at Lucknow. These terms, ‘tus might have been 
elected, having been rejected by the king, a proclamation was forthwith 
issued, declaring the kingdom incorporated with the dominions of the East 
India Company, and requiring all the inhabitants to yield obedience to their 
authority. The British forces immediately entered the country from Agra 
and Cawnpore, and took possession of the capital and whole territories with- 
out resistance. About the same time the territories of the rajah of Satara 
were incorporated with the British dominions; those of the rajah of Berar 
had already been absorbed in 1853; but these encroachments, being on incon- 
siderable native potentates, were made without opposition, and excited very 
little attention. 

« Unliappily the ease with which this annexation was accomplished at the 
time m^led the government as to the precautions necessary to secure this 
acq^uisition, and the representations of Lord Dalhousie on that subject re- 
mained without effect. Not a man of European race was added to the force 
in therountry; Delhi, the great arsenal of northern India, was left exclusively 
in the hands of the native troops; and a few hundred British, and a few 
battalions of sepoys, formed the sole garrison of the most warlike and formid- 
able people of eastern India. 

aLISON on the rule of the east INDIA COMPANY 

The' war in the Punjab throws a bright light on those which preceded it in 
Gwalior and Sind, and vindicates Lord Ellenborough’s adminiLstrartions from 
the aspersions thrown upon it for the commencement of hostilities against 
these powers. Judging by the European standard, there can be no doubt 
that he was the aggressor on both those occasions; because, although the native 
powers were the hrst to engage in hostile acts, this had been rendered neces- 
sary by a course of encroachments on the part of the British. But it is now 
apparent tliat this was unavoidable. The opposite system as followed by 
the East India directors and Lord Hardinge, who forswore all hostile prepara- 
tions against the Sikhs, and brought the Indian Empire to the brink of ruin, 
in order to avoid giving a pretext even for hostilities; and what was the con- 
aeguence? Two terrible wars, in which the utmost hazard was incurred, and 
m which salvation was earned only by heroic efforts, and the shedding of 
toirents of blood. What would have l)een the fate of these wars if they had 
occurred when the British flank was threatened by the insurrection in Sind, 
anjJ thefr communications cut off by the forces of Gwalior? In all probability 
India would have been lost. It was by anticipating the danger, and com- 
bating the hostile powers in succession, that the danger was averted and 
India saved. For this immense service the country was indebted to Lord 
.Ellenborough; and, according to the usual course of human events, it is not 
the least conplusive proof ^f the reality of the obligation that the East IndiA 
Ck>mpany requited it by nis recall. So strong is the desire for economy of 
iheir own money, however anxious to get that of others, and so invincible the 
repugnance to make costly preparations against future danger, in the ^eat 
that whoever attempts or recommends it is certain to incur* 
and, if his opponents have the power to effect it, politieal 

But the same form of justification can scarcely be applied to the incorpora- 
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tion of Oudh. Unlike the warlike powers in the northwest of India^ the gov- 
ernment of Oudh had engaged in no hostile desi^ or preparations agunst 
that of Great Britain. Tnrough all the changes (h fortune for a half centAxry, 
it had stood faithfil! by the British. Whatever faults it had committed, and 
they were many, had been directed against its own subjects, and relat^ to 
matters of internal administration. Other grounds of justification in the case 
of Oudh must therefore be^ sought than that of hostility to Great Britain, 
and these are found by the defenders of the annexation m the fact that, by 
the treaty of 1801, there was expressly stipulated to the British government a 
right of interference, in the event of such internal mal-admiiiistiation as was 
charged against the native authorities. 

this encroachment was instrumental in bringing about the n^bcllion of 
1857, and the terrible war which ended in the termination of the East India 
Company’s rule in India, in conformity with the old Hindu [)rophecy, in the 
hundredth year after its foundation by the battle of Plassey, it is a fitting 
opportunity to consider what was the extent and magnitude of the empire 
which in that period — short in the lifetime of a nation — had been formetl 
by the ener^ and perseverance of the company, and the courage of the nation 
which aided them by its resources. 

India, then, contained, in 1858, when the direct rule of the East India 
Company was merged in that of the home government, 180,367,148 inhabi- 
tants, extending over 1,465,322 square miles. Of these, 131,990,881 were 
under the direct dominion of the East India Company, and 48,376,247 the 
inhabitants of the protected states. The revenue (gross) of this immense 
territory was £30,817,000, of which £17,109,000 was the land-tax, £5, 195,000 
drawn from the monopoly of opium, £2,631,000 from that of salt, and 
£2,106,000 from customs. The cost of collection was about £6,000,000; the 
charge of the army was £11,000,000 annually; the interest of debt in India 
£2,000,000; and £3,500,000 were remitted to Great Britain for charges pay- 
able at home, or interest on the debt due there. The annual deficit was on 
an average of the four years between 1854 and 1858, £1,500,000 annually; 
m the year ending April 30th, 1857, it was £1,981,062. 

The army amounted m the same month to 231,276 native troops, of whom 
26,129 were cavalry, regular and irregular; 22,047 Europeans in the employ- 
ment of the East India Company, of whom 6,585 were artillery; and the 
queen’s troops in India before the revolt broke out were 31,800, all paid by 
the East India Company. The auxiliary troops, which the protected states 
were bound to furnish, were 32,211 more; in all, nearly 320,000 men. 

The public debt of India was £68,000,000, beiiifj somewhat more than 
tmee its income. Nor had this empire been acquired by conquest over 
unwarlike or barbarous nations : for if the inhabitants of Bengal w(Te a timid 
race, the Gurkhas, the Sikhs, the Afghans, the Mahrattas, and the inhabitants 
of Sind, rivalled the ancient Germans or Parthians in hardiliood and valour; 
and in the great revolt of 1857 the East India Company encountered 120,000 
soldiers, armed, 4nstructed, and disciplined by themselves, and inferior to none 
in the contempt of death when animated by religioift zeal. 

'Hiis empire embraced a greater number of inhabitants than that con- 
quered in five centuries by the Roman legions; double the number subjugated 
^the Russian arms in two centuries; and more than triple those won for 
I^nce by the energy of the Revolution and the victories of Napoleon! And 
empirej transcending any w'hich has existed since the wdrld began, 
acquired m one century by*a pacific company, having its chief place 
of business fourteen thousand miles distant from the theatre of its conquests — 
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wluch has almost always been guided by pacific interests, and rarely engaged 
in wars, except from necessity and in self-defence — which began its career 
with five hundred European soldiers, and seldom had so many as fifty thousand 
collected around its standards! The history of the world may be sought in 
vain for a parallel to such a prodigy. 

The chief cause of this extraordinary and unparaUeled phenomenon is to 
be found in the presence of constitutional energy, in Great Britain during the 
period when the empire in the East was forming, and the absence of parlia- 
mentary control in its direction. The mother country 'furnished an inex- 
haustible supply of young men, drawn chiefly from the landed gentry of the 
middle class, to fill every department both in the civil and military service in 
the 'East, while the selection of candidates was exempt from the debasing 
effects of court favour or parliamentary influence. The command of this 
extraordinary aggregate of military anfl civil ability was practically vested 
in the governor-general at Calcutta, distance and the necessity of self-direction 
on the spot having rendered nearly impotent for evil the division of power 
between the East India Company and the board of control, which the strange 
and anomalous constitution of 1784 theoretically established. 

It is to the extraordinary combination of circumstances which gave British 
India the united advantages of democratic vigour in the classes from which its 
defenders were taken, with aristocratic perseverance in the senate by which its 
government was directed, and the unity of despotism in the dictator to whom 
the immediate execution of the mandates of that senate was entrusted, that 
the extraortl inary growth of the British Empire in India during the century 
between Plassey and the Mutiny is beyond all question to be ascribed. Dur- 
ing that period Great Britain had often at home sustained serious reverses, 
from the ignorance and incapacity of those whom parliamentary ^influence or 
court favour had brought to the head of affairs, or the parsimony with which 
democratic economy had starved down the national establishment, during 
peace, to a degree which rendered serious reverses inevitable on the first break- 
mg out of hostilities; but in India, though the usual intermixture of good and 
evil fortune in human affairs was experienced, there were never awanting, 
after a short period, troops requisite to repair reverses, and generals capable 
of leading theip to victory,* 
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LORD DALHOUSIE AND THE DOCTRINE OF LAPSE 

Lord Dalhousif/s dealings with the feudatory states of India can only be 
rightly appreciated as part of his general policy. That rulers only exist for 
the good of the ruled was his supreme axiom of government, of which he gave 
the most conspicuous example by the practice of his own daily life. That 
British administration was Better for the people than native rule followed 
from this axiom as a necessary corollary. He was thus led to regard native 
chiefs from somewhat the same point of view as the Scotch regarded the 
hereditary jurisdictions after 1745 — as mischievous anomalies, to be abol- 
ished by every means practicable. Good faith must be kept with rulers on 
the throne and with their legitimate heirs, but no false sentiment should 
preserve dynasties that had forfeited all consideration by years of accumu- 
lated misrule, or prolong those that had no natural successor. 

The ^'doctrine of lapse was merely a special application of these princi- 
ples, though complicated by the theory of adoption. It has never been 
doubted that, according to Hindu private law, antadopted.sor* entirely fills 
the place of a natural son, whether to perform the religious obsequies of his 
father or to inherit his property. In all respects he continues the persona of 
the deceased. But it was argued that the succession to a throne stood upon 
a different footing. The paramount power could not recognise such a right 
which might be used as a fraud to hand over the happiness of millions to a 
base-born impostor. Here came irf the maxim of the good of the governed.’' 
The material benefits to be conferred through British administration surely 
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weighed heavier in the scale than a superstitious and frequently fraudulent 
fiction of inheritance. 

The first state to escheat to the British government in accordance with 
these principles was Satara, which had been reconstituted by Lord Hastings 
on the downfall of the peshwa in 1818. The last direct representative of 
Sivaji died without a male heir in 1848, and his deathbed adoption was set 
aside. In the same year the Rajput state of KarLuli was saved by the inter- 
position of the court of directors, who drew a fine distinction between a 
dependent principality and a protected ally. In 1833 Jhansi suffered the 
same fate as Satara. But the most conspicuous application of the doctrine 
of lapse was the case of Nagpur. The last of the Bhonslas, a dynasty older 
than tfie British government itself, died without a son, natural or adopted, in 
1853. That year also saw British admmistration extended to the Berars, 
0 ^ the assigned districts which the nizam of Hyderabad was induced to cede 
as a territorial guarantee for the subsidies which he perpetually kept in arrear. 
Three more distinguished names likewise passed away in 1853, though without 
any attendant accretion to British territory. In the extreme south the titular 
nawab of the Carnatic and the titular rajah of Tanjore both died without 
heirs. Their rank and their pensions died with them, though compassionate 
allowances were continued to their families. In the north of India, Baji Rao, 
the ex-peshwa, who had been dethroned in 1818, lived on till 1853 in the 
enjoyment of his annual pension of £80,000. His adopted son, Nana Sahib, 
inherited his accumulated savings, but could obtain no further recognition. 

The marquis of Dalhousie resigned office in March, 1856, being then only 
forty-four years of age; but he carried home with him the seeds of a lingering 
illness which resulted in his death in 1860. Excepting Cornwallis, was the 
first, though by no means the last, of English statesmen who have fallen 
victims to their devotion to India’s needs. lie was succeeded by his friend, 
Lord Canning, who, at the farewell banquet in England given to him by the 
court of directors, uttered these prophetic words: /‘I wish for a peaceful term 
of office. But I cannot forget that in the sky of India^ serene as it is, a small 
cloud may arise, no larger than a man’s hand, but which, growing fe^er and 
larger, may at last threaten to burst and overwhelm us with ruin/^ 'In the 
following year tjie sepoys of the Bengal anny mutinied, and all t^i9^^alley of 
the Ganges from Patna to Delhi rose in open rebellion. 

MOTIVES FOR THE MUTINY 

The various motives assigned for the Mutiny appear inadequate to the 
European mind. The truth seems to be that native opinion throughout India 
was in a ferment, predisposing men to believe the wildest stories, and to aiat 
precipitately upon their fears. The influence of panic in an Oriental poptto- 
tion IS greater than might be readily believed. In the first place, the policy Cf 
Lord Dalhousie, exactly in proportion as it had been dictated by the notout 
honourable considerations, was utterly distasteful to the native mii^ 
Repeated aniiexations, th^ spread of education, the appearance of the steam 

S e and the tele^aph wire, all alike revealed a consistent determinati(!tt to 
itute an English for an Indian civilisation. 

The Bengal sepoys, especially, thought that they could see into the future 
farther t^w the rest of their countrymen. Nearly all men of high caste, and 
many of tnem recruited from Oudh, they dreaded tefidencies which they 
deemed to be denationalising, and they knew at first hand what annexation 
meant. They believed that it was by their prowess that the Bunjab had 
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been conquered, and ail India was held quiet. The numerous dethroned 
princes, their heirs and their widows, were the first to learn and take advantage 
of the spirit of disaffection that was abroad. They had heard of the (S-imean 
War, and were told that Russia was the perpetual enemy of England. They 
had money in abundance with which they could buy the assistance of skilful 
intriguers. They had everything to gain, and nothing to lose, by a revolution.^ 

Writing on the subjecUof the causes of the Indian Mutiny, Lord Roberts* 
declares that the ‘‘ discontent and dissatisfaction were produced by a policy 
which, in many instances, the rulers of India were powerless to avoid or 
postpone, forced upon them as it was by the demands of civilisation and the 
necessity for a more enlightened legislation.” He states that intriguers 
took advantage of this state of affairs to further their own ends ; that it was 
their policy to alienate the native army, engendering feelings of uneasiness 
and suspicion by calumniating the authorities, wliose measures really w^ro 
intended to promote the welfare of the masses. He vigt>rously sustains the 
authorities as to the integrity of their motives, but ho admits that their 
measures were of necessity obnoxious to the Brahman priesthood as well os 
distasteful to tho natives m generaL He admits that, in some instances at 
least, the measures adopted were premature, and that even so they were not 
always carried out as judiciously as they might have been, or with sufficient 
regard to native prejudices.® 

Sir A. Lyall,^ writing with full knowledge of the psychology of tho peoples 
involved, declares that “in Asia a triumphant artiiy like Llie Janisories of 
tbe Mamelukes almost always becomes ungovernable so soon as it becomes 
stationary.” He says that the sepoys of tho Bengal army had an exaggerated 
idea of tneir own importance; ana that the annexation of Oudh in 185(> 
toiiolied their pride and affected their interests. It was this prowince from 
which tho army secured most of its high-casto recruits. Mon in this excit- 
able condition required only some slight stimulus to bring them into open 
revolt. This stimulus^ being found in tho use of greased cartridges wmch 
roused th,eir caste prejudices, they mutinied.® 

Th<^l 4 iturc of (Sreat Britain’s hold upon India was so anomalous that the 
reflective had constantly doubted of its permanence. Her conquests had 
been chieffy effected by native armies, and continued to b*' ruled by their 
instrumentality; but it was unreasonable to think that the mere military 
allegiance of the sepoy would be always superior to those ties of nationality 
which connected him with the vanquished. 

As if also to teach these men their own strength and resources, the native 
armies in the British service had now increased to an alarming amount as 
compared with the European soldiers. Each of the three presidencies, Ben- 
gal, Madras, and Bombay, had its own army; but while they mustered in all 
3fltl,0(X) men, of these there were only about 43,000 who were British^ X)f 
tail these armies, the most efficient for useful service, as well as the most prompt 

rt‘volt, and the most to be feared in such an event, was the army of Ben- 
gal, consisting of 118,600 native, and only 22,600 European solcjiers. It was 
from this army accordingly that most daiiger had for some time been appre- 
hended. A single random spark would be enough to set its whole reh^ous 
bigotry in a blaze. And even already a deep cause of offence existed in the 
BSigal army, on account of the annexation of the kingdom of Oudh. 

These and other such causes, which had been gathering and glowing for 
years, had already matured into » deep and widely-extended conspiracy for 
the overthrow of the British dominion in India; but the particulars of the 
plan and^the persons who devised it are still involved in obscurity. It is 
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supposed, however, that the court of Persia was the principal focus of the 
conspiracy, and that the Mohammedans of the north of India were its chief 
agents and disseminators. Those men, who might be termed the Norman 
aristocracy of Hindustan, owed an especial grudge to the British by whom they 
had been supplanted; and they endeavoured to work upon the credulity of 
the Hindu soldiery, by assuring them that the British intended to overthrow 
their creed and compel them to become Christians. This was enough to 
remind them of the conversions of Tipu Sahib, who propagated Islam by fire 
and sword. 

It is supposed that these Mohammedan intriguers intended to replace the 
old king of Delhi upon the throne of his ancestors, and to rule under his name; 
and it is known that they were endeavouring to incite Dost Muhammed, the 
king of Kabul, to prepare for the invasion of the Punjab, as soon as the revolt 
of ^thc Bengal army, upon which they had calculated, should leave that terri- 
tory defenceless. Even these representations might have been ineffectual 
with the Hindu soldiers, had they not been apparently confirmed by an act 
of the British government itself. 

THE GREASED CARTRIDGES AND THE UNLEAVENED CHUPATTIES 

* This was the affair of greased cartridges, that served originally as a 
pretext for the outbreak. The Enfield rifle, an improvement upon 
the Menie, had been introduced at the commencement of 1857 into the 
Bengal army; and as greased cartridges were necessary for its effective use, 
these were issued to the troops along with the weapon. A report was 
immediately circulated that the grease used in the preparation of these 
cartridges was a mixture of the fat of cows and pigs — the hrft of these 
animals being the objects of Hindu adoration, and the last of Mohammedan 
abhorrence. 

The first occasion on which the rumour was heard was the following : at 
Dumdum, where there was a school of practice for the new Enfield rifle, a 
sepoy soldier, a Brahman, was asked by a man of low caste to be permitted 
to drink out of his lotah, or vessel of water, to whom he replied, “ I have 
scoured my lotah, and you will pollute it by your touch.” “ You think much 
of your caste,” Said the other angrily, “but wait a little, and the European 
will make you bite cartridges soaked in cow and pork fat, and then where will 
your caste be?” 

The sepoy reported these words to his comrades, and they quickly reached 
Barrackpur, at which several native regiments were stationed. It was in vain 
they were assured by the government that no such grease had been used in 
the preparation of the paper in question, and that if they had scruples in the 
matter, they were at liberty to procure their own ingredients at the bazaar. 
The report still continued to strengthen at Barrackpur among the four native 
regiments stationed there ; and on the 6th of February a sepoy revealed to an 
officer the plot of his companions, who were alarmed with the fear of being 
compelled toubandon thek* caste and become Christians. From his revelation 
it appeared that these regiments intended to rise against their officers, and 
after plimdering or burning down their bungalows, to march to Calcutta, 
and there attempt to seize Fort William, or failing in this, to take possession 
of the treasury. 

This state of things was too alarming to be neglected, and measures were 
taken by the British commanders and their officers to still the apprehensions 
of the native soldiery. They were publicly addressed on parade with the 
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assurance that there was no desim to make them Christians; that thev could 
not become such without being ahle to read, and to understand the raes that 
were written in the Christian’s book; and that nothing but their own free 
choice and request after they had so learned, could admit them to the privilege 
of baptism. The issue of the obnoxious ammunition was stopped, and plans 
were suggested by which the cartridge might be used by tearing off the end, 
instead of putting it to the mouth and biting it. Native officers were also 
appointed to learn the process of cartridge-making in which the forbidden 
articles were to be excluded. 

But the alarm had grown too strong to be put down by such assurances 
or concessions: a rebellion was inevitable even where the original cause had 
dwindled into a mere pretext or watchword. The first open manifestation 
was at Berhampur, on the morning of the 2Gth of February, 1857, when the 
19th regiment of native infantry were ordered out on parade. Percussion 
caps were about to be issued to tliem, but these the soldiers refused to receive, 
declaring that it was still doubtful how the cartridges were made; and on 
tlie evening of the same day they assembled on parade by their own authority, 
broke open the bells (small oval buildings) in which their arms were piled, 
and having taken possession of the weapons and ammunition, carried them 
off to their lines. Their commander, Colonel Mitchell, ordered them to pile 
arms and disperse, and on their refusal called up the cavalry and artillery; 
but they still refused to obey until these troops were withdrawn, wiiich was 
done accordingly. For this concession, the colonel was tried by a court of 
Inquiry, and censured. It was resolved also to disband this dangerous regi- 
ment, and accordingly it was marched oft‘ to Barrackpur, where the 52nd and 
84th Queen’s regiments were stationed to disarm them. 

But on the 29th of March, two days previous to the disbanding, while the 
19th was at Barrackpur, the rel^cllion commenced in bloodshed. A sepoy of 
the 34th regiment of native infantry, having intoxicated himself with hang, 
discharged his musket at Lieutenant Baugh, and shot that officer’s horse; the 
h(‘utenant fired a pistol at his assailant, but missed him, and was wounded 
in return by the madman, as was also the sergeant-major of the corps, who 
went to the lieutenant’s assistance. The mutineer, whose name was Mungal 
Pandy,' was seized, tried, and sentenced to be hanged; and on the scaffold 
li(‘ expressed his regret for the crime, and tried, but in vain, to [)ersuade his 
fellow soldiers to return to their duty. As for the 19th regiment, it was 
drawn up on parade in the square of Barrackpur, surroundf‘d by the two 
British and several native regiments — and for a moment it was doubted 
wliether the latter might not side with the 19th, and offer battle to the 52nd 
and 84th. But no such outbreak occurred: the rebels surrendered their arms, 
and were marched off under an escort of cavalry to Chinsurah, liewailing tlieir 
infatuation, and petitioning when too late to be readmitted to the service. 

It was not, however, by such checks that the spirit of revolt was to be 
suppressed, or even retarded; it was diffused like a ptjstilence far and near 
by mysterious agencies which the authorities could neither detect nor surmise. 
One of these was the transmission of a kind of liPtle unleavened cakes, caljed 
chupatties, a symbol which the Europeans did not understand, but which 
seems to have teen as significant to the natives as the fiery cross was to the 
Highlanders of Scotland, and used for a similar purpose. A chmukodar, or 
village policeman of Cawnpore, gave two of these cakes, the coinmon food 
of the poor, to another chowkodar in Fathigarh (Futtehghur), telling him to 

* Hence the name of Bandies, which was afterwards given to the rebel sepoys \)j the 
British skiers in India. 
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make ten more, and give them to five of his brethren of the nearest station, with 
a similar charge to each; and thus at every hour these runners were multi- 
plying among a class of men who were spread over India, and whose mis- 
chievous errand was least liable to be suspected. 

The circulation of chupatties commenced in Oudh and elsewhere in the 
beginning of 1857, and European conjecture was utterly at a loss to penetrate 
this Indian mystery, which subsequent events made only too intelligible. 
Reports also were industriously spread in the bazaars that the missionaries 
had petitioned the queen of Great Britain to enforce the use of the greased 
cartridges, in order to compel the Hindus to become Christians. They even 
pretended to give the very words of this petition, which, they alleged, were the 
following : “ Tipu made thousands of Hindus become of his religion, while your 
majesty has not made one Christian. Under your orders are sepoys of all 
castes. We therefore pray you to adopt this plan — namely, to cause to 
be mixed up together bullocks^ fat and pigs’ fat, and to have it put upon the 
cartridges which your sepoys put into their mouths, and after six months 
to have it made known to the sepoys how they have thereby lost their caste, 
and by this means a certain road will be opened for making many Christians.” 
They added that the queen w^as highly satisfied with this petition, and had 
given her assent to it. 

Notwithstanding the absurdity of this report, it was so well suited to the 
credulity and ignorance of the people, and gained such belief, that tlie gov- 
ernor-general, Lord Canning, in council, was obliged on the 16th of May to 
issue a proclamation on the subject, disclaiming any attempt to interfere 
with the castes or religion of the people, and warning them against the arts 
of those who attempted to withdraw them from their allegiance. ^ 

THE OUTBREAK AT MEERUT 

But this proclamation was too late, and even had it been earlier it would 
have been equallj^ useless. The rebellion had already broken out in full vio- 
lence, and in those districts where it could be least resisted.^ Of the European 
regiments in the presidency of Bengal, the greater part were dispersed over 
the whole extent of Great Britain’s Indian Empire, and isolated nrnong a 
hostile people. One important military station was Meerut (Mirath), thirty- 
five miles to the northeast of the city of Delhi, between the Ganges and the 
Jumna. At this place were two regiments of native infantry and one of light 
cavalry, comprising in all 2,700 men, and a European force numbering 1,717 
men, the whole being under the command of Major-General Hewitt. On the 
6th of May, when cartridges, which, to avoid offence, had been made for the 
purpose, were offered to the native cavalry, eighty-five troopers refused to 
receive them. They were tried by court-martial for their disobedience; 
eighty were sentenced to imprisonment wdth hard labour for ten years, and 
five for six years; and on the 9th, after their sentences were read to them on 
parade, they were put in irons and conducted to jail. 

But their (tompanions sympathised in their rebellion. On the following 
morning, which was Sunday, the native regiments rose in mutiny, fired upon 
their officers, and after making a rush upon the prison, from which they 
rescued not only their fellows but upwards of one thousand convicts who 
were confined there, they set the building on fire. The wildest license now 
prevailed in Meerut. Several British officers with their wives and children, 
were massacred with circumstances of aggravated atrocity. While bunga- 
lows were blazing in every direction, and the streets filled with the hurrying 



THE INDIAH IfUTIEy 171 

[IBT-UB A-D.] 

rush of the murderers^ and shrieks of the dying, the two British negiments 
marched against the native lines, assailed them with volleys of grape and 
musketry, drove the mutineers from the encampment, and pursuca them 
in their retreat, cutting down a considerable number on the way. But as the 
chase was conducted by only a party of carabineers and riflemen, and as the 
night was very dark, the main body of the mutineers, consisting of the 3rd 
li^t cavalry and 20th infantry, were enabled to make good their retreat to 
Delhi. 


SCENES IN DELHI 

Such was the day of horror which prevailed over Meerut and its neighl)Our- 
hood on this memorable 10th of May; the scene wiis now to Ix' sliiftc'd to 
Delhi, where three regiments of native infantry and a battery of native 
artillery were stationed, but not a single compiiny of British soldiers. At an 
early hour on the morning of the 11th a handful of horsemen, not above 
thirty or forty in number, came galloping in headlong si)eed to the city, 
though their approach excited no alarm. But they were an advanced party 
of the light cavalry, who had fled from Meerut; and they were the harbingera 
of the atrocities that were to follow, and the chief actors in their commission. 
They rushed in at the Calcutta gate unchallenged, and had no sooner entered 
the city than, raising the cry of “Dcen, decn/^ their shout equally for a battle- 
charge or a massacre, they attacked and cut down every European tlu‘y met 
in their way. 

The 54th native regiment with two guns were sent to quell the mutiny. 
They steadily marched to the city and promptly entered by the Kashmir gate; 
but here tlie mask w’as dropped; for no sooner did the* insurgent body of light 
cavalry approach than the sepoys withdrew from their officers, l(‘aving the 
latter exposed to the fierce horsemen, who came upon them at full gallop, 
and shot them down with their pistols. 

Delhi was now in possession of the rebels — nothing remained to the 
British but the pt)wder magazine, with two officers and throe or four sub- 
alterns in charge of it. But, such as it was, it was the only refuge left to 
the British dominion in Delhi; and while the woik of murder was going on 
within the city, where the shameful atrocities of Meerut vfere exceetled, not 
only upon strong men, but helpless women and unoffending children, the 
reliels assailed the magazine with their whole united force. The pilace was 
gallantly held by the handful within, and the first attacks repelled by volleys 
of grape, but thousands still pressed forward, and scaling ladders were applied, 
so that the walls were on the point of being won. But, calculating upon this 
chance, Lieutenant Willoughby, who was in charge of the magazine, had laid 
a train to that department which contained the gunpowder; it was fired at 
his signal, and instantly the building, with hundreds of sepoys, was sent 
flying into the air. ' 

During the smoke and confusion the few defenders managed to escape, 
with the exception of the gallant Willoughby, whoj^scorched, blsfckened, and all 
but killed by the explosion, succeeded in reaching Meerut, but only to die 
soon after. While this hasty siege had been going on, such of the British 
residents, both gentlemen and ladies, as had escaped the first onset of the mur- 
derers, endeavoured to find a rallying point, for either shelter or an honourable 
death, and the greater part repaired to the Flagstaff Tower, in front of the 
cantonments, where a company of the 38th native infantry and two guns 
were st^ioned. But it had to be abandoned by its inmates, who retreated. 
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some to Kemoul, and others to Meerut. Another attempt was made to 
hold a small fortified bastion called the Mainguard, within the Kashmir gate, 
that was soon fiQled not only with men, but with women and children, and 
reinforcements were sent for from the cantonments; but at five o'clock the 
treacherous guards, on whom they had depended, suddenly opened fire upon 
them, and commenced a massacre from which only a few escaped. Even the 
palace, to which many of the Europeans fled, was no protection. There sat 
the old titular sovereign, weighed down but not softened by the load of more 
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than fourscore years; there, too, were his sons, to give active spirit to hifs 
relentless apathy, and encourage the murders that were perpetrated in hi? 
name ; and all who fled to its courts in the vain hope of safety, or were allured 
thither by promises of protection, were there murdered, not only, as was 
alleged, by the ej^press commands of the princes, but even in their very pres- 
ence. Within a day or two not a British resident was left alive in Delhi. 

MUTINY FORESTALLED IN THE PUNJAB 

While the conflagration was thus kindled in which the whole Indian 
Empire was so soon to be enveloped, the electric wires which extended across 
Hindustan from Calcutta to Lahore, with branch lines to the principal mili- 
tary and civil stations, w'ere in active operation. When the tidings arrived 
at Lahore, Sir John Lawrence, the chief commissioner of the Punjab, was 
absent; but the judicial commissioner, Mr. Montgomery, at this crisis fortu- 
nately assumed the direction of affairs, and promptly repaired to Mian Mir, 
the military cantonment of which was six miles distant. It was well that 
he did so, for at this station, where there were three native regimenl^s of 
infantry, and one of cavalry, with the 81st British regiment and some artillery, 
the sepoys had matured a plot to seize the fort at Lahore, break open the 
jail, and massacre all the Europeans. Their design was discovered, and 
measures were concerted between Mr. Montgomery and Brigadier Corbett, 
the commander at Mian Mir, to defeat it. 
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On that evening a ball was to be given by the residents to the officers 
of the Slst, and to lull suspicion the bml was allowed to go on. But on the 
next morning the troops were drawn up on parade, ostensibly to hear a 
general order read; the five companies of the 81st, with their artillery, were 
stationed in the rear of the native regiments; and the latter, after a few 
sentences addressed to them, were commanded to pile arms. The sppx)ys for 
a moment hesitated: but they found that twelve guns w^ere pointed at them 
loaded to the muzzle with CTape-shot; that at a single word of command, 
the lighted matches would be applied; and slowly and moodily they yielded 
to the necessity, and piled their arms, which were instantly removed m carts 
by the European soldiers. 

The rapid action of the telegraphic wires was equally effectual in other 
quarters. At Ferozpur, south of tne Sutlej, was a very largo magazine of 
military stores ; but the 45th native regiment of infantry, which was statioiu d 
at this place, had put themselves in communication with the rebels of Miaii’Mir, 
and agreed to act with them in the revolt. But on the same day (the llUh). 
when Brigadier Jones was advertised of the proceedings at Delhi, he quietly 
moved the native troops out of their entrenchments, and filled their place with 
a detachment of the 61st British infantry, and twelve pieces of cannon. The 
Sepoys then endeavoured to effect their purpose by open violence, but their 
attempt was repelled. On tho same eventful day, also, when the report of the 
disarming of the rebels at Lahore was transmitted to Peshawar, the ])rm- 
cipal officers of that quarter decided upon the foniiation of a moveable column, 
wliosp headquarters were to be at Jheluin, and which W'as to “move on every 
point of the Punjab where open mutiny required to be put down by force.” 
By these decisive proceedings the most important limb of the conspiV^ was 
lopped off, and the best of its strength paralysed. It was from tne Punjab 
that the greatest danger was apprehended, both from the military spirit of 
the Sikhs and the recency of their subjugation, which still rankled in their 
memories. Other less important attempts at mutiny, which were on the eve 
of breaking out in other parts of the country, were either suppressed or 
abandoned. Tlie next movement on the part of the British government was 
to be the recovery of Delhi, for which the seeming of the Punjab w'as a neces- 
sary step; and, accordingly. Sir John Lawrence, Mr. Montgomery, and the 
other officers in that quarter bestirred themselves in raising fresh troops, 
Mulianese, Sikhs, and men of the hill tribes, who had not b^n infected by 
the mutiny, and were ready to serve against any power on the inducement of 
good pay and plunder. At the same time Lord Canning, the governor- 
general of India [who had been but a short time in the country], recalled the 
troops stationed in Persia, and sent for reinforcements from Bombay and 
Madras, from Burma and Ceylon, from the Eastern Settlements and the 
Mauritius, and above all from England, to put down a rcWlion in which so 
many kingdoms were united, and to maintain whicli so many armies were in 
the field. c 

Of the governor-general. Lord Roberts" says: “There are few men whose 
conduct of affairs has been so severely criticised los Lord Canning’s, but there 
are still fewer who, as governors or viceroys, have had to deal with such an 
ovelwhelming crisis as the Mutiny. 

Lord Roberts ^ excuses Lord Canning because his advisers were not well 
acquainted with popular feeling in India. He points out that Lord Canning’s 
later success was due to his oto ability and sound judgment. In similar 
vein, Malleson/ declares that when, on the 15th and 16th of May, Lord 
Canni^ received word of the massacre of the Europeans and the rallying 



174 THE HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA 

[1867-1868 A.D0 

round tlie resuscitated flag of the Mughal, he stc od forward as the bold, 
resolute, strong Englishman he really was.” Now indeed, Lord Canning acted 
with judgment and celerity. He directed Lord Elphinstone, the governor of 
Bombay, to hasten the return of the troops from Fersia ; he gave the chief 
commissioner of the Punjab, Sir John Lawrence, full power to act on his own 
judgment ; he countermanded the return of the 84th to Rangoon, and ordered 
Lord Harris of Madras to send two raiments ; and urged Lord Elgin and 
General A^bumham to intercept a British expedition then on its way to 
China, and to despatch the troops with all speed to India instead.^ 

BKITISH ADVANCE ON DELHI 

The commander-in-chief in India during these proceedings of the terrible 
outburst was General the Honourable George Anson. But he died at Kpmal, 
from an attack of cholera, on the 27th of May. He was succeeded in the 
command by Major-General Reed, who was worn out with age and sickness, 
so that this new commander-in-chief was obliged to devolve his charge upon 
Major-General Sir Henry Barnard, on the 8th of June, when he was within a 
single march of Delhi. Such were the effects of succession by the rule of 
seniority at a season when the prime of strength, activity, and promptitude 
was loudly and suddenly called for. Having cleared the way [by various 
skirmishes] the British army advanced to the attack upon Delhi; and for this 
purpose General Barnard divided his force into two columns, one of which, 
under the command of General Wilson, advanced upon the city along the 
main trunk road, while the other, headed by himself, proceeded through the 
cantonments which the rebels had burned and destroyed, and upoij^ a ridge 
beyo^ which he found them posted in a strong position, well defenaed with 
artillery. In this, as on other occasions throughout the war, the rebels were 
turning the lessons they had learned against their instructors; but it was 
merely as humble imitators, and as schoolboys in rebellion against their 
teachers; the genius of the master-spirit to strike out new paths, or even to 
follow up the old to their highest result, was equally wanting among them 
and hence the disadvantage under which they constantly laboured, notwith- 
standing their overwhelming numbers and vast resources. Their position 
was taken in flank and rear, and carried by a rapid flank movement to the 
left on the part of General Barnard, and the rebels, abandoning their guns, 
were fain to take to flight, while General Wilson’s column, pressing forward 
over high walls and through gardens, drove the fugitives back into the city. 
The British troops, having then re-united, established themselves before Delhi 
in a camp about two miles to the north of the city. Here upon ground high 
and rocky, and admirably suited for the siege, they were obliged to stand on 
the defensive for months, owing to the smallness of their numbers and the 
immense force of the rebel sepoys within the city. Tlie entire amount of the 
European army who thus established themselves upon blockade before Delljj^i 
did not exceed three thousand bayonets, with a detachment of Gorkhas, who 
during these encounters aidtd the British and served them with , admirable 
courage and fidelity. 

THE REVOLT IN OTHER PLACES 

During the course of these events that led to the siege of Delhi, the instances 
of revolt m the several portions of the Indiap Empire continued to multiply 
in stfll closer succession; but to these, important though they were, we can 
only devote a brief notice. At Fathigarh it was thought advisable, w]jien the 
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rebellion had approached the neighbourhood, to send off the ladies and the 
children for safety to Cawnpore; and thev were embarked in l^ts upon the 
Ganges, when, on hearing false reports of the safety tliat was still to be enioy^ 
at Fathigarh, a considerable part of them were tempted to return. Here, 
however, the mutiny broke out on the 18th of June ; and the fort in whicll 
the Europeans had taken refuge was attacked, and after a desperate but fruitr 
less resistance its inmates, to the number of one hundred, including women 
and children, embarked on the Ganges on the 4th of July, soon after oiitlnight, 
but were fired upon from the banks by the sepoys; ami in consequence of the 
stranding of one of the two boats, nearly all on board were killed or drowned, 
while those who escaped landed at Bithur, only to lx» murdered by Nana 
Sahib, who had his residence there. 

At Allahabad, where the mutiny broke out in the beginning of June, the 
European officers, to the number of fourteen, were butchered on the [)arade 
ground by their own sepoy soldiers, the military station was deslroyc*d l^y 
fire, and for several days the city was wholly given up to plunder and havoc, 
in which one hundred Europeans were killed. Tliis state of outrage continued 
until troops were sent up from Benares, by whom the place was recovered, ami 
a severe chastisement inflicted on the rebels. 

A similar outbreak took place at Jhansi in Bundelkhand on the 4th of 
June, where such of the British residents as could not make their escape Irom 
the town retired into the fort, determined to sell their lives as dear as possible. 
Although they were only fifty-five, including women and children, they main- 
tained the defence four days under an incessant fire of cannon and musketry, 
and only surrendered on the promise that all their lives should be spared. 
But no sooner had the rebels got possession of the fort than they violated their 
])romises, and put all their prisoners to the sword. On the 3id ol June the 
levolt broke out at Azimgaih, nearly opposite to Benares, hut accompanied 
with such circumstances ol forbearance as to make this act, as compared with 
the other outbreaks, almost seem a virtue; for although the mutineers plun- 
dered an escort conveying treasure to Benares, they formed a square with the 
oflicers within to protect their lives, and brought carriages for the safe con- 
veyance of the women and children, whom they actually escorted ten miles on 
the road to Ghazipur! At Benares, a small company of two hundred British 
soldiers maintained themselves against nearly eight times •that number of 
Sikhs and sepoys who suddenly rose upon them, and held their position in the 
mint until British reinforcements were sent to their aid, and Benares, the 
Athens of Brahmanical learning, recovered from the revolters. It is gratifying 
to add that while this conflict at Benares was at the hottest, seventy Sikh 
soldiers who had been placed on guard of the government treasury, amounting 
to six lacs of rupees, defended their trust to the last, and restored it entire to 
the British troops when the insurrection was quelled. 

This rebellion, which had nerved the most timid to deeds of daring and 
endurance, had also its natural effect in hardening the feelings to the stem 
^modfes of suppression and retribution which had to be adopted, and caused 
deeds to be regarded with toleration which, at other seasons, C9uld not even 
have been heard of without a shudder. Writing on the 29th of June, a British 
resident mentions the permanent establishment of the gibbet at Benares, and 
adds ! “Scarcely a day passes without some poor wretches being hurled into 
eternity. It is-horrible, very horrible I To think of it is enough to make one’s 
blood run cold; but such is the state of things here that even fine delicate 
ladies may be heard expressing th6ir joy at the rigour with which the miscre- 
ants are dealt with.^' 
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THE DEFENCE OF LUCKNOW 

When the rebellion commenced it was of the utmost importance to 
ensure the safety of Lucknow, the capital of the lately annexed and still dis- 
contented kingdom of Oudh, containmg about 700,000 inhabitants. Accord- 
dingly, after the 3rd of May, Sir Henry Lawrence, who was acting as chief 
commissioner there in the absence of Sir James Outram, made active 
preparations for the defence of the residency ; and among other measures, 
he repaired the Mochi Bhawan, an outlying citadel opposite the stone bridge 
across the Gumti River, and considered as the key to Lucknow.c 

Lord Roberts « speaks with much enthusiasm of the service rendered by 
Lawrence, who, he declares, was “ apparently the only European in India who, 
from the very first, formed an accurate estimate of the extent of the danger 
which threatened our rule in the early part of 1857.” Lord Roberts declares 
thst Lawrence, owing to his remarkable knowledge of native character, was 
enabled to judge rightly, as few other men eould do, of the degree of loyalty 
of the native army. He says that Lawrence had actually predicted the 
Mutiny fourteen years before it came, and that he outlined the course it 
would take, and declared that the defection would be general; and that 
moreover, Lawrence’s great influence with the natives enabled him to delay 
the actual outbreak at Lucknow until the defence of the residency was 
assured. Lord Roberts believes that but for the aid of the sepoys who 
gave personal allegiance to Sir Henry Lawrence, it would have been impos- 
sible successfully to maintain the defence/* 

The native force at Lucknow consisted of more than four thousand men, 
having about sixty European officers: the British troops did not number in all 
one thousand. Here the mutiny, after seven or eight weeks of^^indignant 
threats and miirmurings, broke out on the evening of the 30th of May, and 
the commencement was with the usual deeds of violence; but when part 
of the 32nd regiment and the artillery were brought up, the rebels, after some 
loss, forsook the cantonments, and retreated towards Delhi. It was merely 
the first murmur of the storm that was to gather round Lucknow; and, aware 
of this, Sir Henry Lawrence redoubled his preparations for the strengthening 
of the defences, and multiplying the means of resistance. The most active ot 
the rebellious emissaries were hanged; two members of the royal family of 
Delhi and a brother of the ex-king of Oudh were secured and imprisoned in 
that fortress; and thousands of coolies were employed with spade and pickaxe 
in r^airing batteries, stockades, and trenches. 

Everything available for war was brought within the residency, and 
among these were two hundred guns without carriages, which were discovereci 
in a garden, and which now bristled upon the walls and ramparts of the 
British defences. While thus employed, it was learned that a body of the 
rebels were advancing, and Sir Henry Lawrence, with three hundred troops 
and a few guns, marched out on the 30th of June to oppose them, at the village 
of Chinhat, about eight miles from Lucknow. But the mutineers were so 
numerous that Sir Henry was defeated with serious loss, and in consequence 
of this disasfer it was foiSid necessary to withdraw the British troops from 
the military cantonments to the residency. On the 1st of July drders.were 
given to evacuate the place. This was done accordingly, and 240 barrels of 
gunpowder and six million rounds of cartridges were lost, whether for attack 
or defence. The siege of the residency now commenced in earnest, and the 
defence made by the British is one of the most heroic episodes in the history 
of this disastrous rebellion. Hemmed in and all but overpowered, they con- 
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tinued their resistance with unabated constancy, notwithstanding their hope- 
less condition, and the disasters that multipli^ upon them from day to day. 
On the 2nd of July their brave commander, Sir Henry Lawrence, was mortally 
wounded by the explosion of a shell that alighted in the chamber where he 
was reclining on his bed, worn out with anxiety and sickness. He died on the 
4th, after appointing Major £ai^ his successor, and Banks was killed by a 
musket-shot on the 21st. In this critical situation the siege of Lucknow was 
continued, while the heroic defenders procrastinated their resistance in the 
liope of relief. 


NANA BAHIB AND THE MASSACRE OF CAWNPORE 

In so complex an event as the Indian rebellion, it is difficult, especially 
within a narrow compass, to follow out the details of the different outbreaks, 
or even to comprise their names; and hitherto we have been obliged to presenl 
only the chief of them, as specimens of the whole. By the end pf June the 
native troops had mutinied at twenty-two stations. Of these stations, one 
of the most important in the history of this rebellion was Cawnpore. About 
ten miles higher up the river is Bithur, the residence of Nana Sahib, a mis- 
creant whose name has constituted the foulest blot of this rel)ellion. This 
man, a compound of cruelty, craft, and cowardice, was originally nameil 
Dandhu Panth, and was the son of a Brahman from the Deccan; but having 
boon adopted in the eastern fashion as a son by Baji Rao, the displaced peshwa 
of Poona, Nana Sahib, on the death of the latter in 1852, claimed as his lawful 
mlieritance the continuation of the peasion of eight lacs of rupees which had 
been allowed by the British government to the peshwa in consequence of his 
surrender. But this Hindu fonn of succession, by wliich childless princes 
could have continued successors to their rights at pleasure, had b(*en [as we 
have seen] repudiated by the company, and the native claims upon it, which 
had died out with the extinction of these sovereign pensionaries who had no 
son of their own blood, were disallowed. Tlius Nana Sahib, although already 
possessed of more than £4,000,000 by the death of Baji Rao, was disappointed 
in his avaricious hopes, and he nursed the spirit of revenge in his fortified 
palace at Bithur, where he was allowed to retain a bodyguard of tw’o hundred 
soldiers. These circumstances, with his advantages of an English education, 
may account for the readiness with w'hich he threw himself into the rebellion, 
the importance which he acquired in it as a leader, and the fiendish malignity 
with which he pursued it to the close. 

The condition of Cawnpore at the commencement of the general outbreak 
was such as to cause serious alami. The native troops in the cantonments 
consisted of three regiments of infantry and one of cavalry, mustering in all 
3,860 men, having 115 European officers, while the other British troops 
scarcely exceeded 170. Sir Hugh Massey Wheeler was in command of the 
station; and as the cantonments were on a plain, and without any defences, 
he proceeded to throw up a breastwork of earth round the hospital and several 
smaller buildings, which served as a shelter for the Europeans wh^n the storm 
arrived. And its coming was not long delayed. The native regiments rebelled, 
and went off in a body to Nana Sahib, who now found himself in a condition 
to take the field. He therefore immediately marched upon Cawnpore, plun- 
dered the treasury, and took possession of the magazine, that unfortunately 
had not been destroyed; and thus furnished with the sinews of war, he com- 
menced on the 7th of June the siege of the slight earthem fortress that had 
been hastily thrown up. It was a defence better suited to resist a temporary 
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riot than to withstand an army or hold out against a siege, and the astonish- 
ment was that it could have resisted for a single day, more especially when of 
the nine hundred persons contained witiun it 590 were women, children, 
and non-combatants. But this brave garrison continued their resistance till 
the 24th, although the cannonade of the besiegers was heavy and their attacks 
frequent, and although the heat, fatigue, and privations endured in the de- 
fence were such as might have quelled the bravest c 

A vivid account of the suffering of the besieged was afterwards written by 
Captain Mowbray Thomson, one of the two survivors of tliat garrison.® 


AN EYE-WITNESS' ACCOUNT OF THE CAWNPOKE SIEGE 

While in happy England the Sabbath bells were ringing, in the day of peace 
and rest, we were in suspense peering over our mud-wall at the destructive 
flames that were consuming all our possessions, and expecting a more dreaded 
fire that wgis to be aimed at the persons of hundreds of women and children 
about us.- Very few of our number had secured a single change of raiment; 
some, like myself, were only partially dressed, and even in the beginning of 
our defence we were like a band of seafarers who had taken to a raft to escape 
their burning ship. 

All through this first weary day the shrieks of the women and children 
were terrific; and often as the balls struck the walls of the barracks their 
wailings were heart-rendering; but after the initiation of that first day they 
had learned silence, and never uttered a sound, except when groaning from 
the horrible mutiliations they had endured. When night sheltered them, 
our cowardly assailants closed in upon the intrenchments, and ^Harassed us 
with incessant volleys of musketry. Waiting the assault that was supposed 
to be impending, not a man closed his eyes in sleep, and throughout the 
whole siege snatches of troubled slumber, tmder the cover of the wall, were 
all the relief the combatants could obtain. The ping-ping of the rifle bullets 
would break short dreams of home or approaching relief, pleasant visions 
made horrible by waking to the state of things around; and if it were so with 
I^en of mature years, sustained by the fulness of physical strength, how much 
“ifiore terrific were the nights passed within those barracks by our women and 
childreapd; 

As erftfen as the shout of our sentinels was heard, each half-hour sounding 
the ** All’s well,” the spot from which the voice proceeded became the centre 
for hundreds of bullets. At different degrees of distance, from fifty to four 
hundred yards and more, they hovered about during the hours of darkness, 
always measuring the range by day light, and then pouring in from under the 
cover of adjacent buildings, or ruins of buildings, the fire of their artillery, or 
rather of our artillery turned against us. The execution committed by the 
twenty-four-pounders they had was terrific, though they were not always a 
match for the dAices we adopted to divert their aim. When we wanted to 
cr^t^a di'^rsion, we uSed to pile up some of the muskets behind the mud- 
wril and mount them with hats and shakos, and then allow'.the sepoys to 
expend^their powder on these dummies, while we went elsewhere. 

The* sufferings of the women and children from thirst were intense, and 
the men could scarcely endure the cries for drink which were almost perpetual 
from the poor little babes; terribly imconscious they were, most of them, of 
the great, great cost at which only it could be procured. I hyave seen the 
children of my brother officers sucking the pieces of old waterb^gs, putting 
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scraps of canvas and leather strips into the mouth to try and get a single 
drop of moisture upon their parched lips. Not even a pint of water was to be 
had for washing from the conunelioement to the close of the siege; and those 
only who have lived ip India can imagine the calamity of such a privation to 
delicate women who had been accustomed to the most frequent and copious 
ablutions as a necessary of existence. Had the relieving force which >^0 all 
thought to have been on its way from Calcutta ever seen our beleaguered 
party, strange indeed would the appearance presented by any of us after the 
iir'=5t week or ten days have seemed to them. Tattered in clothing, bc'grinuHl 
with dirt, emaciated in countenance were all, without exception; faces that 
had been beautiful were now chiselled with deep furrows; haggard desfiair 
seated itself where there had been a month before only smiles. Some 'v\(‘ro. 
sinking into the settled vacancy of look which marked insanity — the old, 
babbling with confirmed imliecility, and the young raving in not u few case's 
with wild mania; while only the strongest maintained the calmness demanded 
by the occasion. Looking back upon the hornldc straits to which the women 
were driven, the maintenance of modesty and delicate feeling by them to the 
last is one of the greatest marvels of the heart-rending memories of those 
tw’cnty-one days.^ 

At last, when courage had done its utmost and endurance been wasted 
out. the garrison was induced to surrender, on tlu' promise that they should b(‘ 
allowed to retire in safety to Allahabad. They were eseorted by the ndxds 
to the river side, but there the greater part of the boats prepared ostensibly 
f( r their embarkation w’ere drawn up too liigh in the rnud to lx; launched ; and 
((aring the delay occasioned by this obstacle three guns were fired from the 
Nana’s camp, as the signal for the massacre to begin. Volleys of musketry 
wore immediately opened upon the boats already launched, when they had 
reached the midtile of the river, and out of the whole flotilla of about forty 
boats which were embarked on the 27th of June, only one escaped.*' This 
w\ss the one under the comnuind of Major Vibart. Captain Mowdiray Thom- 
son goes on to describe the last scene witnessed by him at Cawnpore.® 

As soon as Major Vibart had stepped into his boat, ‘'Off” was the word; 
but fit a signal from the shore the native boatineu, who numbered eight and a 
co\sw\ain to each boat, all jumped over and wacled to the store. We fixed 
into them immediately, but the majority of them escaped. Before they 
(luittcd us, these men had contrived to secrete burning charcoal in^fhe thatch 
of most of the boats. Simultaneously with the departure of the Hbioatmen. 
the identical troopers who had escorted Major Vibart to the ghaut opened 
ujion us w ith their carbines. As well as the confusion by the burning of the 
boats would allow, we returned the fire of these horsemen, who were about 
fifteen or sixteen in number, but they retired immediately after the volley 
they had given us. 

Those of us who were not disabled by wounds now jumped out of the 
boats and endeavoured to push them afloat, but, alas I most of them were 
utterly immovable. Now from their ambush, in -v^ich tfiey weye" concealed 
all along the banks, it seemed that thousandfl of men fired upon us, beekles 
four nine-pouftders, carefully masked and pointed to the boats, every bush 
was filled with sepoys. The scene which followed this manifestatien of the 
infernal treachery- of our assassins is one that beggars all description. Some 
of the boats presented a broadside to the guns, others were raked from stem 
to stem by the ^ot. Volumes of smoke from the thatch somewhat veiled 
the f\^ extant of the horrors of that morning. All who could move were 
ppeedily expelled from the boats by the heat. Alas ! the wounded were burned 
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to death; one mitigation only there was to their horrible fate — the flames 
were terrifically fierce, and their intense sufferings were not protracted. Mul- 
titudes of women and children crouched behind the boats, or waded out into 
deeper water, and stood up to their chins in the river to lessen the probability 
of being shot. Meanwhile Major Vibart’s boat, being of lighter draught 
than some, had got off and was drifting down the stream, her thatched roof 
un burned. I threw into the Ganges my father’s Ghuznee medal, and my 
mother’s portrait, all the property I had left, determined that they should 
have only my life for a prey; and with one final shudder at the devilry 
enacting upon that bank, which it was impossible to mitigate by remaining 
any longer in its reach, I struck out, swimming for the retreating boat.® 

Major Vibart’s boat contrived to get only ten miles down the river, when 
it was overtaken, and all within it were killed or taken prisoners except four 
men, who made their escape by swimming. Of those who survived the mas- 
sacre at the embarkation, and who were carried back to Cawnpore, the men 
were murdered, while the women and children were reserved for a more linger- 
ing death. All this was accomplished by the orders and under the direction 
of Nana Sahib; and when the foul work was accomplished, he issued procla- 
mations in which he gloried in the deed, and justified his proceedings, by the 
charges he attempted to fasten upon the British government and its func- 
tionaries 

After the men who had not escaped in the two boats had all been shot at 
the ghaut, the women and children were dragged out of the water into the 
presence of the Nana, who ordered them to be confined in one of the buildings 
opposite the assembly rooms; the Nana himself taking up his residence in the 
hotel which was close at hand. When Major Vibart’s boat was bjpught back 
from Soorajpore, that party also was taken into the Nana’s presence, and ho 
ordered the men and women to l^e separated; the former to be shot, and the 
remainder to join the captives in the dwelling or dungeon beside the hotel. 
Mrs. Boyes, the wife of Doctor Boyes, of the 2nd cavalry, refused to be sepa- 
rated from her husband; other ladies of the party resisted, but were forcibly 
tom away, a work of not much difficulty when their wounded, famished state 
is considered. All efforts, however, of the sepoys to sever Mrs. Boyers from 
her husband unavailing; they were therefore all drawn up in a line 
before the assembly rooms. Captain Seppings asked to be allowed to read 
prayers; this poor indulgence was given, then they shook hands with one 
another, and the sepoys fired upon them. Those that were not killed with 
the volley they despatched with their tulw’ars. The spy who commimicated 
these facts could not tell wiiat became of the corpses, but there is little doubt 
they were thrown in the river, that being the native mode of disposing of 
them. 

The wretched company of women and children now consisted of 210, \iz. : 
163 survivors from the Cawnpore garrison, and 47 refugees from Fathigarh. 
That Bithur butcher had murdered all the males except three officers, whose 
lives he spared for some purpose, but for what it is impossible to say. The 
captives we?e fed with only one meal a day of dhal and chupatties, and these 
of the meanest sort; they had to eat out of earthen pans, and the food was 
served by menials of the lowest caste ^ mehter), which in itself was the greatest 
indignity that easterns could cast upon them. They had no furniture, no 
beds, not even straw to lie down upon, but only coarse bamboo matting of the 
roughest make. The house in which they were incarcerated had formerly 
been occupied as the dwelling of a native clerk; it comprised two principal 
rooms, each about twenty feet long and ten broad, and besides there was a 
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number of dark closets rather than rooms, which had been originally intended 
for the use of native servants; in addition to these, a courtyard aI>out fifteen 
yards square presented the only accommodation for these two himdred most 
wretched victims of a bnitality, in comparison with which hereafter the Black 
Hole of Calcutta and its sharp but short agonies must sink into insignificance. 

Closely guarded by armed sepoys, many of them suffering from wounds, 
all of them emaciated from lack of food, and deprived of all means of cleanli- 
ness, the deep dark horrors of the prisoners in that dungeon must remain to 
their full extent unknown, and even unim^ined. The spies, all of them, 
however, persisted in the statement that no indignities were committed upon 
their virtue; and as far as the most penetrating investigation into their most 
horrible fate has proceeded, there is reason to hope that one, and only one 
exception, to the bitterest of anguish was aUotted to them — immunity from 
the brutal violence of their captors^ worst passions. Fidelity requires that I 
should allege what appears to me the only reason of their being thus spared. 
When the siege had terminated, such was the loathsome condition into which, 
from long destitution and exposure, the fairest and youngest of our women 
had sunk, that not a sepoy would have polluted himself with their touch. 

The advance of General Havelock, and his attempt to liberate them, 
brought the crisis of their fate. The Nana was persuaded that the general 
was marching upon Cawnpore only in the hopie of rescuing the women and 
children, and that if they were killed the British forces would retire, and 
leave Iiidia.^* 

JUSTIN McCarthy’s account of the cawnpore massacre 

It was intimated to the prisoners that they were to die. Among them 
wore three or four men. These were called out and shot. Then some sepoys 
were sent to the house where the women still were, and ordered to fire volleys 
through the windows. This they did, but apparently without domg much 
harm. Some persons are of opinion, from such evidence as can be got, that 
the men purposely fired high above the level of the floor, to avoid killing any 
of the women and children. In the evening five men, two Hindu peasants, 
tw’o Mohammedan butchers, and one Mohammedan wearing, the red uniform 
of the Nana’s bodyguard, were sent up to the house, and entered it. Incessant 
shrieks were heard to come from that fearful house. The Mohammedan 
soldier came out to the door, holding in his hand a sword-hilt from which the 
blade had been broken off, and he exchanged this now useless instrument for 
a weapon in proper condition. Not once but twice this performance took 
place. Evidently the task imposed on these men was hard work for the 
sword blades. 

After a while the five men came out of the now quiet house and locked the 
doors behind them. During that time they had killed nearly all the English 
women and children. They had slaughtered them like beasts in the sham- 
bles. In the morning it appeared indeed that th^ work, however zealously 
undertaken, had not been quite thorough. The strongest arms and sharpest 
sabres sometimes fail to accomplish a long piece of work to perfect satisfaction. 
In the morning it would seem that some of the women, and certainly some of 
the children, were still alive; that is to say, were not dead. For the five men 
came then with several attendants to clear out the house of the captives. 
Their task was to tumble all the bodies into a dry well beyond some trees that 
grew near. A large crowd of idlers assembled to watch this operation. Then 
it was seen by some of the spectators that certain of the women and children 
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were not yet quite dead. Of the children some were alive, and even tried to 
get away. But the same well awaited them all. 

Some witnesses were of opinion that the Nanais officials took the trouble 
to kill the still living before they tossed them down into the well; others do 
not think they stopped for any such work of humanity, but flung them down 
just as they came to hand, the quick and the dead together. At all events, 
they were all deposited in the well. Any of the bodies that had clothes worth 
taking were carefully stripped before lieing consigned to this open grave. 

'V^en Cawnpore was afterwards taken by the English, those who had to 
look down into that well saw a sight the like of which no man in modem days 
had ever seen elsewhere. No attempt shall be made to describe it here. 
■WTien the house of the massacre itself was entered, its floors and its walls told 
with terrible plainness of the scene they had witnessed. The plaster of the 
walls was scored and seamed with sword-slashes low down and in the comers, 
as if the poor women had crouched down in their mortal fright with some wild 
hope of escaping the blows. The floor was strewn with scraps of dresses, 
women’s faded, ragged finery, frilling, underclothing, broken combs, shoes, 
and tresses of hair. There was some small and neatly severed curls of hair, 
too, which had fallen on the ground, but evidently had never been cut off by 
the rude weapon of a professional butcher. These doubtless were keepsakes that 
had been treasured to the last, parted with only when life and all were going. 

There was no inscription whatever on the walls when the house was first 
entered. Afterwards a story was told of words found wriitf^n there by some 
Englishwomen telling of hideous wrong done to them, and bequeathing to 
their countrymen the task of revenge. This story created a terrible sensation 
in England, as was but natural, and aroused a furioas thirst for ^^ngeance. 
It was not true. Some such inscription did appear on the walls alterwards, 
but it is painful to have to say that it was a vulgar, and what would have been 
called in later times a ^^senaational” forgery. These English women died 
without leaving behind them any record of a desire on their part for ven- 
geance. We may be sure they had other thoughts and other hopes as they 
died. One or two scraps of paper were found which recorded deatlis and such 
like interruptions of the monotony of imprisonment; but nothing more. The 
well of horrors has been filled up, and a memorial chapel surrounded by a 
garden built upon the spot. It was right to banish all trace of that hideous 
crime, and to replace the house and the well, as Mr. Trevelyan says, by “a 
fair garden and a graceful shrine.” 

Something, however, has to be told of the Nana and his fortunes. Ho 
made one last stand against the victorious English in front of Cawnpore, and 
was completely defeated. He galloped into the city on a bleeding and ex- 
hausted horse; he fled thence to Bithur, his residence. He had just time left, 
it is said, to order the murder of a separate captive, a woman who had pre- 
viously been overlooked or purposely left behind. Then he took flight in the 
direction of the Nepalese marches; and he soon disappears from history. 
Nothing of l^is fate was ^er known. Many years afterwards England and 
India were treated to a momentary sensation by a story of the capture of Nana 
Sahib. But the man who was arrested proved to be an entirely ^different per- 
son ; and indeed from the moment of his arrest few believed him to be the long- 
lost murderer of the English women. In days more superstitious than our 
own, popular faith would have found an easy explanation of the mystery 
which surrounded the close of Nana Sahib’s career. He had done, it would 
have been said, the work of a fiend; and he had disappeared as a fiend would 
do when his task was accomplished.^ 
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THE BRITISH REGAIN CAWNPORE 

In the meantime Allahabad, situated at the confluence of the Ganges and 
the Jumn£L was the place of rendezvous for the British troops that could be 
sent from Calcutta. Benares, and other quarters, and Colonel Havelock, who 
had arrived at Calcutta from the Persian War, was raised to the rank of 
brigadier-general, and sent to the recovery of Cawnpore and the relief of the 
garrison in Luclmow. This gallant veteran, who had entered the army in 
1815, and who, notwithstanding his worth, had served twenty-three years 
l)efore he attained the rank of cap- 
tain, was now to exhibit, in one short 
and final campaign, such talents as 
might have won and which now helped 
to recover Great Britain’s Indian Em- 
pire to its former rule. He arrived at 
Allahabad on the 30th of June, and 
set out from this place by a forced 
march under a burning sun, to attack 
the enemy. He was joined on the way 
by a body of troops under Major Re- 
naud, which raised his force to four- 
teen hundred British and nearly six 
hundred native soldiers, with eight 
gdiis. On the morning of the 11th of 
.luly he found the rebels, to the num- 
ber of three thousand five hundred, 
strongly intrenched at Fathipur, hav- 
ing twelve pieces of cannon, with which 
they opened fire upon the British as J 
they advanced. But their ardour w^as / 
quickly damped by discharge of Enfield 
rifles which killed them from a distance, 
and with a certainty on which they had 
not calculated; they were speedily put 
to tlie rout, and they fled back to Cawn- 
pore, leaving behind them their ammu- 
nition and baggage and all their guns. 

This victory was won without the loss of a single European killed, but 
twelve were struck down during the fight by sunstroke, for they had made 
a forced march of nearly twenty miles before this four hours’ engagement 
commenced. The march upon Cawnpore was resumed, but on the 15th the 
victors were twice encountered by the rebels, first at the village of Aong, 
and afterwards at the bridge over the Pandoonudee, eight miles from Cawn- 
pore. In both engagements the revolted sepoys were completely routed, 
and Havelock pressed forward. The advance qf General EJavelock was 
retarded by a rebel army of five thousand men posted behind some villages 
in front of Cawnpore; but by a few skilful manoeuvres, and the gallant danng 
of the 78th HigUanders, the enemy, although so greatly superior in numbers, 
and notwithstanding their desperate attempts to rally, were driven at every 
point from their positions and guns, and sent fleeing in wild confusion. 

The British entered Cawnpore in triumph, but they found nothing but 
the slaughter-house, on the walls of which the blood of the murdered was still 
warm, ths well in which their limbs were still quivering with the recent death- 
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agony. It was a sight over which the brave conquerors wept like women, 
until their tears were dried up by the burning desire of vengeance. Wherever 
a rebel was caught, unless he could prove his innocence (3 the deed, he was 
instantly hanged. As for the chief rebels, they were compelled, previously, 
to cleanse a certain portion of the pool of blood, that was still two inches 
deep, where the murders had taken place — for to touch blood was, with 
high-caste natives, to incur damnation, however plentifully they might cause 
it to shed — and when they shrank back in abhorrence, the lash of the provost- 
marshal drove them forward to the task. ^^No one,*^ writes Havelock indig- 
nantly, ''who has witnessed the scenes of murder, mutilation, and massacre, 
can ever listen to the word 'mercy’ as applied to these fiends. The well of 
mutilated bodies — alas! containing upwards of two hundred women and 
chDdren — I have had decently covered in and built up as one large grave. 

BRITISH RETRIBUTION 

Of the punishment wreaked upon the sepoys, Spencer Walpole ^ has written 
with severity. He cites the act of one deputy-commissioner who shot without 
trial 237 sepoys and threw their bodies into a well; reporting his deed with the 
comment, "There is a well at Cawnpore, but there is also a well at IJjnalla.” 
John Lawrence, as quoted by his biographer, referred to this report as "that 
nauseous despatch.” 

Walpole^ declares that “ the pillage which followed iho fall of the imperial 
city was more complete than that which had disgraced its capture by the 
barbarian, Nadir Shah,” He says that the natives were tried in batches by 
military commission or by special commissioners, and that f^rv’ escaped 
condemnation. A four-square gallows was erected in a conspicuous place, 
and, that the example might be more terrifying, five or six culprits were 
hanged every day. English officers are said to have sat by, looking com- 
posedly at the struggles of the victims.^ Walpole states that the victims 
numbered more than three thousand, twenty-nine being members of the royal 
family, and that in the Punjab 2384 sepoys were executed. He quotes the 
governor-general as declaring that there was “ a rabid and indiscriminate 
vindictiveness a\)road.” And indeed there is ample evidence that the British 
in India were in no gracious mood — ^which can scarcely be wondered at con- 
sidering what they had seen. An idea of the attitude of mind engendered 
by the atrocities of the insurrection may be gained from such off-hand com- 
ment as that of an officer at Allahabad, who, w^riting to the Times under date 
August 26th, 1837, mentions casually, that “we are now pretty quiet at this 
place, though the hangman is at work daily.” a 

Fearful would have been the doom of the chief offender if he had but 
ventured to wait the arrival of the British at Bithur. ^ But Nana Sahib, the 
murderer of women and children, had performed a consistent part by running 
away from his strongly fortified palace, and in company with his numerous 
cut-throats, Although they mustered five thousand men, with whom he might 
have made a decisive stand. On the 19th Bithur was occupied by the British; 
the evacuated fortress was destroyed, and thirteen guns found in it were carried 
away. 

THE FAILURE TO REACH LUCKNOW 

The relief of Lucknow was the next task to be attempted, and leaving 
General Neill in command at Cawnpore, Havelock crossed the Ganges into 

^ The text is taken word for word from Holmes. 
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Oudh, and resumed an exhausting march at the height of the rainy season, 
through an overflowed country, and under the heat of a withering sun. On 
the 29th of July he was confronted by a rebel army near the town of Vnno. 
Their position was truly formidable, for their right was protec tal by a swamp 
that could neither be forced nor turned, their advance was drawn up in a 
garden inclosure, which had purposely or accidentally assumed the form of a 
bastion, while the rest of their forces were posted in or behind a village, the 
houses of which were loop-holed. The flooded state of the countrj^ on the 
British right and the swamp on their left made an attack upon the enemy’s 
front unavoidable. It was gallantly made, although at every disadvantage, 
and with complete success: the village was set on fire, and its defenders driven 
out; and by a series of skilful movements on a narrow passage between the 
village and the town of Unao, the enemy, who were rallied, and drawn up in 
line upon the plain, were driven from their batteries, deprived of their guns, 
and put utterly to the rout. 

After a brief rest of only three hours, that was more than needful by the 
fatigue of such a victory, the British advanced against Buscrut Gunge, a 
walled town on the road to Lucknow, with wet ditches, and provided with 
every means of a strong resistance. But in spite of these obstacles, and a 
heavy cannonade, the earthworks were scaled, the intrenchments broken 
through, and the town captured. 

Here, however. General Havelock was obliged to pause in his hitherto 
victorious progress, for he was encumbered with his sick and wounded, and 
cholera had broken out in his little army. He therefore fell back upon Man- 
galwar, about six miles from the Ganges, to recruit his troops and wait for 
reinforcements, for he declared that to advance upon Lucknow in their pres- 
ent condition was to march to certain destruction. On the 5th of August, 
hearing that the enemy had again rallied at Buserut Gunge, he advanced 
against them and was again victorious, turning them both in front and flank, 
and driving them off the field with great slaughter. lie then made prepara- 
tions to return to Cawnpore for reinforcements, anil had already sent his 
baggage across the Ganges, when he heard that the enemy had rallied for 
a third time at Buserut Gunge, to abide yet another trial upon that fated 
spot. With four thousand men and six guns, they now v^-ried their mode 
of defence, but in vain; for Havelock, by a correspondent change in his 
attack, foiled all their arrangements, captured their redoubts, guns, and 
batteries, and drove them before him into a retreat that was soon changed 
into flight. 

Wearied and worn out with so many successes, as well as wounds, sickness, 
and incessant action under a burning sun, the army now recrossed the river 
and returned to Cawnpore, but not to rest, for they were almost immediately 
dragged again into the field by a strong body of the enemy who had mustered 
at Bithur, and were threatening to descend upon Cawnpore. Having united 
his force to that of General Neill, Havelock, on the 16th of August, advanced 
upon the rebels, who consisted of four thousand o^the mutineers, joined with 
a portion of Nana Sahib’s own troops, and who occupied a position which 
General Havelock described as one of the strongest he had ever seen. But 
after an hour of hard fighting, the rebels were driven from their alniost 
impregnable defences with heavy loss, and compelled to retreat to Seorajpur, 
and if Havelock had possessed a few cavalry, not one of the enemy would 
have reached that place. 

Seldom, ff ever, had so small an army made such marches and obtained 
so manjfe victories in so short a space of time. Between the 12th of Jidy and 
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the 17th of August it had fought nine battles, and been successful in them 
all. Reduced by sickness and the sword to seven hundred men, they now 
took up their quarters at Cawnpore, to wait the arrival of reinforcements 
imder General Sir James Outram, without which it was impossible for them 
to march to the relief of Lucknow. 

SIEGE AND CAPTURE OP DELHI 

But leaving Lucknow for the present, we must now turn our attention 
to the important siege of Delhi, before which the small force under General 
Barnard nad established itself on the 8th of June. The first purpose of the 
besiegers was merely to maintain their ground and hold the rebels of the city 
in check, until the arrival of reinforcements should enable them to become 
the assailants, and they successfully resisted the numerous attacks that con- 
tinued to be made upon them from the city. Reinforcements, indeed, they 
continued to receive, but this advantage was more than counterbalanced by 
the troops of rebels that poured into Delhi, now the great centre and strong- 
hold of the revolt. On the 5th of July General Barnard died of cholera, and 
was succeeded in the command by General Reed, who on the 16th was obliged 
from ill health to resign office to Brigadier Wilson. By the middle of the 
month the besieging army had been raised to nine thousand men, of whcm 
half were Europeans, and in every encounter they succeeded in repelling the 
enemy with heavy loss. 

The arrival of fresh reinforcements of native soldiers, and a siege train 
from Meerut, on the 4th of September, encouraged the British to turn the 
blockade into an active siege, which was commenced on the lltlj, as soon 
as the batteries were completed. And it was no easy undertaking, for this 
ancient city of the Mughals and chief capital of India was strong in its forti- 
fications, that extended about seven miles in circumference, and included an 
area of about three square miles, while it was defended by a numerous army 
that expected little mercy, and fought with the courage of despair. After a 
heavy bombardment of two days from fifty-four siege guns, by which some of 
the best defences of Delhi were shattered and their cannon silenced, the assault 
was ordered on t^ie morning of the 14th. While no quarter was to be given 
to the mutineers, no harm was to be inflicted upon women and children, and 
the soldiers were warned of the necessity of keeping closely together, instead 
of straggling from their columns. 

In the ^vance of the four columns of attack it was necessary to blow 
open the Kashmir gate, to give an entrance to the city; and this hazardous 
deed was performed, at the almost certain risk of death, by a gallant handful 
who devoted themselves to the work. Through the gap, the first, second, 
and third columns rushed and formed within the ruined gate, but as yet the 
outer works only were won; a fierce resistance was maintained from the 
interior defences and from the city, which retarded the advance of the besieg- 
ers for several days, and jt was not till the 20th that the whole external 
defences of De\hi were in possession of the British, and the gate of the strongly 
fortified palace blown in. 

And now all resistance was at an end. The old king fled from his palace, 
the inhabitants from the city, and the rebel soldiers from their bastions and 
ramparts — all that could escape were fleeing in confused crowds, some across 
theHfedge of boats into the Doab country, some down the right bank of the 
Jumna, and some to the bottom of the Ganges and the Jumna, in their blind 
hurry to escape the vengeance of the conquerors. Thus Delhi was ^on, but 
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not without a loss to the besiegers of 1178 in killed and wounded m the first 
day of assault, and 177 in the intervening cbys to the 2(Hh. ^ 

THE king’s sons KILLEP BT HODSON OF HODBON’s HORSE 

But before the hopes of the mutineers could be effectually crushed, it was 
necessary to obtain possession of the phantom of rebel sovereignty, the king of 
Delhi, and inflict justice upon his murderous family; and attempts were next 
made to discover the hiding-places in which they lay concealed. Lieutenant 
Hodson [known to fame as Hodson of Hodson’s Horse, from the troom which 
he raised and commanded], wiis commissioned for the purpose. He soon 
found the old man, who could not flee far, and brought him back to DeUii. 
Learning that three of the king’s sons had concealed themselves in the tomb 
of the Mughal sovereign Humayun, a huge pile of buildings at some distance 
from Delhi, Lieutenant Hodson on the following morning repaired to the place 
of refuge, with a company of one hundred soldiers c The incident which 
followed exposed Hodson to severe censure. An account of what occurred 
written by Lieutenant Macdowell, who on this occasion shared the command 
of the British force, is sufficiently interesting for quotation:® 

“In Humayun’a tomb were the princes and about throe thousand Mussul- 
man followers. In the suburb close by about three thousand more, all armed, 
so it was rather a ticklish bit of work. We halted half a mile from the place, 
and sent in to say the princes must give themselves up unconditionally or take 
the conseciucnces. A long half hour elapsed, when a messenger came out to 
.•^ay the princes ‘ wished to know if their lives would be i)romised them, if 
they came out. * Unconditional surrender,’ was the answer. Again we 
wailed. It was a most anxious time. We dared not take them by force, 
or all would have been lost, and we doubted their coming. We heard the 
shouts of the fanatics (as we found out afterwards) begging the princes to lead 
them on against us. And we had only one hundred men, and were six miles 
from Delhi. At length, I suppose, imagining that sooner or later they must 
b^ taken, they resolved to give themselves up unconditionally, fancying, I 
siii)pose, as we had spared the king, wt would sjiare them. 

“ Soon they appeared in a small ruth or Hindustani cart dr^wm by bullocks, 
five troopers on- each side. Behind them thronged about two thousand or 
three thousand (I am not exaggerating) Mussulmans. Meanwhile Hodson 
g.dloped back, and told the sowars (ten) to hurry the princes on along the 
roa(l, while we showed a front and kept back the mob. They retired on 
Humayun’s tomb, and step by step we followed them. Inside they went up 
the steps, and formed up in the immense garden inside. The entrance to this 
was through an arch, up steps. Leaving the men outside, Hodson and my- 
self, with four men rode up the steps into the arch, when he called out to them 
to lay down their arms. There was a murmur. He reiterated the command, 
and (God knows why, I never can understand it) they commenced doing so. 

Well, there we stayed for two hours, collectirjg their arms, and I assure 
you I thought every moment they would rush upon us. I saia nothing, but 
smoked all the time, to show I was unconcerned ; but at last, when it was all 
done, and all the arms collected, put in a cart, and started. Hodson turned 
to me and said, ‘We’U go, now.’ Very slowly we mountea, formed up the 
troop, and cautiously departed, followed by the crowd. We rode Blong 
quietly. You will say, why did we not charge them? I merely say, we were 


* Called shabzadalifi. 
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one hundred men, and they were fully six thousand. I am not exaggerating; 
the official reports will show you it is all true. As we got about a mile off, 
Hodson turned to me and said, ‘Well, Mac, weVe got them at last’; and 
we both gave a sigh of relief. Never in my life, under the heaviest fire, have 
I been in such imminent danger. Everybody says it is the most dashing and 
daring thing that has been done for years (not on my part, for I merely obeyed 
orders, but on Hodson’s, who planned and carried it out). ^ Well, I must 
finish my story. We came up to the princes, now about five miles from where 
we had taken them, and close to Delhi. The increasing crowd pressed close 
on the horses of the sowars, and assumed every moment a more hostile ap- 
pearance. ‘What shall we do with them?’ said Hodson to me. ‘I think we 
had better shoot them here; we shall never get them in.’ 

“ We had identified them by means of a nephew of the king’s whom we had 
with us, and who turned king’s evidence. Besides, they acknowledged 
themselves to be the men. Their names were Mirza Mo^il, the king’s nephew 
and head of the whole business; Mirza Kishere, Sultamet, who was also one of 
the principal rebels, and had made himself notorious by murdering women 
and children; and Abu Bukt, the commander-in-chief nominally, and heir- 
apparent to the throne. This was the young fiend who had stripped our 
women in the open street, and cutting off little children’s arms and leg*;, 
poured the blood into their mothers’ mouths; this is literally the case. There 
was no time to be lost; we halted the troop, put five troopers across the road 
behind and in front. Hodson ordered the princes to strip and get again into 
the cart; he then shot them with his own hand. So ended the career of the 
chiefs of the revolt, and of the greatest villains that ever shamed humanity. 

“ Before they were shot, Hodson addressed our men, explaining^ who they 
were, and why they were to suffer death; the effect was marvellous, the 
Mussulmans seemed struck with a wholesome idea of retribution, and the 
Sikhs shouted with delight, while the mass moved off slowly and silently. 
One of the sowars pointed out to me a man running rapidly across a piece of 
cultivated ground, with arms gleaming in the sunlight. I and the sowar rode 
after him, when I discovered it was the king’s favourite eunuch, of whose 
atrocities we had heard so much. The sowar cut him down instantly, and 
we returned, wqjl satisfied that we had rid the world of such a monster. It 
was now four o’clock; Hodson rode into the city with the cart containing the 
bodies, and had them placed in the most public streets, where all might see 
them. Side by side they lay where, four months before, on the same spot, 
they had outraged and murdered our women.” 

Hodson’s plea of necessity for his action in regard to the princes has since 
been refused and some have not hesitated to characterise the shooting of the 
princes os an inexcusable murder. Lord Roberts, however, is disposed to 
regard the matter in a much more charitable light. He expresses sorrow 
that so brilliant a soldier should have laid himself open to criticism. He 
declares, however, in unqualified terms, that Hc^dson, whatever his error of 
judgment, made no breach of faith, since he at no time promised that the 
lives of the pVinces shoulcf be spared ; but while admitting this he deplores 
the act itself as being one that placed weapons in the hands of Hodson’s 
detractors. At the very worst the deed was an error of judgment. This 
estimate is of peculiar interest as coming from one who knows from personal 
experience how difficult it is to deal with similar emergencies.^ 

Justin McCarthy thus sums up the feeling against the deed: *'If in cool 
blood the deed could now be defended, it might be necessary to point out that 
there was no evidence whatever of the princes having taken any pert in the 
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massacre of Europeans in Delhi; that even if evidence to that effect were 
forthcoming, Hodson did not wait for or ask for it; and that the share taken 
by the princes in an effort to restore the dynasty of their ancestor, however it 
might have justified some sternness of punishment on the part erf the English 
government, was not a crime of that order which is held m civilised warfare 
to put the life of its author at the mercy of anyone who captures him when 
the struggle is all over, and the reign of law is safe. One cannot read the 
history of this India Mutiny without coming to the conclusion that in the 
minds of many Englishmen a temporary prostration of the moral sense took 
place, under the influence of which they came to regard the measure of the 
enemy’s guilt as the standard for their right of retaliation, and to hold that if 
he had no conscience they were thereby released from the necessity of having 
any. As Mr. Disraeli put it, they were making Nana Sahib the model for the 
British officer to imitate. Hodson was killed not long after; w'e might well 
wish to be free to allow him to rest without censure in his untimely grave.” o 

Soon aftenvards two others of the king’s sons, who had been equally 
guilty, were tried before a military commission, condemned to death, and 
executed. By these terrible acts of justice all hope of the restoration of the 
Mughal dynasty, or even the pretext of it, which the mutineers had held out, 
was utterly destroyed. The last act in the recovery of Delhi was to appoint a 
flying column for the pursuit of the fugitives on the right bank of the Jumna, 
and into the Doab, and this was done on the 23rd of September, the regiments 
that composed this force being known during the rest of the war under the 
name of Greathead’s column, from that of Colonel Greath(»ad, its commander. 

In this important capture of Delhi, it is worthy of note that the deed was 
achieved before a single soldier of the many thousands from liritain sent out 
for the recovery of India had landed upon its shores. Wliat might not, there- 
fore, be anticipated for the complete re-establish merit of the British dominion 
when these troops had arrived? Another gratifying circumstance was the 
faithful devoted zeal of those native soldiers who remained true to their 
colours during all the weary months of siege, and the h(‘arty co-operation of 
the rajah of Patiala, and the Jhind rajah, the former in qurdling the revolt of 
Ambala, and the latter in the operations of the siege. Their services, as well 
as those of several khans, showed that all India was not ripainst Britain — 
that there were many who could rightly appreciate the benefits of her rule, 
and maintain it in the field even against their own countrymen. ^ They were 
thanked by the governor-general in council, and in the jiroclaination delivered 
afterwards it was stated, These true-hearted chiefs, faithful to their eng^e- 
ments, liavc shown trust in the power, honour, and friendship of the British 
government, and they will not repent it.” 

SIEGE AND RELIEF OF LFCKNOW 

After the capture of Delhi, the great object of interest was the relief of 
the garrison of Lucknow, whose condition was every day becoming more 
perilous. Already they had endured a long and harassing s!ege, in which 
active courage and patient endurance had been equally tried to the utmost; 
and upon any day, or at any hour, no alternative might be left to them but 
surrender. Deprived successively of their two brave leaders, the situation 
of the little garrison was perilous in the extreme. The neighbouring mosques 
and noblemen’s houses, which Sir Henry Lawrence, from a regard to religious 
buildings and private property, had spared, although he was urged to destroy 
them, wpre manned by the enemy’s sharpshooters, who kept up an incessant 
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fire; and ae thev were fistol-shot of the British barricades, ewery 

part of the residency was etsposed to the muskets of about eight thousand 
men, who discharged their ToUeys wherever a gap was found or a living object 
was visible. Thus even the women and children were comparatively under 
fire in the recesses of the innermost apartments, and the sick in the Hospitals 
were exposed to the same mischievous annoyance, by which several lives 
were lost. 

Nothing could exceed the pertinacity of the enemy, whp surrounded the 
British post with batteries mounting from twenty to twenty-five guns, which 
were protected by barricades that defied every attempt to silence them by 
musketiy, and who constructed mines under the principal defences of the 
residency, by which its defenders were constantly in danger of being blown 
into the air. Every art of warfare which they had learned in the British 
service was adopted by the mutineers, who were confident in the thousands 
they could muster for the attack, and in the miserably limited means and 
numbers of those who resisted. But those who had such overwhelming odds 
to confront were true to the long-established reputation of their countrymen; 
and never were British valour and British indomitable resolution more con- 
spicuous than in the defence which this small party maintained against such 
an oceantide of opposition at Lucknow. To sleeplessness was added the 
nightly toil of movmg heavy guns, repairing breaches, and other fatigue- 
duties. When opportunity offered, they even assumed the aggressive, and 
in five sorties which they successively made they spiked two of the enemy’s 
heaviest guns and blew up several of the neighbouring houses, from which 
the fire had been especially dangerous. But wofully were their numbers 
thinned, not only by the casualties of such a defence, but by sc^^nty and 
coarse provisions, which added small-pox and cholera to the list of their 
other calamities. And what the while of the heroines of Tiiicknow? They 
too have erected for themselves an imperishable record, and strong men 
became stronger at the spectacle of their unfeaiing, uncomplaining endur- 
ance. Many of them were made widows in the siege; and at the Ixjdsides 
of the sick and wounded, where every one was a Florence Nightingale, they 
found in active Christian duty the b^t sources of Christian consolation and 
hope. 

But human endurance, which in this instance seemed io be boundless, 
has its limits; and from day to day many a wistful eye had looked into the 
far distance for the expect^ relief, only to be disappointed, while the mes- 
sengers whom they sent out for tidmgs never returned. At length, on the 
twenty-sixth day of the siege, the garrison was cheered by a letter from Have- 
lock’s camp, informing them that the troops were on their march, and in five 
or six days would probably reach them. But six days elapsed and no aid 
arrived. They did not learn until thirty-five long days had passed that the 
relieving force, after such strenuous efforts and signal victories, had been 
obliged to fall back upon Cawnpore. But their relief from Cawnpore was to 
issue at last, and not an hour later than the march could be commenced. At 
that city Sir James OutraA, justly called by Napier the “ Bayard of India,” 
arrived on the 16 th of September with the reinforcements for which Havelock 
had been so anxiously waiting. 

Although, as superior officer and chief commissioner of Oudh, Sir James 
Himself might have undertaken the relief of Lucknow, he chivalrously 
resigned the whole glory of the enterprise to General Havelock, who haS 
already achieved such deeds in the attempt, offering to accompany him" as 
volunteer. Thus invested with a mission on which his generous heart was 
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BO keenly bent, Havelock crossed the Ganges at the heard of tventy-five 
hundred men, among which were the gallant Tdth Highlanders, to whom his 
previous victories were ehieOy owing, and seventeen gps. The enemy, after 
retiring at his approach, af^bmipt^, on the 21st (^ptember^, to make a 
stand at Mangalwar, but alter a four hours* fi^t they were defeated; and 
Havelock, pressing 'forward, was within three miles of the residency of Luck- 
now, when on the 23rd he found the enemy advantageouslv posted, with 
their left resting on the Alambagh, an isolated builcHng with gardens and 
enclosures, and their centre and right drawn up behind a chain of hillocks. 
But the strategetic skill and rapid movements of General Havelock, seconded 
as they were by the gallantry of Sir James Outram, were ^ain successful; the 
enemy were defeat^ once more; and after halting his troops, that had 
marched three da vs in a heavy deluge of rain, and been scantily provisioned 
and badly lodged, the victorious commander effected his decisive advance 
upon the residency. 

No wonder that Havelock himself looked back upon the march with 
astonishment, accustomed 
as he was to dare all but 
impossibilities. Our ad- 
vance,” he writes, ‘^was 
through streets of flat- 
roofed, loop-holed houses, 
from which a perpetual 
fire was kept up, and thus 
each forming a separate 
fortress. I am filled with 
surprise at the success of 
the operation, which de- 
manded the efforts of ten 
thousand good troops. 

The advantage gained has 
cost us dear. The killed, 
wounded, and missing, the 

latter being wounded sol- ^ , 

diers, who, I much fear, some or all have fallen into the hands of a merci- 
less foe, amounted, up to the evening of the 26th, to 535 officers and inen.*’ 
Among those who thus fell was the brave General Neill, a name distinguished 
in this unhappy war, who was killed on entering the gate leading to the Doo- 
lie square.® Mr. R. Gubbins, who was present diiring the siege of Lucknow, 
wrote the following account of the relief.® 



An Eye-witness^ Account of the Relief of Lucknow 

On the night of the 22nd [the messenger Ungud] brought letter from 
General Sir James Outram which announced to us that an army thoroughly 
appointed had crossed the Ganges on the 19th, and would, D.V., soon refieve 
us. Here then, at last, were the long-wish^-for and expected tiding of 
relief! Havelock had not disappointed us! The spirits of the gamsom 
European and native, were greatly raised by the intelligence, which spread 
like wildfire. Nor were we left after tiiis long in suspense. During the 
morning of the 23rd of September the weather cleared, and the soimd of 
artillery the direction of Cawnpore was distinctly heard. By two in the 
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afternoon the reports became quite loud and frequent. All now was exulta- 
tion and joy in the garrison. 

The guns of the relieving army were heard again the next day and early 
on the morning of the 25th, and became louder by ten o’clock. About half- 
past eleven the firing ceased; but, soon after, numbers of the city people were 
observed flying over the bridges across the river, carrying bundles of prop- 
erty on their heads. An hour later the flight became more general, and many 
sepoys, matchlock men, and irregular cav^ry troopers crossed the river in full 
flight, many by the bridge, but more by throwing themselves into the river 
and swimming across it. Tlie guns of our redan battery, and every other gun 
that could be brought to bear upon the flying enemy, as well as our mortars, 
opened a rapid fire upon them, which was maintained for upwards of an hour. 
No sooner did this begin, than the enemy assailed us on every side with a 
perfect hurricane of shot and shell from all their batteries. Fragments of 
shell were falling everywhere, and the interior of the residency itself was 
visited By round shot in places which had never been reached before. 

About two o’clock the smoke of our guns was seen in the suburbs of the 
city, and presently after the rattle of musketry could be heard. At four 
o’clock the officers at the look-out could clearly distinguish European troops 
and officers in movement. About five o’clock the column of the 78th High- 
landers and Sikhs, accompanied by several mounted officers, was seen to turn 
into the main street leading to the residency, up which they charged at a 
rapid pace, loading, shouting, and firing as they passed along. I will here 
quote the eloquent description of the greeting given to our friends from the 
account of ‘^a staff officer”: 

“Once fairly seen, all our doubts and fears regarding them were ended; 
and then the garrison’s long-pent-up feelings of anxiety and suspCnse burst 
forth in a succession of deafening cheers. From every pit, trench, and bat- 
tery — from behind the sand-bags piled on shattered houses — from every 

E ost still held by a few gallant spirits, rose cheer on cheer, even from the 
ospital! Many of the wounded crawled forth to join in that glad shout of 
welcome to those who had so bravely come to our assistance. It was a 
moment never to be forgotten.” 

The Highlanders stopped everyone they met, and with repeated questions 
and exclamations of “ Are you one of them ? ” — “ God bless you! ” — “ We 
thought to have found only your bones,” bore them back towards Dr. 
Fayrer’s house, into which the general had entered. Here a scene of thrill- 
ing interest presented itself. The ladies of that garrison with their cliildren 
had assembled in the most intense anxiety and excitement under the porch 
outside, when the Highlanders approached. Rushing forward, the rough 
and bearded warriors shook the ladies by the hand midst loud and repeated 
gratulations. They took the children up in their arms, and fondly caressing 
them, passed them from one to another to be caressed ifi turn, and then, 
when the first burst of enthusiasm and excitement was over, they mournfully 
turned to speak among themselves of the heavy loss they had suffered, and 
to inquire wife names of the numerous comrades who haa fallen on the way. 

It is quite impossible to describe the scene within the intrenchment tliat 
evening. We had received no post, nor any but the smallest scrap of news 
for 113 days since the date of the outbreak at Cawnpore. All had relatives 
and friends to inquire after, whose fate they were ignorant of, and were 
eager to learn. Many had brothers, friends, or relatives in the relieving 
force whom they were anxiously seeking. Everyone wished for news of the 
outer world, of Delhi, Agra, Calcutta, and of England. Everybody was on 
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foot. All the thoroughfares were throng, and new faces were every 
moment wpearing of friends whom one Wl least expected to see. The 
happy and excited moments passed quickly, until by degrees the excitement 
mraerated. Gradually quarters were found for the officers and soldiers who 
had come in. Every garrison was glad to welcome in the new-comers, who 
were sufficiently worn and exhausted to require early repose. 7 

SIR COLIN CAMPBELL SECURES THE RETREAT PROM LUCKNOW 

Though much had been done, the garrison of Lucknow by this last exploit 
had been reinforced but not relieved. A sufficiency of troops had arrived to 
lighten the labours of the 
overwearied defenders and 
insure their safety for the 
present, but not to withdraw 
them from the place around 
which the coil of siege, after 
the momentary interruption, 
was drawn as closely and 
strongly as ever. Finding it 
impossible, therefore, to ex- 
tricate the women, children, 
and non-combatants,General 
Havelock and his compan- 
lons-in-arms resolved to re- 
main with them and abide 
the brunt of conflict until 
General Sir Colin Campbell, 
the newly appointed com- 
mander-in-chief, should be 
able effectually to relieve 
them. This distinguished 
hero of the Crimean War had 
arrived at Calcutta from 
England on the 14th of Au- 
gust) but, as he was obliged Colim Campbell 

to wait the coming of rein- ( 1702 - 1863 ) 

forcements from home, it 

was not till the 9th of November that he was able to set out from Gawnpore 
for the effectual relief of Lucknow. 

Even then, important and difficult as was the task, his force amounted 
to only 4,550 men and thirty-two guns. t)n the 12th he arrived at the 
Alambagh, and there his difficulties commenced, as the residency was to be 
reached through the heart of the city, where every street, house, and wall 
was a fortress, a march along which would have been enough to have destroyed 
thrice the numbers he commanded. But he had beefi previously informed of 
all the localities of the city and suburbs, and the positions of the enemy, and 
he availed himself of this knowledge by making a detour to the right as Have- 
lock had done. It was effected with equal success, although against obsta- 
cles equally formidable; and, after a series of desperate skirmishes, he reached 
the residency on the 17th, his arrival being aided on the part of Hiaveloek 
and the garrison by a sally, in which the enemy was routed and the ^ay 
cleared for his entrance. 

H. w.— VOL. xxn. o 
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And now to remove the women and children, the sick, wounded, and 
civilians, for he saw that the residency must be abandons! This wae a 
still more difficult task than to lead armed men into the place. But this also 
was successfully accomplished. By a series of masterly feints Sir Colin dis- 
tracted the attention of the enemy; and while he kept them massed together 
in the expectation of an immediate attack, he quietly removed the helpless 
during the afternoon and night of the 19th, along a line of posts which he 
formed on the left rear of his position, and conveyed them in safety to Dil- 
kusha, a palace belonging to the kings of Oudh, after which the troops of the 
garrison followed on the 22nd, and all reached Dilkusha in safety, without 
the loss of a man. In like manner the whole of the treasure and all the 
European guns were carried off in safety. So completely the while was the 
enemy deceived that their fire was kept up on the old British positions many 
hours after they had been abandoned. 

Altogether it was one of the most masterly retreats under trying disad- 
vantages which the history of modem warfare has on record. Only one 
event occurred to mar the joy of the rescued, and this was the death of the 
brave Havelock, who expired at Dilkusha on the 24th, by an attack of 
dysentery, under which his enfeebled frame, worn out with such excessive 
exertions, rapidly sunk. Undistinguished during a long course of military 
service since 1815, except among his friends, who knew him to be a master of 
strategy in all its branches, he had no sooner attained a separate command, 
and found his right sphere of action, than he crowded within little more than 
two short months such a scries of victories as would have sufficed for a life- 
time, and made any commander illustrious. In that brief period he combined 
the rapidity of Napoleon with the caution and foresight of Wellington, and 
upon his own limited field was as successful as either, while the tifiings of his 
victories, which reached home in rapid succession, made all men wonder who 
this new hero was, and why he had been neglected so long. The queen created 
him a baronet, but it was three days after he had expired at Dilkusha, and 
thus the wreath that should have decked his brow could only be planted on 
his grave. 

Sir Colin Campbell was now in full retreat to Cawnpore, where the ladies, 
children, and civilians, a helpless band of two thousand souls, might be left 
in safety before further military operations could be undertaken; and he 
had reached Bunnee on the evening of the 27th of November, when he heard 
heavy firing in the direction of Cawnpore, for which he could not account, as 
he had received no news from that quarter for several days. But there a des- 
perate battle was going on, and the British arms were in danger. During 
the absence of Sir Colin, General Windham occupied the military cantonments 
which lay to the south of that city; but on learning that the Gwalior con- 
tingent of rebels were advancing to attack it on the north, he marched on the 
26th to encounter them before they could reach Cawnpore, and found them 
drawn up on the opposite bank of "the Pandoonudee, the bed of which river 
was at that time diy. 

The disparity betweAi the two armies was alarming, for while General 
Windham’s force consisted of only twelve hundred infantry, one hundred 
eavalry, and eight guns, the rebels were about twenty-five thousand men, 
well provided with artillery. They were gallantly charged, and their advanced 
troops were driven back; but on their main body coming up. General Wind- 
ham retired his troops to the canal. On the following day the rebels com- 
menced the attack with a heavy cannonade, that was kept up for five hours, 
under which the British were obliged to withdraw to their intrenchments 
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^ter severe loss, while their tents and camp stores, which they were com- 
pelled to leave behind them, were burned by the enemy. It was this bring 
that arrested the attention of Sir Colin Campbell, and surmising that Generd 
Windham wm attacked, he hurried forward to the rescue. 

On reaching the scene of conflict in the evening, he found the British shut 
up within their intrenchments, and the rebels in p>ossession of the citv. It 
was necessary to dislodge them; but before the attempt could be made, the 
helpless survivors of Lucknow imder his charge had to be conveyed across 
the Ganges by a single bridge which the enemy had not destroyed, and it 
was not until the 30th that the last cart had crossed the bridge, while two 
or three days more were spent in having them safely forwarded to Allahabad. 
He was now in readiness for the fight; but his arrival had made the enemy 
cautious, and it was not until they had been reinforced by the rebels of Oudh 
and the followers of Nana Sahib that they ventured, on the 6th of Decem- 
ber, to make a decisive stand. But they were effectually beaten, with the 
loss of all their guns and ammunition, and wherever they attempted to rally 
they were met by British detachments, and so thoroughly routed and dis- 
persed that this Gwalior contingent as an army could no longer be found. 
Nor did Nana Sahib, who had sent reinforcements to the rebels, escape a 
merited chastisement; for troops were sent to Bithur who destroyed all his 
remaining property, discovered and seized his treasures which were concealed 
in the wells, and soon left him too poor to continue long his rebellion with 
any hope of success. 

While one powerful rebel chief was thus reduced to comparative help- 
lessness, the British government in India had obtained an effective ally m 
Maharajah Jung Bahadur, the prime minister of the king of Nepal. This 
prince having offered his aid to the governor-general, which was gladly 
accepted, crossed the frontier with ten thousand Gurkhas, among the most 
warlike of the population of India, and in his advance he twice encountered 
and defeated a rebel army. He then, at the close of the year, established 
himself at Gorakhpur, to check the rebels of Lucknow in any attempt they 
might make in an easterly direction after Sir Colin Campbell should have 
driven them from the city, an event which was anticipated as likely soon to 
take place. ^ 

Indeed, all fear and foreboding as to the result of the Indian Mutiny were 
now at an end. Reinforcements had been sent from Britain in such numbers 
that no native army could confront them successfully in the field; the British 
soldiers were confident in the valour and skill of their well-tried illustrious 
leader, while the rebels were so daunted by repeated defeats that their cour- 
age and confidence were on the wane. The revolt was now in a great mea- 
sure confined to Rohilkhand, to the territory between Agra and Allahabad, 
to Bundelkhand, and to Oudh, while the great metropolis of the insurrection 
after the fall of Delhi was the populous, warlike, and strongly fortified city 
of Lucknow. To strike a mortal blow, therefore, at the head of the evil, by 
the final conquest of this place, was the aim of the commander-jp-chief after 
he had effected the liberation of the garrison. * 

THE RECArTURE OF LUCKNOW 

All being in readiness for this important enterprise. Sir Colin Campbell 
commenced operations by sending forward two regiments on the 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1858, to prevent the rebels from destroying an iron suspension-bridge 
across the river Kalli-Nuddi. He then commence his own march two days 
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after to Fathigarh, where he remained till the 1st of February, restoring order 
in the disaffected districts of the Doab, after which he proceed to Gawn- 
pore, for the purpose of crossing the Ganges at that place; and to clear his 
line of march, strong detachments were sent forward, by one of which, com- 
manded by General Franks, a brilliant victory was gained over an army of 
rebels twenty-one thousand strong, who were encountered and completely 
scattered at Badshahgunge, about two miles from Sultanpur. 

On the 5th of March Sir Colin was before Lucknow with his whole force 
collected, and his siege train brought up, the right of his line resting on 
Bibiapur and the Gumtee rivers, and his left stretching towards the Alam- 
bagh. With such a force as was now arrayed against the devoted citv, the 
issue could not long be doubtful. On the 9th the attack commenced., and 
by the 21st all the strong defences of Lucknow were stormed and won, and 
the rebels were fleeing in eve^ direction. It was now the hour of triumph 
for the Asiatic allies of the British, and they did not neglect the opportunity. 

Those stately buildings,” says an eye-witness, which had never before 
been entered by European foot, except by a commissioner of Oudh on a state 
day, were now open to the common soldier and to the poorest camp follower 
of our army. How their splendour vanished like snow in sunshine! The 
destruction around one, the shouting, the smashing noises, the yells of the 
Sikhs amd natives were oppressive.” After a painful description of the spec- 
tacle, the writer adds, It was late in the evening when we returned to camp, 
through roads thronged with at least twenty thousand camp followers, all 
staggering under loads of plunder — the most extraordinary and indescrib- 
able spectacle I ever beheld — coolies, syces, kitmutgars, dhooly-bearers, Sikhs, 
grass-cutters, a flood of men covered with clothing not their owo;^ carrying 
on heads and shoulders looking-glai^, mirrors, pictures, brass pots, swords, 
firelocks, rich shawls, scarfs, embroidered dresses, all the ‘ loot ’ of ransacked 
palaces. The noise, the dust, the shouting, the excitement were almost 
Deyond endurance. Lucknow was borne away piecemeal to camp, and the 
wild Gurkhas and Sikhs, with open mouths and glaring eyes, burning with 
haste to get rich, were contending fiercely against the current, as they sought 
to get to the sources of such unexpected wealth.” 

On the who?e, it seems to have been but a renewal of the capture and 
sacking of Jerusalem, Babylon, or Nineveh, as they were exhibited when 
war was comparatively young, and the passions of men at the wildest. How 
unfortunate it was for the British that the necessity of their position should 
have united them with such allies, and made them in some measure responsible 
for their deeds. 

SUCCESSES OF SIR HUGH ROSE IN CENTRAL INDIA*. AGAINST THE RANI OP 

JHANSI 

In noticing the leading events of this war, it would be unpardonable to 
omit the campaign that ii^as carrying on in Central India by Sir Hugh Rose, 
at the head of the Malwa or Nerbudda field force of about six thousand men, of 
which twenty-five hundred were British. At the end of January Sir Hugh 
captured Rathgarh, situated on a pear-shaped hill, and surrounded with 
precipices, except at the narrowest part, by which, however, the access was 
very difficult. Although one of the strongest forts in Central India, its diffi- 
culties were surmounted and the walls stormed in three days, and such of 
the rebels as escaped were obliged to use ropes to aid their descent down 
the rocks. He then advanced to the relief of Sagar, where a .European 
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earriBOD and about a hundred women and children had been cloaely besieged 
for more than half a year; and on his arrival the enemy were glad to raise 
the siege. Soon after the Garakhot fort yielded almost without a blow, 
althou^ it was so strong that it might have withstood a siege for montlis 
against the whole assailing force. 

Sir Hugh Rose, having thus dislodged the rebels from their most avail- 
able defences, commenced at the end of February his march upon Jhansi, on 
the way to which there was a mountmn-ridge with three passes, that formed 
the means of a military advance upon Jhansi. The forts of the passes were 
speedily taken, and Sir Hugh Rose was master of the whole country between 
Sagar and Jhansi, to the east of the Betwa river. 

The attack of Jhansi itself was now the great object of enterprise. It was 
the richest city in Central India, and one of the most culpable in the massacres 
and plunders of the rebellion, so that there was scarcely a house in which 
there was not some booty that had been taken from the English. Its for- 
tress also was strong, not only by its natural position but by the resources of 
art; and its walls, which were built of granite, from sixteen to twenty feet 
in thickness, were well embrasured for cannon and loop-holed for musketry, 
while the place was defended by a garrison of twelve thousand men, headed 
by a fearless virago, the rani of Jhansi. Altogether, the siege was one of the 
most desperate undertakings of the war; but the capture of fort and city 
was certain to be followed by the downfall of the rebellion in Central India. 
Desperate was the resistance of the men of Jhansi, who were conscious of 
their crimes, and apprehensive of a just retribution. By the 30th of March 
the defences both of city and fort were dismantled by the British artillery, 
but as the ammunition of the teiegers was running short, they resolved to 
attempt Jhansi by escalade. The assault was made on the 2nd of April, and 
the city was successfully entered by two storming columns, who fought their 
way through every obstacle until they met and were concentrated in the 
palace. 

“ This was not effected,” says Sir Hugh Rose in his graphic description of 
the siege, without bloody, often hand-to-hand combats. One of the most 
remarl^ble of them was between detachments of her majesty’s 85th regi- 
ment and 3rd Europeans, and thirty or forty Velaitie sowar^, the bodyguard 
of the rani, in the palace stables under the hre of the fort. The sowars, full 
of opium, defended their stables, firing with matchlocks and pistols from the 
windows and loop-holes, and cutting with their tulwars, and from behind 
the doors. When driven in they retreated behind their horses, still firing, 
or fighting with their swords in both hands, till they were shot or bayoneted, 
struggling even when dying on the ground to strike again. A party of them 
remained in a room off the stables, which were on fire, till they were half 
burned: their clothes in flames, they rushed out, hacking At their assailants, 
and guarding their heads with their shields.” 

Such frantic deeds of despairing r^istance, of which the foregoing is a 
specimen, were multiplied over the streets and bijjldings of Jhansi before it 
was taken; and it was well that there was nothing less than the utmost of 
British courage and firmness to confront them. When all was hopeless both 
for city and fortress, the rani gave the signal for flight, by mounting a gray 
horse and making off with only four attendants, with a body of British cav- 
alry in full pursuit; and on the night after the rebels fled from the fort, leav- 
ing it wholly defenceless, bwt not until they had lost five thousand n^n in 
the siege and storm. The city was treated with more humanity than it had 
expected^and the British soldiers, after the storm had ceased, were to be seen 
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everywhere sharing their rations of food with the wives and children of those 
who had been the murderers of their countrymen. 

After the fall of Jhansi, the capture of Kalpi was the next enterprise to be 
attempted, and Sir Hugh Rose, directing his march in this direction, encamped 
about three miles from Kalpi, where he was attacked on the 22nd of May by 
the rebels, who were put to the rout. Besides these successes, other victories 
which had been gained by Generals Roberts and Whitlock made Sir Hugh 
Rose imagine that Central India was now completely cleared of the rebels, 
and that there would be no further occasion for the services of his troops in 
that quarter. But his hopes were premature, for the war was not yet ended: 
the leader of the rebels at Kalpi, whose name was Tantia Topee, had retreated 
before the fall of the town, and in him the British found the ablest and most 
impracticable of all the chiefs of the rebellion. He retired to Gwalior, the 
capital of Sindhia, whose troops he persuaded to fraternise with the rebels; 
and when the fugitives of Kalpi fled, they joined these new allies, and drove 
Sindhia from his capital to the British cantonments at Agra, after which they 
placed Rao Sahib, a nephew of Nana Sahib, upon the throne of Gwalior. 

These events called Sir Hugh Rose again into the field; but before his 
arrival, the principal rebels and Tantia Topee had left Gwalior, taking with 
them all the treasure they could find, and leaving the rani of Jhansi to abide 
the encounter, at the head of her rebels of Kalpi and the mutineers of the 
troops of Sindhia. Sir Hugh found them occupying a cantonment in the 
neignbourhood of Gwalior, dislodged and defeated them, and drove them in 
headlong flight into the capital. On the 19th of June, the rebels rallied upon 
a range of heights in front of the town, being headed by the rani of Jhansi, 
who was dressed in male attire, and fought gallantly like a commoi;? soldier; 
but they were defeated with the loss of twenty-seven guns, and also of their 
brave Amazonian leader.^ Sindhia was thus restored to his capital and 
throne, and the rebellion in Central India being now at an end, the troops 
of Sir Hugh Rose were parted into garrisons for Jhansi, Gwalior, and other 
parts of the country. 

With the fall of Lucknow its capital, the kingdom of Oudh might be con- 
sidered as disarmed; and it now became necessary to determine the line of 
policy that was .to be followed out in the government of this dangerous and 
rebellious province. This was soon announced by Lord Canning, the gov- 
ernor-general, then at Allahabad, in a proclamation which he issued on the 
3rd of March. His first object, he declared, would be to reward those who 
had been steadfast in their allegiance, and who had aided and supported 
the British authority; and, after this, the nature of the reward was an- 
nounced, and the persons who were to enjoy it. Six talukdars (land- 
owners) of Oudh, including two rajahs, were named, and it was declared 
that these were henceforward to be the sole hereditary proprietors of 
the lands which they held when the province came under British rule, 
with such additional rewards as the government should judge fit to confer 
upon them ^but that witji these exceptions, the proprietary right in the soil 
of the province was confiscated to the British government, to be disposed of 
according to its own judgment. To those talukdars, chiefs, and landholders, 
with their followers, who should make submission to the chief commissioner 
of Oudh, surrendering their arms to him and obeying his orders, an indemnity 
from punishment should be granted, provided that their hands were unstained 

P Of this Joan of Arc whom Walpole! calls "the heroine of the Mutiny," Sir Hugh 
Rose exclaimed, " the best man upon the side of the enemy was the woman found dead, the raui 
of Jhansi."] 
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with English blood murderously shed; but for any further indulgence they 
must throw themselves upon the justice and mercy of the British govern- 
ment. Those among them who should promptly come forward and support 
the chief commissioner in the restoration of peace and order were to have 
their claims of restitution to their rights liberally considered; but those who 
had participated in the murder of Englishmen and Englishwomen were to be 
excluded from all mercy. 

Such was the proclamation sent to Sir James Outram, the chief commis- 
sioner, who neither relished its terms nor the ungracious power with which it 
invested him, and he lost no time in writing from his camp at Chinhat to Lord 
Canning, remonstrating upon the impolicy of the measure. There were not, 
he declared, a dozen chiefs and landnolders who had not participated in the 
rebellion; and those who were thus to be summarily dispossessed would 
betake themselves to their domains and continue their resistance. Hitherto, 
he alleged, they had been most unjustly treated under British settlement 
operations, and hence, when the rebellion was at its height, and their coun- 
try overrun by the rebel soldiery, they had made common cause with the 
insurgents; and this being the case, they ought now to be treated rather 
as honourable enemies than as rebels. These, and other such considera- 
tions, were urged by Sir James Outram, but with little effect, for although 
Lord Canning added a short clause more definite in its promises of resti- 
tution to those who should give their aid in the establishment of peace and 
order, no abatement was made to the right of wholesale confiscation, and 
the punishment of general dispossession. 

Had these resolutions been adopted at an earlier period, and when the 
progress of the British conquest of India was in full career, they might have 
teen passed without question and acted on without scruple. But now the 
case was different. The British had almost lost their hold of India, and this 
by the severity of their rule, originating in over-confidence in their power. 
Such was the general feeling at home when tidings of this widely-spread and 
all but universal rebellion in her eastern empire had arrived in England; and 
while reports followed of the victories which British arms were achieving in 
the East, the popular triumph was accompanied with the surmise that the 
rebellion had been provoked, and that justice niust be done to India. This 
was manifested even in the India House, when the original draft of Lord 
Canning’s proclamation had arrived; and a despatch, in the form of a letter 
from the secret committee of the court of directors of the company, was sent 
to his lordship, animadverting upon his resolutions, and enjoining their miti- 
gation. Great Britain had annexed the kingdom of Oudh to her own domin- 
ion without just cause, and notwithstanding its past services and fidelity to 
her alliance; ^ she had deprived it of its king, and imposed upon it her own 
rule, and administered its revenues, without regard to those whom the change 
had reduced from wealth and distinction to utter destitution. Under these 
circumstances the hostilities carried on in Oudh had rather the character 
of a legitimate war than that of rebellion, and its neople were to be regarded 
rather with indulgent consideration, “than made the objects of a penalty 
exceeding in extent and in severity almost any which has been recorded in 
history as inflicted upon a subdued nation.” And in conclusion they added, 
“ We desire that you will mitigate in practice the stringent severity of the 
decree of confiscation you have issued against the landholders of Oudh. We 

[' The reader will recollect that the reason for the annexation of Oudh was the mi^oTem- 
ment of its rulers who, though friendly to the British, acted very oppressively towards their 
own subje^s.] 
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desire to see British authority in India rest upon the willing ob^ience of a 
contented people: there cannot be contentment where there is general con- 
fiscation.’* 

TRANSFER OF THE COMPANY’S POWERS TO THE CROWN 

But the days of the company itself were already numbered, and this 
humane appeal was a graceful close to its existence. The .great subject of 
importance in parliament during the session of 1858 was the suppression 
of the rebellion in India, and the means of retaining the country under British 
rule, and for this even the important question of parliamentary reform was 
postponed. 

As it was now certain that measures were about to be introduced by 
ministers for altering the form of government in India, the company drew 
up a long, elaborate, and able petition to parliament, setting forth its past 
services and exertions for the benefit of India ‘ and the empire at large, and 
deprecating the withdrawal of their powers, and the transference of their 
rule into other hands. [But before tne discussions on the subiect had ter- 
minated, the Palmerston ministry fell and a new scheme introduced by Dis- 
raeli met with general disapproval.] 

We cannot advert to the discussions that followed, in which every step 
was followed by a pause or a conflict: all this was only commensurate witn 
the importance of the great question of the future government of the Indi^ 
Empire, in which so manv mistakes were to be amended and so many evils 
redressed. The India Bill finally passed the house of commons on the 8th 
of July, and that of the lords on the 23rd, and received the assent of the 
crown on August 2nd, the last day of the session. There is a solemnity and 
yastness of meaning in the simple words by which the transfer is announced 
in the first clause of the bill, to which the grandeur of the decrees of the 
Roman senate can present no parallel: 

“ The government of the territories now in the possession or under the 
government of the East India Company, and all the powers in relation to 
government vested in or exercised by the said company, in trust for her 
niajesty, shall cease to be vested in or exercised by the said company, and 
all territories in (he possession or under the government of the said company, 
and all rights vested, or which, if this act had not been passed, might have 
been exercised by the said company in relation to any territories, shall become 
vested in her majesty, and be exercised in her name; and for the purposes 
of this act, India shall mean the territories vested in her majesty as afore- 
said, and all territories which may become vested in her majesty by virtue 
of any such rights as aforesaid.” 

While these discussions were going on in the British parliament, the pro- 
gress of the war in India was such as promised both a speedy and successful 
termination. A strong garrison was left in Lucknow to control the city and 
its neighbourhood, while a campaign was opened against the district of Rohil- 
khand, to wnich the Lu&now rebels had retired. Every fort that was 
assailed by the British was taken, and every enemy in the field put to the rout 
— and hence the little interest that belongs to the narrative of this closing 

[> Of the Bervices of tbe company, Spencer Walpole writes : In a single century it had 

•massed an empire, and had bronght one person in every six in the world into subjection. Where 
else in the world's history can be found a dependent which in the course of three generations pro- 
duced men of the capacity of Warren Hastings, of Welleslev, and of Dalhousie ? And which has 
produced in the same period among its subordinate officials such men as the two Lawrences, as 
Havelock and Outram, as Monntstuart Elphinstone and Malcolm, as Metcalfe and Mpnro?”’] 
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portioaof the war. In all these proceedii^, also, were to be recognised the 
masterly intellect and military skill of Sir Oolin Ganmbell, who directed each 
movement, and who, for his able services, was raised to the peerage with the 
title of Lord Clyde. The progress towards a general pacification was likewise 
promoted by the transference of the government of India to the British 
crown, and the natives were induced to reverence a sovereign power, more 
especially when aggrandised by remoteness and invisibility, m preference to 
the authority of men who were present, and known to be subjects like them- 
selves. Accordingly, when a royal proclamation, which was transmitted to 
India, was published by the governor-general on the 1st of November, it 
called forth several adciresses to the queen, expressive of their loyalty ancl 
attachment. 


In this proclamation it was announced to the native princes of India that 
all engagements which had 
been made with them by 
the company would be 
scrupulously maintained 
and fulfilled; that no ex- 
tension of territorial posses- 
sion was sought; and that 
no aggression upon it 
should be tolerated, or en- 
croachment upon that of 
others sanctioned. The 
British government held 
itself bound to the natives 
of its Indian territories by 
the same obligations of 
duty which bound it to all 

the other subjects of the ^ 

British Empire. Upon the , ™ 

important subject of reli- entrance gate, bikancra barh 

gion, in which the rebel- (Where two tboiiaana mutlncerB were killed in 1867) 



lion had originated, the ^ ^ ^ 

declaration was explicit: Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Chris- 
tianity, and acknowledging with gratitude the solace of religion, we disclaim 
alike the right and the desire to impose our convictions on any of our sub- 
jects. We declare it to be our royal will and pleasure that none 1^ in any 
wise favoured, none molested or disquieted by reason of their religious faith 
or observances, but that all shall alike enjoy the equal and impartial protec- 
tion of the law; and we do strictly charge and enjoin all those who may be 
in authority under us, that they abstain from all interference with the 
religious belief or worship of any of our subjects, on pain of our highest dis- 
pleasure.” It was addeci that all of whatever race or creed were to be freely 


and impartially admitted to such offices in her maj^ty’s service as they were 
qualified to hold. Those who inherited lands were to be protected in all 
rights connected therewith, subject to the equitable demands of the state; 
and in framing and administering the law, due regard was to be paid to the 
ancient rights, usages, and customs of India. 

With regard to the late rebellion, a general pardon was granted for past 
offences, except to those who had taken part in the murder of British sub- 
jects, or who nad given asylum to murderers, knowing theni to be such, or 
who may^ve acted as leaders or instigators in revolt; but in apportioning 
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the penalty due to such persons, full consideration should be given to the 
circumstances under which they had been tempted from their allegiance. To 
all others still in arms against the government, an unconditional pardon, 
amnesty, and oblivion was promised, on their return to their homes and 
peaceful pursuits, and compliance with these conditions before the 1st day 
of January next. 


END OF THE MUTINY 

The chief difficulty that still remained was the pacification of Oudh, with- 
out which the government of India could not be fully re-established; and 
to effect this, such decisive measures were adopted, as could only be justified 
by the necessity of the case, and the warlike, dangerous spirit of the people. 
A proclamation was issued by Mr. Montgomery, who had been appointed 
chief commissioner of Oudh, ordering that all talukdars, zamindars, and 
native inhabitants of the province should deliver up to the servants of gov- 
ernment at the nearest police station, within one month from that date, all 
their cannon, firearms, weapons, and ammunition, under pain of fine and 
imprisonment for one year, with flogging; and if a landholder, of the con- 
fiscation of his lands. The next step was to suppress the rebels wlio were 
still in the field, which was no such easy achievement, for they had made 
Oudh their place of shelter and rallying point for their final stand, and were 
likely to defend it with the fierceness of despair. They had also for one of 
their chief leaders the ex-queen of Oudh, a woman of fearless courage and 
unyielding spirit, who issued a counter-proclamation to the people, warning 
them not to trust the promises of the British government, and anajysing the 
proclamation of the British sovereign, paragraph by paragraph, with all 
the shrewdness and caustic severity of a well-practised literary reviewer. 
The winter campaign was opened in November, and the Oudh chieftains sur- 
rendered their hill-forts, or were driven from them after a short and useless 
resistance. 

With the close of the year, the rebellion in Oudh, its last stronghold, had 
terminated, and an army, originally numbering one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand, been routpd and dispersed with comparatively little loss to the victors. 
Resistance indeed continued to be made, out it was the hopeless resistance 
of broken bands and fugitive chiefs, lurking among the fastnesses of Nepal, 
beyond the Britisli dominions, and urged by hunger or revenge; and with 
every attempt their numbers were diminished and their range circumscribed, 
so that what had lately been armies, were little more than troops of brigands, 
whose outrages the nearest military station was strong enough to suppress. 
The British Empire was re-established in India upon a basis more august and 
imposing than before.^: 

The act for the better government of India (1858), which finally trans- 
ferred the entire administration from the company to the crown, enacts that 
India shall Jbe governed^by and in the name of the sovereign of England 
through one of the principal secretaries of state, assisted by a council of 
fifteen members. The governor-general received the new title of viceroy. 
The European troops of the company, numbering about twenty-four thou- 
sand officers and men, were amalgamated with the royal service, and the 
Indian navy was abolished. By the Indian Councils Act (1861) the gov- 
emor-generaPs council, and also the councils at Madras and Bombay, were 
augmented by the addition of non-official members, either natives or Euro- 
peans, for legislative purposes only; and by another act passed ix) the same 



THE INDIAN MUTINY 205 

[ 1867-1858 A.D.] 

year high courts of judicature were constituted out of the existing supreme 
courts at the presidency towns. 

It fell to the lot of Lord Canning both to suppress the Mutiny and to 
introduce the peaceful revolution that followed. As regards his execution 
of the former part .of his duties, it is sufficient to say that he preserved his 
equanimity undisturbed in the darkest hours of peril, and that the strict 
impartiality of his conduct incurred alternate praise and blame from the 
fanatics on either side. The epithet then scornfully applied to him of 
^‘Clemency” Canning is now remembered only to his honour. 

Peace was proclaimed throughout India on July 8th, 1859; and in the 
following cold weather Lord Canning made a viceregal progress through the 
upper provinces, to receive the homage of loyal princes and chiefs, and to 
guarantee to them the right of adoption. The suppression of the Mutiny 
increased the debt of India by about forty millions sterling, and the military 
changes that ensued augmented the annual expenditure by about ten millions. 
To grapple with this deficit, Mr. James Wilson was sent out from the treas- 
ury as financial member of council. He reorganised the customs system, 
imposed an income-tax and licence duty, and created a state paper cur- 
rency. The penal code, originally drawn up by Macaulay in 1837, passed 
into law in 1860, together with a code of civil and criminal procedure.* 

Spencer Walpole ? pays a glowing tribute to the sterling merits of Canning, 
placing him easily in the first rank of what he denominates the now class of 
rulers of India. He admits Canning’s defects of character ; conceives that a 
Clive or a Wellesley, or perhaps even a Hastings or a Hardinge, might have 
stamped out the rebellion more rapidly ; but he believes that no one of these 
men would have presented so fine an example of the best features of British 
character. The tribute is a high one, but perhaps not too high.® 
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Lord Canning left India in March, 1862 , and died before he had been a 
month in England. Ilis successor, Lord Elgin, lived only till November, 
18^^ when he too fell a victim to the excessive work of the govemor-general- 
ehip) djdng at the Himalayan station of Dharmsala, where he lies buried. 
He was succeeded by Sir John Lawrence [afterwards Lord Lawrence], the 
saviour of the Punjab. The chief incidents of his administration were the 
Bhutan War and the terrible Orissa famine.^ 

The drought of 1865 had caused a dearth in 1866. Unforeseen byjho 
lieutenant-governor of Bengal, it could not be met with imported supplies, 
and before the following rainy season brought relief a million souls had died 
of hunger or consequent disease, out of a province containing a population of 
only four millions. Lord Napier saved Madras from a similar calamity by his 
foresi^t, and a year later the sufferings from a drought in Mysore were con- 
flideiwly mitigated by the British rulers." 

LORD Lawrence’s vice-royalty (1868-1869 a.d.) 

In the little state of Bhutan, lying at the north of Assam, there were 
rugged mountaineers who had not infrequently descended upon the British 
vuDjects in tSie foothills ^hich they claimed as a part of their own territory. 
Certain British subjects had been kidnapped in the course of these raids, and 
in 1863 Mr. Ashley Eden had been sent to treat with the marauders, but the 
utter failure of the mission,” says Trotter,^ “was crowned by the insults 
heaped upon the envoy himself. In fear of his life he had to sign a treaty 
surrendering the very lands in dispute.” It was this incident that led Sir John 
Lawrence in November, 1864, to aeclare war against the Bhutans, and to send 
an invading force against them. But the highlanders showed suc^ resources 
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and such courage as have usually distinraish^ the inhabitants of a moun- 
tainous country, and they more than held their own for a time. Ultimately, 
however, they were reduced to a state of submission, pledges being exacted 
for the maintenance of peace. 

Great importance attaches to Lawmnoe's Afghan policy, the interest 
of the British power in Afghan affairs having become closer as her frontiers 
advanced towards Afghanistan in consequence of the annexations following 
on the Sind and SiKh wars. Bright hus defended Lawrence’s attitude 
against the critics who have spoken slightingljr of his policy. Bright points 
out that Lawrence held aloof from the dynastic quarrels of the Afghans, and 
that he showed great tact in dealing with.the rival princes. Ho cultivated 
the friendship of the amir by gifts, carefully avoiding any topic that could 
give offence Such accomplishments often mark an exhibition of a high 
phase of political activity .a 

THE GOVERNORSHIPS OF LORDS MAYO AND NORTHBROOK (1869-1876 A.D.) 

Lord Mayo, who succeeded Lawrence in 1869, carried on the permanent 
British policy of moral and material progress with a special de^r^c of per- 
sonal energy. The Ambala (Umballa) darhar, at which Sher All "v^as recog- 
nised as amir of Afghanistan^ though in one sense merely the completion of 
what Lord Lawrence had begun, owed much of its success to the personal 
influence of Lord Mayo himself. The 8ame (juality, combined with sympathy 
and firmness, stood him in good stead in all his dealing both with native chiefs 
and European officials. His example of hard work stimulated 811 to their 
best. While engaged in exploring with his own eyes the farthest comers of 
the empire, he fell by the hand of an assassin in the convict settlement of the 
Andaman Islands in 1872. 

His successor was Lord Northbrook, whose ability showed itself chiefly in 
the department of finance. During the time of his administration a fimine 
in Lower Bengal in 1874 was successfully obviated by government relief and 
public works, though at an enormous cost; the ga^war of Baroda Was 
dethroned in 1875 for misgovemment and disloyalty, while his dominions 
were continued to a nominated child of the family; Lord Lytton followed 
Northbrook in 1876. 

QUEEN VICTORIA BECOMES EMPRESS OF INDIA (1877 A.D.) 

On January 1st, 1877, Queen Victoria was proclaimed empress of India at 
a darhar of unec;[ualled magnificence, held on the historic ^‘riage’’ overlookiiig 
the Mughal capital of Delhi. But, while the princes and high official of the 
country were flocking to this gorgeous scene, the shadow of famine was 
already darkening over the south of India. Both the monsoons of 1876 had 
failed to bring their due supply of rain, and the season of 1877 was little better. 
The consequences of this prolonged drought, which extended fro^ the Deccan 
to Cape Comorin, and subsequently invaded northern India, were more dis- 
astrous than any similax calamity since the introduction of British rule. 
Despite unparalleled importations of grain by sea and rail, despite the most 
strenuous exertions of the government, which incurred a total expenditure 
on this account of eleven mfllions sterling, the loss of life from actual starva- 
tion and its attendant train of diseases was lamentable. The total number 
of deaths from disease and want in the distressed tracts in excess of the 
normal mortality for the two years 1876-1878 is estimated to have raised the 
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death-rate forty per cent., or five millions. In the autumn of 1878 the affairs 
of Afghanistan again forced themselves into notice.^ 

RELATIONS WITH THE AFGHANS 

In following the history of the course of affairs in Afghanistan during the 
nineteenth century, it should be remembered that the Saddozais and Barak- 
zais are two branches of the Durani tribe, which was raised to dominant power 
by its chief, Ahmed Khan, the founder of an Afghan kingdom under the 
Saddozai dynasty towards the end of the eighteenth century. His descend- 
ants had rilled, amid many vicissitudes, at Kabul, until in 1818 the assassin- 
ation by the reigning amir of his powerful minister, Fatteh Khan Barakzai, 
led to a revolt headed by the Barakzai family, which ended in the expulsipn 
of the Saddozai Shah Shuja, and the establishment at Kabul of Dost Muham- 
med, Fatteh Khan^s son; while Shah Shuja took refuge in the Punjab. By 
this time the political situation of Afghanistan had become materially affected 
by the consolidation of the formidable military dominion on its eastern 
frontier in the Punjab, under Ranjit Singh and his Sikh army. Ranjit Singh 
took advantage of the distracted condition of Afghanistan to seize Kashmir, 
and in 1823 he defeated the Afghans in a battle which gave him the suzerainty 
of the Peshawar province on the right bank of the Indus, though an Afghan 
chief was left to administer it. Ten years later Shah Shuja, the exiled 
Saddozai amir, made a futile attempt to recover his kingdom. He was 
defeated by Dost Muhammed, when Ranjit Singh turned the confusion to his 
own account by seizing Peshawar and driving the Afghans back into their 
mountains. ^ 

At this point begins the continual interference of England and Russia in 
the affairs of Afghanistan, which has ever since exercised a dominant influ- 
ence upon all subsequent events and transactions. It has not only trans- 
formed the situation of the ruling amirs, but has also profoundly affected the 
Asiatic policy of the two European governments. Shah Shuja's enterprise 
in 1833 had been supported by the co-operation of Ranjit Singh, and encour- 
aged by the British viceroy. Lord W. l^ntinck. Although the ex^dition 
failed, the result was to excite jealousy of the British desims; and the Russian 
envoy at Tehran instigated the Shah of Persia to attack Herat, the important 
frontier fortress of northwestern Afghanistan, which was then in the possession 
of an independent chief. In 1837, in spite of remonstrances from the British 
representative at Tehran, a Persian army besieged the city, but the appearance 
of British troops on the southern coast of Persia compelled the Persians to 
withdraw from Herat in 1838. 

The rivalry between England and Russia was now openly declared, so that 
each movement from one side was followed by a counter move on the Afghan 
chess-board from the other side. The British ministry had been seriously 
alarmed at the machinations of Russia and the attitude of Dost Muhammed 
at ^bul; and it was determined that the most effective means of securing 
their own interests withiif the country would be by assisting Shah Shuja to 
recover his sovereignty. A tripartite treaty was made between Ranjit Singh, 
the British governor-general of India, and Shah Shuja; and a British army 
marched up the Bolan pass to Kandahar, occupied that city, pushed on north- 
wards to Ghazni, which was taken by assault, and entered I^bul in 1839. As 
Dost Muhammed had fled across the northern mountains, Shah Shuja was 
proclaimed king in his stead. 

But this ill-planned and hazardous enterprise was fraught with the elements 
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A ruLer imposed upon a free people by foadpi mm k 
af’iimyB unpcigrriar : Ibe Is unable taetund aioae; and his foreign auJ^ariee soon 
find themm'm oUi^ to choose between remaining to upnold his power, or 
retiring with the probability that it will faU after their d^Motore* The leaoiitt 
chiefs of Afghanistan perceived that the maintenance of Shah Shuja’s ruk 
by British troops would soon be fatal to their own power and position in the 
country, and probably to their national independence. The attempt to raise 
taxes showed that it might raise the people; so that for both men and monev 
the shah’s government was still obliged to rely principally upon British aid. 
The result was that after two years’ occupation of the countiy, in the vam 
hope of establishing a national government under Shah Shuja, the Britii^ 
found their own situation unten^le; for the fierce and warlike tribes broke 
out into incessant revolt, imtil a serious insurrection at Kabul in the winter 
of 1841-42 compelled the British army to make an ignominious and disastrous 
retreat. The whole force was lost on the road between Kabul and Jalalabad; 
but Jalalabad was successfully defended by its British garrison, and General 
Nott held out at Kandahar imtil General Pollock’s temporary reoccupation 
of Kabul in 1842 restored in some degree the military reputation of Great 
Britain. The British troops then completely evacuated the country. Dost 
Muhammed, who had been a state prisoner in India, was replaced on the Kabul 
throne; and the policy of intervention in Afghan affairs was suspended for 
nearly forty years. 

It has been said that the declared object of this policy had been to main- 
tain the independence and integrity of Afghanistan, to secure the friendly 
alliance of its ruler, and thus to interpose a great barrier of mountainous 
country between the expanding power of Russia in Central Asia and the 
British dommion in India. After 1849, when the annexation of the Punjab 
had carried the Indian northwestern frontier up to the skirts of the Afghan 
highlands, the corresponding advance of the Russians southeastward mong 
the Oxus river became of closer interest to the British, particularly when, in 
1856, the Persians again attempted to take possession of Herat. Dost 
Muhammed now became the British ally, but on his death in 1863 the king- 
dom fell back into civil war, until his son Sher Ali had won his way to undis- 
puted rulership in 1868. In the same year Bokhara became a dependency of 
Russia. To the British government an attitude of noil-intervention in 
Afghan affairs appeared in this situation to be no longer possible. The meet- 
ing between the amir Sher Ali and the viceroy of India at Ambala in 1869 
had drawn nearer the relations between the two governments; the amir con- 
solidated and began to centralize his power; and the establishment of a strong, 
friendly, and imited Afghanistan became ^ain the keynote of British policy 
beyond the northwestern frontier of India. 

When, therefore, the conquest of Khiva in 1873 by the Russians, and 
their gradual approach towards the amir’s northern border, had seriously 
alarmed Sher Ali, he applied for support to the British; and his disappoint- 
ment at his failure so far estranged him from the British connection that he 
began to entertain amicable overtures from the Rtissian authorities at Tash- 
kend. In 1869 the Russian government had assured Lord Clarendon that 
they regarded Afghanistan as completely outside the sphere of their influence; 
and in 1872 the boundary line of Afghanistan on the northwest had been 
settled between England and Russia so far eastward as Lake Victoria. Never- 
theless the correspondence between ^bul Tashkend continued, and as 
the Rui^ians were now extending their dommion over all the region beyond 
Afghanistan on the northwest, the Briti^ government determinkl, in 1876, 
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once more to undertake active measures for securing their political ageonitonoy 
In that country. But the amir, whose feelings of resentment had by no mwak 
abated, was now leaning toward Russia; and upon his refusal to admit a 
Britaidi agent into Afghanistan the negotiations ibally broke down. 

THE AFGHAN WAR OF 1878-1880 

In the course of the following year (1878) the Russian government, to 
counteract the interference of England with their advance upon Constanti- 
nople, sent an envoy to Kabul empowered to make a treaty with the amir. 
It was immediately notified to him from India that a British mission would be 
deputed to his capital, but he demurred to receiving it; and when the British 
envoy was turned back on the Afghan frontier hostilities were proclaimed by 
the viceroy in November, 1878, and the second Afghan War began. Sir 
Donald Stewart’s force, marching up through Baluchistan by the Bolan pass, 
entered Kandahar with little or no resistance; while another army passed 
through the Khyber pass, and took up positions at Jalalabad and other places 
on the direct road to Kabul. Another force under Sir Frederick Roberts 
marched up to the high passes leading out of Kuram into the interior of 
Afghanistan, defeated the amir’s troops at the Paiwar Kotal, and seized the 
Shutaigardan pass which commands a direct route to Kabul through the 
Logar valley. The amir Sher Ali fled from his capital into the northern pro- 
vince, where he died at Mazar-i-Sherif in February, 1879. In the course of 
the next six months there was much desultory skirmishing between the tribes 
and the British troops, who defeated various attempts to dislodge them from 
the positions that had been taken up; but the sphere of British militf^ry opera- 
tions was not materially extended. It was seen that the farther they ad- 
vanced the more difficult would become their eventual retirement; and the 
problem was to find a successor to Sher Ali who could and would make terms 
with the British government. 

In the meantime Yakub Khan, one of Sher Ali’s sons, had announced to 
Major Cavagnari, the political agent at the headquarters of the British army, 
that he had succeeded his father at Kabul. The negotiations that followed 
ended in the conclusion of a treaty in May, 1879, by which Yakub Khan was 
recognized as arfiir; certain outlying tracts of Afghanistan were transferred 
to the British government; the amir placed in their hands the entire control 
of his foreign relations, receiving in return a guarantee against foreign aggress- 
ion; ^d the establishment of a British envoy at Kabul was at last conceded. 
By this convention the complete success of the British political and military 
operations seemed to have been attained; for whereas Sher Ali had made a 
treaty of alliance with, and had received an embassy from Russia, his son had 
now made ^ exclusive treaty with the British government, and had agreed 
that a British envoy should reside permanently at hi 3 court. 

Yet it was just this final concession, the chief and original object of British 
policy, that proved speedilv fatal to the whole settlement. For in September 
the envoy, Sfi* Louis Cavagnari, with his staff and escort, was massacred at 
JSabul, and the entire fabric of a friendly alliance went to pieces. A fresh 
expedition was instantly despatched across the Shutargardan pass under Sir 
nedanck Roberts, who defeated the Afghans at Charasia near Kabul, and 
(he city in October. Yakub Klmn, who had surrendered, was sent 
tQ ibmK aiid the British army remained in militaiynccupation of the district 
imtil in December (1879) its communications with India were 
interrupted, and its position at the capital placed m serious jeopardy, by a 
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gen^ flfling of the tribes. After they had been repulsed and put down, not 
withyt gome hard fighting, Sir Donald Stewart, who had not quitted Eandi^ 
hw, broui^t a force up by Ghaani to Kabul, overcoming some resistance on 
to way, and assumed the supreme command. Nevertheless the politieal 
situation was still embarrassing. 

Abdurrahman, the son of the late amir Sher Ali's elder brother, had f mi gh t 
against Sher Ali in the war for succession to Dost Muhammed, had been 
driven beyond the Oxus, and had 
lived for ten years in exile with 
the Russians. In March, 1880, 
he came back across the river, 
and began to establish himself in 
the northern province of Afghan- 
istan. The viceroy of India, 

Lord Lytton, on hearing of his 
reappearance, instructed the po- 
litical authorities at Kabul to 
communicate with him. After 
pressing in vain for a treaty he 
was induced to assume charge of 
the country upon his recognition 
by the British as amir, with the 
understanding that he should 
have 110 relations with other for- 
eign powers, and with a formal 
assurance from the viceroy of 
protection from fc 

sion, so long as he . 

seiveclly follow the advice of the 
British government in regard to 
his external affairs. The prov- 
ince of Kandahar was severed 
from the Kabul dominion; and 
the sirdar Sher Ali Khan, a mem- 
ber of the Barakzai family, was 
installed by the British represen- 
tative as its independent ruler. 

For second time in the course of this war a conclusive settlement of 
Afghan affairs seeined now to have been attained; and again, as in 1879, it 
Was immediately dissolved. In July, 1880, a few days after the proclamation 
01 Abdurrahman as amir at Kabul, came news that Ayub Khan, Sher 
young^ son, who had been holding Herat since his father's death, had marched 
upon Kandahar, had utterly defeated at Mai wand a British force that went 
out from Kandahar to oppose him, and was besieging that city. Sir Freiderick 
TT from ^bul with ten thousand men io its relief, 

reached Kandahar after a rapid march of 313 miles, attacked and routed 
Ayub Khans army on September 1st, and restored British authority in 
^uthern Afghanistan. As the British ministry had resolved to evacuate 
Sher Ali lOian, who saw that he could not stand alone, resign^ 
no withdrew to India, and the amir Abdurrahman wasrinvited to take pos* 
se^on of the province. But when Ayub Khan, who had meanwhile rettaated. 
0 Herat, heard that the British forces had retired, early in 1881, to Ii&, lie 
ustered«,Jre^ army and 'again approached Kandahar. In June the fort oi 
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Girisk, on the Helmund, was seized by his adherents; the amir’s troops were 
defeat^ some days later in an en^gement, and Ayub Elian took possession 
of Kandahar at the end of July. The amir Abdurrahman, whose movements 
had hitherto been slow and uncertain, now acted with vigour and decision. 
He marched rapidly from Kabul at the head of a force, with which he en- 
countered Ayub Klian under the walls of Kandahar, and routed his army on 
September 22nd, taking all his guns and equipage. Ayub Khan fled toward 
Herat, but as the place had meanwhile been occupied by one of the amir’s 
generals he took refuge in Persia. By this victory Abdurrahman’s rulership 
was established.*^ 

Roughly speaking, of the years from the close of 1858, when the govern- 
ment of British India was transferred from the East India Company to the 
crown, to the commencement of 1900, half were occupied in preparing, in 
plotting out, and in making a vigorous commencement in the execution of the 

g eat projects for the moral and material development of India, of which the 
tter half saw the application and extension. The schemes which were then 
put into force, more particularly for the material development of India, for 
increasing the J^tem of railway communications, for fiscal reform, or for the 
prosecution of irrigation works, had their inception in the preceding period, 
and more particularly in its second decade. The work of reorganisation, of 
progress, and of financial reform, which was commenced in 1859 by Lord 
Canning, though from time to time hindered under his successors by war, 
was on the whole continuously carried on. In spite of discouragement from 
famines and plague, from a succession of wars on the northwestern and eastern 
frontiers, and from the ruinous effect on Indian finance of the continuous fall 
in the value of silver relatively to gold, the work begun in the first f.alf of the 
forty-one years under review, and vigorously resumed after 1880, was more or 
less consistently carried on up to 1^. Thus the whole period forms, as it 
w^ere, one growth. The first half is inextricably bound up with the second; 
and while much of the progress of the last twenty years has been in directions 
previously but little pursued, mere has been but the sequence and necessary 
outcome of the foregoing period. 


SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS 

The finances of the country, which, during the years immediately preceding 
1876 and 1877, had been very carefully husbanded by the Indian government, 
were in those two years made the subject of a fresh and exhaustive study. 
Sir John Strachey took charge of the finances in 1876, and his administration 
marks a new era in Indian finance. He was not destined to reap the fruit of 
all his labours; but great changes had already been effected by him, and more 
were in contemplation, when the stress and strain of the Afghan War deferred 
their execution. The obstructive old internal salt customs frontier line, 
stretching aUone time from the Indus to the Mahanadi in Madras, a distance 
of 2,^ miles, and guarded by nearly 2,000 men, had been finally abolished. 
The inland salt duties throughout India were at the same time in great 
measure equalised. Arrangements had been concluded with certain native 
states by which, subject to compensation allotted to them, the great Indian 
sources of salt supply, which lie for the most part within their territories, were 
made over to the control of the government of India. The consumption of 
salt at once considerably increased as a consequence of this measure, and the 
revenue corresponded. Similar reforms had been contemplated, -and in a 
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small measure had been commenced, with regard to the customs revenue from 
import duties levied in India on cotton go^. 

During Lord Mayo’s rule administrative measures had been initiated, hav- 
ing for their object the decentralization of the finances; the transfer, that is to 
say, to the several provincial governments of the direct control of a portion of 
the public receipts and expenditure within their limits, with corresponding 
relief and advantage to the central administration. In 1877-1879 these 
measures were further developed. Certain important local sources of revenue 
were definitely placed in the nands of the provincial governments, which were 
left to cultivate and improve them, to augment their produce, and to spend 
all or a definite part of them, at their discretion. On the other hand, the 
expenditure in certain branches of administration was transferred to provin- 
cial governments, of which the cost would be defrayed from the funds assigned 
them. Economy and good administration resultc'd, so far as the finances and 
the provincial governments were concerned, while the central government 
was relieved from provincial importunities, of which it could not always 
measure the relative importance, and from the control of details of provincial 
administration of which, in truth, it was not a competent judge. 

Education had advanced during the twenty years under review, though 
relatively to area and population it was still in an extremely backward state. 
A despatch from England in 1854 had laid down with fulness and precision 
the principles which were to guide the government in state education, and its 
provisions were continued and enlarged by a subsequent despatch of 1859. 
These two despatches still form the charter of education in India. The three 
universities of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay had been incorporated in 1857 
by acts of the Indian legislature. Among the several presidencies and prov- 
inces Bengal and Madras had on the whole shown the greatest advance; but 
Bombay, with its large and highly intelligent Parsee population, has always 
been prominent in respect of education. 

The three great codes which pre-eminently do honour to the Indian legis- 
lature — the Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, and the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code — were passed during the earlier part of the sixth decade of the 
nineteenth century. The labours of Sir Henry Sumner Maine and Sir Fitz- 
James Stephen had enriched the Indian statute book with other important 
acts, such as the Evidence Act, various forest laws, the Crimihal Tribes Act. 
the Christian Marriage Act, the Mohammedan and Parsee Marriage Act, and 
an Act for the Prevention of the Murder of Female Infants. The relations 
of landlord and tenant in upper India and in Oudli had occupied the atten- 
tion of the legislature. A high court of judicature, similar to those already 
existing in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, had been established for the 
north-west provinces. The police system throughout India had been reor- 
ganised; sanitation had been especially recognised as claiming atteption; the 
trade of India had developed from a total in round figures of forty-one millions 
nf imports ^d forty-three millions of exports in 1859-64 to a total of sixty-two 
millions of imports and seventy-six millions of expqfts in 1880-^. Notably 
the great tea industry had taken firm root, and was assuming ever-increasing 
proportions. There existed at that date twenty-one jute mills, mostly in 
Bengal. Brewing had been introduced, and was becoming more and more 
extended. Steam paper mills and some minor industries had also taken root. 

The administrative note, therefore, of the seventeen years from 1859, after 
^e close of the Mutiny, to 1876 was one of moderation and cautious advance. 
They were years but little removed from the rule of the late East India Com- 
pany and the great catastrophe of 1857. Tlie whole machinery of govern- 
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ment, more especially during the earlier part of that period, was successively 
brought under review, and m almost every department reorganisation more 
or less complete was projected. It was a time mainly of study and deliber- 
ation, preliminary to action; of prudent but thorough overhauling of the 
administration which had been but recently handed over to the crown. 

With the advent in 1880 of Lord Ripon as viceroy the portals of war were 
closed, and India entered once more upon the pleasant paths of peace. Remis- 
sion of taxation, encouragement of primary and secondary education, the pro- 
motion of local self-government, the amelioration of the status of the agri- 
cultural tenant, the recognition and promotion of native claims to a share in 
directing the internal affairs of India — these were the cardinal points of the 
policy of 1880 and the years immediately ensuing. During the preceding 
period the attention of the central government, and the genius of those who 
inspired it, had been more immediately devoted to the material progress of 
India. Of that sympathetic and indulgent handling of the native population 
which characterised the East India Company, the traces become less and less 
apparent as we pass from the sixth towards the close of the seventh decade. 
The greatest benefits had been conferred on the people by the fiscal and 
public works measures introduced during those years. But of any seeking or 
strengthening of personal touch with them on the part of the administration 
there is comparatively little trace. Much was done for the people, but in 
concert with them little was attempted. The steps taken in this direction 
during the eighth decade mark a return to the more personal and human 
aspects of administration which before 1857 had been perhaps exclusively 
prominent, but which of later years might be judged to have fallen too greatly 
mto abeyance. In short, after 1880, and for a brief term of ^ibsequent 
years, the moral development of India again took an equal place in the fore- 
ground, and the characteristic note of the decade which succeeded 1880 is to 
be found in the greater effort made during that period to combine moral with 
material progress. 

In 1882 India was freed from taxation on her imports, strong liquors and 
salt excepted. The customs duty thenceforth, and till further changes, was 
derived entirely from the produce of an export duty on rice, and from import 
duties on salt and alcohol. Ai the same time the salt duty was reduced. The 
estimated loss of revenue consequent on this reduction was £1,400,000. A 
total of two and one-half millions in taxation was thus remitted to the country. 
In their Finances and Public Works of Indm^^ the two Stracheys, writing in 
1881, had expressed themselves on the subject in strong terms: “The policy 
followed by the government of India during the viceroyalty of Lord Lytton 
was one of absolute free trade, without reserve or qualification, and financial 
necessities alone prevented that policy from being carried out to the fullest 
extent. The proceedings of the last three of four years have, however, suc- 
ceeded in rendering inevitable the almost total abolition of the customs duties, 
which of all Indian taxes are probably the worst. 

It is, however, nece^ry to add that the abolition of the import duties on 
cotton goods was carried out against the very general feeling whether of 
Europeans or of the educated natives of India. 

EMPLOYMENT OF NATIVES IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

The salaries of the upper grades of the native subordinate executive ser- 
vices were improved in 18^, at an estimated increase of about £50,000 a year. 
It was declared to be the intention of the British government and of the gov- 
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eminent of India that a constantly increasii^ share of the work of the country 
should be performed by natives of India. Few aspects of Indian a^inistra- 
tion are more disagreeable at first sight than this, that with few exceptions all 
the higher posts, which carry with them the la^r salaries, are confined to 
Europeans. Given the conoitions and requirements of the administration 
this is at present inevitable. But it necessarily bears on the face of it that 
appearance of a monopoly by a foreign caste of the higher grades of employ- 
ment, which cannot fail to attract hostile criticism. It may confidently be 
asserted on behalf of the Indian government, that it is ever on the watch to 
modify the existing state of matters, and is more than desirous of finding 
occasion for the advancement of natives to the higher ranks of civil employ. 
Its efforts in this direction have not been rewarded, so far, with any corre- 
sponding success. But any native now who, by education, force of character, 
probity, or good service, can prove his fitness for advancement to the higher 
grades of employment is no longer debarred from arriving at them. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

The system of decentralisation, and of assigning to provincial governments 
the financial profit and loss on certain branches of administration, was largely 
extended in 1882. Practically, excepting the departments of army, marine, 
post office, telepRphs, opium, salt, customs, and for the most part the rail- 
ways, all branches of the public service, with their receipts and expenditure, 
may be said to have been then made over to provincial hands. The result has 
been productive of economy and of good government; but on the other hand 
the measure has erected something of a barrier between the central govern- 
ment and the internal conduct of affairs. To borrow a term from telegraphy, 
there is a fault in communication. 

In connection with the extension of provincial finance, greater latitude of 
self-administration was at the same time accorded to municipalities and local 
bodies throughout India. Few measures that have been greeted on their 
introduction with comparative indifference are likely, with lapse of time, to 
take deeper root in the country than the scheme of conferring self-government 
on municipalities. The aim and ideal of the energetic and highly-trained 
officers to whom is entrusted the administration of the various districts into 
which India for executive purposes is divided, has been hitherto government 
of and for the people, rather than government by or with the people. The 
prestige of the powerful Indian civil service is based on successes achieved in 
past years, when the authority of its officers was the only authority, and when, 
by the energetic and enlightened exercise thereof, great results had be^ every- 
where obtained. Intimate knowledge of native character, and daily ejcpe- 
rience of the weaknesses, the jealousies, the animosities, and the trivial aims 
and pursuits of native ftbciety, might well make those who up to the present 
had been its guides not a little sceptical as to the uses to which local self-gov- 
ernment would be put, and doubtful as to the intelligence and interest with 
which it would be carried into effect. So far as cflncems the district or local 
bodies, these apprehensions have not been without justification. But so far 
as town and municipal bodies are concerned, the measure of 1882 has met with 
a degree of success fully equal to any that its authors could have expect^. 
Local self-government in all countries is a plant of slow growth. In India, 
with its counter-currents of Hindu and Mohammedan, its apathy, its pa^ion 
for hereditery usages and employment, the indifference of its several units to 
"tude of the Ind 
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tude for collective action, any marked or early development of disinterested 
public spirit could not be counted on. It would be untrue to assert that the 
results have so far brought India into line with even moderately progressive 
European countries. But with regard, at least, to the more important towns, 
it may be affirmed that the measure enforced by the government of Lord 
Ripon has, up to the present time, proved as useful as its authors hoped, and 
promises with the progress of years to acquire increasing stability. 

It is to be noted that in India, and more especially m Upper India, the 
Mohammedan element, though considerable, is numerically inferior to the 
Hindu. The former have thus found themselves, wherever election is the 
rule of appointment, in danger of being left permanently in a minority. They 
view with distrust and natural dislike the passing of authority into Hindu 
hands. Especially is this the case where, as often happens, the hands into 
which power passes are those of classes of Hindus who, though previously 
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of no consideration, of obscure origin, and socially of less than little weight, 
are enabled by ‘their familiarity with English, and by their education in 
British colleges, wholly to manipulate and control the municipal councils. In 
this direction there will for long exist antagonism betT\een Hindu and Moham- 
medan. Resentment will smoulder on the one side, and on the other there 
will be little wish to conciliate. In India such differences do not take the 
form of party, but are inflamed by the virus of race and of religion, and 
become the more embittered. 

The conduct of education and the control of colleges and schools in India 
is in the hands of the provincial governments. But in this, as in all other 
departments, the central government retains the ultimate authority. It has 
been already noted that the main lines on which the system of education in 
India is carri^ on were laiU down in 1854 and 1859. Since then, necessarily, 
progress has been made, and fresh developments have called for further 
mstructions. To the three universities of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay 
have been added universities at Lahore and at Allahabad, respectively the 
hea^uarters of the Punjab and north-western governments. 

Western education at the most has as yet touched little more than the 
fringe of Indian life. But the crying defect of education in India b the failure 
to &d means of extending education to girb. Only 402,158 girb were under 
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instruction in 1896-97, whether in public or private institutions, forming 2.34 
of the percentage of school I^actically, woman in India is whoUy unin- 
fluenc^ by western education. Mothers, wives, or daughters at no time of 
their existence come under its influence. Whether from a social or political 
point of view this is lamentable, and the consequences are far-reaching and 
mjurious. The influence of women in India is veiy considerable, and it is 
to be feared that it is exerted consistently in a direction opposed to the ethical 
or educational standards set up in English teaching institutions. But the 
position of woman in the East, and the strictness with which, after her earlier 
years, she is guarded from contact with all but the nearest members of her 
family, oppose barriers which are at present impassable. 

In general terms it may perhaps be added that, so far as concerns the 
masses, to live under British administration, when at its best, is in itself a lil^ 
eral education. Enlightened codes, justice, equality before the law, social 
and religious freedom, protection, order, method, moderation in the assess- 
ment of fiscal burdens, good and easy means of transport, are no mean lessons 
in enlightenment to the millions who, till comparatively recent years, have 
lived in the dark ages of bigoted tyranny and nave cowered under violence 
and misrule. 

Great attention was paid by Lord Ripon’s government towards carrying 
out the recommendations of the famine commission of 1880 with regard to the 
extension of railways. A programme was prepared in 1883-84 covering the 
ensuing six years, but it was not put into practical effect till Lord Dufferin had 
assumed the reins of government in 1885. But from that date to the present 
time the extension of the Indian railway system, whether directly by the state 
or by aided enterprise, whether for commercial, protective, or military lines, 
has been pursued with vigour, 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

A proposed alteration of the Criminal Procedure Code, with the view of 
conferring criminal jurisdiction over European British subjects upon certain 
classes of native judicial officers in the interior, caused during 1883 the greatest 
excitement throughout India. 

A bill was accordingly introduced on February 9th, 1883. Immediately 
there arose the clamour of opposition. On the 20th of February a public 
meeting of the European inhabitants of Calcutta was held in the town hall, 
at which a resolution was passed denouncing the principle of the bill, and 
pledging the community to oppose its progress. From that time the opposi- 
tion rapidly gathered strength, and later in the year became violent beyond 
all precedent. The British community, with rare exceptions, united in 
opposing the bill. 

In 1884 the government undertook to agree in select committee to the right 
being given to European British subjects, when brought for trial before a dis- 
trict magistrate or sessions judge, to claim trial by jury, such as is provided 
by section 451 of the Criminal Procedure Code, subject to the following condi- 
tions: (1) No distinction to be made between European or imtive district 
magistrates or sessions judges; (2) the powers of district nmgistrates imder 
section 446 of the code to be extended to imprisonment for six months or fine 
of 2,000 rupees. The settlement thus arrived at became law without further 
opposition in January, 1884, and remains the law on this subject to the 
present time. 

Among other prominent measures of the early years of the eighth decade 
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was the repeal of the Vernacular Press Acts passed by Lord Lytton. In the 
opinion of Lord Ripon’s government, the Press Acts passed by Lord Lytton 
(9 and 16 of 1878) constituted a direct departure from the policy with respect 
to the press in India which had been followed by the government of India for 
upwards of forty years. It was the aim of these acts to restrain the press, 
which was stated to have been at that time markedly seditious in its tone. 
They provided that a paper, after having been warned, would be liable to 
suspension, and they applied not only to publications of a nature to excite 
disaffection and endanger the public peace, but also to those affecting private 
persons and public servants. Other objections apart, it was held oy Lord 
Ripon^s government that an invidious exception was thus permitted m favour 
of the English press; and it was contended that if the Penal Code did not meet 
such cases, the existing defect in the code might be remedied. Acts 9 and 16 
of 1878 were accordingly rep)ealed. Later, in 1898, in cons^uence of plague 
riots in Poona, the murder of two British officers in retaliation for aUeged 
insults to native iisage and custom in the searching of women’s apartments, 
and of much seditious writing connected therewith in the Bombay press, the 
Penal and Criminal Procedure codes were respectively amended by Acts 4 and 
5 of 1898, which rendered the law in regard to seditious writing very consid- 
erably more stringent. 

From Lord Ripon’s tenure of office date also the revival and reorganisa- 
tion, in accordance with the recommendations of the famine commission of 
1878, of an agricultural department, whether in the government of India or in 
provincial governments. Such a department had already been brought into 
existence in 1871, but only to be abolished in 1877. It was not till the tenure 
of office by Lord Dufferin that the Bengal and Oudh Rent bills^ actually 
became law; but they had been framed and prepared and made almost ready 
for legislative sanction before his predecessor resigned office. They aimed at 
seeuring to the cultivating tenant a more stable interest in his holding, and 
they modified previous legislation principally in this direction. In jfengal, 
and in a lesser measure in Oudh, the objects aimed at by the legislature met 
with strenuous and organized opposition. In both provinces the landlord 
had hitherto enjoyed in a degr^ unusual in India the power of rack-renting 
and evicting his tenants. In neither province had he shown solicitude for the 
tenant by whose ‘labour he so largely profited. The Bengal and Oudh Rent 
acts dealt with a vast variety of local tenures and sub-tenures and complicated 
questions of tenant right in a spirit of equity and moderation. The result 
has been eveiywhere beneficial. Speaking in general terms, it may be said 
that legislation was more favourable to the tenant than to the landlord. The 
dust of controversy has since settled down, and the new legislation has become 
the rule of practice. 

The year 1885 furnishes the high-water mark of peaceful and uninterrupted 
progress. From that date clouds again began lo accumulate around and 
about the Indian horizon. Before that year was over Great Britain had been 
nearly plunged into war by a collision between Russian and Afghan troops at 
Panjdeh, in Ctentral Asia. *Over £2,000,000 had been expended in hurried 
war preparations; commercial and famine railway extension had been arrested, 
and a large scheme of unremunerative military railways had in part overlaid 
and superseded it. Then came, almost on the heels of the Panjdeh incident, 
the outbreak of the Burma War, which in one or other form draped on foe 
the space of nearly two years. Meanwhile, in view of the approacn of Russia 
in Central Asia, the government of India had decided to increase the effective 
strexigth both of its British and native army, the former by ten thousand, the 
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latter by twenty thousand men, at an estimated annual increase of little less 
than one and one-half million sterling. Military defence works and measures 
for more speedy mobilization added lai^y to prospective military expendi- 
ture. Excnange, which had remained for the space of three or four years 
fairly stationary, again resumed its downward course. A succession of costly 
frontier wars was entered on; and, as in 1878, before long the attention of the 
government was once more diverted from all home questions. Finally, 
though at a later date, came a recurrence of famine and the appearance in 
India of the bubonic plague. Such, during the period from to 1900, 
was the accumulation of disastrous circumstances, some of which it was not 
in the power of the government of India by the exercise of any prudence or 
wisdom to avert. Following rapidly one on the other, they again obstructed 
indefinitely that uncertain and nesitating path of progress wnich is so soon 
lost or choked by the sudden and tropical growth of tallied troubles in India. 


CIVIL SERVICE REFORM 

Before, however, all this had finally occurred, one or two measures of 
importance remain to be noticed, which originated with Lord Dufferin’s gov- 
ernment, though they were in their final stage put into execution by his suc- 
cessor. They are marked by the desire to conciliate native opinion, and to 
provide a field for the due expansion of native ambitions, which had uniformly 
characterised the administration both of Lord Dufferin and of his predecessor. 
In October, 1886, a strong mixed commission was appointed by the govern- 
ment of Lord Dufferin to inquire into the system under which natives of 
India were at that time admitted by statute to the covenanted civil service, or 
to offices formerly reserved exclusively for members of that service; and also 
their employment in all branches of the public service connected with the 
civil administration of the coimtry. The commission presented a report at 
the close of 1887, dealing with aU branches of the civil administration. The 
recommendations of the commission, with comparatively unimportant reser- 
vations, were accepted by the government of India and the secretary of state 
for India, and are at the present moment in force. They have greatly im- 
proved and strengthened the prospects of higher employment to all classes 
of imtives of India, and have for some time to come, it may be reasonably 
anticipated, set at rest agitation on this point. 

A measure was introduced by Lord Dimerin’s government which concerns 
rather the military and political than the internal administration of India, 
but which cannot be wholly regarded as outside the general scope of Indian 
affairs. At the time of the Panjdeh difficulty in 1885, when war with Russia 
seemed imminent, all the leading native princes made offers of pecuniary aid. 
Their offers were refused, but it was intimated to them at a somewhat later 
date that if they would place a small military force in each state at the dis- 
po^ of the British government, to be commanded by state officers, but 
drilled, disciplined, and armed under the supervision of British officers and 
on British lines, the government would undertake to find the necessary super- 
vismg officer, arms, and organisation. The offer was universally accepted, 
and the Imperial State troops, as they are called, amoimt at pre^nt to nearly 
18,000, mainly cavalry and infantry, whose efficiency is very highly thought 
of. They rendered good service in Uhitral and Gilgit, in the wars on the north- 
west frontier, and in China. The totfd native state troops are said to numb^, 
mclusive of this body, about one hundred and ten thousand, largely an ill- 
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armed and ill-disciplined rabble. The Imperial Service troops, therefore, 
amount to about 16 per cent, of the total number. 

During the twenty-one years preceding 1880 both upper and southern 
India had been visited at times by devastating famines. In 1896-97 India 
was revisited by famine, and the bubonic plague, which has since been con- 
stantly present in more or less virulence, first showed itself. The famine of 
1896-97 extended over some 310,000 square miles, with a population in round 
figures of 35 millions, and was most severe in the north-west provinces, in 
Oudh, and in the central provinces. It lasted from about September, 1896, 
tin October, 1897. At the worst time the total numbers on relief were 4,609,- 
000. The death-rate per mile in the famine districts rose from 32.80, the 
normal death-rate, to 39.54. The total government expenditure and loss to 
government is estimated at about seventeen and one-quarter millions. Again, 
m 1900, famine appeared and proved itself most severe in Bombay, Raj- 
putana, and the central provinces. The tract concerned contained a popu- 
lation of eighty-five millions, of whom perhaps fifty-two millions were severely 
affected. Of the eighty-five millions, forty-three and one-quarter millions 
were inhabitants of native states, and forty-one and three-quarter millions 
were in British territory. At the close of May 1900, 5,802,000 were in receipt 
of relief. After the rainy season of 1900 distress gradually abated. The 
expenditure necessary to cope with the famine was estimated at £13,000,000 
(at 15 rupees to the £1). The death of adults from starvation is stated to 
have been of rare occurrence, and due entirely to the apathy of the people 
themselves. / 


THIRD BURMESE WAR (1885 A.D.) 

The causes which led to this war, and the consequent annexation of Upper 
Burma, may be briefly narrated. Relations between the British and Bur- 
mese governments had for some years been considerably strained, but it was 
not tm the accession of Thibaw to the throne in 1878 that matters became 
really serious. This potentate opened his reign by a series of more than 
usually cold-blooded massacres of his nearest male relatives, and it soon 
became evident that the position of a British envoy at the court of Ava was 
no longer eithef a desirable or dignified one. In 1879, therefore. Great 
Britain ceased to be represented in Mandalay, and matters went from bad to 
worse. Thibaw lent himself more and more to foreign intrigues; and finally, 
in the summer of 1885, matters came to a crisis over a dispute that had arisen 
between the king and a large British mercantile firm called the Bombay- 
Burma Trading Company, vmich for years had been engaged in the export 
of timber from the great teak forests of the king’s dominions. The imposition 
of an impossible fine on this company, coupled with the threat of confiscation 
of all their rights and property in case of non-payment, led to the British 
ultimatum of October 22nd, 1^; and by November 9th a practical refusal 
of the terms having been received at Rangoon, the occupation of Mandalay 
and the dethronement of the king were determined upon. 

At this time, beyond the fact that the country was one of dense jungle, 
and therefore most unfavourable for military operations, little was known 
of the interior of Upper Burma; but British steamers had for years been 
running on the great river highway of the Irawadi, from Rangoon to Manda- 
lay, and it was obvious that the quickest and most satisfactory method of 
carrying out the British campaign was an advance by water direct on the 
capital. The total effective of the British force was 9,0^ fighting men^ 
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2,810 native followers, and 67 guns; and, for river service, 24 machine guns. 
The river fleet which conveyed the troops and stores was composed of a total 
of no less than 55 steamers, barges, launches, etc. 

Thayetmyo was the British post on the river nearest to the frontier, and 
here, by November 14th, five days after Thibaw's answer had been received, 
pmctically the whole expedition was assembled. On the same day General 
Prendergast received instructions to commence operations. There is not the 
slightest doubt that the Burmese king and his country were taken completely 
by surprise by the unexampled rapidity of the advance. There had been no 
time for them to collect and organise for the stubborn resistance of which the 
river and its defences were undoubtedly capable. They had not even been 
able to block the river by sinking steamers, etc., across it, for, on the very day 
of the receipt of orders to advance, the armed steamers, the Irrawaddy and 
Kathleen, engaged the nearest Burmese batteries, and brought out from under 
their guns the king’s steamer and some barges which were lying in readiness 
for this very purpose. On the 16th the batteries themselves on both banks 
were taken by a land attack, the enemy being evidently unprepared and 
making no resistance. On the 17th of November, however, at Minhla, on 
the right bank of the river, the Burmans in considerable force held success- 
ively a barricade, a pagoda, and the palace and redoubt of Minhla. The 
attack was pressed home by a brigade of native infantry on shore, covered 
by a bombardment from the river, and the enemy were defeated with a loss 
of 170 killed and 276 prisoners, besides many more drowned in the attempt 
to escape by the river. 

Tlie advance was continued next day and the following days, the naval 
brigade and heavy artillery leading and silencing in succession the enemy's 
river defences at Nyoungu, Pokoko, and Myingyan. On the 26th of Novem- 
ber, when the flotilla was approaching the ancient capital of Ava, envoys from 
King Thibaw met General Prendergast with offers of surrender; and on the 
27th, when the ships were lying off that city and ready to commence hostilities, 
the order of the king to his troops to lay down their arms was received. There 
were three strong forts here, full at that moment of thousands of arm^ Bur- 
mans, ancl though a large number of these filed past and laid down their arms 
by the king’s command, still many more were allowed to disperse with their 
weapons; and these, in the time that followed, broke up Into “dacoit” or 
guerilla bands, which became the scourge of the country and prolonged the war 
for years. Meanwhile, however, the surrender of the king of Burma was 
complete; and on November 28th, in less than a fortnight from the declara- 
tion of war, Mandalay had fallen, and the king himself was a prisoner, while 
every strong fort and town on the river, and all the king’s ordnance (1,861 
pieces), and thousands of rifles, muskets, and arms h^ been taken. Much 
valuable and curious “loot” and property was found in the palace and city 
of Mandalay, which, when sold, realized about 9 lacs of rupees (£60,000). 
A grant of money was divided among the troops as “prize money.” 

From Mandalay, General Prendergast made^a bold strol^e and seized 
Bhamo on December 28th. This was a very important move, as it forestalled 
the Chinese, who were preparing to claim the place. But unfortunately, 
although the king was dethroned and deported, and the capital and the whole 
of the river in the hands of the British, the bands of armed soldiery, unaccus- 
tomed to conditions other than those of anarchy, rapine, a^ murder, took 
advantage of the impenetrable cover of their jungles to continue a desultory 
armed resistance. Reinforcements had to be pressed into the count-ty, and 
it was in this phase of the campaign, lasting several years, that the most 
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difficult and most arduous work fell to the lot of the troops. It was in this 
jungle warfare that the losses from battle, sickness, and privation steadily 
mounted up; and the troops, both British and native, proved once again their 
fortitude and course. 

Various expeditions followed one another in rapid succession, penetrating 
to the remotest corners of the land, and bringing {^ace and protection to the 
inhabitants, who, it must be mentioned, suffered at least as much from the 
^^dacoits” as did the troops. The final, and completely successful, pacifica- 
tion of the country was only brought about by an extensive system of small 
protective posts scattered all over the countiy, and small lightly-equipped 
columns moving out to disperse the enemy whenever a gathering came to a 
head, or a pretended prince or king appeared.^ 

THE DECLINE OP INDIAN PROSPERITY 

The first fruits of political complications and military measures, coinbined 
with a further fall in the exchange, was the repeal of the then existing licence 
tax and the reimposition of an income tax in March, 1886; this being the first 
of a succession of fiscal measures by which in the course of the ensuing eight 
years the work of Sir John Strachey and Sir Evelyn Baring was gradually but 
completely undone, and the country again subjected to methods of taxation 
whi(m it had been the object of their reforms finally to remove. 

In introducing the Income Tax Bill in 1886, the financial member of the 
council said: With the present year our brief spell of happiness has come to 
an end. The fat kine have passed on, and the lean kine have come in. Three 
uninterrupted years of prosperity is a godsend in the annals of every nation; 
in our Indian annals it is extraordinarily good fortune.’’ In 1885-1886 the 
fall in exchan^ which had been temporarily suspended recommenced, and 
the Burmese War broke out. In 1886 India definitely entered into the region 
of depression and stonn from war, famine, pestilence, and exchange, from 
which in 1902 she had not yet emerged. 

Taking the average net expenditure of the years 1883-1885, and contrast- 
ing it with 1895-1896, the Indian expenditure commission found that the 
increase in the later period amounted to twelve and one-half millions of 
poimds. To medt the increased expenditure it had therefore become necessary 
that the resources of the Indian treasury should be increased by about £12,- 
000,000. Thus the taxation on salt and imports, which was abolished by 
Sir John Strachey and Sir E. Baring, has now been reimposed, and remains in 
force. Other taxation has been added. The normal growth of revenue dur- 
ing the period of comparison (£5,800,000) was absorbed by the increase of 
expenditure under 'defence and foreign affairs” — in other words, military 
and political — in India, and apart from the charge for exchange. 

Of the total increased expenditure of £12,400,000, not less than £9,786,000, 
inclusive of exchan^, was due to military and political expenditure. From 
onwards, with but br^f intervals, there has occurred a series of wars and 
frontier expeditions, some of which, such as the Burmese War of 1886-1887, 
were extremely costly. The preparation for possible war with Russia 
amounted, in 1885-18i^, to over two millions. The war with Burma cost, 
in the three years 1885-1886 to 1887-1888, over four millions. Minor expedi- 
tions, from 1887-1888 to 1895-1896, cost over five millions. The Tirah cam- 
paign of 1897-1898 (thou^ this was of a date later than 1896-1897, the last 
year of the commission’s comparison) cost over three millions — say in alL 
m round numbers, fourth miUions in eleven years. Increase in military and 
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political expenditure, and increased loss by exchange (itself partly caused by 
the increase in military expenditure), are the causes whidi have led to the 
reimposition of the customs duties on cotton and other goods, and to the rais- 
ing of the salt duties. The increased loss by exchange has been checked by 
closing the Indian mints to the coinage of silver and b^ the adoption of a gold 
standard. The further increase of military and political expenditure must 
largely depend on the policy pursued by the government of India with regard 
to the tribes on its north-western frontier, and to the course of events hereuter 
in Afghanistan. 


EVENTS ON THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER 

Since 1889 India has suffered from a succession of frontier wars. At the 
close of the Kabul War in 1880 the British cabinet decided to withdraw not 
from Kabul only, but from Kandahar, and with the exception chiefly of the 
Pishin and Sibi districts, and of Quetta, the British retired within their former 
borders. So matters remained till 1883-1884, when the advance of Russia in 
Central Asia again turned the attention of the government of India to affairs 
on and beyond the frontier, and led ultimately to the final abandonment of 
the policy of observation and reserve, which is known as the Lawrence policy. 
The control of the frontier was tra^erred in the latter part of the eighth 
decade from the lieutenant-governor of the Punjab to the government of 
India in its foreign department. 

From that time the policy of non-interference was replaced by increasing 
activity. From 1885, when war with Russia seemed imminent, there has 
been more or less continuous movement along one or other part of the frontier 
and beyond the British border, indicating the gradual development of a pre- 
arranged plan of operations. Between the years 1885-1895 there were 
delimited at various times by joint commissions the Russo-Afghan frontier. 
To the westward, after various disagreements and two military expeditions, 
the territories comprising the Zhob, Barhan, and Bori valleys, occupied by 
Pathan tribes, were in 1890 finally incorporated in the general system of the 
Trans-Indus protectorate. About the same time (in 1889) at the other end 
of the frontier, where it touches China, the post of British resident in 
had been re-established. The result became very shortly apparent. The 
government of Kashmir having for the time passed under the direct control 
of the British authorities through the death of the maharajah, in 1889, a 
council of regency was established under the supreme direction and authority 
of the British resident in Kashmir. Acting uncler his instructions, the council 
asserted and, with the aid of its troops led by the resident of Gilgit and by 
other British officers, re-established its supremacy over the petty states of 
Hunza and Nagar, in the neighbourhood of Gilgit, which it claimed aa feuda- 
tories. The former chieftains were deposed, and others, more friendly to the 
British government, replaced them. In 1893 the frontiers of Afghanistan and 
British India were defined by a joint agreemenjb between the two govern- 
ments. There followed on the part of the British authorities, interference in 
Chitral, which had fallen to India, ending in an expedition in 1895 and the 
ejection of the local chiefs in favour of candidates amenable to British influence. 

A more formidable hostile combination, however, awaited the government 
of India. By the agreement of 1893 with the amir most of the Waziri clan, 
the Bajouris, and the Afridis had been left outside the limits of the amir's 
influence and transferred to the British zone. Soon after that date the estab- 
UBhxnent of the British military authorities of posts within the Waziri country 
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had led to apprehension on the part of the local tribesmen. In 1895 the occu- 
pation of pomts within the Swat territo^ for the safety of the road from India 
to Ghitral similarly roused the suspicion of the Swatis. The Waziris and 
Swatis successively rose in arms, in June and July, 1897, and their example 

was followed by the Moh- 
mands. Finally, in Au- 
gust the powerful Afridi 
tribe joined the combina- 
tion and closed theKhyber 
pass, which runs through 
their territory, and which 
was held by them, on con- 
ditions, in trust for the gov- 
ernment of India. This led 
to the military operations 
known as the Tirah cam- 
paign, which proved very 
costly both in men and 
money. It was not till 
February, 1898, that hos- 
tilities finally ceased along 
the border, with a tot^ 
British loss in all the sev- 
eral engagements with the 
several tribes of 506 of all 
ranks killed, 537/. dead of 
disease, 1,428 wounded, and 
9 missing — in all 2,480. 
By the middle of 1898 Brit- 
ish authority had been 
Temple or hathibinu at aumepadau made paramount through- 

out the whole belt of ter- 
ritory which stretches between the former British frontier and the frontiers 
of Russia and Afghanistan, and from the Karakoram pass to Pishin. 


VICEROYS, 1880-1906 

The viceroys who held office during the period here dealt with were the 
marquis of Ripon, 1880-84 ; the marquis of Dufferin and Ava, 1884-88 ; the 
marquis of Lansdowne, 1888-95; the earl of Elgin, 1895-99; Baron Curzon of 
Kedleston, 1899; [and the earl of Min to from 1905]. Few viceroys have been 
animated by greater zeal, or sustained by a higher conception of duty, than 
Lord Ripon. In the prime of life, possessed of much ability, an indefatigable 
worker, and of experience in public affairs, he was greeted on arrival in India 
with a welcome the more wSrm in that the public had grown distrustful of his 
predecessor. Before he laid down office the goodwill with which he had been 
received had turned into hatred such as had never before dogged the footsteps 
of an Indian governor-general. So long as Lord Ripon confined himself to 
raising and improving the status of the native of India his action was followed 
by the British community, if not with warm approval, at least with kin^y 
good will. But when he proceeded to assimilate the authority of native 
magistrates over European British subjects to that of British magistrates 
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themselves, he was rudely made to feel that the government of India, auto- 
cratic though it may at times be with the natives, must be more circumspect 
in dealing with the British community. 

The struggle with his fellow countrymen in which Lord Ripon suffered 
himself to be involved dealt a death-blow to his usefulness as viceroy. 
Instead of holding the balance between all parties, the viceroy became seem- 
ingly a partisan of one against another. When Lord Ripon’s name grew to he 
a symbol between contending factions, nothing remained for him but to with- 
draw from an office in which he could no longer render useful service. But 
the Indian historian will hereafter record that to Lord Ripon belongs the dis- 
tinction of having been the first viceroy openly to recognise and give practical 
encouragement to the growth of a self-respecting spirit of endeavour and of 
the desire for some measure of self-government among the more advanced 
classes of the natives. He sought, as events have shown not unsuccessfully, to 
assist them in raising themselves from an attitude of passive administrative 
subjection to a position more worthy both of themselves and of the govern- 
ment under whose liberal rule they live. His generous and kindly recognition 
of their claims and capacity was warmly responded to by all classes of natives; 
and if he w^as condemned to leave Calcutta in whatever disgrace may be 
thought to attach to the censure of that city, he received from the natives of 
India throughout his journey to Bombay a spontaneous and enthusiastic 
ovation, of which the like has never been accorded to his predecessors or 
successors. 

It is greatly to the honour of Lord Dufferin that, though by no means 
indifferent to popularity among his countrymen, he never for a moment 
hesitated to continue and to carry further the main lines of the enlightened 
policy which had been initiated by Lord Ripon. But in Lord Dufferin 's 
sagacious hands the rocks and shoals on which his predecessor foundered were 
avoided. In raising the status ot the native civil service, and in enlarging the 
basis and extending the attributes of the several legislative councils. Lord 
Dufferin laid the native population under a lasting debt of gratitude. In the 
historic interview with the amir of Afghanistan in 1885 at Rawal Pindi, as 
throughout his treatment of the Panjdeh incident, his characteristic firmness 
and suavity were equally displayed. His tenn of office was darkened by 
financial difficulties, largely owing to the fall in exchange. The conquest of 
Upper Burma, though it increased his popularity and added to the lustre of 
hife viceroyalty, reopened the floodgates of military expenditure and added to 
financixl troubles. 

With the advent of Lord Lansdowne the liberal policy of his immediate 
predecessors suffered eclipse. As time passed, it became evident that his 
thoughts were more occupied with affairs beyond the north-west frontier of 
India than with the interests of good government within its limits. The 
growing influence exercised over the viceroy by his chief military and political 
advisers became more and more matter of uneasy comment. Under their 
influence, and probably with approval in Whitehall,’Lord Lansdowne renewed 
in substance Lord Lytton’s policy, and the wars which have drained India 
of money and men since 1896 were due to the course of action adopted under 
his auspices in the years preceding. There never was a time since 1838 when 
Simla was so actively the centre of ambitions and of designs beyond the Indus. 
The most favoured type of Indian oflfleial was no longer the provincial gov- 
ernor or the sagacious resident, but that warden of the marches of Baluch- 
*stM, Sir Robert Sandeman, whose unique aim it was to extend the zone of 
Briti^ influence beyond the frontier, and whose method was to participate in 
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tribal dissensions, and to profit by them. “ Sandemania,” which has proved 
80 contagious, then first became epidemic in high quarters. 

It should be added, however, to the credit of his administration, that Lord 
Lansdowne grappled successfully with one hideous evil in Hindu social life, 
which required all the more courage to combat because it rested on inune- 
morial custom, and was hallowed by religious sanction. He left behind him 
an act to raise the age of consent among Indian wives from ten to twelve, 
which, while it provoked much popular clamour, was approved by men of 
enlightenment of all creeds and races. 

During so much of his term of office as was not occupied with combating 
famine and plague. Lord Elgin was engaged in conflict beyond the frontier 
with enemies who were none of his own seeking, or in acrid controversy with 
political friends in England on questions arising out of the political difficulties 
which had been bequeathed to him by his predecessor. Though the credflt of 
introducing a gold standard into India does not personally rest with Lord 
Elgin, it was during his term of office that the measure was matured and effect 
given to it. / Lord Curzon became viceroy in 1899. Under him the years 
1900-1902 were marked by a great famine which was especially pronounced 
in the Bombay presidency, Baroda, Hyderabad, and the Central Indian States. 
Still more terrible were the ravages of the plague, which, beginning in 1896, 
gradually increased in virulence until in the year 1903 about 842,000, and in 

1904 about 1,029,000 persons died of it. 

In the year 1903 a British mission under Colonel Younghusband was 
despatched by the Indian government to Tibet to discuss trade relations and 
to secure the observance of certain conventions made in 1890 and 1893. In 
the following March, after long delays and protracted negotiatiorft, the mili- 
tary escort which accompanied the mission became involved in an armed 
conflict with the Tibetans. After some further delays and negotiations, the 
expedition then fought its way to the mysterious forbidden city of Lhasa, 
which was taken on the 3d of August. There a formal treaty was sign^ 
by which arrangements were made for commercial intercourse between India 
and Tibet, and Tibet agreed to pay an indemnity of £500,000, but this sum 
was later reduced to £166,000. 

Lord Curzon’s administration was in general a satisfactory one, but in 

1905 he became involved in a controversy with Lord Kitchener, the com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces in India, over the latter’s proposal to abolish 
the system whereby while the commander-in-chief was the responsible head 
of the army, and its supplies were administered by the Military Department 
under a member of council. Lord Kitchener’s proposal that the Army and 
War Department should be under a single head was deprecated by the 
Viceroy os introducing a military autocracy. The Home government, how- 
ever, took Lord Kitchener’s view, and issued instructions that a separate 
Military Supply department should be created, the member in charge of 
which should have no power to veto the proposals of the commander-in-chief. 
This was reluctantly accepted by Lord Uurzon, but a subseauent difference 
arose over the appointment of the new Military Supply memoer. Hereupon 
on Au^st 12, 1905, Lord Curzon, feeling that the Government’s policy 
differed from hifi own, resimed, to the great regret of all classes throughout 
India, and was succeeded by the Earl of Minto. 

In 1907 seditious movements against the British government were 
rife in India, an account of which has been given in tne latter part of 
Volume XXL 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF 
INDIA (1336-1906 a.d.) 

133r« Independent Afghan dynasty (capital Ghor) begins to reign in Bengal. 

1347-1357 Earliest Mohammedan dynasty established in the Deccnn by Ala-ud-din (capi- 
tal GiUbargah). 

1391 Independent Mohammedan dynasty founded at Ahmadnbnd in Guzerat. 

11S4 Imad Shahi dynasty founded at Berar (capital Ellicbpur). 

1489 Adil Shahi dynasty founded at Bijapur. 

1490 Nizam Shahi dynasty founded at Ahmadnagar. 

1492 Barid Shahi dynasty founded at Bidar. 

1498 Vasco da Gama discovers the Cape route to India and reaches Calicut. 

1500 Portuguese factories established at Kananur and Cochin. 


THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

1505 First Portuguese viceroy in India: the Portuguese discover Ceylon, 

1510 The Portuguese viceroy conquers Goa and 

1511 Malacca. 

1512 Kutab Shahi dynasty founded at Goloonda. 

1515 Portuguese established at Diu. 

1518 Portuguese settle in Ceylon. 

1521 The discontented subjects of the emperor of Delhi summon Baber (Zehir-ud-din), the 
Mughal king of Kabul, to India. 

1526 Baber defeats the Delhi emperor in the great battle of Panipat and takes Agra; the 

Rana Sanga of Mewar (Udaipur) collects a vast host against him. 

1527 Baber wins the battle of Kanweh and makes himself muster of India. 

1530 Death of Baber. His son Humayun succeeds him. 

1531 Daman taken and destroyed by Portuguese. 

1539 Humayun defeated by Shir Shah who becomes lord of Hindustan; Humayun takes 
refuge in Persia. 

1543 Bt. Francis ^vier founds Christian settlements in Travancore. 

1545 Portuguese viceroy defeats the king of Guzerat at Diu.* 

1556 Humayun recovers part of his empire, including Delhi. Humayun dies and is suc- 
ceeded by Akbar the Great under regency of Bairam Khan. He begins a series of 
wars to recover the empire of Baber. 

1658 Portuguese settled at Daman. 

1500 Akbar assumes the government in person and exercises a strong and humane govem- 
ment. 

1665 Battle of Talikota; the five Mohammedan kings of the Deccan defeat the Hindu 
rajah of Vijayanagar and overthrow his empire (founded 1118) which splits up 
1 ISA 7 sovereignties. 

007 Prinoes of western £adia league against the Portuguese but are defeated by them. 

«« *27 
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1568 Akbar takes Chitor and conquers Ajmir. 

1570 Akbar obtains Oudh and Gwalior. 

1672 Akbar defeats the ruler of Ahmadabad and constitutes Guxerat a viceroyalty. The 
Afghans expelled from Bengal, and the lower Ganges valley recovered for Akbar. 
1678 Orissa annexed to Akbar’s empire. Akbar invites Jesuit missionaries to Lahore. 

1670 The Englishman, Thomas Stephens visits India. 

1681 Kabul added to Akbar’s empire. 

1686 Kashmir acquired by Akbar. 

1502 Sind acquired by Akbar. 

1504 Kandahar submits to Akbar. 

1506 Akbar subdues Berar. 

1600 Charter granted to the English East India Company. 


THE SEVENTEENTH CENIURY 

1602 First voyage made for the East India Company. Dutch East India Company formed. 

1605 Akbar dies and is succeeded by his son Jahangir. 

1606 Rebellion of Jahangir’s son, Khuaru, punished. 

1612 The East India Company’s lirht factory founded at Surat. First Danish East India 
Company founded. 

1614 British agency established at Ajmir. 

1616 An English embassy despatched to the court of Delhi. 

1616 Danish settlements at Tranquebar and Serampur. 

1620 Portuguese fleet defeated by the English. 

1622 The Dutch massacre eighteen Englishmen at Amboyna. English factory established 
at Masulipatam. 

1627 Shah Jahan succ'eeds Jahangir; the Mughal Empire at its height. 

1634 Portuguese expelled from Bengal. 

1638 Aurangzeb, son of Shah Jahan, having seized and plundered Hyderabad becomes 

governor of the Deccan. The Dutch take Poituguese forts in Ceylon. 

1639 English settlement established at Madras. 

1650 Shah Jahan renders the kingdom of Bijapur (Deccan) tributary. ^ 

1657 The Mahratta, Sivaji, rebels against the king of Bijapur and builds up a Mahratta 
power in the Deccan. 

1668 Aurangzeb, having defeated three brothers and assassinated another, usurps the 
throne of his father, Shah Jahan. The Dutch take Colombo and the last Portu- 
guese possessions in Ceylon. 

1661 Bombay ceded to England by Portugal. 

1664 The Dutch take the Portuguese settlements on the Malabar coast. Sivaji pillages 
Surat. 

1666 Shah Jahan dies and is buried in the beautiful Taj Mahal which he had built at Agra. 
1668 Bombay transferred to the East India Company. Successful campaign of Aurangzeb 
in the Decc&n. 

1670 Second Danish East India Company founded. 

1674 French East India Company established at Pondicherry. 

1680 Sivaji, having consolidated a strong Mahratta po>\er in the Deccan, dies. 

1682 Aurangzeb sets out to conquer the Deccan. 

1683-1687 Aurangzeb incorporates the kingdoms of Bijapur and Golconda with his empire. 

1686 The English attempt to take Chittagong and are driven from Bengal. 

1687 Bombay becomes the headquarters of the East India Company. 

1603 East India Company’s charter renewed. 

1608 General Society trading to the East Indies ” formed in England. 

1700 Calcutta purchased by the East India Company. 


TlfE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

1707 Death of Aurangzeb, the last great ruler of the Mughal dynasty. War between his 
sons; Bahadur Shah the victor. The authority of the Mughal power gradually 
usurped by minor chieftains. 

1700 “ General Society ” unites with English East India Company. 

1712 Death of Bahadur Shah. Quarrels between his sons. 

1713 Jahandar Shah, son of Bahadur Shah, deposed and strangled; Farrakhsiyyar succeeds. 

1714 Kamr-ud-din (Asaf Jah) is apjpointed governor of the Deccan and becomes founder of 

the Hyderabad dynasty. Ine peshwas of Poona begin to found an independent 

Mahratta power which becomes the bead of the Mahratta confederacy. 



GHEONOLOGICAL SUMMABY 




1716 The Bbonala king Raghoji establishes a Hahratta power of Kagpur. 

1719 Farrakhsiyyar deposed and strangled; MuhammM Shah suco^M Various French 

companies consolidated as “ Company of the Indies.** 

1720 Saadat Ali Khan appointed nawab of Oudh, which he makes an independent sov- 

ereignty. 

1721 Commencement of the foundation of the Mahratta state of Baroda. 

1724 The Mahratta dynasty of Sindhia establishes itself at Gwalior. 

1733 Foundation of the Mahratta power of Indore, or Holkar’s dominions. 

1736 Kashmir incorporated with the kingdom of Kabul. 

1736 Sindhia’s forces invade Hindustan and advance to Delhi. 

1730 Persians under Nadir Shah invade India and withdraw after sacking Delhi. 

1746 Madras captured by the French under La Bourdonnais. 

1748 The English besiege Pondicherry. 

1751 French and English having taken sides in the quarrels of the Deccan princes, the 
English under Clive take Arcot and defend it against the French and their allies. 
1753 The French acquire the Northern Circars from the sovereign of the Deccan. 

1756 Clive becomes governor of Fort St. David. The fort at Calcutta taken by Siraj-ud- 

Daula (Surajah Do^^lah) and the European prisoners confined in the Black Hole 
of Calcutta. 

1757 Clive defeats Siraj-ud-Daula at Plasscy, and establishes Mir .Tafar in his place. The 

British relieve Trichinopoli, besieged by the French, who take the English factory 
at Vizagapatam. Madura surrendered to the British. 

1758 French under Lally take Fort St. David from the British. 

1750 Lally fails in the siege of Madras. The British take Masulipataro from the French 
and obtain eight districts from the ruler of the Deccan. Northern Circars trans- 
ferred to British. Clive aids Mir Jafar to repel an invasion from Rohilkhand. 

1760 The British defeat Lally at Wandewash and take Pondicherry. Bard wan, Midnapur, 

and Chittagong ceded to the British. 

1761 The king of Kabul totally defeats the Mahrattas at Panipat and finally destroys the 

power of the king of Delhi. 

1703 War between the British and the nawab of Bengal. 

1704 The great Mughal with Sujah-ud-Daula, ruler of Oudh, aids the nawab of Bengal 

and is defeated at Baxar. The English make a treaty with the great Mughal wmo 
grants them the zemindari of Benares. 

1765 Sujah-ud-Daula and the Mahrattas defeated by the Biitish at Korah. The great 
Mughal empowers Clive to collect the revenues of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 

1760 Hyder Ali makes himself rajah of Mysore. 

1707 War betw'cen the peshw'a and Hyder Ali. The British and the nizam of the Deccan 
aid the peshwa. The peshwa makes a separate peace with Hyder. The British re- 
treat and defeat the Mysore troops at Trinomali and Ambur. 

1768 Nepal conquered by the Gurkas. 

1769 Hyder, joined by the French, makes successful attacks on the British. Treaty of 

Hyder Ali with the British. 

1770 Great famine in Bengal. 

1771 War between Hyder and the peshwa. Shah Alam becomes nominal sovereign of 

Delhi under the real domination of Sindhia. 

1772 Mara war war. Impeachment of Clive. Warren Hastings governor of Bengal. 

1773 “ Regulating Act ” for the East India Company passed. 

1774 British troops aid Sujah-ud-Daula of Oudh in the Rohilla war. Hastings becomes 

governor-general. 

1775 War with Mahrattas (first Mahratta war) and acquisition of Salsette by the Bom- 

bay presidency. The supreme council at Calcutta forces the Bombay government 
to break faith with the Mahratta chief Ragoba. 

1778 War between France and England. Hastings seizes Chandarnagar. War with the 
Mahrattas renewed. 

1780 Hyder Ali overruns the Coromandel Coast and defeats the British at Conjeveram. 

I*idependence of Baroda recognised by the British government. 

1781 Hyder ravages Tanjore and is defeated at Porto Novo by Sir Eyre Coote, who re- 

lieves Vellore. 

1782 Sea fights between the British and the French under Suffren. Tipu Sahib succeeds 

his father Hyder Ali. 

783 Bednor_ taken by the British and recovered by Tipu, who besieges Mangalore. In- 
1704 mu Cuddalore between SufiTren and Hastings. 

i he British evacuate Mangalore. Peace with Tipu. Pitt*s India Bill, regulating the 
170 ft T of fhe East India Company, pass^. 

1787 Im™ ^comes governor-general of India. Supplementary bills passed. 
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1788 Tipu Sahib ovemiiia and oppreeMS Calieat. 

1789 Tipu attacks the rajah of Travancore, a British allj. The British make alliance with 

the peshwa against Tipu. Tipu defeats the rajah of Travanoore. 

1790 War with Tipu. The rajah of l>ayancore restored. 

1791 Cornwallis taaes Bangalore and defeats Tipu, but retreats. 

1792 Cornwallis takes Seringapatam and forces Tipu to surrender half his territories, the 

British retaining his possessions on the Malabar coast. 

1793 “Permanent Settlement*’ (of assessments on land in Bengal). 

1796 Sindhia attacks and defeats the nizam of the Deccan. The British take the Dutch 
forts in Ceylon. 

1790 French company of the Indies abolished by the French national assembly. 

1798 Lord Momington (Marquis Wellesley) becomes governor-general. Napoleon Bona- 

parte opens negotiations with Tipu Sahib; French from Mauritius organise a 
jacobin club in Seringapatam. Ranjit Singh becomes ruler of Lahore. 

1799 British declare war on Tipu and defeat him at Malaveli; they capture Seringapatam, 

where Tipu is killed. The Kanara district becomes British territory. Maharajah 
Krishna, representative of the ancient dynasty of Mysore, made sovereign of 
Mysore. 

1800 Sir John Malcolm is sent as ambassador to the king of Persia and concludes an 

alliance between him and the British government. The East India Company as- 
sumes the government of Surat. By treaty with the nizam the East India Com- 
pany engages to defend Hyderabad against foreign aggression, receives territories 
in trust (Berar) to defray cobt of British troops, and assumes direction of Hydera- 
bad’s foreign affairs. 

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

1801 The East India Ckimpany interferes in the disputes for the rule of the Carnatic and 

takes over the government in perpetuity. 

1802 The peshwa, driven from Poona by Holkar, concludes the Treaty of Bassein with the 

Company. British possessions in Ceylon become a direct dependency of the British 
crown. 

1803 Second Mahratta War. General Wellesley (Duke of Wellington) restores peshwa. 

Wellesley defeats the Mahrattas at Assaye. Lake takes Aligarh, wins the battle 
of Laswari and takes Delhi and Agra. Wellesley defeats the Mahrattas at Argam. 
Powell overruns Bundelkhand and takes Gwalior. Cuttack conquered by the 
British. Unsuccessful war in Ceylon. Treaty with Sindhia who surrenders his 
suzerain rights over the chiefs between the Jumna and Ganges and others. 

1804 War with Holkar. Wellesley disperses the predatory bands formed from Sindhia’s 

army. Holkar besieges Delhi which Lake relieves. Holkar’s forces destroyed at 
Dig and Farrakhabad. 

1806 L^ke besieges Bhartpur, but fails to take it; the rajah of Bhartpur makes a treaty 

with the British. Treaty with Sindliia, who cedes Gwalior and part of Gohud to the 
British; treaty with Holkar secures Poona and Bundelkhand to the British. 

1800 Sepoy mutiny at Vellore quelled by Colonel Gillespie. 

1807 Lord Minto becomes governor-general. 

1800 Treaty between the British and Shuja-ul-Mulk king of Kabul. Shuja-ul-Mulk de- 
feated by his brother Mahmud. Treaty between the British and Ranjit Singh. 
Kashmir becomes an independent kingdom. 

1810 Amboyna and the Banda Islands conquered by the Ck)mpany. The British conquer 

Mauritius. ^ 

1811 The Ck>mpany*s troops conquer Java from the Dutch. 

1813 An act of Parliament modifies the political organisation of the East India Company 
and extends the privilege of trading with India to other persons. A system intro- 
duced for the support of government-paid missionaries in India. Lord Moira (Hast- 
101.1 governor-general. Ranjit Singh obtains possession of Attock. 

101 B with Nep^l. Amboyna, Banda Islands and Java restored to the Dutch. 

1815 The British defeat the tyrant of Ceylon; the whole island becomes British; civil and 
ifiiA a liberty wanted to the inhabitants. 

1810 Second war with Nepal; the Gurkos defeated at Mukwanpur; a British residency 
established in Nepal. 

1817-1818 Poww of the robber Pindharis crushed by the British. Third Mahratta war; 
the ^hrattas^ of Poona (peshwa’s capital), Nagpur and Indore (Holkar's domin- 
British and are overthrown; Holkar defeated at Mehidpur. 
101 A A obtains possession of Multan. 

established at Singapore. Ranjit Singh annexes Kashmh. 

1883 Lard Amhent becomes govemor-'generaL 
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1824 First Burmese war. 

1825 Dispute over the sucoession to Bhartpur. Burmese War ended by Treity of Tandabu; 

Assam, Arakan, and Tenasserim ceded to the British. 

1826 Bhartpur besieged and taken by Lord Combermerc. 

1828 Lord William Bentinck becomes governor-general. 

1829 Bentinck decrees the abolition of suttee (sati). 

1831 Misgovernment in Mysore compels the British to assume the direct administration. 
1833 The charter of the East India Company renewed; it is compelled to abandon its trade; 

a commission, under Macaulay’s presidency, appointed to codify the law of India. 
1836 Lord Auckland governor-general. 

1838 First Afghan war; the British in alliance with Ranjit Singh undertake to restore 
Shah Shuja. 

1830 Ghazni and Kabul taken and Shah Shuja reinstated. Death of Ranjit Singh. 

1840 The amirs of Sind arise against the British. 

1841 Revolt in Kabul; the British envoys murdered; disastrous retreat of the British 

garrison, only one man reaching Jalalabad alive. The Afghans besiege the British 
garrisons in Kandahar and Jalalabad. 

1842 Lord Ellenborough succeeds Auckland. Afghans defeated at Jalalabad and Kan- 

dahar. The British occupy Kabul; they evacuate Afghanistan. 

1843 War in Sind; Sir Charles Napier wins the battles of Miani and Hyderabad. Sind 

annexed. 

1845 The English acquire the Danish settlements at Tranquebar and Serampur by pur- 
chase. First Sikh War; the Sikhs invade British territory and are defeated at 
Mudki and Ferozshaw. 

1840 Sikhs defeated at Aliwal and Sobraon; Lahore surrenders to the British, Dhuleep 
(Dhalip) Singh is recognised as rajah of Lahore, and a British garrison is sta- 
tioned there; the Jalandhar Doab annexed by the British; Kashmir lecognised as 
independent. 

1848 Lord Dalhousie becomes governor-general. Murder of British oflicers at Multan be- 

gins the second Sikh War. 

1849 Multan taken by the British. Battle of Chilianwala and heavy British losses. Gough 

destroys the Sikh army at Gujrat. The Punjab annexed to the British dominions. 
Satara annexed. 

1852-1853 Second Burmese War resulting in the annexation of Pegu. 

1853 Nagimr and Jhansi escheat to the central govcinment. Change in the charter of the 
East India Company decreasing the company’s influence on the government and 
throwing the Indian civil service open to competition. 

1vS.'j4 Ganges canal opened. Treaty with Baluchistan. 

1856 Ihe king of Oudh dethroned for misgovernment and a British commissioner appointed. 

Lord Canning becomes governor-general. Successful war with Persia. 

1857 Religious fears of the sepoys roused by ihe issue of greased carliidges. First at- 

tempt at mutiny suppressed. Formidable mutiny at Meerut and murder of many 
Europeans; the mutineers escape to Delhi, are joined by the |farrihoii there, and 
proclaim the king of Delhi sovereign of India; the British destroy the Delhi powder 
magazine. Mutinies and massacres at Necmuch, Allahabad, Jlmiisi, Mhow, and 
other places in the Bengal Presidency. Massacre in Delhi. Nana Sahib besieges 
Cawn^re. Sir John Lawrence aided by Sikh troops prevents mutiny in the Pun- 
jab. The British besiege Delhi. Neill recovers Allahabad. Cawnpore garrison 
massacred. Mutineers besiege the residency at Lucknow. Massacre of the women 
and children at Cawnpore. Delhi taken by storm; Hodson shouts down ihe king’s 
sons. Mutinies in the Bombay Presidency. Outram and Havelock relieve Luck- 
now. Sir Colin Campbell brings reinforcements from England and finally rescues 
the Lucknow garrison. 

1858 Sir Colin Campbell recovers Lucknow. The revolted city of Jhansi taken by Sir Hugh 

Rose. Campbell subdues Rohilkhand. Kalpi and Gwalior taken by Rose. Behar 
reduced. End of the East India Company; its territories and powers transferred 
to the crown; Canning receives the title of viceroy. 

18G2 Lord Elgin viceroy. Death of the ex-king of Delhi, Bahadur Shah, the last of the 
great Mughals. 

1863 Sir John Lawrence viceroy. 

1865 War with Bhutan ended by the cession by the Bhutias of the eighteen Dwars of 
1 £>/.« ®®“8a'l and Assam in return for a subsidy. 

lorS f famine and flood in Orissa. 

1070 T Mayo viceroy; interview at Ambala with Sher Ali, amir of Afghanistan. 

^^7® asBassinated at the Andaman Islands. Lord Northbrook viceroy. 
io74 r amine m Lower Bengal. Gaikwar of Baroda deposed for incapacity and a new 
gaikwar established. 
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1876 Lord Northbrook reainiB and is succeeded by Lord Lytton. Treaty with the khan 

of Kalat; the Briti^ Government undertakes to uphold the khan’s authority. 

1877 Queen Victoria proclaimed empress of India. Severe famine in India. 

1878 Acts restraining the liberty of the press passed. Sher Ali receives a Russian mission 

and declines to admit a British one. Second Afghan War; the British invade 
Afghanistan. 

1879 By the Treaty of Gandamak the British frontier is advanced towards Afghanistan 

and a British resident admitted at Kabul. Murder of the British resident and his 
escort. A punitive expedition under General Roberts takes Kabul. The amir de- 
posed. 

1880 Lord Lytton resigns and is succeeded by Lord Ripon. Abdurrahman Khan pro- 

claimed amir of Kabul. Disaster at Mai wand; a British force is defeated by a 
son of the deposed amir and the remnant besieged in Kandahar. March of General 
Roberts to relieve Kandahar; he routs the enemy before the walls. The British 
withdraw from Afghanistan. 

1881 Government of Mysore restored to the Hindu dynasty. 

1882 Abolition of cotton duties; salt duties reduced; increased administrative powers con- 

ferred on provincial governments. 

188.1 Controveisy over the Ilbert Bill concerning the extension of the powers of coveniinted 
civil servants. 

1884 The Ilbert Bill passed with a reservation granting European British subjects the 

right of trial bj' jury. Lord Dufferin viceroy. The Indian national congress, de- 
signed to oppose the exclusive conduct of Indian affairs by the ruling race, holds 
its first annual session. 

1885 Collision between Afghans and Russians at Panjdeh leads to preparations for war in 

India; the affair arranged diplomatically. Burmese War; Ava and Mandalay oc- 
cupied and the king Thibaw taken. 

1886 Upper Burma formally annexed. 

1887 Civil service reform. British Baluchistan incorporated with India. 

1888 Hazara expedition. A British expedition expels the Tibetans from Sikkim. Lord 

Lansdowne viceroy. 

1889 Burmese War ends. 

1890 C'hina acknowledges the British protectorate over Sikkim. 

1891 Manipur expedition. 

1892 Indian Councils Act passed. 

189.3 Frontier between India and Afghanistan defined. 

1895 Opium inquiries; the report declares against repressive measures. Chitral expedition. 

Lord Elgin viceroy. 

1890 Famine and plague in India. 

1897 Burma made a lieutenant-governorship. The Waziris, Sw'atis, Mohinands, and 
Afridis rise against the British; the Tirah campaign undertaken in conseejuence. 

1899 Ixird Curzon of Kedleston viceroy. Nushki district and Niabat in Baluchistan trans- 

ferred to British management. 

1900 Severe famizid. 

1903 843,000 people die of the iilugue. 

1904 An expedition cupture.s Lnasa, the capital of Tibet. 1,029,(»00 peojde die of the plague. 

1905 Lord Curzoii resigns and is succeeded by the earl of Minlc. 
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THE COLONIAL WORLD 


CHAPTER I 

THE HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION 

Owing to its position at the antipodes of the civilised world, Australia has 
Ixien longer a terra incognita than any other region of the same extent. Its 
first discovery is involved in considerable doubt, from confusfon of the names 
which were applied by the earlier navigators and geographers to the Austral- 
asian coasts. 

The ancients were somehow impressed with the idea of a Terra Australis 
which was one day to be revealed. The Phoenician mariners had pushed 
through the outlet of the Red Sea to eastern Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the 
coasts of India and Sumatra. But the geographer Ptolemy, in the 2nd cen- 
tury, still conceived the Indian Ocean to & an inland sea, bounded on the 
south by an unknown land, which connected the Chersonesus Aurea (Malay 
Peninsula) with the promontory of Prasum in eastern Africa. This erroneous 
notion prevailed in mediasval Europe, although g^me travellers like Marco 
Polo heard rumours in China of large insular countries to the southeast. 

The investigations of Mr. R. H. Major make it appear probable that the 
Australian mainland was known as “Great Java” to the Portugese early in 
the sixteenth century; and the following passage in the Descriptionis Ptole- 
imicoB Augmenturn of Cornelius Wytfliet,^ printed at Louvain in 1598, is per- 
^ps the first distinct account that occurs of the country: — “The Australis 
Terra is the most southern of all lands, and is separated from New Guinea by 
a narrow strait. Its shores are hitherto but little known, sincei after one 
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voyage and another, that route has been deserted, and seldom is the country 
visits, unless when sailors are driven there by storms. The Australis Terra 
begins at one or two degrees from the equator and is ascertained by some to 
be of so great an extent, that if it were thoroughly explored it would be 
regarded as a fifth part of the world.'' 

It was in 1606 that Torres, with a ship commissioned by the Spanish gov- 
ernment of Peru, parted from his companion Quiros (after their discovery of 
Espiritu Santo and the New Hebrides), and sailed from east to west through 
the strait which bears his name; while in the same year the peninsula of Cape 
York was touched at by a vessel called the Duyfhen or Dove from the Dutch 
colony t)f Bantam in Java, but this was understood at the time to form a part 
of the neighbouring island of New Guinea. The Dutch continued their 
attempts to explore the unknown land, sending out in 1616 the ship Endraght, 
commanded by Dirk Hartog, which sailed along the west coast of Australia 
from lat. 26° 30' to 23° S. This expedition left on an islet near Shark’s Bay 
a record of its visit engraved on a tin plate, which was found there in 1801. 
The Pera and Amkem, Dutch vessels from Amboyna, in 1618 explored the 
Gulf of Carpentaria, giving to its westward peninsula, on the side opposite to 
Cape York, the name of Arnhem Land. The name of Carpentaria was also 
bestowed on this vast gulf in compliment to Peter Carpenter, then governor 
of the Dutch East India Company. In 1627 the Guldene Zeepardj carrying 
Peter Nuyts to the embassy in Japan, sailed along the south coast from Cape 
Leeuwin, and sighted the whole shore of the Great Bight. But alike on the 
northern and southern seaboard, the aspect of New Holland, as it was then 
called, presented an uninviting appearance. 

An important era of discovery began with Tasman’s voyage of Ki42. He, 
too, sailed from Batavia; but, first crossing the Indian Ocean to the Mauritius, 
he descended to the 44th parallel of S. lat., recrossing that ocean to the east. 
By taking this latter course he reached the island which now bears his name, 
but which he called Van Diemen’s Land, after the Dutch governor of Batavia. 
In 1644 Tasman made another attempt, when he explored the northwest coast 
of Australia, from Arnhem Land to the 22nd degree of latitude, approaching 
the locality of Dirk Hartog’s discoveries of 1616. He seems to have landed 
at Cape Ford, near Victoria River, also in Roebuck Bay, and again near 
Dampier’s ArcKipel^o. But the hostile attitude of the natives, whom he 
denounced as a malicious and miserable race of savages, prevented his seeing 
much of the new country; and for half a century after this no fresh discov- 
eries were made. 

The English made their first appearance on the Australian coast in 1688, 
when the northwestern shores were visited by the famous buccaneer Captain 
William Dampier, who spent five weeks ashore near Roebuck Bay. A few 
years later (1697) the Dutch organised another expedition under Vlamingh, 
who, first touching at Swan River on the west coast, sailed northward to 
Shark’s Bay, where Hartog had been in 1616. Dampier, two years later, 
visited the same place, not now as a roving adventurer, but with a commission 
from the English admiralty to pursue his Australian researches. This enter- 
prising navigator, in the narrative of his voyages, gives an account of the 
trees, oirds, and reptiles he observed, and of his encounters with the natives. 
But he found nothing to invite a long stay. There was yet another Dutch 
exploring squadron on that coast in 1705, but the results were of little im- 
portance. 

It was Captain Cook, in his voyages from 1769 to 1777, who communicated 
the most imi^rtant discoveries, and first opened to European enterprise and 



AUSTRALIA AKD NEW ZEALAND 


m 


[Ino-ITBB JL».] 

settlement the Austmlasian coasts. In command of the bark BnieavoWy 370 
tons burden, and carrying 85 persons, amongst whom were Sir Joseph Banks 
and Dr. Solander, returning from the Royal Society’s expedition to observe 
the transit of Venus, Cook visited both New Zealand and New South Wales. 
He came upon the Australian mainland in April, 1770, at a point named after 
Lieutenant Hicks, who first sighted 
it, on the shore of Gipps’ Land, Vic- 
toria, S. lat., 38®, E. long. 148® 53'. 

From this point, in a coasting voy- 

2 re not without peril when entan* 
ed in the barrier reefs of coral, 
the little vessel made its way up the 
whole length of the eastern sides of 
Australia, rounding Cape York, and 
crossing Torres Strait to New Gui- 
nea. In his second expedition of 
Australasian discovery, which was 
sent out in 1773, Cook’s ship, the 
Resolute, started in company with 
the Adventure, commanded by Cap- 
tain Furneaux. The two vessels 
separated, and Cook went to New 
Zealand, while Furneaux examined 
some parts of Tasmania and Bass 
Strait. The third voyage of Cook 
brought him, in 1777, both to Tas- 
mania and to New Zealand. 

Next to Cook, twenty or thirty 
years after his time, the names of wh.lxam dampiej* 

Bass and Flinders are justly hon- (la.-is-ins) 

oured for continuing the work of 

maritime discovery he had so well begun. To their courageous and persever- 
ing efforts, begun at their private risk, is due the correct detennination of the 
shape both of Tasmania and the neighbouring continent. Th^ French admiral 
Entrecasteaux, in 1792, had made a careful examination of the inlets at the 
south of Tasmania, and in his opinion the opening between Tasmania and 
Australia was only a deep bay. It was Bass who discovered it to be a broad 
strait, with numerous small islands. Captain Flinders survived his friend Bass, 
haying been associated with him in 1798 in this and other useful adventures. 
Flinders afterwards made a complete survey in detail of all the Australian 
coasts, except the west and northwest. He was captured, however, by the 
French during the war, and detained a prisoner in Mauritius for seven years.^ 


THE FOUNDING OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

New South Wales, the oldest of the Australian group, was founded in 
1788, the British government being induced by the favourable reports of 
Captain Cook to use it as a penal settlement in place of the former American 
colonies. The so-called “first fleet,” consisting of eleven vessels, reached 
Botany Bay in January 1788, with a complement of three hundred and 
forty-eight free persons and six hundred and ninety-six male and female 
prisoners. The voyage had occupied eight months.** 
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The shores of Botany Bay were found to be unsuitable for residence or 
cultivation, and Captain Phillip, R.N., who was in charge of the expedition, 
transferred the people under his command to Port Jackson, half-a-dozen 
miles away, near the site of the present city of Sydney. For some years the 
history of the infant settlement was that of a large gaol. The attempts made 
to till the soil at Farm Cove near Sydney, and near Parramatta, were only 
partially successful, and upon several occasions the residents of the encamp- 
ment suffered much privation. But by degrees the difficulties inseparable 
from the foundation of a remote colony were surmounted, several additional 
convict ships landed their living freight on the shores of Port Jackson, and 
in 1793 an emigrant ship arrived with free settlers, who were furnished with 
provisions and presented with free grants of land.»» By this time Captain 
Phillip had been succeeded by Captain John Hunter, his second in command 
on the voyage. Under his rule agriculture made some progress. What 
was more important was the discovery of the Cow Pastures. Some cattle 
which had escaped from the herd reached this district, and disclosed to the 
settlers in pursuit of them some admirable pasture-land. The number of 
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inhabitants of Sydney increased to five thousand, and a church was built, 
with the name of St. Phillip, in honour of the first governor. 

Captain Hunter was succeeded in turn by Captain Philip Gidley King. 
A penal settlement was formed in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania), and an 
unsuccessful attempt was made to colonise Port Phillip. But a disastrous 
set-back came upon the little colony. One of the floods to which the river 
Hawkesbury is subject swept over the farms which had been granted to the 
free settlers, destroying produce to the value of £3,500. “ Danger of 

absolute starvation ensued,” says Fitzgerald,/ ** as the valley was the granaiy 
of the colony. Maize and flour sold at 2s. 6d. per pound. A 2 lb. loaf 
reached the price of 54. For many months the inhabitants adopted 
stringent measures to restrict consumption. The growth of garden 
vegetables was encour^ed, and sea-fishing was undertaken.” By August, 
1806, however, when Captain King left the colony on the expiry of his 
term of office, the crisis had passed. He was succeeded oy Captain 
William Bligh, the naval officer connected with the mutiny of the 
Bounty, The incapacity of this officer in dealing with men was no good 
omen for his appointment to so difficult a position as that of governor of 
a penal settlement. He had not been long in the country before he came 
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into collision with the officers of the New South Wales corps^ a regiment 
raised in England for service in the colony. Fitzgerald, tho%h admitting 
that the conduct of the officers was in many respects open to censure, says 
that the measures adopted by Captain Bligh during tne dispute were, to 
say the least, ill-advised. The opposition culminated in open rebellion. On 
January 26th, 1808, Captain Bligh was forcibly deposed and placed in 
a ship with the object of returning to England, but he lingered about the 
coast, while the senior officer of the corps administered the government 
until the arrival of Macquarie, an army officer who had been appointed 
governor. 

Tlie regime of this able administrator marked the transformation of 
New South Wales from a penal settlement to a colony. He explored the 
surrounding country, constructed roads and bridges, and put up many 
permanent and palatial buildings in the cities of Sydney and Parramatta. 
All these public works were naturally accomplished by convict labour. 
His administration having been somewhat severely criticised by the British 
government at home, Colonel Macquarie himself, in an able apologia 
printed in the Parliamentary Papers of 1828, described the state in which he 
found the settlement, and the means he had taken to improve its conditions. 

“ I found the colony,” he says, barely emerging from infantile 
imbecility, and suffering from various privations and disabilities : the 
country impenetrable beyond forty miles from Sydney, agriculture in a yet 
languishing state, commerce in its early dawn, revenue unknown, threatened 
with famine, distracted by faction, the public buildings in a state of dilapida- 
tion and mouldering to decay, the few roads and bridges rendered almost 
impassable, the population in general depressed by poverty, no public 
credit nor private confidence, the morals of the great mass of the population 
in the lowest state of debasement, and religious worship almost totally 
neglected.” Such was the state of New South Wales when he took charge of 
its administration on January 1st, 1810. He left it in February, 1821, 
reaping incalculable advantages from his extensive and important discoveries 
in all directions, including the supposed almost impassable barrier called 
the “ Blue Mountains,” to the westward of which are situated the fertile 
plains of Bathurst, and in all respects enjoying a state of private comfort 
and public prosperity which he thought would equal the* expectation of 
his majesty^s government. He goes on to state that in 1810 there were : 
population, 11,590 ; sheep, 25,888 ; cattle, 9,544 ; acres in cultivation, 7,615 ; 
and that in October, 1821, the population was 38,778 ; sheep, 290,158 ; 
cattle, 102,939 ; acres in cultivation, 32,267. 

Governor Macquarie signalised his term of office by an attempt to 
improve the condition of the prisoners, which met with considerable 
opposition from the free settlers and the garrison. He is described by 
Fitzgerald as inviting to his table, appointing as magistrates, and distin- 
guishing by other marks of favour men whom he supposed to be reformed. 
Fitzgerald adds that the controversy excited so much interest in England 
that Mr. John Bigge was sent out in 1819 with the fullest powers of 
investigation ; serious doubts being entertained in Downing Street, not only 
as to the wisdom of Macquarie’s policy, but also whether transportation 
had not, in consequence of it, ceased to be a terror to evildoers. The 
jresult of the two years’ inquiry was embodied in three separate reports. 
They recommended that transportation be continued, out ^ suggested 
improvements in discipline, severely censuring the governor’s indulgence 
towards prisoners. 
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It was during Captain Macquarie’s administration that the first 
banking institution, the Bank of New South Wales, was founded. His 
own financial methods consisted in remedying the scarcity of coin by 
allowing private individuals to issue promissory notes for 5s. redeemable in 
copper, and in preventing the exportation of the Spanish dollar by punching 
out the centre and allowing a value of 5s. to the remaining ring. 

By 1817, after the fall of Napoleon had given the people of the United 
Kingdom leisure to think about their overseas possessions, free settlers were 
arriving in considerable numbers. 

ABOLITION OF TRANSPORTATION I GOLD AND SHEEP 

Governor Macquarie was succeeded as governor in 1821 by Sir Thomas 
Brisbane, the distinguished astronomer, in whose administration (1822-25) 
the first legislative council met, trial by jury in criminal cases was sub- 
stituted for trial by military juries, and the censorship of the press was 
abolished. A penal colony established at More ton Bay in 1824 after- 
ward developed into the colony of Queensland, the capital city of which 
was natned from Governor Brisbane. In 1825 Sir Ralph Darling became 
governor and established many needed reforms, particularly in regard 
to the land system. It was during his administration that the movement 
to put an end to the system of convict transportation attained new force 
by the alliance of the governor with the exclusionists. In 1831 he was super- 
seded by Sir Richard Bourke of whom it has been said that he revolutionised 
the whole system of government, and inaugurated a new era for the colony. 

Free grants of land, excepting such as were for public purposes, were 
abolished, thus doing away with one of the greatest sources of fraud and 
discontent. The convict system was remodelled and regulated, abuses 
in “assignment” were rectified and the severity of punishments mitigated. 
The immigration of women was encouraged in order to remedy the defect 
due to the extraordinarily disproportionate numbers of men in the colony; 
a law providing for more liberal religious equality was enacted. In the 
six years of Governor Bourke ’s administration the population of New 
South Wales had almost doubled. 

In 1838 Sir .George Gipps became governor, remaining at the head of 
the colonial government until 1846. A violent temper and great obstinacy 
made the new governor unpopular in the extreme, but his administration 
was marked by great progress in many directions. It was a period 5f 
rapid growth in the new districts of Victoria (Australia Felix or Port Phillip) 
and in South Australia. The abolition of transportation in 1840 was 
followed by the encouragement of free immigration. In 1841 the popular 
tion passed 130,000. Extravagant speculation, undue inflation, over- 
trading and overproduction led to a crisis which was precipitated by a 
fall in the price of wool in England and a severe drought in 1841-42. Land 
sales fell from £316,000 in 1840 to £90,000 in the following year, and in 
1842 the sales barely defrayed the expenses of the survey. 

Sir Charles Fitzroy was governor from 1846-1855. His administra- 
tion was marked by several occurrences of importance. By 1851 the 
population of New ^uth Wales had reached 190,000 while Victoria and 
wuth Australia aggregated about 80,000 inhabitants each.<i , « 

At Summerhill Creek, 20 miles north of Bathurst, in the Macquarie 
plains, gold was discovered, in February, 1851, by Edward Hammond 
Hargiuves, an Australian gold miner returned from California. The 
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intelligence was made known in April or May; and then began a rush of 
thousands — men leaving their former emplo 3 rinents in the bt»h or in the 
towns to search for the ore so greatly coveted in all ages. In August it 
was found at Anderson Creek, near Melbourne; a few weeks later the 
great Ballarat gold field, 80 miles west of that city, was opened ; and after 
that, Bendigo, now called Sandhurst, to the north. Not only in these 
lucky provinces, New South Wales and Victoria, where the auriferous 
deposits were re- 
vealed, but in every 
British colony of 
Australasia, all ordi- 
nary industry was 
left for the one excit- 
ing pursuit. The 
copper mines of South 
Australia were for the 
time deserted, while 
Tasmania and New 
Zealand lost many 
inhabitants, who em- 
igrated to the more 
promising country. 

The disturbance of 
social, industrial, and govkhnment iiouhK, Hyi>NBT 

commercial affairs, 

during the first two or three years of the gold era, was very great. Immi- 
grants from Europe, and to some extent from North America and China, 
poured into Melbourne, where the arrivals in 1852 averaged 2,000 persons 
in a week. The population of Victoria was doubled in the first twelve- 
month of the gold fever.*' 

. In the year of the gold discovery Victoria was established as an inde- 
pendent colony. Two years later (1853), the imperial parliament enacted 
as law the new constitution drawn up by the New South Wales legislative * 
council which made the colony self-governing on a responsible representa- 
tive basis. 

Walpole; remarks that any one who had patiently studied the statistics 
of Australia during the opening years of the nineteenth century might have 
been puzzled to name the advantages which were likely to result from tho 
foundation of the settlement.” But he points out that there were even at 
this time in operation causes that were to lead to the success of tho colony, 
— in particular, a beginning had been made in the wool industry.® The 
suitableness of the land for pastoral pursuits was undoubtedly tho means 
of loading the infant colony oi New South Wales to take its first step on tho 
path of commercial progress. 

By tho year 1795, Obtain MacArthur, one of tile first promoters of sheep- 
breeding in Now South Wales, had accumulated a flock of 1000 ; but, not satis- 
fied with the natural increase of his flocks alone, he sought also to improve 
the quality of their fleeces. A happy circumstance enabled him to attam his 
object, for in 1797 Captain Waterhouse arrived from the Cape of Good Hope 
with a number of very fine Spanish-bred sheep. By scientifically crossii^ 
his new stock with the old, MacArthur gradually improved his strain, and in 
a few years obtained fleeces of very fine texture. 

In due course MacArthur arrived in England with specimens of the wool 
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obtained ficom his finest sheep, conclusively proving the capabilities of 
Australia m a wool-producing country. In this way he opened up a small 
trade, which, as Australasian wool rose in estimation, gradually mcreased 
until it reached its present dimensions. During his visit to England 
Mac Arthur purchased an additional stock of ten rams and ewes of the breed, 
which had formed portion of a present from the King of Spain to George III. 
After his return to New South Wales, MacArthur patiently continued for 
many years the process of selection, with such success that in 1858, when his 
flock was finally dispersed, it was estimated that his superior ewes numbered 
fully one thousand.® 

The magnitude of the industry may bo appreciated from the statistics 
which Walpole; gives as to the increase in the number of sheep in New 
South Wales in tne nineteenth century. Ho says that in 1800 Now South 
Wales possessed 6757 sheep ; in 1821 she had 120,000 ; in 1834 about 1,000,000 ; 
in 1839, 3,000,000; in 1856, 7,700,000; whilst in the next twenty-five years 
the stock of sheep increased more than fourfold.® 

Ministry succeeded ministry at short intervals, and it was some years 
before constitutional government worked smoothly. The powers of the new 

E arliament were utilised for extending representative institutions. Vote by 
allot was introduced ; the number of members in the assembly was increased 
to 80, and the franchise was granted to every adult male after six months’ 
residence in any electoral area. Meanwhile the material progress of the 
colony was unchecked. 

During the regime of Sir John Young, afterwards Lord Lisgar, who suc- 
ceeded Sir William Denison in 1861, several important events occurred. The 
land policy of previous governments was entirely revised, and the <Land Bill, 
framed by Sir John Robertson, introduced the principle of deferred payments 
for the purchase of crown lands, and made residence and cultivation, rather 
than a sufficient price, the object to be sought by the crown in alienating the 
public estate. This measure was followed by similar legislation in all of the 
Australian colonies. It was during the governorship of Sir John Young that 
the distinction between the descendants of convicts and the descendants of 
free settlers, hitherto maintained with great strictness, was finally abandoned. 
In 1862 the agijation against the Chinese assumed importance, and the atti- 
tude of the miners at Lambing Flat was so threatening that a large force, 
military and police was despatched to that gold-field in order to protect the 
Chinamen from ill treatment by the miners. The railways were gradually 
extended, and the condition of the country roads was improved. The only 
^awback to the general progress and prosperity of the country was the 
recrudescence of bushranging, or robbery under arms, in the country districts. 
Tliis crime, originally confined to runaway convicts, was now committed by 
young men bom in the colony, familiar with its mountains and forests, who 
were good horsemen and excellent shots. It was not until a large number of 
lives had been sacrificed, and many bushrangers brought to the scaffold, that 
the offence was thoroughly stamped out in New South Wales, only to reappear 
some years afterwards under somewhat similar conditions. 

The earl of Belmore was governor from 1868 to 1872. Sir Hercules Rob- 
inson, afterwards Lord Rosmead, was sworn in as governor in 1872. During 
his rule the long series of political struggles, which prevented any administra- 
tion from remaining in office long enough to develop its policy, was brought 
to an end by a coalition between Sir Henry Parkes and Sir John Robertson. 
Lord Aiijgustus Loftus became governor in 1879, in time to inaugurate the first 
international exhibition ever held in Australia. The census taken during the 
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following year gave the population of the colony as 751,468. Mitt railway to 
Melbourne was complete in 1880; and in 18^ valuable dej^its of suver 
were discovered at Broken Hill, near the western frontier of New South Wales. 

In 1889 the premier. Sir Henry Parkes, gave his adhesion to the movement 
for Australasian, federation, and New South Wales was represented at the first 
conference held at 
Melbourne in the be- 
ginning of 1890. 

Lord Jersey assumed 
office January 15, 

1891, and a few weeks 
afterwards the con- 
ference to consider 
the question of fed- 
erating the Austra- 
lian colonies was held 
at Sydney. A board 
of arbitration and 
conciliation to hear 
and determine la- St. mart's cathedral and Hydb park, Sydney 

hour questions and 

disputes was formed and by later legislation its powers have been strength- 
ened.n Sir William Duff, who followed Lord Jersey, died in 1895, and was 
succeeded by Lord Hampden, who in 1899 gave way to Earl Beauchamp. 
Federation was not so popular in New South Wales as in some of the colonies; 
and when the federation bill came before the people there was doubt as to 
the outcome, but those favouring the measure carried the day, and New South 
Wales entered the union.a 

THE SETTLEMENT OF VAN DIEMEN’S LAND 

When Van Diemen's Land, as the island of Tasmania was first called, was 
first occupied in 1803 it was intended to devote it to colonisation of the more 
dangerous criminals, particularly the Irish rebels of 1798. For almost a quar- 
ter of a century it was little but a convict settlement under tfie control of the 
governor of New South Wales, represented by a lieutenant-governor at Hobart 
Town. In 1810 the total population was offiy 1,300. Bushranging was rife, 
and there was no guarantee of safety to either life or property. In December, 
1825, Van Diemen’s Land, its population being then over 8,(^, was separated 
from New South Wales and made a separate colony under the governorship 
of Sir George Arthur, who continued in control until 1836. He was an able 
man, and a strict and perhaps at times a rather autocratic disciplinarian. 
But strict discipline was exactly what the colony demanded and the admin- 
istration of Governor Arthur marked the beginning of a new era for the island 
that was to prepare the way for the still better time^o come when the convict 
transportation should cease. During this period too occurred the expeditions 
against the aborigines known as the Black War. This was an attempt to 
hem in by a cordon drawn across the island the remainder of the native 
tribes which had been giving trouble to the rapidly growing sheep raising 
communities. An inglorious campaign in which 3,500 regular and vol^- 
teer trows were employed resulted in the expenditure of £30,000 but nothing 
more. In 1837 conciliatory methods prevailed where force had failed and 
the remnants of the native population were removed en to Flinder's 

W.— VOL. XXU . r * 




THE COLONIAL WORLD 


[ 180 B- 18 B 8 !.]>.] 

Island. Sir John Franklin of Arctic exploration fame, succeeded Sir George 
Aiihui as governor in 1836 and free immi^ation soon commenced. For 
3rears the political history of Van Diemen’s Land is confined almost exclu- 
sively to agitation against tra^ortation. The system known as “assign- 
ment” was tried and failed. The introduction of “probation gangs” was 
infinitely worse. At length a league was formed with the other colonies and 
in 1853 this iniquitous system, so long a blot on the fair fame of Australia, 
was abolished. Even the old name of the island was changed to that of Tas- 
mania in the effort to efface from memory the awful regime which the name of 
Van Diemen’s Land must ever recall. 

THE CONVICT SYSTEM IN VAN DIEMEN’s LAND 

The convict might be assigned to the road-gang, the chain-party, or, 
worst of all, to the terrible penal settlements. Ine first two were the lot of 
those whose offences were considered to merit a lighter punishment. Their 
labour consisted of stone-breaking upon the roads; the chain-gang being 
distinguished by a more degrading dress, heavy chains, and the superintenf 
ence of armed soldiers. They lived in huts, which were removed according 
to the needs of the public service, being, according to the evidence of Sir 
Richard Bourke, “locked up from sunset to sunrise in boxes holding from 
twenty to twenty-eight men, but in which the whole number can neither 
stand upright, nor sit down at the same time, except with their logs at right 
angles to tneir bodies, and which, in some instances, do not allow more than 
ci^teen inches in width for each individual to lie down on the bq^e boards.” 

The accumulated horror of the penal settlements is almost beyond im- 
agination. Judging from the descriptions we have received of them, they 
deserve to the utmost the words of one who himself had passed througL 
them, that ** the heart of a man who went to them was taken from him, and 
he was given that of a beast.” One of the worst of these settlements was 
that of Macquarie Harbour, chosen by Governor Sorell in December 1821 on 
account of its isolated position, as a place of government for the worst class 
of criminals. Macquarie Harbour was an inlet of the sea on the western 
coast, about two hundred miles from Hobart Town by water. This inferno 
seems to have been thoroughly suitable to the purpose for which it was used. 
It was a region lashed with tempests and frequent rains. The climate was 
chill and humid; animal life was preserved there with difficulty, and 
vegetation, except in its coarsest forms, was stunted and precarious. After 
weeks of tossing on an agitated sea in a confined space, the convict passed at 
length to his dreary home over the perilous bar of sand called “ Hell’s Gates,” 
a name equally appropriate to the appearance of the place and to the treat- 
ment of ^e inhabitants. Beyond this spread impenetrable forests, and in 
the distance enormous snow-covered mountains; the whole place wearing 
an air of unspeakable sad^iess. 

The chief employment of the inhabitants of this dreary spot was to carry 
large logs from the interior parts of the forest to the beach, and thence 
to float them through the water to the dockyard. In this toil they some- 
times passed hours m the water, diseased and weakened by hunger and 
exposed to the maladies of the blood which result from a lack of vegetables, 
until, for many, death supervened. But a still severer punishment was used 
for refractozT convicts. They were sent at night to a lonely rock which it 
was impossible to reach without being soaked by the surf. There they 
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obtained what rest they ^uld, without fires or bedding, wet to the skin, and 
often loaded with heavy irons. ^ 

Terrible treatment was also meted out to the convict whose punishment 
was supposed to be lighter than that of the penal settlements, to judge by 
the descriptions both of those who witnessed and those who underwent it. 
If the toil m the woods with the chain-gang had tasked his powers of endur- 
ance too greatly, his ** malingering,*' as a display of physical weakness was 
called, was only a signal for 
increased brutality. Flog- 
ging was administered on 
the smallest pretext, and 
was often followed by days 
of solitary confinement. 

Sometimes a convict whose 
weaker spirit made him 
dread the lash was ordered 
to flog his fellow. If he 
refused, he received the 
himself, while 
his strokes too 
light, he was urged on to 
greater severity by threats. 

It is no wonder that such 
treatment rendered men 
desperate, even careless of 
their lives, if they could 
only revenge themselves on 
thoir tormentors. 

Those who knew these 
convict establishments were 
unanimous in their opinion 
as to their absolute lack of 
reformative effect on the 
prisoners. “ A convict,” said 
the chief police magistrate 
of Van Diemen’s Land, “is sure to return more vicious and more hardened 
in spirit than he was before.” Nor were they of any iiioro eflect as deterrents. 
It was the opinion of Sir George Arthur, the governor, that the moment a 
convict was released, he fell into crime on the slightest temptation. 

The effect of the hardening of the prisoners is shown by the almost 
incredible acts of despair to which they were reduced. Several instances 
were recorded of a victim chosen by lot being murdered in sight of the 
authorities, with no other object on the part of the murderers than to be 
executed for the crime. Any hind of death was welcome after the miserable 
existence of the Van Diemen’s Land prisons, cvex the slow starvation that 
followed an escape into the surrounding country was a relief after the 
indescribable horrors of Macquarie Harbour, Port Arthur, and Tasmans 
Peninsula. Some of the escapes have been recounted which were made by 
desperate prisoners in hopes of reaching settled districts through the tangled 
vines and impervious horizontal scrub ; most of these parties never being 
heard of again. Especially noticeable is the fate of a party of eight convicts, 
who left the settlement in 1822. They were driven by starvation to murder 
their companions for food until the only survivor gave himself up to a 


punishment 
if he made 
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shepherd, still carrying with him the remains of his last comrade. Grey 
says, It is with shame that we have to admit that such things were not 
only possible under the convict system, but that they did actually take place 
in the penal establishments of Van Diemen's Land until the exposure of 
these umuman outrages led to their discontinuance.” He expresses his 
belief that if the British Government and people of a past generation had 
been sooner apprised of them, it is only just to their feelings of humanity to 
believe that drastic measures would have been taken, at a much earlier 
period to punish those who were responsible for these atrocities and to 
reform the methods of transportation. 

Van Diemen’s Land became especially connected with the transportation 
system. More convicts were sent there than anywhere else, and the system 
Imgered on there after it had been abolished in other places. The assign- 
ment system — an arrangement by which free settlers and members of the 
garrison were allowed to make their own selection of assigned servants — was 
productive of a large amount of evil. Every applicant for a servant got just 
what he wanted : there was no effort to prevent convicts from being assigned 
to improper persons. 

Very often it happened that the masters themselves were “ emancipists,” 
that is, old convicts who had been pardoned or had finished their terms. 
They made no attempt to look after tnose who were under their charge, but 
left them nominally under the supervision of the police, but practically 
uncontrolled. The result was that the capital itself became a hotbed of 
crime and iniejuity. Officers selected mistresses from among the female 
convicts and lived with them openly, and the military elements of the 
population were practically in a position to do whatever they pWased. The 
natural outcome of this regime was drunkenness, prostitution, adultery, 
murder, flogging, and hanging. The last item was so common an occurrence 
that half-a-dozen prisoners would be executed in a single day, while floggings 
were a daily, even an hourly, spectacle. In the prisons themselves the 
crimes that took place were as terrible as any that have ever happened. 
All the horrors wo associate with absolute power, wielded by brutal and 
ignorant men, flourished in this British settlement. The wonder is that 
tnese penal stations were not broken up long before the mandate went forth 
to abolish them. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

The settlement of South Australia involved a very interesting problem in 
political economy, and was the subject of much animated discussion early in 
the nineteenth century. The idea of a new colony, to be free both from 
slavery and penal servitude, seems to have been due to Edward Gibbon 
Wakefield, a man of wide knowledge and possessing notable humani- 
tarian views. Harcus« sympathetically describes him as “an advanced 
political economist,” who ^ had thought out “ a system of colonisation which 
ne maintained was the only true ^stem, possessing the element of stability 
and success.” But the London Times scoffed and doubted the wisdom of 
establishing the new colony. '* Our duty to the public,” said the Times, 
** requires that we should declare broadly, however briefly, our entire distrust 
of the whole character and tendencies of such a project, and our hope that it 
may rather be strangled in the birth than live just long enough to spread 
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disappointment and ruin through a far wider portion of sooiaty than that 
now subjected to its influence." A little later the same joun^ was even 
more hostile to the scheme, remarking — There was no bubble of the year 
1825 more deserving of reprobation than this Australian humbug.” 

Negotiations for the settlement of South Australia took form in 1831, 
but it was not until 1834 that enough interest was aroused to lead to definite 
results. This led to the formation of the South Australian Association, 
whose object was to found a colony under royal charter, and without convict 
labour, at or near Spencer’s Gulf, on the south coast of Australia, a place far 
removed from any then existing penal settlement. At the end of June in 
that year, an enthusiastic meeting was held at Exeter Hall, London, the 
proceedings lasting several hours, and as an outcome a scheme was prepared 
and ultimately embodied in an act of the British parliament, which was 
passed in the following August. It was provided that the delimited colony 
of South Australia extending from the tropic of Capricorn southward to the 
ocean, and between the 132nd and 141st degrees of east longitude, should 
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henceforth be independent of any other Australian colony. All the lands 
within its limits were declared to be public lands, and placed under the 
management of a board of commissioners sitting in London. Private pro- 
perty in any of these lands could be acquired only by the payment of ready 
money, but the quantity so acquirable was unrestricted, subject only to 
certain fees and a minimum price of 12s. per acre. The whole of the money 
received from the sale of lands was intended to be employed in conveying 
poor labourers to the colony, but such persons were to be carefully chosen 
from young adult persons of both sexes in equal proportion. 

Wakefield had an idea that if colonisation was tQ be carried on success- 
fully both capital and labour must be attracted to the new colony. He 
pointed out the scarcity of labour in those colonies where access to the land 
was practically free, and he decried the very conditions that later generations 
of political economists are prone to approve. 

The ideas of Wakefield have been re-examined recently by a French 
writer, Andr4 Siegfried, who thus summarises his efforts: “Wakefield had 
not long to wait for the first application, at least partial, of his ideas. The 
Colonifid Office, in 1831, decided that the selling of lands should make its 
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beginning in New South Wales ; but Wakefield complained bitterly that his 
doctrine had been mutilated. He set to work to find a new field for experi- 
mentation, where he would be free to act as he chose, and he undertook the 
foundation of the colony of South Australia. Nevertheless, he encountered 
new obstacles. He was obliged to reckon with the government, who limited 
his experiments. A law, passed in 1834, regulated the conditions of the 
colonisation of the new enterprise, wherein the ideas of Wakefield were for 
the most part excluded from the commission charged with their execution.” 

The coast of South Australia had been discovered by Captain Flinders in 
1802, who made a survey for the British government, and in 1815 Obtain 
Dillon engaged in some commerce along the coast. In 1827-8 Captain Gould 
visited the locality and reported most fevourably as to its possibilities.® 

The colony began its actual existence with the arrival at Holdfast Bay 
on Decembar 28, 1836, of the first governor. Captain Hindmarsh and a com- 
pany of settlers. Hindmarsh proved a poor administrator and in a little over 
a year was superseded by Colonel Gawler. The course of colonial progress 
in South Australia was similar to that in the other colonies. Speculation 
was followed by a period of distress and confusion. The prices of food pro- 
ducts rose enormously: flour sold at £100 per ton. Colonel Gawler’s policy 
of undertaking extensive public works to keep the unemployed busy was 
not approved by the colonial secretary and he was superceded by Captain, 
afterward Sir George Grey and at the same time the authority of the South 
Australian Company was abolished. Governor Grey’s reforms were efiicacious 
and ere long the colony was on a self supporting basis and growing rapidly. 
In the administration of Colonel Robe, who became governor in 1845, were 
made the important discoveries of copper at Kapunda and Burr^i Burra. Sir 
Henry Fox Young, who succeeded as governor in 1848, had to face the serious 
crisis growing out of the discovery of gold in Victoria in 1851, the rush to 
the gold fields threatening for a time to depopulate the colony. But the 
increased prosperity of the succeeding years more than made up for the tem- 
porary set-back. In the year 1853 a new constitution establishing a respon- 
sible government on a representative basis was adopted, and although there 
were thirty-one changes of ministry in the succeeding twenty-two years it 
can be said to, have worked satisfactorily.® 

From its origin as the venture of private enterprise, South Australia has 
passed through orderly st^es of evolution up to the zenith of democratic 
government. Such alterations as have been made in the constitution have 
been in the direction of a still further enlargement of the franchise. Payment 
of members proved to be the corollary of manhood suffrage. It was held that 
an unrestricted right of selection was unavailing if the area of selection was 
limited to the few who had been specially favoured by fortune. In 1887 a 
temporary act was passed for the payment of £200 a year to each member of 
both houses, and in 1890 the law was made permanent. Thus was rendered 
possible the direct representation of all classes. Soon afterwards the par- 
liamentary labour party came into existence; this forms a considerable pro- 
portion of the membership of both houses, and includes in its ranks men of 
the highest intelligence, industry, and eloquence. In 1894 the principle of 
one man vote ” was extended to that of “ one adult one vote ” by the inclusion 
of women as voters on terms of absolute equality with men. Exp)erience has 
demonstrated that, owing to the intrusion of the p)ersonal element,, general 
elections have often fail^ to afford conclusive evidence of the state of the 
popular will. Attention has therefore been directed towards the referendum 
as a means of obtaining an unquestionable verdict on imp)ortant public issues. 
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Although no general statute had been formulated on the subjpet up to 1902. 
custom has definitely established the practice. Undoubtedly the practical 
application of the referendum in South Australia facilitated the adoption of 
this principle in the ratification and in the method of amendment of the com- 
monwealth constitution. The right of the second chamber to suggest amend- 
ments to bills which it has not power to amend was borrowed by the common- 
wealth from the constitution of South Australia, as also was the idea of a 
simultaneous dissolution of both houses as a means of overcoming possible 
deadlocks between the chambers. 

The existence of South Australia as a colony was co-terminous with the 
reign of Queen Victoria. The colony was established only a few months 
before the accession of that monarch, and South Australia ceased to be a 
colony by entering the commonwealth as a state within a few days of the close 
of the Victorian Age.» 


VICTOHIA 

The early attempts to colonise the Victoria district were fruitless. Fears 
that the French contemplated a settlement in the region led the government 
to send Lieutenant Grimes to examine the country as early as 1802. He 
visited the site of the present city of Melbourne, but his report was unfavour- 
able, as was that ^ven by Colonel Collins who was dispatched thither in the 
succeeding year with instructions to found a settlement at Port Phillip and 
who returned without completing his mission. A number of similar failures 
are to be recorded during the first two decades of the nineteenth century. 
The real founders of Victoria were undoubtedly the Hentys, sons of a Sussex 
banker who had gone out to Australia as members of the unfortunate Swan 
River Colony in 1829, and in 1834 established several sheep farms in the 
neighbourhood of the present Portland. In May, 1835, colonists from Van 
Diemen’s Land established themselves at Geelong. In the Au^st following, 
John P. Fawkner and his associates laid the foundation of Melbourne, which,, 
after some hesitation, W£LS recognised by the appointment of a magistrate by 
the Sydney government. In 1839 Governor Latrobe was appointed by the 
New South Wales government as its representative in what v^s then known 
as the Port Phillip district, holding office until he became the first governor 
of the colony of Victoria in 1851. The jealousy between the Sydney and 
Melbourne governments was intense and bitter for many years, and the former 
threw every obstacle in the way of the separation of Port Phillip. The justice 
of the demand was too apparent to be resisted however and in July, 1851, the 
Port Phillip district, renamed the colony of Victoria, began its independent 
existence. In 1851 the population of the colony aggregated 90,000. In the 
same year gold was discovered at Ballarat, and in 1852 the new settlers enter- 
ing the colony numbered over 70,000. At the end of ten years (1861) the 
population was six times that of 1^1. Local self-government was introduced 
in 1853, and responsible government established uifdcr a new constitution in 
1855. In the same year discontent in the gold fields, due to an exorbitant 
license fee charged all miners culminated in an armed revolt. The difficulty 
was eventually overcome by the substitution of an export duty on gold for 
the licence fee. 

Th^ political history of Victoria was for some decades little more than the 
stoiy of bitter struggles between the liberal, or democratic party, firmly 
ensconced in the lower branch of the legislature and the conservatives who 
controlled the council. The widest divergence has been upon the question of 
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protection or free trade, the democratic assembly declaring for the former 
while the conservative council stood out firmly for the latter policy. So 
bitter was the struggle and so uncompromising were the partisans, that on 
several occasions all legislation came to an end and the whole fabric of society 
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was shaken to its foundations. In 1891 began an era in which the (y>llectivist 
idea dominated the legislation to an unprecedented degree. The principle 
of “one man one vote” was established: old age pensions and “eight hour” 
laws enacted, and tribunals for fixing a minimum wage provided. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

The earliest settlement in Western Australia was made in 1825 by Major 
Lockyer who was despatched thitlier with a company of convicts to head off 
a threatened French occupation. In three years the settlers returned to New 
South Wales. In 1827 Captain (Sir James) Sterling reported favourably on 
the availability of the Swan River region, and in 18^ he was sent out as 
lieutenant-governor of a new colony established under the auspices of an 
association of London promoters. But the colony did not prosper.® The 
fault was an ignorance of the first principles of colonisation. Vast tracts of 
land were sold or granted to individuals. The colony was to be exempted 
as a favour, from any importation of convicts. The settlers were to be 
allowed 200 acres of land for every labouring man, woman, or child above ten 
years of age, that they should import into the colony; and forty acres of land 
were riven for every amount of £3 imported into the settlement in any shape. 
Thus land superabounded in proportion to capital, and the capital brought 
in, though so scanty in proportion to the land, abounded in proportion to the 
labour. The richest of the colonists could obtain no labourers; and they sat 
down upon their lands, surrounded by their rotting goods, their useless tools, 
and the frames of houses which there were no hands to erect — without 
shelter, and certain soon to be without food, if more labour could not ^ 
obtained. Instead of more, there was daily less, as the few labourers who 
were on the spot made use of their first exorbitant earnings to possess them- 
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selves of enough of the cheap land to make them their own maisters. They 
made up their minds that the secret of the success of other settlefifients, pitied 
for their liability to convict immigration, was in their convict labour; and the 
Swan River colonists petitioned the government at home to send them con- 
victs to save them from destruction. Some of the settlers wandered away, 
as they could find opportunity, to other colonies, stripped of everything or 
carrying the mere wrecks of their expensive outfit.9 

In 1849 the entire population was only 4,622. In the following year the 
prayer of the colonists that the colony be made a penal settlement was acceded 
to by the imperial government, and during the ensuing eighteen years over 
10,000 convicts were transported. In 1 868 at the unanimous request of the other 
Australian colonies the transportation ceased. Until this was done the colony 
made no material progress. In 1870 under the energetic governorship of Sir 
Frederick Weld a new era in colonial progress was inaugurated. A systematic 
exploration of the interior was undertaken and surveys made for railroad and 
telegraph lines. The discovery of gold at Kimberley in 1882 and at Yilgarn 
in 1887 still further added to the progress of the colony. In October, 1890, 
the colony was granted a new constitution providing a responsible repre- 
sentative government. Sir John Forrest who had served the colony well as 
one of the pioneers in opening up the interior, and later as the principal 
champion of the self-government movement became its first premier, and 
guided the colony safely into the confederation. The progress made during 
the decade of his premiership is evidenced by the growth in population which 
increased from 45,290 in 1890 to 195,000 in 1900. 

QrEENBLAND 

The history of Queensland dates from the planting of a penal colony at 
Moreton Bay (Brisbane) in 1824. It proved almost impossible however to 
attract free settlers to the colony, and little by little the penal station fell into 
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disuse. In 1841 there were only 200 people in the settlement. By 1842 it 
was practically deserted. In that year it was declared open to free settlers 
only, and a slight immigration took place. In 1844 there was a considerable 
group of ** squatter” stations about Moreton Bay and on the Darling Downs, 
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and the future prosperity of the region as a stock raising "community had 
begun. By 1849 there were in the colony 72,000 cattle and over a million 
sheep. By 1859 the population of the district had reached 25,000 and despite 
.the protests of New South Wales it was constituted an independent colony 
under the name of Queensland. A constitution conferring all the rights and 
privileges of self-government was granted and Sir George Bowen became the 
first governor. The first premier, Mr. Robert George Wyndham Herbert, held 
office continuously until 1866, during which period the north-and west interiors 
were rapidly opened to settlement. The collapse of a government loan in 
1866 during the brief ministry of Mr. Arthur Macalister, precipitated a panic, 
and an easily quelled revolt among the workers on the railroads. The discov- 
ery of gold at Gympie in 1867 was followed by a big “ rush” to the region and 
prosperity was restored. Sugar planting, begun in 1862, became one of the 
leading industries of the colony, but led to the introduction of coolie and 
Kanaka labourers. Their restriction and control has since become one of the 
burning questions of Queensland politics. The decade, 1890-1900, was chiefly 
notable for the rise of the labour party as a power in politics, and the disa^ 
pearance of the “squatter” as a dominant factor.® 

AGRARIAN LEGISLATION: CHINESE EXCLUSION 

The history of Australia since 1873 is mainly comprised in its industrial 
progress, for, with the exception of the advent of the labour party and the 
federation government, there have been no occurrences of such political 
importance as to call for special mention. The four eastern states had the 
privilege of responsible government bestowed on them at vam.^us dates 
between 1855 and 1860. After the establishment of responsible government 
the main questions at issue were the secular as opposed to the religious system 
of public instruction, protection as opposed to a revenue tariff, vote by ballot, 
manhood suffrage, abolition of transportation and assignment of convicts, 
and free selection of lands before survey; these, and indeed all the great 
questions upon which the coimtry was divided, were settled before the year 
1873. With the disposal of these important problems, politics in Australia 
became a struggle for office between men whose political principles were 
very much alike, and the tenure of power enjoyed by the various govern- 
ments did not depend upon the principles of administration so much as upon 
the personal fitness of the head of the ministry, and the acceptability of his 
ministry to the members of the more popular branch of the legislature. For 
the most part, therefore, the history of the colonies is a catalogue of their 
domestic events, such a thing as a foreign policy being quite unknown. The 
leading politicians of all the states have felt the cramping effects of mere 
domestic legislation, albeit on the' proper direction of such legislation depends 
the well being of the people, and to this sense of the limitations of local 
politics was due, as much as to anything else, the movement towards federa- 
tion. 

Taking the states as a whole, agrarian legislation has been the most impor- 
tant subject that has engrossed the attention of their parliaments, and every 
state has been more or less engaged in tinkering with its land laws. The 
main object of all such legislation is to secure the residence of the owners 
on the land. The object of settlers, however, in a great many, perhaps in 
the majority of instances, is to dispose of their holdmm as soon as possible 
after the requirements of the law have been complied with, and to avoid 
permanent settlement. This lias greatly facilitated the formation of large 
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estates devoted chiefly to grazing purposes, contrary to the policy of the 
legislature, which has everywhere sought to encomage tillage, or tillage joined 
to stock rearii^, and to discour^ large holdings. The importance of the 
land question is so great that it is hardly an exaggeration to say that it is 
usual for every parliament of Australia to have before it a proposal to alter 
or amend its land laws. Since 1870 there have been four radical changes 
made in New South Wales. In Victoria the law has been altered five times, 
and in Queensland and South Australia six times. 

ApaH from the settlement of agrarian questions, recent Australian politics 
have concerned themselves with the prevention or regulation of the influx 
of coloured races, the prevention or settlement of labour disputes, and federa- 
tion. The agitation against the influx of Chinese commenced very soon 
after the gold discoveries, the European miners objecting strongly to the 
presence of these aliens upon the diggings. The allegations made concerning 
the Chinese really amounted to a charge of undue industry. Tlie Chinese 
were hard working and had the usual fortune attending those who work 
hard. They spent little on drink or with the storekeepers and were therefore 
by no means popular. The Chinese difficulty, so far as the mining popula- 
tion was concerned, was solved by the exhaustion of the extensive alluvial 
deposits. The nearness of China to Australia always appeared to the 
Australian democracy as a menace to the integrity of the white settle- 
ments; but the absence of any federal authority made common action 
difficult. 

In 1888 an important conference on the Chinese question held in Sydney 
and attended by delegates from all the states, resolved that the number of 
Chinese privileged to land should be so limited as to prevent the people 
of that raee from ever becoming an important element in the community. 
The New South Wales parliament ultimately passed a law which in some 
respects went much beyond the agreement arrived at. Under the New 
South Wales law masters of vessels were forbidden to bring to the colony 
more than one Chinese to every 300 tons, and a poll-tax of £100 is charged 
on every Chinese landing. In Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia 
no poll-tax was imposed, but masters of vessels may bring only one Chinese 
to every 500 tons burden. West Australian legislation was until recently 
similar to that of the three last-named states, but has now* been superseded 
by the Coloured Immigrants Restriction Act. Tasmania allows one Chinese 
passenger to every 100 tons, and imposes a poll-tax of £10. These stringent 
regulations have had the effect of greatly restricting the influx of Chinese, 
but in spite of all precautions there is still some immigration. The only other 
alien race present in large numbers in Australia are the Polynesians in Queens- 
land, where they number about 9000. Of late years there has been an influx 
of Hindus and other Eastern races. But a very large proportion of the 
Asiatics, whose entrance into the colonies it was desired to stop, were British 
subjects, and the imperial government refused to sanction any measure 
directly prohibiting in plain terms the movement of British subjects from 
one part of the empire to another. Eventually, the difficulty was overcome 
by the application of an educational test to the coloured races seeking admis- 
sion to the states, whereby they are required to write out in some European 
language an application for permission to enter the colony in which they 
propose to reside. The agitation which this restrictive legislation caused 
was promoted and kept alive almost entirely by the trades unions, and was 
the first legislative triumph of the labour party, albeit that party was not 
at the time directly represented in parliament. 
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT 

The labour movement in Australia may be traced back to the early days 
when transportation was in vogue, and the free immigrant and the time- 
expired convict objected to the competition of the bond labourer. The great 
object of these early struggles being attained, labour directed its attention 
mainly to securing shorter hours. It was aided very materially by the dearth 
of workers consequent on the gold discoveries, when every man could com- 
mand his own price. When the excitement consequent on the gold finds 
had subsided, there was a considerable reaction against the claims of labour, 
and this was greatly helped by the congested state of the labour market; 
but the principle of an eight-hours day made pro^ss, and was conceded 
in several trades. In the early years of the seventies the colonies entered 
upon an era of well-being, and for about twelve years every man, willing to 
work and capable of exerting himself, readily found employment. The 
labour unions were able to secure in these years many concessions both as 
to hours and wages. In 1873 there was an important rise in wages, in the 
following years there were further advances. For five years thereafter these 
high wages ruled; but in 1886 there was a sharp fall, though wages 
stul remained very good. 

In 1888 there was an advance, and again in 1889. In 1890 matters 
were on the eve of a great change and wages fell, in most cases to a 
point 20 per cent, below the rates of 1885. In 1893 came the bank 
crisis and great restriction in trade. Almost the first effect of this restric- 
tion was a reduction in wages, which touched their lowest ii>1895, and 
fell to a point below that of any year' since 1850. Since then there has 
been a marked recovery, and wages stood in 1900 at about the same level 
as in 1873. During the whole period from 1873 onwards, prices, other 
than of labour, have been steadily tending downwards, so that the cost of 
living in 1900 was much below that of 1873. Taking everything into con- 
sideration the reduction was, perhaps, not less than 40 per cent., so that 
though the nominal or money wages in 1873 and 1900 were the same, the 
actual wages were much higher in the latter year. Much of the improve- 
ment in the lot of the wage earners has been due to the labour organizations, 
yet BO late as 1881 these organizations were of so little account, politically, 
that when the law relating to trades unions was passed in New South Wales, 
the English law was followed, and it was simply enacted that the purposes 
of any trades union shall not be deemed unlawful (so as to render a member 
liable to criminal prosecution for conspiracy or otherwise) merely by reason 
that they are in restraint of trade. After the year 1884 labour troubles 
became very frequent, the New South Wales coal miners in particular being 
at war with the colliery owners during the greater part of the six years inter- 
vening between then and what is called the Great Strike. The strong down- 
ward tendency of prices ciade a reduction of wages imperative; but the 
labouring classes failed to recognize any such necessity, and strongly resented 
any reductions proposed by employers. It was hard indeed for a carter 
drawing coal to a gasworks to recognise the necessity which compelled a 
reduction in his wages because wool had fallen 20 per cent. Nor were other 
labourers, more nearly connected with the producing interests, satisfied 
with a reduction of wages because produce had fallen in price all round. 
Up to 1889 wages held their ground, although work had become more difficult 
to obtain, and some industries weie being carried on without any profit. 
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THE GREAT STRIBCE OF 1890 

It was at such an inopportune time that the most extensive combination 
of labour yet brought into action against capital formulated its demands. 
A strike of the Newcastle miners, after lasting twenty-nine weeks, came to 
an end in January, 1890, and throughout the rest of the year there was great 
unrest in labour circles. On September 6th the silver mines closed down, 
and a week later a conference of employers issued a manifesto which was 
met next day by a counter-manifesto of the Intercolonial Labour Conference, 
and almost immediately afterwards by the calling out of 40,000 men. The 
time chosen for the strike was the height of the wool season, when a cessation 
of work would be attended with the maximum of inconvenience. Sydney 
was the centre of the disturbance, and the city was in a state of industrial 
sieTO, feeling running to dangerous extremes. Riotous scenes occurred 
both in Sycmey and on the coal fields, and a large number of special con- 
stables were sworn in by the government. Towards the end of October 
20,000 shearers were called out, and many other trades, principally concerned 
with the handling or shipping of wool, joined the ranks of the strikers, with 
the result that the maritime and pastoral industries throughout the whole 
of Australia were most injuriously disturbed. The “Great Strike,” as it 
was called, terminated early in November 1890, the employers gaining a 
decisive victory. The colonies were, however, to have other and bitter 
experiences of strikes before labour recognized that of all means for settling 
industrial disputes strikes are, on the whole, the most disastrous that it can 
adopt. 

One result of the strike of 1890 was the planting of a colony of communistic 
Australians in South America. Another effect of the Great Strike was in a 
more practical direction. New South Wales was the first countiy which 
endeavored to settle its labour grievances through the ballot-box and to send 
a great party to parliament as the direct representation of labour, pledged 
to obtain through legislation what it was unable to obtain by strikes and 
physical force. Several attempts had been made by individuals belonging 
to the labour party to enter the New South Wales parliament, but it was not 
until 1891 that the occurrence of a general election gave the party the looked- 
for opportunity for concerted action. The results of the election came as a 
complete surprise to the majority of the community. The labour party 
captured 35 seats out of a house of 125 members; and as the old parties 
almost equally divided the remaining seats, and a fusion was impossible, 
the labour representatives dominated the situation. It was not long, how- 
ever, before the party itself became divided on the fiscal question; and a 
protectionist government coming into power, about half the labour members 
gave it consistent support and enabled it to maintain office for about three 
years, the party as a political unit being thus destroyed. The events of 
these three years taught the labour leaders that a parliamentary party was 
of little practical influence unless it was able to cast in all important occasions 
a solid vote, and to meet the case a new method was devised. The party 
therefore determined that they would refuse to support any person standing 
in the labour interests who refused to pledge himself to vote on all occasioi^ 
in such way as the majority of the party might decide to be expedient. This 
was called the “solidarity pledge,” and, united under its sanction, what was 
left of the labour party contested the general election of 1894. The result 
was a defeat, their numbers being reduced from 35 to 19; but a simal triumph 
Was won for solidarity. Very few of the members who refusea to take the 
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pledge were returned, and the adherents of the united party were able to 
accomplish more with their reduced number than under the old conditions. 

The movement towards forming a parliamentary labour party was not 
confined to New South Wales; on the contrary, it was common to all the 
colonies except West Australia, and its greatest triumphs have been achieved 
in New Zealand and South Australia. Like the organisation in New South 
Wales, the labour party of South Australia owes its origin to the failure of 
the Great Strike of 1890. In that year the Trades and Labour Council of 
Adelaide summoned a conference of labour representatives, at which a pro- 
posal for the formation of a parliamentary party was drawn up and adopted. 
The political programme of the new party was comprehensive and popular, 
and ^most immediately on its adoption three representatives of labour won 
seats in the second chamber (legislative council), and at the ensuing general 
election of 1893 the party secured 8 seals in the assembly out of a total of 
54, and 6 out of 24 in the council, thereby gaining a controlling vote in both 
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houses. In 1900 it controlled 12 votes in the popular house and 8 in the 
council. The members of the South Australian labour i^arty differ in one 
important respect from those of New South Wales. They are all persons 
who have worked for their living at manual labour, and this qualification 
of being an actual worker is one that was strongly insisted upon at the forma- 
tion of the party and strictly adhered to, although the temptation to break 
away from it and to accept as candidates persons of superior education and 
position has been very great. In Victoria the labour party has not been 
so conspicuous as in New South Wales and South Australia. The members 
of the Victorian assembly are not divided into such distinct parties as are 
the members of the popular houses of the other colonies, and the labour party 
hajs therefore not been able to determine the real balance of power. In 
Queensland the labour party numbered, in 1900, 21 out of 72 members in 
the elective branch of parliament, a larger proportion than in any other 
state; but only for a brief period [toward the close of 1899] have parties 
been so evenly divided as to give the labour party the balance of power. 
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FEDERATION 

The question of federation was not lost sight of by the framers of the 
original constitution which was bestowed upon New South Wales. In the 
report of the committee of the legislative council appointed in 1852 to pre- 
pare a constitution for that colony [an intercolonial assembly was suggested]. 
But it was not until the necessities of the colonies forced them to it that an 
attempt was made to do what the framers of the original constitution sug- 
gested Federation at no time actually dropped out of sight, but it was not 
until thirty-five years later that any practical steps were taken towards its 
accomplishment. Meanwhile a sort of makeshift was devised, and the 
imperial parliament passed a measure permitting the formation of a federal 
council, to which any colony that felt inclined to join could send delegates. 
Of the seven colonies New South Wales and New Zealand stood aloof from 
the council, and from the beginning it was therefore shorn of a large share 
of the prestige that would have attached to a body speaking and acting on 
l')ehalf of a united Australia. The council had also a fatal defect in its con- 
stitution. It was merely a deliberative body, having no executive functions 
and possessing no control of funds or other means to put its legislation in 
force. Its existence was well-nigh forgotten by the people of Australia until 
the occurrence of its biennial meetings, and even then but slight interest was 
taken in its proceedings. The council held eight meetings, at which many 
matters of intercolonial interest were discussed. In 1889 Sir Henry Park(‘s 
addressed the other premiers on the desirability of a federal union for purposes 
of delence. The immediate result was a conference at Parliament House, Mel- 
bourne, of representatives from each of the seven colonies. This conference 
adopted an address submitting certain resolutions which affirmed the desira- 
lility of an early union, under the crown, of the Australiasian colonies, and pro- 
vided that steps should be taken for the appointment of delegates to a national 
Australasian convention, to consider and report upon an adequate scheme 
for a federal convention. In accordance with this understanding, the various 
Australasian parliaments appointed delegates to attend a national conven- 
tion to be held in Sydney. On the 2nd of March, 1891, the convention held its 
first meeting. Sir Henry Parkes was elected president, and he moved a 
series of resolutions embodying the principles necessary to establish the 
structure of a federal government. 

On the 31st of March Sir Samuel Griffith, as chairman of the committee 
on constitutional machinery, brought up a draft Constitution Bill, which 
was carefully considered by the convention in committee of the whole and 
adopted on the 9th of April, when the convention was formerly dissolved. 
The bill, however, fell absolutely dead. Not because it was not a good bill, 
but because the movement out of which it arose had not popular initiative, 
and therefore failed to reach the popular imagination. Even its authors 
recognized the apathy of the people, and parliamdhtary sanction to its pro- 
visions was not sought in any colony. 

Although the bill of 1891 was not received by the people with any show 
of interest, the federation movement did not die out; on the contrary, it 
had many enth^iastic advocates, especially in the colony of Victoria. In 
1894 an imofficial convention was held at Corowa, at which the cause of 
federation was strenuously advocated, but it was not until 1895 thalt the 
movement obtained new life, by reason of the proposals adopted at a meet- 
uig of premiers convened by Mr. G. H. Reid of New South W^es. At 
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this meeting all the colonies except New Zealand were represented; and it was 
agreed that the parliament of each colony should be asked to pass a bill 
enabling the people to choose ten persons to represent the colony in a fed- 
eral convention; the work of such convention being the framing of a federal 
constitution to be submitted to the people for approval by means of the 
referendum. During the year 1896 Enabling Acts were 
passed by New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, South 
Australia, and West Australia, and delegates were elected 
by popular vote in all the colonies named except West 
Australia, where the delegates were chosen by parliament. 
The convention met in Adelaide on the 22nd of March 
1897, and, after drafting a bill for the consideration of the 
various parliaments, adjourned 
until the 2nd of September. 
On that date the delegates re- 
assembled in Sydney, and de- 
bated the bill in the light of 
the suggestions made by the 
legislatures of the federating 
colonies. In the course of the 
proceedings it was announced 
that Queensland desired to 
come within the proposed 
union; and in view of this de- 
velopment, and in order to give 
further opportunitf for the 
consideration of the bill, the 
convention again adjourned. 
The third and final session was 
opened in Melbourne on the 
20th of January, 1898, but 
Queensland was still unrepre- 
sented; and, after further con- 
sideration, the Draft Bill was 
finally adopted on the 16th of 
March and remitted to the 
po«T OFricE, sydxiy various colonies for submis- 

sion to the people. In its 
main provisions the bill of 1898 followed generally that of 1891, yet with 
some very important alterations. 

The constitution was accepted by Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania 
by jDopular acclamation, but in New South Wales very great opposition was 
shown, the main points of objection being the financial provisions, equal 
representation in the senate, and the difficulty in the way of the larger states 
securing an amendment bf the constitution in the event of a conflict with 
the singer states. As far as the other colonies were concerned, it was evident 
that the bill was safe, and public attention throughout Australia was fixed 
on New South Wales, where a fierce political contest was raging, which it 
was recognised would decide the fate of the measure for the time being. 
The fear was as to whether the statutory number of 80,000 votes necessary 
for the acceptance of the bill would be reached. This fear proved to be 
well founded, for the result of the referendum in New South Wales showed 
71,595 votes m favour of the bill and 66,228 against it, and it was accordingly 
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lost. In Victoria, Tasmania, and South Australia, on the oth^^r band, the 
bill was accepted by triumph^t majorities. West Australia did not put it to 
the vote, as the Enabling Act of that colony only provided for joining a federa- 
tion of which New South Wales should form a part. The existence of such 
a strong opposition to the bill in the mother colony convinced even its most 
zealous advocates that some changes would have to be made in the constitu- 
tion before it could be accepted by the people; consequently, although the 
general election in New South Wales, held six or seven weeks later, was fought 
on the federal issue, yet the opposing parties seemed to occupy somewhat 
the same ground, and the question narrowed itself down to one as to which 
party should be entrusted with the negotiations to be conducted on behalf 
of the colony, with a view to securing a modification of the objectionable 
features of the bill. The new parliament decided to adopt the procedure 
of again sending the premier, Mr. Reid, in conference, armed with a series 
of resolutions affirming its desire to bring about the completion of federal 
union, but asking the other colonies to agree to the reconsideration of the 
provisions which were most generally objected to in New South Wales. The 
other colonies interested were anxious to bring the matter to a speedy termi- 
nation, and readily agreed. Accordingly a premiers’ conference was hel<l 
in Melbourne at the end of January, 1899, at which Queensland was for the 
first time represented. At this conference a compromise was effected; some- 
thing was conceded to the claims of New South Wales, but the main principles 
of the bill remained intact. The bill as amended was submitted to the electors 
of each colony and again triumphantly carried in Victoria, South Australia, 
and Tasmania. In New South Wales and Queensland there were still a large 
number of persons opposed to the measure, which was nevertheless carried 
in both colonies. New South Wales having decided in favour of federation, 
the way was clear for a decision on the part of West Australia. The Enabling 
Bill passed the various stages in the parliament of that colony, and the ques- 
tion was then submitted by way of referendum to the electors. The result 
of the voting (in five colonies in 1899, and in West Australia in 1900) was 
as follows — 

New South Wales, for 107,420 against 82,741 ; Victoria, for 152,653 against 
9,804; Queensland, for 35,181 against 28,965; South Australia, tor 65,990 
against 17,053; West Australia (1900), for 44,704 against 19,691; Tasmania, 
for 13,437 against 791. 

In accordance with this verdict, the Colonial Draft Bill was submitted to 
the imperial government for legislation as an imperial act. 

Under an act of the British parliament, dated July 9th, 1900, passed under 
the auspices of Mr. Chamberlain, secretary of state for the colonies, a procla- 
mation was issued, September 17th of the same year, declaring that, on and 
after the 1st of January, 1901, the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South 
Australia, Queensland, Tasmania, and West Australia should be unitkl in a 
federal commonwealth under the name of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
The act which gave authority for the issue of thia proclamation embodied 
and established (with such variations as had been accepted on behalf of the 
colonies) the constitution amed to at the premiers’ conference of 1899. It 
was cordially welcomed in Sie mother country, and finally became law amid 
signs of general approval. The difficulties arose with regard to the right 

appeal to the queen in council. 'By clause 74 of the original bill this 
right was very seriously curtailed; Mr. Chamberlain wished to presOTe it 
as in the case of Canada, while, in order to disarm colonial opposition he 
suggested that the judicial committee of the privy council should be 

H. w.— TOL. zzn. s 
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strengthened by the appointment of four colonial members with the rank of 
lords of appeaf.<^ A compromise was, however, ultimately agreed upon by 
which in cases involving non- Australian interests the right of appeal should 
be fully maintained, while, in questions between the commonwealth and a 
single state, or between two states, leave to appeal might be ^ven by the 
high court of Australia. The commonwealth was successfully inaugurated 
in 1901 with Lord Hopetoun, who had won golden opinions as governor 
of Victoria a few years before, as governor-general, and with Mr. Barton, 
who had taken the lead among the Australian delegates in making the con- 
stitution, as prime minister. Lord Hopetoun was succeeded in 1903 by 
Lord Tennyson, and he in turn in 1904 by Lord Northcote. Mr. Barton 
remained prime minister until 1903, when he resigned to become a jud^ of 
the high court. He was succeeded by Mr. Deakin. In April, 1904, a labour 
ministry under Mr. Watson came into power, but in August gave way to a 
liberal ministry under Mr. Reid. In the following July Mr. Deakin again 
became prime minister. The new system has not always given satisfaction, 
but it seems to work more smoothly as time goes on.a 

Provisions of the Commonwealth Act 

The provisions of the Commonwealth Act passed in 1900 were as follows: 
The six colonies entering the commonwealth were denominated original 
states, and new states might be admitted, or might be formed by separation 
from or union of two or more states or parts of states; and territories (as 
distinguished from states) might be taken over and governed under the 
legislative power of the commonwealth. The legislative power w vested in 
a federal parliament, consisting of the sovereign, a senate, and a house of 
representatives, the sovereign being represented by a governor-general. 
The senate was to consist of the same number of members (not less than six) 
for each state, the term of service being six years, but subject to an arrange- 
ment that half the number would retire every three years. The house of repre- 
sentatives was to consist of members chosen in the different states in numbers 
proportioned to their population, but never fewer than five. The first house 
of representatives was to contain seventy-five members. For elections to 
the senate the governors of states, and for general elections of the house of 
representatives the governor-general, would cause writs to be issued. The 
senate would choose its own president, and the house of representatives its 
speaker; each house would make its own rules of procedure; in each, one- 
third of the number of members would form a quorum; the members of 
each must take oath, or make afifirmation of allegiance; and all alike would 
receive an allowance of £400 a year. The legislative powers of the parlia- 
ment have a wide range, many matters being transferred to it from the colonial 
parliaments. The more important subjects with which it deals are trade, 
shipping, and railways; taxation, bounties, the borrowing of money on the 
credit of the commonwealth; the postal and telegraphic services; defence, 
census, and statistics; currency, coinage, banking, bankruptcy; weights 
and measures; copyright, patents, and trade marks; marriage and divorce; 
immigration and emigration; conciliation and arbitration in industrial dis- 
putes. Bills imposing taxation or appropriating revenue must not originate 
m the senate, and neither taxation bills nor biUs appropriating revenue for 
the annual service of the government may be amended in the senate, but 
the senate may return such bills to the house of representatives with a request 
for their amendment. Appropriation laws must not deal with other matters. 
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Taxation laws must deal with only one subject of taxation; but customs 
and excise duties may, respectively, be dealt with together. Votes for the 
appropriation of the revenue shall not pass unless recommended by the 
governor-general. The constitution provides means for the settlement of 
disputes between the houses and requires the assent of the sovereign to all 
laws. The executive power is vested in the governor-general, assisted by 
an executive council appointed by himself. He has command of the army and 
navy, and appoints federal ministers and judges. The ministers are members 
of the executive council, and must be, or within three months of their appoint- 
ment must become, members of the parliament. The judicial powers are 
vested in a high court and other federal courts, and the federal judges hold 
office for life or during good behaviour. The high court has appellate juris- 
diction in cases from other federal courts and from the supreme courts of the 
states, and it has original jurisdiction in matters arising under laws made by 
the federal parliament, in disputes between states, or residents in different 
states, and in matters affecting the representatives of foreign powers. Special 
provisions were made respecting appeals from the high court to the sovereign 
in council. The constitution set forth elaborate arrangements for the adminis- 
tration of finance and trade during the transition period following the trans- 
ference of departments to the commonwealth. Within two j^ears uniform 
customs duties were to be imposed; thereafter the parliament of the common- 
wealth had exclusive power to impose customs and excise duties, or to grant 
bounties; and trade within the commonwealth was to be absolutely free. 
Exceptions were made permitting the states to grant bounties on mining 
and (with the consent of the parliament) on exports of produce or manu- 
factures — West Australia being for a time partially exempted from the 
prohibition to impose import duties. 

The constitution, parliament, and laws of each state, subject to the federal 
constitution, retained their authority; state rights were carefully safeguarded, 
and an inter-state commission was given powers of adjudication and of 
administration of the laws relating to trade, transport, and other matters. 
Provision was made for necessaiy alteration of the constitution of the common- 
wealth, but so that no alteration could be effected unless the question had 
been directly submitted to, and the change accepted by, the electorate in 
the states. The seat of government was to be within New South Wales, 
not less than 100 miles distant from Sydney, and of an area not less than 100 
square miles. Until other provision was made, the governor-general was 
to have a salary of £10,000, paid by the commonwealth. Respecting the 
salaries of the governors of states, the constitution made no provision. 


New Zealand 

The first European discoverer of New Zealand was the famous Dutch navi- 
gator, Tasman, who sailed about the islands in 164^, but it remained practi- 
cally unknown until 1769, when Captain Cook made a careful examination of 
its coast. He visited the islands several times, and introduced pigs, fowls, 
^d several European vegetables. From Cook’s final voyage in 1777 to 1814 
little is known of it, but during this period a few white men, mostly ship- 
decked sailors and runaway convicts from Australia, settled along its coasts, 
r J j ^ Rev. Samuel Marsden, coloni^ chaplain of New South Wides, estab- 
lished the firet mission in the islands at the Bay of Islands. Other missions, 
both Catholic and Protestant, were soon formed, and in thirty years a great 
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of the native Maori population had at least nominally accepted Chris- 
tianity. 

The country had been officially declared a possession of Great Britain as 
early as 1787, but fifty years elapsed before a systematic attempt at colonisa- 
tion was made. In 1837 the New Zealand Association was formed under the 
auspices of Lord Durham, and largely through the exertion of Edward Gibbon 

South Australia was established. This 
association failed in obtaining a charter 
for colonising because of the hesitating 
policy of the ministry, but it awakened 
interest in the colonisation movement. 
A second organisation was formed by 
the resourceful Wakefield in 1839, loiown 
as the New Zealand Land Company, 
with Lord Durham as governor. Wake- 
field determined not to risk another fail- 
ure, therefore, in the name of the new 
company the ship Tory was secretly de- 
spatched to the islands with a company 
of colonists under Col. Wm. Wakefield, 
a brother of the promoter. By him the 
settlement of Wellington was formed. 
The colony of New Zealand thus came 
into existence independent of crown au- 
thority. The hands of the government 
being forced it proceeded to atoch the 
settlements in New Zealand to the colony 
of New South Wales with Captain Will- 
iam Hobson as resident lieutenant-gov- 
ernor. There was some conflict between 
the land company’s settlers and Gov- 
ernor Hobson, but they ultimately rec- 
ognised hb authority. In February, 
1840, an assembly of Maori chiefs at Waitangi acknowletod their submis- 
sion to the Britbh cro^^n. In the following September, Governor Hobson 
hobted the Britbh flag over the newly founded town of Aukland, which in 
1841 became the capital of the colony. 

May 3, 1841, New Zealand was proclaimed a separate crown colony. The 
early hbtory of the colony is a long and tedious tale of quarrels over land 
titles between the land company, later settlers, and Maori chiefs. Hostilities 
between the settlers and natives were inevitable. One of the most serious- 
wars was that led by Hone Heke in 1845. Other and more serious revolts 
occurred in 1863 and 1864, the suppression of which was accomplbhed only 
by the aid of several regiments of Britbh troops and the co-operation of war- 
ships. An imperial actf granted the colony representative government in 
1852. Gold was discovered in 1862 and the colony grew rapidly. A new 
immimtion policy adopted in 1870 still further stimulated the growth. The 
popumtion leaped from 267,000 in 1871 to 501,000 in 1881.« 

HISTORY, 1882-1902 

Between 1882 and 1902 five governors represented the crown in 
Zealand. Of these Sir Arthur Goraon quitted the colony in June, 1882. rm 


Wakefield, upon whose “system 
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successor, ^ William Drummond Jervois, arrived in January, 1881, and held 
office until M^h, 1889. The earl of Onslow, who followed, landed in June, 
1889, and resimied in February, 1892. The next governor, the earl of Glas- 
gow, remained in the colony from June, 1892, to February, 1897, and was 
succeeded in August of the last-mentioned year by the earl of Ranfurly. The 
cabinets which administered the affairs of the colony during these years were 
those of Sir Frederick Whitaker, Sir Hai^ Atkinson (3), Sir Robert Stout (2), 
Mr. Ballance, and Mr. Seddon. Except in one disturbed month, August, 1884, 
when there were three changes of ministry in eighteen da 3 rs, executives were 
more stable than in the colony’s earlier years. The party headed by Mr, 
Ballance and Mr. Seddon held office without a break for more than eleven 
years, a result mainly due to the general support given to its agrarian and 
labour policy by the smaller farmers and the working classes. 

The industrial history of New Zealand during these two decades may be 
divided into two unequal periods. Thirteen lean years — marked, some of 
them by great depression — were followed by seven years of prosperity. The 
colony, which in 1882 was under a cloud, has not often been busier and more 
.self-confident than in 1902. A division into two periods also marks the 
political history of the same time; but here the dividing lino is drawn in a 
different year. Up to December, 1890, the conservative forces which over- 
threw Sir George Grey in 1879, controlled parliament in effect, though not 
always in name; and for ten years progressive legislation was confined to a 
mild experiment in offering crown lands on perpetual lease, with a right of 
purchase (1882), and a still milder instalment of local option (1881). In 
Heptember, 1889, however. Sir George Grey succeeded in getting parliament 
to abolish the last remnant of plural voting. Finance otherwise absorbed 
attention; the task of successive ministries was to make the colony’s accounts 
balance, and search for some means of restoring prosperity. The years 1884, 
1887, and 1888 were notable for heavy deficits in the treasury. Taxation, 
direct and indirect, had to be increased, and as a means of gaining support for 
this, in 1888 Sir Harry Atkinson gave the customs tariff a distinctly protec- 
tionist complexion. The commercial revival came but slowly. Tlie heavy 
borrowing and feverish speculation of the seven years 1872-79 must in any 
case have been paid for by reaction. The failure of the City of Glasgow 
Bank in 1879 precipitated this, and the almost continuous fall in the price of 
wool and wheat, together with the dwindling of the output of alluvial gold, 
postponed recovery. The principal local bank — the Bank of New Zealand 
— was in an unsound condition, and until in 1895 it was taken under control 
and guaranteed by the colony, the fear of its collapse overshadowed the com- 
munity. The financial and commercial improvement which began in 1895 
was doubtless to some extent connected with this venturesome but apparently 
successful stroke of policy. 

SOCIALISTIC NEW ZEALAND 

During the years 1882-90 the leading political personage was Sir Harry 
Atkinson. In December, 1890, he was overthrown by the progressives under 
John Ballance. Atkinson’s party never rallied from this defeat, and a striking 
change came over public life, though Ballance, until his death in April, 1893, 
continued the prudent financial policy of his predecessor. The change was 
€^hasised by the active intervention in politics of the trade unions. These 
Indies, inmeUed by a socialistic movement felt throughout Australia and New 
-Zealand, decided in 1889 and 1890 to exert their influence in returning work- 
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men to parliament, and where this was impossible, to secure pledges from 
middle class candidates. This plan was first put into execution at the general 
election of 1890. The number of labour members thus elected to the general 
assembly was small, never more than six, and no independent labour party 
was formed. But the influence of labour in the progressive or, as it preferred 
to be called, liberal party, was considerable, and the legislative results note- 
worthy. Tliese did not interfere with the general lines of Atkinson's strong 
and cautious finance, though the first of them was the abolition of his direct 
tax upon all property, personal as Well as real, and the substitution therefor 
of a graduated tax upon unimproved land values, and an income-tax also 
graduated, though less elaborately. The income-tax is not levied on incomes 
drawn from land. In 1891 the tenure of members of the legislative council or 
nominated upper house, which had hitherto been for life, was altered to seven 
years. In 1892 a new form of land tenure was introduced., under which large 
areas of crown lands have since been leased for 999 years. In the same year 
a law was also passed authorising government to repurchase private land for 
closer settlement. At first the owner's consent to the sale was necessary, but 
in 1894 power was taken to buy land compulsorily. So energetically was the 
law administered by John Mackenzie, minister of lands from 1891 to 1900, that 
in March, 1901, more than a million acres had been repurchased and subdi- 
vided, and over 6,000 souls were living thereon. 

On Ballance's sudden death his place was taken by Richard Seddon, 
minister of mines in the Ballance cabinet, whose first task was to pass the 
Electoral Bill of his predecessor, which provided for granting the franchise to 
all adult women. This was adopted in September, 1893. In 1893 was also 
enacted the Alcoholic Liquor Control Act, greatly extending local option. In 
1894 the Advances to Settlers Act authorised state loans on mortgage to 
fanners at 5 per cent., and about £2,500,000 has been lent in this way, causing 
a general decline in the rate of interest. The same year also saw the climax 
of a series of laws passed by the progressives affecting the relations of employ- 
ers and workmen. 

Meanwhile the keystone of the regulative system had been laid by the 
passing of the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, under which dis- 
putes ^tween employers and unions of workers are compulsorily settled by 
state tribunals* strikes and lock-outs are virtually prohibited in the case of 
organised work-people, and the conditions of emplo 3 rment in industries may 
be, and in many cases are, regulated by the awards of public boards and 
courts. The Arbitration Act, consolidated and extended in 1900, was soon 
in constant use. The Old Age Pensions Bill, which became law in November, 
1898, by 1902 had become the means of conferring a free pension of £18 a 
year, or less, upon 12,300 men and women of 65 years of age and upwards 
whose private income was less than £1 a week. About 1,000 of these pen- 
sioners were Maori. The total cost to the colony was about £205,000 annu- 
ally. In 1900 the English system of compensation to workmen for accidents 
suffered in their trade wac adopted with some changes. In 1895 borrowing on 
a laiige scale was begun, and in seven years as many millions were added to 
the public debt. Before this the Ballance ministry had organised two new 
departments, those of labour and agriculture. The former supervises the 
laTOur laws, and endeavours to deal with unemployment; the latter has done 
much practical teaching and inspecting work, manages experimental farms, 
and is active in stamping out diseases of live stock, noxious weeds, and 
adulteration.^ 

Blessed with a climate resembling that of England, New Zealand has been 
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properly r^arded as the futu^ Britain of the southern hemisphere, says 
Walpole, i who goes on to point out, howeyer, that most pe^e are pro- 
foundly ignorant as to the topographical position of New Zealand. He 
quotes Sir Charles Dilke»» to the eiiect that though the inevitably brilliant 
future of the Pacific shores will not bring to New Zealand, situated as it is 
in the centre of the hemisphere of water, a political and economic position 
comparable to that of England, that pre-eminence will be reserved, it 
is h^d, for “some country such as Japan or Vancouver, jutting out into the 
ocean from Asia or America, as England juts out from Europe.” This pre- 
diction is based on the fact that New Zealand is separated from Australia by 
more than a thousand miles of water, a fact that is very commonly over- 
looked. Once this geographical relation is clearly apprehended, however, it 
is obvious that New Zealand must take a position by itself, based upon its 
inherent advantages of soil and climate, its position of isolation making it 
practically independent of Australia. 
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The Maoris 

Wallace ^ notes that the Maoris are “ one of the most important families 
of the brown Polynesian stock,” and he ascribes their relatively high develop- 
ment to the fact that they 
lived in a less favourable 
climate than their fellows of 
the tropical islands. They -i 
itre not only skilful hunters . 

and fishers, but they have - - 

learnt to till the soil, and 
they built houses and canoes 
and manufactured weapons 
and implemenis of stone, 
wood, and shell. They had 
thus attained a relatively 
high stage of barbarism.® 

Generally, Maoris are in form middle-sized and well-made. They show 
great aptitude for European habits. The Maoris are of Polymesian race ; and 
the probability is that they migrated from the Navigators’ Islands to 
Karotonga, and thence to New Zealand. Their tradition is that they came 
originally from “ Hawaiki.” This may be the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands ; 
but there is also “ Savii,” which is a dialectical form of the other name, in 
the Navigators’ Islands. Dr. Thomson, in his Story of New Zealand^ quoted 
a Maori tradition, among those published by Sir George Grey, that certain 
islands, among which it names Karotonga, Parima, and Manono, are islands 
near Hawaiki. The natives of Rarotonga state that their ancestors came 
from Hawaiki ; and Parima and Manono are the native names of two islands 
in the Navigators’ group. The almost identical languages of the Rarotonga 
natives and the Maoris, as well as other circumstantial evidence, strengthen 
the supposition. The distance from Rarotonga is about 8000 miles ; and, 
with the aid of the trade wind, large canoes could traverse the distance 
within a month. A comparison of genealogies of Maori chiefs of different 
tribes shows that about eighteen generations have passed since the first 
migration. The origin and distribution of the Polynesian race cannot 1^ 
discussed here, but there is, in some rei^cts, a remarkable likeness in 
the customs, appearance, and character of Maoris and of Malays. 
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The Maoris, before their ooDversion, had no idea of a Supreme Being. 
Their notion was that all things had been produced by process of generation 
from darkness and nothingness. They belioyed that the spirit suryiyes the 
body, and retires to some place under the earth, whence it occasionally 
returns to advise and sometimes punish the living. The Maoris are divided 
into tribes, which respectively had their chiefs and priests. Land was held 
by tribal tenure, and small plots were cultivated. Each tribe had its un- 
written laws regarding land, cultivation, and other social matters. “ Tapu,” 
or the practice of making things sacred — a rule, the breach of which was 
severely punished by spirits and man — was an essential element in their 
code of law. Tribes were constantly fighting with each other; and their 
chief causes of strife arose from alleged wrongs to property and person. 
Cannibalism was practised from vindictive feelmgs. Slaves were captives 
in war. The dead bodies of chiefs were put away on stages ; and in course 
of time the bones were collected and hidden in secret places. The Maoris 
have a genius for war, and show great ability in building, fortifying, and 
defending stockades, j’ 

The rapid decrease of the Maori population for many years seemed to 
foretell its early extinction as a race, but in very recent years there appears 
to have been a slight increase in numbers. In 1840 estimates placed the 
native population at over 100,000, which had decreased to 65,000 in 1856 
and to 45,740 in 1874. By 1896 the Maori population was only 39,800, but 
in 1901 it had risen again to 43,143.<^ 



CHAPTER II 

THE HISTORY OF SOUTH AFRICA 


THE DISCOVERY OF THE CAPE 

The Cape of Good Hope was discovered by Bartholomeu Dias, the Portu- 
guese navigator, in 1487. He first landed at Algoa Bay, having, after explor- 
ing the west coast, been driven out to sea by a storm. Thus accidentally 
doubling the Cape, he saw it on his way back, and gave it the name of the 
Cape of Storms ( Cabo Tormentoso). The king of Portugal, however, gave 
it the more auspicious name it now bears, as its discovery afforded a hope of 
u new and easier way of reaching India, the great object of all the maritime 
expeditions of that age. 

The great navigator Vasco da Gama doubled the Cape in 1497, and carried 
the Portuguese flag into the Indian seas. His countrymen, however, attracted 
by the riches of the East, made no permanent settliment at the Cape, although 
they frequently touched there on the voyage to India. But the Dutch, who, 
on the decline of the Portuguese power, estabeshed themselves in the East, 
early saw the importance of the place as a station where their vessels might 
take in water and provisions. Imey did not, however, colonise it till 1652, 
when the Dutch East India Company directed Jan van Riebeek, with a small 
party of colonists, to form a settlement there. The country was at that time 
i^abited by a people called QuaMuae, but to whom the Dutch seem to have 
given the name of Hottentots. Tne Riebeek settlers had at first great diffi- 
culties and hardships to endure, and their territory did not extend beyond 
a few miles round the site of the present Cape Town, where they first fixed 
their abode. They gradually, however, extended their limits, by driving the 
natives back or r^ucing them to serfdom. These colonists, ^though under 
Dutch authority, were not wholly of that nation, but consisted partly of 
persons of various nations, especially (Armans and Flemings, with a few 
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Poles and Portuguese. They were for the most part people of low station or 
indhferent character; there was, however, a small number of a higher class, 
from whom was selected a council to assist the governor. About the year 
1686 the European population was increased by a number of the French 
refugees who left their country on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. Our 
limits forbid our attempting to trace the history of the Cape Colony during 
the lengthened period it remained under the Dutch government. We may, 
however, mention some of its prominent incidents, the effects of which are 
visible in the colony to this hour. 

The Dutch, partly by so-called contracts, partly by force, gradually de- 
prived the Hottentots of their country. They reduced to slavery a large 
part of that unfortunate people whom they did not destroy. They intro- 
duced a number of Malays and negroes as slaves. They established that 
narrow and tyrannical system of policy which they adoptetl in other colonies, 
prescribing to the farmers the nature of the crops they were to grow, demand- 
mg from them a large part of their produce, and harassing them with other 
exactions tending to discourage industry and enterprise. There is no doubt 
that to this mischievous policy is due the origin of those unsettled habits, that 
dislike to orderly govermnent, and that desire to escape from its control, 
which characterise a considerable part of the so-called Dutch Boers of the 
present day — qualities utterly at variance with the character of the Dutch 
m their native country, which were strongly manifested at the Cape, long 
before they came under British rule and under those influences to which some 
exclusively attribute the insubordination of those men. The attempts of the 
Boers to escape from the Dutch power, and so form an independent govern- 
ment beyond the borders of the colony, especially in the district sincr -called 
Graaf-Reinet, are strikingly similar to their proceedings at a later date under 
the British government. The Gumti river formed the boundary between the 
Hottentot and Kaffir races, and was early adopted by the Dutch as their 
eastern limit; but about the year 17^ they began to pass this river, and 
came into collision with the Kaffirs, and in 1780 they extended their frontier 
to the Great Fish river. 

In 1795 the colonists, having imbibed the revolutionary principles then 
prevailing in Europe, attempted to throw off the yoke of the Dutch, upon 
which the British sent a fleet to support the authority of the prince of Orange, 
and took possession of the country m his name. As, however, it was evident 
that Holland would not be able to hold it, and that at a general peace it would 
be made over to England, it was ruled by British governors till the year 1802, 
when, at the Peace of Amiens, it was again restored to Holland. In 1806, on 
the renewal of the war, it was again taken by the British under Sir David 
Baird, and has since remained in their possession, having been finally ceded 
by the king of the Netherlands at the peace of 1815. At this time the limit 
of the colony was formed by the Great Fish river and the line of the mountains 
south of Bushman Land to the Buffals river and the Atlantic, the area being 
about one hundred and twenty thousand square miles, and the population 
little over sixty thousand. A summary may be given of the chief events 
which have taken place since 1806. 

KAFFIR WARS AND THE GREAT TREK 

The first of these wars took place in 1811-1812, and the second in 1819, 
when the boundary of the colony was extended to the Keiskamma. The 
third occurred in 1835, under Sir Benjamin d’Urban, when the boundary was 
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advanced to the Kei; but on the recall of that officer the co^m^ between 
the Kei and Keiskamma rivers was restored to the Kaffirs, "^e fourth 
I^ffir War took place in 1846, and after being conducted by governors Mait- 
land and Pottinger, it was terminated by Sir Harry Smith in 1848. The fifth 
war broke out at the end of 1850, and after being carried on for some time by 
Governor Sir H. Smith, it was conducted in 1852 by Governor Cathcart, and 
brought to a conclusion only in March, 1853. During its progress an armed 
police had been organised for the protection of the frontier, and British 
Kaffraria was subsequently formed into a crown colony, reserved at first for 
occupation by Kaffirs. 

In 1820, British emigrants, to the number of five thousand, arrived at 
Algoa Bay, and laid the foundation of the settlements on the eastern frontier 
which have sinc^ become the most thriving part of the colony, including the 
important towns of Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth. In 1834 the great 
measure of slave-emancipation took effect in the Cape Colony. It has oeen 
of immense service in raising the character and condition of the Hottentots 
and other races before held in bondage, though many of the vices begotten 
by the state of slavery still adhere to them. This measure gave great offence 
to the Dutch Boers of the colony, and completed their already existing dis- 
affection to the British rule. 

In 1835-1836 a large number of these people resolved to free themselves 
from the British government by removing with their families beyond the 
limits of the colony. With this object they sold their farms, mostly at a great 
sacrifice, and crossed the Orange river into territories inhabited chiefly by 
tribes of the Kaffir race. After meeting with great hardships and varied 
success in their contests with the natives, a part of their number, under one 
Peter Retief, crossed the Drakenberge and took possession of the district of 
Natal, where they established a republican government, and maintained their 
ground against powerful nations of Zulu Kaffirs till 1842, when they were 
forced to yield to the authority of the British government, which took posses- 
sion of Natal. 

The Boers beyond the Orange river and west of the Drakenberge still, how- 
ever, retained a sort of independence till 1848, when, in consequence of the 
lawless state of the country, and the solicitation of part of the inhabitants, 
the governor. Sir Harry Smith, declared the supremacy of tfie crown over the 
territory, which was thenceforth called the Orange River Sovereignty. Shortly 
after this, in consequence, it was alleged, of certain acts of the British govern- 
ment in Natal, Andrew Pretorius, an intelligent Boer of that district, crossed 
the Drakenberge mountains with his followers, and after being joined on the 
western side by large numbers of disaffected Boers, raised the standard of 
rebellion. Upon this the governor, Sir H. Smith, crossed the Orange river at 
the head of a detachment of troops, and encountered and defeated the rebels 
in a short but brilliant skirmish at Boem Plaats. After this Pretonus and 
the most disaffected part of the Boers retreated to beyond the Vaal river (the 
northern limit of the sovereignty), where they established a government of 
their own. They were subsequently, in 1852, absolved from their allegiance 
to the British crown by treaty with the governors and her majesty^s com- 
missioners for settling frontier affairs. 

In 1853-1854, in consequence of the troubled state of the Orange River 
Sovereignty, and the diffi culty of maintaining with becoming dignity the 
authority of her majesty there, it was resolved to abandon the countipy to 
the settlers, mostly Dutch Boers. This was carried into effect by a sproial 
commissioner, Sir George Qerk, sent from England for the purpose; and the 
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country, under ihe name of the Oran^ Free State, was constituted a republic, 
with a president at its head, assisted or controlled by an assembly called the 
volksraad (people's council), elected by nearly universal suffrage. 


THE CONVICT AGITATION 

After the British government had felt itself compelled to discontinue the 
sending of convicts to New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, the subject 
of transportation became one of great difficulty, the more so that an imusually 
lai^e number of prisoners was then on its hands in consequence of the prose- 
cutions arising out of the disturbed state of Ireland. Under these circum- 
stances an order in council was passed in 1848, imder authority of the Act of 
5, George IV, authorising the secretary of state to send certain convicts to 
such colonies as he might think proper. A circular was sent by Earl Grey, 
then colonial secretary, to the governor of the Cape (among other colonial 
governors), requesting liim to ascertain the feelings of the colonists regarding 
the reception of a certain class of convicts. 

Unfortunately, owing to some misunderstanding, a vessel, the Neptune^ 
was despatched to the Cape before the opinion of the colonists had been 
received, having on board 289 convicts, among whom were John Mitchell, the 
Irish rebel, and his colleagues. When the news reached the Cape that this 
vessel was on her way, the people of the colony became violently excited; and 
goaded to fury by the inflammatory articles in the local newspapers, and 
guided by a few demagogues, they established what was called the Anti- 
Convict Association, by which they bound themselves by a pledge fb cease 
from all intercourse of every kind with persons in any way connected '^with 
the landing, supplying, or employing of convicts.” On the 19th of September, 
1849, the Neptune arrived in Simoms Bay; and when the intelligence reached 
C^pe Town, the pople assembled in masses, and their behaviour was violent 
and outrageous m the extreme. The governor, after adopting several reso- 
lutions, and again abandoning them under the pressure of i)opular agitation, 
agreed not to land the convicts, but to keep them on board ship in Simon’s 
Bay till he received orders to send them elsewhere. Even this concession did 
not satisfy any but a small number of more moderate men. The mass of the 
population, under the guidance or domination of a few agitators, continued to 
do all in their power to prevent the convicts and all the officers of the govern- 
ment from obtaining supplies. When the home government became aware 
of the state of affairs it immediately sent orders directing the Neptune to 
proceed to Van Diemen’s Land, and the agitation ceased. This agitation 
did not, however, pass away without important results, since it led to another 
movement, the object of which was to obtain a free representative govern- 
ment for the colony. This concession, which had been previously promised 
by Lord Grey, was granted by her majesty’s government, and, in 1853, a con- 
etitution was established of almost unexam^ed liberality. 

In 1857 an almost incredible delusion arose in the Amaxosa tribe of British 
Kaffraria. It was predicted among them that, on condition of a complete 
sacrifice of their lives and property, a resurrection would take place on a 
certain day, in which all the dead waniors and great men of the nation would 
arise in new strength; and acting upon this faith nearly a third of the tribe 
or about fifty thousand, perished m a national suicide. The tracts thus 
depopulated were afterwards peopled by European settler^ among whom 
wm many of the German legion which had served with mglish army in 



THE HISTOKY OP SOUTH AFRICA 


[186(^1875 A.D.] 

the Crimea, and a body of upwards of two thousand industrioi^ North Ger- 
man emigrants, who proved to be a valuable acquisition to the* colony. 

Public worlb in the colony marked an era in the opening, in November, 
1863, of the railway from Cape Town to Wellington, begun m 1859, and, in 
18^, of the great breakwater in Table Bay, long needed on that perilous 
coast. In 1865 the province of British Kaffraria was incorporated with the 
colony, imder the title of the Electoral Divisions of King William’s Town and 
East London. In the same year several important modifications of the con- 
stitution were adopted. 

The discovery of diamonds in the districts north of the Orange river in 
1867 drew the attention of the whole world to the colony, and gave new life 
and impetus to every branch of industry, leading to the annexation of the 
large territory of Griqualand west to the Britiim crown. The Basutos, a 
division of the Bechuana Kaffirs, occupying the upper valleys of the Orange 
river, had subsisted under a semi-protectorate of the British government from 
1848 to 1854; but having been left to their own resources on the abandon- 
ment of the Orange Sovereignty, they fell into a long exhaustive warfare with 
the Boers of the Free State. On the urgent petition of their chief Moshesh 
tliey were proclaimed British subjects in 1868, and their territory became part 
of the colony by act of government of 187 1.^^ 

The year 1870 marks the dawn of a new era in South Africa. From that 
date the development of modem South Africa may be said to have fairly 
started, and in spite of political complications, arising from time to time, the 
progress of Cape Colony down to the outbreak of the Transvaal War of 1899 
was steadily forward. The discovery of diamonds on the Orange river in 
1867, followed immediately afterwards by the discovery of diamonds on the 
Vaal river, led to the rapid occupation and development of a tract of country 
which had hitherto been but sparsely inhabited. In 1870 Dutoitspan and 
Bultfontein diamond mines were discovered, and in 1871 the still richer 
mines of Kimberley and De Beers. These four great deposits of mineral 
wealth are still richly productive, and although not teclmically within the 
confines of Cape Colony till 1880, to-day they constitute the greatest industrial 
asset which the colony possesses. 

At the time of the beginning of the diamond industry, both Cape Colony 
and the Boer republics, as well as all the rest of the coloniefe of ^uth Africa^ 
were m a very depressed condition. Ostrich-farming was in its infancy, and 
agriculture but little developed. The Boers, except in the immediate vicinity 
of Cape Town, were a primitive people. Their wants were few, they lacked 
enterprise, and the trade of the colony was restricted. Even the British 
colonists at that time were far from rich. The diamond industry therefore 
offered considerable attractions, especially to colonists of British origin. ^ It 
was also the means at length of demonstrating the fact that South Africa, 
barren and poor on the surface, was rich below the surface. It takes ten 
acres of Karroo to feed a sheep, but it was now seen that a few square yards 
of diamondiferous blue ground would feed a dozen families. By the end of 
1871 a large population had already gathered at the diamond field^ and immi- 
gration contmued steadily, bringing new-comers to the rich fields. Among 
those who emigrated to ^uth Africa at that time was Mr. Cecil Rhodes. 

So far back in the history of the colony as 1858, the then govemo^ Sir 
George Grey, had prepared for the home authorities a scheme for the federa- 
tion of the various colonies and states of South Africa, but this proposition was 
not entertained at the time. In 1875, Lord Carnarvon, who was secreta^ of 
state for the colonies, and who had been successful in aiding to bring about 
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the federation of Canada, turned his attention to a similar scheme for the 
confederation of South Africa. The new parliament at Cape Town, which had 
received its privileges of self government in 1872 appears to have resented 
the despatch in which he propounded his suggestions, and passed a resolution 
stating that any scheme in favour of confederation must in their opinion 
orijginate within South Africa itself. James Anthony Froude, the distin- 
guished historian, was sent out by Lord Carnarvon to further his policy in 
South Africa. As a diplomatist and a representative of the British govern- 
ment, the general opinion in South Africa was that Froude was not a success, 
and he entirely failed to induce the colonists to adopt Lord Carnarvon’s 
views. Lord Carnarvon, still bent on confederation, now appointed Sir 
Bartle Frere governor of Cape Colony and high commissioner of South Africa. 

Frere had no sooner taken office as high commissioner, than he found him- 
self confronted with serious native troubles in Zululand and on the Kaffir 
frontier of Cape Colony. In 1877 there occurred an outbreak on the part of 
the Galekas and the Gaikas. A considerable force of imperial and colonial 
troops was employed to put down this rising, and the war was subsequently 
known as the Ninth Kaffir War. This war was the last of a long series which 
the colonists w^ed on the eastern frontier ever since the colony came into 
existence. At its conclusion the Transkei, the territory of the Galeka tribe, 
under Kreli, was annexed by the British. In the meantime Lord Carnarvon 
had resigned his position in the British cabinet, and the scheme for confeder- 
ation which he had been pushing forward was abandoned. As a matter of 
fact, at that time Cape Colony was too fully occupied with native troubles to 
take into consideration very seriously so great a question as confederation. 
A wave of feeling spread amongst the different Kaffir tribes on the <^:olonial 
frontier, and after the Gaika-Galeka War there followed in 1879 a rising in 
Basutoland under Moirosi, whose cattle-raiding had for some time past caused 
considerable trouble. His stronghold was taken after very severe fighting by 
a colonial force, but, their defeat notwithstanding, the Basutos remained in 
a restless and aggressive condition for several years. 

In 1880 the colonial authorities endeavour^ to extend to Basutoland the 
Peace Preservation Act of 1878, under which a general disarmament of the 
Basutos was attempted. Further fighting followed on this proclamation, 
which was by no^means successful, and although peace was declared in the 
country in 1883, the colonial authorities were very glad in 1884 to be relieved 
of the administration of a country which had already cost them £3,000,000. 
The imperial government then took over Basutoland as a crown colony, on 
the understanding that Cape Colony should contribute for administrative pur- 
poses £18,000 annually. In 1880, Sir Bartle Frere, who by his energetic and 
statesmanlike attitude on the relations with the native states, as well as on 
aU other questions, had won the esteem and regard of loyal South African 
colonists, was recalled by Lord Kimberley, the liberal secretary of state for 
the colonies, and was succeeded by Sir Hercules Robinson. Griqualand 
West, which included the diamond fields, was now incorporated as a portion 
of Cape Colony. 


THE AFRIKANDER BOND 

The Boer War of 1881, with its disastrous termination, naturally reacted 
throughout South Africa; and as one of the most important results, in the 
year 1882 the first Afrikander Bond congress was held at Graaf-Reinet. The 
organisation of the Bond developed into one embracing the Transvaal, the 
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Orange Free State, and Cape Colony. Each country ^ a provkicial com- 
mittee with district committees, and branches were distributed throughout 
the whole of South Africa. At a later date the Bond in the Cape Colony 
dissociated itself from its republican branches. The ^neral lines of policy 
which this organisation endeavoured to promote may wst be gathered from 
De Pabriotf a paper published in the colony, and an avowed supporter of the 
organisation, ‘‘^e Afrikander Bond,'* it said, “ has for its object the estab- 
lishment of a South African nationality by spreading a true love for what is 
really our fatherland. The British government keep on talking about a con- 
federation imder the British fla^but that will never be brought about. They 
can be quite certain of that. %ere is just one obstacle in the way of con- 
federation, and that is the British flag. Let them remove that, and in less 
than a year the confederation would be established under the free Afri- 
kander flag." 

The fact is that, from 1881 onwards, two great rival ideas came into being, 
each strongly opposed to the other. One was that of imperialism — full 
civil rights for every civilised man, whatever his race might be. under the 
supremacy and protection of Great Britain. The other was nominally repub- 
lican, but in fact exclusively oligarchical and Dutch. The policy of the 
extremists of this last party was summed up in the appeal which Fresident 
Kruger made to the Free State in February, 1881, when he bade them **Come 
and help us. God is with us. It is his will to unite us as a people — to 
make a united South Africa free from British authority." The two actual 
iounders of the Bond party were Mr. Borckenhagen, a German who was resid- 
ing in Bloemfontein, and Mr. Reitz, afterwards state secretary of the Transvaal. 

In 1882 an act was passed in the Cape legislative assembly, empowering 
members to speak in the Dutch language on the floor of the house, if they so 
desired. By this act an increase of influence was given to the Dutch leaders. 
The head of the Afrikander Bond at this time in Cape Colony, and the leader 
of Dutch opinion, was Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, a man of undoubted ability and 
astuteness. His influence over the Dutch members was simreme, and in 
addition to directing the policy of the Bond within the Cape Colony, he sup- 
ported and defended the aggressive expansion policy of President Kruger and 
the Transvaal Boers. In 1884 Mr. Hofmeyr led the Bond in strongly sup- 
porting the Transvaal Boer raiders in Bechuanaland. 

Fortunately, however, for the peace of Cape Colony at that time. Sir 
Charles Warren removed the invading Boers from Stellaland and no rebellion 
occurred. Nevertheless the Bond party was so strong in the house that they 
compelled the ministry under Sir Thomas Scanlen to resign in 1884. The 
logical and constitutional course for Mr. Hofmeyr to have followed in these 
circumstances would have been to accept office and himself form a government. 
This he refused to do. He preferred to put in a nominee of ms own who 
should be entirely dependent on him. Mr. Upington, a clever Irish barrister, 
was the man he selected, and under him was formed in 1884 what will always 
be known in Cape history as the Warming-pan ministry. This action was 
denounced by many British colonists, who were sufficiently loyal, not only to 
Great Britain, but also to that constitution which had been conferred by 
Great Britain upon the Cape Colony, to desire to see the man who really 
wielded political power also enacting as the responsible head of the party. 
It was Mr. Hofmeyr's refusal to accept this resTOnsibility, as well as the nature 
of his Bond policy, which won for him the political sobriquet of the " Mple." 

Open ana res^nsible exercise of a power conferred under the constitution 
of the country, Englishmen and English colonists would have accepted and 
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even welcomed. But that subterranean method of Dutch policy which found 
its strongest expression in Pretoria, and which ojperatea from Pretoria to 
Cape Town, could not but be resent^ by loyal colonists. From 1881 down 
to 1898, Mr. Hofmeyr practically determined how Dutch members should vote, 
and also what policy the Bond should adopt at every juncture in its history. 
The influence of this action on Cape politics was a demoralising one. Other 
well-known politicians at the Cape subsequently found it convenient to adapt 
their views a good deal too readily to those held by the Bond. In justice to 
Mr. Hofmeyr, however, it is only fair to say that after the Warren expedition 
in 1884, which was at least evidence that Great Britain did not intend to 
renounce her supremacy in South Africa altogether, he adopted a less hostile 
or anti-British attitude. 

Recognising the difficulties of the position, Mr. Rhodes from the outset of 
his political career showed his desire to conciliate Dutch sentiment by consid- 
erate treatment and regard for Dutch prejudices. Mr. Rhodes was first 
returned as member of the house of assembly for Barkly West in 1880, and in 
spite of all vicissitudes this constituency remained loyal to him. He sup- 
ported the bill permitting Dutch to be used in the house of assembly in 1882, 
and early in 1884 he first took office, as treasurer-general, under Sir Thomas 
Scanlen. Mr. Rhodes had only held thb position for six weeks when Sir 
Thomas Scanlen resigned, and later in the same year he was persuaded by Sir 
Hercules Robinson to proceed to British Bechuanaland as special commis- 
sioner in succession to Mr. Mackenzie. In 1885 the territories of Cape Colony 
were further extended, and Tembuland, Bomvaniland, and Galekaland were 
formally added to the colony. In 18^ Sir Gordon Sprigg succeeded Sir 
Thomas Upington as prime minister. ^ 

The period from 1878 to 1885 in Cape Colony h^ been one of considerable 
unrest. In this short time there occiured a series of native disturbances 
which were followed by the Boer War of 1881, and the Bechuanaland dis- 
turbances of 1884. In spite, however, of these drawbacks, the development 
of the country proceeded. The diamond industry was flourishing. In the 
year 1888, a Customs Union Bill was passed by the Cape parliament, and this 
m itself constituted a considerable development of the idea of federation. 
Shortly after the passing of the bill the Orange Free State entered the imion. 
An endeavour was also made then, and for many years afterwards, to get the 
Transvaal to join. But President Kruger, consistently pursuing his own 
policy, hoped through the Delagoa Bay railway to make the South African 
Republic entirely independent of Cape Colony. 

Another event of considerable commercial importance to the Cape Colony, 
and indeed to South Africa, was the amalgamation of the diamond-mining 
complies, chiefly broi^ht about by Mr. Cecil Rhodes, Mr. Alfred Beit, and 
Mr. Bamato in 1889. One of the principal and most beneficent results of the 
discovery and development of the diamond mines was the great impetus which 
it gave to railway extension. Lines were opened up to Worcester and West 
Beaufort, to Grahamstown, Graaf-Reinet, and Queenstown. Kimberley was 
reached in 1885. In 1890 the line was extended northwards on the western 
frontier of the Transvaal as far as Vryburg in Bechuanaland. In 1889 the 
Free State entered into an anancement with the Cape Colony whereby the 
main trunk raUw^ was extendea to Bloemfontein, the Free State receiving 
half the profits. SobseqtSienfly the Free State bought at cost price the portion 
of the rwway in its own temtoiyr. In 1891 the State railway was still 
further extended to Viljoen’s Dnft'bn the Vaal river, and in 1892 it reached 
Pretoria and Johannesburg. 
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THE RHODES ADMINISTRATION 

In 1889 Sir Henry Loch was appointed hi^ commissioner and governor of 
Cape Colony in succession to Sir Hercules Kobinson. In 1890 Sir (^rdon 
Sprigg, the premier of the colony, resigned, and a government was formed 
under Cecil Rhodes. Prior to the formation of this ministry, and while Sir 
Gordon Sprigg was still in office, Mr. Hofmeyr approached Mr. Rhodes and 
offered to put him in office as a Bond nominee. This offer Mr. Rhodes de- 
clined. When, however, he was invited to take office after the downfall of 
the Sprigg ministry, he asked the Bond leaders to meet him and discuss the 
situation. His policy of customs union and railway union between the various 
states, added to the personal esteem in which he was at this time held by many 
of the Dutchmen, enabled him to undertake and to cany on successfully the 
business of government. 

The colonies of British Bechuanaland and Basutoland were now taken into 
the customs union existing between the Orange Free State and Cape Colony. 
Pondoland, another native territory, was added to the colony in 1894, and 
the year was marked by the passage of the Glen Grey Act, a departure in 
native policy for which Mr. Rhodes was chiefly responsible. It dealt with 
the natives residing in certain native reserves, and in addition to providing for 
tl)eir interests and holdings, the principle of the duty of some degree of labour 
devolving upon every able-bodied native enjoying these privileges was asserted 
and a small labour tax was levied. In the session of 1895 Mr. Rhodes was 
able to report to the Capie parliament that the act then applied to one hundred 
and sixty thousand natives. 

Durmg 1895 Sir Hercules Robinson was reappointed governor and high 
commissioner of South Africa in succession to Sir Henry Loch, and in the 
same year Mr. Chamberlain became her majesty’s secretary of state for the 
colonics. 

With the development of railways, and the extension of trade between 
Cape Colony and the Transvaal, there had grown up a closer relationship of 
political questions. Whilst premier of Cape Colony, by means of the customs 
vijaion and in every other way, Mr. Rhodes endeavoured to bring about a 
friendly measure of at least commercial federation among the states and 
colonies of South Africa. He hoped to establish both a commercial and a 
railway union. To this policy President Kruger and his government offered 
every possible opposition. 

In the year 1895 the Jameson raid occurred, and Mr. Rhodes’ complicity 
in this movement compelled him to resign the premiership of Cape Colony in 
January, 1896. [Sir Gordon Sprigg thereupon became premier for the third 
time.] As Mr. Rhodes’ complicity in the raid became known, there naturally 
arose a strong feeling of resentment and astonishment among his* colleagues 
in the Cape ministry, who had been kept in coJltolete ignorance of his con- 
nection with any such scheme. Mr. Hofmeyr ^n^were loud in their 
denunciation of him. After his resignation, ivoceeding to the 

north, when he received a summons from whpany to go to 

London ; but after interviews with the directoiteSi^ndB^ te went back to 
Rhodesia, and was present in the country dp&^the rebellion. 

While hostilities were still proceeding in MatlStfjilKland, lir; Alhodes went 
unarmed to a meeting of Matabele inauTMM'^hiefcJ^n the heritt of the Mgt- 
oppo hills. Tbe resmt was not a massacre of the great white chief, as was 
foretold at the time, and as ha-R occurred on Bimilar occasions in attempted 
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negotiations with Bantu tribes, but a peace which terminated the rebellion. 
It was a master-stroke of diplomacy and courage. 

In 1897 Sir Alfred Milner was appointed high commissioner of South Africa 
and governor of Cape Colony in succession to Sir Hercules Robinson, who was 
created a peer under the title of Baron Rosmead. In 1898 commercial feder- 
ation in ^uth Africa advanced another stage, Natal entering the customs 
union. 

THE MINISTRY OF W. P. SCHREINER 

In the following year the Cape parliamentary election occurred, and the 
result was the return to power of a Bond ministry under Mr. W. P. Schreiner. 
From this time until June, 1900, Mr. Schreiner remained in office as head of 
the Cape government. During the negotiations which preceded the war in 
1899, feeling at the Cape ran very high, and Mr. Schreiner’s attitude has been 
freely discussed. As head of a party, dependent for its position in power on 
the Bond’s support, his position was undoubtedly a trying one. At the same 
time, as prime minister of a British colony, it was strongly felt by loyal col- 
onists that he should at least have refrained from openly interfering between 
the Transvaal and the imperial government during the course of most difficult 
negotiations. But however excellent his intentions, his publicly expressed 
disapproval of the Chamberlain-Milner policy probably did more harm than 
his private influence with Mr. Kruger could possibly do good. 

Early in June, 1899, the Cape Dutch politicians began to realise that 
President ICruger’s attitude was not so reasonable as they had endeavoured 
to persuade themselves, and Mr. Hofmeyr, accompanied by Mr. Herholdt, 
the Ca^ minister of agriculture, visited Pretoria. If any emissary could 
accomplish anything in the way of persuading Mr. Kruger, it was assuredly 
Mr. Hofmeyr. Much was looked for from his mission by moderate men of all 
parties, and by none more so, it is fair to believe, than by Mr. Schreiner. But 
Mr. Hofmeyr’s mission, like every other mission to Mr. Kruger to fiduce him 
to take a reasonable and equitable course, proved entirely fruitless. He 
returned to Cape Town disappointed, but probably not altogether surprised 
at the failure pf his mission. 

On July llth, after seeing Mr. Hofmeyr on his return, Mr. Schreiner made 
a personal appeal to President Kruger to approach the imperial government 
»in a friendly spirit. At this time an incident occurred which raised the feeling 
against Mr. Schreiner to a very high pitch. On July 7th five hundred rifles 
and one million rounds of ammunition were landed at Port Elizabeth, con- 
signed to the Free State government, and forwarded to Bloemfontein. Mr. 
Schreiner’s attention was called to this consignment at tke time, but he refused 
to stop it, alleging as his reason that, inasmuch as Great Britain was at peace 
with the Free State, he had no right to interdict the passage of arms through 
the Cape Colony. The British colonist is as capable of a grim jest as the 
TVansvaal Boer, and this action of Mr. Schreiner’s won for him the nickname 
Ammunition Bill. At a later date he was accused of delay in forwarding 
artillery and rifles for the defence of Kimberley, Mafeking, and other towns of 
the colony. The reason he gave for delay was that he did not anticipate war; 
and that he did not wish to excite unwarrantable suspicions in the minds of 
the Free State. His conduct in both instances may have been technically 
correct, but it was much resented by loyal colonists. 

On August 28th, Sir Gordon Sprigg in the Cape house of assembly moved 
the adjournment of the debate, to mscuss the removal of arms to the Free 
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State. Mr. Schieiner, in reply, used expressions which called down upon him 
the severest censure and indi^mtion, both in the colony and in Great Britain. 
He stated that, should the storm burst, he would keep the colony aloof with 
regard both to its forces and its people. In the course of the speech he also 
read a telegram from President Ste^, in which the Preadent repudiated all 
contemplated aggressive action on the part of the Free State as absurd. The 
speech created a great sensation in the Britii^ press. Actual expericince 
taught Mr. Schreiner that President Kruger was beyond an appeal to reason, 
and that the protestations of President Steyn were insincere. War had no 
sooner commenced with the ultimatum of the Transvaal Republic on October 
9th, 1899, than Mr. Schreiner found himself called upon to deal with the con- 
duct of Cape rebels. The rebels joined the invading forces of President Steyn, 
whose fali^ assurances Mr. Schreiner had offered to an indignant house of 
assembly only a few months before. Mr. Schreiner ultimately addressed, as 

E rime minister, a sharp remonstrance to President Steyn for allowing his 
urghers to invade the colony. He also co-operated with Sir Alfred Muner, 
and used his influence to restrain the Bond. 


CAPE COLONY DURING THE WAR 

Proclamations by the Transvaal and Free State annexing portions of Cape 
Colony were actually issued on October 18th, and included British Bechuana- 
land and Griqualand West, with the diamond fields. On October 28th Mr. 
Schreiner signed a proclamation issued by Sir Alfred Milner as high commis- 
sioner, declaring the Boer annexations of territory within Cape Colony to be 
null and void. The battles of Belmont, Graspan, and Modder river* were all 
fought by Lord Methuen in November, on colonial soil, in his endeavour to 
force a passage through to the relief of Kimberley. The heavy British losses 
at Modderfontein on November 29th were followed by a reverse m Cape 
Colony at Stormberg, where an expedition under General Gatacre from 
Queenstown marched into a Boer ambush and was defeated. On the following 
day Lord Methuen suffered a severe check and heavy losses at Magersfontein. 
The effect of these engagements at the very outset of the war, occurring as they 
did within Cape Colony, was to offer every inducement to a pumber of the 
frontier colonial Boers to join their kinsmen of the republics. The Boers are 
prolific, and their families large. Many younger sons from the colony, with 
nothing to lose, left their homes with horse and rifle to join the republican 
forces. 

Meanwhile the loyal Cape colonists were chafing at the tardy manner in 
which they were enrolled by the imperial authorities. It was not until after 
the arrival of Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener at Cape Town on January 
10th, 1900, that these invaluable and many of them experienced infjii were 
freely invited to come forward. So strongly did Lord Roberts feel on the 
subject, that he at once made Colonel Brabant, a well-known and respected 
colonial veteran and member of the house of assembly, a brigadier-general, 
and started recruiting loyal colonists in earnest. On February 15th Kimber- 
ley was relieved by General French, and the Boer general, Cronje, evacuated 
Magersfontein, and retreated towards Bloemfontein. Mr. Cecil Rhodes was 
shut up tn Kimberley during the whole of the siege, and his presence there 
undoubtedly offered an additional incentive to the Boers to endeavour to 
capture the town, but his unique position and influence with the De Beers 
workmen enabled him to render yeoman service, and infused enthusiasm and 
courage into the inhabitants. Mafeking, where the beleaguered garrison 
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maintained their gallant defence under Colonel Baden-Powell till 17th, 
was relieved by a force, chiefly colonial, sent up from Kimberley. With this 
incident the Cape rebellion ended, and the colony was at least for a time 
d^vered of the presence of hostile forces. 

In June, 1900, Mr. Schreiner, whose recent support of Sir Alfred Milner 
had incensed many of his Bond followers, resigned in consequence of the refusal 
of some of his colleagues to support the Disfranchisement Bill which he was 
prepared, in accordance with the views of the home ^vemment, to introduce 
for the punishment of Cape rebels. The bill certainly did not err on the side 
of severity, but disfranchisement for their supporters in large numbers was 
more distasteful to the Bond extremists than any stringency towards indi- 
viduals. Sir Gordon Sprigg, who after a political crisis of considerable delicacy 
succeeded Mr. Schreiner, and for the fourth time became prime minister, was 
able to pass the bill with the co-operation of Mr. Schreiner and his section. 
Towards the end of the year 1900 the war entered on a new phase, and took 
the form of guerilla skirmishes with scattered forces of marauding Boers. In 
December some of these bands entered the Cape Colony and endeavoured to 
induce colonial Boers to join them. In this endeavour they met at first with 
little or no success; but as the year 1901 progressed and the Boers still man- 
aged to keep the various districts in a ferment, it was deemed necessary by 
the authorities to proclaim martial law over the whole colony, and this was 
done on the 9 th of October, 1901. On January 4th, 1901, Sir Alfred Milner 
was gazetted governor of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, being 
shortly afterwards created a peer as Lord Milner; and Sir Walter Hdys 
Hutchinson, governor of Natal, was appointed his successor as governor *of 
the Cape Colony./ 

In February, 1904, after being defeated in the elections, Sir Gordon Sprigg ’9 
ministry resigned; it was succeeded by a ‘‘progressive" ministry under Dr. Jame- 
son, of Jameson raid fame. In the following year the prisoners who had been 
connected with the rebellion were released, and prosecutions were discontinued.® 

THE ORANGE RIVER SETTLEMENT 

At the commencement of the last century the Orange river country was 
inhabited by sections of aboriginal tribes — Bushmen, iTorannas, and Bechu- 
anas; and soon afterwards a number of Griquas from the northwest of the Cape 
Colony came in among them. A chronic state of warfare prevailed between 
these races. In 1824 nomad farmers from the colony, seeking pastures for 
their flocks, crossed the Orange river and settled in the temtory. These were 
followed in 1835-1836 by laige bodies of Dutch Boer emigrants who left the 
colony in order to be beyond British control. They formed a rude government 
for themselves, and in attempting to exercise authority came into collision 
with the Griquas, who claimed protection from the colony, with which they 
were allied by treaty. The British governor. Sir P. Maitland, intervened in 
1845, assisting the Griquas with troops, and defeating the Boers at Zwart Kop; 
and, to prevent further collisions, a resident was appointed. In 1848 Gov- 
ernor Sir H. Smith visited the territory, and came to the conclusion that peace 
could not be maintained among the mixed elements forming the population 
without the establishment of a regular government. He therefore issued a 
proclamation, afterwards confirmed by the crown, annexing the territory to the 
empire under the name of the Oran^ River British Sovereignty. Thereupon 
some of the Boers, under their leader Andries Pretorius, took up arms and 
expelled the British magistrates; but a military force was brought against 
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them by Sir H. Smith in person, and, after a dmrt but sharp eneoimter at 
BoomplflAts, the Boers were defeated, and the crown authority re^tabli^ed 
and maintained from that time until towards the close Of 1^. During this 
period many Europeans and colonists of Europew descent took up their 
abode in the sovereignty. But disturbances a^in ocoumd, arising from 
long-standing disputes between the native tribes; and, in order to chasnse the 
most powerful of them — the Basutos — for certain acts of outrage, Governor 
Cathcart in 1852 moved a laige military expedition against their chief, Moshesh 
and the battle of the Berea was fought, after which the chief, on behalf of the 
tribe, gave in his submission. After this expedition the British government 
resolved to withdraw from the territory.^ 


THE HEPUBLIC ORGANISED 

In 1853 a convention was entered into between representatives of the Free 
State and the British government for transferring the government of the 
Orange River Sovereignty to representatives delegated by the inliabitants to 
receive it. By means of this transfer the imperial government established 
the future independence of the country, and further stated that the British 
government had no alliance whatever with any native chiefs or tribes to the 
north of the Orange river, with the exception of the Griqua chief, Adam Kok. 
It was also stipulated that the Orange river government should, as hitherto, 
permit no slavery or trade in slaves in their territory north of the Orange 
river. At the time of this transfer some Boers, leading residents of the Free 
l§tate, protested against the abandonment, but the duke of Newcastle, who 
jwas then British colonial secretary, stated that, in his opinion, imperial 
authority had already been extended too far in South Africa. 

The new state of things had only been one year in existence when the Free 
State government found themselves victims to an intrigue of Messrs. Preto- 
rius and Kruger, within the Transvaal, to bring about, by force if necessary, 
confederation between the two countries. In the first instance, peaceful 
overtures were made, but the Free Staters declined to accept the proposal. 
Thereupon Pretorius, aided by Paul Kruger, organised and conducted a raid 
into the Free State territory, in the hope of overawing the Free State govern- 
ment, and compelling it to fall in with the views of the minority of the Free 
Staters, who were co-operating with Pretorius. On learning of the invasion 
^shof, president of the Free State, proclaimed martial law throughout the 
country, and called out his burghers. The majority of the burghers rallied 
to his support, and in a very short time a formidable force was got together 
to oppose the invaders. On the 25th of May, 1854, the two opposing forces 
faced one another on the banks of the Rhenoster. President Boshof not only 
managed to get together a considerable force within the Free State, but he 
received an offer of support from General Schoeman, the Transvaal leader in 
the Zoutpansberg district. Pretorius and Kruger, when they learned what 
had occurred, realised that they would have to sustain attack from both north 
and south, and abandoned their enterprise. Before leaving, a treaty was 
signed, which amounted to an apolo^ on the part of Pretorius. 

In 1858 the volksraad of the Free State were so tired of the responsibilities 
of independence, that they passed a resolution in favour of a confederation in 
some shape or form with the Cape Ck)lony. This proposition received the 
stroM support of Sir Geor^ Grey, at that time governor of Cape Colony, but 
his view did not commend itself to the home authorities, and was not adopted. 
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BORDER DISPUTES 

From the date of their first settlement in the Orange river territories, the 
Boers were continually at feud with their Basuto nei^bours on riie eastern 
border. In 1866 they organised a powerful expedition, and attacked Moshesh. 
The expedition was successful, Moshesh was defeated, and a treaty was arrived 
at, by which he gave up possession of a portion of Basutoland, and acknowl- 
edged himself the subject of the Free State. This treaty did not, however, 
by any means terminate the strife; a period of feud continued, in the course 
of which Moshesh and his followers were reduced to very dire straits. They 
appealed to Great Britain for assistance, and in 1869 a treaty was agreed to 
between the high commissioner and the Orange Free State, defining the bord- 
ers between the Orange Free State and Basutoland. All the fertile tract of 
country lying to the north of the Orange river and west of the Caledon, 
originally a part of Basutoland, was ceded to the Free State. 

The Basutoland difficulties were no sooner arranged than the Free Staters 
found themselves confronted with a serious difficulty on their western border. 
In the years 1870-1871 a large number of diggers had settled on the diamond 
fields, which were situated on the boundary between the Griqua chief Water- 
boer and the Free State. At the time both the Free State and Waterboer 
claimed the district, and the Free State established a temporary government 
over the diamond fields, but the administration of this body was satisfactory 
neither to the Free State nor to the diggers. At this juncture Waterboer 
offered to place the territory under the administration of Queen Victoria. 
The offer was accepted, and on October 27th, 1870, the district was pro- 
claimed, under the name of Griqualand West, British territory. President 
Brand contended at the time that Waterboer^s title was a bad one. The 
matter involved much correspondence and no little irritation between the 
British government and the Free State until 1876. 

It was then finally disposed of by Lord Carnarvon, who granted the Free 
State £90,000 in compensation for any possible harm or wrong which the 
Free State might have sustained from the annexation. In making this con- 
cession, it is right to state that Lord Carnarvon, having gone into the question, 
declined to acknowledge any validity in the Free State claim to the territory 
in question. One thing at least Is certain with regard to the diamond fields 
— they were the means of restoring the credit and prosperity of the Free 
State. In the opinion, moreover, of Doctor Theal, who has written the history 
of the Boer republics and has b^n a consistent supporter of the Boers, the 
annexation of Griqualand West was probably in the best interests of the Free 
State. Fortunately at the time the Free State had an enlightened and liberal- 
minded ruler in President Brand, who avoided collisions and encouraged 
amicable relations with the British authorities. 

In spite of the troubles on her borders, the Free State, under Brand's 
beneficent and tactful guidance, made progress in various directions. Villages 
rorang up, roads were constructed, and a postal service was established. 
Tea-planting was encouraged by the government. At the same time the Free 
State Boers, like their Transvaal neighbours, had drifted into financial straits. 
A paper currency had been instituted, and the notes — currently known as 
^‘bluebacks” — soon dropped to less than half their normal value. Com- 
merce was largely carried on by barter, and many cases of bankruptcy oc- 
curred in the state. But as British annexation in 1877 saved the Tiunsvaal 
from bankruptcy, so did the influx of Britbh and other immigrants to the 
diamond fields, in the early seventies, restore public credit and individual 
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prosperity to the Boers of the Free State. The diamond fields offered a ready 
market for stock and other agricultural produce. Money flowed into the 
pockets of the farmers. Public credit was restored. ** Bluebacks” recovered 
par value, and were duly called in and redeemed by the government. At a 
later date valuable diamond mines were discovered within the Free State, of 
which the one at Jagersfontein is the richest. Capital froin Kimberley and 
London were soon provided with which to work them. The relations between 
the diggers and the Free State Boers, after the question of the boundary was 
once settled, remained perfectly amicable down to the outbreak of the Boer 
war in 1899.' 

In 1880, when a rising of the Boers in the Transvaal against Sir Owen 
Lanyon was threatening. President Brand showed every desire to avert the 
conflict. He suggested to the authorities at Cape Town that Sir Henry de 
Villiers, chief justice of Cape Colony, should be sent into the IVansvaal to 
endeavour to gauge the true state of affairs in that country. This suggestion 
was not acted upon, but when, in 1881, the Boers in the IVansvaal broke out 
into open rebellion and war followed. Brand declined to take any part in the 
struggle. At a later date he urged that peace should be brought about, and 
expressed his friendly sentiments towards the British government. In spite 
of the neutral attitude taken by Brand during this period, there can be no 
question that a certain number of the Free State Boers, living in the northern 
part of the Free State, went to the Transvaal and joined their brethren then 
m arms against the British government. In 1888 Sir John Brand died. He 
had been president of the country since 1863, and in him the Boers, not only 
in the Free State but in the whole of South Africa, lost one of the most en- 
lightened and most upright rulers and leaders they have ever had. Through- 
out his long official career he remained on cordial terms of friendship with 
Great Britain. 


THE NEW REGIME 

In 1889 an agreement was come to between the Free State and the Cape 
Colony government, whereby the latter were empowered to extend, at their 
own cost, their railway system to Bloemfontein. The Free State retained the 
right to purchase this extension at cost, a right which they exercised within 
the course of a few years. In the same year Mr. Reitz was elected president 
of the Free State. His accession to the presidency marked the commence- 
ment of a new and disastrous line of policy in the public affairs of the country. 
Mr. Reitz had no sooner got into office than a meeting was arranged with 
President Kruger, at which various terms of the agreement dealing with the 
railways, terms of a treaty of amity and commerce, and what w^ called a 
political treaty, were discussed and decided upon. The political treaty 
referred in general terms to a federal union between the two states, and bound 
each of them to help the other, whenever the independence of either should 
be assailed or threatened from without, unless the state so called upon for 
assistance should be able to show the injustice of the cause of quarrel in 
which the other state had engaged. In 1889 the Free State, having accepted 
the assistance of the Cape government in constructing its railway, entered 
into a customs union convention with them. In 1895 the Free State volksraad 
passed a resolution, in which they declared their readiness to entertain a 
proposition from the Transvaal in favour of some form of federal union. In 
the same year President Reitz retired from the presidency of the Free State 
on the ground of ill-health, and was succeedeef by Judge Steyn. In 1896 
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a further ofiFensive and defensive alliance between the two republics was entered 
into, under which the Free State took up arms on the outoreak of hostilities 
with the Transvaal in 1899. 

In 1897 President Kruger, being bent on still further cementing the union 
with the Free State, himself visited Bloemfontein. It was on tms occasion 
that President Kruger, referring to the London convention, spoke of Queen 
Victoria as a tooa/e FraUj an expression which caused a good deal of offence 
in England at the time, but which, to any one familiar with the homely 
phraseology of the Boers, obviously was not meant by President Kruger as 
insulting. In order to understand the attitude which the Free State took at 
this time in relation to the Transvaal, it is necessary to review the history of 
Mr. Reitz from an earlier date. Previous to his becoming president of the 
Free State he had acted as its chief justice, and still earlier in life had practised 
as an advocate in Cape Colony. In 1881 Mr. Reitz had, with his successor 
Ihesident Ste3m, come under the influence of a clever German named Borck- 
enhagen, the editor of the Bloemfontein Express. These three men were prin- 
cipally responsible for the formation of the Afrikander Bond. From 1881 
onwards there is no doubt that they cherished the one idea of an independent 
South Africa, in which a monopoly of independence was to be held by the 
Boers. 

Brand during his lifetime had been far too sagacious to be led away by 
this pseudo-nationalist dream. He did his utmost to discountenance the 
Bond when it was started by Mr. Reitz and Mr. Borckenhagen, inasmuch as 
he saw full well that it was calculated to cause mischief in the future. At the 
same time his policy was guided by a sincere patriotism, which looked to the 
true prosperity of the Free State as well as to that of the whole of South Africa. 
It was only after his death that the fatal development of an exclusively 
Dutch policy arose in the Free State. From his death may be dated the dis- 
astrous line of policy which led to the extinction of the state as a republic. 
The one prominent member of the volksraad who inherited the trad^ions and 
enlightened views of President Brand with regard to the future of the Free 
State was Mr. G. J. Fraser, the son of a Presbyterian minister, who had acted 
as a minister in the Dutch Reformed church since the middle of the century. 

The economic progress of the Free State, which began with the discovery 
of the diamond fields, has been redoubled since the construction of the rail- 
way through its territory to Johannesburg, thus fully justifying the forward 
commercial policy adopted in the teeth of Transvaal opposition. In illustra- 
tion of this we have only to cite the fact that, in 189^1899, out of a total 
revenue of about £650,000, more than half represented the earnings of the • 
railway. 


THE FREE STATE AND PRESIDENT KRUGER 

On entering Bloemfontein in 1900 the British obtained possession of cer- 
tain state papers which contained records of negotiations between the Trans- 
vaal and the Orange Free State. The evidence contained in these state 
records so clearly marks the difference between the policy of Mr. Kruger and^ 
the pacific, commercial policy of President Brand and his followers, that the 
documents call for careful consideration. From these papers it was found 
that, in 1887, two secret conferences had taken place between the republics. 
At the first of these conferences, held in Pretoria, there were present President 
Kruger, with his state secretary and state attorney, Messrs. Bok and Leyds 
and a commission of the Transvaal volksraad. On the other side the deputa- 
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tion from the Free State volksraad was eomposed of Messrs. Fraser, Klynveld, 
and Mybuigh. 

The result of this conference was a secret sesmon of the Transvaal volks- 
raad and the proTOsition of a secret treaty with the Free State, by which each 
state should bind itself not to build railways to its frontier without the consent 
of the other, the eastern and northern frontiers of the Tiansvl^ beina excepted. 
The railway from Pretoria to Bloemfontein was to be proceeded with; neither 
party was to enter the customs union without the consent of the other. Tlie 
Transvaal was to pay £20,000 annually to the Free State for loss incurred for 
not having the railway to Cape Colony. Such a treaty as the one proposed 
would simply have enslaved the Free State to the Transvaal. It was rejected 
by the Free State volksraad in due course, but President Kruger determined 
on a still more active measure, and proceeded to interview President Brand 
at Bloemfontein. A scries of meeting took place in October of the same year 
(1887). President Brand opened the proceedings by proposing a treaty of 
friendship and free trade between the two republics. President Kruger, how- 
ever, soon brushed these propositions aside, and responded by statmg tliat, 
in consideration of the common enemy and the dangers which threatened the 
republic, an offensive and defensive alliance must be preliminaiy to any 
closer union. Brand refused to allow the Free State to be committed to a 
suicidal treaty, or dragged into any wild policy, which the Transvaal might 
deem it expedient to adopt. The result of the whole conference was that 
Kruger returned to Pretoria completely baffled, and for a time the Free State 
was saved from being a party to the fatal policy into which others subse- 
quently drew it. Independent power of action was retained by Brand for the 
Free State in both the railway and customs union questions. 


THE BREAK WITH GREAT BRITAIN 

After Sir John Brand’s death, as already stated, Mr. Reitz became presi- 
dent, and consistently followed out that policy which, as one of the founders of 
the Bond, he had endeavoured to inai^urate throughout Dutch South Africa. 
A series of agreements and measures in the volksraad gradually subordinated 
those true Free State interests which Biund had always protected to the mis- 
taken ambition and narrow views of the Transvaal. Mr. Fraser in vain tried 
to stem the tide of Krugerism within the Free State, but the extent to which 
it had travelled after Brand’s death was evidenced by the election for president 
in February, 1896, when Mr. Steyn was elected against Mr. Fraser by forty-one 
votes to nmeteen. That this election should have taken place immediately 
after the Jameson raid probably increased President Steyn’s majority. At 
the same time the history of the state after Brand’s death renders it probable 
that Mr. Fraser’s defeat was only a question of degree. Mr. Fraser continued, 
down to the outbreak of the war of 1899, consistently to denounce the policy 
on which the Free State had embarked, warning his countrymen continually 
that this policy could have but one end — the loss of their independence. 
Underlying the state policy there was undoubtedly the belief, if not with 
President Ste 5 m himself, at least with his followers, that the two republics 
combined would be more than a match for the power of Great Britain should 
hostilities eventually occur. 

In December, 1897, the Free State revised its constitution in reference to 
the franchise law, and the process of naturalisation was reduced from five to 
three years. The oath of allegiance to the state was alone required, and no 
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renunciation of nationality was insisted upon. In 1898 the Free State also 
acquiesced in the fresh convention arra^d with regard to tlie customs 
unions between the Cape Colony, Basutoland, and the Bechuanaland pro- 
tectorate. These measures suggest that already a slight reaction against the 
extreme policy of President Kruger had set in. But events were moving rap- 
idly in the Transvaal, and matters had proceeded too far for the Free State 
to turn back. In 1899 President Steyn suggested the conference at Bloem- 
fontein between President Kruger and Sir Alfred Milner, but this act, if it 
expressed at all a genuine desire for reconciliation, was too late. President 
Kruger had got the Free State ensnared in his meshes. The Free Staters were 
bound practically hand and foot, under the offensive and defensive alliance, 
in case hostilities arose with Great Britain, either to denounce the policy to 
which they had so unwisely been secretly party, or to throw in their lot with 
the Transvaal. War occurred, and they accept^ the inevitable consequence. 
In September, 1899, Sir Alfred Milner sent a despatch to President Steyn, 
informing him that the exigencies of the situation demanded that he should 
take some steps to protect his line of communications, and that he was sta- 
tioning a force near the Orange Free State frontier. Sir Alfred Milner at the 
same time expressed the hope that the difference between the British govern- 
ment and the Transvaal might still be adjusted, but if this hope were disap- 
pointed, he should look to the Free State to preserve strict neutrality, in 
which case the integrity of their territory would in all circumstances ^ 
respected. In similar circumstances Sir John Brand had remained neutral in 
1881, but he was unfettered by any treaty with the Transvaal. For President 
Steyn and the Free State of 1899, in the light of the negotiations we have 
recorded, neutrality was impossible. Before war had actually broken out the 
Free State began to expol British subjects, and the very first act of war was 
committed by Free State Boers, who, on the 11th of October, seized a train 
upwn the border belonging to Natal.^ 


THE TRANSVAAL 

The historic Jlife of the Transvaal begins with the Great Trek, or general 
exodus of the Cape Colony Boers, who, being dissatisfied, especially with the 
liberal policy of the British government towards the natives, removed north- 
wards in large numbers between the years 1833 and 1837. By 1836 some 
thousands had already crossed the Vaal, that is, had reached the “Trans- 
Vaal” country, which at that time was mostly under the sway of the powerful 
refugee Zulu chief Moselekatse, whose principal kraal was at Mosega in the 
present Marico district on the west frontier. To avenge the massacre of some 
emigrant bands, the Boers under Maritz and Pocgieter attacked and utterly 
defeated Moselekatse at this place in 1837. Next year the Zulu chief with- 
drew beyond the Limpopx), where he founded the present Matabele state 
between that river and the Zambesi, thus leaving the region betw^n the 
Vaal and Limp>opx) virtually in the hands of the trekkers. But their ix)si- 
tion was rendered insecure on the east side by the military despjotism of the 
fierce Zulu chief Dingaan, who, after the murder of his brother Chaka, had 
asserted his authority over the whole of Zululand and most of the present 
Natal. Hie situation was rendered almost despierate by the complete route 
and wholesale massacre (1838) of the right division of the emigrant Boers, 
who had ventured to cross the Buffalo under Peter Retief, and who were 
defeated by Dingaan, first at Umkongloof (Aceldama), then at Weenen 
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(Weeping), and again soon after under Uys, Maritz, and Potgieter, when as 
many as eight hundred fell before the irresistible onidaught of the disciplined 
Zulu warriors. 

At this critical juncture the trekkers were saved from utter extermination 
by Andries Pretorius of Graaf-Reinet, by whom Dingaan met wiQi a first check 
before the close of 1838, followed in January, 1840, by a still more crushing 
defeat. Dingaan having been soon after murdered, the friendly Panda was 
set up in his place, and Natal proclaimed a Boer republic. But the British 
occupation pf that territory in 1843 induced the Boers to retire in two bands 
across the Drakensberg, the southern division settling in the present Orange 
Free State, the northern again passing into the Transvaal. But, owing to 
internal dissensions, and the perpetual bickerings of the two most prominent 
personalities, Pretorius and Potgieter, all attempts at establishing an oiganised 
system of government throughout the Transvaal ended in failure, till Pretorius 
induced the British government to sign the Sand River Convention (January 
17th, 1852), which virtually established the political independence of that 
region. The death both of Pretorius and Potgieter in 1853 prepared the wav 
for a period of internal peace under Pretorius^ eldest son Martninus Weasels 
Pretorius, first president of the Dutch African Republic, whose title was after- 
wards altered (1858) to that of the South African Republic. But a fatal 
element of weakness lay in the persistent refusal of the Boers to treat the 
natives on a footing of equality, or even with common justice. The murder 
of Hermann Potgieter and family (1854), avenged by Pretorius at Makapan's 
Cave, was followed (1856) by the Apprentice Law, establishing a system of 
disguised slavery, which was further strengthened by the sanction (1858) of 
the Grond wet^ or Fundamental Law, declaring that the ** people will admit of 
no equality of persons of colour with the white inhabitants either in state or 
church.” Owing to this policy opposition was constantly shown both to the 
English traders, disposed to deal fairly with all, and to the missionaries, 
preachers of universal equality, as illustrated by the plunder of Livingstone’s 
house by the commando sent against the native chief Secheli in 1852.» 

Apart from the trek Boers’ attitude towards the natives, their history in 
the Transvaal until 1877 shows that they carried with them to their new 
home a spirit hostile not merely, as has been represented by, many writers, to 
British rule, but to civilised rule in any shape or form. They and their 
fathers had, while still resident in the frontier districts of the colony, rebelled 
first of all against the government of the Dutch East India Company, and at 
a later date against the British government, because they resented in both 
cases any interference with their relations either to the natives or to one 
another. Governments within the Transvaal appointed by themselves, as 
a review of their history will show, fared no better, but even worse than those 
from the rule of which the Boers had withdrawn. 

In 1856 a series of public meeting among the Boers, summoned by Com- 
mandant-General Matthias Wessels Pretorius, was held at different districts 
in the Transvaal for the pu^se of discussing and deciding whether the time 
had not arrived for abolishing the system of petty district governments which 
had hitherto existed. Hie result was that a representative assembly of dele- 
gates was elected, empowered to draft a constitution. In December this 
assembly met at Potchefstroom, and for three weeks was engaged in model- 
ling the constitution of the country. The new constitution made provision 
for a volksraad to which members were to be elected by the people for a 
period of two years, and in which the legislative function was vested. The 
administrative authority was to be vested in a president, aided by an execu- 
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live council. It was stipulated that members both of assemUy and council 
should be membeis of the Dutch Reformed church. 

In reviewing an incident so important in the history of the Transvaal as 
the appointment of the Potchefstroom assemblv, it is of interest to note the 
^t of the complaint amon^ the Boers which led to this revolution in the gov- 
ernment of the countnr as it had previously existed. In his Histai^ of South 
Africa^ Theal says, “The community of Lydenburg^^ (the oldest district gov- 
ernment) “was accused of attemptmg to domineer over the whole country, 
without any other right to pre-eminence than that of being composed of the 
earliest inhabitants, a right which it had forfeited by its opposition to the 
general weal.” In later years this complaint was precisely that of the Uit- 
umders at Johannesburg. In order to endeavour to conciliate one of these 
district governments at Zoutpansberg, the new-bom assembly at Potchef- 
stroom appointed Mr. Schoeman, a commandant of the Zoutpansberg dis- 
trict, commandantrgeneral. This offer was, however, declined by Schoeman, 
and both Zoutpansberg and Lydenburg indignantly repudiated the new 
assembly and its constitution. The executive council, which had been 
appointed by the Potchefstroom assembly with Pretorius as president, now 
tSk up a hlolder attitude: they deposed Schoeman from all authority, de- 
clared Zoutpansberg in a state of blockade, and denounced Boers of the two 
northern districts as rebels. 

In order further to strengthen their position, Pretorius and his party also 
endeavoured to bring about a union with the Free State. With this intention 
they sent emissaries to the Free State government to make overtures on 
the subject. These overtures were rejected. Nothing daunted, Pretorius 
determined to win by force what he had failed to obtain by persuasion. There 
was a certain number of Free State Boers prepared to accede to the proposals 
of Pretorius, and relying on their aid, Pretorius entered into an intrigue to 
overthrow the president of the Free State, Boshof, and his government. Pre- 
torius placed himself at the head of a commando and crossed the Vaal, 
being joined by a certain number of Free State burghers. On learning of the 
invasion. President Boshof immediately took energetic measures to defend 
his country. He proclaimed martial law, called out his burghers, and marched 
towards Kroonstad to meet the invaders. At the same time Boshof received 
an offer from the outraged and deposed General Schoeman of Zoutpansberg to 
gather a force and come to his assistance. 

The forces of Pretorius and Boshof at length faced each other on opposite 
banks of the Rhenoster river. Threatened from the north as well as the 
south, Pretorius now recognised that he was engaged in a dangerous enter- 
prise. He had as his lieutenant on this occasion no less a personage than Mr. 
Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, and to Mr. Kruger was entrusted the 
task of bearing a flag of truce to the Free Staters, with an expression of hope 
that a pieaceful settlement might be arrived at. A treaty, containing an 
apology from Pretorius, was ^reed upon, and the invading force withc&ew. 
By the year 1860, the foregoing events notwithstanding, Zoutpansberg and 
Lydenburg had become incorporated with the repuWic. Schoeman had 
accepted 9ie post of commandant-general, and Pretoria was made the seat of 
government and capital of the country. The state was now apparently 
united, and the government founded on the will of the people. The ^pa- 
ratist church of Holland in the year 1858 sent out a young expositor of its 
doctrines, named Postma. This minister settled at Rustenburg and founded 
the first branch of the Dopper sect, a sect which has since become famous in 
the Transvaal, as well as in the Free State and even Cape ^lony. The tenets 



HiSTOBT m mrm afbica 


of the Separatist Befoimed (or Dopper) ohurch do not call for close analytis 
here. It will be sufficient to si^ t^t wey approached somewhat those held 
by the Scottish covenanters, tliey raised strong objection to the tinging of 
hymns, other than paraphrases of Scripture, as part of t}ie church sennce. 
Of this sect Paul Kniger, who resided near Rustenburg, b^sa^ an adherent. 

In 1860 a curious sequel to the invasion of the Free $tm by Pretorius 
occurred. Pretorius, while still president of the Transvaal, was elected presi- 
dent of the Free State. He thereupon obtained six months^ leave of abmnce 
and repaired to Bloemfontein, in the hope of peacefully bringing about a 
union between the two republics. He had no sooner left the Tmsvaal than 
the old Lydenburg party, headed by Potgieter, landdrost of Lydenbuig, 
protested that the union" would be much more beneficial to the Free State 
than to the people of Lydenburg, and followed this up with the contention 
that it was illegal for any one to be president of the South African Republic 
and the Free State at the same time. Pretorius, apparently in disgust at the 
whole situation, resigned. Mr. J. H. Grobelaar, who had been appointed 
president during the temporary absence of Pretorius, was requested to remain 
in office. The immediate followers of Pretorius now became extremely 
incensed at the action of the Lydenburg party, and a mass meeting was held 
at Potchefstroom, where it was resolved that: (1) the volksraad no longer 
enjoyed its confidence; (2) that Pretorius should remain president of the 
South African Republic, and have a year’s leave of absence to bring about 
union with the Free State; (3) that Schoeman should act as president during 
the absence of Pretorius; (4) that before the return of Pre tonus to resume his 
duties a new volksraad should be elected. 

The events of the year 1860, as well as of all the years that followed down 
to British annexation in 1877, show that licence rather than liberty, a narrow 
spirit of faction rather than patriotism, were the dominant instincts of the 
Boer. Had the fusion of the two little republics which Pretorius sought to 
bring about, and from which apparently the Free State was not averse, 
actually been accomplished in 1860, it is more than probable that a republican 
state on liberal lines, with some prospect of permanence and stability, might 
have been formed. But a narrow, distrustful, grasping policy on the part of 
whatever faction might be dominant at the time invariably prevented the 
state from acquiring stability and security at any stage of itS history. On no 
less than three occasions, unique opportunities were afforded for consolidating 
and establishing this republic. The first of these occasions we have dealt 
with. The second occurred in 1887, and the third in 1895. Of these oppor- 
tunities no advantage was taken. 

The complications that ensued on the action of the I^torius party subse- 
quent to his resignation were interminable and complicated. Some of the 
new party were arraigned lor treason and fined ; and for several months there 
were once more two acting presidents and two rival governments within the 
Transvaal. At length Commandant Paul Kruger called out the burghers of 
his district and entered into the strife. In 1864, after a series of intestine 
quarrels, a conference was held lasting six days, followed by a new election for 
president, and once more Pretorius was called upon to fill that office. Kruger 
was appointed commandant-general. 

Civil strife for a time was now at an end, but the injuries inflicted on the 
state were deep and lasting. The public funds were exhausted; taxes, always 
an abomination to the TriSisvaal Boer, were not only in arrear, but impossible 
to collect; and the natives on the borders of the country and in the mountains 
of the north, taking advantage of the anarchy that prevailed, had thrown off 
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all allegiance to the state. The pre^iffe of the countiy was practically gone, 
not only with the world outsido, out, what was of still more moment, with her 
neighbour the Free State, which felt that a federation with the Transvaal, 
which the Free State once had sought but which it now definitely foreswore, 
was an evil avoided and not an advantage lost. A charge frequently laid at 
the door of the Boers, at that time and since, was that of enslaving the black 
races. It is true that laws prohibiting slavery were in existence, but the Boer 
who periodically took up arms against his own appointed government was not 
likely to be, nor was he, restrained by laws. Natives were openly transferred 
from one Boer to another, and the fact that they were described as apprentices 
by the farmers did not in the least alter the status of the native, who to all 
intents and purposes became the property of his master. 

In 1865 an empty exchequer called for drastic measures, and the volksraad 
determined to endeavour to meet their liabilities and provide for further con- 
tingencies by the issue of notes. Paper money was thus introduced, and in 
a very short time fell to a considerable discount. In this same year the 
farmers of the Zoutpansberg district were driven into laagers by a native 
rising which for some considerable time they were unable to suppress. Schoe- 
mansdal, a village at the foot of the Zoutpansberg, was the most important 
settlement of the district, and the most advanced outpost in European occu- 
pation at that time in South Africa. At length a small relief party pro- 
ceeded to the district, but they had no sooner arrived than dissensions arose 
between them and some of the more turbulent spirits of the Zoutpansberg. 
Ultimately Schoemansdal and a considerable portion of the district were 
abandoned, and Schoemansdal finally was burned to ashes by a party of 
natives. 

Meanwhile the public credit and finances of the Transvaal went from bad 
to worse. The paper notes already issued had been constituted by the law 
legal tender for sJl debts, but in 1868 their power of actual purchase was only 
30 per cent, compared with that of gold, and by 1870 it had fallen ^ low as 
25 per cent. Civil servants, who were paid in this depreciated scrip, naturally 
suffered considerable distress. The revenue for 1869 was stated as £31,511; 
the expenditure at £30,836. The discovery of gold at Tati led President 
Pretorius in 1868 to issue a proclamation extending his territories on the west 
and north so as to embrace the gold field, and on the east so as to advance 
considerably over the Portuguese boundary. This proclamation was followed 
by protests on the part of her majesty’s high commissioner, Sir Philip Wode- 
house, as well as on the part of the consul-general for Portugal in South 
Africa. The boundary on the east was settled by a treaty with Portugal in 
1870; that on the west was dealt with in 1871. 

Tlie Sand River Convention of 1852 had not clearly defined the western 
border of the state, and the discovery of gold at Tati to the northwest, to- 
gether with the discovery of diamonds on the Vaal in 1867, doubtless offered 
Pretorius every inducement to extend his boundary. Although to-day the 
great diamond mines are south of the Vaal river, it so happened that the early 
discoveries of diamonds were made chiefly on the northern bank of the Vaal 
near the site of the town now known as Barkly West. This territory was 
claimed by the South African Republic, by some of the Batlaping tribe, and 
also by Mr. David Amot, on behalf of Nicholas Waterboer, the chief of the 
Griquas, a race of bastards sprung from the illicit intercourse between Boers 
and native women, who had been settled north of the Orange since 1834. In 
order to settle the boundary question, an arbitration court was appointed, 
consisting of a Transvaal landdrost, Mr. O’Reilly, on behalf of the South 
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African Eepublic, and Hr. John Campbdl on behalf of the other daimantSi 
with LieutenantrGovemor Eeate of Natal ae final referee. The two judges 
disagreed, and the final decision, f^terwards known aa the Keate award, was 
given by the referee. The deci&ion was in favour of Waterboer, and conceded 
to him the boundary line to the north and northeast whi6h his agent Arnot 
had claimed for him. Following on this decision, Waterboer offered his ter- 
ritory to Queen Victoria. The offer was accepted, and the- territory became 
British under the title of Griqualand West. The Keate award practically 
brought Bechuanaland into existence as a separate state, and thus kept the 
great trade-route to the north open to British enterprbe. 

The award caused a strong feeling of resentment among the Boers, and 
led to the resignation of President Pretorius and his executive. TTie Boers 
now cast about to find a man who should have the necessary ability, as they 
said, to negotiate on equal terms with the British authorities should any 
future question of dispute arise. With this view they approached Sir John 
Hen^ Brand, president of the Free State, and asked him to allow them to 
nominate him for the presidency of the South African Republic. To this 
Brand would not consent. The Boers then invited the reverend Thomas 
Francois Burgers, a member of a well-known Cape Colony family and a min- 
ister of the Dutch Refonned church, to allow himself to be nominated. Burg- 
ers accepted the offer, and in 1872 was duly elected president. In 1871 gold 
reefs were discovered in the Zoutpansberg district near Marabastad, and 
already a few gold-seekers from Europe and Cape Colony began to prospect 
the northern portions of the Transvaal. The miners and prospectors did not. 
however, exceed a few hundred in number for several years, and it was not until 
1882 that they began to make themselves felt as a political and an important 
commercial factor in the development and future of the country. 

The appointment of Burgers to the presidency in 1872 was a new departure. 
Hitherto the Boers had always chosen one of their own number as president, 
but in Burgers they had selected a man from outside for the express purpose 
of securing an educated and capable leader. In a measure Burgers may be 
said to have fulfilled their choice. He was able, active, and enlightened, but 
he was unfortunately a visionary rather than a man of affairs or sound judg- 
ment. Instead of reducing chaos to order and concentrating his attention, 
as Brand had done so wisely in the Free State, on establishing security and 
promoting industry in the country, he took up with all its entanglements, the 
old misguided policy of intrigues with native chiefs beyond the border and 
the dream of indefinite expansion. 

On his return to the Transvaal in 1876, after a trip to Europe in a futile 
endeavour to raise a loan of £300,000 for the construction of a railway to 
Delagoa Bay, Burgers found that the condition of affairs in the state was worse 
than ever. The acting president, Joubert, had, in his absence been granted 
leave by the volksraad to carry out various measures opposed to the public 
welfare; native lands had been indiscriminately allotted to adventurers, and 
a war with Secocoeni, a native chief on the eastern borders of the country, 
was imminent. A commando was called out, which the president himself 
led. The expedition was an ignominious failure, and many burghers did not 
hesitate to assign their non-success to the fact that Burgers’ views on religious 
questions were not sound. Burgers then proceeded to levy taxes, which were 
never paid; to enroll troops, which never marched; and to continue the head 
of a government which had neither resources, credit, nor power of adn^- 
istration. In 1877 the Transvaal one-pound notes were valued at one shilling 
cash. Add to this condition of things the fact that the Zulus were threatening 



988 THE COLOKIAL WOBLD 

[1877 4 . 11 .] 

the Transvaal on its western border, and the picture of utter colBtpee whidi 
existed in the state is complete. In 1877 the condition of the Transvaal 
appeared so menacing to the peace of South Africa that Sir Theophilus Shep- 
stone was despatched to the country by the high commissioner, Sir Henry 
Barkly, to colder with President Burgers as to its future government. 

By this time Burgers had had his eyes opened to the true state of things. 
He was no longer blinded by the foolish optimism of a visionary who had 
woven fine-spun theories of what an ideal republic might be. He had lived 
among the Boers and attempted to lead their government. He had found 
their idea of liberty to be anarchy, their native policy to be slavery, and their 
republic to be a sham. His was a bitter awakening, and the bitterness of it 
found expression in some remarkable words addressed to the volksraad: “I 
would rather,” said Burgers in March, 1877, “be a policeman under a strong 
government than the president of such a state. It is you — you members of 
the raad and the Boers — who have lost the coimtry, who have sold your 
independence for a drink. You have ill-treated the natives, you have shot 
them down, you have sold them into slavery, and now you have to pay the 
penalty. To-day a bill for £1,000 was laid before me for signature, but I 
would sooner have cut off my right hand than sign that paper, for I have not 
the slightest ground to expect that when that bill becomes due there will be 
a penny to pay it with.” 

BRITISH ANNEXATION (1877 A.D.) 

After spending some months at Pretoria, Shepstone satisfied himself that 
annexation was the only possible salvation for the Transvaal. The treasury 
was empty, the Boers refused to pay their taxes, and there was no power to 
enforce them. A public debt of £215, OCX) existed, and government con- 
tractors were left unpaid. Out of a male population of less than nine thousand, 
three thousand had already signed a petition for annexation. Sir Theophilus 
Shepstone therefore, in April, 1877, issued a proclamation annexing the 
country. The proclamation stated: “It is the wish of her most gracious 
majesty that it [the state] shall enjoy the fullest legislative privileges com- 
patible with the circumstances of the country and the intelligence of its 
people.” The wisdom of the step taken by Shepstone has been called in 
question. No one who acquaints himself with the simple facts of the position 
will deny that Shepstone ’s task was an extremely difficult one, and that he 
acted with care and moderation. The best evidence in favour of the step is 
to be found in the publicly expressed views of the state’s own president. 
Burgers, already quoted. Moreover, the menace of attack on the Zulu side 
was a pressing and serious one. Even before annexation had occurred, Shep- 
stone felt the danger so acutely that he sent a message to Cettiwayo, the Zulu 
chief, warning him that British annexation was about to be proclaimed and 
that invasion of the Transvaal would not be tolerated. To this warning 
Cettiwayo, who, encouraged by the defeat of the Boers at Secocoeni’s hands, 
^d already gathered his warriors together, replied: “I thank my father 
Somtseu [Shepstone] for his message. I am glad that he has sent it, because 
the Dutch have tired me out, and I intended to fight with them and to drive 
them over the Vaal.” 

A still further reason for Shepstone’s annexation, given by Sir Bartle 
Frcre, was that Burgers had already sought alliance with continental powers, 
anti Shepstone had no reason to doubt that if Great Britain refused to inter- 
fere, Gennany would intervene. Ther only military force at Shepstone’s 
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command aA the time of axmexation was twenty-five policemen, and it is 
quite certain that, apart from the attitude of Preadent BuiigerB, which cannot 
be said to have been one of active opposition, a lai^ number, probably a 
majority of the Boers, accepted the annexation with complacency. BurseTB 
hiinself left the Transvaal a disappointed, heart-broken man, a deathoed 
statement published some time after his decease throws a luM light on the 
intri^es which arose both before and after annexation. He shows how, for 
purely personal ends, Kruger allied himself with the British faction who were 
agitating for annexation, and in order to undermine him and endeavour to 
gain the presidency actually uiged the Boers to pay no taxes. However this 
may be, Buigers was crushed, but as a consequence the British government 
and not Paul Kruger was, for a time at least, master of the Transvaal. In 
view of his attitude before annexation, it was not surprising that Kruger 
should be one of the first men to agitate against it afterwards. The work of 
destruction had gone too far. The plot had miscarried. And so Kruger and 
Jorissen were the first to approach Lord Carnarvon with an appeal for revoca- 
tion of the proclamation. To this request Lord Carnarvon’s reply was that 
the act of annexation was an irrevocable one. Unfortunately, the train of 
events in England favoured the intrigues of the party who were bent on getting 
the annexation cancelled. In 1878 Lord Carnarvon resigned, and there were 
other evidences of dissension in the British cabinet. 

Kruger, who since the annexation had held a salaried appointment under 
the British government, became one of a deputation to England. On this 
occasion Sir T. Shepstone not unnaturally determined to dispense with his 
further services as a government servant. In the beginning of 1879 Shep- 
stone was recalled and Colonel Owen L^yon, an entire stranger to the Boers 
and their language, was appointed his successor as administrator in the 
Transvaal. In the meantime, the Zulu forces which threatened the Transvaal 
had been turned against the British, and the disaster of Isandhlwana occurred. 
Rumours of British defeat soon reached the Transvaal, and encouraged the 
disaffected party to become still bolder in their agitation against British rule. 

In April, Sir Bartle Frere visited Pretoria and conferred with the Boers. 
He assured them that they might look forward to complete self government 
under the crown, and at the same time urged them to sink political differences 
and join hands with the British against their common enemy, the Zulus. The 
Boers, however, continued to agitate for complete independence, and with the 
honourable exception of Piet Uys, a gallant Boer leader, and a small band of 
followers, who assisted Colonel Evelyn Wood at Hlobani, the Boers held 
entirely aloof from the conflict with the Zulus, a campaign which cost Great 
Britain many lives and £5,000,000 before the Zulu power was finally broken. 
In June Sir Garnet Wolscley went to South Africa as commander of the forces 
against the Zulus, and as high commissioner “for a time,” in place of Sir 
Bartle Frere, of the Transvaal and Natal. After the settlement of the Zulu 
(question, Sir Garnet Wolseley proceeded to Pretoria and immediately organ- 
ised an expedition against the old Transvaal enemy Secocoeni, who throughout 
the Zulu campaign had been acting under the advice of Cettiwayo. Seco- 
coeni’s stronghold was captured and his forces disbanded. 

It will be seen from this review of the events following annexation that the 
first work accomplished, over and above establishing a solvent ^d responsible 
government in the country, was the demolition by the British of the two 
native foes who for so long had harassed the Boers. In speaking, after the 
conclusion of the native wars, on the question of the revocation of the Act of 
Annexation, Sir Garnet Wolseley assured the Boers at a public gathering that 
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BO long as the sun shone the British fiag would fly at Pretoria. In May, 1680, 
he returned to England. Meanwhile events in Great Britain had once mote 
taken a turn which gave encouragement to the disaffected Boers. Already in 
November, 1879, Gli^tone had conducted his Midlothian campaign. In his 
speeches he denounced in the strongest terms the annexation whi£ had been 
carried out by the Beaconsfield government. Referring to Cyprus and the 
Transvaal, he went so far as to say, If those acquisitions were as valuable 
as they are valueless, I would repudiate them, because they were obtained by 
means dishonourable to the character of our country.” Expressions such as 
these were translated mto Dutch and distributed among the Boers by some of 
their leaders, and it is impossible not to admit that they exercised a good deal 
of influence in fanning the amtation for retrocession already going on in the 
TVansvaal. So keenly were the Midlothian speeches appreciated by the Boers 
that the Boer committee wrote a letter of thanks to Mr. Gladstone, and 
expressed the hope that, should a change in the government of Great Britain 
occur, “the injustice done to the Transvaal mi^t find redress.” 

In April, 1880, this change in the British government did occur. Glad- 
stone became prime minister, and shortly afterwards Frere 'was recalled. 
Could events be more auspicious for the party seeking retrocession? If words 
in the mouth of an ex-minister at election time meant anything, retrocession 
could only be a matter of time. The loyalists, not only in the Transvaal, but 
througjhout South Africa, were disheartened and disgusted. The retrocession 
party in the Transvaal redoubled their efforts and their appeals. They were 
not destined to meet with such immediate success as the British premieres 
speeches, delivered during the heat of an election, very naturally led them to 
anticipate. On being directly appealed to by Kruger and Joubert, Mr. Glad- 
stone replied that the liberty which they sought might be “most easily and 
promptly conceded to the Transvaal as a member of a South African con- 
federation.” This was not at all what was wanted, and the agitation con- 
tinued. Meanwhile in the Transvaal itself, conci^ntly with t^ change of 
prime minister and high commissioner, the administrator. Colonel Lanyon, 
oegan vigorously to enforce taxation among the Boers. Men who would not 
pay taxes to their own appointed governments, and who were daily expecting 
to be allowed to return to that condition of anarchy which they had come to 
regard as the normal order of things, were not likely to respond willingly to the 
tax-gatherer’s demands. That many of them refused payment in the circum- 
stances which existed was natural. 

THE FIRST BOER WAR (1880-1881 A D.) 

In November matters were brought to a head by some wagons being seized 
for the non-payment of taxes, ana promptly retaken from the sherm by a 
party of Boers. Lanyon began to recognise that the position was becoming 
grave, and wired to Sir George Colley, the high commissioner of Southeast 
Africa, for military aid. This, however, was not immediately available, and 
the B<^rs in public meeting at Paardekraal resolved once more to promim 
the South African Republic, and in the meantime to appoint a triumvirate, 
consisting of Kruger, Pretorius, and Joubert, who were to act as a provisional 
government. Within three days of the Paardekraal meeting a letter was sent 
to the administrator demanding the keys of the government offices within 
forty-eight hours. Hostilities forthwith began, and then followed a series of 
the most disastrous skirmishes, the most contradictory and most vacillating 
changea of poh^ which have ever embarrassed a military foree or discredited 
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a government. No outbreak or rebellion ever occurred under more anomalous 
conditions. While the administrator and high commissioner were endeavour- 
ing to carry out with very inadequate resources the declared policy of the 
Bntish government and their own instructions, continual pressure was being 
put on the British prime minister, not only from the insurgent Boers but from 
his own followers, to carry out the policy he had avowed While out of office, 
and to grant the retrocession of the country. But it w^as not until Great 
Britain was suffering from the humiliation of defeat that the premier was 
convinced that the time for granting that retrocession had arrived. The first 
shots fired Were outside Potchefstroom, which was then occupied by a small 
Britii^ garrison, who, aided by the loyal inhabitants of the town, successfully 
sustained a siege of the place until after the close of the war. On December 
29th, a small body of some 240 men, chiefly belonging to the 94th regiment, 
while marching from Lydenburg to Pretoria, were surprised and cut up by 
the Boer forces. Half the men were killed and wounded, the other half, 
including some officers, were taken prisoners. Of the prisoners, captains 
Elliott and Lambert were subsequently treacherously shot by the Boers while 
crossing a stream after they had been released on parole. In the meantime 
Pretoria, Rustenburg, Lydenburg, and other small towns had been placed in a 
position of defence tmder the directions of Colonel Bellairs, who remained in 
command at Pretoria, the garrison consisting of a small number of troops and 
the loyal inhabitants. Sir George Colley, with about fourteen hundred men, 
marched towards the Transvaal frontier, but before reaching it he found, on 
January 24th, 1881, that the Boers had already invaded Natal and occupied 
Laing’s Nek. He pitched his camp at Ingogo.« 

Disaster followed disaster in rapid succession. On January 28th, with a 
battalion of the 58th infantry and a company of mounted infantry, he made 
a rash and desperate attempt to dislodge the forces of two thousand Boers 
who had firmly intrenched themselves on the heights of Laiiig’s Nek. The 
result was disastrous and the British retired with a loss of iS) officers and 
men. On February 8th, while conducting a reconnoitring party of three 
hundred on the Newcastle road on Ingogo heights, Colley was surprised by a 
superior Boer force and only after the severest sort of fighting, in which he lost 
half his men, was he able to cut his way back to the main bo(^ of his troops.® 
On February 27th came the crowning disaster of Majuba nill. Majuba is 
a flat topped mountain towering some two thousand feet over the western side 
of Laing’s Nek. Colley conceived the idea of ascending it and thus turning 
the flank of the Boer position. With five hundred and fifty-four men selected, 
from various regiments, the ascent was made on the night of the 26th. In the 
morning the Boers saw the force on Majuba and for a moment thought of 
abandoning their position. On second thought they determined to make a 
bold attempt to drive Colley off the hill. Less than two hundred volunteers 
under General Nicholas Smit carried out the feat of actually storming the top 
of Majuba. Creeping up under cover of the steep hill-side they gradually 
worked their way up, shooting every man that exposed himself on the summit. 
No attempt had been made to occupy the lower slopes which commanded the 
approach, and the bayonet charge which might have saved the day at the last 
moment was never carried out. The British troops broke and rushed head- 
long down the hill. Sir G. Colley and ninety-one men were killed, one hundred 
and thirty-four wounded, and a number of prisoners taken. Of the Boers one 
man was killed outright and another died afterwards of his wounds.^ 

Ten days previous to the disaster at Majuba, Sir Evelyn Wood had arrived 
at Newcastle with reinforcements. On Colley’s death he assumed commanc^ 
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and on March 6th concluded an armistice with Joubert at Lamg’s Nek. Lord 
Ejmberley then telegraphed offering an amnesty to the Boers. Gladstone 
announced in parliament that an opportunity for a settlement of affairs in the 
Transvaal had arisen. On March 6th the terms of peace were arranged 
between the Boers and Sir Evelyn Wood. The most important of these terms 
were that the Transvaal should have complete self government under British 
suzerainty, and that a British resident should be stationed at Pretoria. The 
treaty of ^ace practically conceded all that the Boers demanded, and was 
never r^arded as anything else than surrender either by the Boers or the 
loyalists m South Africa. It had hardly been concluded when Sir Frederick 
Roberts arrived at the Cape with ten thousand troops, and after spending 
forty-eight hours there returned to England. 

In the meantime, while the English general was making a treaty under the 
instructions of British ministers on the frontier, the beleaguered garrisons of 
Pretoria, Potchefstroom, and other smaller towns were stoutly and gallantly 
holding their own. The news of the surrender reached Pretoria through Boer 
sources, and when first received there was laughed at by the garrison and 
inhabitants as a Boer joke. When the bitter truth was at length realised, the 
British flag was dragged through the dust of Pretoria streets by outraged 
Englishmen. At Potchefstroom the garrison under Colonel Winsloe were hard 
pressed. During the siege a third of their number had been killed and 
wounded. The Boer commander, Cronje, was duly informed of the armistice 
by his leaders, but in spite of this knowledge continued the siege for ten days 
afterwards, until Winsloe and his little band were compelled to surrender. 
In May the terms of settlement already agreed upon were drawn up at Pre- 
toria in the form of a convention and signed. The preamble to the Pretoria 
Convention of 1881 contained in brief but explicit terms the grant of self 
government to the Boers, subject to British suzerainty. In later years, when 
the Boers desired to regard the whole of this convention (and not merely the 
articles) as cancelled by the London Convention of 1884, and with it the 
suzerainty which was only mentioned in the preamble, Mr. Oiamberlain 
pointed out that if the preamble to this instrument were considered cancelled, 
so also would the grant of self government be cancelled. The Pretoria Con- 
vention contained thirty-three articles. The most important of these reserved 
to her majesty ‘the control of the external relations of the said state, including 
the conclusion of treaties and the conduct of diplomatic intercourse with 
foreign powers,” and the right to march troops through the Transvaal. The 
boundaries of the state were defined, and to them the Transvaal was strictly 
to adhere. 

The retrocession of the Transvaal was a terrible blow to the loyalists. The 
Boers on the other hand, found themselves in better plight than they had 
ever been before. Their native foes Cettiwayo and Secocoeni had been crushed 
by British forces; their liabilities were consolidated into a debt to Great Brit- 
am, to be repaid at convenience and leisure — as a matter of fact, not even 
interest was paid for some time. If ever a small state was well treated by a 
la^e one, the Transvaal was so in the retrocession of 1881. Unfortunately, 
this magnanimity was forthcoming after defeat. It appeared as though a 
virtue had been made of a necessity, and the Boers never could regard it in 
any other light. 

The new volksraad had scarcely been returned, and Kruger elected pres- 
ident, before a system of government concessions to private individuals was 
6tart(^. These concessions, in so far as they prejudiced the commerce and 
general interests of the inhabitants, consisted chiefly in the granting of monop- 
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dies. Among the first monopolies which wm granted in 1882 was one for the 
manufacture of spirituous liquor. The system continued steadily down to 
1899, by which tune railwa}^, dynamite, spirits, iron, su^, wool, bricks, 
jam, paper, and a number of other things, were all of them articles of monopoly. 
In 1882 also began that alteration of the franchise law which subsequently 
developed into positive exclusion of all but the original Boer buighers of the 
countiy from the franchise. In 1881, on the retrocession, full franchise rights 
could be obtained after two years* residence; in 1882 the period of residence 
was increased to five years. Meanwhile the land-hunger of the Boers became 
stimulated rather than checked by the regaining of the independence of their 
country. On the western border intrigues were already going on with petty 
tribal chiefs, and the Boers drove out a portion of the Ba-Rolongs from their 
lands, setting up the so-called republics of Stellaland and Goshen. This act 
called forth a protest from Lord Derby, the minister chiefly responsible for 
the Pretoria Convention, stating that he could not recognise the nght of Boer 
freebooters to set up governments of their own on the Transvaal borders. 
Ibis protest, however, had no effect upon the freebooters, who issued one 
proclamation after another until in November, 1883, they united the two new 
republics under the title of the United States of Stellaland. Simultaneously 
with this ^^irresponsible” movement for expansion. President Kruger, having 
found the policy of putting pressure upon Great Britain so successful, pro- 
ceeded to London to interview Lord Derby and endeavour to induce him to 
dispense with the suzerainty, and to withdraw other clauses in the Pretoria 
Convention on foreign relations and natives, which were objectionable from 
the Boer point of view. Moreover, Kruger significantly requested that the 
term South African Republic should be substituted for Transvaal State. 

The result was the London Convention of 1884. In this document a fresh 
set of articles was substituted for those of the Pretoria Convention of 1881. 
In the articles of the new convention the boundaries were once more defined, 
and to them the TYansvaal was bound “ strictly to adhere.” In what followed 
it must always be remembered that Lord Derby began by emphatically 
rejecting the first Boer draft of a treaty on the ground that no treaty was 
possible except between equal sovereign states. Moreover, it is undeniable 
that Lord Derby acted as though he was anxious to appear t« be giving the 
Boers what they wanted. He would not formally abolish the suzerainty, but 
he was willing not to mention it; and though, as before stated, in substituting 
new articles for those of the Pretoria Convention he left the preamble un- 
touched, he avoided anything which could commit the Boer delegate to a 
formal recognition of that fact. On the other hand, he was most indignant 
when in the house of lords he was accused by Lord Cairns of impairing British 
interests and relinquishing the queen*s suzerainty. He declared that he had 
preserved the thing in its substance, if he had not actually used the word; and 
this view of the matter was always officially maintained in the colonial office 
(which, significantly enough, dealt with Transvaal affairs) whatever the polit- 
ical party in power. Unfortunately, the timid way in which it was done marie 
as ineffaceable an iirmression on Kruger even as the surrender after Majuba. 
Article 4 stated: ‘^'Die South African Republic will conclude no treaty or 
engagement with any state or nation other than the Orange Free State, nor 
with any native tribe to the eastward or westward of the republic, until the 
same has been approved by her majesty the queen.** The other article to 
which the greatest interest was subs^uently attached was Article 14: ‘‘All 
persons, other than natives, conforming themselves to the laws of the South 
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Africam Ropublic (1) will have full liberty, with their familieB, to eater, trav^, 
or reside in itny part of the South African Republic; (2) they will be entitled 
to hire or possess houses, manufactones, warehouses, shops, and premises; 
(3) they may carry on their commerce either in p>erson or by any a^nts whom 
they may think fit to employ; (4) they will not be subject, in respect of their 
persons or property or in respiect of their commerce or industry, to any taxes, 
whether gener^ or local, other than those which are or may be impost upon 
citizens of the said republic.” 

As the freebooters continued their oprations in Bechuanaland, Sir Hercules 
Robinson despatched the Reverend J. Mackenzie to adjust matters and if nec- 
essary ”to order the ejectment of the persons now trespassing at Rooi 
Grond.” Mr. Mackenzie met with but partial success, and Mr. Rhodes was 
sent to succeed him, but the latter egually failed to bring about a settlement. 
Meanwhile President Kruger “provisionally” proclaimed and ordained, “in 
the interests of humanitv,” that the territory in dispute should be under the 

P rotection of the South African Republic. Public protests were made in Cape 
'own and throujghout the colony against this last act of a^^ession, and in 
October, 1884, Sir Charles Warren was despatched by the British government 
to “ pacificate” and “hold the coimtry ” pending further instructions. There- 
upon President Kruger withdrew his proclamation. Sir Charles Warren sub- 
sequently broke up the freebooters' two states, and occupied the country 
without a shot being fired. The expedition cost Great Britain a million and 
a half, but the attempt at further extension westwards was foiled. 

At the eastern border a similar policy was followed by the Boers, and in 
this instance with more success. Following up the downfall of the Zulu 
power after the British conquest in 1879, several parties of Boers began in- 
triguing with the petty chiefs, and in January, 1^, in the presence of ten 
thousand Zulus, they proclaimed Dinizulu, the son of Cettiwayo, to be king 
of Zululand. As a “reward” for their services to the Zulus, the Boers then 
took over from them a tract of country in which they established a new re- 
public. Encouraged by success, the Boer claims were extended until at the 
end of 1885 they claimed about three fourths of the whole Zulu territory. In 
1886 the new republic, with limits considerably narrowed, was recognised by 
Great Britain^ and the territory became incorporated with the Transvaal in 
1888. Their eastern boundary, in the teeth of the spirit of the conventions 
and with but scant observance of the latter, was by this means eventually 
considerably extended. A similar policy eventually brought Swaziland 
almost entirely under their dominion. 

Meanwhile, events occurring within the state augured ill for the future of 
the country. In 1884 a concession to a number of Hollander and German 
capitalists of all rights to make railways in the state led to the formation of 
the Netherlands Railway Company. This company, which was not actually 
floated till 1887, was destined to exercise a disastrous influence upon the 
fortunes of the state. Gold digging, which had commenced with the discovepr 
in 1869 of the Zoutpansberg and Lydenburg gold fields, had hitherto enjoyed in 
the Transvaal but a precarious existence. In 1883 the discovery of Moodie’s 
Reef near the Kaap valley led to a considerable influx of diggers and pros- 
pectors. In 1886 the Rand gold fields, which had just been discovered, were 
proclauned and Johannesbuig was founded. From that time the gold indus- 
try made steady progress until the Rand gold mines proved the richest and 
mostproductive gold field in the world. As the industry prospered, so did 
the European population increase. The revenue of the state went up by 
leaps and bounds. In 1882 it was £177,407; in 1889, £1,577,445; in 1896, 
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£3,912,095. At the end <d 1886 Johanneaburg eonsiated of a fear atom and 
aome few thouaand inhabitanta. In October, 1896, the sanitary board oenaua 
estimated the populaticm as 107,078, of whom 50,907 were EunmeADS. The 
wealth which was pouring into the Boer state coffers exceeded the wildest 
dreams of President Kruger and his followers. Land went up in value, and 
the Boers eventually parted with a third of the whole land area of the country 
to Uitlander purcha^rs. Yet in spite of the wealth which the industry of the 
Uitlanders was bringing both to the state and to individuals, a policy of rigid 
political exclusion and restriction was adopted towards them. 

An attenmt was made in 1888, after the conference held between Gape 
Colony, the Orange Free State, and Natal, to induce the Transvaal to enter 
the customs union. Kruger would have none of it. His design at this time 
was ultimately to bring the whole of the external trade of the state, which was 
growing yearly as the gold industry developed, through Delagoa Bay and 
over the Netherlands Railway. In 1888 Sir John Brand, president of the 
Free State, died. He was succeeded in 1889 by Mr. Reitz. President Kruger 
now induced the Free State to agree to a treaty whereby each state bound itrelf 
to help the other whenever the independence of either should be threatened or 
assailed, unless the cause of quarrel was, in the eyes of the state called in to 
assist, an unjust one. This was the thin end of the wedge, which in Brand’s 
time President Kruger had never been able to insert into tne affairs of the Free 
State. 


KRUGER AND THE UITLANDER GRIEVANCES 

President Kruger now turned his attention to finding a seaport, and was 
only prevented from doing so by the British annexation of Tongaland, which 
barred his progress in that direction. In 1890 a feeling of considerable irrita- 
tion had grown up among the Uitlanders at the various monopolies, but par- 
ticularly at the dynamite monopoly, which pressed solely and with peculiar 
severity upon gold miners. Requests for some consideration in the matter 
of the franchise, and also for a more liberal commercial policy in the matter of 
railways, dynamite, and customs dues, began to be made. In response 
Kruger resorted to the most sweeping alteration in the franchise law. He 
enacted that the period of qualification for the full franchise should now be 
raised to ten years instead of five. He at the same time instituted what was 
called a second chamber, the franchise qualifications for which were certainly 
less, but which was not endowed with any real power. During thw 3rear 
Kruger visited Johannesburg, and what was known as “the flag incident” 
occurred. He had by this time rendered himself somewhat impopular, and 
in the evening the Transvaal flag, which flew over the landdrost^s house, was 
pulled down. This incensed Kruger so much that for many years he con- 
tinued to quote it as a reason why no consideration could be granted to the 
Uitlanders. 

In 1892 the Uitlanders began to feel that if they were to obtain any redress 
for their grievances some combined constitutional action was called for, and 
the first reform movement began. The Transvaal National Union was formed. 
This consisted at the outset chiefly of mercantile and professional men 
and artisans. The mining men, especially the heads of the larger houm, did 
not care at this juncture to run the risk of political aritation. The objects of 
this body were avowed from the outset. They desired equal rights for all 
citizens in the state, the abolition of monopolies and abuses, together with ^e 
maintenance of the state’s independence. In the furthering of this policy 
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the XJitlaQder leader, Mr. John Tudhope, an ex-minister in the Cape govern- 
ment, was supported by Mr. Charles Leonard and his brother Mr. James 
Leonard, who at one time had distinguished himself as attorney-general 
of Cape Colony. 

Both the Leonards, as well as many of their followers, were South Africans 
by birth. They, in common with the great bulk of the IJitlanders, recognised 
that the state had acquired its independence, and had every right to have that 
independence respected. They neither sought nor desired to see it abolished. 
But they asserted that a narrow and retrogressive policy, such as Kruger was 
following, was the very thing to endanger that independence. The soundness 
of these views and the legitimacy of Uitlander aspirations were recognised by 
a few of the most enlightened men among the Boer officials at Pretoria. Some 
prominent bui^hers even spoke at Uitlander meetings in favour of the Uit- 
lander requests. At a later date Chief Justice Kotze when on circuit warned 
the Boers that in its retrogressive action the Boer government was under- 
mining the grond wet or constitution of the state. It soon became evident 
that one course, and only one, lay open to President Kruger if he desired to 
avert a catastrophe. It was to meet in a friendly spirit those men who had 
by their industry converted a poor pastoral country into a rich industrial one, 
who represented more than half the inhabitants, who paid more than three 
fourths of the revenue, and who were anxious to join him as citizens, with the 
rights of citizenship. He chose a course diametrically opposite. In an inter- 
view accorded to seven delegates from the National Union, who visited him 
in 1892, with regard to reforms, he told Mr. Charles Leonard to “go back and 
tell your people that I shall never give them anything. I shall never change 
my policy. And now let the storm burst.^^ 

In 1894 there occurred an incident which not only incensed the Uitlanders 
to fury, but called for British intervention. A number of British subjects 
resident in the Transvaal, in spite of their having no political status, were com- 
mandeered for compulsory service to suppress a native rising. This led to a 
protest, and eventually a visit to Pretoria, from Sir Henry Loch. President 
Kruger at length agreed to extend “most favoured nation’* privileges to 
British subjects in reference to compulsory military service, and five British 
subjects who had been sent as prisoners to the front were released. Following 
this incident came a further alteration in the franchise law, making the fran- 
chise practically impossible to obtain. The Delagoa Bay Railway now being 
completed, Kruger determined to take steps to bring the Rand traffic over it. 
The Netherlands Railway began by putting a prohibitive tariff on goods from 
the Vaal river. Not to be coerced in this manner, the Rand merchants pro- 
ceeded to bring their goods on from the Vaal by wagon. Kruger then closed 
the drifts (or fords) on the river by which the wagons crossed. He only 
reopened them after the receipt of what was tantamount to an ultimatum on 
the subject from Great Britain. 

At this time the Uitlanders formed a majority of the population, owned 
half the land and nine tenths of the property, and they were at least entitled 
to a hearing. When in August, 1895, they forwarded one of their many 
petitions praying for redress of their grievances and an extension of the fran- 
chise, their petition with over thirty-five thousand signatures was rejected 
with jeers and insult. In September a combined meeting of the chaml^rs of 
mines and commerce was held at Johannesburg, and a letter on various matters 
of the greatest importance to the mining industry and community at Johan- 
nesburg was addressed to the Boer executive. It was never vouchsafed an 
answer. Men of any spirit among the Uitlanders were exasperated beyond 
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measure. Their position was humiliating. What the next step ^ould be was 
freely discussed. It was easy to propound the question, impossible to answer 
it. Some ur^d an appeal to the impierial government; but others, especially 
men of colonial birth and experience, objected that they would be leaning on 
a broken reed. That men who had still the memoiv of Majuba in their 
hearts should have felt misgiving is not to be wonderecl ati 

THE JAMESON RAID AND ITS CONSEQUENCES (1895 A.D.) 

At this juncture came overtures to the leading Uitlanders from Cecil 
Rhodes and Doctor Jameson, leading to the Jameson raid. To one or two men 
this scheme, subsequently known as the Jameson plan, had been revealed 
earlier in the year, but to the majority even of the small group of leaders it 
was not known till October or November, 1895. The proposition came in a 
tempting hour. Mr. Rhodes and Doctor Jameson, after considerable delib- 
eration, came to the conclusion that they might advantageously intervene 
between Kruger and the Uitlanders. They induced Mr. Alfred Beit, who was 
an old prsonal friend of Mr. Rhodes, and also largely interested in the Rand 
gold mines, to adopt this view and to lend his co-operation. They then sub- 
mitted their scheme to some of the Uitlander leaders. Between them it was 
arranged that Doctor Jameson should gather a force of eight hundred men on 
the Transvaal border; that the Uitlanders should continue their agitation; 
and that, should no satisfactory concession be obtained from President Kru- 
ger, a combined movement of armed forces should be made against the Trans- 
vaal government. The an^nal at Pretoria was to be seized; the Uitlanders 
in Johannesburg were to rise and hold the town. Jameson was to make a 
rapid march to Johannesburg. The various movements were to be started 
simultaneously. Meanwhile, in order to give President Kruger a final chance 
of making concessions with a good grace, and for the purpose of stating the 
Uitlander case to the world, Charles Leonard, as chairman of the National 
Union, issued a historic manifesto, which concluded as follows: 

“We have now only two questions to consider: (1) What do we want? 
(2) How shall we get it? I have stated plainly what our grievances are, and 
I shall answer with equal directness the question, What dp we want? We 
want: (1) the establishment of this republic as a true republic; (2) a groTid 
wet or constitution which shall be framed by competent persons selected by 
representatives of the whole people and framed on lines laid down by them — 
a constitution which shall be safeguarded against hasty alterations; (3) an 
equitable franchise law, and fair representation; (4) equality of the Dutch 
and English languages; (5) responsibility to the heads of the great depart- 
ments of the legislature; (6) removal of religious disabilities; (7) mdependcnce 
of the courts of justice, with adequate and secured remuneration of the judges; 
(8) liberal and comprehensive education; (9) efficient civil service, with 
adequate provision for pay and pension; (10) free trade in South African 
products. That is what we want. There now remains the question which 
IS to be put before you at the meeting of the 6th of January, rw.. How shall 
we get it? To this question I shall expect frotn you an answer in plain terms 
according to your deliberate judgment.” 

The Jameson conspiracy fared no worse and no better than the great 
majority of conspiracies in history. It failed in its immediate obtect. Doctor 
Jameson did not obtain more than five hundred men. Johannesburg had the 
greatest difficulty in smuggling in and distributing the rifles with which the 
insurgents were to be armed. The scheme to seize the Pretoria fort had to 
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be abandoned^ as at the time fixed Pretoria was thronged with Boers. Finally, 
to make confusion worse confounded, Doctor Jameson, becoming impatient 
of delay, in spite of receiving direct messages from the lexers at JdLannesbuig 
telling him on no account to move, marched into ^e Tra^vaal on the day 
which had been provisionally decided on. 

The policy of delay in the execution of the plot which the Uitlander leaders 
found themselves compelled to adopt was determined by a variety of causes. 
Apart from the difficulty of obtaining arms, a serious question arose at the 
eleventh hour which filled some of the Uitlanders with mistrust. The reform 
leaders in the Transvaal, down to and including the Johannesburg rising, had 
always recognised as a cardinal principle the due observance and maintenance 
of the independence of the state. From Cape Town it was now hinted that 
the movement in which Doctor Jameson was to co-operate should, in Mr. 
Rhodes' view, be carried out imder the British flag. A meeting of Uitlander 
leaders was hastily summoned on December 25th. Two messengers were that 
night despatched to interview Cecil Rhodes, who then gave the assurance that 
he approved of the republican flag. Meanwhile, on December 29, Doctor 
Jameson had started, and the news of his having done sc reached Johannes- 
burg from outside sources. A number of leading citizens were at once formed 
into a reform committee. In the absence of Charles Leonard, who had l^en 
sent as one of the delegates to Cape Town to interview Cecil Rhodes, Lionel 
Phillips, a partner in Messrs. Eckstein and Company, the largest mining firm 
on the Rand, was elected chairman. Mr. Phillips had been for three years 
in succession chairman of the chamber of mines, and he had persistently for 
several years endeavoured to induce President Kruger to take a reasonable 
view of the requirements of the industry. He was a man of marked ability 
and energy, and enjoyed the confidence of the great majority of the Uitlanders. 

Under the supervision of the reform committee, such arms as had been 
smi^led in were now distributed, and Colonel Frank Rhodes, a brother of 
CecilTwas given charge of the armed men. TTie canteens were ck!)Bed in the 
towns and along the mines. A laige body of police was enrolled, and order 
was maintained throughout the town. On January 2nd, 1896, Doctor Jame- 
son, who found himself at Doomkop in a position surrounded by Boers, sur- 
rendered. Doctpr Jameson and his men were conveyed to Pretoria as pris- 
oners, and subsequently handed over to the high commissioner. The whole 
of the reform committee (with the exception of a few who fled the country) 
were arrested on a charge of high treason and imprisoned in Pretoria; they 
were then brought up for preliminary examination in the Ra^zaal, and com- 
mitted for trial. In Apnl, at the trial, the four leaders — Lionel Phillips, 
Colonel Frank Rhodes, J. H. Hammond, and George Farrar, who in con- 
junction with Charles Leonard had made the arrangements with Doctor Jame- 
son — were sentenced to death, the sentence beingafter some months' im- 
prisonment commuted to a fine of £25,000 each, ^e rest of the committee 
were each sentenced to two years' imprisonment, £2^000 fine, or another 
year's imprisonment, and three years' banishment. ITiis sentence, after a 
month's incarceration, was also commuted. TTie fine was exacted, and the 
prisoners, with the exception of Woolls Sampson and Karri Davis, were lil^ 
erated on undertaking to abstain from politics for three years in lieu of ban- 
ishment. Messrs. Sampson and Davis, refusing to appeal to the executive 
for reconsideration of their sentence, were retained for over a year. 

Sir Hercules Robiiron was unfortunately in feeble health at the time, and 
having reached P^toria on the 4th of January, he had to conduct n^otiations 
under great physical disadvantage. He had no sooner learned of the raid in 
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Gape Town than he issued a proclamation throug^i Sir Jacobus de Wet, the 
Bntish resident at Pretoria, warning all British subjects in Johannesburg or 
elsewhere from aiding and abetting Jameson. This was freely distributed 
among the public of Johannesbu^. While in Pretoria the high commisBioner 
in the first instance addressed himself to inducing Johflnnepburg to lay down 
its arms. He telegraphed to the reform committee that President Kruger 
had insisted ''that Johannesbuig must lay down arms unconditionally as a 
precedent to any discussions and consideration of grievances.” On the fol- 
lowing day, January 7th, Sir Hercules telegraphed again through the British 
agent, who was then at Johannesburg, sa3rii^: "If the Uitlanders do not 
comply with my request they will forfeit all claims to S3niipathy from her 
majesty’s government and from British subjects throughout the world, as the 
lives of Jameson and the prisoners are now practically in their hands.” The 
two thousand odd rifles which had be^n distributee! among the Uitlanders 
were then given up. With regard to the inducements to this step uiged upon 
the reform committee by the high commissioner, it is only necessary to say 
with reference to the first that the grievances never were considered, and witn 
reference to the second it subsequently appeared that one of the conditions of 
the surrender of Doctor Jameson’s force at Doomkop was that the lives of the 
men should be spared. It was after the Johannesburg disarmament that 
President Kruger had sixty-four members of the reform committee arrested, 
annoimcing at the same time that his motto would be " Forget and forgive.” 
Sir Hercules Robinson, in response to a message from the British government 
urging him to use firm language in reference to reasonable concessions, replied 
that he considered the moment inopportune, and on January 15th he leu for 
Capie Town. 

In the three years which intervened between the Jameson raid and the 
outbreak of the war in 1899 Kruger’s administration continued to be what it 
had been before the war; that is to say, it was not merely bad, but it got 
progressively worse. His conduct immediately after Johannesburg had given 
up its arms, and while the reform committee were in prison, wm distinctly 
disingenuous. Instead of discussing grievances, as before the Johannesburg 
disarmament he had led the high commissioner to believe was his intention, 
he proceeded to request the withdrawal of the London Convention, because, 
among other things, " it is injurious to the dignity of an independent republic.” 
When IVesident Kruger found that no concession was to be wrung from 
the British government, he proceeded, instead of considering grievances, to 
add considerably to their number. The Aliens’ Expulsion and Aliens* Immi- 
gration laws, as well as the new Press Law, were passed in the latter part of 1896. 

In 1897 a decision of Chief-Justice Kotze was overruled by an act of the 
volksraad. This led to a strong protest from the judges of the high court, 
and eventually led to the dismissal of the chief-justice, who had held that office 
for over twenty years, and duringthe whole of that time had been a loyal and 
patriotic friend to his country, while in office Mr. Kotze had protest!^ that 
no honourable man could continue to sit as judge under such conditions. 
After dismissal he spoke out still more plainly at a public dinner in Johannes- 
buig, and openly charged President Kiiiger with the tyranny of a despot. 
An industrial commission appointed during this year by PMident Kruger 
fared no better than the high court had done. The commission was deputed 
to inquire into and report on certain of the grievances adversely affecting the 
gold mdustry. Its constitution for this purpote was anomalous, as it coo^ 
sisted almost entirely of Transvaal officials whose knowledge of the require- 
ments of the industry was scanty. In spite of this fact, however, the com- 
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mission reported in favour of reform in various directions. They urged 
due enforcement of the liquor law, more police protection, the abolition of the 
dynamite concession, and that foodstuffs shoiild be duty free. 


THE UITLANDER PETITION 

These recommendations made by President Kruger’s own nominees were 
practically ignored. In January, 1899, the British colonial secretary, Mr. 
Chamberlain, pointed out in a despatch to President Kruger that the dyna- 
mite monopoly constituted a breach of the London Convention. In order to 
help the TVansvaal government out of its difficulty, and to make one more 
effort towards conciliation, the financial houses of Johannesburg offered to 
lend the Transvaal government £600,000 wherewith to buy out the d 3 mainite 
company, and so terminate the scandal and bring some relief to the industry. 
The offer was not accepted. In May the Uitlanders, hopeless of ever obtaining 
redress from President Kruger, weary of sending petitions to the raad only to 
be jeered at, determined to invoke intervention if nothing else could avail, 
and forwarded a petition to Queen Victoria. This petition, the outcome of 
the second Uitlander movement for reform, was signed by twenty-one thousand 
British subjects, and stated the Uitlander position at considerable lengtli. 
The following extract conveys its general tenor: 


The condition of your majesty’s subjects in this state has i)ecome well-nigh intolerable. 
The acknowledged and admitted grievances, of which your majesty’s subjects complained prior 
to 1895, not only are not redressed, but exist to>day in an aggravated form. They are still 
deprived of all political rights, they are denied any voice in the government of the country, 
they are taxed far above the requirements of the country, the revenue of which is misapplied 
and devoted to objects which keep alive a continuous and well-founded feeling of irritation, 
without in any way advancing the general interest of the state. Maladministration and pecula- 
tion of public moneys go hand in hand, without anv vigorous measures being adopted to put a 
stop to the scandal. The education of Uitlander children is made subject to irif^ftossible con- 
ditions. The police afford no adequate protection to the lives and property of the inhabitants 
of Johannesburg ; they are rather a source of danger to the peace and safety of the Uitlander 
population. 


In response to this appeal, which the imperial government felt themselves 
bound to deal with, Mr. Chamberlain proposed a conference; and this was 
arranged between President Kruger and Sir Alfred Milner, who met at Bloem- 
fontein on May 31st, 1899. It no sooner opened than it was evident that 
Kruger had come to obtain not to grant concessions. He offered, it is true, 
a seven years’ franchise law in place of the five years’ franchise which Sir 
Alfred Milner asked for. But apart from the relief suggested being entirely 
inadequate, it was only to be given on certain conditions, one of which was 
that all future disputes which might arise between the Transvaal and the 
imperial government should be referred to a court of arbitration, of which the 
president should be a foreigner. No arrangement was possible on such terms. 
Meanwhile feeling was running high at Johannesburg and throughout South 
Africa. Meetings were held in all the large towns, at which resolutions were 
passed declaring that no solution of the Transvaal question would be accept- 
able which did not provide for equal political rights for all white men. Sir 
Alfred Milner (who compared the position of the Uitlanders to that of 
“helots”) u^ed the Home government to insist upon a minimum of reform, 
and priinarily the five years’ franchise; and Mr. Chamberlain, backed by 
the cabinet, adopted the policy of the high commissioner.^ 
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A CHABACTERISATION OF KRUGER 

The character of President Krug^er naturally caUed forth varied expres- 
aions of opinion. It may be permissible to quote, as bearing upon his action 
at this period of his career, the balanced judgment of the Times on the 
occasion of his death in July, 1904: 

“ He was neither a hero nor a saint. In intellect and in sentiment he 
remained to the end a typical peasant farmer. Not only did he fail to form 
statesmanlike conceptions himself, but he constantly displayed an entire 
inability to appreciate such conceptions when they were submitted to him 
by others. Like the Bourbons he learned nothing and forgot nothing, and 
for the same reason. He could not rise above the prejudices to which ho 
was born. His horizon was limited throughout life, notwithstanding his 
wide experience of men and of affairs, by the narrow ideas of the class from 
which he sprang. But he had not a few of the virtues as well as the faults 
of his class, and they are virtues which, in foeman as in friend, ever command 
the sterling admiration of the British race. ‘ England loves a man,’ and Mr. 
Kruger was every inch a man. His arrogance, his courage, and above all his 
dogged resolution to have his own way, appealed very strongly to certain 
fibres in our hearts. We admired his patriotism so warmly that some of us 
occasionally forgot how closely the domination of the Pretoria oligarchy, 
wliich was the true object of his patriotic devotion, was itself connected witli 
his own personal and material interests. Even his ostentatious intrusion of 
religious considerations into secular matters was regarded with indulgence 
because there was a widespread impression that he had recourse to such 
arguments in all good faith. Had the president been only a little more 
upright in his dealings, and a little less disingenuous in his speech, our 
opinion of him would have stood very high indeed. But he had all the 
petty cunning and the deceitfulness of the peasant, not less conspicuously 
than the peasant’s sturdy self-confidence and stubborn courage. ^ It was this 
trait in his character which made a real arrangement wdth him hopeless. 
We found little fault with him for being a hard bargainer ; but w’hen we dis- 
covered that we could not trust him to keep a bargain, a collision became 
inevitable. His unreceptive mind was closea both to the teJaching of facts 
and to the advice tendered to him by Europeans who could not be suspected 
of any sympathy with English ambitions. He would not, and indeed pro- 
bably could not, see that the Uitlanders had rights. He hated progress, and 
there w\as progress at his gates. He would have liked to get rid of it, except 
in so far as it brought untold wealth to the Boer oligarcny, but as he could 
not get rid of it, he resolved to keep it dowm.” 

Mr. J. A. Hobson,”* the well-known English economic author and 
journalist, writing on the eve of the war, said: “Of Mr. Kruger’s actual 
power it is hard to judge* but I am convinced of this — ^there is no strong 
man in or out of the rand who could really stand up against the president, 
or could rally a powerful party against him in a national emergency.” He 
expresses it as his conviction that the majority would have acquiesced in 
almost any decision, and have endorsed almost any concessions he might 
have made.® 


. THE CRISIS OF 1899 

A state of extreme diplomatic tension lasted all the summer. It was not 
then realised either by the public or the government how seriously and with 
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what considerable justification the Boers believed in their ability, if necessary, 
to sweep the English “ into the sea.” President Kruger had every expectation 
of lai^ge reinforcements from the Dutch in the two Bntish colonies; he believed 
that, whatever happened, Europe would not allow Boer independence to be 
destroyed; and he had assured himself of the adhesion of the Orange Free 
State, though it was not till the very last moment that President Steyn for- 
mally notified Sir Alfred Milner of this fact. In England, on the other hand, 
it was thought by most people that if a firm enough attitude were adopted Mr. 
Kruger would “climb down.” Negotiations could only bring the conflict a 
little nearer, delay it a little longer, or supply an opportunity to either side to 
justify its action in the eyes of the world. 

The persistent attempt of the South African Republic to assert its full 
independence, culminating in a formal denial of British suzerainty, made it 
additionally incumbent on Great Britain to carry its point as to the IJitlander 
grievances, while, from Kruger’s point of view, the admission of the Uitlanders 
to real political rights meant the doom of his oligarchical regime, and appeared 
in the light of a direct menace to Boer supremacy. The franchise, again, was 
an internal affair, in which the convention gave Great Britain no right to inter- 
fere, while if Great Britain relied on certain definite breaches of the convention, 
satisfaction for which was sought in the first place in such a guarantee of 
amendment as the IJitlander franchise would involve, the Boer answer was 
an off^r of arbitration, a course which Great Britain could not accept without 
admitting the South African Republic to the position of an equal. 

After July the tactics of the Boer executive were simply directed towards 
putting off a crisis till the beginning of October, when the grass would be 
growing on the veldt, and meanwhile towards doing all they could in their 
despatches to put the blame on Great Britain. At last they drafted on 
September 27th, an ultimatum to the British government. But although 
ready drafted, many circumstances conspired to delay its presentation. Mean- 
while, the British war office began to wake up, and early in h^ptember the 
cabinet sanctioned the despatch to Natal from India of a mixed force, five 
thousand six hundred strong, while two battalions were ordered to South 
Africa from the Mediterranean. Sir George White was nominated to the 
chief command of the forces in Natal, and sailed on September 16th, while 
active preparations were set on foot in England to prepare against the neces- 
sity of despatching an army corps to Cape Town, in which case the chief com- 
mand was to be vested in Sir Red vers Duller. Fortunately for Great Britain, 
although the draft of the ultimatum was lying in the state secretary’s office in 
Pretoria, the Boers, unprepared in departmental arningements which are 
necessary in large militarj’- operations, were unable to take the field with the 
promptitude that the situation demanded. They consequently forfeited many 
of the advantages of the initiative. Thus it hapi)ened that, while the ulti- 
matum remained undelivered in Pretoria, the British government were able, 
if not to render their line of resistance secure, at least to prop it with sufficient 
reinforcements to enable it to defeat the crowning object of the Boer invasion 
of Natal — the capture of Pietermaritzburg and Durban. 

The military strength of the two republics was practically an unknown 
quantity. It was certain that, since the troublous times of 1896, the Trans- 
vaal had greatly increased its armaments; but at their best, except by a very 
few, the Boers were looked upon by English military experts as a disorganised 
rabble, which, while containing many individual first-class marksmen, would 
be incapable of maintaining a prolonged resistance against a disciplined army. 
As was to be subsequently shown, the hostilities were not confined to oppo- 
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dtioii from the fitting strength of the two little republics alone; the British 
had to face Dutch opposition m their own colonieB, and it was only the apathy 
and caution of the &uth African Dutch, taken as a whole, which saved tha 
empire from disaster. Tbie total fighting strength of Boer republics was 
probably never more than sixty thousand men, and of these it is doubtful if 
at any ^riod of the war there were more than thirty-six thousand in the field 
at the same time. 

But the fact that it was to a large extent a struggle with a nation in arms 
doubled the numbers of the force that the Transvaal executive was able to 
draw uTOn, while to this may be added the not insignificant total of ten thou- 
sand Uitlanders and foreigners, and fifteen thousand Kaffirs, employed in 
menial duties attendant upon military operations. Of this force only a 
microscopic projportion was permanent and disciplined. At the outbreak of 
war the disciplmed forces in the Transvaal were the South African Republic 
police, about one hundred and forty strong, with twenty officers; the Swaci- 
land [Dolice, four hundred strong; and the Staats artillery, which, when the 
reservists were called up in mobilisation for war, numbered about eight hunr 
dred men. The permanent forces of the Orange Free State simply consisted 
of an artillery corps, at the most four himdred strong. For the rest, the bulk 
of the Dutch levies were organised on the burgher system — that b, each 
district was furnished with a commandant, who had under him fiel^vcomets 
and assistant field-comets, who administered the fighting capacity of the 
district. Each field-comet, who, with the commandant, was a paid official 
of the state, was responsible for the arms, equipment, and attendance of hb 
commando — the commando* being the tactical as well as the adminbtrative 
unit; any number of commandoes might be grouped under one commandant. 
The supreme military control was vested in the commandant-general. 


THE ULTIMATUM 

The plan of campaign which found favour with the Boers, when they 
determined to put their differences with Great Britain to the test by the^rdem 
of the sword, was to attack all the principal Britbh towns ^jacent to then- 
own borders; at the same time to despatch a field army of ^e necessary 
dimensions to invade and reduce Natal, where the largest Britbh garrbon 
existed. It b not too much to suppose that the executive in Pretoria had 
calculated that the occupation of Durban would inspire the entire Dutch nation 
with a spirit of unanimity which would eventually wrest South Africa from 
the British. On paper the scheme had everything to recommend it, as the 
expedient most likely to bring about the desired end. But the departmental 

[' General De Wet * in his Three Teare' War thus explains the commando law as it existed 
in the Orange Free State in 18M : It stipalated that every burgher between the am of sixteen 
and sixty must be prepared to fight for nis country at any moment ; and that, if required for 
active service, he must provide himself with a ridin^horse, saddle, and bridle, with a rifle and 
thirty cartridges, or if he were unable to obtain a rme, he must bring with him tjUr^ bullets, 
thirty caps, and half a pound of powder ; in addition he must be provisioned for eight days. 
That there should have been an alternative to the rifle was due to the fact that the law was 
made at a time when only a few burghers possessed breech-loading rifle^ aehterlaaiere, as we 
call them. With reference to the provisions the law did not specify their quality or quantiigr, 
but there was an unwritten but strictly observed rule amonnt the burghers that tbev should 
consist of meat cut in strips, salted, peppered, and dried, or else of sausam and * Boer biscuits ' 
— small loaves manufactured of flour, with fermented raisins instead of yeast, and twice 
baked. With regard to quantity, each burgher had to make his own estimate of the amount 
he would require lor eight days.'^ 
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executive could not push off the Natal invading force as early as h^ been 
anticipated, and it was not until October 9th that the ultimatum was pre- 
sented to Mr. Cunyngham Green, the British agent at Pretoria. This ulti- 
matum showed clearly that the Boer government had determined long before 
to put their differences to the final test of arms, and that the later negotiations 
had but served to cover the warlike preparations which were in lumd. The 
scheduled demands were as follows: 

(1) That all points of mutual difference shall be regulated by the friendly 
course of arbitration, or by whatever amicable way may be agreed upon by 
the government with her majesty’s government. (2) That the troops on the 
borders of this republic shall be instantly withdrawn. (3) That all reinforce- 
ments of troops which have arrived in South Africa since the 1st of June, 1899. 
shall be removed from South Africa within a reasonable time, to be agreed 
upon with this government, and with a mutual assurance and guarantee on 
tne part of this government that no attack upon or hostilities against any 
portion of the possessions of the British government shall be made by the 
republic during further negotiations within a period of time to be subsequently 
tLgreed upon between the governments, and this government will, on com- 
pliance therewith, be prepared to withdraw the armed burghers of this repub- 
lic from the borders. (4) That her majesty’s troops now on the high seas shall 
not be landed in any part of South Africa.” 

To these demands the Transvaal government required an answer within 
forty-eight hours. There could be only one reply, and on Wednesday, October 
11th, 1899, at five o’clock p. m., a state of war existed between the British 
government and the two Boer republics. On the following day the Boer 
attack on an armoured train at Kraaipan, on the western frontier of the Traas- 
vaal, witnessed the first hostile shot of a bloody war, destined to plunge South 
Africa into strife for two years and a half. 


STAGES OF THE WAR 

For the pu^oses of history the South African campaign may be conven- 
iently divided into five distinct periods. The first of these would be the suc- 
cessful Boer invasion of British territory, terminating with the relief of Lady- 
smith on February 28th; the second, the period of Boer-organised resistance, 
which may be said to have finished with Lord Roberts’ formal annexation of 
the Transvaal on October 25th, 1900, and the flight of ex-President Kruger to 
Holland. The next period, the most unsatisfactory of the whole war, may be 
characterised as a period of transition; it marks the opening of earnest guerilla 
resistance on the part of the enemy, and uncertaiix casting about on the part 
of the British for a definite system with which to grapple with an unforeseen 
development. This phase may rightly be said to have continued until the 
abortive Middelburg negotiations were broken off on March 16th, 1901. The 
next stage was that which saw the slow building up of the blockhouse system 
and the institution of small punitive columns, and may be considered to have 
extended until the close of 1901. The fifth and last period — which, after all 
other expedients had failed, finally brought the residue of uncaptured and 
unsurrendered burghers to submission — was the final development of the 
blockhouse system, wedded to the institution of systematic 'driving” of 
given areas, which operations were in force until May 31st, 1902, the date upon 
which a peace was ratified at Pretoria between Lord Kitchener and the repre- 
sentative Boer leaders. 
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THE WAR IN NATAL 

The first of these periods saw the severest %hting of the campaign. It 
opened with the investment of Mafeking by a &ansvaal force under A. P. 
CronjC; the envelopment of Kimberley by Free State commandoes under 
General Wessels, and on November 1st the complete bolation of the bulk of 
the Natal field force, in Ladysmith, by the main federal army under the Com- 
mandant-General Piet Joubert. Tbe Natal field force, however, did not sul> 
mit to investment without a struggle; and before the enemy finally cut the 
communication with the south, portions of Sir George White’s force had fought 
four considerable actions with the invading army. The first two of these were 
of the nature of British successes. On October 20th the detached brigade at 
Talana drove back the Boer left under Lucas Meyer. But this superiority was 
bought at a price which nullified many of the results of victory. General Sir 
W. Penn Symons, the British officer in command, was mortally wounded, and 
after losing half its mounted men as prisoners and two hundred and twenty-six 
officers and men killed and wounded, the brigade only escaped being enveloped 
by beating a masterly retreat upon Ladysmith, where it arrived in a very 
exhausted state on October 26th. In the meantime Sir George WTiite had 
taken the aggressive, and hearing on October 20th that an advance guard 
under General Kock had occupied Elandslaagte, and placed itself athwart the 
direct communications of General Symons’ force, he detached a force of all 
arms under Major-General French, and defeated Kock after a sanguinary 
engagement on October 21st (British losses, two hundred and fifty-eight all 
ranks killed and wounded). Three days later Sir George Wliite fought a 
second engfigement against the enemy advancing from the north at Tintwa 
Inyoni, in order to cover the retirement of the Dundee force. It was an 
inconsequent action, which cost the Natal field force one hundred and eighteen 
casualties, the majority of which occurred in the Gloucestershire regiment. 
By October 29th Joubert’s army had practically enveloped Ladysmith, and 
Sir George White determined to strike a blow in force which should be decisive 
in effect. The result of this decision was the battle of Lombard’s Kop, outside 
Lad 3 ^mith, in which the whole of Sir George White’s available garrison was 
engaged. Tlie engagement was disastrous to the British, who had under- 
taken far too comprehensive an attack, and the Natal field force was obliged 
to fall back upon Ladysmith, with the loss of fifteen hundred men in c^ual- 
ties, including the headquarters of the Gloucestershire and Royal Irish fusiliers, 
which surrendered to the Free Staters and Johannesburg zarps at Nicholson’s 
Nek. From that day the r61e of the Natal field force was changed from that 
of a hostile field army into the defence of a standard on a hill, and two days 
later it was completely isolated, but not before General French had succeeded 
in escaping south by train, and the naval authorities had been induced by Sir 
George White’s urgent appeals to send into the town a naval brigade with a 
few guns of sufficient range and calibre to cope with the heavy position artil- 
lery which Joubert was now able to bring into action against the to\|5n. 

GENERAL BULLER’s ARRIVAL 

General Sir Redvers Buller, who had been given the supreme coimnand in 
South Africa as soon as it was perceived that war was the only solution to the 
South African trouble — his force being an army corps in three^ divisions, the 
divisional generals being Lord Methuen, Sir W. Gatacre, and Sir W. Clery — 

H. w. — VOL. ZZll. Z 
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arrived in Cam Town, ahead of lus troops, cm the day following the final bid 
of Sir George White’s armv. The situate which presented itsw was delicate 
in the extreme. In Natal practically the whole of the available defence force 
was swallowed up by the steady success of the invasion; on the western frontier 
two important British towns were isolated and besieged; and feckral com- 
mandoes were on the point of invading Cape Colony, which, as far as its Dutch 
population was concerned, seemed in peril of rebellion. The army corps, which 
had been mobolised for war, was about to arrive in South Africa; but it was 
evident that the exigencies of the situation, and the widely divided areas of 
invasion, would for the time being place in abeyance the original plan which 
had been formulated for an invasion of the Orange Free state from C^pe 
Colony on three parallel lines. 

The first duty was to effect the relief of the British forces which had been 
rendered immobile, and to do this Sir Redvers BuUer had no choice but to dis- 
integrate the army corps. Hildyard’s and Barton’s brigades were sent to 
Natal; Sir William Gatacre, with a brigade instead of a division, was des- 
patched to Queenstown, Cape Colony; while Lord Methuen, with a division, 
was sent off at breathless pace to relieve Kimberley. As November wore on, 
the situation did not improve. Cape Colony was invaded in earnest; while in 
Natal a fi 3 dng column of Boers, pushing down from the Tugela, not only cap- 
tured an armoured train, but for a short time isolated Hildyard’s forces con- 
centrating at Estcourt. The situation in Natal seemed so serious that on 
November 22nd Sir Redvers Buller suddenly disappeared from Cape Town, 
to arrive in Natal three days later. 

LORD Methuen’s advance 

In the meantime Lord Methuen, with characteristic energy, had com- 
menced his march to the rehef of Kimberley./ He encountered the Boers 
first at Belmont on the 23rd, in much inferior numbers to th^British, to be 
flure, but strongly intrenched behind a ridge of nigged, crag-topped kopjes. 
T^jamst this position in the early morning the British advanced to the attack, 
"^ey were in a fierce humour,” writes Conan Doyle,^ “for they had not 
breakfasted, a^d military histo^ from ^incourt to Talavera shows that want 
o£ fopd makes a dangerous spirit in British troops.” An instance is given of 
tbc way in which this spirit manifested itself in the gruff humour of a 
Northumberland fusilier, finding vent in words more emphatic than elo- 
quent, against a staff officer who pranced before the line.” When the troops 
were allowed to advance, they drove the enemy before them at the point of 
the bayonet. This feature of the advance has peculiar interest in tne light 
of the criticisms of certain tacticians according to whom the bayonet as an 
instrument of practical use in warfare had l^en rendered obsolete by tihe 
modem quick-firing gun. Theoretically it would seem as if a bayonet chafge 
could scarcely hope to succeed against modem arms ; yet in practice here, as 
in so many other cases, what seemed impossible was really effected. It would 
appear, liowever, that the Boers retired without great loss ; and two days later 
they met the British advance at Enslin. The British carried their stronghold, 
but with the loss of almost half the force engaged. Doyle characterises it 
as a second expensive victory ; but he admits t^t it h^ cleared the way 
for another stage towards Eimberl^.^ 

By the night of the 27th Lord M^i^huen's columns had almost reached the 
Mod^ river. They were started in motion early the next morning with the 
promise that they eould have their breakfast as soon as they reached the river 
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eage^ advanc^ towaid &e green liver banks where they oiiiiai^ toetgay 
the breakfast that had been promised them. The resulting imrise has been 
gmphioally piotured by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, •» who tdOs now the amy 
swwt eager^ onward until well within the fatal hre zone, quite regaidleBB 
of danger ; then there suddenly blazed out upon them " four miles of lifles, 
cannon, and machine g[uns.” From general to private they realised that 
they had walked unwittingly into the midst of the enemy. 

^e scene was t 3 rpioar of Boer warfare conducted under oondsdons of 
the Boers* choosing. All about the army lay a seemingly serene landscape, 
quite deserted of men. So far as the eye could judge, neither fnexMi nor roe 
was within range of voice or gun. There was nere and there a fladi and 
sparkle of flame, but not even smoke to point out the location of the enemy's 
trenches. Yet the air resounded with the crack of rifles and the ** numfinant 
^loop-plooping* of the automatic quick-firer.** Doyle relates how the Scots 
Guards with its Maxim was caught m the " steel-blizzard ** of the quick«fireri 
with its flying strings of walnut-sized shells, and how the men were annflii* 
lated and the gun destroyed in an instant. Meantime the air hummed 
and throbbed with rifle bullets and the sand spattered from the shower of 
missiles. Simulating the tactics of the enemy, the British soldiers fell upon 
th^ faces and sought such cover as they could find — and little enot^n it 
was. They would not retire, yet they could not by any possibility advance 
under so withering a fire. As for retaliation, there was nothing for them to 
fire at — at the very most, an occasional head or hand raised above a trench 
or from behind a stone at a distance of seven or eight hundred yards. Even 
had each soldier been as skilful a marksman as the best of the Boers, it would 
have been futile to hope that their guns could make a significant gap in 
the ranks of the enemy.® 

Cavalry and infantry were alike useless in the face of such a resistance, and 
the battle resolved itself soon into an artillery duel. The British, reinforced 
by the timely arrival of the 62nd Field Batteiy, which had oeme thirty-two 
miles over unknown roads in the night time in the space of eight hours, at 
length began to silence the Boer guns. Later in the afternoon a part of the 
9th brigade succeeded in crossing the river higher up, and as troop after troop 
dashed through the water and gained the other bank, the Boers realised that 
the British had turned their right flank, and that the tide of battle had set 
in against them. Critics of the battle are severe on Lord Methuen for his 
attempts earlier in the day to cross the river in the face of the deadly Boer fire, 
but his personal gallantry was highly commendable. When the Boers at 
length abandoned their resistance and withdrew from their rifle pits under 
cover of darkness, the British loss had reached five hundred killed and wounded, 
among the latter being their commander.® 

Lord Methuen now foimd that his force had exhausted its forward mom^« 
tum, and that other than heroic tactics would have to be employed to raise 
the siege of Kimberley. 

The extent of the operations and the gravity of the situation now began to 
be felt in England, every available man was called up from the reserves, 
the war office made what at the time appeared to be adequate provision for w 
waste vrhich it was seen would occur m a war under modem conditions. On 
November flOth the mobilisation of a sixth division was ordered, offers of 
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colonial aid were accepted, and eveiy facility provided for local recruiting in 
the South African ports. All through the early weeks of December confi- 
dence was considerably restored. Buber was arranging for the relief of Lady- 
smith, which had already shown its spirit by two successful sorties to the 
besiegers’ batteries. In every theatre the British strength was consolidating. 
But the full significance of British incapacity to cope with the situation pre- 
sented by these two small nations in arms had not yet been appreciated. The 
confidence restored by the lull during the early part of December was destined 
to be roughly shattered./ 

STORMBERG AND MAGERBFONTEIN 

General Gatacre, commanding in the northern parts of Cape Colony had 
advanced to within thirty miles of Stormberg, where the Boers had occupied 
a strong position. Determining to break if he could the Boers’ hold on the 
Cape Dutch, he advanced against Stormberg on December 9th, with a force of 
about three thousand men. By a forced night march he reached the place 
about dawn on the following morning, and before he realised his proximity to 
the enemy, his tired force was beset in front and on both flanks by a galling 
fire from the hidden Boers. Instead of attempting to extricate themselves 
the British threw themselves forward in a confused, disorganised mass on their 
opponents. The British artillery was useless against the riflemen scattered 
among the sheltering crags. Finally, when to retreat was as dangerous as to 
advance, an attempt was made to withdraw. A part of the infantry in the 
front column were surrounded and captured. All military formation was at 
an end, and the troops, thoroughly demoralised, struggled back as best they 
might. 

The loss in killed and wounded was not great, but upward of seven hundred 
prisoners were left in the Boers’ hands. The disastrous result was due prima- 
rily to the undue strain Gatacre had put upon his troops, and tfce shock of the 
sunrise; but, making all allowances, the failure, according to competent 
critics, was greater than it should have been. The British fell back the next 
day to Steikstroom, but the Boers, victors at Stormberg, largely disorganised 
Cape Dutch, ^ere in no position to follow up their success. 

On the night of the day following Gatacre’s fatal rout at Stormberg, Lord 
Methuen, who had continued his advance from the Modder river, met an even 
more disastrous repulse in his attempt to storm the rocky heights at Magers- 
fontein. Cronje had been reinforced until he had eight thousand men at his 
disposal and his position was the strongest he had yet occupied. The British, 
as usual apparently forgetful of the awful lessons they should have learned, 
advanced through the darkness in a drizzling rain, the Highland brigade in 
the lead. As at Stormberg they were assailed by a deadly fire before they 
realised their nearness to the enemy. Again we quote from Conan Doyle’s 
spirited story of the fight: 

‘‘The storm of lead burst upon the head and right flank of the colunm, 
which broke to pieces under the murderous volley. Wauchope (the Highland 
cfimmander) was shot, struggled up, and fell once more forever. Men went 
down in swathes, and a ho^ of r^e and agony, heard afar over the veldt, 
swdbd upon the frantic and struggling crowd. By the hundred they dropped 
some dead, some wounded, some Imocked down by the rush and sway of 
the broken ranks. A few dashed forward and were found at the very e^s 
of the trench.’* To stand their ground in the face of such a fire was impossible 
and the remnante of the brigade fell backward upon the main oolunm. 
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By sunrise Lord Methuen had succeeded in reforming his broken lines, 
and tike battle resolved itself into another Modder river. ^ attempt to turn 
the British right flank was gallantly defeated by the Coldstream Guards but 
wil^ the close of day Lord Methuen made up his mind that a further attempt 
to carry the heists was useless and dejectedly withdrew to his former camp at 
Modder river, ^e dav*s fighting had cost the British upward of a thousand 
men in killed, wounded, and missmg, the losses of the Highland brigade alone 
reaching seven hundred. “ Never says one writer “had Scotland had a 
more grievous day than this of Magersfontein. It may be doubted if any 
single oattle has ever put so many families of high and low into mourning 
from the Tweed to the Caithness shore.^ « 

But even the defeat at Magersfontein, the British thought, could be suf- 
fered with equanimity, since Biidler was about to bring his own force into play, 
and Buller, it was confidently supposed, would not fail. He had collected at 
Chievely in Natal a brigade of mounted men, four brigades of infantry (gen- 
erals Lyttelton, Hart, Barton, and Hildyard), and two brigade divisions of 
artillery, and he carried with him the trust alike of the army and the nation. / 


COLENBO 

Sir George White had been thrust back into Ladysmith on October 30th. 
On Novemt^r 2nd telegraphic communication had been interrupted. On the 
day following the railway line was cut. Buller had arrived in Natal on 
November 25th, and by December 15th was ready to advance upon the enemy 
who under their vigilant young commander, Louis Botha, lay strongly in- 
trenched along the Tugela. The task before the British was a severe one, but 
neither generd nor private soldier seems to have had the least misgivings as to 
its success. 

BuUer^s plan called for a simple frontal attack. The troops were to be 
thrown across the river at two points, the main column at Colenso bridge, the 
Irish brigade three miles below at Bridle Drift. It was the stoiy of Modder 
river and Stormberg and Magersfontein over again. The Irish troops in 
quarter column, unable to find the ford, were exposed to a withering fire 
while hunting for a place to cross, and lost all regimental foilnation. Tliey 
bravely held their position for five hours, exposed to the Boer fire in front, and 
to the misdirected shells of British guns in the rear. At length relief came in 
the order to retire, but not until between five and six hundred of them had 
fallen. “ It is superfluous,” says a critic, “ to point out that the same old omis- 
sions were responsible for the same old results. Why were the men in quarter 
columns when advancing against an unseen foe? Wliy had no scouts gone 
forward to be certain of the position of the foe? Wliere were the skirmisners 
who should have preceded such an advance?” 

In the mean time Hildyard’s English brigade had advanced upon ^lenso 
and, with the loss of some two hundred men, had succeeded in reaching the 
station. Their more open formation alone kept their losses from being as 
heavy as those suffered by the Irish. While this was going on the two neld 
batteries which were to cover the British advance had recklessly been wheeled 
forward and unlimbered in an exposed position within a thousand yards of the 
Boer line where officers, gunners, and troops were practically exterminated by 
the Boer fire. A brilliant and heroic attempt to save the guns was only par- 
tially successful, and the greater part of them fell into the Boers' han<^. 
attaek of Dundonald's mounted colonials on the extreme left was likewise 
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repulsed, wbereupon BuUer gave m liis attempt and withdrew his shattered 
forces from the fatal field. The Eritii^ loss approximated eleven hundred 
men and ten guns.<^ 

The full nature of the failure was not realised by the British public, nor the 
spirit in which the general had received the finding of fortune. How he had 
lost heart, and actually su^ested the surrender of Ladysmith, was only 
known to them later, but the cabinet knew, and in the face of the serious 
situation thus created the cabinet took strong action. They appointed Field- 
Marshal Lord Roberts, V.C., to the supreme command in South Africa, with 
Lord Kitchener as his chief of the staff. A wave of military enthusiasm shook 
the empire, and as the final requisition for mobilising a seventh division prac- 
tically drained the mother country of trained men, a scheme for the employ- 
ment of amateur soldiers was formulated, resulting in the imperial yeomanry 
and volunteer” movement, which proved one of the most striking features of 
the South African campai^«. Pending the arrival of Lord Roberts and rein- 
forcements, the situation in South Africa remained at a deadlock: the three 
besieged towns — Mafeking, Kimberley, Ladysmith — still held their own, 
but no headway was made by the relief columns; all they could do was to 
stand on the defensive. The only bright spot, as far as the British were con- 
cerned, was to be found in northern Cape Colony, where General French, with 
two avaliy brigades and a scratch force, was able, by a magnificent display of 
0trate^, to keep at arm's length a superior force of the enemy, over a front of 
. thirty miles in the vicinity of Colesbeig. General French's achievements dur- 

this phase of the war were the more noteworthy since he had pitted against 
hmi the military skill of both De la Rey and De Wet, two of the three men of 
military genius produced by the war on the Boer side. On January 6th the 
Boers m Natal made a desperate attempt to reduce Ladysmith by storm. 
The garrison, already weakened by privation and sickness, made a stubborn 
resistance, and after one of the most sanguinary engagements of the war, at 
'Caesar's Camp and Wagon Hill, the garrison repulsed the attaok with severe 
loss to the enemy, itself having five hundred casualties, including Lord Ava, 
the eldest son of the marquis of Dufferin. 

When Lord Roberts arrived in Cape Town on January 10th, 1900, three 
garrison towns were still invested, and the relieving forces were still main- 
taining their rdle of passive resistance. The commander-in-chief's first duty 
was to create out of the tangle of units in Cape Colony a field army capable of 
advancing into the enemy’s country via the Orange Free State./ 


BPION KOP 

Nearly a month had elasped since Buller's disastrous frontal attack on 
Colenso. Meantime he had reorcanised his army and had been reinforced by 
Sir Charles Warren’s division. His force then amounted to nineteen thousand 
infantiy and three thousand cavaliy, and he had sixty guns. He still held the 
confidence of his troop who were eager to be led forward to the relief of their 
comrades in Ladysmith. Therefore on January 10, 1900, he moved out to 
attempt a flank attack on the Boers along the Tugela. On the 17th, by an 
exeellently planned and well carried out movement, he created a diversion by 
a feigned attempt to cross the river at Potgeiter’s Drift, fifteen miles west of 
Colenso, while at the same time he actually crossed with the greater part of his 
army five mUes further west. Save for the fact that they were across the 
river however the Britudi advantage was not great for they were further from 
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Ladysmith than they had been, and right in their path loomed im a lofty 
plateau ^th the high peak of Spion Kop forming one comer of it. Upon tme 
plateau Botha had ram^ his forces behind hastily constructed earth works. 
Agmnst tins position Buller advanced. For five days the BritL^ line cau- 
ti^udy and slowly pushed itself forward to the foot of the p^tean, fitting as it 
adrvanced. On the ni^t of January 22Dd a force of Brrtish uncfer Q^eral 
Woodgate and Colonel Thomeycroft stealing up through the darlmess occupied 
Spion Kop which th^ found all but unoccupied.® 

Next morning General Wood^te was severely wounded, and, in 
Churchill’s 0 words, ‘‘Sir Redvers Buller then took the extreme step of 
appointing Major Thomeycroft — already only a local lieutenant*oolonel — local 
bngadier-general commanding on the summit of Spion Kop.” Colonel 
Thomeycroft gives a more detailed account of the incidents that led to 
this promotion. He explains that after General Woodgate was wounded 
early in the action, the command was assumed by Colonel Blomfiald, but 
that this officer also, a little later, was incapacitated. Up to this time 
Thomeycroft had been directing the movements of the mounted infantry, 
sending out reinforcements to the firing line, and it was while thus occupied 
that word was sent to him that General Sir C. Warren had heliographed the 
order putting him in command of the forces. The account of the pro- 
ceedings of the day may be given in the words of Colonel Thomeycroft 
himself.® “ At 9 p.m.,” he says, “ we started to march to the top of Spion 
Kop. As the front broadened I got the Thomeycroft’s mounted inJTantry 
into line across the hill, and the remainder followed in successive lines 
up the last slope, when we were suddenly challenged. I had ordered the 
men to lie down when challenged; they did so. The Boers opened fire 
from magazines. When I thou^t that they had emptied their magazines 
1 gave the order to charge, and the whole line advanced at the doume and 
carried the cfcst-line at 4 A.M., when I halted and re-formed the lino. There 
was a mist on the hill, and it was difficult to get the exact crest-line for a 
good field of fire, and the boulders made it difficult to dig, but we made a 
rough trench and breastwork. At 4.30 a few Boers came up imd began 
firing. The men lined the trench, but the picquets in front replied to the 
fire, and firing ceased for a time. The Boers then returned with strong 
.reinforcements from their camp, which lay concealed in a hollow on the side 
of the hiU ; we sent out men in front to enable them to get a better field of 
fire; the mist rose about 8 a.m., when the rifio fire on Doth sides became 
heavy, and the Boers opened fire from three guns and a Maxim-NordenfelU 
The shrapnel fire was very accurate, sweeping the whole plateau. 1 sent out 
more men to the flanks as the Boers were working round, and the replacing 
of casualties gradually absorbed all the men of the force. The firing became 
hotter on bom sides. The Boers closed in on the right and centre. Some 
men at right end of trench got up and put up their hands ; three or four 
Boers came out and signalled their comrades to advance. 1 was the only 
officer in the trench on the left, and I got up and shouted to the leader of 
the Boers that 1 was the commandant, and that there was no surrei^er. I 
called on all men to follow me, #id retired to some rocks. On reaching the 
rocks I saw a company of the Middlesex regiment advancii^; I collected 
them up to the rocks, and ordered all to advance again. This the men did, 
and we reoocupied the trench and crest-line in front.”!’ 

But Thomeycroft, dreading to expose his men to another such day of 
death, gave the order to evacuate the hill, and in the morning Botha reoocu- 
pied the bloody peak. Buller, having lost in all over two thousand men since 
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he had crossed the Tugela, determined to try for an easier line of advance else- 
where, and M back with his defeated army to the other side of the river .<» 

RELIEF OF KIMBERLEY AND BATTLE OF PAARDEBERQ 

By February 1st Lord Roberts had begun to feel his way, and on February 
3rd he ordered a demonstration against the right of the Boer position at 
Spytfontein to Koodoosberg to cover the withdrawal of General French and 
the cava^ from before Colesberg, and the concentration of his army at 
Modder river. In spite of another set-back in Natal to Sir Red vers BuUer, 
who had essayed a third attempt to relieve Ladysmith on February 5th and 
failed to make good the purchase which he secured across the Tugela, Lord 
Roberts matured his plans, and, arriving at Modder river on February 9th, 
he set his operations in motion two days later by detaching French to the 
relief of Kimberley. 

On the 15th of February, French at the head of his cavalry galloped into 
Kimberley, spreading dismay through the ranks of the burghers under Cronje, 
who vacated the Spytfontein positions on the night of the 15th, and retreated 
along the line of the Modeler, crossing the front of the infantry division which 
was pushing up into the gap made by the cavalry advance. Lord Kitchener, 
who was with the infantry, at once sent the mounted infantry in pursuit and 
changed the direction of the infantry, sending word to French to bring his 
cavalry across to Koodoosrand drift. French, with that unfailing energy 
which is the true attribute of a cavalry leader, conformed to Kitchener’s 
urgent appeal, and on the 17th seized the hills above Paardeberg just in front 
of Cronje’s advance-guard. Thus checked, the pursuing infantry crashed into 
him on the 18th. Kitchener, who as chief of the staff issued orders, attempted 
to reduce Cronje, now in the river bed, by a coup de mainj which, though cost- 
ing over one thousand casualties, compressed Cronje into the confined area 
from which he was only to leave as a prisoner of war with four thousand of his 
men on February 27th, the anniversary of Majuba. 

RELIEF OF LADYSMITH AND CAPTURE OF BLOEMFONTEIN 

Lord Roberls’ bold plunge into the Free State had automatically relieved 
the pressure in front of Buller, who after desperate fighting was able to turn 
the left flank of Botha’s position at Colenso, and after ten days’ fighting to 
relieve Ladysmith on the 28th of February. Ladysmith had fared worst of 
all the beleaguered garrisons, and its twenty-two thousand inhabitants were 
almost at their last gasp when relief came. The casualties from shell fire had 
only been sixty-six, but those from sickness were many times as heavy as those 
by the chances of war. The relief had not been without a strain: Buffer’s 
operations had cost at Colenso twelve hundred men, at Spion Kop seventeen 
hundred men, at Vafdkranz four hundred, and now in the last long-drawn 
effort sixteen hundred more — over five thousand in all. But the tide of war 
had changed. The Natal invaders fell back to the mountains which enclose 
the north of the colony; Olivier and Schoeman retired from Cape Colony 
before Gatacre and Clements; and the presidents of the republics, realising 
that the British Empire was capable of more resistance than they had calcu- 
lated upon, put forward feelers aiming at the restoration of the status quo 
before the war. These proposals were rejected by Lord Salisbury: there 
could be no end now but a complete destruction of the Boer power. 

The surrender of Cronje and the relief of Ladysmith for the time being 
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paralvs^ the Boer resistance. Two half-hearted attempts were made on 
March 7th and 10th, at Poplar Grove and Driefontein, to stem Lord Roberts’ 
advance upon Bloemfontein, President Kruger himself arriving on the scene 
to give confidence to his burghers; but the demoraJisation was so great that 
neither the military genius of the few nor the personal influence of the president 
could bolster up an adequate resistance, and on March 13tk, 1900, Lord Ro^ 
erts’ army marched into the Free State capital. This great move of the field- 
marshars, accomplished in spite of the loss of a convoy which cut down his 
reserve supplies by two thirds, and only possible by reducing the ration of the 
fighting man to a minimum and by undertaking the almost unprecedented 
risks of changing the line of communication three times, was followed by a 
period of reaction. It was not until March 29th that the new railway com- 
munication recommenced to feed the army. In the meantime rebellion had 
broken out in the Prieska district of Cape Colony, which was promptly quelled 
by Lord Kitchener. The halt at Bloemfontein was marked by the publica- 
tion of proclamations, offering protection to the burghers, which, however, ^e 
invaders had not yet the power to fulfill. 

The enforced halt was unfortunate; it not only resulted in a bad outbreak 
of enteric, but it gave the Boers time to recuperate, and by the beginning of 
April they again took the initiative. The death of their commandant-general, 
Piet Joubert, on March 28th, seemed to mark a change in the fortunes of the 
republican army. Commandant De Wet, who had first come into prominence 
as the capturer of Lord Roberts’ convoy at Waterval, now added to his laurels 
by ambushing Broadwood’s mounted brigade at Sannah’s Post, just outside 
Bloemfontein, on March 31st, while four days later he reduced a detachment 
of Irish Rifles at Redersburg, and then went south and invested Colonel 
Dalgety and a mixed force at Wepener, which was relieved after ten days by 
General Hunter’s division, brought round to Aliwal North from Natal. 


MAFEKING AND FRETORIA 

These successes were not able to retard Lord Roberts’ progress. It took 
the field-marshal six weeks to reconstruct his plan of operations, and on May 
1st the grand army moved northwards upon the Transvaal capital. The 
main advance was taken with one cavalry and three infanti^ divisions (the 
cavalry commanded by French, and the infantry divisions by generals Tucker, 
Pole-Carew, and Ian Hamilton). Bundle’s division took the right of the 
advance; Methuen and Hunter, moving from Kimberley, formed the left. 
Kelly Kenny, Colvile, and Chermside held the communications based on 
Bloemfontein. A flying column detached from Hunter, under Mahon, in con- 
junction with Plumer from the north, relieved Mafeking (where Baden-Powell 
aroused world-wide enthusiasm by his resistance) on May 17th, the same day 
that the Natal field force under Buffer moved up into the Biggarsberg and 
occupied Dundee. On May 10th Lord Roberts had crossed the Zand river; 
on May 12th he entered Kroonstad. After a halt of eight days at Kroonstad, 
the grand army again moved forward and marched triumphantly, meeting 
but small resistance, without a halt into Johannesburg, which was occupied 
on May 31st, the Orange Free State having been formally annexed by procla- 
mation three days earlier. On May 30th President Kruger fled his capital 
with the state archives, taking up his residence at Waterval Boven on the 
Komati Poort line. But while the gold mines were now in the possession of 
the British, attacks were made on their line of communications by De Wet, 
who from this period oiganised a guerilla resistance which he maintained until 
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ihe end of tbMm. ^ On JvM SA Lord Roberts’ army occupied the capital of 
the Transvaal ptnotiaatty vrithout resistance, setting free about three thousand 
British ^isoners of war detuned there. 

It had been anticipated that the occupation of both the capitals would have 
brought the hostilities to a close, but this was not the case, and though after 
June 5th r^ular resistance was at an end, the occupation was met with two 
i^rs of almost unparalleled and unprecedented partisan warfare. On Jime 
8th ^ Redvers Duller forced his way over Alleman’s Nek, and on the follow- 
ing day occupied Lain^s Nek, while the field-marshal fought a more or less 
decisive action against Botha, De la Rey, and Kemp at Diamond Hill, twenty 
miles east of Pretoria. The pressure on the main communications was now 
so serious that a force was thrown back into the Orange River Colony under 
Hunter, which in co-operation with Rundle’s division accomplished the sur- 
render of Prinsloo with three thousand Free Staters in the Brandwater basin 
(July 29th). A week before this satisfactory result the field-marshal had 
initiated a movement from Pretoria to sweep down to Komati Poort on the 
Portuguese frontier, in which Duller, advancing from the south, was to co- 
operate. 

On August 26th-27th the combined forces engaged and defeated Botha at 
Daimanutha and Bergen dal, with the result that the enemy dispersed into the 
bush-veld north of the Middelburg railway. On August 30th the remainder 
of the British prisoners were released at Nooitgedacht. On September 6th 
BuUer occupied Lydenburg in the bush-veld, and five days later the aged 
pre^dent of the republic, fleeing his country, took refuge in Lorenzo Marques. 
On September 13th Barberton was occupied, and on the 25th the Guards 
brigade occupied Komati Poort, In October the military operations were 
confined to attempts to reduce guerilla commandoes which had taken the field. 
Mr. Kruger, deserting his countrymen, left for Europe in a Dutch man-of-war, 
and General Duller sailed for Europe. On the 25th of this month Lord Roberts 
fonnally annexed the Transvaal as an integral portion of the British Empire. 


GUERILLA warfare; KITCHENER’S CONCENTRATION POLICY 

In November there seemed to be evidences that the back of the trouble 
was broken, and the field-marshal, who had been appointed commander-in- 
chief at home, left South Africa, handing over the command of the army of 
occupation to Lord Kitchener. Then foDowed a long period of groping for a 
means to cope with the development of guerilla tactics, which for the next six 
months were at their zenith. The railway communications were constantly 
damaged, isolated posts and convoys captured, and the armed guerilla bands 
always seemed able to avoid contact with the regular columns sent in pursuit. 
Before the close of 1900 they scored several signal successes. De Wet cap- 
tured Dewetsdorp, Kemp defeated Clements in the Hekpoort valley, and 
disaffection broke out in Cape Colony to an alarming degree, while, as fore- 
runners of the promised invasion, scattered bodies of Free Staters crossed 
south of the Orange river to swell the i^bellion. Against this the British 
scored one success, namely, the severe handling of De Wet’s commando at 
Bothaville, when the gallant Le Gallais lost his life. The year closed badly, 
as the commandoes, imder the direct influence of Louis Botha, attacked the 
whole of the railway posts on the Middelburg railway and captured Helvetia, 
with its 4.7 gim, thou^ two attempts at invasion of Cape Colony in force haa 
been frustrated by the watchfulness of Charles Knox’s columns. Lord Kitdi* 
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ener called for more men, and on December fiSbd fiie'waiptiffifle amiouiioed that 

n thousand more mounted men would be dMpatd|iate tta seat of war. 

ith the opening of 1901 Lord Kitehaier tried ne# He with- 

drew all his detached garrisons except in the moat UnpcuMiit Mties, and set 
himself to make his railway communications perfectly secfUiiM^ ne determined 
to make the aroa of operations a waste, and instituted ^e concentration 
camps, into which he in^ded to bring the whole of the non-combatant inhab- 
itants of the two republics. He despatched French with a lai^e force to clear 
the southeastern districts of the Transvaal; and for the rest mamtained a force 
to watch De Wet, and organised a defence force in Cape Colony, while using 
the residue of his mounted men to sweep the country of stock, forage, and 
inhabitants. Althoi^h there were no great disasters, the new policy was not 
prolific in success. The enemy invariably dispersed before superior forces; 
and the removal of the women and children from the farms did not have the 
effect of disheartening the burghers as had been anticipated — it rather 
mended their vitality by relieving them of responsibility for their families’ 
welfare. On February 10th, De Wet, with five guns and three thousand men, 
carried out his promised invasion of Cape Colony. This invasion was a 
fiasco; by judicious use of the railway Kitchener concentrated sufficient troops 
in the colony to cope with the attempt, and, after being hunted from pillar to 
post for eighteen days, De Wet escaped back into the Orange River Colony 
with the loss of all his guns, munitions of war, and half his force. On March 
3rd De la Rey, the lion of the western Transvaal, essayed an attack upon Lich- 
tenburg, in which he was heavily repulsed. Signs of weakness were now 
apparent, and as a result Louis Botha, acting with the authority of Schalk 
Burger, the representative of President Kruger, opened negotiations with 
Ki teener. A meeting took place at Middelburg, Transvaal, on February 
28th. These negotiations, however, broke down, mainly over the treatment 
to be awarded to Cape rebels, 

THE BLOCKHOUSE SYSTEM 

The hostilities now entered upon a new phase. The establishment of a 
line of defensive posts between Bloemfontein and Ladybrand had given 
Kitchener an idea, and he resolved upon the scheme of partition of the theatre 
of war by chains of blockhouses. In the meantime, while these posts were 
under construction, the harrying of the guerillas by mobile columns was con- 
tinued. In March Babington captured three guns and six Maxims from 
De la Rey near Ventersdorp. In April Plumer occupied Pietersbuig, the last 
remaining seat of government open to the enemy. Rawlinson captured a 
laager and guns at Klerksdorp. In May matters had so far improved that 
municipal government was given to Johannesburg, and a certain number of 
mines were allowed to recommence operations. De la Rey was defeated by 
Dixon at Vlakfontein, after a desperate encounter. June brought little of 
moment, though the Boers scored two minor successes, Kritzinger capturing 
the village of Jamestown in Cape Colony, and Hindon reducing the camp of 
the Victorian M.I. at Wilmansrust. In July there were further evidences of 
weakness on the part of the Boers, and Botha applied for permission to com- 
municate with ex-President Kruger. This was flowed, but, as Mr. Kruger 
advised a continuance of the struggle, the slow course of the war continued. 
In the meantime, the concentration camps were becoming filled to overflowii^, 
and a steady stream of captures and surrenders was reducing the hoatile 
powOT of the republics. Chi JiUy 13th resident Steyn only escaped capture 
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the ex-president mA ia^nl|U|NL^ August^^ iApeirt«iUb«io^ ae in it 
Kitchener promulgated a prodfimation, foixnaUy nhmtn^ Boer leaders 
ivho should not surrender with permanent fiottth Africa: 

this proclamation, though supported by the home govemmeftt, unfortimately 
had very little effect. Kitchener also received letters from the Boer leaders, 
showing that they were still determined to keep the field. 

September showed some slight improvement in the situation in Cape 
Colony, when General (later Sir John) French was in supreme command. 
On the 6th, Scobell captured Lotter, who was subsequently executed for 
murder; thoi^h this was rather balanced a few days later by Smut’s attack 
on the 17th Lancers. Botha made a desperate effort to reinvade Natal, 
but his plans were rendered abortive by his failure to reduce the posts of 
Mount Prospect and Fort Itala, which he attacked on September 26th. 
De la Rey was also defeated in the west, in an attack upon Colonel Kekewich’s 
camp at Moedville. Desultory fighting continued till the close of the year, the 
balance of success being with the British, though on October 30th Colonel 
Benson’s column had b(^n defeated by Botha at Brakenlaagte, in the south- 
eastern Transvaal. Affairs again took an unsatisfactory turn in Cape Colony, 
and on October 8th the whole colony was placed under martial law. / 

The incidents of this period of the war consisted of the endless repetition 
of petty skirmishes. General De Wet^ gives a simple description of one 
of ^ese, which may serve as typical of many others. He tells how about 
a score of the British were reported to him as being installed on a kopje, 
and how he sent five men to secure positions from which an effective 
rifle-fire could bo made. The men divided, four of them climbing up at 
two diflerent points on one side, whilst their chief, a staff officer named 
Willem Pretonus, ascended by himself from the other side. A severe fire 
from the fort did not prevent them from obtaining their respective coigns 
of vantage, and the little company of Englishmen were obliged<to surrender. 
Do Wot not unnaturally speaks with pride of the c^ture of “ twenty 
prisoners and a like number of horses, saddles, bridles, rifles, and bandoliers, 
not to mention some three thousand cartridges," by a company of five 
burghers. Ho mentions, however, that a veldtcomet and twenty-five men 
in his own service had failed to accomplish what the smaller number of 
their comrades were able to effect. The incident gives a vivid impression 
of the character of primitive but effective warfare in which the Boers have 
so often seemed to excel.<K 

But in December matters improved, and General Bruce Hamilton’s 
column, by a series of night marches, practically blotted out the resistance 
in the eastern Transvaal. The corps of National Scouts (burghers who had 
come over) was inaugurated, and matters so far mended in Johannesbuig 
that the stock exchange reopened. By the end of the year the blockhouse 
^stem was complete, but this phase of the war was destined to close badly, 
as De Wet on Christmas Eve captured the whole of Colonel Firman’s Yeo- 
manry camp at Tweefontein, Orange River Colony. 

THE "DRIVES' 

With 1902 the last phase of this protracted struggle commenced. The 
blockhouse system was practically finished, and Kitchener determined upon 
a new means of harassing the enemy, who still had a total of about twenty- 
five thousand men in the field. But the blockhouses had already begun to 
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serve the puipose for which thef were derigned. In the past the mobUe 
columns, of which there were over sixty in the iSeld, bad always been bound 
to the railway for supply ; now convoys could be pushed jM^t to t^m along 
whatever blockhouse une they touched. 

During Janu^ and February this imtem was continaied with alternate 
successes and disasters. In March De la Rev performed a gallant feat of 
arms by capturing Paris’ column and Lord Methuen ; but the great drive 
in the western Transvaal proved to the Boers the futility of prolonging the 
struggle. On March 23d representatives came into Pretoria, six weeks were 
spent in negotiation, and then a monster meeting of delegate, under the 
presidency of Generd Kemp, was held at Vereenigmg. 

PEACE 

As a result of this conference a peace was ratified at Pretoria on May 31st, 
and the South African War was a history of the past. The terms of peace 
may be condensed into the following points: (1) surrender of all buighers 
in the field, with all arms and munitions of war; (2) all burghers duly declaring 
themselves subjects of King Edward VII to be repatriated; (3) no buighers 
who should surrender to be deprived of either their liberty or property; (4) 
no proceedings to be taken against burghers for any legitimate acts of war 
durmg the period of hostilities; (5) the Dutch language to be taught in public 
schools on the request of parents, and to be allowed in courts of law; (6) sport- 
ing rifles to be allowed upon the taking out of licences; (7) the military adminis- 
tration to be superseded by civil administration as soon as possible, the civil 
administration to lead up to self-government; (8) the question of te native 
franchise not to be considered until after the introduction of self-govern- 
ment; (9) landed property not to be subjected to any special tax to defray 
the cost of the war; (10) a commission to be formed to facilitate the repatria- 
tion of the burghers. A grant of £3,000,000 to be given as compensation for 
the destruction of farms. These terms were signed on behalf of the British 
government by Lord Milner and Lord Kitchener; on behalf of the Orange 
Free State by Messrs. J. Brebner, C. R. de Wet, C. Olivier, and Judge J. B. M. 
Hertzog; on behalf of the Transvaal government, by Messrs. S. W. Burger, 
F. W. Reitz, Louis Botha, J. H. De la Rey, Lucas Meyer, and Krogh. 

In the whole war the British lost 5,774 killed and 22,829 wounded, while 
the Boers lost about 4,000 killed. The number of Boer prisoners in the hands 
of the British at the end of the war was about 40,000. / 

The story of the Transvaal since the war can be told in few words. The 
work of repatriation proceeded rapidly, and a new government, consisting 
of an executive and legislative council, a simreme court, and a lieutenant- 
governor, all appointive, was established. In 1904 the home government 
decided that the time had come when an elective element could be intro- 
duced ; and in April, 1905, the draft of a new constitution was issued. 
Before this constitution, which did not concede full local government, was 
inaugurated, the liberal party came into control in England, and, much to the 
satisfaction of the Boers, announced that a responsible government would 
be established. Owing to the scarcity of labour for working the mines, an 
ordinance allowing the introduction of non-Europeans under contract was 
passed in 1904, and in the same year and in 1905 many thousands of Chinese 
were brought in. This policy aroused opposition, especially amoug the libe- 
rals in England, and the new liberal ministry suspended the introduction of 
these persons until the colony could decide upon tne question for itself.<^ 
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K4TAL 

The country which forms the colony of Natal was discovered by Vasco 
da Gama, who sighted the bluff headland at the entrance to the bay forming 
the present port at Durban, on Christmas Day in 1497. and so named the 
country Terra Natalis. From that date little is recorded until the survivors 
of the crew of the Dutch ship Stavenisse^ wrecked on the coast in 1686, gave 
their report of the country and its inhabitants. In 1721 the Dutch formed 
a settlement, but it was soon abandoned. Subsequently, about 1810, it would 
seem that Chaka, chief of the Amazulu, swept with his warriors through the 
whole of Natal and the adjoining territories, destroying all males, and making 
booty of the cattle and women. One tribe, the Amatuli, however, after 
offenng resistance to the invader, retreated into the dense biish near the bluff 
and were amongst the few aborigines when the British took possession of the 
country. In 1824 Lieutenant Farewell and about twenty companions landed 
in Natal with the view of colonising it, and for that purpose entered into a 
treaty with Chaka. Some four years after their arrival, however, Chaka 
was murdered by his brother Dingaan, and the settlement was broken up. 
In another British officer, Captain Allen Gardner, got permission from 
Dingaan to introduce missionaries mto the country, and at once formed the 
township of Durban, at the port where there were still a few English settlers. 
In 1837 several Dutch farmers made an exodus from the Cape Colony, and 
one of their leaders, Peter Retief, with the assistance of the reverend Mr. 
Owen, who had been for some time a resident missionary at Dingaan’s own 
head kraal, obtained from Dingaan a cession of the whole territory of Natal. 
Immediately after the conclusion of the treaty Retief and his followers were 
treacherously murdered, and the attempt was made to extirpate the Boers 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. The latter with their fire- 
arms eventually proved more than a match for their numeflfous assailants, 
and joining Mpanda, who had rebelled against his brother Dingaan, utterly 
routed Dingaan's army on the banks of the White Umvolozi m 1840, and 
drove him to the Ama^azi country, where he was shortly after assassinated. 
Natal became a British colony on August 8th, 1843, and, owing no doubt to 
the fame of the security and protection to be found under the British flag, 
laige accessions were at once made to the native population by refugees from 
the several surrounding tribes. Since 1843 the colony has made rapid progress ; 
the native tribes as a rule have been loyal, and, although occasional reports 
from Zululand have alarmed the colonists, it has very seldom been found 
necessaiT to send out the volunteer forces on rommando. Any tendency to 
insubordination on the part of the resident natives has always been quickly 
suppressed, and a spirit of disaffection has never become general. In 1879 
the colony became the base of operations against the Zulu king, and in 1881 
it was for a short time invaded by the Transvaal Boers in connection with the 
fating which arose out of the annexation of the Transvaal in 1877.^ 

At the conclusion of the first Boer War in 1881, the chief engagements of 
which were fought in the northern extremity of Natal, Sir Evelyn Wood was 
commander-in-chief of her majesty’s forces. He was also appointed for a 
short time administrator of Natel, and on his departure for England, after a 
final arrangement for the cession of the Transvaal, he was succeeded by 
Colonel (afterwards Sir Charles) Mitchell as administrator. In 1882 Sir 
Henry Bulwer was sent to Natal with the full title of governor, and in 1886 
was succeeded by Sir Arthur Havelock. The feeling of the cokmists after 
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the retrocession of the Transvaal was extremely bitter. The treaty of retro- 
cession was never regarded in Natal as anything but a surrender. 

The Zulu power which had always becm a menace to Natal as well as the 
Transvaal, was broken in 1879 by British forces. After the settlement intes- 
tme quarrels arose among the petty chiefs, and in 1883 some Transvaal Boers 
intervened, and subsequently, as a reward for the assistance'they had rendered 
to one of the combatants, demanded and annexed eight thousand square miles 
of country, which they styled the New Republic. A strong feeling was once 
more aroused in Natal. The New Republic was nevertheless allowed to 
remain, and in 1887 the British consented to the territory being incorporated 
with the Transvaal. 

In 1884 the discovery of gold in De Kaap Valley, and on Mr. Moodie’s 
farms in the Transvaal, caused a considerable rush of colonists from Natal 
to that country. Railways were stUi far from the Transvaal border, and 
Natal not only sent her own colonists to the new fields, but also offered the 
nearest route for prospectors from Cape Colony or from Europe. Durban 
was soon thronged; and Pietermaritzburg, which was then practically the 
terminus of the Natal railway, was the base from which nearly all the expedi- 
tions to the gold fields were fitted out. Two years later, in 1885, gold, was 
also discovered at the Witwatersrand, and the tide of trade which haa already 
set in with the Transvaal steadily increased. 

For many years Sir Jolm Robinson led a party in Natal which agitated 
for a responsible form of government. In 1893 a bill in favour of this change 
was introduced into the legislative council, and passed. The British govern- 
ment gave their consent to the bill, and the Constitution Act of 1893 became 
law. Sir John Robinson, K.C.M.G., was the first colonial secretary and premier 
under the new constitution, and Mr. Harry Escombe, Q.C., the first attorney- 
general. In the same year Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson was appointed 
governor of the colony. In 1898 Natal entered the customs union already 
existing between Cape Colony and Orange Free State. 

In May, 1899, the Natal government began to suspect the nature of the 
military preparations that were being made by the Boers, and their apprehen- 
sions were communicated to the high commissioner, Sir Alfred Milner, who 
telegraphed on May 25th to Mr. Chamberlain, informing him that Natal was 
uneasy. In July the Natal ministry learned that it was not tho intention of 
the imperial government to endeavour to hold the frontier in case hostilities 
arose, but that a line of defence considerably south of the frontier would be 
taken up. This led to a request on their part that if the imperial government 
had any reason to anticipate the breakdown of negotiations, “such steps 
may be at once taken as may be necessary for the effectual defence of the 
whole colony.” Sir W. P. Symons, the general commanding the British 
forces in Natal in September, decided to hold Glencoe. On the amval of 
Sir George White from India, he informed the governor that he considered it 
dangerous to attempt to hold Glencoe, and urged the advisability of with- 
drawing the troops to Ladysmith. TTie governor was strongly opposed to 
this step, as he was anxious to protect the coal supply, and also feared the 
moral effect of a withdrawal. Eventually Sir A. Hunter was consulted, and 
stated that in his opinion, Glencoe being already occupied, “ it was a case of 
balancing drawbacl^, and advised that, under the circumstances, the troops 
be retained at Glencoe.” This course was then adopted. 

On October 11th, 1899, war broke out. The first act was the seizure ^ 
the Boers of a Natal train on the Free State border. On the 12th Laings 
Nek wfts occupied by the Boer forces, who were moved in considerable force 
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over the Natal border. Sir W. Penn Symons hoped to be able to hold the 
northern portion of Natal, and there is no doubt that this policy strongly 
commended itself to the governor and ministers of Natal, who exercised con- 
siderable pressure to have it adopted. But from a military point of view it 
was not at all cordially approved of by Sir George White, and it was afterwards 
condemned by Lord Roberts. Ladysmith became later in the month the 
centre of further operations. The Boers gradually surrounded the town 
and cut off the communication from the south. Various engagements were 
fought in an attempt to prevent this movement, including the disastrous 
misWp at Nicholson’s Nek, and the battle of Farquhar’s Farm on the 30th. 
The siege of Ladysmith continued till February 28th, 1900, when, after 
various attempts to relieve the beleaguered garrison. Sir Reavers Buller’s 
forces at last entered the town. The relief of Ladysmith soon led to the evacua- 
tion of Natal by the Boer forces, wlio trekked northwards. 

During the Boer invasion the government and the loyal colonists, con-, 
stitutinc the great majority of the inhabitants of the colony, rendered the 
imperial forces every assistance. In the actual hostilities the Natal Volunteers 
and other Natal forces took a prominent part. The Imperial Light Horse 
and other irregular corps were recruited in Natal, although the bulk of the 
men in the forces were Uitlanders from Johannesburg. As the nearest colony 
to the Transvaal, Natal was resorted to by a large number of men, women 
and children who were compelled to leave the Transvaal on the outbreak 
of the war. Refugee and Uitlandcr committees were formed both at Durban 
and Maritzburg, and, in conjunction with the colonists, they did all in their 
power to assist in recruiting irregular corps, and also in furnishing relief to 
the sick and needy. Natm was tlie theatre of some of the most arduous 
fighting during the whole course of the war, and the brunt of it was shared 
by her colonists with the imperial forces.^ 

In 1906 a revolt among some of the natives occasioned considerable 
alarm, but it was soon put down without much bloodsheo.^^ 



CHAPTER III 


THE HISTORY OF CANADA 

THE DISCOVERERS 

The story of the European discovery and colonisation of America, of the 
two centuries of struggle between France and England for the mastery of 
the North American continent, of the upbuilding and downfall of French 
dominion in Canada, is so interwoven witn the history of the beginnings of 
the great American Republic that we have told it there in all the detail 
befitting one of the most romantic eras of all history. Here it will be enough 
to trace briefly the principal points in that dramatic period ys they affected 
Canadian history down to the establishment of English rule in 1760. 

The patriotic Canadian historian, Roberts, while noting that the drama 
of Canadian events seems to unfold on an obscure scene, declares that it has 
embodied some of the gravest problems of world history. He notes the wide 
historical bearii^s of some of these problems, declaring that ** battles were 
fought on the Rhine, the Elbe, the Danube; German, Austrian, Spanish 
thrones were shaken to their fall; navies grappled in the Caribbean, and 
Mahratta hordes were slaughtered on the rice-fields of India, to decide the 
struggle which ended only upon the Plains of Abraham.’* And he ventures 
to express the belief that the future holds great things in store for the peoples 
whose lineage combines the traits of two of the greatest European nations. 
The blending of French blood with the blood , of the Anglo-Saxon may well 
be expected to have notable results. 

It is in the shadowy realms of myth and tradition that Canadian history 
seems to have its beginnings. In the Icelandic sagas that tell of the voya^s 
and adventures of the North vikings, Eric and Leif and Thorfinn, to the 
“new lands” — undoubtedly the shores of North America — we find the 
record of the earliest contact of Europeans with what is now Canada. But 
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their ventures came to naught; and we shall probably never know whether 
Thorhnn’s colony of Vineland was located on tne coast of Nova Scotia or on 
the more southerly shores of New England. 

To the Venetian reared navigator John Cabot, sailing out of Bristol under 
a charter from Henry VII of England five years after Columbus had opened 
a New World ” to European conquest and exploitation, belongs without 
doubt the honour of the first discovery of the North American continent. 
On his act in planting the standard of England on the Newfoundland shore 
rested the claim of Great Britain to America. The Newfoundland fisheries 
were the first fruits of the discovery, and twenty years after Cabot’s first 
voyage, English, Basque, and Breton fisherman were swarming on the Banks 
and drying their fish upon the neighbouring shores. The next discoverers of 
whom we have records carried the flag of France, and upon the declaration 
of one of them, Verrazano, a Florentine in the French service, who coasted 
along the shore from the Carolinas to the St. Lawrence in 1524, rests the 
claim of France to American dominion. 

THE FRENCH RE3GIME 

The energy and good fortune of the French enabled them to outstrip for 
a time their rivals in the north, and eventually by actual settlement to estab- 
lish the sovereignty of France over a great part of the disputed territory. 
The greatest of her earliest voyagers was the adventurous Breton navigator, 
Jacques Cartier, who between 1534 and 1542 sailed three times to the New 
World, discovered and entered the St. Lawrence, spent the winter of 1535- 
1536 on the site of the present city of Quebec, and planted the lilies of France 
where the city of Montreal later rose. Associated with Cartier's last voyage 
is the ill-fated attempt of the sieur de Roberval to establish a permanent col- 
ony on the banks of the St. Lawrence. For fifty years after his failure the 
government of France seemed to have forgotten Canada, altljough her fish- 
ermen still flocked to the Newfoundland Banks. In the mean time English 
eyes were turned toward it; in 1576 Martin Frobisher landed on the rocky 
cliffs of Labrador, and in the next year on the other side of the continent Sir 
Francis Drake, seeking Spanish treasure-ships in the far Pacific, looked upon 
the snow-capped mountains of the future British Columbia. Soon after, in 
1583, the first attempt at English settlement was made by the gallant Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert, who plant^ a short-lived colony at St. John’s, New- 
foundland. 

In 1598 the French again turned their attention to colonisation, but for 
many years every attempt resulted in failure. The convict colony of De la 
Roche, the fur-trading venture of Chauvin and Pontgrav6 at Tadousac, the 
settlement of De Mont and Champlain at St. Croix later removed to Port 
Royal, succeeded one another in rapid succession and passed out of existence. 

In 1610-1611 came Biencourt to found a new colony at Port Royal. 
With him came the Jesuits. '' Now,” writes a graphic Canadian historic, 
^'appeared the mysterious, black-robed, indomitable figures of the Jesuits, 
destined to leave so deep a mark on Canada. Magnificent in peril, meddle- 
some in peace, oft dreaded by their friends, but extorting the admiration of 
their enemies, their record in the councils of Canada is one of ceaseless quar- 
rels with the civil power; but their record among the savages is one of 
imperishable glory.’^ 

Before this, however, Champlain in 1608 had established on the St. Law- 
rence a little trading-post destined soon to grow into the city of Quebec, the 
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first permanent settlement of importance in Canada. Already it had become 
the centre of the fur-trade, upon which from first to last the prosperity of 
New France was based. In every direction the catereurs de bois pierced the 
forests, and where the carefully organised setttements h^ failed, th^ estab- 
lished successfully their trading posts and erected their dwellings. But now 
it was that the English and French met in Canada in actual armed hostility. 
Argali, sailing north from Virginia, destroyed the French settlement at Port 
Royal and also a Jesuit mission post at Mount Desert on the Maine coast. 
In 1629 Admiral Kirke, entering the St. Lawrence, defeated a French fleet 
and attacked Quebec. The spirited defence of Chanmlain was of no avail 
and the English flag for the first time floated over the Quebec heights. Eng- 
lish rule was of short duration, however, as France’s Canadian possessions 
were restored to her by the Treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye in 1632. The 
years that followed saw the beginnings of Scotch settlement in Nova Scotia, 
and the fierce struggle between the Catholic Chamisay and the Huguenot De 
la Tour for supremacy in Acadia, which so weakened the French that Port 
Royal and the whole surrounding country fell an easy prey to the expedition 
sent from Boston in 1654, only to be for a second time returned to France by 
the Treaty of Breda (1667). Meanwhile, despite the ceaseless hostility of 
England’s red allies, the Iroquois, the French settlers were pushing westward 
up the valley of the St. Lawrence. Montreal was founded by Maisonneuve in 
October, 1641. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY 

The rise of Colbert as the chief counsellor of Louis XIV was marked by 
a somewhat better treatment of Canada by France. He recognised that the 
colony might be made of great value to French commerce, and that to make 
it so a more liberal policy must be adopted. In this he was ably represented 
in New France by the indomitable Talon, appointed intendant at Quebec, 
and the brave marquis de Traey sent out as viceroy in 1665. The former 
turned his attention to the resources of the colony, made new rules for the 
regulation of the fur trade, discovered iron deposits in the Three Rivers 
district, and began the importation of women from France to supply wives 
for the colonists. The deieat of the Iroquois by De Tracy relieved the set- 
tlements for a time from their raids. Perrot, Joliet, and Marquette pushed 
their way westward into the region beyond the Great Lakes. The year 
1672 marks the appearance of the count de Frontenac, the greatest figure 
in the history of New France, who, in that year, was appointed to succeed 
De Courcelles as governor. Under his auspices La Salle and Tonty explored 
the upper Mississippi, and military posts were established at Niagara, 
Mackinac, and in the Illinois country. Recalled in 1682, Frontenac was reap- 
pointed governor in 1689 in time to direct the French and Indian attacks on 
the frontiers of Maine, New Hampshire, and New York, to despatch D’Iber- 
ville, to capture the English posts in the Hudson Bay region, and to repulse 
the redoubtable Sir William Phips, who, fresh from the capture of Port 
Royal, descended on Quebec in 1690. Frontenac died in 1698, a year after 
his conquests in the New World had been handed back to the English by the 
Treaty of Ryswick. 

The peace was of short duration. In 1702 the war of the Spanish Suc- 
cession, known in America as Queen Anne’s War, broke out. The bloody 
border warfare was resumed, PYancis Nicholson captured Port Royal, and 
only the wrecking of Sir Hoveden Walker’s fleet saved Quebec. But Marl- 
borough’s victories at Blenheim, Oudenarde, and Malplaquet decided the 
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fate of Acadia, which together with Newfoundland and the Hudson Bay 
territory, was ceded to England by the Treaty of Utrecht (1713). 

Again a few years of peace succeeded, during which the French slowly 
but surely extended their dominion in the great West and the valley of the 
Mississippi, forming a complete cordon of settlements about the English who 
now saw that they must either break the chain or content themselves with 
the limitation of their territory to the east of the Alleghanies. For fifty 
years they made no attempt to gain the northwest or to control the fur trade, 
in 1711 Louisiana had been separated from Canada and erected into a sep- 
arate colony. Meanwhile on the seaboard Cape Breton was strengthened 
and fortified as a bulwark of the French against future English aggression ii? 
that direction, and millions were expended on making the fortress of Louis- 
burg impregnable. Hostilities began again in 1740 with the outbreak of the 
War of the Austrian Succession (King George’s War), the principal event of 
which in America was the capture of Louisburg by a New England expedi- 
tion under Sir William Pepperell. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) 
restored the conquest to the French. 

Eight years of nominal peace followed. The English, realising that a 
■greater struggle was approaching, tightened their grip on Nova Scotia by 
founding a fortified city at Halifax (1749). * The French located a new line 
of forts in the backwoods of New York and Pennsylvania — at French Creek, 
Presque Isle (Erie), and Fort Duquesne (Pittsburgh). The outposts of the 
two nations were thus drawn so near together that a conflict was a mere 
matter of time. The peace signed at Aix-la-Chapelle laid down no definite 
line between French and English territory, and the Ohio Company chartered 
to make settlements west of the Ohio, sent the young Virginian surveyor 
AVashington into the region in 1749 to make a preliminary survey. In 1754 
Washmgton, at the head of a body of Virginia militia, attacked the French 
at Great Meadows near Fort Duquesne, but was soon attacked in turn at 
Fort Necessity, and compelled to retire from the country. It proved to be 
the first engagement of the French and Indian War. In 1755 hostilities 
broke out in earnest with several more engagements, although it was not till 
May, 1756, that war was actually declared. Before that, however, Braddock 
had been disastrously defeated near Fort Duquesne, and the English had 
adopted the radical and harsh measure of deporting the French in Acadia, 
the justice and necessity of which historians have ever since disputed. The 
campaigns of 1756-1757 were favourable to the Frpch, whose energetic 
commander Montcalm captured Oswego and Fort William Henry. The year 
1758 saw some English successes, for the strong hand of the elder Pitt was 
guiding the English ship of state. Amherst and Wolfe took Louisburg, and 
the forts at Niagara and Duquesne fell into English hands. As England 
awakened to the situation France weakened. Montcalm was neglected and 
left with a wholly insufficient force to hold the immense empire entrusted to 
hduL The battle of September 13th, 1759, on the Plains of Abraham, and 
the subsequent capture of Quebec and Montreal, made England supreme on 
the North American continent. New France ceased to exist. 

By the terms of the Treaty of Paris (February 10th, 1763) France ceded 
to Great Britain, Canada and the Cape Breton district, and all the land east 
of the Mississippi except the city ana district of New Orleans, and formally 
renounced all claims to Acadia. Great Britain pledged itself to protect the 
adherents of the Catholic church in Canada, and to allow a continuance of 
French fishing rights on the Newfoundland coast. By the same treaty Spain 
ceded Florida to Great Britain.^ 
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THE MILITART bAqIHE; THE PONTIAO GONSPHtACT 

The first intervention of the British in the affairs of Canada after the 
conquest was in 1774, when two acts were passed relating to the newly 
acquired territory, then called “ the Province of Qaeheo«*' The one gave it 
a constitution ; the other provided a revenue for defraying the administra- 
tion of justice and support of the civil government, by the imposition of 
certain auties on spirits and molasses, and which duties were in lieu of others 
enjoyed by the French king previous to the conquest. They were, however, 
in the total but inconsiderable and far short of the amount annuity required 
for the purposes to which they were appropriated, the deficiency being 
supplied from the imperial treasury. 

From the conquest to this epoch, fourteen years, the province appears 
to have been governed generally to the satisfaction of the inhabitants.^ 
Bourinot « declares that none of the habitants ever left Canada after the 
war,” « During the first three years of this period, however, the^ government 
was a purely military, though it seems an equitable one, and, indeed, more 
to the taste, as some will have it, of “ the now subjects ” (as the Canadians 
were then denominated), themselves a brave and military people, than that 
which immediately succeeded it. The royal proclamation of 1763, by their 
new sovereign. King George III., put an end to this, and introduced a new 
order, something more congenial to British feelings and habits. All disputes 
from this time forward between the new subjects concerning rights in land 
and real property, inheritance, succession to, and division of the same among 
coheirs, continued as previous to the conquest, to bo determined by judges 
from among their own countrymen.* 

It was at this period, when the French in the St. Lawrence valley, satis- 
fied that a change of kings was to mean practically no change in their lives, 
were beginning to take up again the daily routine of their work, that the 
Western Indians, united under the able Ottawa chief Pontiac, suddenly rose 
and fell unexpectedly upon all the former French ports, now held by British 
garrisons, in the Great Lake, Ohio, and upper Mississippi country. French 
traders and emissaries had urged the red men on and their plans were well 
laid. In six weeks after the first attack on Detroit, May 9th, 1763, every 
fort in the western country except Detroit, Fort Pitt, ana Green Bay had 
been seized and destroyed, and the Virginia and Pennsylvania frontiers laid 
waste, and it was not until the intrepid Colonel Bouquet had carried the 
warfare into the very heart of the Inaian country on the Muskingum that 

E eace was at length restored. The stirring story of this great conspiracy, as 
rilliantly related by Francis Parkman, will be found under the United 
States. 

Before the Indian outbreak was quelled George III, in the autumn of 
1763, issued a proclamation establishing four new governments in North 
America; Quebec, East and West Florida and Grenada. The several gov- 
ernors were empowered to summon legislative assemblies, to legislate with 
their consent, and to establish law courts. In Quebec (Canada), however, 
no assembly ever met under his proclamation, for the French Canadians were 
unwilling to take the required test oath or declare against transubstantiation. 
From 1763 to 1774, therefore, the government of the province was ‘carried 
on solely by the governor-general, assisted by an executive council composed 
chiefly of officials, but containing also a few prominent colonists. The pre- 
vailing uncertainty as to the laws in force tended to keep things in an unset- 
tled state. The French Canadians contended for the retention of their 
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ancient customs and usages, the English subjects demanded the establish- 
ment of courts in which the English common law should be the only juris- 
prudence recognised. The French colonists trusted both Governor Murray 
and Governor Carle ton, and on the whole were content with their lot, but 
the British were restless. 

THE QUEBEC ACT, AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

At length in 1774 parliament passed the measure known as the Quebec 
Act. The British settlers who hacf demanded a change were its most violent 
opponents because of the substitution of the ancient laws and customs of 
French Canada for the English common law. The American colonies objected 
to it because of the inclusion of the Great Lake country within the new 
jurisdiction. But Sir Guy Carleton, who had been named to succeed Gen- 
eral Murray as governor-general in 1766, had studied the needs of the colony 
on the spot, and his advocacy was probably the determining factor that led 
to the passage of a bill that was to usher the Canadian people into what 
Bourinot* very justly describes as “one of the most important periods of 
their history.” « 

The Quebec Act defined the boundaries of the province of Quebec. It 
set aside all provisions of the royal proclamation of 17G3, the same having, 
it was said in the Act, upon experience, been found inapplicable to the state 
and circumstance of the province, the inhabitants whereof amounted at the 
conquest to over 65,000 persons professing the religion of the Church of 
Rome, and enjoying an established form of constitution and system of laws 
by which their persons and property had been protected, governed and 
ordered for a long series of years. The exercise of the Roman Catholic 
religion was declared free, and the clergy thereof maintained in their accus- 
tomed dues and rights, while at home and in other parts of the empire 
persons professing the rolimon of Romo, still laboured under thC most galling 
disabilities on account of meir religious creed. 

The criminal law of England, the benefits of which, it was also observed 
in the Act, had been felt by the inhabitants from an experience of more than 
nine years, was continued as law to the exclusion of every other criminal 
code, but subjeef to modification. 

His Majesty was authorised to appoint a council for the affairs of the 
province consisting of not more than twenty-three, nor less than seventeen 
persons, which council, with the consent of the governor, or commander-in- 
chief for the time being, was to have power to make ordinances for good 
government of the province. They were not, however, to lay on any taxes 
except such as the inhabitants of any town or distffet might be authorised 
to assess within its own precincts for roads or other local conveniences. 

The important Act gave to the conquered people of Canada almost a 
national existence, and under which it was governed until divided into the 
two provinces of Upper and Lower Canada in 1791. The American Revolu- 
tionary War breaking out shortly after the passing of the Quebec Act, 
matters in Canada remained in a state of suspense during the war, in which 
the new subjects, feeling little or no interest, took no very decided or active 
part. They indeed could scarcely be expected, in the transition they bo 
recently had undergone from the dominion of their hereditary monarch to 
that of a foreign king, whose beneficence they were but beginning to feel, as 
yet cordially to espouse the cause of the latter in a matter which could have 
80 little bearing, as they understood it, on their immediate interests. There 
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were instances, it is true, of defection, and of considerable marauding parties 
attendant upon and in the trail of the provincials from Now England, who 
in 1775 and subsequently made irruptions into Canada in the revolutionary 
service, and from which they were driven in disgrace, after suffering a signal 
defeat at Quebec by a handml of sailors and loyal citizens of the two origins 
who had organised themselves for its defence ; and there were also, it should 
be observed, instances of adherence on the part of several of His Majesty’s 
new subjects ; but there was no rising en masse, no organisation for co-opera- 
tion in the revolutionary cause, nor, so far as we can learn, any such view 
among any considerable portion of the Canadian people.^ 

We will not dwell here on the events of the War of the American Revolu- 
tion. The government of Canada from 1778 on to the end of the war was 
under the control of General Haldimand, whose management of the affaii-s 
of the province during a critical period was marked by some rather arbitrary 
acts such as the arrest of several French Canadian supposed-to-be sympa- 
thisers with the revolted colonies. But probably his severity was no greater 
than the situation demanded. At any rate he fulfilled the requirement for 
a governor who could keep Canada loyal to the British cause. 

THE LOYALISTS 

The restoration of peace in 1783 meant to Canada both loss and gain. 
The fertile Ohio valley and the entire region south and west of the Great 
Lakes, now the richest part of the North American continent, w^as, with 
that ignorance of possibilities which has generally characterised the transfer 
of unsettled territory, taken from Canada, and ceded to the United States 
for all time. On the eastern coast it was provided that the boundary between 
Nova Scotia and Maine should be the St. Croix river, with a line drawn from 
its source to the highlands, dividing the waters falling into the Atlantic from 
those emptying themselves into the St. Lawrence,” thus establishing a great 
elbow of alien territory between Canada proper and the maritime provinces. 
But what Canada lost by a readjustment of its boundaries it gained by the 
addition to its population of an element which has been perhaps the greatest 
factor in its progress and development, namely, the American loyalists, or as 
they are commonly called in the United States the tories. • The Treaty of 
Versailles virtually abandoned to their fate these men, without whose active 
aid the British successes in the revolted colonies would have been few indeed. 
The only clause referring to them in the treaty was one pledging congress to 
recommend to the various states the adoption of measures of restitution. 
As everyone foresaw, it turned out a perfect nullity, and the British govern- 
ment was called upon W compensate them for their losses by the grant of 
lands in the maritime provinces and the region about Lake Ontario. With- 
out detracting from the achievements of our French fellow-citizens,” writes a 
popular Canadian historian, “ it is but truth to say that the loyalists were the 
makers of Canada. They were an army of leaders. The most influential 
judges, the most distinguished lawyers, the most capable and prominent 
physicians, the most highly educated of the clergy, the members of council 
of the various colonies, the crown officials, people of culture and social dis- 
tinction — these, with the faithful few whose fortune followed theirs, were 
the loyalists. Canada owes deep gratitude to her southern kinsmen who 
thus, from Maine to Georgia, piclceaout their choicest spirits, and sent them 
forth to people our northern wilds.” 

It is estimated that by 1786 upwards of fifty thousand of these people had 
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I^hed Britbh North America. Thousands settled in Nova Scotia, thou- 
sands more moved on into the valley of the St. John and founded the prov- 
ince of New Brunswick; another large contingent found their way to the 
west and laid the foundations of the province of Upper Canada, the future 
Ontario. 

The English inhabitants of the province of Quebec had never been satis- 
fied with the provisions of the Quebec Act of 1774, and to the new loyalist 
population in the lake territory the thought of living under French law was 
particularly distasteful. Then, too, their inherent love of a representative 
government asserted itself, and the demands for a change which would 
embody the principles of self-government based on English law were many 
and clamorous. Nova Scotia had had a representative government since 
1758, and the two newly established provinces of New Brunswick and Cape 
Breton received similar rights in 1784. Naturally the English of the west 
objected to being considered less able to govern themselves than their coun- 
,trymen on the seaboard. General Haldimand, whose strict and rather arbi- 
trary administration had perhaps unjustly —considering the condition of the 
provinces — won for him the reputation of being “ a mere military martinet,” 
was at length in 1786 superseded by Sir Guy Carleton, who had been raised 
to the peerage as Lord Dorchester. 

Lord Dorchester, who has been lauded by his ardent admirers as ‘‘ the 
founder and saviour of Canada,” seems to have been well fitted to govern 
mixed peoples. What was more to the point, he was a rather liberal-minded, 
far-sightea statesman, and he at once set himself to solve the difficult prob- 
lem tefore him. Although he "was himself the principal author of the act 
under which the province of Quebec was then governed, he recognised clearly 
that new conditions demanded new laws. He immediately undertook tem- 
porary measures which would soothe the discontent until the British parlia- 
ment could enact the necessary legislation. His first official acts were the 
restoration of the Habeas Corpus Act and the right of trial bf jury in civil 
cases. Then he set to work to study the necessities of the province, which 
he set forth in a masterly report to the colonial secretary. The newly set- 
tled lake region he divided iirto four new districts, to be administered under 
English law.<» 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL ACT 

At the instance of Lord Dorchester, Earl Granvillo introduced in the 
British parliament a bill, known to Canadian history as the Constitutional 
Act.<i It was proposed to divide the country uito two provinces, and sub- 
ject it to two distinct governments. The legislature was to consist of a 
council and house of assembly for each division ; the assembly to be con- 
stituted in the usual manner, but the members of the council to be members 
for life, a power being at tho samo time reserved unto His Majesty of 
annexing to certain honours an hereditary right of sitting in tho council. 
All laws and ordinances were to remain in force until altered by tho new 
legislatures. The Habeas Corpus Act, which had already been established 
by an ordinance of the province, was to be continued as a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the constitution. A provision was to be made for the Protestant 
cle^, in both divisions, by the allotment of lands in proportion to those 
whicn had been already granted. The tenures, which had lieen a subject of 
dispute, were to be settled in Lower Canada, by the local legislature ; but in 
Upper Canada, as the aottb‘rs were principally British, or British colonists 
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[i.e. refugees from the United States], the tenures were intended to be 
soccage tenures. A new remedy was sSbo given in causes of appeal. The 
Judgment of the privy council was no longer to be final. There was now to 
be a last resort to the House of Lords. Above all, to prevent any such dis- 
contents as had occasioned the separation of the United States oi' Aiuerioa 
from the mother country, it was provided that the British parliament should 
impose no taxes but what were necessary for the regulation of trade and 
commerce, and that even those should be levied and disposed by the legis- 
lature of each division. 

There was certainly nothing of an overstrained tone in this system. On 
the contrary the influence of the crown was taken below the standard of the 
constitution in our other colonies. An hereditary aristocracy, mixed with 
an aristocracy holding seats for life, would certainly be less dependent on the 
king than councillors named and removed at pleasure, as in our West India 
Islands, and in the royal governments of North America before the separation 
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of the United States. Nor was it an innovation more favourable to the pre- 
rogative, that an appeal now was to be from the king in his privy council to 
the king in the great council of the peers in parliament. At the same time 
the legislature put bounds to its own supremacy in regard \o taxation, and 
voluntarily renounced for over a principle which had been assorted as just 
and necessary, at the price of a long and burdensome war. 

It seemed not unlikely that one desultory conversation would have 
ended the whole discussion on the Quebec Bill; but some were offended 
because they had not been consulted, and others were alarmed because they 
had little to hope and something to fear from the operation of any new law 
on a trade already lucrative. Accordingly a strong language of opposition 
was taken up against the bill. Mr. Fox, in breaking ground, took post on 
the political philosophy of the day. He expressed his hope that, in promul- 
gating the seneme of a new constitution, the house would Keep in view those 
enlightened principles of freedom which had already made a rapid progress 
over a considerable portion of the globe, and were every day hastening to 
become more and more universal 

Ho objected to the proposed plan of dividing Canada into two provinces. 
The reason which haa been assigned to this division appearea to him 
strongly to militate against it. It had been remarked that thus the French 
and English Cana^ans would be completely distinguished from each other. 
But he considered such a measure as big with ndschief ; and maintaining 
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that the wisest policy would be to form the two descriptions of people into 
one body, and endeavour to annihilate all national distinctions. 

Mr. ritt replied to the observations of Mr. Fox. The division into two 
provinces he considered to be a fundamental part of it, as being the most 
likely method to produce that coalition of Fren^ and English parties, which 
he admitted to be extremely desirable. If there were to be omy one house 
of assembly, and the two parties, as might sometimes be expected, prove 
equal, or nearly equal, in numbers, a perpetual scene of factious altercation 
would succeed, and the breach become wider. On the other hand, by the 
establishment of two distinct assemblies, all cause of complaint would be 
removed ; while the French subjects being left to their own free choice, and 
not influenced by the pride of party, would most probably adopt the English 
laws, fifom an unprejudiced observation of their superior utility. 

The general tenor and complexion of Mr. Fox’s speech cannot be mis- 
taken. It was a question of exercising the highest power of legislation over 
a country first conquered, and afterwards ceded by treaty; it asserted, 
therefore, the right of conquest, and the power of cession, under the law of 
nations, the authority of which is strenuously denied by the great teachers 
of the Rights of Mim. A new constitution was to be formed ; that con- 
stitution was to be given to a people living in America, but originally colonists 
from Franco ; consequently nothing was more natural than to look to the 
constitutions both of the States in whose neighbourhood they were placed, 
and of the nation from whom they were descended.® 

In due course the bill became a law, and Canada was virtually divided 
into two provinces. “ Upper Canada,” says Roberts, d was made in all 
respects a British province. Lower Canada, while receiving the benefit of 
representative institutions, along with the Habeas Corpus Act, and the 
criminal law of England, remained in other respects what she already was, 
a French province.” At this time, according to Roberts, Lower Canada had 
a population of about 125,000, Upper Canada of less than 2(?,000. Roberts 
likens the three branches of the legislature of each province — governor, 
legislative council, and house of assembly — to the “three estates” in 
England: king, lords, and commons. He points out that the executive 
council which acted as advisory board to the governor, was an anomalous 
body, and ho ascribes much of the bitterness ot the struggle for responsible 
government that was about to begin, to the arrogance of this body. Ho 
notes also that there was much comusion between the powers of that council 
and the legislative council. The members of the legislative council were 
appointed for life by the crown, being selected chiefly from among the 
judges, bishops, and the highest oflBcials of the provinces. They also proved 
m tne long run a hindrance to the new government law in the assembly of 
representatives of the people, chosen by popular election for a fixed term 
of years. The assembly and legislative council made the laws with the 
assent of the governor. Tho raising of revenues was in the hands of the 
assembly, but the executive had control of what was known as a “casual 
and territorial revenue” that came from the lease of mines and timber 
limits. This feature of the revenue became a source of bitter controversy 
between the assembly and the executive.*® 

The two decades which elapsed between the inauguration of the consti- 
tution of 1792 and the outbreak of the War of 1812 between England and 
the United States contained few incidents of importance. The administra- 
tion of Colonel John Graves Simeoe, the first lieutenant-governor of the new 
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prpvince of Upper Canada, was marked bv a zealous extension of the west- 
ern settlements and the encouragement of immimtion, particularly that of 
American loyalists. The capital was removed to Toronto. Simcoe’s mtense 
hostility to the United States, however, led him to give countenance if not 
actually to encourage the Indian attacks on the American settlements on tlie 
Great Lakes, and he was removed in 1796. In the same year Lord Dorchester 
(Sir Guy Carleton) was recalled from the governor-generalship which he had 
held with distinguished ability for ten years. In the early years of the nine- 
teenth century the first warnings of political unrest were manifest in the 
bitter enmity between the governor-general, Sir James Craig, an obstinate 
Scotch soldier, appointed 1808, and the representative assemblies. In Lower 
Canada he aroused the racial hostility of the French Canadians by arbitrarily 
suppressing their principal organ Le 
Canadien. The reformers were some- 
what pacified by the removal of 
Governor Craig in 1811, and the ap- 
pointment in his place of Sir George 
Prevost, and the outbreak of the 
War of 1812 caused a brief post- 
ponement of a settlement of the 
differences. 

*^The War of 1812,” said Bouri- 
not,e “ was to prove the fidelity of 
the Canadian people to the British 
crown and stimulate a new spirit of 
self-reliance among French as well 
as English Canadians.” From the 
beginning to the end of the conflict 
Canada was the theatre of the 
greater part of the military opera- 
tions, and the scene of the principal 
battles. Upper Canada, however, 
was the only province that really 
suffered as a result. The Canadian 
militia rallied to the call of the au- 
thorities, and played a part in the 

several campaigns that compares not unfavourably with that of the British 
regulars whom they supported. But the war had little enough glory for any 
of the parties concerned. The conflict, its causes and results, will be found 
treated as a part of the history of the United States. 
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THE STRUGGLE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT 

The restoration of peace in 1815 marked the beginning of a quarter cen- 
tury of domestic strife and turmoil. The struggle centering in the two Can- 
adas originated in the constant contest for supremacy between the executive 
authorities on the one hand and the popular legislative authorities on the 
other, that had begun some years earlier. In Lower Canada the dispute was 
aggravated by the fact that the English-speaking minority controlled the 
executive and the legislative councils, while the popular assembly was domin- 
ated by the French Canadians. The basis of the whole trouble, therefore, 
may be said to have been race antagonism. As Lord Durham expressed it 
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in 1839, found two nations warring in the bosom of a single state; 1 
found a struggle not of principles but of races.” 

Circumstances gave to the movement the form and aspect of a struggle 
for representative government. The several constitutions granted the prov- 
inces m the latter part of the eighteenth century placed the governments 
nominally on a representative basis. In reality they were far from being so. 
The members of the executive councils, appointed for life and responsible to 
no one, represented only a small aristocracy. Their influence dominated also 
the upper or appointive chamber of the legislatures, serving as a positive 
check on the actions of the popular lower branch. The assembly demanded 
that the executive should be responsible to them, that he should acknowledge 
the theory of parliamentary reiroonsibility and retire from office on the with- 
drawal of popular support. In Upper Canada this oligarchic aristocracy 
came to be known, because of their jealous exclusiveness, as the Family Com- 
pact, and the name eventually extended to the corresponding parties in the 
other colonies. 

In Lower Canada the strife began again before the close of the American 
war with the impeachment by the assembly of Judge Monk and Chief-Justice 
Sewell, whom the reformers blamed for all the sins of omission and com- 
mission of their former governor, Sir James Craig. But the charges had no 
justification either in law or justice, and the impeachment proceedings failed 
utterly. The next bone of contention was the civil list, in regard to which 
the assembly asserted the right of examination of the items. In 1819 the 
assembly and the legislative council came to a deadlock over appropriations, 
and such was the situation when King George III died and Lord Dalhousie 
became governor-general. 

At the very outset the new governor precipitated a conflict by demand- 
ing that the assembly provide for the civil list by a permanent appropriation, 
and upon their immediate refusal he himself appropriated an amount from 
the treasury sufficient to cover the civil list expenses. Ses^on after session 
passed and the deadlock continued. Recourse was had by the governor to 
the funds accumulating from the sale of crown lands, but even these were 
inadequate for the purpose. Then, too, they were so carelessly managed 
that Sir John Caldwell, the receiver-general, became a heavy defaulter. 

DiJhousi^ at length dissolved the assembly. But the new house had an 
even larger majority of reformers than the old, and at once re-elected as 
speaker, Louis Joseph Papineau, the rash and impetuous leader of the French 
Gmiadians who, save for a brief interval, had been speaker of the house since 
1817. He had been most active in the attack upon the governor’s assump- 
tion of the assembly’s appropriating power, and was the most eloquent 
d^endSr of the prerogatives of the popular chamber. A man of command- 
ing presence, gifted with unusual powers of rhetoric and persuasion, a bril- 
liant debater and an able parliamentarian, Papineau was too much lacking in 
tact and discretion, too erratic and too extreme a partisan ever to take rank 
as a constructive statesman. As an agitator, as the enthusiastic and radical 
leader of a popular cause, whose adherents were inherently emotional rather 
t hflJi rationm, no man was by nature better fitted than Papineau. Lord Dal- 
housie distrusted and disliked him. He rightly considered him the real leader 
of the opposition, and his re-election as speaker was taken as a challenge 
from tte reformers. Lord Dalhousie accepted it and refused to sanction 
Papineau’s election. The assembly refused to reconsider its action, and the 
l^vemor-^neral prorogued the body, which did not meet again during Lord 
Dalhousie^ administration. A petition signed by eighty-seven thousand 
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inhabitants was at once forwarded to England, chargmg the governor-general 
with many arbitrary acts, of illegal appropriation of treasury funds, of vio- 
lent prorogation of the assembly, of dismissing militia officers for opposing 
his policy, of remodelling the civil service to serve political purposes, and of 
continuing in the office of receiver-general a notorious defaulter, Sir John 
Caldwell.® 

Roberts very willingly admits that the state of affairs now existing in 
Upper Canada received anxious attention in England. A parliamentary 
committee was appointed in 1828 to oxainine into all questions of dispute, 
and this concession was accepted 


in Canada in the same spirit as it 
Avos offered. It was proposed to 
put the crown duties, as stipulated 
by the Act of 1774, under control 
of the assembly. There were, how- 
ever, several qualifications : judges 
wore not to sit in the legLslativc 
council; there must be a sharper 
line drawn between ecclesiastical 
and governmental affairs, the exe- 
cutive and legislative councils were 
to be given a far more representa- 
tive character by being open to a 
wider range of citizens not alto- 
gether associated with the govern- 
ment. The proposed reforms were 
to apply to both Upper and Lower 
Canada, and a special effort was to 
be made to give a fair representa- 
tion to the French-Canadian, whose 
relations with his English confreres 
had been so prominent a source of 
trouble in the past. As a further 
measure of conciliation, Dalhousie, 
who was extremely unpopular, was 
recalled. Sir James Kempt, the 
new governor-general, at once re- 
cognised Papincau os speaker of the 
were pacifiea.® 
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THE DISPUTE IN UrPER CANADA 

Events in Upper Canada meanwhile were tending in much the same direc- 
tion as in the lower province, though the various steps in the progress were 
very different. The race antagonism for one thing was liking. The strug- 
gle, too, at the outset at any rate, lacked some of the bittern^ of that m 
the sister province. More clearly defined than elsewhere, the issue was the 
domination or overthrow of the Family Compact. .This f^tion existed in 
Upper Canada in its strictest, most oligarchic, and most objectionable fom. 
Every branch of provincial activity, not alone the political, but the social, 
educational, mercantile and industrial, felt the blight of its rule. Its mem- 
bers held not only all the government offices, but they owned practically all 
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the real estate, and controlled virtually every trade and industry in the prov- 
inces. Frightened by the logic of “ the spirit of 76,” these sons of exiled 
tories vigorously repelled every attempt to enlighten or instruct the people 
in regard to self-government. They frowned on popular education for the 
masses, they kept the press muzzled in a most un-English manner, and every 
attempt to petition for the correction of popular grievances they ignored 
absolutely. 

Without a doubt, the alarm of the Family Compact partisans was ^gra- 
vated by the flood of immigration from the United States which set in imme- 
diately after the peace in 1815. The new settlers were democratic in their 
training and method of thought, and had nothing but ridicule for the old 
tory aristocracy, whose power they at once openly set about to overthrow 
and discredit. Their frankly uttered expressions favouring a possible annex- 
ation to the United States certainly did not serve to make a reconciliation 
with the ruling class easier. The struggle was precipitated by Robert Gour- 
lay, an eccentric Scotch agitator who, as a land agent, aroused the hostility 
of the Compact by going about the country and advising the people to com- 
plain of their wrongs to the colonial office. The Compact then set about 
driving the objectionable Gourlay from the country. Twice he was arrested 
and tried for libel, and twice he was acquitted. Thwarted in their attempts 
to remove him legally, his enemies conspired to bring against him an unjust 
and unfounded charge of sedition. Again he was arrested, and contrary to 
every principle of English law and justice, he was allowed to languish in 
prison seven long months without trial. He was then taken to Niagara, 
where the control and influence of the Compact were all-powerful, and 
before a prejudiced judge, in a trial that was from first to last a hollow mock- 
ery and a travesty on justice, he was found guilty by a packed jury and 
sentenced to exile. But in the fate of the unhappy Scotchman was sounded 
the doom of the Family Compact. Men were at length awakened to demand 
their rights, and the spirit aroused that day ceased not grow till the 
Family Compact was overthrown and responsible government established.® 

Bryce ^ gives credit to Dr. J ohn Strachan for carrying forward most of 
the reform movements in Upper Canada at this period. Strachan was a 
Scotch clergyman who afterwards became first bishop of Toronto. He 
appears to hare possessed most of the better qualities that have made the 
Scotchman famous. He had imagination, and ho had also the courage 
that enabled him to put his ideas into execution. He was a politician of 
unusual type. All his efforts wore directed toward what he conceived to 
be the advancement of the common weal, regardless of party lines, and 
ivithout too much deference even toward existing laws. He achieved results 
of lasting benefit .« 

MACKENZIE AND THE FAMILY COMPACT 

The forces of the Family Compact in Upper Canada under Doctor Strachan 
and Beverley Robinson were much better organised than in the lower province, 
and they were able for some time to keep the upper hand of their radical 
opponents. It was not imtil 1824 that the reformers obtained a majority in 
the assembly. In that same year William Lyon Mackenzie, a fiery, hot-headed 
young Scotchman, started a reform paper called the Colonial Advocate. Its 
bitter and scathing criticisms of the Compact in 1826 led a band of young 
Compact partisans to break into the office one night and destroy the presses. 
The only important result of this raid was that Mackenzie, who had been on 
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the p(^ of oiBcontinumg the paper for laok of support, was enabled to start 
in a^in on a larger scale with the $3,000 damages awarded him « 

Roberts notes that many other things happened to stir up tho people’s 
indignation, and he gives us a list of minor mcidents, no one ot them of 
muon importance in itself, illustrating the temper of the times. The 
incident that led to the overthrow of Governor Maitland was almost 
ludicrously simple. It appears that, even in this early day, tourists were 
wont to visit Niagara Falls, and an innkeeper named Forsyth, who owned 
some property along the Falls, chose to take advantage of his position by 
building a high fence and charging admission to the site, from which a good 
view of the Falls could be obtained. The governor ordered the innkeeper 
to remove the fence, but the latter argued that it was his own property, and 
refused to comply. Angered by this refusal, the governor ordered soldiers 
to destroy the icnce. In complying with this order, the soldiers took 
matters into their own hands, and hefore they had stopped, they had 
completely wrecked a house belonging to Forsyth and thrown it into the 
Falls. The outraged owner very naturally appealed to the assembly, which 
undertook an investigation, and summoned the various government officials 
to give evidence. The governor foolishly directed these officials not to obey 
the summons ; whereupon the assembly arrested the delinquents. In 
retaliation the governor dissolved the house. This aroused such a storm 
of indignation that tho governor himself was recalled (1828). His successor 
was Sir John Colborne, a veteran of the Napoleonic wars.a<i 

The new governor, however, was unable to terminate the conflict which 
was daily growing more ominous. The extremes to which the Mackenzie 
faction ran however, led to a split in the ranks of the reformers, and the rnort* 
moderate liberals led by such men as Egerton Ryerson, Robert Baldwin and 
Marshall Bidwell, speaker of the assembly, did all they could to stem the tide 
which they began to fear was rising to dangerous heights. This split enabled 
the Compact to obtain control of the assembly in 1830; an occasion which 
they took advantage of by passing a measure known as the Everlasting 
Salaries Act, which by providing a pennanent grant for the salaries of judges 
and officials rendered them independent of the assembly. Mackenzie, who 
had been elected a member, bitterly attacked the bill, and was expelled. 
Again and again he was returned by his loyal constituents, onl^to be as often 
expelled by the tory majority. Mackenzie appealed to the colonial secre- 
tary, who declared that his expulsion was illegal. He at once became a pop- 
ular idol, and was enthusiastically chosen hrst mayor of Toronto in 1834. 
In 1835 the reformers again had a majority in the assembly, Bidwell was 
re-elected speaker, and Mackenzie made chairman of a special committee on 
grievances. 

Sir John Colborne was recalled, but the new governor, Sir Francis Bond 
Head, although appointed with the evident idea of placating the reform party, 
at the very outset adopted a course that made ^ace between the warring 
parties impossible. He appointed three reformers to his comicil, but declared 
to them that he should take their advice only when he felt so disposed, and 
that he had no faith in the principle of responsible ministers. Thereupon 
the reformers resigned, the new governor filling their places with Compact 
leaders and acted thenceforth with that party. The assembly retaliated by 
passing resolutions of censure upon Governor Head, and refused to vote 
supplies. At this juncture Speaker Bidwell received a communication from 
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Papineau, the reform leader in Lower Canada, sweating that the reformers 
in the two provinces act in unison. Sir Francis wad thought he scented in 
this a repuWican conspiracjr, and dissolved tiie assembly. The new assembly, 
elected after a sharp campaign in which the loyalty of the voters was appealed 
to, showed a majority for the Compact. The Mackenzie faction, bitterly 
complaining of injustice and oppression were thus driven into alliance with 
the more radical elements in the lower province. 

THE LOWER CANADA RISING 

Meanwhile affairs in Lower Canada had reached a crisis. A royal com- 
mission was appointed in 1835 to inquire into the state of affairs in the prov- 
ince. Its report, submitted to the British parliament in 1837 was adverse to 
the extreme demands of the reformers. Lord John Russell, in view of this 
report, took the step of introducing a bill authorising the use of provincial 
treasury funds to make up for the failure of the assembly to support the civil 
list. \^en the news of this action reached the province the reformers pre- 
pared for resistance. Public meetings were held in every parish, and secret 
militia organisations called Sons of Liberty were widely established. The 
local authorities seemed paralysed, but Bishop Lartigue and the French Ro- 
man Catholic clergy asserted themselves against the seditious utterances of 
the revolutionary leaders. The admonitions of the priests fell on deaf ears. 

In October occurred the first steps in an organised revolt. The rebels 
collected in force at St. Charles and St. DenLs. At the former place, a column 
crowned by a liberty cap was set up. Everywhere the tri-colour was dis- 
played. At the latter place, under Dr. Wolfred Nelson, an educated English- 
man, a large stone distillery was fortified. The first bloodshed occurred in a 
street riot w tween the factions in Montreal early in November. Soon after- 
wards, Sir John Colbome, commander of the forces, dispatched two expeditions 
to scatter the rebels at St. Charles and St. Denis. 

Against St. Denis was sent Colonel Gore with five hundred men and one 
cannon. Lieutenant Weir, a young militia officer, carrying despatches to 
Colonel Gore, was captured by a band of rebels and shot while endeavouring 
to escape. The shooting was apparently unwarrantable and was condemned 
by Doctor NelwDn, who however, from the despatches captured, was apprised 
of Colonel Gore’s strength and purposes. Colonel Gore attacked on the night 
of November 23rd, but was beaten off with considerable loss and retired, 
leaving his gun ignominiously stuck in the mud. 

Two days later, however, Colonel Wetherall moving against the rebel posi- 
tion at St. Charles had scattered the insurgent habitants with little difficulty, 
and Wetherall leaving a small force in the village returned to Montreal 
dragging the liberty pole and cap behind him. Papineau, who it is alleged, 
shrank from participating in the armed revolt which he had been the most 
active agent in arousing, fled across the border after the rout at St. Charles. 
On December 5th martial law was proclaimed in the Montreal district. On 
December 13th Sir John Colbome, at the head of an effective force of thirteen 
hundred men, regular troops and militia, marched against the rebels in the 
Two Mountain district.. At St. Eustache on the following day a force of 
insuigents was dispersed, and many lost their lives by the burning of a church 
whence they had fled for protection. At St. Benoit the rebels without firing 
a shot, laid down their arms, and were allowed to return to their homes. With 
the return of Sir John Colbome to Montreal, the first revolt in Lower Canada 
may be said to have terminated. 
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THE REVOMP IN UPPER CANADA 

In Upper Canada after their defeat in the assembly election the Mackenzie 
faction prepared to act in agreement with the radicals in tilie lower province. 
In the summer of 1837 Mackenzie effected an organisation ^own as the Com- 
mittee of Vigilance, and throwing caution to the winds went about the province 
making incendiary speeches. Bidwell refused to have anything to do with 
the movement. The dispatch of troops to Lower Canada on the first signs of 
outbreak in' that province, favoured Mackenzie’s schemes. On the very day 
of Colonel Wetherall’s victory at St. Charles a revolutionary appeal headed 
“ Proclamation by William Lyon Mackenzie, chairman pro tern, of the Provi- 
sional Government of the State of Upper Canada,” and calling on all liberty- 
loving Canadians to rise, was scattered broadcast throughout the province. 
The proclamation stated that the “patriots” had established a provisional 
scat of government on Navy Island m the Niagara river. 

In the first week in December the rebels began to report at Montgomery’s 
tavern, near Toronto, designated as a rendezvous. Had the insurgents 
marched at once on Toronto, where the apathy was great, it must have fallen 
into their hands. The rebels opened negotiations with Governor Head, who 
would grant none of their demands. But the time spent in parleying was 
fatal. Colonel Allan McNab arrived in Toronto with a force of militia, and 
lost no time in attacking the insurgents at Montgomery’s tavern. After a 
short but sharp skirmish the rebels gave way and Mackenzie, for whose head 
a reward of £1,000 had been offered, fled across the border into the United 
States.® 

The provisional government maintained its headquarters on Navy Island 
in the Niagara river, where it flew the patriot flag with twin stars and the 
njotto “ Liberty and Equality.” The insurgents received supplies from the 
American shore, making use of a small vessel, the Caroline. This vessel 
was moored at night, under the very guns of Fort Schlosser ; indeed Bryce* 
declares that “ the shadows of the fort enveloped the Caroline.'* Nevertheless 
Colonel MeNab determined to destroy the boat. He commanded Captain 
Drew, R.N., to make the attempt upon her on the night of December 29th. 
The account of the carrying out of the project may bo givfyi in Captain 
Drew'’s own words, as quoted by the London Timca of February 15th, 1838. 
“ I have the honour to inform you,” Drew writes to his commander, " that, 
in obedience to your commands to burn, sink, or destroy the piratical steam 
vessel which has been plying between Navy Island and the American shore, 
the whole of yesterday I ordered a lookout to be kept upon her. I assembled 
the boats off the point of the island and dropped down quietly upon the 
steamer ; wo were not discovered until within twenty yards of her, when the 
sentry upon the gangway hailed us, and asked for the countersign, which I 
told him wo would give him when wo got on board. Ho then fired upon us, 
when we immediat^y boarded, and found from twenty to thirty men upon 
her docks, who wore overcome, and in two minutes she was in our possessioxL 
As tho current was running strong, and our position close to the Falls of 
Niagara, I doomed it most prudent to burn the vessel but previous to setting 
her on fire we took the precaution to loose her from her moorings, and turn 
her out into the stream, to prevent the possibility of the destruction of any- 
thing like American property. In short all those on board the steamer who 
did not resist were quietly put on shore, as I thought it possible that there 
might be some American citizens on board. Those who assailed us were of 
course dealt with according to the usages of war.” “ The vessel proved to 

H. W.— VOL. XXII. z 
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be an Amorican bottom,” says Bryce, & “and so Britain was compelled to 
disavow the seizure, but nothing could blot out the bravery of the deed.” 

Up to the end of 1838 Upper Canada was from time to time entered by 
marauding bands from the United States, eomposed of a few disappointed 
revolutionists urged on by Mackenzie and others, and such ruihans or 
adventurers as they could persuade by promise of pillage or grants of land 
to join them. None of the expeditions were successful enough to cause much 
more than a temj)orary disturbance, and they came to an end when the 
United States authorities finally awakened to the necessity of suppressing 
them. Mackenzie himself was arrested and spent some time in prison for 
his part in instigating the raids. The inefficient Sir Francis Bond Head was 
at length removed from the lieutenant-governorship, and his successor. Sir 
George Arthur, acted with more resolution. Lount, Matthews, Von Shoultz, 
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and a number of the American raiders were executed, and a laige number 
transported to the convict settlements in Austi’alia. The revolt was an 
unfortunate and unnecessary episode in Canadian history, but as Sir John 
Bourinot points out, it caused tne extinction of the Family Compact regime, 
and led to a better system of government 

LORD DURHAM IN CANADA 

“The immediate result of the rebellion in Lower Canada,” says Bourinot, 
“ was the intervention of the imperial authorities by the suspension of the 
constitution of that province, and the formation of a special council for 
purposes of temporary government.” Lord Durham was selected to act as 
governor-general and high commissioner in the hope that the provincial 
aifficulties might be adjusted. 

Lord Durham aspired to eclipse, by a parade of vice-regality, all the 
splendour of the preceding governors of Cfanada. He landed at Quebec 
under a salute of artillery, and took the prescribed oaths with all accustomed 
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formalities. He wished to si^alise at onoe his advent to power by an act 
of grace in favour of parties m durance for political ohences; but lie found 
this to be impracticable. 

A rock ahead was the disposal of the charges brought against sundry 
individuals for sedition and rebellion. Lord Durham well knew that the 
incriminated persons would not be adjudged guilty of treason unless by jury- 
men selected from the ranks of their enemies. Taking advantage of the day 
fixed for the coronation of Queen Victoria (June 28, 1838), ho suddenly 
proclaimed a general amnesty of all political offences committed during 
the recent troubles; making exception, however, of the cases of fourscore 
individuals. Of the eighty persons designated for banishment, some were 
in prison, and the rest had fled abroad. The former [including Wolfred 
Nelson, Jlouchette, Viger, and fivo others'] wore to bo sent to Bermuda, 
and retained as convicts usually are. [Papineau, Cartier, O’Callahan, and 
Robert Nelson wore among those threatened with death if they returned to 
the province/] The government, having hut a speculative power over tho 
latter class of accused pari ies, could only forbid their return to tho colony. 
This seemed to bo sage and humane, as well as an easy way of surmounting 
a great difficulty ; but, unhappily, by ordaining the transportation of accused 
persons to penal colonies without tne usual form of jurisprudence, Durham 
t)ccaine a violator of his country’s laws, and as he had many enemies in tho 
British legislature^ tho occasion was eagerly seized by the latter to dcnount» 
him personally. By the Canadians, however, tho measure was looked on 
favourably. Intelligonco of the official disav(>wal of the Durham policy 
arrived in Canada, and he determined to renounce tho further prosecution 
of his mission. Tho carl embarked for Europe, leaving the (lireetion of 
affairs in the hands of Sir John Colborne.i 

Colborne, who soon after became governor-general, quickly put down a 
rebellion lod by Robert Nelson, brother of Woltred Nelson, the exile. The 
insurgents made some headway for a time, but were presently defeated. The 
government made an example of some of tho leaders, executing twelve of 
theni.a 


THE UNION ACT OF 1840 

There were persons of influence at headquarters who wished to ostracise 
in mass the French-Canadians, and deprive them of tho electoral franchise. 
Others proposed a legislative union of the two Canadas, or indeed of all tho 
provinces, thereby reducing the French-Canadian members to a merely 
nominal number. Others, again, suggested a federal union. Tho Union 
project, afterwards shaped by the British ministry, gave an equal number of 
representatives to Lower Canada as to the Upper Province : nevertheless, by 
means of an unequal division of the electoral colleges, the British were made 
sure of being able to elect two-thirds of the whole number of representatives. 
But the Colonial Association of London were not satisfied. Lord Melbourne 
presented to the imperial parliament. May 4th, 1839, a royal message recom- 
mending a legislative union with Canada. Lord Johm Russell introduced the 
Union bill to the Commons in June following, and the bill was ordered to 
lie oyer till next session. Meanwhile Mr. Poulett Thompson, M.P., was 
appointed governor-general of the two provinces, i 

Mr. Thompson, whose commission boro date September 13th, 1830, was a 

Bourinot« sayg that tho British indignation was largely due to Lord Brougham, Durham's 
personal enemy.] 
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relative of Lord Ashburton. He was a man of great diplomatic tact, and he 
succeeded in inducing the Canadian legislatures to accept the measure pro- 
posed by the home government, and accordingly “ the Act to Reunite the 
Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada" became law, July 23rd, 1840. The 
act provided for a legislative council the members of which were appointed 
for life by the governor. The legislative assembly was to consist of equal 
numbers of members from Upper and Lower Canada. 

The act came into force by proclamation on the 5th of February, 1841. 
It gave by no means universal satisfaction. The rebel party of Upper 
Canada, in particular, regarded it, sj^s Bryce,* as “but a half measure”; 
their compatriots in Lower Canada thought it the beginning of a Canadian 
republic. On the whole, however, we may perhaps feel that Bryce * is right 
in contending that the British ministry, “ tnrougn Lord Durham's aid, had 
undoubtedly reached the happy mean.” In any event, the authorities wero 
well pleased with Mr. Thompson's management, for they raised him to the 
peerage as Lord Sydenham, and appointed him governor-general of Canada.® 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 

The eminent publicist, Sir J. G. Boiirinot.c refers to the passage of the 
Union Act of 1840, as marking tho commencement of a new era in the con- 
stitutional history of Canada ; a criticism with which most observers will bo 
disposed to agree. In Bourinot’s opinion, the oiio all important result was 
the admission of tho principle that t he ministerial advisers of tho governor 
must possess the confiaonoe of tho parliamentary representatives of tho people. 

Lord Sydenham entered with enthusiasm into the work of launcliing the 
new constitution. The first assembly elected after the union was heterogen- 
eous in the extreme, the old discredited “Family Compact’’ faction was 
scarcely represented, and the successful inauguration of the m^w government 
was accomplished by its avowed friends. But Lord Sydenham died (Septem- 
ber, 1841) before the success or failure of his policy could be proved, and his 
successor Sir Charles Bagot likewise died within a year. The next j^ovemor- 
general was Lord Metcalfe, a prot^g^ of the colonial secretary, Earl Stanley. 
Lord Metcalfc'like his superior was of strong reactionary tendencies, and a 
term as governor of Jamaica, where he had to deal principally with inferior 
races, had not fitted him especially well for his now post as governor of a 
people struggling to establish a responsible parliamencary government. TIjo 
crisis soon came. Under the able lead of Robero Baldwin, a conservative 
but sincere advocate of responsible government, tho assembly declared that 
the acts of the governor must be in harmony with the advice of his executive 
council. 

Ignoring this declaration Lord Metcalfe made an appointment without 
consulting his council of ministers, who thereupon resigned, and it was only 
with the greatest difficulty that tlie autocratic governor could fill their places. 
At the succeeding elections (1844) his ministry was barely sustained. Tho 
British ministry gave its unqualified approval of his attitude, however, and 
raised him to the peerage; and, satisfied with this manifestation of confidence, 
the lack of confidence of the Canadian people troubled him but little. Harassed 
by ill health he resimed the following year and returned to England, where 
he soon died. Dr. George Bryce* characterises him as being of a kind and 
benevolent disposition. He aamits that Metcalfe had his admirers among tho 
Canadians, but he thinks that the attempt to interfere with the constitution 
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which been purchased at great cost, and which could on no account bo 
relinquished, stirred up an opposition that could not readily be overcome. 
The day had passed when Metcalfe’s absolutist theories could gain acceptance. 

Meanwhile the maritime provinces were not without their constitutional 
struggles. In Nova Scotia Sir CJolin Campbell, a good soldier, but wholly 
unsuited for the position of civil governor, after an unceasing strife witli the 
liberals led by Joseph Howe and William Young, was recalled at the request 
of the assembly and suficrseded by Lord Falkland, a vain and pompous man, 
who became the tool of the tory party and after an administration even inort' 
troublous than that of Campbell was in turn replaced by Sir Jolm Harvey, 
who as governor of New Brunswick had already by his tact and a high order 
of statesmanship established government on a responsible basis in that 
province. 

In 1847 Lord Elgin was sent to Canada as governor-general with positive 
instructions “ to act generally upon the advice of his executive council, and 
to receive as members of that body those persons who might be pointed out 
to liiin as entitled to such positions by possessing the confidence of the assem- 
bly.” The year 1848 thus saw the principle of parliamentary self-govemmc'nt 
fully established in the provincr's of Canada, Now Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. 
By 1851 Prince Edward’s Island too was in full enjoyment of a like system. 


THE REBELLION LOSSES BILL 

Lord Elgin, in 1848, in carrying out the theory of responsible government, 
had called into power a ministry dominated by the two liberal leaders, Bald- 
win and Lafontine, who had at once introduced a bill allowing £100,000 for 
the satisfaction of losses incurred during the rebellion of 1837. At once the 
British or conservative party raised the cry of “No pay to rebels,” and race 
and party feeling ran high. The conservatives organised the Biitish North 
American League with the idea of effecting a miion of all the provinces, in 
the expectation of a separation of the two Canadas. In the provincial parlia- 
ment, the opposition, led by Sir Arthur McNab fought the Rebellion Losses 
Bill bitterly, but in spite of every effort it was passed. Its opponents then 
tried to persuade Lord Elgin to veto it, but in vain. Believing that it was 
desired by the people as represented by their ministers he gave it his assent. 
A first signal victory for responsible government had been won. 

As Lord Elgin left the Parliament house after assenting to the bill he was 
followed by a jeering, threatening mob composed of the best educated and 
most enlightened portion of Montreal’s population. The news of the governor’s 
action spread like wildfire and a mob soon quartered about the Parliament 
house where a night session was in progress. At last, after flyhig stones had 
broken every window in the building, the mob rushed in and thrust the 
frightened legislators from the hall. The torch was then applied and the 
building was soon a mass of flames. The imperial government sustained 
Lord Elgin and as a rebuke to Montreal, the provincial capital was removed 
and finally (1858) established at Ottawa. 


CANADIAN CONFEDERATION 

Slowly but surely during three years the idea of confederation was form- 
ing itself throughout the provinces. Its necessity as the only solution of the 
increasing difficulties of administration was daily becoming more evident. 
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It had been ably advocated in the Canadas by Alexander Galt in 1857. In 
the year following the conservatives, to save themselves, accepted Galt as a 
colleague, and incorporated his ideas of confederation into their party pro- 
gramme. Early in 1864 representatives of the maritime provinces met at 
Charlottetown to discuss a union of the maritime provinces. Before any 
plan of coalition could be decided upon, a delegation from the two Canadas 
appeared on the scene with a proposal for a larger union. A second conference 
was decided upon and met in Quebec in the following October. They deliber- 
ated eighteen days and adopted a series of seventy-tour resolutions, forming 

a scheme of union, 
which formed the 
basis of the subse- 
quent British North 
America Act. 

Agitation con- 
tinued during several 
years. Upper and 
Lower Canada, Nova 
Scotia and New 
Brunswick decided 
for confederation and 
sent delegates to 
England to urge the 
passage of an act to 
bring it about. New- 
foundland and Prince 
Edward’s Island held 
back, and for a time 
St Louts Gate, Quebec a reaction in Nova 

Rcotia^tilmost caiis(‘d 

that province’s withdrawal from the proposed union. The so-called Fenian 
invasions of 1866, by emphasising the necessity for united action, won votes 
for the Confederation proposals At length the British North American 
Act passed the imperial parliament and was assented to by the queen, March 
29, 1867. 

THE NORTHWEST 

Until the year 1867 the history of the Can.idian northwest was little more 
than a history of the fur trade. The original Hudson’s Bay Company was 
organised under a charter of Charles II in 1670 with Prince Rupert as presi- 
dent. This corporation disputed the held with the French and American 
colonial traders for over a century. In 1787 the merchants of Montreal and 
other Canadian towns organised a rival company known as the North West 
Company, or more familiarly the ^'Nor’ Westers.” In 1789 the famous 
explorer Alexander Mackenzie, an agent of tlie “Nor’ Westers,” started on 
his way across the continent, arriving at length, in July, 1793, on the shores 
of the Pacific, the first 'known white man to cross the continent north of 
Mexico. But already the navigators Cook (1778) and Vancouver (1792) 
had planted the British flag upon the shore's of the western ocean. In 1806 
Simon Frazer built at Fort Frazer the first trading post in British Columbia. 
In a few years the great interior region was being opened to settlement. The 
first post in the Red river country was established by a Frenchman, Veren- 
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drye, who as early as 1735 had built a stockade which he named Fort Rouj^e 
on the site of the present city of Winnipeg. It was not, however, until 1812 
that an English settlement was attempted. In the previous year Lord 
Selkirk, a Scotch nobleman, purchased from the Hudson Bay Company, in 
which he was one of the heaviest stockholders, a hundred thousand square 
miles of territory in the nortliwest, which he named Assiniboia. In 1812 he 
planted on the banks of the Red river a colony of Scotch and Iri.sh immigrants. 
The North West Company, suspecting the new settlement to be a venture of 
their rival in the fur trade, adopted a hostile attitude, and the early days of 
the settlement, which really marked the founding of Manitoba, were marked 
by turmoil and privation and bloodshed. In 1816 the animosity of tlie North 
West Company took the form of an armed expedition against the Selkirk 
colony with the avowed purpose of exterminating it. The Nor’ Westers’ 
attack on Fort Douglass was gallantly bc'aten off, though with the loss of 
Governor Semple. In the following year Lord Selkirk himself led an anned 
force and a new lot of settlers to the aid of his colonists, reduced several of 
the North West Company’s posts, and established his settlements on a firm 
foundation. The cause of all the rivalry came to a happy end with the union 
of the Hudson’s Bay and North West companies in 1821 and a period of 
steady, peaceful growth followed. In 1835 the entire Red river region was 
placed under a regular government known as the council of Assiniboia which 
continued to control it till the purchase of the Northwest by the Canadian 
Confederation. 

In 1849 the Hudson Bay Company made Victoria on Vancouver Island 
the capital of the Pacific coast part of its territories. The discovery ol gold 
ill the coast range in 1856 led to a large influx of settlers. The Oregon Tn*aty 
of 1846 had however left the United States boundary in doubt, and the sub- 
sequent uncertainty almost led to hostilities. This dispute was patched up 
in 1860 however. Previously in 1858 Vancouver Island and British Columbia 
were made separate provinces, but in 1866 they were again united to avert 
a threatened movement on the island for annexation to the United States. 
In 1870 after the confederation had lieeii accomplished, negotiations for taking 
the control of tlie Northwest, including the Red river region, from the Hudson 
Bay Company were crowned with success. In return the company received 
£300,000 in cash, one-twentieth of all surveyed land and cerji^iin guarantees 
as to excessive taxation. In 1 870 the new province of Manitoba was admitted 
to the Confederation, to lie followed three years later by British Columbia.® 

THE RED RIVER REBELLION 

Bryce 6 declares that the transfer of the Hudson Bay Company 
territories to Canada was greatly mismanaged.” It is easy to criticise 
retrospectively, yet there is ample evidence that some mistakes wore made. 
The country was largely populated by French Metis, or half-breeds, some of 
whom wore farmers, while many pursued the precarious vocation of the 
hunter. It is probable that the various parties of explorers and surveyors 
looked with contempt upon men having Indian blood in their veins. It 
came to pass presently that a considerable number ^f the half-breeds were in 
revolt, with an excitable fanatic named Louis Riel at their head. The leader 
was a half-breed son of a French-Canadian miller living on a small river 
called the Seine, not far below Fort Garry. 

Attempts to subdue the insurgents were made by William McDougall, 
who had been named as first governor of the new province. But Riel and 
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his followers held the proclamations of the governor in contempt ; and indeed 
it would appear that McDougall overstepped the bounds of his authority by 
issuing orders in advance of the actual transfer of the territory to his com- 
mand. In any event, Riel presently seized Fort Garry, and announced 
himself as president of the territory. Riel’s pride and arrogance knew no 
bounds. In a report made to the Secretary of State of Canada on April 12th, 
1870, Mr. Donald A. Smith ^ describes the conditions that pertained in and 
around Fort Garry as being “most unsatisfactory and truly humiliating.” 
“ Upwards of sixty British subjects,” says the report, “ were hold in close 
continemont as ‘ political prisoners ’ ; security for persons or property there 
was none ; the fort, with its large supplies of ammunition, provisions, and 
stores of all kinds, was in the possession of a few hundred French half-breeds, 
whose leaders had declared their determination to use every effort for the 
purpose of annexing the territory to the United States ; and the governor 
and council of Assmiboia were powerless to enforce the law. But we had 
freq^uent visits in the fort from some of the most influential men in the 
setUernent, who gladly made known to the people generally the liberal 
intentions of the Canadian government, and in consequence one after 
another of Riel's councillors seceded from him, and being joined by their 
friends and by many of their compatriots and co-rcligionists, who had 
throughout held aloof from the insurgents, they determined no longer to 
submit to his dictation. This change evidently had a marked effect on 
Riel, causing him to alter his tactics, and to profess a desire for an accom- 
modation with Canada, On the 22nd of January Riel had several conferences 
with the well affected French within the fort : he was melted even to tears, 
told them how earnestly he desired an arrangement with Canada, and 
assured them that ho would lay down his authority immediately on the 
meeting of the convention, to meet on January 2r)th, 'with the object of 
considering the subject of Mr. Smith’s commission, and to decide what would 
be the best for the welfare of the country.’ They believed b^m sincere, and 
they held that ten men would be amply sufficient to leave while they went 
to secure their election; the consequence was that they had hardly gone, 
when repressive measures were resorted to, and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
stores, which had hitherto boon only partially in their hands, were now 
taken compile possession of by Riel. Efforts were made to have the 
prisoners released, but without avail” 

In taking advantage of his authority, the insurgent leader made a 
mistake that proved fatal to his own cause. He had among his prisoners a 
young man named Thomas Scott, against whom he appeared to have a 
particular prejudice. Urging that Scott had proved utterly incorrigible, 
Riel condemned him to death, and, despite every effort on the part of Scott’s 
friends, the sentence was put into execution. “ I argued with Riel,” says 
Mr. Smith, “ but argument, entreaty, and protest alike failed to draw him 
from his purpose. Scott was told to prepare to die. He said good-bye to 
the other prisoners, was led outside the gate of the fort, with a white 
handkerchief covering his head ; his coffin, having a piece of white cotton 
thrown over it, was carried out ; his eyes were bandaged ; he continued in 
prayer, in which he haii been engaged on the way for a few minutes; he 
asked Mr. Toung how he should place himself, whether standing or kneeling, 
then knelt in the snow, and immediately after fell back, pierced by three 
bullets, which passed through his body.” 

i Canadian Sessional Papers, No. 12. 
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The news of this atrocity led to decisive action. Colonel Wolseley set out. 
with the so-called Red River Expeditionary Force to put down the insur- 
gents. Before the laborious tour up Lake Superior and along the old 
fur-traders’ route could be completed, however, Riel’s follcrwers tired of thoir 
leader or had become frightened by the news of the approaching army ; and 
when Wolseley’s force reached Fort Garry on August 24th, 1870, they found 
it abandoned by the insurgents, Riel himself having fled. 

For the moment the country was pacified , but it was not to bo expected 
that so mixed a population should bo amalgamated without further dissen- 
sions, and when some fifteen years later matters again came to a crisis. Riel 
was urged to return and put himself at the head of a now rebellion. Ho 
appeared with a bond of 
marauders, and on the 20 th 
of March, 1885, made an 
attack at Duck Lake on the 
mounted police and Prince 
Albert volunteers, defeating 
them with considerable loi-s 
of life. There was naturally 
much excitement over this 
uprising, yet it proved un- 
important. “ From different 
arts of Canada in a few 
ays,’* says Bryce, & “some 
five or six thousand of the 
volunteer militia were on 
their wa^ to the scene of 
the rebellion,” At Fish 
Creek on the Saskatchewan, 
the French half-breeds weio 
defeated, as also were the 
Creo Indians under Chief 
Poundinaker: and a little 
later the rinmant of the sm ai i \ am.ik ma(h()nai i. 

allies gathered at Batuche (Ui.ih'M) 

were surrounded and either 

dispersed or compelled to surrender. Tho final engagement took jdaee on the 
12tn of May, 1885, and a few days later Louis Riel, the head ot the alleged 
provisional government and the actual leader of the insurgents, was capturtKl. 
He was tried by ci\il process at Regina in November of the same y(‘ar, and his 
execution marked the final overthrow of the hopes of the insurrectionists.^ 

AFTER CONFEDERATION 

The governor-gencnalship of Canada became on confederation one of the 
greatest official appointments in the gilt of the crown. It is agreed that the 
statesmen who have filled the post have been uniformly successful in holding 
evenly the balance between political parties, and Canadians are satisfied with 
the method of appointing the official head of the state. Canada’s political 
histo^ is interesting, as Slowing the gradual development of a policy strictly 
Canadian, and yet not divergent from that of the empire. The liberal coii- 
seiwative party which gathered round Sir John A. Macdonald, the first pre- 
mier, represented a practical school of statesmen. Drawn from the ranks of 
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both parties, they adopted a system of compromise in political matters, and 
made the early and speedy development of the country the main object of 
their policy. Opposed to them were the reform party, who took as their 
watchword financial retrenchment, and therefore opposed the government in 
its railway policy and other schemes of rapid development. On the over- 
throw of the Macdonald ministry in 1873, a reform government was formed 
under the Hon. Alex. Mackenzie. CJommitted by their parliamentaiy record 
to a policy of economy, the reformers soon aroused discontent by their neglect 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway project. As consistent believers in free trade 
too, they seemed powerless in the face of the financial difficulties that then 
beset Canada and threatened the ruin of her manufactures. This led to their 
defeat in 1878. The conservative party, on returning to power, adopted a 
highly protective tariff as a defence against American trade encroachment, 
and this has so far proved itself favourable to the commercial well-being of the 
country that it has been continued to the present day.^ On the death of Sir 
John A. Macdonald in 1891, Sir John Abbott became premier, but resigned 
through ill-health in the following year, and was succeeded by Sir John Thomp- 
son, who died at Windsor Castle in 1894, while attending to be sworn in as a 
member of her majesty’s privy council. Sir Mackenzie Bowell then became 
premier, and held the office until 1896, when he gave way to Sir Charles 
Tupper. In the elections of the same year, under the able leadership of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier, the reformers, who had been in opposition since 1878, won a 
signal victory, which they repeated in 1900 and again in 1904. The reform 
administration has been marked by various measures tending to unite Canada 
more closely with the empire — such as the adoption of imperial penny 
postage ; the denunciation of the German and Belgian treaties, with the 
subsequent preferential treatment accorded to British goods ; the carrying 
out of plans previously made for cable connection between Canada and 
Australia ; and the contribution of men for the South African war. On the 
other hand, the abandonment by the British government the Canadian 
claims in the Alaskan boundary dispute aroused a storm of indignation in 
the dominion ; and Sir Wilfrid Laurier went so far as to suggest that Canada 
should be given the right to conduct her own diplomatic negotiations. A 
notable feature of Canadian history in recent years has been a great flood of 
immigration, in large measure from the United States, into the northwest. 
In 1905 AlberCa and Saskatchewan were erected into provinces. At present 
the Grand Trunk company, with the assistance of the government, is con- 
structing a new transcontinental railway, which will greatly facilitate the 
settlement of this region. « 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

The discovery by John Cabot in 1497 of the island of Newfoundland, 
which then^by became the most ancient of all Great Britain’s colonial posses- 
sions, has already been mentioned. Likewise we have touched upon the early 
attempts at colonisation of Sir Humphrey Gilbert (1583) and others. By the 
year 1650, a century and a half after its discovery the entire population of 
Newfoundland was under two thousand, distributed along the southern shore 
in fifteen small settlemeifts. This scant population was swelled in the sum- 
mer time by several thousand fishermen, who made the island a temporary 
dwelling place while they salted and dried their season’s catch. Hence the 
foreign fish-traders and shipowners discouraged permanent settlement in order 
to maintain a monopoly of the fisheries and to retain the shore and coves for 
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their exclusive use. To retard permanent settlement the British government 
was led to make strin^nt laws prohibiting settlement within six miles of the 
shore and forbidding fishermen to remain over winter or to build or repair a 
house without special licence. The rivalpr of the Frehch fishermen was 
another element which retarded the prosperity of the island. During the long 
period of the French and English wars the constant hostility of the French 
harassed the few English settlers and rendered life and property insecure. 
The Peace of Utrecht (1713) which gave to France the right of catching and 
drying fish on the western and northern shores, known henceforth as the 
French Shore did not terminate the quarrel by any means, for although the 
sovereignty was confirmed to England the practical effect was to exclude 
settlers from the most habitable part of the island. It was only after a 
prolonged contest of over two centuries that the Newfoundland settlers 
obtained the repeal of the last of the restrictive laws. 

Meanwhile, despite those adverse conditions, the colony grew. In 1728, 
in the face of the objection of the “adventurers,” the appointment of a gov- 
ernor was secured, Captain Henry Osborne being sent on in that year with a 
commission to organise a civil goveniment for the island. This marked a new 
era in the history of the colony, and by 17G3 its permanent population had 
increased to eight thousand. In 1765 Labrador was attached to the New- 
foundland jurisdiction. During the Napoleonic wars the French were swept 
from the seas, and the colonial merchants and fishermen reaped the whole 
advantage of the fisheries. The value of fish trebled, wages rose, and in 1814 
no less than seven thousand immigrants settled in the colony, the population 
of which had by that time increased to over eighty thousand. In 1832 a new 
constitution embodying the principle of representative government was 
adopted, and in 1855 the system of responsible ministries was inaugurated. 

In 1884 Newfoundland gained a new importance in international politics 
from the revival of the ancient dispute in regard to the French Shore. In 
1884 and again in 1885 conventions arranged between the British and French 
governments were rejected by the Newfoundland legislature, which in 1886 
went further and passed an act cutting off the supply of fish bait to French 
fishermen. This measure was rather tardily approved by Lord Salisbury, a 
year and a half later, and at once the French foreign secretary, M. de Frey- 
cinet, retaliated by ordering the seizure and confiscation of the implements 
and stock of all foreign fishermen found upon the French Shore. The order 
was subsequently made to apply to the Newfoundland lobster factories, 
although the treaty originally dealt only with the question of the cod fisheries. 
In 1860 a modus vivendi was agreed upon by which existing lobster factories, 
both French and British, were to be left undisturbed until a final settlement 
could be arranged. The Newfoundland legislature was finally prevailed upon, 
l^y the promise tliat the imperial government would attempt to negotiate a 
new treaty, to incorporate the stipulations of the modus vivendi in an act 
which was passed annually thereafter up to 1904, each passage being acconi- 
panied with a protest. At length by the terms of an agreement signed April 
7th, 1904, by M. Delcass6 on the part of France and Lord Lansdowne on the 
part of hingland, France gave up her pretensions to exclusive fishing rights on 
the French Shore in return for an indenmity to be settled by arbitration, and 
a recognition of her rights in Morocco. 

A question of supreme importance in Newfoundland’s domestic politics 
has been the so-called Reid Contract. A Montreal contractor of the name 
of R. G. Reid secured, in 1893, despite bitter opposition, a contract for the 
construction of a trans-insular railroad. The contract provided that the con- 
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tractor should operate the road, and a telegraph system which he agreed to 
build, for a period of ten years, in return for a grant m fee-simple of 5,000 acres 
of land for each mile of road constructed amounting, if the railroad was fifty 
miles in length, to 2,500,000 acres. The railroad, completed in 1897, had a 
mileage of over six hundred miles. In 1898 Mr. Reid made a new contract 
with the Winter ministry by which in consideration of a further grant of 
2,500,000 acres he undertook to pay into the colonial treasury the sum of 
$1,000,000 and to operate both the railway and telegraph systems free of 
charge for fifty years, with the provision that at the end of that period both 
shoiud become his property. In the face of the declarations of the opponents 
of the measure that it practically meant the sale of the colony to Mr. Reid, 
the ministry secured the assent of the legislature and the approval of the im- 
perial government. The action of the British government led to the resigna- 
tion of the governor. Sir Herbert Murray, who disapproved of the measure, 
and eventually (1900) to the overthrow of the ministry of Sir James Winter 
and the fonnation of a liberal ministry by Sir Robert Bond who had led the 
opposition to the “ contract ” The proposal of Mr. Reid to convert his 
property into a limited liability company led the way to a readjustment of 
the terms of the new contract of 1898. The new agreement provided for the 
immediate transfer of the telegraph system to the company, for a more 
equitable arrangement of the land grants, and gave the colony the option of 
taking back the railroad system after fifty years by the paying back to the 
contractor of the sum of $1,000,000 and interest, and a further sum for 
betterments.^ 
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I 

THE BULL OF POPE ADRIAN IV EMPOVnERING HENRY II TO 
CONQUER IRELAND (1155 a.d. ) 

Bishop Adrian, servant of the servants of God, sends to his dearest son 
in Christ, the illustrious king of the English, greeting and apostolic benedic- 
tion. Laudably and profitably enough thy magnihceiipe thiiYks of extending 
thy glorious name on earth, and of heaping up rewards of eternal felicity in 
Heaven, inasmuch as, like a good catholic prince, thou dost endeavour to 
enlarge the bounds of the church, to declare the truth of the Christian faith 
to ignorant and barbarous nations, and to extirpate the plants of evil from 
the field of the Lord. And, in order the better to i)erfonn this, thou dost 
ask the advice and favour of the apostolic see. In which work, the more 
lofty the counsel and the better the guidance by which thou dost proceed, so 
much more do we trust that, by God^s help, thou wilt progress favourably 
in the same; for that reason that those things which have taken their rise 
from ardour of faith and love of religion are accustomed always to come to a 
good end and termination. 

There is indeed no doubt, as thy Highness doth also acknowledge, that 
Ireland and all other islands, which Christ the Sun of Righteousness has 
illumined, and which have received the doctrines of the Christian faith, belong 
to the jurisdiction of St. Peter and of the holy Roman Church. Wheiefone, 
so much the more willingly do we grant to them that the right faith and the 
^ed grateful to God may be planted in them, the more we perceive, by examin- 
ing more strictly our conscience, that this will be required of us. 
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Thou hast signified to us, indeed, most beloved son in Christ, that thou 
dost desire to enter into the island of Ireland, in order to subject the people 
to the laws and to extirpate the vices that have there taken root, and that 
thou art willing to pay an annual pension to St. Peter of one penny from every 
house, and to preserve the rights of the churches in that land inviolate and 
entire. We, therefore, seconding with the favour it deserves thy pious and 
laudable desire, and granting a benignant assent to thy petition, are well 
pleased that, for the enlargement of the bounds of the church, for the restraint 
of vice, for the correction of morals and the introduction of virtues, for the 
advancement of the Christian religion, thou should'st enter that island, and 
carry out there the things that look to the honour of God and to its own 
salvation. And may the people of that land receive thee with honour, and 
venerate thee as their master; provided always that the rights of the churches 
remain inviolate and entire, and saving to St. Peter and the holy Roman 
Church the annual pension of one penny from each house. If, therefore, 
thou dost see fit to complete what thou hast conceived in thy mind, strive 
to imbue that people with good morals, and bring it to pass, as well through 
thyself as through those whom thou dost know from their faith, doctrine, 
and course of life to be fit for such a work, that the church may there be 
adorned, the Christian religion planted and made to grow, and the things 
which pertain to the honour of God and to salvation be so ordered that thou 
may’st merit to obtain an abundant and lasting reward from God, and on 
earth a name glorious throughout the ages. 


II 

JOHN’S CONCESSION OF ENGLAND TO THE POPE r]213 a.d.) 

John, by God’s grace, king of England, lord of Ireland, duke of Normandy 
and Aquitaine, count of Anjou, to all Christ’s faithful that shall sec the present 
charter, greeting. To all of you, through this our charter, furnished with our 
seal, we wish it to be known that inasmuch as we had offended God and our 
mother Holy Church in many ways and hence are known greatly to need God’s 
mercy, and caff not offer anything worthy to make due satisfaction to God and 
to the church unless we humble ourselves and our kingdoms: — wishing to 
humble ourselves for Him who humbled Himself for us unto death, and 
inspired by the grace of the Holy Spirit, not induced by force or driven by 
fear, but of our own good free will and by the common advices of our barons, 
we do offer and freely yield to God and His holy apostles Peter and Paul and 
the holy Roman church our mother, and to our lord pope Innocent and to his 
catholic successors, the entire realm of England and the entire realm of Ire- 
land, with all their rights and appurtenances, for the forgiveness of our own 
sins and of those of all our race, both living and dead; and now receiving 
and holding them, as a vassal from God and the Roman church, in the pres- 
ence of the wise Pandulph, subdcacon and of the household of the lord pope, 
fealty for them to him our aforesaid lord pope Innocent, and his catholic 
successors and the RomaA church wc do perform and swear according to the 
form appended; and in the presence of the lord pope, if we be able to come 
before him, we shall do lie^e homage to him; binding our successors and our 
heirs by our wife forever, m like manner to perform fealty and show homage 
to him who shall be chief pontiff at the time, and to the Roman church without 
demur. As a sign, moreover, of this our perpetual obligation and concession 
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we will and establish that from the proper and especial revenues of our afore- 
said realms, for all the service and customs which we ought to render for 
them, saving in all things the penny of St. Peter, the Boman church shall 
receive yeany a thousand marks sterling, namely at the feast of St. Michael 
live hundred marks, and at Easter live hundred mark» — seven hundred, 
namely for the kingdom of England, and throe hundred for the kingdom of 
Ireland — saving to us and to our heirs our rights, liberties and regalia; all 
of which things, as they have been described above, wo declare to bo forever 
holding arid firm, and we bind ourselves and our successors not to act counter 
to them. And if we or any one of our successors make bold to attempt this, 
—whoever he be, unless after due admonition ho repent, ho shall lose his 
right to the kingdom, and this charter of our obligation and concession shall 
always remain firm. 

Form of the Gain, of Fealty 

I, John, by God’s grace, king of England and lord of Ireland, from this 
hour forth will be faithful to God and St. Peter luid the Roman church imd 
my lord pope Innocent and his successors who are ordained in a catholic 
manner : I shall not allow, by act, deed, word, consent or counsel, that they 
lose life or members or be taken captive. I will stop harm unto them, if I 
know of it, and will cause harm to be removed from them if I can : otherwise 
with all speed I will inform them or tell of it to s\ich person as I believe will 
for certain inform them. Any counsel which they entrust to me through 
themselves or through their envoys or through their letters, I will keep secret, 
nor will I wittingly disclose it to any for their harm. 'I'ho patrimony of St. 
Peter, and especially the kingdom of England and the kingdom of Ireland, 
I will aid to the best of my ability in holding and defending against all men. 
So God and these holy Gospels help me.i 

III 

THE STATUTE DE RELIGIOSIS (1279 a.d.) 

[The Statute de Rcligiosis, or as it is more commonly called, the Statute of Mortmain, was 
enacted by Bclwurd 1 to forbid the acquisition of land by ndigious orders or by tho church, 
in such wise that the land should come into mortmain. " The king and*t>ther lords," says 
Stubbs, “ were dully losing the services due to them, by the granting of estates to persons or 
institutions inca}iabio of fulfilling the legal obligations. In future nil lands so bestowed were 
to be forfeited to the immediate lord of the fee ; the crown standing in the position of ultimate 
sequestrator.”] 

The king to his J ustices of the Bench, greeting. Inasmuch as of late it 
has been provided that members of orders should not enter into the fees of 
any without the will and licence of the lords in chief of whom these fees are 
held immediately ; and members of orders, nevertheless, have hereafter entered 
as well into their own fees as into those of others, appropriating them to them- 
selves, and buying them, and sometimes receiving tliem from the gift of others, 
whereby the services which are due of such fees, and which from tne beginning 
were provided for the defence ot the realm, are unduly withdrawn, and the 
lords in chief do lose their escheats thence ; we, foj* the profit of our realm, 
wishing to provide a fit remedy, by advice of our prelates, counts and other 
subjects of our realm who are of our council, have provided, established and 
ordained, that no person, member of an order or no, or whatsoever else he be, 

This statute and the two succeeding ones aro reproduced here from Stubbs’ Sdeel (JkarUn 
of Eiyjlish ConsCiCutional history, with aotmowledgments to the Delegates of the Oxford Unbrersity 
Press.] 
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shall make bold to buy or sell any lands or holdings, or under colour of gift, 
or of any other term or title whatever, receive them from any one, or in any 
other way, by craft or by wile appropriate them to himself, whereby such 
lands and holdings may come into mortmain; imder pain of forfeiture of the 
same. We have provided also that if any person, member of an order, or no, 
make bold cither by craft or wile to go counter to this statute, it shall be law- 
ful for us and for other immediate lords in chief of the fee so alienated, to 
enter it within a year from the time of such alienation and to hold it in fee 
as an inheritance. And if the immediate lord in chief shall be negligent and 
be not willing to enter into such fee within the year, then it shaD be lawful 
for the next mediate lord in chief, within the half year following, to enter 
that fee and to hold it, as has been said; and thus each mediate lord may 
do if the next lord be negligent in entering such fee, as has been said before. 
And if all such chief lords of such fee, who shall be of full age and within the 
four seas and out of prison, shall be for one year negligent or remiss in this 
matter, we, straightway after the end of the year after the time when such 
purchases, gifts, or appropriations of another kind happen to be made, shall 
take such lands and holdings into our hand, and shall cnfief others therein 
by certain services to us to be rendered thence for the defence of our realms; 
saving to the lords in chief of the same fees their wards, escheats and other 
things which pertain to them, and the services therefrom due and accustomed. 
And therefore we command you to cause the aforesaid statute to be read 
before you, and from henceforth to be firmly kept and observed. Witness 
the King at Westminster, the 15th day of November, the 7th year of our 
reign. 


IV 

THE STATUTE QUIA EMPTORES (1290 a.^).) 

[The Statute Quia Emptoref*, known also as the Statute of Westminster III, was to feudal 
ism what the tl^tatute of Mortmain was tf) the church Its abdition and prohibition of (subin- 
feudation was one of the &tronge*st rcstrainte put upon the feudal system m England, and 
checked the natural tendency of development along the lines followed on the Continent. The 
difference between the feudal systems in England and in continental countrioH being one of the 
vital points m En'glish mediaeval history, the importance of the enactment is evident.] 

Inasmuch as buyers of lands and holdings of the fees of magnates and 
others to the injury of the same, often in former times have entered upon their 
fees, and to them (the purchasc*rs) the free tenants of these same magnates 
and others have sold their lands and holdings to be held in fee for themselves 
and their heirs from the subinfeudators and not from the lords in chief of the 
fees, whereby the same lords in chief have often lost the escheats, marriages, 
and wardships of lands and holdings belonging to their fees, which thing 
indeed to the same magnates and other lorxls seemed very hard and extreme, 
and likewise, in this case, manifest disinheritance; the lord king in his par- 
liament at Westminster after Easter in the 18th year of his reign, viz.f in the 
Quinzime of St. John the Baptist, at the instance of the magnates, of his 
realm did grant, provide, *and decree that henceforth it shall be lawful for aiiy 
and every free man to sell at will his lands or holdings or a part of them; in 
such manner, however, that the infeudated person shall hold that land or 
holdings from the same lord and chief and by the same services and customs 
by which his infeudator previously held them. And if he shall have sold to 
any one any part of the same lands or holdings, the infeudated person shall hold 
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it directly of the lord in chief, and shall strai^tway be charged with as much 
service as pertains or ought to TCrtain to that lord for diat parcel, according 
to the amount of the land or hcnding sold; and so in this case there shall fafi 
away from the lord in chief that part of the service which is to be performed 
by the hand of the infeudator, from the time when the infeudated person 
ought to be attendant and answerable to that same lord in chief, according 
to the quantity of the land or holding sold, for that parcel of service thus due. 
And it must be known that by the said sales or purchases of lands or holdings 
or any part of them, those lands or holdings in part or in whole, can not come 
into mortmain, by art or by wile, contrary to the statute recently issued 
thereupon, etc. [the statute of 1279]. And it is to be known that that statute 
concerning lands sold holds good only for those holding in fee simple, etc. ; 
and that it extends to future time; and it shall begin to take effect at the 
feast of St. Andrew next coming. 


V 

STATUTE OF LABOURERS (1349 a.d.) 

[Tlui fiist Btatuto of liabourerH, passed in the twenty -third jear of Edward 111 was an at- 
tenijit to regulate labour, the price of which had become unusually high as a result of the 
dearth of labouiers following the Black Death. A second biatute, passed two years later, 
uuimttlj ngulatcd the hcale of wages ] 

Edward, by the grace of God, etc., to the reverend father in Christ, Wil- 
liam, by the same grace, archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, 
gr('(‘tiiig. Because a groat part of the people, and especially of the workmen 
find servants, has now died in that pestilence, some, seeing the straights of the 
masters and the scarcity of servants, are not willing to serve unless they 
receive excessive wages, and others, rather than through labour to gain their 
living, prefer to beg in idleness. We, considering the grave inconveniences 
v^liich might come from the lack, especially of ploughmen and such labourers, 
have held deliberation and treaty concerning this with the prelates and nobles 
and other learned men silting by us; by whose consentient counsel we have 
seen fit to ordain : that every man and woman of our kingdom of England, 
of whatever condition, whether bond or free, who is able bodipd and below 
the age of sixty years, not living from trade nor carrying on a fixed craft, nor 
having of his own the means of living, or land of his own with regard to the 
cultivation of which he might occupy himself, and not serving another — if 
he, considering his station, be sought after to serve in a suitable service, he 
shall be bound to serve him w'ho has seen fit so to seek after him ; and he shall 
take only the wages, liveries, meed, or salary which, in the places where he 
nought to serve, were accustomed to be paid in the twentieth year of our 
reign of England, or the five or six common years next preceding. Provided, 
Ihfit in thus retaining their service, the lords are preferred before others of 
their bondsmen or their land tenants* so, nevertheless that such lords thus 
retain as many as shall be necessary and not more; and if any man or woman, 
being thus sought after in service, will not do this, the fact being proven by 
two faithful men before the sheriffs or the bailiffs of^our lord the kmg, or the 
constables of the town where this happens to be done — straightway through 
them, or some one of them, he shall be taken and sent to the next jail, and 
there he shall remain in strict custody until he shall find surety for serving in 
the aforesaid form. 

And if a reaper or mower, or other workman, or servant, of whatever 

H. W. — VOL. ZXXI. 2a 
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standing or condition he be, who is retained in the service of any one, do 
depart from the said service before the end of the term agreed, without per- 
mission or reasonable cause, he shall undergo the penalty of imprisonment, 
and let no one, under the same penalty, presume to receive or retain such a 
one in his service. Let no one, moreover, pay or permit to be paid to any one 
more wages, livery, meed or salary than was customary as has been said; nor 
let any one in any other manner, exact or receive them, under penalty of pay- 
ing to him who feels himself aggrieved from this, double the sum that has thus 
been paid or promised, exacted, or received; and if such person be not willing 
to prosecute, then it (the sum) is to he given to any one of the people who shall 
prosecute in this matter; and such prosecution shall take place in the covirt 
of the lord of the place where such case shall happen. And if the lords of the 
towns or manors presume of themselves, or through their servants, in any way 
to act contrary to this, our present ordinance, then in the counties, wapen- 
takes and tithings suit shall be brought against them in the aforesaid form 
for the triple penalty (of the sum) thus promised or paid by them or their 
servants; and if perchance, prior to the present ordinance, any one shall have 
covenanted with any one thus to serve for more wages, he shall not be bound 
by reason of the said covenant, to pay more than at another time was wont 
to be paid to such person; nay, under the aforesaid penalty he shall not 
presume to pay more. 

Likewise saddlers, skinners, white-tawers, cordwainers, tailors, smiths, 
carpenters, masons, tilers, shipwrights, carters, and all other artisans anti 
labourers shall not take for th('ir labour and handiwork mort' than what, in 
the jDlaces where they happen to labour, was customarily paid to such per- 
sons in the said twentieth year and in the other common years preceding, as 
has been said; and if any man take more, he shall be committed to the nearest 
jail in the manner aforesaid. 

Likewise let butchers, fishmongers, hostlers, brewers, bakers, pulters, and 
all other vendors of any victuals, be bound to sell such victuals for a reasonable 
price, having regard for the price at which such victuals arc sold in the adjoin- 
mg places: so that such vendors may have moderate gains, not excessive, 
according as the distance of the places from which such victuals are carried 
may seem reasonably to require; and if any one sell such victuals in another 
manner, andjbe convicted of it in the aforesaid way, he shall pay the double 
of that which he received to the party injured, or in d(‘fault of him, to another 
who shall be willing to prosecute in this behalf ; and the mayor and bailiffs of 
the cities and burroughs, merchant towns, and others, and of the maritime 
ports and places shall have power to inquire concerning each and every one 
who shall in any way err against this, and to levy the aforesaid penalty for the 
benefit of those at whose suit such delinquents shall have been convicted; 
and in case that the same mayor and bailiffs shall neglect to carry out the 
aforesaid, and shall be convicted of this before justices to be assigned by us, 
then the same mayor and bailiffs shall be compelled through the same justices, 
to pay to such wronged person or to another prosecuting in his place, the treble 
of the thing thus sold, and nevertheless, on our part too, they shall be griev- 
oufllv punished. 

And because many sc^und beggars do refuse to labour so long as they can 
live from be^ing alms, giving themselves up to idleness and sins, and, at 
times, to robbery and other crimes — let no one, under the aforesaid pain of 
imprisonment presume, under colour of piety or alms, to give anything to 
such as can ve^ well labour, or to cherish them in their sloth — so that thus 
they may be compelled to labour for the necessaries of life. 
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VI 

PETITION OF RIGHT (1628 a.d.) 

[The Petition of Right is memorable, as Gardiner points out, as the first statutory restric- 
tion of the powers of the crown since the accession t>f the Tudors. It received the name of 
petition because the commons stated their grievances in the form of a petition, refusing to 
grant supplies until Charles gave his assent to the measure. The kiiu? at first eluded the 
petition, buti finally, moved by the threat of the commons to proceed with charges against his 
favourite, Buckingham, affixed his signature to the enactment j 

THE PETITION EXHIBITED TO HIS MAJESTY BY THE LORDS SPIRITUAL AND 
TEMPORAL AND COMMONS, IN THIS PRESENT PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, 
CONCERNING DIVERS RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES OF THE SUBJECTS, WITH 
THE king’s majesty’s ROYAL ANSWER THEREUNTO IN FULL PARLIAMENT. 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty 

Huinbly shew unto our Sovereign Lord the King, tlic Lords spiritual and 
tcnii)()ral, and Commons in Parliament assembled, that whereas it is declared 
and (‘nacted by a statute made in the time of the reign of King ICdward 1, 
commonly called Statutum de tallacjio non concedendo, that no tallage or aul 
shall be laid or levied by the King or his heirs in this realm, without the good 
will, and assent of the archbishops, bishops, earls, barons, knights, burgesses, 
and other the freemen of the commonalty of this realm; and by authority of 
Parliament holden in the five-and-twentieth year of tlie reign of King Edward 
III, it is declared and enacted, that from thenceforth no person sliould be 
compelled to make any loans to the King against his will, because such loans 
were against reason and the franchise of the kuid ; and by other laws of this 
realm it is provided, that none should be charged by any charge or imposition 
called a benevolence, nor by such like charge; by which statutes before 
mentioned and other the good lawh and statutes of this realm, your subjects 
have inherito(l this freedom, that they should not be compelled to contribute 
to any tax, tallage, aid, or other like charge not set by common consent, in 
Parliament. 

II. Yet nevertheless, of late divers commissions directed to sundry com- 
missioners in several counties, with instructions, have issued; by nutans 
wh('reof your people have been in divers places assembled, and required to 
lend certain sums of money unto your Majesty, and many of them, upon their 
retusal so to do, have had an oath administered unto them not warrantable 
by the laws or statutes of this realm, and have been constrained to become 
bound to make appearance and give utterance before your Privy Council and 
in other places, and others of them have been therefore imprisoned, confined, 
and sundry other ways molested and disquieted; and divers other charges 
have been laid and levied upon your people in several counties by lord lieu- 
tenants, deputy lieutenants, commissioners for musters, justices of peace aiid 
others, by command or direction of your Majesty, or your Privy Council, 
against the laws and free customs of the realm. 

III. And whereas also by the statute called “The Great Charter of the 
Liberties of England,” it is declared and enacted, That no freeman may bo 
taken or imprisoned, or be disseised of his freehold or liberties, or his free 
customs, or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, but by the 
lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. 
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IV. And in the eight-and-twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III, 
it was declared and enacted by authority of Parliament, that no man, of what 
estate or condition that he be, should be put out of his land or tenements, nor 
taken, nor imprisoned, nor disherited, nor put to death without being brought 
to answer by due process of law. 

V. Nevertheless, against the tenor of the said statutes, and other the 
good laws and statutes of your realm to that end provided, divers of your 
subjects have of late been imprisoned without any cause shewed; and when 
for their deliverance they were brought before justices by your Majesty’s 
writs of habeas corpus, there to undergo and receive as the court should order, 
and their keepers commanded to certify the causes of their detainer, no cause 
was certified, but that they were detaineckby your Majesty’s special command, 
signified by the lords of your Privy Council, and yet were returned back to 
several prisons, without being charged with anything to which they might 
make answer according to the law. 

VI. And whereas of late great companies of soldiers and mariners have 
been dispersed into divers counties of the realm, and the inhabitants against 
their wills liave been compelled to receive them into their houses, and there 
to suffer tliem to sojourn, against the laws and customs of this rc'alm, and to 
the great grievance and vexation of the j^eople. 

VII. And whereas also by authority of Parliament, in tlie fivc-and- 
twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III, it is declared and enacted, 
that no man should be forejudged of life or limb against the form of the Great 
Charter and the law of the land; and by the said Great Charter and other 
the laws and statutes of this your realm, no man ought to be adjudged 
to death but by the laws established in this your realm, either by the customs 
of the same realm, or by Acts of Parliament : and wluTeas no offender of what 
kind soever is exempted from the proceedings to be u'^ed, and punishments 
to be inflicted by the laws and statutes of this 3^our realm; nevertheless of 
late time divers commissions under your Majesty’s great seal hjfv’e issued forth, 
by which certain persons have been assigned and appointed commissioners 
w’ith power and authority to proceed within the land, aeci<rtliiig to the justice 
of martial law, against such soldiers or mariners, or other dissolute persons 
joining with them, as should commit any murder, rob])erv, felony, mutiny, 
or other outMge or misdemeanour whatsoever, and by such summary course 
and order as is agreeable to martial law, and as is used li armies in time of 
war, to proceed to the trial and condemnation of sucli offenders, and them 
to cause to be executed nnd put to death according to the law martial. 

VIII. By pretext whereof some of your Majesty’s subjects have been by 
some of the said commissioners put to death, vhen and where, if by the laws 
and statutes of the land they had deserved death, by the same laws and 
statutes also they might, and by no other ought to have been judged and 
executed. 

IX. And also sundry grievous offenders, by colour thereof claiming an 
exemption, have escaped the punishments due to them by the laws and 
statutes of this your realm, by reason that divers of your officers and ministers 
of justice have unjustly refused or forborne to proceed against such offenders 
according to the same laivs and statutes, upon pretence that the said offenders 
were punishable only by martial law, and by authority of such commissions 
as aforesaid; which commissions, and all other of like nature, are wholly and 
directly contrary to the said laws and statutes of this your realm. 

X. They do therefore humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that no 
man hereafter be compelled to make or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, tax, 
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or such like charge, without common consent by Act of Parliament; and that 
none be called to make answef, or to take such oath, or to give attendance, 
or be confined, or otherwise molested or disquieted concemmg the some or 
for refusal thereof; and that no freeman, in any such manner as is before 
mentioned, be imprisoned or detained; and that your Majesty would he 
pleased to remove the said soldiers and mariners, and that your people may 
not be so burthened in time to come; and that the aforesaid commissions, for 
proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and annulled; and that hereafter 
no commissions of like nature may issue forth to any person or persons 
whatsoever to be executed as aforesaid, lest by colour of them any of your 
Majesty’s subjects be destroyed or put to death contrary to the laws and 
franchise of the land. 

XI. All which they most humbly pray of your most excellent Majesty as 
their rights and liberties, according to the laws and statutes of this realm; 
and that your Majesty would also vouchsafe to declare that the awards, doings, 
and proceedings, to the prejudice of your people in any of the premises, shall 
not be drawn hereafter into consequence or example; and that your Majesty 
would be also graciously pleased, for the further comfort and safety of your 
people, to declare your royal will and pleasure, that in the things aforesaid 
all > our officers and ministers shall serve you according to the laws and statutes 
of this realm, as they tender the honour of your Majesty, and the prosperity 
of this kingdom. 

Qvd qiiidevi petilione lectd et plenivs intelUcUl per dictum dominum retjem 
taliter est ret>ponsum in pleno parliamento, viz, Soit droit fait comme cst desirL 

VII 

THE SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVENANT (1043 a.d.) 


[Tlie Sol* ran League and Covenant was the Hpeoiul of the public national covenants entered 
into m Great Britain, the lirst being the Scottish National Covenant, drawn up by order of 
James VI in 1580, and several times renewed, lastly in 16J8 'I’ho Solemn League and Cov 
tnaiit was arranged by English and Scotch commissioners, and was practically an international 
treaty betw* en England and Scotland for the purpose of securing the uniform establishment of 
the civil and leligious liberties of the two kingdoms.] 


A SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVENANT FOR REFORMATION AND DEFENCE OF RELI- 
GION, THE HONOUR AND HAPPINESS OF THE KING, AND THE PEACE AND 
SAFETY OF THE THREE KINGDOMS OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND 

We, noblemen, barons, knights, gentlemen, citizens, burgesses, ministers 
of the Gospel, and commons of all sorts in the kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
rid Ireland, by the providence of God living under one king, and being of one 
reJonned religion; having before our eyes the glory of God, and the advance- 
ment of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the honour and 
happiness of the king’s majesty and his posterity, and the time public lil^rty, 
safety, and peace of the kingdoms, wherein every one’s private condition is 
included; and calling to mind the treacherous and bloody plots, conspiracies, 
attempts, and practices of the enemies of God agaihst the true religion and 
professors thereof in all places, especially in these three kingdoms, ever since 
the reformation of religion ; and how much their rage, power, and presumption 
are of late, and at this time increased and exercised, whereof the deplorable 
estate of the church and kingdom of Ireland, the distressed estate of the 
church and kingdom of England, and the dangerous estate of the church and 
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kingdom of Scotland, are present and public testimonies: we have (now at 
least) after other means of supplication, remonstrance, protestations, and 
sufferings, for the preservation of ourselves and our religion from utter ruin 
and destruction according to the commendable practice of these kingdoms in 
former times, and the example of God’s people in other nations, after mature 
deliberation, resolved and determined to enter into a mutual and solenm 
le^ue and covenant, wherein we all subscribe, and each one of us for himself, 
with oxir hands lifted up to the most high God, do swear: 

I 

That we shall sincerely, really, and constantly, through the grace of God, 
endeavour in our several places and callings, the preservation of the reformed 
religion in the church of Scotland, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and govern- 
ment, against our common enemies; the reformation of religion in the king- 
doms of England and Ireland, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and goveni- 
ment, according to the Word of God, and the example of the best reformed churches; 
and we shall endeavour to bring the churches of God in the three kingdoms to 
the nearest conjunction and uiiifonnity in religion, confession of faith, form 
of church govcmnu'nt, directory for worship and catechising, that we, and 
our posterity after us, may as brethren, live in faith and love, and the Lord 
may delight to dwell in the midst of us. 


II 

That we shall in like manner, without respect of persons, endeavour the 
extirpation of popery, prelacy, (that is, church government by archbishops, 
bishops, their chancellors and commissaries, deans, deans and chapters, arch- 
deacons, and all other ecclesiastical officers depending on Chat hierarch y\ 
superstition, heresy, schism, profaneness, and whatsoever shall be found to'be 
contrary to sound doctrine and the power of godliness lest wo i)artake in other 
men’s sins, and tliereby be in danger to receive of their j)lagues; and that the 
Lord may be one, and liis name one in the three kingdoms. 

III 

Wc shall, with the same sincerity, reality, and constancy, in our several 
vocations, endeavour with our estates and lives mutually to preserve the 
rights and privileges of the parliaments, and the liberties of the kingdoms, 
and to preserve and defend the king’s majesty’s person and authority, in the 
preservation and defence of the true religion and liberties of the kingdoms, 
that the world may bear witness with our consciences of our loyalty, and tliat 
we have no thoughts or intentions to diminish his majesty’s just power and 
greatness. 


IV 

We shall also, with a^l faithfulness endeavour the discovery of all such as 
have been or shall be inc^diarics, malignants, or evil instruments, by hindering 
the reformation of religion, dividing the king from his people, or one of the 
kingdoms from another, or making any faction or parties amongst the people, 
contrary to the league and covenant, that they may be brought to public 
trial and receive condign punishment, as the degree of their offences shall 
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require or deserve, or the supreme judicatories of both kingdoms resp^tively, 
or others having power from them for that effect, shall judge convenient. 

V 

And whereas the happiness of a blessed peace between these kingdoms, 
denied in former times to our progenitors, is by the good providence of Goa 
granted to us, and hath been lately concluded and settled by both parliaments: 
we shall each one of us, according to our places and intert'st, endeavour that 
they may remain conjoined in a finn jx^ace and union to all posterity, and that 
justice may be done upon the wilful opposers thereof, in manner expressed in 
the precedent articles. 


VI 

We shall also, according to our places and callings, in this common cause 
ol religion, liberty, and {X'ace of the kingdom, assist and defend all those that 
enter into this league and covenant, in the maintaining and pursuing thereof; 
and shall not suffer ourselves, directly or indirectly, by whatsoever combina- 
tion, persuasion or terror, to be divided and withdra^^m from this blessed 
union and conjunction, whether to make defection to the contrary part, or 
give ourselves to a detestable indifferency or neutrality in this cause*, which 
so much concerneth the glory of God, the good of the kingdoms, and the 
honour of the king; but shall all the days of our lives zealously and constantly 
continue therein, against all opposition, and promote the same according to 
our power, against all lets and impediments whatsoever; and what we are 
not able ourselves to suppress or overcome we shall reveal and make known, 
that it may be timely prevented or removed: all which we shall do as in the 
sight of God. 

And because these kingdoms are guilty of many sins and provocations 
against God, and His Son Jesus Christ, as is too manif(‘st by our present dis- 
tresses and dangers, the fruits thereof; we profess and declare, before God and 
the world, our unfeigned desire to be humbled for our own sins, and for the sins 
of these kingdoms; especially that we have not as we ought valued the inesti- 
mable l)eneSt of the Gospel; that we have not laboured for the purity and 
power thereof; and that we have not endeavoured to receive Christ in our 
hearts, nor to walk worthy of Him in our lives, which are the causes of other 
sins and trangressions so much abounding amongst us, and our true and 
imfeigned purpose, desire, and end(‘avour, for ourselves and all others under 
our powTr and charge, both in public and in private, in all duties we owe to 
God and man, to amend our lives, and each one to go before another in the 
example of a real reformation, that the Lord may turn away His wrath and 
heavy indignation, and establish these churches and kingdorns in truth and 
peace. And this covenant we make in the presence of Almighty God, the 
Searcher of all hearts, with a true intention to perfonn the same, as we shall 
answer at that Great Day when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed: 
most humbly beseeching the Lord to strengthen us by His Holy Spirit for this 
end, and to bless our desires and proceedings with*such success as may be a 
deliverance and safety to His people, and encouragement to the Christian 
churches groaning under or in danger of the yoke of anti-Christian tfrranny, 
to join in the same or like association and covenant, to the glory of God, the 
enlargement of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, and the peace and tranquillity 
of Christian kingdoms and commonwealths. 
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VIII 

THE DECLARATION OF BREDA (1660 a.d.) 

[The conciliatory proclamation of Charles II, known as the Declaration of Breda, from the 
town in the Netherlands where the fugitive king had set up his court, was published after 
Monk had declared for a free parliament and begun his advance from Scotland into England. 
It was intended and accepted as a proof of Charles' willingness to take the crown from the 
hands of the united Cavaliers and Presbyterians, and of hib desira to bury old animosities and 
in general to forgive those who had been keeping him from his inheritance.] 

Charles R., by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all our loving subjects, of what degree 
or quality soever, greeting. 

If the general distraction and confusion which is spread over the whole 
kingdom, doth not awaken all men to a desire and longing that those wounds 
which have so many years together been kept bleeding, may be bound up, all 
we can say will be to no purpose; however, after this long silence, we have 
thought it our duty to declare how much we desire to contribute thereunto; 
and that as we can never give over the hope, in good time, to obtain the 
possession of that right which God and nature hath made our due, so we do 
make it our daily suit to the Divine Providence, that He will, in compassion 
to us and our subjects, after so long misery and sufferings, remit and put us 
into a quiet and peaceable possession of that our right, with as little blood and 
damage to our people as possible; nor do we desire more to enjoy what is 
ours, than that all our subjects may enjoy what by law is theirs, by a full and 
entire administration of justice throughout the land, and by extending our 
mercy where it is wanted and deserved. 

And to the end that the fear of pimishment may not cngage^any, conscious 
to themselves of what is past, to a perseverance in guilt for the future, by 
opposing the quiet and happiness of the country, in the restoration of King, 
Peers and the people to their just, ancient and fundamental rights, we do, by 
these presents, declare, that we do grant a free and general pardon, which we 
are ready, upon demand, to pass under our Great Seal of England, to all our 
subjects, of wfiat degree or quality soever, who, within forty days after the 
publishing hereof, shall lay hold upon this our grace and favour, and shall, 
by any public act, declare their doing so, and that they return to the loyalty 
and obedience of good subjects; excepting only such persons as shall hereafter 
be excepted by Parliament, those only to be excepted. Let all our subjects, 
how faulty soever, rely upon the word of a King, solenmly given by this 
present declaration, that no crime whatsoever, committed against us or our 
royal father before the publication of this, shall ever rise in judgment, or be 
brought in question, against any of them, to the least endamagement of them, 
either in their lives, liberties or estates, or (as far forth as lies in our power) 
BO much as to the prejudice of their reputations, by any reproach or term of 
distinction from the rest of our best subjects; we desiring and ordaining that 
henceforth all notes of discord, separation and difference of parties be utterly 
abolished among all our Objects, whom we invite and conjure to a perfect 
union among themselves, under our protection, for the re-settlement of our 
just rights and theirs in a free Parliament, by which, upon the word of a King, 
we will be advised. 

And because the passion and uncharitableness of the times have produced 
several opinions in religion, by which men are engaged in parties and animos- 
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ities against each other (which, when they shall hereafter unite in a freedom 
of conversation, will be composed or better understood), we do declare a 
liberty to tender consciences, and that no man shall be disquieted or called in 
question for differences of opinion in matter of religion, which do not disturb 
the peace of the kingdom; and that we shall be ready to consent to such an 
Act of Parliament, as, upon mature deliberation, shall be offered to us, for the 
full granting of that indulgence. 

And because, in the continued distractions of so many years, and so many 
and great revolutions, many grants and purchases of estates have l)een made 
to and by many officers, soldiers, and others, who are now possessed of the 
same, and who may be liable to actions at law upon s(*veral titles, we are 
likewise willing that all such differences, and all things relating to such grants, 
sales and purchases, shall bo detennined in Parliament, which can best pro- 
vide for the just satisfaction of all men who are conremed. 

And we do further declare, that we will be ready to consent to any Act or 
Acts of Parliament to the purposes aforesaid, and for the full satisfiiction of 
fill arrears due to the officers and soldiers of the army under the command of 
General Monk; and that they shall be received into our service uj)on as good 
pay and conditions as they now enjoy. 

Given under our Sign Manual and Privy Signet, at our Court at 
Breda, this 4th day of Ai)ril, 1660, in the twelfth year ol 
our reign. 


IX 

THE BILL OF RIGHTS (1689 a.d.) 

[The ffToat statute known as the Bill of Rights was one of thcj first arts of the first parlia- 
ment ot William and Mary, \nhu‘h met on Febiuary IJjth, KiHU. It \vt s, as Rir Edward (Veasy 
points out, the third and last groat bulwark of English liberty — the two earlier ho mg the 
Magna Charta (1215) and the Petition of Right (1628) ] 

AN ACT FOR DECLARING THE RIGHTS AND LTBEKTIER Or THE SUBJECT, AND 
SETTLING THE SUCCESSION OF THE CEOWT^ 

Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Common s,'^ assembled at 
Westminster, lawfully, fully, and freely representing all the estates ot the 
people of this realm, did, upon the thirteenth day of F(*bruary, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand six hundred eighty-eight, present unto their Majesties, 
tlien called and known by the names and style of William and Mary, Prince 
and Princess of Orange, being present in their propfT persons, a certain declara- 
tion in writing, made by the said Lords and Commons, in the words following; 

VV/j . — 

Whereas the late King James II, by the assist an(‘e of divers evil eounsellora, 
judges, and ministers employed by him, did endeavour to subvert and extirpate 
the Protestant religion, and the laws and liberties of this kingdom: — 

1. By assuming and exercising a power of dispensing with and suspending 
of laws, and the execution of laws, without consent of Parliament. 

2. By committing and prosecuting divers wortny prelates, for humbly 
petitioning to be excused from concurring to the said assumed power. 

3. By issuing and causing to be executed a commission under the Great 
Seal, for erecting a court, called the Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical 
Causes. 

4. By levying money for and to the use of the Crown, by pretence of 
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prerogative, for other time, and in other manner than the same was granted 
by Parliament. 

6. By raising and keeping a standing army within this kingdom in time 
of peace, without consent of Parliament, and quartering soldiers contrary to 
law. 

6. By causing several good subjects, being Protestants, to be disarmed, 
at the same time when Papists were both armed and employed, contrary to law. 

7. By violating the freedom of election of members to serve in Parliament. 

8. By prosecutions in the Court of King’s Bench, for matters and causes 
cognisable only in Parliament; and by divers other arbitrary and illegal 
courses. 

9. And whereas of late years, partial, corrupt, and unqualified persons 
have been returned and served on juries in trials, and particularly divers 
jurors in trials for high treason, which were not freeholders. 

10. And excessive bail hath been required of persons committed in criminal 
cases, to elude the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the subjects. 

11. And excessive fines have been imposed; and illegal and cruel punish- 
ments inflicted. 

12. And several grants and promises made of fines and forfeitures, before 
any conviction or judgment against the persons upon whom the same were 
to be levied. 

All which are utterly and directly contrary to the known laws and statutes, 
and the freedom of this realm. 

And whereas the said late King James II having abdicated the govern- 
ment, and the throne being thereby vacant, his Highness the Prince of Orange 
(whom it hath pleased Almighty God to make the glorious instrument of 
delivering this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power) did (by the advice 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and divers principal persons of the 
Commons) cause letters to be written to the Lords SpirituaUand Temporal, 
being Protestants, and other letters to the several counties, cities, universities, 
boroughs and cinque-ports, for the choosing of such persons to represent them, 
as were of right to be sent to Parliament, to meet and sit at Westminster upon 
the two-and-twenticth day of January, in this year one thousand six hundred 
eighty and cipht, in order to such an establishment, as that th(‘ir religion, 
laws and liberties might not again be in danger of being subverted; upon 
which letters, elections have been accordingly made. 

And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
pursuant to their respective letters and elections, being now assembled in a 
full and free representation of this nation, taking into their most serious con- 
sideration the best means for attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first place 
(as their ancestors in like case have usually done) for the vindicating and 
asserting their ancient rights and liberties, declare: — 

1. That the pretended power of suspending of laws, or the execution of 
laws, by regal authority, without consent of Parliament, is illegal. 

2. That the pretended power of dispensing with laws, or the execution of 
laws by regal authority, as it hath been assumed, and exercised of late, is 
illegal. 

3. That the commisAon for erecting the late Court of Commissioners for 
Ecclesiastical Causes, and all other commissions and courts of like nature, 
are illegal and pernicious. 

4. That levying money for or to the use of the Crown, by pretence and 
prerogative, without grant of Parliament, for longer time or in other manner 
than the same is or shall be granted, is illegal. 
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5. That it is the right of the subjects to petition the King, and all com- 
mitments and prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal. 

6. That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in 
time of peace, unless it be with the consent of Parliament, is against law. 

7. That the subjects which are Protestants, may have arms for their 
defence suitable to their conditions, and as allowed by law. 

8. That elections of members of Parliament ought to be free. 

9. That the freedom of speech, and debates or proceedings in Parliament, 
ought not to be impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Parlia- 
ment. 

10. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed; nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

11. That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and returned, and jurors 
which pass upon men in trials for high treason ought to be freeholders. 

12. That all grants and promises of fines and f(>rfeitures of particular 
persons before conviction, are illegal and void. 

13. And that for redress of all grieviuices, and for the amending, strengthen- 
ing, and preserving of the laws, Parliaments ought to be held fn^quently. 

And they do claim, demand, and insist upon all and singular the premises, 
as their undoubted rights and liberties; and that no declarations, judgments, 
doings or proceedings, to the prejudice of the people in any of the said prem- 
ises, ought in any wise to be drawn hereafter into consequence^ or example. 

To which demand of their rights, they are particularly encouraged by the 
declaration of his Highness the Prince of Orange, as being the only means for 
obtaining a full redress and remedy therein. 

Having therefore an entire confidence that his said Highness the Prince 
of Orange will perfect the deliverance so far advanced by him, and will still 
preserve them from the violation of their rights, which they have hen* asserted, 
and from all other attempts upon their religion, rights, and liberties: 

II. The said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, assembled at 
Westminster, do resolve that William and Mary, Prince and Princess of Oriuige 
be, and be declared, King and Queen of England, France and Ireland, and the 
dominions thereunto belonging, to hold the Crown and royal dignity of the 
said kingdoms and dominions to them the said Prince and Princess during 
their lives, and the life of the survivor of them; and that thiS sole and full 
exercise of the rc'gal powiT be only in, and executed by, the said Prince of 
Orange, in the names of the said Prince and Princess, during their joint lives; 
and after their deceases, the said Crown and royal dignity of the said kingdoms 
and dominions to be to the heirs of the body f)f the said Princess; and for 
default of such issue to the Princess Anne of Denmark, and the heirs of her 
body; and for default of such issue to the heirs of the body of the said Prince 
of Orange. And the Lords Spiritual find Temporal, and (bmmons, do pray 
the said Prince and Princess to accept the same accordingly. 

III. And that the oaths hereafter mentioned lie taken by all persons of 
whom the oaths of allegiance and supremacy might be required by law, instead 
of them; and that the said oaths of allegiance and supremacy be abrogated. 

I, A. B., do sincerely promise and swear. That I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to their Majesties King William andll^ueen Mary: 

So help me God. 

I, A. B., do swear. That I do from my heart abhor, detest, and abjure as 
impious and heretical, that danmable doctrine and position, that Princes 
excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the See of 
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Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects, or any other whatso- 
ever. And I do declare, that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state, or 
potentate hath, or ought to have, any jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre- 
eminence, or authority ecclesiastical or spiritual, within this re^m: 

So help me God. 

IV. Upon which their said Majesties did accept the crown and royal 
dignity of the kingdoms of England, France, and Ireland, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging, according to the resolution and desire of the said Lords 
and Commons contained in the said declaration. 

V. And thereupon their Majesties were pleased, that the said Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, being the two Houses of Parliament, 
should continue to sit, and with their Majesties^ royal concurrence make 
effectual provision for the settlement of the religion, laws and liberties of this 
kingdom, so that the same for the future might not be in danger again of being 
subverted; to which the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
did agree and proceed to act accordingly. 

VI. Now in pursuance of the premises, the said Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament assembled, for the ratifying, con- 
finning and establishing the said declaration, and the articles, clauses, matters, 
and things therein contained, by the force of a law made in due form by 
authority of Parliament, do pray that it may be declared and enacted. That 
all and singular the rights and liberties asserted and claimed in the said 
declaration, are tlje true, ancient, and indubitable rights and liberties of the 
people of this kingdom, and so shall be esteemed, allowed, adjudged, deemed, 
and taken to be, and that all and every the particulars aforesaid shall be 
firmly and strictly holden and observed, as they are expressed in the said 
declaration; and all officers and ministers whatsoever shall serve their Majes- 
ties and their successors according to the same in all times come. 

VII. And the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, seriously 
considering how it hath pleased Almighty God, in his marvellous providence, 
and merciful goodness to this nation, to provide and preserve their said 
Majesties’ royal persons most happily to reign over us upon the throne of their 
ancestors, for^which they render unto Him from the bottom of their hearts 
their humblest thanks and praises, do truly, firmly, assuredly, and in the 
sincerity of their hearts, think, and do hereby recognise, acknowledge and 
declare, that King Jain^s II having abdicated the government, and their 
Majesties having accepted the Crown and royal dignity as aforesaid, their said 
Majesties did become, were, are, and of sovereign right ought to be, by the 
laws of this realm, our sovereign liege lord and lady. King and Queen of Eng- 
land, France, and Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, in and to 
whose princely persons the royal State, Crown, and dignity of the said realms, 
with all honours, styles, titles, regalities, prerogatives, powers, jurisdictions 
and authorities to the same belonging and appertaining, are most fully, right- 
fully, and entirely invested and incorporated, united and annexed. 

VIII. And for preventing all questions and divisions in this realm, by 
reason of any pretended^ titles to the Crown, and for preserving a certainty 
in the succession thereof, m and upon which the unity, peace, and tranquillity, 
and safety of this nation doth, under God, wholly consist and depend, the 
said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, do beseech their Majesties 
that it may be enacted, established and declared, that the Crown and legal 
government of the said kingdoms and dominions, with all and sin^lar the 
premises thereunto belonging and appertaining, shall be and continued to 
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their said Majesties, and the survivor of them, during their lives, and the life 
of the survivor of them. And that the entire, Mxiect, and full exercise of 
the regal power and government be only in, and executed by, his Majesty, 
in the names of both their Majesties during their joint fives; and after their 
deceases the said Crown and premises shall be and remain to the heirs of the 
body of her Majesty; and for default of such issue, to her Royal Highness 
the Princess Anne of Denmark, and the heirs of her body; and for default of 
such issue, to the heirs of the body of his said Majesty: And thereunto the 
said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons do, in the name of all the 
j)eople aforehaid, most humbly and faithfully submit themselves, their heirs ^ 
and posterities for ever; and do faithfully promise. That they will stand to, 
maintain, and defend their said Majesties, and also the limitation jmd succes- 
sion of the (Vown herein specified and contained, to the utmost of their |X)werB, 
with their lives and estates, against all persona whatsoever that shall attempt 
anything to the contra^. 

IX. And whereas it hath been found by experience, that it is inconsistent 
with the safety and welfare of this Protestant kingdom, to be governed by a 
Popish Prince, or by any King or Queen marrying a Papist, the said Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, do further pray that it may be enacted. 
That all and every person and persons that is, are, or shall be reconciled to, 
or shall hold communion with, the See or Cliurch of Rome, or shall profess 
the Popish religion, or shall marry a Papist, shall be excluded, and Ix' for ever 
incapable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown and government of this 
realm, and Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, or any jmrt of 
the same, or to have, use, or exercise any regal power, authority, or jurisdiction 
within the same; and in all and every such case or cas(*s the i)eopl(^ of these 
realms shall be and are hereby absolved of their allegiance; and the said 
Crow7i and government shall from time to time descend to, and Ix^ enjo 3 (*d 
by, such person or persf)ns, being Protestants, as should have inherited and 
enjoyed the same, in case the said person or persons so reconciled, holding 
communion, or professing, or marrying as aforesaid, wctc naturally 
dead. 

X. And that every King and Queen of this realm, who at any time here- 
after shall come to and succeed in the Imperial Crown of this kingdom, shall, 
on the first day of the meeting of the first Parliament, next cjfh*r his or her 
coming to the Crown, sitting in his or her throne in the House of Peers, in the 
presence of the Lords and Commons therein assembled, or at his or her corona- 
tion, before such person or persons who shall administer the coronation oath 
to him or her, at the time of his or her taking the said oath (which shall first 
happen), make, subscribe, and audibly repeat the di'claration mentioned in 
the statute made in the thirteenth year of the reign of King Charles II, 
intituled '^An act for the more effectual preserving the King's person and 
government, by disabling Papists from sitting in either House of Parliament." 
But if it shall happen, that such King or Queen, upon his or her succession to 
the Crown of this realm, shall be under the age of twelve years, then every 
such King or Queen shall make, subscribe, and audibly repeat the said declara- 
tion at his or her coronation, or the first day of meeting of the first Parliament 
as aforesaid, which shall first happen after such King or Queen shall have 
attained the said age of twelve years. 

XI. All which their Majesties are contented and pleased shall be declared, 
enacted, and established by authority of this present Parliament, and shall 
stand, remain, and be the law of this realm for ever; and the same are by their 
said Majesties, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
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Temporal, laid Commons, in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, declared, enacted, or established accordingly. 

XII. And be it further declared and enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That from and after this present session of Parliament, no dispensation by 
non obstante of or to any statute, or any part thereof, shall be allowed, but 
that the same shall be held void and of no effect, except a dispensation be 
allowed of in such statute, and except in such cases as shall be especially pro- 
vided for by one or more bill or bills to be passed during this present session 
of Parliament. 

XIII. Provided that no charter, or grant, or pardon granted before the 
three-and-twentieth day of October, in the year of our Lord One thousand 
six hundred eighty-nine, shall be luiy ways impeached or invalidated by this 
Act, but that the same shall be and remain of the same force and effect in law, 
and no other than as if this Act had never been made. 


X 

THE ACT OF SETTLEMENT (1700 a.d.) 

[“ In order to obviate tbe confusion that was likely to arise as to the right of the crown, 
in the event (which actually occurred) of there being no surviving issue of William and Mary, 
of the Princess Anne, or of William, it was found necessary, in 1700, to fix more definitely the 
succession of the crown, and it was now further limited to the Princess Sophia, electress of 
Hanover, and lier heirs, she being granddaughter of James I and the next in succession who 
held the Protestant faith. In the statute by which this was done, called the Act of Settlement, 
several very important constitutional provisions were introduced." — Siu Edward Cub AST. 
Tbe second, third and fifth provisions wore obviously adopted because of the jealousy felt for 
a foreign dynasty. The third, fourth and sixth provisions were repealed before the act came 
into o])eration. It is upon the seventh, which supplements the Petition of Right and the Bill 
of Rights, that the greatest importance of the act rests.] 

1. That whosoever shall hereafter come to the possession this Crown, 
shall join in communion with the Church of England, as by law established. 

2. That in case the Crown and imperial dignity of this realm shall here- 
after come to any person, not Ix'ing a native of this kingdom of England, this 
nation be not obliged to engage in any war for the defence of any dominions 
or territories ^»"hich do not belong to the Crown of England, without the con- 
sent of Parliament. 

3. That no person who shall hereafter come to the possession of this Crown, 
shall go out of the dominions of England, Scotland, or Ireland, without consent 
of Parliament. 

4. That from and after the time that the further limitation by this Act 
shall take effect, all matters and things relating to the well governing of this 
kingdom, which are properly cognisable in the Privy Council by the laws and 
customs of this realm, shall be transacted there, and all resolutions taken 
thereupon shall be signed by such of the Privy Council as shall advise and 
consent to the same. 

5. That, after the said limitations shall take effect as aforesaid, no person 
bom out of the Kingdom of England, Scotland, or Ireland, or the dominions 
thereunto belonging (although to be naturalised or made a denisen — except 
such as are bom of English parents), shall be capable to be of the Privy Council, 
or a member of either House of Parliament, or to enjoy any office or place of 
trust, either civil or military, or to have any grants of land, tenements, or 
hereditaments, from the Crown, to himself, or to any other or others in trust 
for him. 
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6. That no person who has an oflBce or place of profit under the Kinir or 
receives a pension from the Crown, shall be capable of serving as a member 
of the House of Commons. 

7. That, after the said Imitation shall take effect as aforesaid, judges’ 

commissions be made quamdiu se bene gesserint, and their salaries ascertained 
and established; but upon the address of both Houses of Parliament, it may 
be lawful to remove them. ^ 

8. That no pardon under the Great Seal of England be pleadable to an 
impeachment by the Commons in Parliament. 
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Chapter I. The IIistory op Australia 

R. Acton, article on “Australia” in (he EiicycloptEdia Britcmnica. — ® J. G. Grey, Aua - 
tralasia — J. M. Curran and 'J\ A Coghlan, article on “ Australia” in the New Volumes of 
the EncyclojKvdia Britannica, — ' W, Harcus, South Australia. — J. F. V. Fitzgbralu, 
Australia. — o Harriet Mahtineau, History of England During the Thirty ^yars* Peace. — 
C. Wytkliet, Descriptionis l*tolemaica Augmenium. — ^ J. A. Cockburn, article on “ South 
Australia” in the New Yohimes of the Encyclopcedia Britarmicd. — > H. Spencer Walpole, 
History of England. — A. R. Wallace, Australasia. — * W. P. Reeves, article on “Now 
Zealand ” in the NewVohimes of Hie Eneyclopaadia Britannica. — 0. Dilkb, Greater Britain. 
— "G. C. Levey, article on “New South Wales” in the New Volumes of the Encyclopcsdia 
Britannica. — ''The Official Yfiar Boole of New South IFa^cv, 1904-1905. — ''WiLLlAM GlSDOKNE, 
article on “ New Zealand ” in the Encyclopcedia Britannica. 


Chapter II. The History ok South Africa 

A. P. IliLLiEH, article on “Orange River Colony” in the New Volumes ol the Encyclo- 
padia Britannica Anonymous, article on “Orange River Free State” in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. ^ d 11. Keanf, article on the “ Transvaal ” in the Ency cl opa'dia Britannica. 
— « A. P. Htllier, article on the “Transvaal” (Domestic History) in the New Volumes of the 
Encyclopcedia Britannica. — ^ Lionel James, article on the “Transvaal — tlie War of 1899- 
1903” in tlicJVfWJ Volumes of the Enryeloj)aidia Britannica. —o Vi. Turnbull, article on 
“Natal ” 111 the EncyclojMcdia Britannica. — '‘A. P. Hillier, ariielc on “ Natal ” in the New 
Volumes ot i\iQ Encyclopcrd-ia Britannica . — * Klith Johnston, article on “ (’apo Colony ” in 
the Encyclopcedia Britannica. — J A. P. Hillier, article on “Cane Colony” in the New Vol~ 
urnes of the Encyciiwo’dia Bniannica. — Chrlstian 1)e Wet, Three Years' Winr?-. * L. S. 
Amery, The Times' History of the War in South Africa — w* J. A. Hobson, The War in South 
Africa. A. (’. Doyle, the Great Boer iro/’. -”W. S. Churchill, London to Ladysmith.— 
p A. W. Thorneycuoft, Spton Kop Dcspalclus (Parliamentary P.iper, 190*2). 


Chapter HI. The History ok Canada 

** G. Bryce, History of the Canadian People. — d c; q, 1)_ Roberts, Histoiyof Canada. — 
^J. G. Bourinot, Canada . — u G. R. Parkin, article on the “History of Canada” in the 
Neio Volumes of the Encyclopa'dia Britannica. — '^Robket Christie, A Histori/ of the Late 
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Appendix. Documents Relating to Britl'’!! History 

The documents here given are (o be found in (he following source.s and publications: I in 
George Lyttleton’s History of the Life of Henry li, London, 1707; II, HI, and IV in 
Stubbs’ Select Charters of English Constitutional History, Oxford, 1870; V, VI, VII, IX, and 
X in the Statutes of the Realm, London, 1810-1838; Vlll in T. Rymer’s Foedera. London, 
1704-1735. 
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Abbott, E. A., Bacon and Essex, London, 1877. — Abercromby, P., Martial Achieve- 
ments of the Scots Nation, Edinburgh, 1711-1715, 2 vols. — Abrahams, B. L., The Expul- 
sion of the Jev\s from England in 1290, London, 1893. — Abulfazl, Akhar Nuinah, in 
BihholJieca Indica^ Calcutta, 1873-1887. — Adam, Ci. M., The Canadian Northwest, To- 
lonto, J885. — Adamnan (Bishop), Life of Saint Columba, edited by W. F. Skene, Edin- 
burgh, 1874 — Adams, H., with H. C. Lodge, K. Young and J. L. Laughlin, Essays in 
Anglo-Saxon Law, Boston, 1870. — Adams, J., Epochs of Indian History, London, 1893. — 
Adams, W. H. D., The Makers of British India, London, 1893. — Adamson, R., Roger 
ll.icon, London, 1876. — Adolphus, J., A History of England from the Accession of George 
111 to 1803, London, 1805-1845, 7 vols. — flthelred, (Ailred), De Bello Standardii, in 
Mignc’s Patrolo^ie Latine, vol. 195, Paris, 1844-1864, 221 vols. — Aiken, Memoirs of 

the Court of Elizabeth, London, 1819; The Court and Character of James I, London, 1822; 
Memoirs of the Court of Charles I, London, 1833. — Airy, 0., Lauderdale Papers, London 
1884-1885, 3 vols.; Louis XIV and the English Restoration, in Epochs of Modem History, 
London, 1888; Essex Papers, London^ 1890; article on “Prince Rupert” in the Encyclo- 
padia En'tannica. — Albemarle, Earl of. Memoirs of the Marquis of Rockingham, Lon- 
don, IS-'i'i, 2 vols. — Alfred, (Samuel Kydd), History of the Factory Movement, London, 
18.17, 2 vols. — Alison, A., History of Europe from the Commencement of the French Revo- 
lution to the Restoration of the Bourbons 1815, Edinburgh, 18.33-1842, 14 vols.; History of 
Europe fiom the Fall of Napoleon to the Accession of Jjoiiis Napoleon, Edinburgh, 1852- 
18.,,, 8 vols.; Life of John, Duke of Marlborough, London, 1855, 2 vols.; Lives of Lord 
Casilcreagh and Sir Charles Stewart, Edinburgh, 1861, 3 vols. 

Sir Archibald Alison was born at Kenly in Shropshire, December 29th, 1792, and after 
graduating from Edinburgh University with high honours, was called to the bar in 1814. 
His great success as an advocate soon enabled him to indulge his taste for travel, and 
he spent much of his leisure time upon the Continent visiting the localities rendered 
memorable by the Napoleonic wars. In 1835, having been appointed sheriff of Lanark- 
shire, he settled near Glasgow and devoted himself to literacy work. His History of 
Europe, commenced in 1829 and completed in 1842, achieved immediate success, passing 
thiough six editions within two years, and was translated into many foreign languages, 
even into Arabic and Hindustani. This great success was due to the fact that the work 
picsented for the first time, in compact though not always well arranged form, a mass 
of information regarding the most exciting period of European history. The interest 
aroused by its matter obscured, for the time, a faulty style, strong political partisan- 
8“ip, inaccurate statement and incomplete deductions. Alison’s literary activity con- 
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tinued to the eod of his life, and he received many public honours, being created a baronet 
in 1862, and chosen as rector of Glasgow University in the previous year. He died at 
Glasgow May 23rd, 1867. 

Almom J., Anecdotes of Lord Chatham, London, 1702, 2 vols. — Amery, L. S. (edi- 
tor), ThtTimu' History of the War in South Africa, London, 1002-3, 3 vols. — Amos, B., 
Fifty Years of the English Constitution 1830-80, London and Boston, 1880. — Anderson, 
A., Historical and Chronological Deduction of the Origin of Commerce, London, 1702, 2 
vols. — Andrd, B., Historia Kcgis Henrici Scptimi, edited by J. Gairdner in RolU Serie», 
London, 1858. — Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, translation by J. Ingram, London, 1823; by B. 
Thorpe, London, 1861, 2 vols. 

For nearly four hundred years after the death of Bede, no historian whose name 
has been preserved existed in England. During all this period, however, a record of cur- 
rent events written in the vernacular, was being compiled by many successive but now 
unknown hands, which is of inestimable value to the liistonan. Its beginning is uncer- 
tain — at least as early as the reign of Alfred — and it was continued through successive 
generations until after the death of Stephen. Being largely chronological, it is not, as a 
whole, interesting reading, but many important events, especially the Danish incursions 
and the deeds of some of the ancient worthies are described vividly and at length. Apart 
from its historical value the vork possesses great interest as indicating the development 
and transformation of the language, and the fusion of the different dialects of the island. 
Its style is generally plain, clear, and matter of fact, without rhetorical embellishment; 
in the main it is a dry record of events, but it bridged the wide gap from Bede to Eadmer, 
and has proved a mine of information to later historians. 

of tha Kingdom of Ireland, by the Four Masters, edited by J. O'Donovan, 
Dublin, 1848-1851, 6 vols. — Annual Register, The, London, 1758-1004. — Anon, Lives 
of Sir William Wallace, etc., London, 1807; Annual Register, London, 1814; Historical 
and Biographical Memoirs of George Villicrs, First Duke of Buckingham, London, 1819; A 
Relation, or rather a True Account of the Island of England, London, 1847; The Distress 
in Lancashire, London, 18G2; England and America, Philadelphia, 1862; Book of Scottish 
Pasquils, Edinburgh, 1868; The Gladstone Administration 1869-1872, London, 1872; Revela- 
tions from the Seat of War, London, 1878. — Anson, Vf. R., Law and Custom of Ihc Con- 
stitution, Oxford, 1886, 2nd edition, 1890. — Archbold, W. A. J., The Somerset Religious 
Houses, Cambridge, 1892. — Arena, The, article “The Telegraph in England,” Boston, 
1895. — Argyll, Duke of, The Eastern Question from the Treaty of Paris in 1856 to the 
Treaty of Berlin in 1878, London, 1879, 2 vols. — Armitage, E. R., A Key to English 
Antiquities, Sheffield, 1897. — Armstrong, J., Notict*s of the War of 1812, New York, 1840, 
2 vols. — Arnold, E., India Revisited, London, 1886. — Arnold, J., h^moirs of Thomas, 
First Lord Denman, London, 1873, 2 vols. — Arnold, M., Schools, in Reign of Qnem Vic- 
toria, London, 1887, 2 vols.; Home Rule for Ireland, London, 1891. — Arnold, R, The 
Customs of England, or Arnold’s Chronicles, London, 1500, new edition 1811. — Arrian, 
Anabasis of Alexander, and Indica, Venice, 1535, English translation by E. J. Chinnock, 
London, 1893 — Ashbourne, Lord, Pitt, Rome Chapters of Ilis Life and Times, London, 
1898. — Ashley, E., Life of Palmerston 1840-65, Jjondon, 1870. — Ashley, W. J., James and 
Philip van Ae»tevelde, London, 1883; Early History of the English Woollen Industry, Bal- 
timore, 1887; An Introduction to English Economic History and Theory, London and Ne^v 
York, 1888-93, 2 vols. — Ashton, J., Rocial Life in the Reign of Queen Anno, London, 1884, 
2 vols.; The Dawn of the Nineteenth Century in England, London, 1886. — Ashworth, C., 
Canada: Progress and Development. — Aslatlo Researches. Journal of. — Asser (Asserius 
Menewenals), De iElfredi Rebus Gestis, London, 1571, tianslation by J. A. Giles, Annals 
of Alfred the Great, London, 1848. 

Asser, the biographer of Alfred the Great, was probably of Welsh birth, as he was 
educated and ordained priest at the monastery of St. Davids in Pembrokeshire. His 
talents attracted the attention of Alfred, who invited him to the court and subsequently 
made him bishop of Exeter and abbot of several wealthy monasteries. It is said that he 
induced Alfred to found the University oi Oxford and settle annual stipends upon its in- 
structors. The life of Alfred is the sole work of Asser that has come down to our times; 
it is merely a fragment and largely a compilation, but derives its interest from the gentiine 
greatness of the person described. Asser possessed genuine merit as a biographer, and 
many of his graphic anecdotes illustrative of the life and character of the great British 
king have become familiar to all readers of English history. His long and useful life ended 
in the year 909. • 

Aubrey, J., Miscellanies, London, 1696; Brief Lives, Chiefly of Contemporaries, Lon- 
don, 2 vols., new edition, 1898. — Aubrey, W. H. S., The Rise and Growth of the English 
Nation, London, 1890, 3 vols. — Australasia, in British Bmfirs Series, London, 1900.— 
Awleinis, Rufus Festus, Ora maritima, Venice, 1488, Paris, 1825. 

Baoen, Francis, In Felieem Memoriam Elizabethiee, London, 1609, translation by J 
Bpedding, Cambridge, 1875; The Reign of Henry VII, London, 1622, Cambridge, 1876.'^ 
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W., The English Constitution, London, 1867; Lombard Street, Liondon, 1873; 
S^ys on Parliamentary Reform, London, 1883. 

Walter Bagehot was born at Langport, Somerset, England, in 1826, took his degree at 
London University in 1848, and after engaging for ten years in banking, became editor of 
the Economist, retaining the position until his death in 1877. Bagehot's fame rests chiefly 
on Tfie English Constiiutxon, a brilliant philosophic essay on the workings of the English 
government, already accepted as a classic, and tjomhard Street, essays on practical finance, 
which have had a wide influence on the history of banking in England. 

Bagwell, H-, Ireland under the Tudors, London, 1885, 3 vols. — Baillle, R., Letters and 
Journals, Edinburgh, 1841-1842, 3 vols. — Bsln, F. W., The English Monarchy, London, 1804. 
— Bain, J.. Ualendar of Documents Relating to Scotland, in Scottish Rolls Series, Edin- 
burgh, 1881-1885, 4 vols. — Balfour, F. H., Waifs and Strays from Far East, London, 1876. 

Balfoun J., Annales of Scotland 1059-1603, Edinburgh, 1824-1825, 4 vols. — Ballantyne, 

A., Lord Carteret, London, 1887. — Bamberg, F., Geschichte der oricntaliMchen Angclegen- 
heit im Zeitraume, Berlin, 1888. — Bamford B., Passages in the Life of a Radical. — Banks, 

J. S., Our Indian Empire, London, 1879. — Bannister, S., Life of William Paterson, Edin- 
burgh, 1858. — Barbo, L. A., Tragedy of Gowrie House, Paisley, 1887.— Barbour, .7., The 
Brui-o, Edinburgh, 1894, 2 vols. — Barrow, G., Ceylon, Past and Present, London. 1857. — 
Barrow, J., Life and Correspondence of Admiral Sir William Sidney Smith, London, 1848, 
2 vols. — Bartoli, D.. Istoria della Conipagnia di Gesu, Rome, 1C.'>3-1673, 5 vols. — Baxter. 

K. Reliquim Baxterianfie, a Narrative of the Most Memorable Passages of His Life and 
Times, London, 1094. — Bayne, P., in English Puritanism, London, 1802; The Chief Actors 
in the Puritan Revolution, London, 1878.- — Beaumanolr, P. de, Ijes Coutume«> de Bouuvoisis, 
Paris, 1090, edited by Beugnot, Paris, 1842, 2 vols. — Becker, E., Maria Stuart, Darnley 
imd llotliwcll, Giessen, 1881. — Bede (Beds), Venerabilis, Historia Kcclesiastica Gentis 
Anglorum, Paris, 1544-1554, 0 vols., English translation. Ecclesiastical History of England, 
Loudon, 1870. 

Bede (Beda) sumamed the Venerable, was an English monk who was born about the 
year 072 at Wearmouth in the bishopric of Durham. At the age of seven he was placed 
in the monastery of Bt. Peter, at Wearmouth, and after a few years removed to the mon- 
astery of Jarrow, where he was ordained deacon in 691 and priest in 702. The fame of 
his learning spread to foreign lands, and Pope Sergius urged him to visit Rome, but Bedo 
remained quietly in his cell gathering the material for his Ecclesiastical History, which 
was completed in 731. This work was received with such favour that it was ordered to bo 
read in Ihe churches. Bode wrote numerous treatises on religious and scientific subjects, 
juiil besides conducting a large correspondence continued his instruction in the schoul of 
the monastery to the time of his death in the year 735. While his writings are, to mod- 
ern view, subject to grave critieism as supcrfleial, inexact, and disfigured by the credulity 
of his ago in matters of religion, there is no doubt that his attainments w^ere remarkable, 
and that he oeeupied the highest rank among the scholars of his period. His history was 
translated into Anglo-Saxon by King Alfred. 

Beddoe, •!., The Races of Britain, London, 1885. — Begg, A., History of the North- 
west, Toronto, 1894. — Bellay, .7. du, Lettres, Paris, 1542. — Bemont, C., Simon de Mont- 
fort, Comte d© Leicester, Paris, 1884. — Berkley, J., Memoirs of the N^otiations of 
Charles I with Parliament, London, 1099. — Bernard, M., Neutrality of oreai Britain 
during American Civil War, London, 1870. — Beutzon, T., Nouvellc France et Nouvclle 
Aiigleterre, Paris, 1899. — Blondl, G. F., History of the Civil War betw'cen the Houses of 
Lancaster and York, London, 1037. — Birch, T., Court and Times of James I, T.iondon, 
1848, 2 vols. — Blsset, A., History of the Commonwealth in England from the Death of 
Charles I, London, 1867; History of the Struggle for Parliamentary Government, London, 
1877, 2 vols. — Bisset, R., History of the Reign of George ITI, liOndon, 1839, 3 vols. — 
Blaauw, W. H., The Baron’s War, London, 1871. — Blackstone, W., Commentaries on the 
Laws of England, Oxford, 1765-1769, 4 vols., edited by Kerr, London, 1885-1887. — Blair, 

L. , Cyclopajfiia of Australia, Melbourne, 1881. — ^Blanc, Louis, Histoire do dix ans, 183(7- 
1840, Paris, 1841-1844, 6 vols., English translation. History of the Ten Years, 1830-1840, 

London, 1844, 2 vols.— BlennerhasBett, R., Ireland, London, 1897, 2 vols Blind Harry 

(Henry the Minstrel), Tlie Actis and Deidis of the Illuster and Vailzeand Campioun, 
Schir William Wallace, Edinburgh, 1570, edited by Moir, 1885-1887, 2 vols. — Blue Booka, 
Reports from Committees, February to August, 1889; Report on grants to members of 
the Royal Family, London, 1889, 8 vols. — Boderie, L. F. de la, Amhassades en Angleterre 
sous le regno de Henri TV, Paris, 1750. — Bouwick, J., First ^w'cnty Years of Australia, 
London, 1882. — Bor, P. C., Oorsprongk, begin ende verfolg der Nederlantseher Oorlogen, 
Amsterdam, 1679, 6 vols. — Bou^ot, J. G., Manual of the Constitutional History of 
Lanada, Montreal, 1888, London, 1895; Historical and Descriptive Account of Cape Breton, 
Montreal, 1892; How Canada is Governed, London, 1895; Canada, in Story of the Nations 
t^eries, New York, 1897. — Bourrienne, F. de, M^moires, Paris, 1829-1831, 10 vols.; Me- 
moirs of Napoleon, London, 1893, 4 vols. — Bmeton, H. de, De logibus et consuetudinibus 
AnghflB, London, 1669, 1640, English translation, London, 1878-1883. — Bradshaw, J., New 
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Zealand of TO’day, London, 1888. — BraBt6mai P. de, Vies dee grands capitaines, Leyden, 
1660, 10 vols., Paris, 1865 f.f. — Brentoiu E. P., Naval History of Great Britain from 1783- 
1822, London, 1837, 5 vols. — Brewari J. 6., The Student’s Hume, New York, 1880; Reign 
of Henry VIII, London, 1884, 2 vols. — Bright, J., Public Letters, London, 1854; Speeches 
on the American Question, London, 1865. — Bright, J. F., History of England from 449 
to 1880, London, 1880-1888, 4 vols. — Bright, W., Chapters of Early Church History, Ox- 
ford, 1878; The Roman See and the Early Church, London, 1896. — British Quarterly 
Raview, “The Political Situation,” London, 1868. — l^oderick, G. C., History of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, London, 1886. — Brodie G., Constitutional History of the British Em- 
pire from Charles I, London, 1865-1866, 3 vols. — Brougham, H., Historical Sketches of 
Statesmen of the Time of George III, London, 1839, 3 vols.; History of England and France, 
under the House of Lancaster, London, 1861; The British Constitution, London, 1861. — 
Brovim, P. H., History of Scotland, Cambridge, 1899, 2 vols. — Browning, O., Nape Icon 
and England in 1803, London, 1887. — Bruce, J., Letters of Elizabeth and James VI, Lon- 
don, 1849. — Bryce, G., Manitoba, Its Infancy, Growth, and Present Condition, London, 
1882; Short History of the Canadian People, l^ondon, 1887. — Bryce, J., Impressions of 
South Africa, London, 1809. — Bryce, T., Home Rule Bill, London, 1893. — Buchanan, G., 
Rerum BcoUcarum Hibioria, Edinburgh, 1582. — Buchanan, M., Liber Fluscardensis, a eon 
tinuation of John of Fordun, edited and translated by W. F. Skene, Edinburgh, 1877-1880, 
2 vols. — Buck, (Due), G , Life of Richard III, London, 1706. — Buckle, H. T., History of 
Civilisation in England, Loudon, 1869. 

Henry Thomas Buckle was born at Lee, Kent, November 24, 1821. Being a delicate 
child his studies were pursued at home, but to such advantage that at the age of thirty 
he knew nineteen languages. Possessing an independent fortune, he spent much time in 
foreign travel, and ab^out 1844 conceived the design of writing a history of the Middle 
Ages. After several years of preparation he enlarged the scope of his vork, and in 18.57 
published the first volume of his History of Civilisation, wliich atliicved immediate and 
marked success After the publication of the second volume in 1861, he sought to re- 
store his wa.sted strength by travel, bui died at Damascus, May 29ih, 1862. Buckle’s work 
is really only an unfinished introduction to the great history which ho had planned. He 
seeks to establish history as an exact science; to show that climate, soil, and natural 
forces form the character of a people; that scepticism advances and credulity retards 
national process, and that paternal government dwarfs the spirit of freedom and civili- 
sation. His ideals are high, his style vigorous and elegant. 

Bulwer, H, L. E., Life of Viscount Palmerston, London, 1870; Rir Robert Peel, Lon- 
don, 1874. — Burke, E, Works, Boston, 1865, 12 vols.; Select Works, Oxford, 1874; Re- 
fiections on the French Revolution, London, 1790. — Burnet, G. (Bish^), History of the 
Reformation of the Church of England, London 1679-1715, 3 vols., 18^, 3 vols.; History 
of His Ow'n Times [a work of great interest, and containing much of value, but marred 
by the partisanship of the writer], London, 1724-1734, 2 vols., Oxford, 18.33. — Burns, W., 
The War of Scottish Independence, Glasgow, 1874, 2 vols. — Burrows, M., Cinque Ports, 
London, 1888; Memoir of Linacre, Oxford, 1890; Life of Admiral Hawke, T.rondor, 1890.— 
Burton, J. II., History of Scotland from Agricola’s Invasion, London, 1853, 7 vols.; 1867- 
1870, 8 vols.jA History of the Reign of Queen Anne, Edinburgh and New York, 1880. — 
Burton, R. 1 ^ Lord Beaconsfield, A Sketch, London, 1882. — Butler, A., Lives of the Saints, 
Newcastle, 1799, 2 vols. — Buxton, B., Finance and Politics, London, 1888. 

Oassar, C. Julius, De Bello Galileo, Rome, 1449; edited by Dinter, Leipsic, 1890. — 
Oalthorpe, S. J. J., Letters from Headquarters, or the Realities of War in the Crimoi, 
London, 1858. — Oalvert, A. F., Western Australia and its Welfaic, London, 1894. — Cal- 
vert, A. J., Discovery of Australia, London, 1893. — Oamden, W., Britannia sive Rcg- 
norum Anglim Scotire et Hibcrnice ex intima Antiquitate Chorographica Descriptio, Lon- 
don, 1586, translation by E. Gibson, London, 1722, 2 vols. — Cameron, T. W., article on 
“Wolsey” in the Encyclo^dia Britannica. — Campbell, G. D., The New British Con- 
stitution and its Master Builders, Edinburgh, 1888. — Campbell, J., Lives of the Lord 
Chancellors, London, 1845-1848, 7 vols.; Lives of the Chief Justices of England, London, 
1849-1857, 3 vols. — Canadian Monthly and National Review, Great Britain, Canada 
and the United States, 1872. — Cardauna, H., Sturtz Maria Stuarts, Cologne, 1883. — 
Carey, R. (Earl of Monmouth), Memoirs, London, 1769. — Carey, W., and J. Marshman, 
The Ramayana of Valmiki, Serarapore, 1806-1810. — Carlos, E. R., Short History of 
British India, London, 1889* — Carlyle, T., Chartism, London, 1839; Heroes, Hero Worship 
and the Heroic in History, Ixmdon. 1840; Cromwell’s Ijcttcrs and Speeches, London, 184.5. 

Thomae Carlyle was bom at Ecclefechan, Dumfriesshire, Scotland, December 4th, 1795. 
He b^an to study for the ministry at Edinburgh University, but abandoned this plan 
and. after teaching several years, settled at Edinburgh with the determination of sup- 
porting himself by letters. He first secured recognition with a Life of ScMller (1825) 
From that time on he busied himself with translations and essays, until 1837, when his 
first notable work, Uie French RevoZufton, appeared. His characterisation of that event 
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as ** truth clad in hell fire ** accounts for his method of treating it — but wonderful as it 
ig it can scarcely be called history. Several years devoted to writing and lecturing fol- 
lowed, and in 1845 his Oliver CromwlVe Lettera and Speeches was published. This great 

hero-worship as it is — is considered by many his masterpiece. It certainly created 

a new and favourable picture of the Great Protector which has remained to this day. 
Between 1858-1865 appeared in six volumes his History of Frederick the Great. After the 
death of his wife in 1806 his life became more and more secluded, but he continued his 
literary activity almost up to his death, February 4th, 1881. 

Oarruthers, K., article on Elizabeth ’* in the Fncyclopeedia Britannica. Oarta, T., 
Life of James, Duke of Ormonde, London, 1736, 3 vols., Oxford, 1851. — Oartlari J., Premier 
Voyage de J. Cartier au Canada, in Voyages de dicouvertes au Canada entre lea anriies 25S4 
et 154 s, Quebec, 1843. — Oastelnau, M. de, M^moires, Paris, 1621; Brussels, 1731, 3 vols. — 
Oathcart, William Shaw (Earl of Cathcart), Proclamation to Danish People and to Com- 
mander-in-chief of Danish Forces, in Parliamentary Debates, London, 1812. — Oavandishy 
G., Life of Cardinal Wolsoy, London, 1641; 1825, 2 vols., 1855. — Ohalmers, G., Life of Mary 
Qiiceii of Scots, Edinburgh, 1812, 2 vols.; Caledonia, Edinburgh, 1807-1824, 3 vols. — Ohal- 
mers, M. D., L^cal Government, London and New York, 1885. — Ohambers, R., History 
of the Rebellion of 1745-46, London, 1869. — OhaplaaUy J. N., Constitution and Government 
of Canada, Montreal, 1894. — Oharles I, Eikon Basilike, edited by J. L. Scott, London, 
— Oherburg, H., Life and Reign of Henry VllI, in Ecclesiastical Biography^ Lon- 
don, 1853. — Ohezy, A. L. dc, Yadjnadattabada or the Di^alh of Yadjnadatta, Paris, 1826. 

dhJld, F. J., English and Scottish Popular Ballads, Boston and New York, 1888-1889. 

.5 vols. — Child, G. W., Church and State under the Tudors, London, 1890. — Christie, R., 
Military and Naval Operations in the Canadas, New York, 1818. — Christie, W. D., Life 
of Anthony Ashley Cooper (Earl of Shaftesbury), London, 1871, 2 vols. — Church, R.W., 
The Oxford Movement, London, 1891; Beginnings of Middle Ages, London and New York, 
1^95 — Clapln, La France Transatlantique, Paris, 1885. — Clarendon, Edward Hyde, Earl 
of. History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England [A work of much value because 
of close personal knowledge of the author with the events which ho describes, but not to 
be trusted without verification because of the writer’s keen enmities], Oxford, 1702, 3 
vols.; 1888, 6 vols. — Clarke, J. S., The Life of James II, King of England, Ixmdon, 
1816, 2 vols. — Claydem P. W., England under the Coalition, 1888-1802, Ijondon, 1802- 
1803, 8 vols. — Clinton, H. R., War in the Peninsula, London, 1898. — Clowes, W. L., The 
Royal Navy, London, 1899. — Coates, T. F. G., Life and Speeches of Lord Rosebery, Lon- 
don, 1900, 2 vols. — Cobbett, W., Parliamentary History of England, from the Norman 
Conquest to 1800 [The most complete and valuable collection of the lecords and pro- 
ceedings of Parliament for the period covered], London, 1806, 36 vols.; Selections from 
Political Woikh, London, 1812, 4 vols.; History of the Protestant Reformation in England 
and Ireland, London, 1829, 2 vols. — Coke, R., A Detection of the Court and State of 
England, London, 1694, 2 vols. — Coleridga, S. T., Letters, Conversations and Recollec- 
tions, London, 1836. — Collins, W. E., What Was the Position of the Pope in England, 
London, 1890. — Colmer, J. G., Recent Developments in Canada, Montreal, 1804. — Colvin, 
A , article on the “ Recent History of India ” in the new volumes of the Encyclopaedia 
Itntannica. — Comlnes, P. de, Mf^moires, Paris, 1524-1525, English trans]j,tion, T^ondon, 
1855, 2 vols. — Congrave, J. F., South Australia — A Sketch of its History and Resources, 
Adelaide, 1880. — Cooke, G. W., History of Party from Charles IT, London, 1855, 2 vols. — 
Corbett, J. S., Sir Francis Drake, London, 1890; Drake and the Tudor Navy, i.x>ndon, 
1899, 2 vols. — Cornewoleys, T., in Goodman’s Court of King James J, London, 1839, 2 
vols. — Cornhill Magazine, Characteristics of Lord Bcaconsfield, London, November, 1866. 
— Costello, L. S., Memoirs of Mary, the young Duchess of Burgundy, Loudon, 1853. — 
Cotton, J. S., article on “Warren Ifastings,” in the Encyclopedia Britannica — Cotton, 
J. S., and E. J. Payne, Colonies and Dependencies, London, 1883. — Couch, T. Quiller- and 
others, The Story of the Sea, London, 1898, 2 vols. — Cowan, S., Mary, Queen of Scots, 
and Who Wrote the Casket Letters? London, 1901, 2 vols. — Cowell, J., Law Dietionary, or 
the Interpreter, Tx)ndon, 1607; 1708. — Cox, H., Institutions of the English Government, 
London, 1863; History of the Reform Bills, 1866-1807, London, 1808; Ancient Parlia- 
mentary Elcetions, London, 1868; Whig and Tory Administrations during the Last Thirteen 
Years, London, 1808. — Coze, W., Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole, London, 1800, 3 vols.; 
Memoirs of the Duke of Marlborough, with his original oorrespondence, London, 1817-1819, 
3 vols., 1847, 3 vols. — Craik, G. L., Contributions to Knight’s Pictorial History of England, 
London, 1849. — Craik, H., The State in Its Relation to tEducation, London, 1885. — 
Creasy, E. S., Text-book of the Constitution, London, 1848; The Rise and Progress of the 
English Constitution, London, 1856; Imperial and Colonial Constitutions of the British 
Empire, London, 1872. 

Edward Shepherd Creasy was bom at Bezford, in Kent, September 12th, 1812. Edu- 
cated at^ Cambridge, he was called to the bar in 1837, and in 1840 was made professor of 
nistory in London University, where he remained for twenty years until his appointment 
as chief justice of Ceylon. During his connection with the university he published 
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several historical works of much merit, of which his Fifteen Deewive Bailies of the World 
received high commendation and has been widely read. His death occurred January 27th. 
1878. 

Creighton, M., The Age of Elizabeth, London, 1876; The Tudors and the Reformation, 
London, 1876; A History of the Papacy during the Reformation, London, 1882-1894, 6 
vols., 1897, 6 vols.; The Early Renaissance in England, London, 1895; The English National 
Character, 1896; Queen Elizabeth, London, 1889. 

Mandell Creighton (1843-1901) graduated at Oxford in 1866 and entered the ministry 
of the Church of England. In 1884 he became professor of ecclesiastical history at Cam- 
bridge, in 1891 was made bishop of Peterborough, and in 1897 transferred to the see of 
London. His Jlistory of the Papacy is probably the most authoritative work on the sub- 
ject written by an Englishman. His works on the Tudor period in English history are 
also of great value. He was a founder and first editor of the English Historical Peview. 

Orooke, W., the Northwestern Provinces of India, Londop, 1897. — Orozals, J. dc, 
Lanfranc, archevfique de Canterbury, sa vie, son enseignement, sa politique, Paris, 1877. — 
Otasias, Ti'fiiKd, Paris, 1594, English translation by J. W. McCrindlc, Ancient India as 
described by Ctesias, Calcutta, 1882. — Ounningham, 11. S., British India and Its Rulers, 
Ix>ndun, 1881. — Oun^ngham, W., Constitutional or Parliamentary History of England, 
London, 1751-1761, 24 vols. — Ounningham, Wm., Growth of English Industry and Com- 
inereo, London, 1892, 2 vols. — Gushing, C., The Treaty of Washington, New York, 1873. — 
Outts, E. L., Scenes and Characters of the Middle Ages, Jjondon, 1872. 

* Dalrymple, J., Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland from the Dissolution of the 
Last Parliament of Chailes II to the Great Battle off La Hogue, Dublin, 1771-1773, 3 vols. — 
Dalyell, J. G., Fragments of Scottish History, Edinburgh, 1798. — Davids, T. W. R., 
(translator), The Jatakatthavannana, Buddhist Birth Stories, etc., London, 1880. — Davies, 
J., A Discovery of the True Causes why Ireland was never Entirely Subdued, London, 
1612. — Davin, N. F., The Irishman in Canada, London, 1887. — Dawkins, W. B., Cave 
Hunting, London, 1874; Early Man in Britain, London, 1880. — Dawson, J., The Australian 
Aborigines, Melbourne, 1881. — Defoe, D., The True-Born Englishman, London, 1701; His- 
tory of the Union, London, 1709; A Journal of the Plague Yc.-ir, London, 1722, new edition 
by Hawcis, 1886. — Delolme, J. L., Constitution de I’Anglptcrre, Amsterdam, 1771, trans- 
lation, Rise and Progress of the English Constitution, London, 1838. — Demans, R,, Hugh 
Latimer, London, 1869; William Tyndale, London, 1891. — Dent, The Last Forty Years, 
Toronto, 1881, 2 vols. — Denton, W., England in the Fifteenth Century, London, 1888, — 
D’Bwes, S., Journals of all the Parliaments during the Reign of Elizabeth, l^ondon, 1682. — 
Dioeto, Ralph de, Historia dc regibus Britonum, in Series, London, 1876. — Dicey, 

A. V., Lectures Introductory to the Law of the Constitution, London, 1865. — Dickens, C., 

Child’s History of England, 1852, 3 vols. — Digges, D., The Uompleat Amba8.sador, London, 
1655. — Dilke, C., Problems of (Ireatcr Britain, Jxmdon, 1890; On the Cost of the Crown 
(Speech), London, 1891. — Dimitresco, M., Pierre dc Gaveston, Paris, 1898. — Diodorus 
Siculus, Leipsic, 1838, 6 vols — Dion Cassius, Icrropla, Venice, 

1526, Leipsic, 1824, 9 vols. — Dionne, N. E., La Nouvellc Franco, (Quebec, 1891. — Disraeli, 

B. , Vindication of the English Constitution, liondon, 1835. — Disraeli, 1.. Commentaries on 
the Life and IReign of Charles I, London, 1828-1831, 5 vols. — Dixon, H., Robert Blake, 
London, 18.52. — Dixon, R. W., History of the Chuich of England from the Al>olition of 
the Roman Jurisdiction, London, 1878, 3 vols. — Dodd, C., CJhurch History of England from 
the Commencement of the XVIth Century to the Revolution, London, 1688, 1840-1843, 5 
vols. — Doubleday, T., Life of Sir Robert Peel, London, 1S5G, 2 vols. — Douglas, J., Ca- 
nadian Independence, Annexation and Imperial Federation, New York, 1894. — Doutre, J., 
The Constitution of Canada, Montreal, 1880. — Dowell, M. S., History of Taxes and Taxa- 
tion in England, London, 1888, 4 vols. — Doyle, A. C., History of the Great Boer War, 
London, 1901. — Dryden, J., Annus Mirabilis, London, 1667. — Du Oane, E. F., The Pun- 
ishment and Prevention of Crime, London and New Y"oik, 1885. — Duffy, C. B., Young 
Ireland, 1840-1850, London and New York, 1880; Four Years of Irish History, 1845-1849, 
London and New York, 1883. — Duncker, M., Geschichte dcs Altorthums, Leipsic, 1852- 
1857, 4 vols., translated by E. Abbott, London, 1877, 6 vols. — Dunham, 6. A., History of 
Europe, London, 1830, 3 vols. 

Samuel Asiley Dunham was associated with Lardner in the preparation of the Cabivef 
Cyclopcpdia, for which he compiled a number of histories. 'These works are not professedly 
original, but are well arranged and entertainingly written. He also collaborated with 
Southey, who speaks of his knowledge of the middle ages as “marvellous,” and with 
Lingard. He received the degree of LL.D. in recognition of his labours, and died at London 
in 1858. 

Dunlap, R., Life of Henry Grattan, London, 1889. — Dupin, L. E., Bibliotbfique univer- 
aelle dcs auteurs eccUsiastiques, Paris, 1680 ff., 61 vols. 

Sadmar, Historia Novorum, sive sui ssculi, London, 1623, edited by M. Rule in Rolls 
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SerieM, London, 1884.— Sarlo, J., Two of the Saxon ChronicleB (parallel), London, 1865.— 
Bdgar, J. D., Canada and its Capital, London, 1898. — Bdgar, M., Ten Years of Upper 
Canada, Quebec, 1888. — Bdlnburgh Oabinet, Historical Account of the Circiimnav^ation, 
Edinburgh, 1830-1844, 3 vols. — Edinburgh Review, January, 1870. — Edwards, £, IJfe 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, London, 1868, 2 vols. — Elliott, A. D., The State and the Church, 
London, 1899. — Elliott, H. M., History of India, as I'old by Its Own Historians, London, 
1872-1877, 8 vols. — Ellis, G. E., Life of W^illiam Penn, Boston, 1840. — Ellis, H., Original 
Letters Illustrative of English History, London, 1824-1846, 11 vols. — Elphinstone, M., The 
History of India; the Hindoo and Mohammedan Periods, London, 1841, 2 vols. — Elton, C., 
Origins of English History, London, 1882. — Smmat, T. A., Pieces of Irish History, New 
York, 1807. — Encyolopwdia Britannica, Edinburgh, 1888, 25 vols. — Erasmus, Epistols, 
Amsterdam, 1703-1706, 10 vols., Vol. Ill; Lives of Jehan Vitrier and John Colet, London, 
lgg3, — Bsoott, T. H., England, its People, Polity, and Pursuits, Loudon, 1879, 2 vols. — 
Evelyn, J., Diary, London, 1818-1819, 1879, 4 vols. [John Evelyn (1620-1706) was the 
author of some thirty works on various subjects, but his fame rests chiefly on his Diary, 
which, covering a period of seventy years, is scarcely less valuable than that of Pepys].— 
Ewald, A. C., The Crown and its Advisers, London, 1880; Stories from the State Papers, 
London, 1883; Life and Times of Prince Charles Stuart, London, 1883; The Right Honour- 
able Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Bcaconsfield, London, 1883, 2 vols. 

Fabyan, R., The Concordance of Histories; The New' CHironicles of England and 
France, London, 1516, 1533, 6th edition, 1811. — Failllon, M. E., Ilistoire de la Ckilonie 
Francaise en Canada, Paris, 1865-1860, 3 vols. — Fanthawa, Lady Anne, Memoirs of Sir 
Richard Fanbhaw’e, London, 1829. — Farrar, T. H., The State in Relation to Trade, London, 
— FavanCfE., The History of Our Continent, Sydney, 1891. — Faasay, R. J., Ancient 
English Holy Week Ceremonial, London, 1897; Monasticism, What is It? London, 1808. — 
F4nelom B. de La Mothe, Correspondanee diplomatique, Paris, 1838-1841, 7 vols. — Fonn,J., 
Pnston Letters, written during Reigns of Henry VI, Edw'ard IV”, and Richard III, London, 
1859. — Farishta, M. K., History of the Mohammedan Power in India, translated by 
Biiggs, London, 1820, 4 vols. — Ferguson, J., Tree and Serpent Worship in India, London, 
1868. — Flddas, R., Life of Wolsey, London, 1724 — Firth, C. H., The Clarke Papers, 
London, 1891-4; Scotland and the Commonwealth, London, 1896; Life of Cromwell, London, 
19(X).— Firth, J. B., Municipal London, London, 1876,— Fischel, K., English Constitution, 
JiOndon, 1863. — Fitznigel, R., Dialogue de Scacoario, in Stubbs’ Sdect Ckarten and other 
Documents illustrative of English History^ Oxford, 1870, 1881. — Fitzpatrick, W. J., Secret 
Service under Pitt, London, 1892. — Fitzstaphan, W., Vita Sancta Thomsp, in Sparke’s Hitt^ 
toricG AnglicaruB ScriptoreSf London, 1723; Description of the Most Noble City of Ijondon, 
Ijoiidon, 1723, 1890. — Flood, F. S., Story of IMnce Henry of Monmouth and Chief Justice 
Oascoigne, London, 1886. — Florence of Worcester, Chronicle, London, 1690, edited bv B. 
Thorpe, London, 1848, 2 vols. — Fonblanqua, A. de. How We Are Governed, etc.; England 
under Seven Administrations, London, 1837, 3 vols. — Fontpartius, F. de, LTnde Britan- 
nique, Paris, 1878. — Forbes, M., Reminiscences of the Mutiny, London, 1893. — Fortasoua, 
J., The Governance of England, Oxford, 1885. — Forster, J., Eminent British Statesmen, 
London, 1836, 6 vols.; Lives of the Statesmen of the Commonwealth of England, London, 
1840, 7 vols.; Arrest of Five Members by Charles I, London, 1860; Sir 'iohn Elliott, a 
Biography, London, 1872, 2 vols. — Forsyth, "W., History of Trial by Jury, London, 
1852. — Foss, E., The Judges of England, London, 1848-1RC4, 9 vols. — Fowla, T. W., The 
Poor Law, Ixindon, 1882-1885. — Foxe, J., History of the Acts and Momimenis of the 
Church (Book of Martyrs), London, 1563. — Fraser, W. A., Disraeli and his Diary, London, 
1891. — Freeman, E. A., Lectures on the Origin of the English Nation, London, 1870; His-*" 
tory of the Norman Conquest of England, London, 1871-79, 6 vols.; Growth of the English 
Constitution, London, 1872; Comparative Polities, London, 1873; Reign of William Rufus, 
Oxford, 1882, 2 vols.; article on the ” History of England” in the EncyclojXBdia Britannica, 

Edward Augustus Freeman was horn at Mitchley Abbey, in Staffordshire, Aurast 2, 
1823. Ho was educated at Oxford and after his marriage, in 1847, devoted his life to 
literary pursuits. His first publication was a History of Architecture, and by frequent 
contributions to periodicals he soon became known to the English reading public as an 
accurate and versatile writer. In 1867 the first volume of the Bistory of the Norman 
Conquest established his position among English historians, and brought him numeroua 
academic honours. To familiarise himself with countries whose history he was writing 
Freeman travelled extensively, and became w’ell known as a lecturer in both England 
and the United States. He was a very voluminous writer ana has treated of many nationa 
and diverse periods with unfailing accuracy and critical ability. His prolixity, however, 
mars the literary quality of his work and interferes with the flow of his thought, but hta 
honesty of purpose and profound search for truth will render his works always valuable 
and authoritative. Freeman succeeded Bishop Stubbs as regius professor of history at 
Oxford in 1884, but failing health compelled him to spend much of his time in a warmer 
climate, and while travelling in Spain he died at Alicante, March 16th, 1892. 
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pri«dmiLii, P., Anse Bole^p, London, 1884, 2 vola. ~ Froliiart, J., Chroniques de 
France, d'Angletenre, etc., Paris, 1769, English translation, London, 1839. — FrosL T., 
The Secret Societies of the European Revolution, London, 1896, 2 vols. — Proude, J. A., 
History of England from the Fall of Wolsey to the Death of Elizabeth, London, 1866- 
1867, 10 vols.; The English in Ireland, Eighteenth Century, London, 1871-74, 3 vols.; Oceana, 
or England and her Colonies, London, 1886; Life of Lord Beaconsfield, London, 1890; 
Divorce of Catharine of Aragon, London, 1891; Life and Letters of Erasmus, London, 1894; 
English Seamen in the Sixteenth Century, London, 1896. 

James Anthony Froude was born at Dartington, in Devonshire, April 23rd, 1818, and was 
educated at Westminster School and Oxford. He entered the church, but the change in his 
religious views, caused by the Traotarian movement, in which he became deeply interested, 
caused him to abandon the profession and devote his life to literature. A frequent 
contributor to the reviews, he was editor of Fraser's Magazine for many years and pub- 
lished numerous historical and biographical works. As literary executor of Carlyle he 
aroused vehement criticism by what many considered his lack of editorial discretion. He 
travelled extcnsiveljjr, both privately and on government missions, and gave numerous 
lectures in the United States as well as in England. His historical fame is mainly 
founded on his History of England, though this, like all his works, is injured by his adapta- 
tion of facts to suit his chosen views. But if he often subordinated accuracy to the 
exigencies of vivid description, his lucid style and the charm of his language cause his 
l^orks to be ranked among the most noteworthy of his century and will give him high 
position among British historians. Froude succeeded E. A. Freeman as regius professor 
of modern history at Oxford in 1892, and died at Saleombe, Devonshire, October 20th, 1894- 

Fuller, T., The Church History of Britain from the Birth of Christ to 1648, London, 
1655; The Worthies of England, London, 1661. — Fyfe, B. H., Annals of Our Time, London, 
1893. — Fyffe, C. A., A History of Modem Europe, London, 1891, 3 vols. 

Qalrdnar, J., The Paston Letters, Westminster, 1874, 3 vols.; Tlie Houses of Lancaster 
and York, in Epochs of Modem History, London, 1874, 1877; Hislory of the Life and 
Reign of Richard III, London, 1876; Henry the Seventh, Ijondon, 1889; Kichaid the Third, 
Cambridge, 1898. 

James Oairdner was born at Edinburgh, March 22nd, 1828. A1 the age of eighteen he 
was appointed to a clerkship in the Public Records Office in London, and displayed such 
capabilities that his advancement was rapid. For many jears he amis assistant keeper of 
the public records, and has published numerous works as the result of his assiduous study 
of the ancient documents. 'J’hese publications have thrown a flood of light ui)on the 
early history of England, and will always be of invaluable service to tho» historian as well 
as of interest to the general reader. 

Oalton, A., Character and Times of Thomas Cromwell, Birmingham, 1887. — Gamache 
C. de, Court and Times of Charles I, London, 1848, 2 vols. — Gammage, R. G., History of tlie 
Chartist Movement, NcueHstlc, 1894, — Gardiner, S. R., History of England Horn tire 
Accession of James I to the Outbreak of the Great Civil War, *1603-1642, Tjondon, 18«’7- 
1877, 10 vols.; Fall of the Monarchy of Charles I, London, 1882, 2 vols.; History of tli* 
Great Civil War, 1642-1649, London, 1886-1891, 3 vols., 1893, 4 vols , History of the 
CommonwealtlfT London, 1894; The First Stuarts and the Puritan Revolution, London, 
1896; A Students’ History of England, London, 1900, 3 vols. — Gardiner, S. R., and J. B 
Mullinger, Introduction to the Study of English History, London, 1894. 

Samuel Rawaon Gardiner was born at Roplcy, Hants, Marrh 4th, 1829, and was educated 
at Oxford, subsequently taking courses at Edinburgh and Gottingen. He A\aa for many 
years professor of history at King’s College, London, and was offered the professor sh]']) 
at Oxford made vacant by the death of Froude, but declined it. Gardiner’s historical 
studies were mainly devoted to the revolutionary jicriod following the death of James I, 
of which he made most exhaustive study, being greatly aided by the discovery of the 
hitherto unknown sources contained in the collections known as the Clarke and Verney 
MSS., the Paston Letters and the “Nicholas and Hamilton Papers.” lie was the first to 
treat this important epoch in a non-partisan spirit, and has given the first fair and ade- 
quate explanation of the rise of the Cavalier party, and the political quarrels which arose 
in the Long Parliament from differences of religious opinion. He edited many volumes 
for the Camden Society and was for ten years editor of the English Historical Review, 
to which his contributions were numerous and valuable. At his death, in 1902, ho was 
enf^ged upon the last part gf his great work, The Commonwealth and The Protectorate, 
which was completed to the year 1656. 

OarnMii, F. X., Histoire du Canada depuis sa dScouverte, Quebec, 1846-1862, 4 vols., 
Montreal, 1882. — Gauthier, J., Histoire de Marie Stuart, Paris, 1869, 2 vols. — Geikie, G., 
The English Reformation, London, 1876, 1883. — George, H. B., Battles of English History, 
London, 1896. — Gerard, J., Condition of Catholics under James I, London, 1871.— Gerln 
Zta Jole, Dix ana an Canada, London, 1888. — Gervaae of Canterbury, Chronicles, in Rolls 
SAriss, London, 1879-1880.— Geita Btephani, edited by R. C. Sewall, London, 1846.— 
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OibbOB, B., A History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, London, 1770-1788, 0 
Tols. — GUldas, De Excidio Britanniie Liber Qucnilua, in Mowummta Hiaiorica Brtlanmea, 
London, 1848. — Oiles^ J. A., Six Old English Chronicles, London, 1848. — Oiovlo, P., His- 
toria Bui ten^ris libri XLV, Venice, 1550. — Oiraldns Oambrenals^ T<^graphia Hiheri)is>; 
Expugnatio Hibemisp; Historia Vaticinalis de exnugnata ab Anglia Hibernia; Itineraiiiim 
Cambriee, Frankfort, 1602; in RoUa Series^ London, 1861-1877, 7 vols.; De Prindpis In- 
structione Distinctiones tree, London, 1891. 

Oiraldua Cambrenaia (Girald de Barri) was bom near Pembroke, in South Wales, 
in the year 1145. He was educated by his uncle, the bishop of St. David’s, and at tjie 
age of twenty was sent to Paris, where be studied theology under Peter Comestor, and 
lectured hpon belles lettres and rhetoric in the Englinh college. l^j)()n his return to 
England, in 1172, his reputation for learning and his zeal for the church were so great 
that he was given an extraordinary commission to reform abuses in Wales. In 1176 
he returned to Paris and spent thiee years in the study of the canon law, with such success 
that he was oflFered the professorship in the university. Henry II sent him to Ireland in 
1185 as secretary to Prince John. Giraldus did not neconipany the prince on his return, 
but remained in Ireland for more than a year in search of antiquities and to complete 
his topographical description, for which purpose he travelled over the whole island. In 
1108 he was elected bishop of St David’s; the election being disputed, he went to Rome 
in 1200 to press his claim, but was defeated by a more wealthy competitor. Girnldus lived 
al/out seventy years and left many writings, some of which have been published. He 
was eloquent and profoundly learned for his age, but credulous and superstitious. A bitter 
enemy of the monks, it w’as a common saying with him “ a monachonim malitia liberft 
nos, Domine” (from the malice of monks, good I^ord, deliver us). 

Oisbome, W., The Colony of New Zealand, London, lHt)8. — Olustlnianl, P., Four 
years at the Court of Henry VIII, translation by R. Brown, Ijondoii, 1854, 2 vols. — Qian- 
ville, R. dc, Tractatus de legibus et consuetudinibus regni Anglire, Tjoiidon, 1675; Ihiglish 
translation by Beames, London, 1812. — Qlelg, G. R., Life of the Duke of Wellington, 
London, 1862. — Onelst, H. R. H. F., Englischc Verfassungsgeschiehtc, Berlin, 1882; English 
translation, History of the English Constitution, London, 1885; English Parliament in its 
Transformation (1,000 years), London, 1886. 

Heinrich Rudolf Hermann Friedrich von Qnei at, a German jurist and statesman, was 
born in Berlin, August 13th, 1810. He was educated at the Beilin Univeisity and practised 
hiH profession for several years, becoming an assistant judge of tlie Supeiior Court. In 
1850 ho resigned this position to devote his time to touching lurispnidcncc. He W'us a 
member of the Prussian I^ower House from 1858 to 1893, and of the KeiclisLag from 1807 to 
1884, where he became a leader of the National Liberal imrty. Gneist was an ardent ad- 
mirer of the English constitution, of which he ninde exhaustive study and frcijULntly cited 
ns a model for German affairs. His published works are numerous, ineliiding many treatises 
upon the history of jurisprudence in addition to those relating to English parliamentary 
history. lie was ennobled by Frederick HI in 1888, and died at Beilin, July 22nd, 1895. 

Godwin, W., History of the Commonwealth of England, London, 1824-1828, 4 vols. — 
Godwin, F. (Bishop), Rerum Aiiglicarum Annalcs, I.iOiidon, 1616. — Goldsmld, F. .1., artiele 
on “ Sind ” in the Encyclopcsdia Britannica — Goldsmith, O., History of England, London, 
1771. — Gomme, G. E.,' Literature of Loeal Institutions, London, 1886. — Gbnner, E. C. K., 
Early History of Chartism, Jjondon, 1889. — Goodman, G., Court of King James the First, 
London, 1839, 2 vols. — Goodwin, G. , Dictionary of National Biogiaphy, London, 1890.— 
Gordon, C. G., Last Journal, London, 1885. — Grace, M. S., Sketch of the New Zealand 
War, London, 1899. — Gramont, P. de, Mf*moires du Chevalier dc Cramont, London, 1713; 
English translation, Memoirs of the Court of Charles II, London, 1840. — Grant, J., British 
Battles on Land and Sea, London, 1873-1875, 3 vols. — Grant, R, History of the East 
India Company, London, 1813. — Green, J. R., Short History of the English People, London, 
1875; History of the English People, 1877-1880, 4 vols.; Conquest of England, Ijondon, 
1882; The Making of England, London, 1883, 2 vols. 

John Richard Qrean w'as born at Oxford, December 12th, 1837. Upon completing his 
university course he entered the church, but failing health caused him to abandon clerical 
life and accept a position as librarian at Lambeth in 1869. From early years an enthusiastic 
student of English history, he sought in his Hhori Hiaiory of the Fmflish People to present 
vivid pictures of the life and customs of the people and of the social conditions w'hich had 
influenced their growth rather than to dwell upon dynasties and wais. ’J’lie success of 
the work was immediate; its picturesque style and life-like ^fcscriptions proved eminently 
attractive to the general public, even though he often built a larger and more elaborate 
structure than his foundation warranted. Notwithstanding his bodily weakness, Green 
wrote The Making of England, a much more scholarly work, which was published in 1882; 
and so far collected and arranged the material for the succeeding volume on The Conmieat 
of England that it was published by his widow shortly after his death, in 1883. Mrs. 
Green, who was a student and writer of much ability, rendered constant and valuable 
assistance to her husband, and has produced important works of her own composition. 



878 A GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OP ENGLISH HISTORY 


Orten, J. R. (Mrs.)* Henry II, London, 1885; Life in the Fifteenth Century, London, 
1894. — Qreen,W. D., William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, London, 1901. — Qrego, J., ffistory of 
Parliamentary Elections, London, 1880. — OrenTille, R. (Duke of Buckingham and Chan- 
dos). Memoirs of the Court and Cabinets of George III, London, 1853-1855, 4 vols. — Ores- 
well, W. H. P., History of the Dominion of Canada, London, 1891 ; The Growth and 
Administration of the British Colonies, London, 1897. — QrovlUe, C. C. F., Greville 
Memoirs, London, 1875, 3 vols.; Journal of the Reigns of George IV and William IV, Lon- 
don, 1875, 3 vols. — OrevlUe, F. (Lord Brooke), Life of Sir Philip Sidney, London, 1052, 
1810. — Orimm, G., Concise History of Australia, Sydney, 1891. — Groom, W. T., With 
Havelock from Allahabad to Lucknow, 1857, Loudon, 1874. — Gross. C., The Gild Merchant, 
Oxford, 1890, 2 vols. — Qrossteste, R., in Hutton’s Simon de Montfort and hia Canae^ 
London, 1888. — Quest, E., Early English Settlements, London, 1850; Julius Cmsar’s 
Invasion of Britain, London, 1804; Origines Celtic®, edited by W. Stubbs, London, 1883. — 
Guizot, F. P. G., Histoire de la revolution d’Angleterre, Paris, 1827-1828, 2 vols.; English 
translation. History of the English Revolution, 1040, London, 1856; Monk, Chute de la 
republi(iue et reiablisscment de la monarchic en 1660, Paris, 1851, English translation. 
Monk, or the Fall of the Republic, London, 1851; Histoire de la r6publique d’Angleterre ct 
d’Oliver Cromwell, 1049- 1058, Paris, 1854, 2 vols., English translation. History of Oliver 
Cromwell and the English Commonwealth, London, 1854; Histoire du protectorat dc 
Richard Cromwell, Paris, 1850, English translation, History of Richard Cromwell and the 
Restoration of Charles II, London, 1856, 2 vols.; Memoirs of Sir Robert Peel, London, 
1867; Histoire d’Angleterre, raconWe h mes petits-enfants, Paris, 1877-1878, 2 vols., Eng- 
lish translation, Hi««tory of England from the Earliest Times to the Accession of Queen 
Victoria, London, 1879, 3 vols. 

Francis Pierre Ouillaume Ouizot, a distinguished French historian and statesman, 
was born at Nimes, October 4th, 1787. His father was guillotined during the Reign of Ter- 
ror, and his mother sought refuge in Switzerland, where young Guizot was educated. Re- 
turning to Paris in 1805, he began the brilliant literary career which ended only with his 
life. History, biography, translations, essays and reviews followed in rapid succession, and 
quickly gave him high rank among French literati. In addition, he lectured for many years 
in the Sorbonne and occupied important positions in the government, attaining the 

{ iremieiship in 1847. The coup d*<^tat of 1851 closed his public career and the remainder of 
lis life was passed in literary laliour. A close student of English history, his writings 
upon the Puritan jicriod have great merit and deserved reputation. Guizot died at the age 
of eighty-seven at Val-Kocher, September 13th, 1874. 

Gumble, T., The Life of General Monk, I^ondon, 1671. — Gurwood, J., The Despatches 
and Correspondence of the Duke of Wellington during his Various Carnpaigns, London, 
1838, 13 vols. 

Haokat, J., Serinia referata; a Memorial of John Williams, D.D., London, 1092. — 
Haigh, D. H., The Con(iue8t of Britain by the Saxons, London, 1801. — Hailes, Lord (D. 
Dalryinple), Annals of Scotland, Edinburgh, 1779. — Hakluyt, R., The Principal Naviga- 
tions, Voyages, Trnfliques and Discoveries of the English Nation, London, 1598-1600, 3 vols.; 
Divers Voyages I’ouching the Discoverie of America, London, 1852, edited by the Hakluyt 
Society, Londoff, 1850. 

Richard Hakluyt was bom in or near Ixmdon about 1553. He took his degree at Ox- 
ford in 1573-4, and after taking his M.A. in 1577, commenced at Oxford the first public lec- 
tures on geography. His first published work was his Divers Voyages Toucfnng the Dis 
coverie of America (1582). From 1583 to 1588 he was chaplain to Lord Stafford, English 
ambassador to France, busying himself meanwhile with studies and researches in history 
and geography. Hakluyt’s greatest work was The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Trnf- 
fiques, and Discoveries of the English Nation (1598-1600), which* has been truly called 
“ the prose epic of the m^era English Nation.” Though but little read, it is an invaluable 
treasure house for the study of English history, geo^apbical discovery and colonisation. 
He was archdeacon of Westminster from 1603 until his death in 1016. 

Haldane, D., Admiral Duncan, London, 1808. — Hall, E., The Union of the Two Noble 
and Illustre Families of Lancastre and York, London, 1542, 1550, 1809. — Hallam, H., View 
of the State of Europe during the Middle Ages, London, 1818, 2 vols., 1853, 3 vols.; The 
Gonstitutional History of England from the Accession of Henry VII to the Death of 
George II, Ixindon, 1827, 2 vols., 1854, 3 vols.; Introduction to the Literature of Europe 
in the Fifteenth, Sixteenth afd Seventeenth Centuries, London, 1837-1839, 4 vols. 

Henry Hallam was bora at Windsor, July 9, 1777. He was educated at Eton and Ox- 
ford, studied law and was in active practice on the Oxford circuit until 1812, when he was 
enabled to retire and devote himself to historical study. He exhibited literary talent at 
an early age, and his contributions to the reviews had already established his position 
among En^ish writers. In 1818 he published A Vteia of EurerM during the Middle Ages, 
the result of two years’ research ana extended European travel. Hallam’s works, charac- 
terised by careful and painstaking study, impartial criticism, and sincere, straightforward 
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ityle, have taken a rank amons English claeaicB from which they will never be dislodged. 
Subsequent investigations and later discoveries of sources have, of course, rendered parts 
of his work of little value. Absolute justice to every one was Hallam’s aim. and in his 
Conatituliondl History he has treated men and events with judicial coolness and impar- 
tiality. His general knowledge was immense, and he was a competent critic in scicneo 
and theology, mathematics and poetry, metaphysics and law. Many honours were he 
stowed upon him by the state and various learned societies and universities. His domestic 
life was saddened toward its close by the death of his wife and ten of his eleven children. 
He died at Pickhurst, Kent, January 21. 1859. 

BaUlwell-Phillipps, J. O., T.ietters of the Kings of England, London, 1840, 2 vole. — 
Hamleyi B. B., The War in the Crimea, l.<ondon, 1855, new edition, 1891; Wellingtoirs 
Career, London, 1860. — Handbook of Indian History, Madras, 1887. — Hannay, ]>., 
Admiral Blake, London, 1880. — Hansard, L., Parliamentary Debates, Txindon, 1803-1900, 
76 vols. — Haroua, W., South Australia — Its History, Ijondun, 1870. — Hardwirke, Philip 
Yorke (Earl of). Miscellaneous State Papers, London, 1778, 2 vols. — Hardy, F., Memoirs 
of James Caulfield, Earl of Charlemont, London, 1812, 2 vols. — Hardy, T. D., A Descrip- 
tive Catalogue of MSS. Relating to the History of Great Britain and Ireland, London, 1862- 
1871, 3 vols. — Harlngton, J., Nug® Antiquse, Ix)ndon, 1779, 2 vols. — Harris, J. (Earl of 
Malmesbury), Diaries and Correspondence, London, 1844, 4 vols. — Harrison, F., History 
of the Law of Treason, in the Fortnightly Review, London, 1882, May and June. — 
Harrison, W., An Historical Description of the Island of Britainc, in the Chrmiiles of 
llolinshed, Ijondon, 1578, 2 vols.; 1807-1808, 6 vols.; 1877-1881. — Havland, O. A., The New 
Empire, London, 1891. — Hawkins, A., Picture of Quebec with Historical Recollections, 
Quebec, 1834. — Haynes, S., Collection of State Papers, left by William Cecil, Jjord 
Burghley, London, 1740. — Bazlitt, W., The Character of W. Cobbett, M.P., London, 1836. — 
Haad, F. B., Administration of the Government of Upper Canada, London, 183}). — Hearn, 
W. E., The Government of England, London, 1807, 2d edition, 1887. — Heath, J., A 
Chronicle of the Late Intestine War in the Three Kingdoms, London, 1001. — Heaton, W., 
The Three Reforms of Parliament; a History, 1830-1886, London, 1885. — Heber, R., Life 
of Jeremy Taylor, London, 1822; Journey through India from Calcutta to Bombay, with 
Notes on Ceylon, London, 1828, 2 vols. — Heerenj A. H. L., Historical llcHcarches, Oxford, 
1838-1846, 5 vol.s. — Henry of Huntingdon, Ilistoria Anglorum, edited by Sir Ibuiry Rnvilc, 
1590, translation by T. Forester, London, 1853. — Henry, R., History of Great Biilain, 
London, 1771-1793, 6 vols. — Bentzner, P., England as Seen by Foreigners, Tiondon, 1806. — 
Herbert of Oherbury, E., History of the Life and Reign of Henry VIII, Ijondon, 1049. — 
Herodotus, History, translated by William Beloe, London, 1800. — Harre, A. M E., La 
Crise Irlandaise depuis la fin du dix-luiiticme siMe jusqu’it nos jours, Paris, 1885. — 
Hervey, J., Memoirs of the Reign of George IT, London, 1848, 2 vols. — Hewins, W. A. K., 
English Trade and Finance, (’'hiotly in the Seventeenth Century, London, 1892. — Heylin, 
P., History of the Reformation, London, 1601, Cambridge, 1849, 2 vols. — Hill, G. B., Life 
of Sir Walter Rowland Hill, London, 1880, 2 vols. — HlUler, A. R., Articles on South Afri- 
can History in new volumes Encyclopmdia Britannica. — Hirst, F. W., IJfo of W. E. 
Gladstone, London, 1899. — Historical MSS. Oommission. Calendar of the MRS. of the 
Most Hon. the Marquis of Salisbury, preserved at Hatfield House, London. 1888, 8 vols. — 
Hitchman, F., Public Life of the Karl of Bcaconsfield, London, 1881. — uocken, M., 
Contributions to the Early History of New Zealand, Ijondon, 1898. — Hodder, E., The 
History of South A-ustralia, London, 1893, 2 vols. — Hodges, N, Loiinologia, London, 1022. 
— Hodson, G. H., Twelve Years of a Soldier’s Life in India, Boston, 1800. — Holland, H. R. 
F. V., History of the Whig Party during My Time, London, 1852-1854, 2 vols. — Holland, 8. 
(Lady), Memoirs of Sydney Smith, Leipsic, 1855, 2 vols., Jjondoii, 1874. — Hollas, D., 
Memoirs, London, 1099; printed in Select Tracts relating to the Civil Warn in England, in 
the Reign of Charles the First, London, 1815. — Holmes, A. M., England’s Navy, London, 
1897. — Holmes, T. R. E., History of the Indian Mutiny, l.iondon, 1883. — Holwell, J. L., 
Black Hole of Calcutta, in Wheeler’s Early Records of British India, London, 1878. — 
Hook, W. F., Lives of the Archbishops of Canterbury, London, 1801-1884, 14 vols. — 
Hooker, R., The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, Ijondon, 1.594-1.597, 5 vols, 1600, 8 vols., 7ih 
edition 1888, 4 vols. — Bosack, J., Mary and Her Accusers, London, 1869-1874, 2 vols. — 
Howell, J., Familiar Letters, London, 16,50. — Hughes, T. S., and T. Smollett, History of 
England from the Accession of George ITT, Ijondon, 1855, 18 vols. — Hume D., History of 
England from the Invasion of Julius Ccesar to the Revolution in 1688, London, 1754-1762, 0 
vols., 1864, 8 vols. • 

David Hums was bom at Edinburgh, April 2Cih, 1711. Being a younger son, with 
slender patrimony, and of a sober, studious disposition, he was destined by his parents 
for the law, but, seized with an early passion for letters, he had an insurmountable 
aversion to any other study. After an unsuccessful attempt at business life in Bristol, he 
went to loanee for the further prosecution of his studies, and remained three years, 
^kich period he wrote his Treatise on Human Nature. Returning to England in 
1737, he Was at first secretary to the marquis of Annandale, afterwards on the staff of 
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General St."Glair, whom he accompanied to Anatria and Italy in 1747. Hia early writings 
were not received with commendation, though hia reputation as a man of lettera was 
increasing. In 1764 he published the first volume of A Portion of English History from the 
Aecssaion of James I to the Revolution^ which he hoped to be a succeas, as he thought him- 
self the first English historian free from bias, but he says “ that he was herein miserably 
disappointed, and that, instead of pleasing all parties, had made himself obnoxious to 
all.” The second volume, which appeared in 1756, was more favorably received. In 
1769 he published the Histoi^ of the House of Tudor, and in 1761 the early portion of 
the English History. Notwithstanding, possibly by reason of, the clamour raised by his 
opponents, his pubii cations proved very remunerative, and he twice retired to Edinburgh, 
with the intention of leading a life of scholarly ease, but was recalled to accept important 
appointments. In 1769 he finally abandoned public life and lived in Edinburgh until his 
death, on August 26, 1776. His history, notwithstanding its faults, has a distinct place 
in English literature; it was the first attempt at comprehensive, tlioughtful treatment of 
historic facts, the first to consider the social and literary aspects of the national life as 
little inferior to its politics and wars. While Hume was at all times an advocate, colouring 
tacts to suit his theories, and glossing over the faults of his favourites, he established a 
standard of historical composition and developed a style animated, yet refined and polished. 

Hume, M. A. S. (translator), Chronica del Key Enrico Ottavo de Inglctcrra, London, 
1889; The Courtships of Queen Elizabeth, London, 1896; Calendar of State Papers in the 
Archives of Simancas, London, 1892-1899, 4 vols. — Hunt, J., Religious Thought in 
England, London, 1870. — Hunt, W., Bristol, London, 1887; The English Church from its 
Foundation to the Norman Conquest, London, 1899. — Hunter, W. W., The Indian Empire, 
London, 1878; article on “India” in the Encyclopcedia Brxtannica. — Huntingdon, H. W. 
H., History of Australia, Newcastle, 1888. — Huskiason, W., Speeches, London, 1830, 3 
vols. — Hutchinson, L., Memoirs of the Life of Col. Hutchinson, London, 1806. — Hutoh- 
inson, T., History of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, Boston, 1764-1774, 4 vols. — 
Hutton, W. H., Sir Thomas More, London, 1895. 

Indian Student, An, India before and after the Mutiny, Edinburgh, 1886. — Ingram, 
J. K., A History of Political Economy, Ijondon and New York, 1888. — Ingram, '1'. D, 
History of the Legislative Union of Great Britain and Ireland, London, 1887, new edition, 
1899. — Innes, C., History of Scotland to 818, Edinbuigh, 1863; Scotland in the Middle 
Ages, Edinburgh, 1860; Sketches of Early Scottish History and Social Progress, Edin- 
burgh, 1861. — Irish History, Two Centuries of, l/>ndon, 1888. 

Jamas L A Counterblast to Tobacco, London, 1616; A Rcmonstranc^ of the Most Gra- 
cious King James I against an Oration of tho Cardinal of Perron, Cambridge, 1619; 
Book of Sports, London, 1709. — James, Lionel, article on the War in South Afrien, 1809- 
1901, in new volumes of Encyclopcedia Britannica. — James, W., The Naval History of 
Great Britain from the Declaration of War by France in 1793 to the Accession of George 
IV, London, 1822-1826, 6 vols., 1866. — James, W. N., The British in India, London, 1882. — 
Jardina, D., Criminal Trials, London, 1832, 2 vols.; Narrative of the Gunpowder Plot, 
London, 18.57. Janks, E., The Australian Colonies to 1893, Ijondon, 1895. — Jennings, (J. 
H., An Anccdotical History of the British Parliament, London, 1892. — Jesse, J. H., 
Memoirs of the Pretenders and Their Adherents, London, 184.5; Memoirs of the Life and 
Times of George III, London, 1867. — Jassopp, A., Studies by a Recluse, Ijondon, 1893. — 
Javons, W. S., The State in Its Relation to Labour, London and New York, 1885. — John of 
Fordun, Chronica gentis Scotorum, in T. Gales* Scriptores Quindecim, Edinburgh, 1691, 
translation by W. F. Skene in the Historians of Scotloflid, Edinburgh, 1871. — Jominl, H , 
Vie politique et militairc de Napoleon, Paris, 1827. 4 vols., translation by H. W. Hallcck, 
London, 1864, 4 vols. — Jonas, W., Works, London, 1811, 13 vols.; articles in Journal of 
Asiatic Researches. — Jonas, W. B., Vestiges of the Gael in Gwynedd, London, 1851; His- 
tory of St. Davids, London, 1856. — Joyce,!'. W., Concise History of Ireland, London and 
Dublin, 1893. — Jung, C. E., Australia, London, 1884. — Junius, Letters, London, 1772, 1812, 
1854. — Jussarand, J. J., Les Anglais au moyen age, Paris, 1884, translation by L. T. Smith, 
English Wayfaring Life in the Middle Ages, London, 1899; The Romance of a King’s Life, 
London, 1896. 

Knya, J. W., History ofethe War of Afghanistan, London, 1851. — Kaya, J. W., and 
G. B. Mi^ason, History of the Indian Mutiny, London, 1865-1880, 6 vols. — Kabbal, T. 
E., Life of Lord Beaconsfield, London, 1888. — Kaane, H. G., The Fall of the Moghul Em- 
pire of Hindustan, London, 1676, 1667. — 'Saightlay, T., History of England, London, 1837. 

. Thomas Keightley was bom near Dublin in Ireland in October, 1789. He entered 
Trinity College in 1803, but did not take a degree, and in 1824 settled in London, where 
for nearly hirif a century he was busily engaged in literary work. He is probably best 
known for his Mythology of Andsnt Oreeee and Rome, but his biographies and miscel- 
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laneoiiB works possess mndi merit, and his historictl writings are carefully compiled, and 
written in a clear and entertaining style. He died at Erith, Kent, November 4th, 1872. 

Kemble, J. M., The Saxons in England: A History of the English Ck)mmonwealth till 
the Period of the Norman Conquest, London, 1849, 2 vols. 

John Mitchell Kemble, the son of Charles Kemble the actor, was bom in London in 
1807. He entered Cambridge in 1826, where he became an intimate friend of Tennyson 
and Archbishop Trench, but left before completing his course,' to take up the study of 
Anglo-Saxon law, afterwards pursuing philological studies at GOttingou and other German 
universities. His edition of Beowulf, publish^ in 1833, established his rank ns an Anglo- 
Saxon scholar, and his reputation was greatly enhanced by a course of lectures given at 
Cambiidge in the following year. Kemble was editor of the Briliah and Foreign liemeu), 
for nine years, and in 1840 succeeded his father as licenser of the stage plays. As a re- 
sult of his study of Anglo-Saxon law, he published, in 1839-1840, a valuable collection of 
Saxon charters, and in 1849 the first two volumes of a Hiatory of tlit Anglo-Saxons tn 
England, which was never completed, but was for many years the chief authority for this 
period of English history. He died at Dublin, March 26th, 1857. 

Kent, C. B. R-, The English Radicals, London, 1800. — Kerr, Robert, History of Scot- 
land during the Reign of Robert Bruce, Edinburgh, 1811. — King, W., roliticul and Liter- 
ary Anecdotes, London, 1810. — Kinglaka, A. W., The Invasion of the Crimea, London, 
1803-1887, 8 vols. — Klngsford, W., History of Canada, Tx)ndon, 1887-1808, 10 vols. — 
Eirkup,T., article** on “Henry VII” and “Henry VIll ” in the Encyclojiadia Britaniiica. 

— Knight, C., Pictorial History of England, London and New York, 1837-1844, 8 vols.; 
Popular History of England, l^ndon, 1866-1862, 8 vols.; Half-hours w'ith English History, 
Jjoiidon, 1867. 

Charles Knight was the son of a bookseller at Windsor, where he was born March 
l,)Lh, 1701. His schooling was limited, most of his education being gamed in his fattier's 
shop. While publishing the Etonian he formed the acquaintance ot Macaulay, J*rned, and 
Nelson Coleridge, w'ho induced him to start Knight" a Quarterly Magazine in 1824 The 
venture was a financial failure, but served to introduce Knight to the London public and 
encouraged him in his plans for popular instruction. The ISocicty for the DitTusion of 
Useful Knowledge, established by Brougham in 1826, w'as Knight’s idea, and ht was called 
to superintend its imblieations. llenccforth his literary activity was enormous and Ids 
inllucrice widespread. Besides editing numerous eycloptedias, mogazincM, and literary and 
scientitic works, he personally wrote several biographies and contributed largely to all 
his publications. After his retirement from active business life, he continued literary 
woik until his death at Addlestone, March 9th, 1873. 

Knighton, H., Chronicle, edited by J. 11. Lumby (Rolls Series), London, 1880, 2 vols. 

— Knox, J., Histoiie of the Reformation of Religioun in the llcalme of Scotland, London, 
1584, 3 vols., 1064, 6 vols., 1844, 5 vols. — Kydd, S., see Alfred. 


Labanoff^ A., Letters of Mary, Queen of Scots, London, 184.'), 3 vols.; Maria Stuart, 
London, 1859. — Labilliero, F. P., Early History of the Colony of Victoria, London, 1878. 
— Laiug, M., History of Scotland from the Accession of James VI to the Reign ol Queen 
Anne, Edinburgh, 1800-1804. — Ijan«rco8t| Chroiiicon, edited by J. Steplierwon, Edinburgh, 
1639. —Lang, A., Oxford: Brief Historical and Descriptive Notes, l^nuon, 1879; Life, 
Letters and Diaries of Sir Stafford Northcote, first Earl of Iddesleigh, London, 1890, 2 
vols.; The Mystery of Mary Stuart, London, 1901. — Langtoft, P, (^hronicle of England, 
ill Rolls Series, London, 1866-1808, 2 vols. — Lanigan, J., Ecclesiastical History of Ire- 
land, Dublin, 1822, 4 vols. — Lappenberg, J. M., Geschichte von England, Hamburg, 1834- 
18.37, 2 vols., translation by B. Thorpe, A History of England under the Anglo-Saxon 
Kings, London, 1845, 1857, 2 vols.; A History of England under the Norman Kings, Lon- 
don, 1857. 

Johann Martin Lappenherg was born at Hamburg, July 30th, 1704. He studied medi- 
cine at Edinburgh, resided for some time in London, and afterwards studied law and his- 
tory at Berlin and Gottingen. His appointment as archivist to the Hamburg Senate in 
1823 led to the discovery of many important manuscripts and records. His historical writ- 
ings were numerous and valuable, and he edited many specimens of early German litera- 
ture. His death occurred November 28th, 1865. 

Latimer, E. W., England in the Nineteenth Century, Chicago, 1894. — Latimer, H., 
Works, Cambridge, 1844-1845, 2 vols. — 'Laud, W., History of the Troubles and Tryal of 
the Most Reverend Father in God and Blessed Martyr Wiliam Laud, Written by Him- 
self, London, 1695, Oxford, 1839; Works, Oxford, 1857-1860, 7 vols. — Laughlin, J. L., see 
Adams, H. — Laughton, J. K., The Story of Trafalgar, Portsmouth, 1890. — Laurie, T. 
S., The Story of Australia, London, 1890-1896. — 'Lawrence, H. M., Essays, Military and 
Political, Calcutta, 1859. — Le Bon, G., Les civilisations de I’lnde, Paris, 1886. — Leohler, 
G., John Wyclif and His Precursors in England, London, 1892, 2 vols. — Leoky, W. E. H., 
The Leaders of Public Opinion in Ireland, l^ndon, 1871; History of England in the 
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Eighteenth iCenturv, London, 1878-1890, 8 Tole.; Ireland in the Eighteenth Century, Lon- 
don, 1892, 4 vole.; Utemocracy and Liberty, London, 1899, 2 toIs. 

William Edward Har^U Leekjf waa bom near Dublin, March 20th, 1838, and edu- 
cated at Trinity College, Imblin. Hia Eiatory of the Riee and Influence of the Spirit of 
Rationalism in Europe, published in 1865, aroused wide interest from its unusual eru- 
dition and profound thought. After many years of preparation he produced his History 
of England in the Eighteenth Century, in which his object was “ to disengage from the 
great mass of facts those which relate to the permanent forces of the nation, or which 
indicate the more enduring features of national life.” The work is distinguished by the 
extent and fulness of its authorities, by its impartiality and its admirable style. The por- 
tion dealing with Ireland has since been published independently. Mr. Lecky served in 
Parliament, was a privy councillor, and received many civic and literary honours. He 
died October 22d, 1908. 

LefEmanm S., Geschichte des alten Indiens (Oncken Series), Berlin, 1889. — Leland, 
(Leyland)i J., De Kcbus Britannicis Collectanea, Oxford, 1715, 0 vols., London, 1770. — 
Leland, T., History of Ireland from the Invasion of Henry II, Dublin, 1774. — LeMoine, 
J. M., Maple Leaves; Canadian History, Quebec, 1863-1894; Quebec, Past and Present, 
Quebec, 1870. — Lesley, Bishop, De origine, moribus et rebus gestis Scotorum, Rome, 1578, 
10 vols. — Lethbridge, E., Indian History, London, 1805. — Levey, G., Australasian En- 
cyclopeedia, Xx>ndon, 1892. — Levi, L., History of British Commerce and of the Economic 
Progress of the British Nation, 17G3-1870 [the best account of the upbuilding of British 
commercial supremacy 1, London, 1870. — Lewis, G. C., Essays on the Administration of 
Great Britain from 1780-1830, Ix>ndon, 1804. — Lewis, J., A Complete History of the Several 
Translations of the Holy Bible and Now Testament into English, London, 1818. — Liber 
Plusoardensis, see Buchanan, M. — Lilly, W., True History of King James and King 
Charles I, London, 1615. — Lingard, J., History of England from the First Invasion by 
the Homans to the Accession of William and Mary in 1688, London, 1810-1830, 8 vols., 1883, 
10 vols.; Abridgement of the History of England, London, 1855. 

John Eingard was born at Winchester, February 5, 1771. He was educated for the 
Catholic priesthood at Douay in France, where he remained until the college was broken 
up by the Revolution in 1793. With some of his former companions at Douay he estab- 
lished a seminary at Crook Hall near Lancaster, where he remained as professor and vice- 
president until 1811, when he retired to a small parish at Hornby. W’^hilc at Crook Hall 
he had published a History of tke Anglo-Saxon Church, a preliminary to lus master-work, 
which appeared between 1819 and 1830 in eight quarto volumes, and passed through six 
editions during his lifetime. Being the first important history of England written from 
the Catholic standpoint, it attracted much atiention from the start, and though concilia- 
tory in tone, was vehemently attacked by Protesant partisans. Lingai^i’s replies to the 
detractions displayed such profound knowledge and were fortified by such well-digested 
authorities as to add materially to his reputation. Although often invited to more im- 

S ortant positions in the church, be remained in the seclusion of Hornby until his death, 
uly 17th, 1851. He w’as granted a pension of £300 by the government; made doctor of 
divinity by Pope Pius VII, and Leo XII is said to have created him a cardinal in petto. 

Lister, T. H., Life and Administration of Edward, First Earl of Clarendon, London, 
1838, 3 vols. — -^Uoyd, D., The Statesmen and Favourites of England since the Reforma- 
tion. London, 1665. — Lodge, E., Illustrations of British History, Biography and Manners 
in the Reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary, Elizabeth and James I, London, 1791, 3 
vols. — Lodge, H. C,, see H. Adams. — Long, J., Eastern Proverbs and Emblems, Lon- 
don, 1881. — Longman, W., Lectures on the History of England, London, 18G3; History 
of the Life and Times of Edward HI, London, 1809, 2 vols. — Lord, W. F., Lost Posses- 
sions of England, London, 1896. — Lome, Marquis of, Viscount Palmerston, K.G., Lon- 
don, 1892. — Lough, T., England’s Wealth, Ireland’s Poverty, London, 1896. — Low, S. J., 
and F. S. Pulling, Dictionary of English History, London, 1897. — Lowth, R., Life of 
William of Wykeham, London, 1777. — Lubbock, J., Prehistoric Times, London, 1900. — 
Lucy, H. W., Diary of Two Parliaments, London, 1885, 2 vols.; Diary of the Salisbury 
Parliament, London, 1892; Gladstone, A Study from Life, London, 1898. — Ludlo-^ £., 
Memoirs, Ixtndon, 1698, 2 vols. — Luttrell, N., A Brief Historical Relation of State Affairs 
from September, 1678, to April, 1714, Oxford, 1857, 6 vols. — Lyall, A. C., The Rise and 
Expansion of the British Dominion in India, London, 1893. — Lynch, J., Cambrensis 
Eversus, London, 1662. — L 3 r&dsay of Pitscottic, R., Historic of Scotland 14.36-1575, edited 
by A. J. G. Mackay, Edinburgh, 1899, — Lyte, H. C. M., History of the University of Ox- 
ford to 1830, London, 1886. c 

MecArthur. M., History of Scotland, London, 1873. — Maoanlay, T. B., History of 
England from tne Accession of James II, London, 1848-1855, vols. 1-4, 1861, vol. 5; Critical 
and Historical Essays, London, 1854, 2 vols. 

Thomas Bahington MaeauJa/i/ w^as bom at Roihley Temple, Leicestershire, October 
25th, 1800. He exhibited unusual talent from a very early age, and his progress through 
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sdiool and university was a constant serAs of literary triumphs. His first public appear* 
snce was m the pages of QuarieTly but his essay on Milton, published 

in the Edtnibitrgh Bev%w} m 1825, estabhshed his reputation lor brilliance, eloquence, and 
leammg Entennu parliament m 1830, he at once took high rank as a debater, and be 
came a member of the Board of Control for Indian Adairs m 1832. He was appointed a 
member of the Supreme Council in 1834, and spent the next four years in India, where he 
revised and greatly improved the penal code Re entering parliament in 1830 as member 
for Edinburgh, he became a member of the Melbourne ministry After sharing the vicis 
Bitudes of fortune of the whig party until 1847, he retired from public life to devote him- 
self to the preparation of his Utatory of England from the Aeceaaton of James J The 
first two volumes appeared in 1848, and achieved a reputation and sale which have scarcely 
been surpassed by the most popular novel, and were only exceeded by the reception granted 
the later volumes m 1855 University and national honours were heaped upon him, and 
his reputation became world wide 111 health, which had interfered with the prosecution 
of hiB work m 1852, soon became permanent, and he died December 28th, 1859 Macaulay 
was a man of remarkable talent, with most unusual powers of literary acquisition, and 
his knowhdge of modern history was unsurpassed, but his great work, while a master- 
piece of style, IS partial and prejudiced 

McCarthy, J, Outline of Irish History London, 1883, History of the Four Georges, 
London, 1884 1001, 4 vols , History of Our Own lime^, London, 1870 1897, 5 vols , Modern 
Ingland, in Story of the Nations Senes, London, 1898 1899 — MaoOart^, J H A His 
tor\ of England under Gladstone, London, 1887 — MaoOarthy, M J F, Mr Balfour’s 
Rule in Ireland London, 1891 — M'One.T, Life of John Knox, Edinburgh 1812, Life of 
Andrew Melville, Edinburgh, 1824, 2 vols — Maofarlane, C , t ivil and Military History 
of England, in Knight’s Piefonaf History of England, London, 1838 1844, 2 vols, 1881 

Charles Maefarlane' was of Scotch descent, but most of his early life was spent in 
Italy and Iiirkcy In 1829 he went to 1 ondon, and was for a numbir of years engaged in 
literary work in connection with the Society for the DiflTusion of Useful Knowledge He 
contributed the ( ivil and Military History of England to Knight’s PictonaX History and 
also wrote several popular biographies and historical novels In his later years he again 
travelled extensively in Italy and lurkey, but returning to London was admitted, as a 
poor brother, to the Charterhouse, where he died, December 9th 1868 

Machar, A M, Stones of New France, Boston, 1800 — Mackay, A J G, articles on 
‘ Scotland” and ‘ Robert Bruce” in the Enoyol^mdia Britannica — Maokay, G, History 
of Bendigo, Melbourne, 1891 — Maoklnnon, J , Ine Union of England and Scotland, Lon 
don, 1896, History of Edward III London, 1000 —Mackintosh, J, History of the 
Revolution m England in 1088, London, 1884, 1853, 2 vols , Miscellaneous Works, Lon- 
don, 1851 — MacLagan, R article on Punjab” in the Encydopcsdia Britannica — Mao> 
Lennan, W Montreal and Some of the Makers Thereof, Montreal, 180J — MacMorran, 
A Ihe Local Government Act, London, 1888 — MacMullen, T, History of Canada from 
Its First Discovery to the Present lime, London, 1868 — Macy, J The English Consti 
tution New ^ork, 1S97 — Madhava Acharya Ihc Serva Dorsanc Samgraha or Review 
of the Different Systems of Hindu Philosophy, London, 1882 — Mahan, A T , Influence 
of Sea Power upon History 1660 1783, London, 1889 Influence of Sea Power upon the 
Irench Revolution and Lmpire 1793 1812, London, 1892, 2 vols , Life of Nelson, the Em 
bodiment of the Sea Power of Great Britain, London, 1890, 2 vols • 

Alfred Thayer Mahan was born September 27th 1840 at West Point, N Y, where 
his father was for many years professor ot engineering at the United States Military 
Academy He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1859 and saw active service during 
the war between the states, gaining the rank of lieutenant commander in 1865, and that 
of captain m 1885 For four years he was president of the Naval War College at New 
port, but was retired at his own request in 1896 His great work Induence of Sea Power 
upon Hi<itory which was an expansion of his lectures in the War College, received ini 
mediate recognition as the first philosophic discussion of the influence of maritime activity 
The Life of Nelson has been accepted as the best biography of that renowned admiral yet 
published, and Mahan’s other works have given him the first rank among writers upon his 
special topic 

Mahendranatha, D, Sketch of the History of the Establishing of British Rule in 
India Benares, 1888 — Mahon (P H Stanhope), Lord, History of England from the 
Peace of Utrecht to the Peace of Versailles 1713 1783, London, 1838, 2 vols, 6th edition, 
1858, 7 vols , The Forty five, London, 1851, Life of Sir Robert Peel, London, 1856 1867 
2 vols , History of England, Comprising the Reign of Quecgi Anne, London, 1870, 2 vols , 
Life of William Pitt, I^ndon, 1870, 2 vols 

Philip Henry Stanhope Ijord Mahon and fifth Earl of Stanhope, was bom in Kent in 
1805 He was educated at Oxford and entered parliament in 1832 in which he represented 
Hertford for nearly twenty years, and introduced and carried the copyright law which 
bears his name He was under secretary for foreign affairs in 1834, and secretary to the 
board of control under Feel. He was largely instrumental in the establishment of the 
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National Portrait Gallery and the Historical Manuscript Commission. Though not a great 
historian, he 'was a diligent student, an impartial critic, and exhibited preat judgment 
in weighing facts. His style is clear and concise, and his works are recognised as authori- 
tative. 

Maine, H. J. S., Lectures on j^e Early History of Institutions, London, 1875; India 
1837-1887, London, 1887. — Maitlanfl, F. W., Justice and Police, London and New York, 
1885; Domesday Book and Beyond, Cambridge, 1897 [the best analysis of the contents 
of Domesday]. See also Pollock F. — Maitland^ S. R., The Dark Ages, Being a Series of 
Essays Intended to Illustrate the State of Religion and Literature in the Ninth, Tenth, 
Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries, London, 1844. — M^for, J., Historia Majoris Britannice 
tarn Angliie quam Scotim, Paris, 1521, 4 vols., English translation by A. Constable, Edin- 
burgh, 1892. — Makower, L., Constitution of the English Church, London, 1895. — Mal- 
colm, J., Memoir of Central India, London, 1823, 2 vols.; Political History of India from 
1784 to 1823, London, 1820, 2 vols.; Life of Lord Clive, London, 1836. — Malleson, G. B., 
History of the French in India, London, 1868; Founders of the Indian Empire, London, 
1882; Decisive Battles in India, London, 1885; The Indian Mutiny of 1857, London, 1890. 

— Malmesbury, Earl of. Memoirs of an Ex-Minister; an Autobiography, London, 1884. 

— Malmesbury, Willjam of, De Gestis Regum Anglorum, edited by T. D. Hardy, Lon- 
don, 1840, 2 vols., translation by •!. A. Giles, Chronicle of the Kings of England, London, 
1847; De Vita S. Wulstani, London, 1691, 2 vols.; Gesta Stephani, edited by R. C. Sewell, 
London, 1846. 

William of MaJmeshvry w’as of English and Norman parentage, and was born ap- 
parently about thirty years after the CJonquest. His love for letters was encouraged by 
his father, who placed him in the monastic school at Malmesbury, where he became a monk 
and subsequent^ librarian and annalist to the monastery. He declined the appointment 

Jibbot in 1140, took pari in the council at Westminster in 1141, and probably died i_ 
1142. Though little is known of his life, his w'orks testify to his intellect and literary 
capacity. His reputation was widespread, and he was often requested by other monas- 
teries to write the lives of their ])alion saints and the history of their communities. His 
research was painstaking and comprehensive, and the clear, flowing style of his narratives 
IS in striking contrast with the dry compilations of other ivritcrs of his day. His educa- 
tion seems to ha>e raised him above the superstitious credulity of the period; he is care- 
ful in w’eighing evidence and sitth thoroughly all doubtful stories. His pictures of social 
life and cuhtoins are vivid and accurate, and his narrative of the upheavals of that stir- 
ring period is graphic and picturesque. 

Malthus, T. R., An Essay on the Principle of Population, London, 1798, 9th edition, 
1888. — Manning, Mrs., Ancient and Mediaeval India, London, 1869, 2 vols. — Manvier, 
X., Les ^tats Unis et le Canada, Tours, 1886. — Markham, C. R., Life the Great Lord 
Fairfax, London, 1870. — Marris, U. M, The Rt. Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, London, 1890. 

— Marsden, .1. B., History of the Later Puritans, London, 18.52, — Marshall, C., The Ca- 
nadian Dominion, London, 1871. — Marshall, II., Ceylon and Its Inhabitants, London, 
1846, — Marshman, J C., The History of India, London, 189.3. — Martin, A. P., Stories 
from Australian History, London, 1893; Australia and the Empire, Edinburgh, 1893. — 
Martin, H., Ilistoire de France depuis 1789, Paris, 1879, 2 vols. — Martin, R. M., The 
Colonics of the British Empire, London, 1834-1838, 6 vols. — Martin, T., The Life of the 
Prince Consort T London, 187.5, .5 vols. — Martineau, H., History of England during the 
Thirty Years’ I’eace, London, 1849-18.50, 2 vols.; British Rule in India, London, 1857; Intro- 
duction to the History of the Peace, London, 18.57; Palmerston, in Biographical Sketches, 
London, 1869; History of England 1800-1815, London, 1878. 

Harriet Martineau was cf Huguenot descent, and was born at Norwich, June 12th, 
1802. At her fathei’s death, being left in comparative p."'verty, she began a literary career, 
and continued to be a prolific and popular writer throughout her life. She spent two years 
in the United States, from 1834 to 1836, and in 1846 travelled extensively in the Levant. 
Her works are numerous and varied in subject, and are distinguished for lucid style, sin- 
cerity, and wise judgment. 

Marvell, A., Life and Works, edited by Cooke, London, 1726, 2 vols., by Thompson, 
London, 1776, 3 vols., by J. Dove, London, 1832, by E. P. Hood, London, 18.53. — Massey 
W., History of England during the Reign of George III, London, 1855-1860, 4 vols., 2nd 
edition, 1865-1866. — Masson, D., Life of John Milton [containing in chapters alternat- 
ing with the personal biography, one of the best accounts to be found of social life during 
the Civil War and under the Commonwealth], London, 18.59-1879, 6 vols. — Matthew of 
Paris, Historia Major Angliae, edited by Luard, London, 1872-1880, 5 vols.; Historia Minor 
Anglise, edited by Madden, London, 1866-1869, 3 vols. 

Little is known of Matthew Paris, save that he became a monk of St. Albans in 1217, 
and was appointed chronographer of that abbey in 1236, a position which he held until 
his death about 1259. In 1248 he was sent by the pope on a special mission to Norway, 
where he remained eighteen months. He is believed to have been a skilful artist and 
illuminator as well as a worker in metals. His writings indicate an education far broader 
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than that of most of his contemporanes, and a cosmopolitan view which must have been 
gamed by extensive travel and wide reading. His views of English politics are siwlarly 
clear and accurate, and his estimates of foreign nations in their rdations with 
are almost modem in their breadth and freedom from insular prejudice. 

Matthew of Westminster, Flores Uistoriarum, tr^slation D. Young, London, 
1863, 2 volB.— Maude, F. C., Memoirs of the Mutiny, London, IM — Manres de Ma- 
lartio, A. J. H. de, Journal des Campagnes au Canada, Dijon, 1890. Maurice, E. G., lives 
of the English Popular Leaders in the Middle Ages, London, 1876, 2 vols. — Maxwell, 

K. Life of the Right Hon. W. H. Smith, London, 1893; Life of the Duke of Wellington, 
London, 1899, 2 vols. — Maxwell, W. H., Life of the Duke of Wellington, London, 1831- 
1841, 3 vols. — May, T., A History of the Parliament of England \ihich began Novemlier 
3rd, 1640, London, 1650, Oxford, 1854. — May, T. E., A Constitutional History of England 
since the Accession of George III 1760-1860 [supplementing and continuing the works of 
Stubbs and Hallam, it is the most valuable constitutional history of England for the period 
covered], London, 1861, 1863, 2 vols. — Made, J., Works, London, 1664, 2 vols. — Medley, 
D. J., Manual of English Constitutional History, Txindon, 1898. — Melville, J., Memoirs of 
Ills Own Life, edited by T. Thomas, Edinburgh, 1827. — Melville, J. (Rev.), Diary, Edin- 
burgh, 1836. — Meroie^ IL, L’avenir du Canada, Montreal, 1893. — Merewether, H. A., 
and A. J. Stephens, The History of the Boroughs and Municipal Corporations in the 
United Kingdom, from the Earliest to the Present Time, I^ondon, 1836, 3 vols. — Merivale, 
C., A General History of Rome, London, 1875. — Merryweather, F. S., Glimmerings in the 
Dark, London, 1850. — Meteren, E. van, Belgioshe of Ncdcrlnntscho histoiieii van on^e 
lyden. Delft, 1590. — Mezlhiao, G. de, Essai (‘omparatif entre le cardinal due de Richelieu 
et M. William Pitt, Paris, 1816. — Michele, G., Les dfip^ches de G. Miehiel, Ambassadeur 
dc Venise en Angleterre pendant les annf^ea de 1554 h 1557, Venice, 1809. — Mlgnet, F. A. 
M , Negociations relatives a la succession d’Espagne sous liouis XIV, Paris, 1836-1844, 4 
vols.; llistoire de Marie Stuart, Paris, 1851, 2 vols., translation by A. Scoble, London. 1861, 
1981. — Mill, J., The History of British India, London, 1818, .3 \oN, 18.61, 9 voIh, 1872, 10 

vols. Milman, H. H., History of Latin Christianity, London, 18.54-1H66, b vols., 1883, 9 

vols. — Milner, A., England in Egypt, London, 1890. — Milner. 1. and J., History of the 
C'hureh of Christ, London, 1794-1809, 5 vols. — Milton, J., History of Britain, London, 
1670; Ihrose Works, London, 1808, 7 vols, in Vol. I, Defence of the People of England in 
answer to Salmasius. 

John Jaiilton was born in London, December 9th, 1608. He gave early promise of un- 
usual mental power, and became distinguished at Cambridge for the remarkable grace ol 
his Latin verse. From childhood destined for the chuich, the policy of liaud eaiised him 
to hesitate and finally to abandon his chosen calling. After leaving the university he 
passed six years upon his father’s estate in study and poetical composition. In 1038 he 
A\cTit to Italy, where he was received with great honour, but was recalled to England by 
the civil strife then approaching a climax. For ten years he was engaged in ecclesiastical 
controversy, and published numerous pamphlets in defence of the Puritan contentions. 
In 1649 he issued his famous Iconoclaatea, and in 16.50 the Defenaio Pop^ili Anglicani in 
leply to Salmasius. On the establishment of the Commonwealth he was appointed ^Latin 
secretary to the eouncil of state, n post for which he was especially qualified, and notwith- 
standing the total loss of his eyesight in 1052, he continued to perform the duties of the 
office until the abdication of Richard Cromwell in 1659. After his retirement* from public 
life he completed the great epics whose preparation he had long planned. He died Novem- 
ber 8th, 1674. Milton’s poetic fame has largely obscured his merit as a controversialist. 
His prose writings have the defects of his time; personalities, grossness and pedantry; 
but in them he defends religious, civil, and political liberty with an eloquence unsurpassed 
in English literature for grandeur, harmony, and colour. 

Moberley, G. H., Life of William of Wykeham, Winchester, 1887. — Molesworth, W. 
M., The History of England from the Year 1830, London, 1866-187.3, 3 vols. — Momerie, 
A. W., English Church and Roman Schism, Edinburgh, 1896. — Moncriefij J., Influence of 
ilohn Knox and the Scottish Reformation in England, Tjondon, 1860. — Monitrelet, E. de, 
Chronique, in Buehon’s Chioniquea Fran^aieea du XITI^ micle, Paris, 1824-1829, 47 vols. — 
Montcalm de St. Venn, L. J., Journal de Marquis de Montcalm, Quebec, 1896. — More, 
T., Utopia, Louvain, 1516, translation by R. Robynson, London, 1661, by G. Burnet, Lon- 
don, 1688, London, 1893. — Morgan, H. J., Canadian Men and Women of the Time, Ottawa, 
1898 — Morley, J., Life of Edmund Burke, London, 1879; Life of Richard Cobden, London, 
IMs’ ^ Walpole, London, 1889; Cromwell, London, 1900; Life of Gladstone, London, 

John Morley was born at Blackburn, in Lancashire, December 24th, 1838, and was 
educated at Oxford. He was successively editor of the lAterary Gazette and of the 
Morning Star until 1867, when he took charge of the Fortnightly Review which he con- 
ducted with great success until 1883, w'hen he became editor of Macmillan^ a Magazine. 

# period he supervised the English Men of Letters Series,” writing the lives 

of Burke and Cobden. Upon entering parliament in 1883 he soon became prominent, and 
H. W. — VOL. XXII. 20 
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in 1866 wns made secretary for Ireland under Gladstone, whose political vicissitudes he 
shared. He has been a prominent figure in public life for many years, and in edition to 
his editorial labours has published numerous valuable biographies, notably those of Crom- 
well and Gladstone. Morley was one of the three literary men of England chosen by 
Edward VII to receive the new Order of Merit, instituted at the time of his coronation. 

Morris, W. O’C., Ireland, Cambridge, 1896. — Mozley, T. B., Essays, Historical and 
Theological, London, 1884, 2 vols. — Mueller. F. M., India, What Can It Teach Us f Lon- 
don, 1892. — Munro, J. E. C., The Constitution of Canada, Cambridge, 1880. — Mullinger, 
J. B., The Schools of Charles the Great, London, 3876; History of the University of Cam- 
bridge, London, 1888. — Murdin, W., Collection of State Papers Relating to the Affairs 
of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, London, 1759. — Murdock, J., History of Constitutional 
Reform in Great Britain and Ireland, London, 1885. — Murison, A. F., Sir William Wal- 
lace, Edinburgh, 1898. 

Nalaon, J., Impartial Collection of the Great Affairs of State from the Beginning of the 
Scotch Rebellion to the Murder of Charles I, London, 1682.— 'Napier, W. F. P., History of 
the War in the Peninsula, London, 1836. 6 vols. ; History of the Conquest of Bcinde, London, 
1845, 2 vols. 

William Francis Patrick Na/picr^ who was born at Celbridge, Ireland, December 17th, 
1785, entered the army at an early age, took part in the siege of Copenhagen, served with 
Moore at Corunna, and was made lieutenant-colonel in 1813, for distinguished services in 
Spain. He rose to the rank of general and was knighted in 1848. His active participation 
in the Peninsular War well qualified him in some respect to write its history, and he 
gained great reputation by the work, though many of his statements were bitterly con- 
troverted. Napier died February 10th, 1860, at Scindc House, Clapham. 

Naase, E., Ober die mittelalterliche Feldgemeinschaft und die Einhegungen des 16. 
Jahrhunderts in England, Bonn, 1869, English translation. On the Agricultural Community 
of the Middle Ages, London, 1871. — Naunton, R., Fragmenta Regalia, or Observations on 
the late Queen Elizabeth, her Times and Favourites, London, 1G42. — Neal, D., History of 
the Puritans, London, 1811. — 'Nennlua, Historia Britonum, in Monumenta Jlistorica 
Britofmica, London, 1848. — NeTe,J. le. Fasti Ecclesis Anglicans', London, 18.54, 3 vols.— 
Newland, S., The Far North Country, Adelaide, 1894. — Nicholls, G., A History of Scotch 
Poor Law and also Irish Poor Law; A History of English Poor Law, I^ndon, 1854, 2 vols. — 
Nloolaa, N. H., History of the Battle of Agincourt, 3d edition, London, 1833; History of 
the Royal Navy, London, 1847, 2 vols. — Nicoll, H. J., Great Orators, Edinburgh, 1880.— 
Nimmo, History of Stirlingshire, Edinburgh, 1777. — Nineteenth Century, article called 
“Tancred,” by B. Disraeli, London, 1895; article called “The Queen and Lord Beacons- 
field,” by R. B. Brett, London, 1895. — NoaiUes^ A. de, Negoeiations^n Anglcterre, Paris, 
1766. — Norgate, K., England under the Angevin Kings, London, 181)9. — North, R., The 
Lives of the Norths, London, 1740-1742, 2 vols., new edition 1898. — Norton, G., History, 
Constitution, etc., of the City of London, London, 1869. — Nugent, G. N. C., Memorials 
of John Hampden, London, 1825. 

(ftiiate of Mary Immacnlate, An, History of Ceylon, Jaffna, 1887. — O’Brien, R. 15, 
The Irish Land Question and English Public Opinion, London, 1881; Fifty Years of Con- 
cessions to Ireland, 1831-81, London, 1883-1885, 2 vols.; Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, 
1846-1891, London, 1898. — O^Oonnell, T,, in Correspondence of D. O'Connell, London, 1888, 
2 vols. — O’Connor, T. P., The Parnell Movement, London. 1889. — O'Donovan, J., The 
Four Masters, Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland, Dublin, 1848-1851, 3 vols. — Oldxnlzon, J , 
Critical History of England, London, 1730-1739, 3 vols. — Oliphant, M., Historical Sketches 
of the Reign of George II, London, 1869, 2 vols. — Oman, C. W. C., The Art of War in the 
Middle Ages, London, 1885; England and the Hundred Yeais’ War, London, 1898. 

Charles William Chadwick Oman was bom at Mozufferpore, India, January 12th, 1860 
He was educated at Winchester and Oxford, and in 1900 was made deputy professor of 
modern history in that university. Since 1888 he has been busily engaged in historical 
research, and has produced a number of valuable works relating to the history of England, 
as well as of other nations. 

One of Her MiO^it^y’s Bervanti, The Private Life of the Queen, London, 1897.— 
Orderions Vitalii, Historia Ecclesiastica, Paris, 1619, English translation. Ecclesiastical 
History of England and Normandy, London, 1853-1856, 4 vols. 

Orderieus Vitalis^ bom at Atcham, near Shrewsbury, about the year 1075, was of 
French parentage, and wai| sent abroad at an early age to receive his education. The 
greater part of his life was spent at the abbey of St. Evrault, at Ouche, in Normandy, 
where he composed his history. This work, in thirteen books, is wholly without chrono- 
logical arrangement, and seems to have been thrown together at random, as the author 
gained information. This discursiveness of style, however, does not detract from the 
mterest of the work, and it furnishes a series of valuable facts^ regarding the history 
of England and Normandy, narrated in a remarkably clear and vivid manner, interspersed 
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with vigorous sketches of the life and character of the period. Ordericus died at Ouehe in 
1142. 

Orme, R., History of the Military Transactions of the British Nation in Hindostan. 
Madras, 1775-1778, 3 vols.; Historical Fragments of the Mogul Empire of the Mahrattas 
Madras, 1782. — Orr, J., The Reformers, Glasgow, ISSS.-^OsbonM, F., Traditional Memoirs 
of the Reign of King James I, Edinburgh, 1811. — Osier, E., Life of Admiral Viscount Ex- 
mouth, London, 1840. — Overall, J., Convocation Book of MDC\^I, commonly called Bishop 
Overall’s Book of Canons, Oxford, 1844. — Owen, T. M., History of England and Wales, 
London, 1882. 

Falgx^ve, F., Rise and Progress of the English Commonwealth, London, 1831, 2 vols.; 
History of the Anglo-Saxons, London, 1832; History of Normandy and England, London, 
1857, 4 vols. 

Francis Palgravt was born in London- in 1788. He was the son of Meyer Cohen, a 
wealthy Hebrew, and was privately educated, exhibiting marked precocity. On his mar- 
riage, in 1823, he obtained permission to assume the name of Palgrave. From an early age 
he was interested in antiquarian and historical research, and contributed frequently to 
the Edinburgh and Quarterly Reviews. After the publication of his Riae and Progreas 
of the English Commonwealth, in 1831, he received the honour of knighthood. In 1838 
lie was appointed deputy keeper of records, and to him was due the establishment of the 
great PuWic Record Office. His History of Normandy was mainly published after his 
death, July 6th, 1861. WTiile his works display research and ingenuity, they are lacking 
in style and arrangement, and have been largely superseded by those of later writers. 

palgrave, R. F. D., The House of Commons, Ijondon, 1878. — Palmer. R., (Baron 
Scibome), Memorials, London, 1898, 4 vols. — Paris, M., see Matthew Paris. — Parker, 
C. S., Life of Peel, London, 1890. — Parker, J., Some Account of Domestic Aichitecture 
in England, Oxford, 1859. — Parkas, H., Fifty Years in the Making of Australian History, 
Ijondon, 1892, 2 vols. — Parkin, J. R., The Great Dominion, London. 1895. — Parkman, F., 
The Conspiracy of Pontiac and the Indian War. Boston, 1851; The Old Rf*gime in Canada, 
Boston, 1864, London, 1899; Count Frontenac and New Prance under Louis XVI, Boston, 
1878; A Half Century of Conflict, Boston, 1802, 2 vols. — Parliamentary or Oonatitutional 
History of England London, 1751-1761, 24 vols. — Parsons, R., Leycostor’s Common- 
wealth, Txjndon, 1641. — Paston Letters, edited by J. Gairdner, in Arbor’s EnttHah Re- 
prints, London, 1872-1875, 3 vols. — Pauli, G. R., Klinig Alfred iind seine Rtelle in der 
Geschichte Englands, Berlin, 1851, English translation, Life of King Alfred, London, 1862; 
Geschichte Englands seit den Frie'densschllissen von 1814 und 1815, Tjcipsic, 1864-1875. 3 
vola.j Simon von Montfort, Graf von Leicester, der Schopfer des Hanses der Gemeinen, 
Tubingen, 1867, English translation, Simon de Montfort, London, 1876. 

Oeorg Reinhold Pauli was bom at Berlin, May 2.5th, 1823. He was educated at Berlin 
and Bonn and spent several years in England in antiquarian research and as secretary to 
<he Prussian embassy. Upon his return to Germany he became a professor at Tubingen, 
and afterwards at Marburg and Gottingen. His historical writings are largely oqgnected 
with England and are marked by lucidity and research. He died June 3rd, 1882. 

Payne, E. J., and J. S. Cotton, Colonies and Dependencies, London, 1883. — Peaoook, 
K, Archeeological Journal, London, 1883. — Peanon, C. H., History of EnglaTid duri4g the 
Early and Middle Ages, London, 1867, 2 vols.; English History in the Fourteenth Century, 
London, 1876. 

Charles Henry Pearson, born at Islington, September 7th, 1830, "was educated at King’s 
college, London, and at Oxford. From 1855 to 1865 he was professor of modern history 
at King’s college, and from 1869 to 1871 lecturer at Trinity college, Cambridge. In 1871 
he went to Australia, engaged in sheep- farming, and sat for a number of years in the 
legislative assembly of South Australia. From 1886 to 1890 he was minister of education. 
Compelled by ill-health to return to England, he died at London, May 2nth, 1894. 

Pepys, S., Diary and Correspondence, London, 1825. 

Samuel Pepys was born in London, February 23rd, 1633, and educated at Cambridge. 
He entered the public service and held the position of secretary to the admiralty from 1673 
until the revolution of 1688. For two years he was president of the Royal Society, and was 
busy throughout his life in the collection of the vast store of ancient manuscripts which 
he bequeathed to Magdalen college. He wrote a History of the Royal Navy, and has been 
credited with The ^trtugal History, but will always be famous for his Diary, written 
during the years 1600 to 1669, which presents a most vivid pj^ture of the court and times 
of Charles II. It was written from day to day in a sort of shorthand, which was deciphered 
by the Rev. J. Smith, and first published in 1825. Pepys was a diligent and laborious public 
servant, and an exceedingly shrewd observer of men and events, and has left us an in- 
valuable record of a most interesting period. He died at London, May 26th, 1703. 

T., Reliques of Ancient English Poetry, Edinburgh, 1765, 3 vols., edited by 
Wheatley, London, 1891, 3 vols. — Parry, G. G., History of tne English CJhurch, London, 
1878-188L 3 vols. — Pator of Bloii, Epistole, Paris, 1667. — Petltot, E., Traditions in- 
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diennes du Caniula Nord Quest, Paris, 1886. —Patty, W., Political Arithmetic, London^ 
1682. — Phayro, A., History of Burma, London, 1883. — Pimblett, W. M., How the Brit- 
ish Won India, London, 1803. — Pinkertoi^ J., History of Scotland from the Accession 
of the House of Stuart to that of Mary, London, 1797, 2 vols. — Plener, E. E. von. Die 
En^lische Fabrikgesetzgebung, Vienna, 1871, English translation, English Factory Legis- 
lation, London, 1873. — Pllnlus, C. Secundus, Historia Naturalis, Venice, 1469, transla- 
tion by Philemon Holland, London, IGOl. — Plunket, D., Life, Letters and Speeches of 
Lord Plunket, London, 1867, 2 vols. — Pole, R., Apologia, Rome, 1638; Pro unitate ecclesise, 
Rome, 1638. — Pollock, F., The Land Laws, London and New York, 1882-1885; with F. W. 
Maitland, History of the English Law before the time of Edward I, Cambridge, 1896, 2 
vols. — Pope, G. u., Indian History and Geography, London, 1871. — Porter, R. G., The 
Progress of the Nation, London, 1836-1843, 3 vols., 1861. — Powell, F. Y., Saga Growth in 
Folk-Lore, Oxford, 1883, 2 vols. — Prentice, A., Personal Recollections of Manchester, 
London, 1861; History of the Anti-Corn Law League, T^ondon, 1853, 2 vols. — Prinsep, 
H. T., The India Question in 1853, London, 1853. — Prothero, G. W., Life and Times of 
Simon de Montfort, London, 1877; Statutes and Constitutional Documents, 1669-1625, 
Cambridge, 1897 ; articles in the Encyclopiedia Britannica. 

Oeorge Walter Prothero, born in Wiltshire, October 14th, 1848, was educated at 
Cambridge and Bonn. He was lecturer on modern history at Cambridge from 1876 to 
1894, and professor at Edinburgh until 1899, when he became editor of the Quarteihi lie- 
view. He has edited a number of important Avorks and has written valuable biographies. 

Prynne, W., Canterburies Doome, London, 1646. — Pulseux, M. L., Sif^gc et prise do 
Rouen, Caen, 1867. — Pulling, F. S., Life and Speeches of the Marquis of Salisbury, Lon- 
don, 1885. — Pulling, F. S., and S. J. Low, Dictionary of English History, London, 1897. — 
Purchas, S., Hukluytus Posthumus, or Purchas his Pilgrimes, London, 1625-1026, 5 vols. 

Quarterly Review, Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, Lbndon, 1866; The Con- 
servative Surrender, London, 1867; Mr. Balfoiii’s Administration of Ireland, London, 1888. 

Radoliffe, G., The Earl of Stafford’s Letters — with an Essay Towards Ilis Life, 
London, 1739. — Rae, W. F., Wilkes, Sheridan, Fox, London, 1874; Sheridan, London, 1896, 
2 vols. — Raleigh, W., Discoverie of Guiana, Lmdon, 1596; Works, Oxford, 1829. — 
Ramsay, J. H., Lancaster and York, Oxford, 1892; Foundations of England, London, 1898. 

James Henry Ramsay^ aaIjo was born in 1832 and educated at F.ton and Oxford, was 
called to the bar in 1863. Since his succession to the estates of his ancient family he has 
engaged in literary pursuits, and has made some valuable contributions to English history, 
and by his diligent investigation has solved many controverted points. ^ 

Rjmke. L. von, Englische Geschichte vornehmlich ini 17. Jahrhundert, Berlin, 1858- 
1867, 7 vols., 4th edition 1877-1879, 9 vols., English tronslation, A History of England 
Principally in the Seventeenth Century, 1.iOndon, 1875, 6 vols. 

Ijeopold von Ranhe, (1795-1886), who, with Niebuhr, aars a founder of the modern 
school of historical research, in support of his theory of the essential unity of history — 
especialV of the Latin and Germanic peoples of Europe — has made very careful study 
of England in her continental relations. His investigations of the Protestant revolutions 
of the sixteetfth and seventeenth centuries are marked by tlic same careful research, ex- 
cellent critical judgment, and sharp, accurate characterisation which distinguish his other 
writings. 

Ranaome, C., Our Polonies and India; How We Got Thera, London, 1885; Rise of 
Constitutional GoA’^ernment in England, London, 1887. — Rapaon, E. J., Struggle betAveen 
England and France in India, London, 1887. — Raahdall, H., Universities of Europe in the 
Middle Ages, Oxford, 1895. — Raumer, F. L. G. von, Polilicnl History of England in the 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, London, 1837, 2 vols. 

Friedrich Ludwig Oeorg von Raumer Avas born at Wiirlitz, near Dessau, May 14th, 
1781, educated at Halle and Gdttingen, and began the practice of law in 1801. He was 
appointed professor of history at Breslau in 1811, and in 1819 became professor of political 
science at Berlin. His utter lack of oratorical poAver proved a great obstacle to his success 
as a lecturer and he resigned in 1831. The following years Avere spent in travel through 
France, Italy, England and America, and bore fruit in several works upon the history of 
these countries. Von Raumer entered public life in 1848 and represented Prussia at the 
French court for several years. In 1853 he was made professor emeritus at the university 
of Berlin, and was a mombe%of the House of Lords of Prussia from 1861 until his death, 
June 14th, 1873. Von Raumer was the first to popularise history in Germany, and his 
works have attained high reputation. 

Raven, J., Parliamentary History of England from the Passing of the Reform Bill in 
1832, London, 1885. — Rees, R., Essay on the Welsh Raints, London, 1830. — Reeves, W. Pm 
T he Long White Cloud, A History of New Zealand, London, 1898. — Reid, S. J., Lord 
John Russell, London, 1M6. — Reid, T. W., Life of W. E. Forster, London, 1888; Life, Let- 
ters and Friendships of R. M. Milnes, First Lord Houghton, London, 1890. — Reresby, 
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J Memoirs, London, 1876, edited by J. J. Cartwright. — Rein, Cardinal de, Mdmoires, 
Paris, 1717, edited by A. Champollion, Pans, 1837. — Rmoldi, T., Life of Thomas Rey- 
nolds of Kilkea Castle, London, 1839, 2 vols. — Rim J., Early Britain, Celtic BriUin, 
liondon, 1882; Studies in the Arthurian Legend, Oxford, 1891. — Richard of Dewiaat, 
Chronicon de Rebus Qestis Richard I, edited by J. Stevenson, London, 1838. 

Richard of Devizes, a chronicler of the twelfth century, wai a Benedictine monk of 
St. Swithin’s at Winchester. His chronicle is of interest as relating to the condition of 
England during the reign of Richard I. While he gives much information regarding 
Richard’s crusade, his work is chiefly occupied with the record of domestic events and 
the contests of Prince John with the adherents of Richard. An interesting item is that 
of the first incorporation of the city of London. The chronicle is written in a pedantic, 
artificial' style, and filled with classical quotations; but its matter is of exceptional value 
and enables us to form u clear idea of the spirit of the age. 

Rioheyt A. G., A Short History of the Irish People, London, 1887. — Ridpath J. C.. 
Life and Times of Gladstone, Cincinnati, 1898 — Riley, H. T., Memorials of liondon aiid 
London Life, London, 1868. — Rishanger, W., Chronicon ct Annnles, in Chronica Monasterti 
S. Alhani {Rolls Senes), Ixmdon, 1863-1876, 11 vole. — Roberts, C. G. D., History of Can- 
ada, Boston, 1897, London, 1898. — Roberts, F. S., liord, The Rise of Wellington, London, 
1895; Forty-one Years in India, London, 1898. — Roberts, P. (tranalalion from the Welsh), 
('hronicles of the Kings of Britain, London, 1811. — Robertson, E. W., Scotland under her 
Early Kings, Edinburgh, 186*2, 2 vola. — Robertson, W., History of Scotland during the 
Reigns of Mary and of .lames VI till his Acc'cssion to the crown of England, Ixmdon, 
i759, 2 vola. — Robertson, W. J., Leading Facts of Canadian History, 1891. — Rookhill, 
W. W., The Life of Buddha and the Early History of his Order (derived from Tibetan 
Works, etc.). New York, 1884. — Roe, W. F., Columbia and Canada, liOndon, 1878. — 
Roebuck, •!. A., History of the Whig Ministry of 1830, London, 1852, 2 vols. — Roger of 
Hoveden, ('hroniea, Oxford, 1500, edited by W. Stubbs, History of England from 7.31- 
1202 (Annals of English History), London, 1868-1871, 4 vols. — Roger of Wendover 
Flores llistoriarum, translation by ,1. A. Giles, Flowers of History, liOndon, 1849, 2 vols. — 
Rogers, J. E. "J’horold, A Hi'story of Agriculture and Prices in' England from 12.'50- 179.3, 
Oxford. 1866-1888, 6 vols.; Six Centuries of Work and Wages; A History of English 
Jjabour, l.«ondon, 1884, 2 vols.; Industrial and Commercial History of England, Ixmdon, 
1802-1894, 2 vols. — Romllly, S., Memoiia, London, 1842, 2 vols. — Roosevelt, T., The 
Naval War of 1812, New York, 1882; Cromwell, New York, 1900. — Rosebery, Lord, Pitt, 
London, 1891. — Ross, 0., Correspondence of Charles, First Marquis of Cornwallis, London, 
1859. — Royal, Le Canada R^publiquc on Colonic, Montreal, 1804, — Rusdorf, J. J. de, 
MOnioircs ct nf^gooiations seerdtes, Leipsic, 1789, 2 vols. — Rush, R., Narrative of a Resi- 
dence at the Court of London from 1817 till 1825, Philadelphia, 1833-1845, 2 vols. — Rush- 
worth, J., Historical Collections of Private Passages of State, etc. (1618-104!)), London, 
16.19-1701, 8 vols. — Russell, G., Right Honourable William Ewart Gladstone, London, 
1891. — Russell, .1. (Lord), Correspondence of the Duke of Bedford, London, 1842-1840, 3 
vols.; Life and Times of Charles James For, London, IS.'in-lROO; An Essay on the 
English Government and Constitution from Henry VII, London, 1873; Recollections and 
Suggestions, London, 1875. — Russell, H., Canada, its Defences, Condition, and Resources, 
Txindon, 1865. — Russell, T. B., Last Year, Events of 1890, Jx>ndon, 1891. — Russell, W. C., 
Horatio Nelson and the Supremacy of England, London, 1890. — Rym^, T., Foedera 
ConventioDCH IJteree et alia Acta Publica inter Reges Anglia* et alios Principes, London, 
1704-1734, 20 vols., edited by T. Cayley and F. Holbrooke, London, 1869, 4 vols. 

St. Remy, J. Leffivre de, Clironique de Lalain, Paris, 1668, edited by Buchon, in 
Panthion littiraire, Paris, 1826-1838. — Saintsbury, G., The Earl of Derby, Txindon, 1892. 

— Senders, L. C., Life of Viscount Palmerston, Ix>ndon, 1888. — Senders, N., De Origine 
ac Progressu Schismatis Anglican!, London, 1585, English version by Lewis, London, 1877. 

— Sanderson, E., Africa in the Nineteenth Century, Ixmdon, 1898. — Sanderson, 
W., Aulicus Coquinariec, edited by Sir W. Scott, Edinburgh, 1811, 2 vols. — Sandham, 
A., Ville Marie, or Montreal Past and Present, Montreal, 1870. — Satyaohandra, M., In- 
dian History of Our Own Times, London, 1891. — Savile, B. W., How India was Won, 
London, 1881. — Savile, IL, Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores post Bedam prsecipui, cx vetus- 
tissimis codicibus manuscriptis nunc primum in lueem editi, Frankfort, 1601. — Soott, 
Walter, Secret History of the Court of James I, Edinburgh, 1811, 2 vols.; History of Scot- 
land (in Lardner’s Cabinet Cyclopiedia), London, 1830, 3 vols. 

Walter Scott, poet, novelist and historian, was born at Edinburgh, August 15th, 1771. 
He was descended from a family of Border lairds of which the first known representative 
was a Walter Scott, known as "Auld Wat of Harden.” Scott’s health in early youth 
was delicate and his schooling was irregular. At the age of sixteen he was apprenticed 
to his father, who was a lawyer, and was admitted to the faculty of advocates in 1792. Hii 
subsequent appointment to certain official positions enabled him to apply much of his time 
to literary work. Study of ancient Scottish manuscripts had supplied him with a store 
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of old traditionB and romantic tales, and the sucoess attained by bis translation of some 
of Btli^er’s"l)alladB in 1792, encouraged him to undertake original composition. The imme- 
diate popularity of the Lay of tho Last JfHMfra/, published in 1806, determined his choice 
of a literary career. For the next few years his connection with the publishing house of 
Ballantyne and Co. occupied his time and mind, still he produced Mcanmon and the Lady of 
the Lake, besides many miscellaneous poems. In 1812 the rash speculative ventures of the 
Ballantynes so involved him that he was on the verge of bankruptcy. Under the spur 
of an enormous debt, Scott exhibited the marvellous powers of his mind and the fertility 
of his imagination by pouring forth a succession of historic novels, treatises on chivalry 
and romanc'e, Border antiquities, biographies, and histories with a rapidity that has never 
been equalled. Success and honour rewarded his lal)ours. His name became a household 
word and his fame undying, but the strain was too great upon an originally delicate con- 
stitution, and the end came September 21 st, 1832. Scott’s reputation rests more upon his 
poems and historical novels than upon his histories. These were to a large extent hack- 
work, but were informed and enlivened by the same intimate knowledge and wealth of 
description. 

Scrutton, T. E., Commons and Common Fields, London, 1887. — Seebohm, F., The 
English Village Community, London, 1883; The Oxford Reformers, London, 1887; Tribal 
System in Wales, London, 1*895. — Seeley, J. R., The Expansion of England, London, 1885. 

Sir John Ji. Seeley was bom in London in 1834. He graduated at Christ's College, 
Cambridge, and in 18U3 was appointed professor of Latin at University College, London. 
From 1809 till his death, in 1895, he was professor of modem history at Cambridge. His 
valuable, but unduly long and unattractive, LiU and Timet oj Stein was followed by 
his illuminating essay on Expansion of which, coming at an opportune 

time, did much to make Englishmen regard the colonies, not as mere appendages, but as 
an expansion of the British state and nationality. His last work, a lucid and thoughtful 
study entitled The Growth of British Policy, was published posthumously in 1806. 

BepP| Bm Maria Stuarts Brief wcchsel mit Anthony Babington, Munich, 1880. — Sewell, 
R. C. (editor), Gestu Stephani regis Anglorum, London, 1846. — Shand, A. J., Half a Cen- 
tury, or C3ianges in Men and Manners, London, 1887. — Shakespeare, W., Works, London, 
1623, 1866, 9 vols. — Shaw, F. L., Story of Australia, London, 1897. — Showers, C. L., 
Missing Chapter of the Indian Mutiny, I.^ndon, 1888. — Silva, Canada, London, 1881. — 
Simon, J. J. S., Lc gouvernement dc M. Thiers, Paris, 1871, 2 vols., English translation. 
The Government of M. Thiers, from 8th February, 1871, to 24th May, 1873, London, 1879, 
2 vols. — Simpson, R., Edmund Campion, Ix>ndon, 1867. — Skelton, J., Maitland of Leth- 
ington and the Scotland of Mary Stuart, London, 1887-1888, 2 vols.; Mary Stuart, Paris, 
1893. — Skene, W. F., Celtic Scotland, Edinburgh, 1870-1880, 3 vols. — Skottowe, B. C., 
Our Hanoverian Kings, London, 1884. — Smith, Goldwin, Irish History wd Irish Character, 
London, 1861; Three English Statesmen, London, 1868; Tjoyalty, Aristocracy, and Jingo- 
ism, Toronto, 1891; Canada and the Canadians, Toronto, 1891. 

Goldwin Smith, born at Reading, August 23d, 1823, was educated at Oxford, and 
became an enthusiast upon the subject of university reform. He served as secretary to 
the Royal Commissions of 1850 and 1854, and in 1858 w'as made regius professor of modern 
history at Oxford. During the Civil War in the United States he strongly espoused the 
cause of the North, and was largely influential in turning English sentiment to that side. 
In 1868 he rdhioved to the United States and became professor of English history at 
Cornell JJniversity, where he remained until 1871, when he removed to Toronto, Canada, 
w’here he still resides. Since his removal to Toronto he has been editor of the Canadian 
Monthly, also of the Weeh and the Bystander. He has written many pamphlets and 
treatises on questions of the day and several historical works, which, although terse and 
brilliant in style, make no claim to original research. 

Smith, G. B., Life of Mr. Gladstone, London, 1879. — Smith, G. G., The Days of 
James IV, London, 1890. — Smith, P. V., History of English Institutions, London, 1874. — 
Smith, Sydney, Complete Works, London, 1850. — Si^th, T., The Commonwealth of 
England and Manner of Government thereof, London, 1046. — Smith, W., History of 
Canada, Quebec, 1815. — Smollett, T., and T. S. Bughes, Continuation of Hume's His- 
tory, London, 1757-1836, 1865-1866, 18 vols. — Boames, H., Elizabethan Religious History, 
]x>ndon, 1826, 4 vols. — Sombart, W., Socialism and the Social Movement, New York, 
1898. — Somerville, T., History of Great Britain during the Reign of Queen Anne, London, 
1798 . — Southey, R., Letters from England by Don Manuel Alvarez Espriella, London, 
1807; Life of Nelson, London, 1813, 1891; Lives of the British Admirals, London, 1820, 4 
vols.; The Book of the Churc^, 3rd edition, London, 1825. — Spedding, J., Life and Times 
of ii'ancis Bacon, Boston, 1878. — Speed, J., History of Great Britain under the Con- 
quests of the Romans, Saxons. Danes, and Normans, London, 1011. — Spenser, E., View 
of the State of Ireland, Dublin, 1633. — Spottiswoode. J., History or the Church of 
Scotland to the End of the Reign of James VI, London, 1655, edited by Russell, Edinburgh, 
1847-1851, 3 vols. — Stanhope, P. H., see Mahon, Lord. — Stanley, A. P., Life and Cor- 
respondence of Thomas Arnold, London, 1844; Henry HI and Westminster Abbey, London, 
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1882; Hittorical Memorial! of Canterbury, London, 1887. — Btaplotoa, A. G., Political Life 
of George Canning, London, 1831, 3 vola. — gtarlcey; T., Engla nd in the Reign of Henry 
Vm, London, 1878. — State Papon of tho Ralgn of Boaiy VIO, London, 1834, 11 vole. 

Prior to 1833 the public records of England were most negligently kept. Packed 

in chests, unindezed, and, therefore, almost unavailable, they were stored in various 

lumber rooms, exposed to theft and to destruction by damp and vermin. Upon the 

establishment of the State Paper Office these important documents began to take their 
proper place in the national literature, and having been largely calendar^ and arranged — 
the more ancient transcribed and in many instances translated — now constitute a most 
valuable source of historical knowledge. Large volumes containing condensations of many 
of these records from the time of Henry VIII to the end of the eighteenth century have 
been published, and in time every paper of historical value will be available. 

Stabbing, H., History of the Reformation, London, 183G. — Staovens, O. W., In 
India, London, 1899. — Btaphans, T., Literature of the Kymry, Llandovery, 1840. — Stilas, 
I]., Most Illustrious and Heroic Defenders of Liberty; Lives of Three of the Judges of 
Charles I, New Haven, 1704. — Stockmar, E. von, DenkwQrdigkeiten aus den Papieren des 
Freiherrn Chr. F. von Stockmar, Brunswick, 1872, English translation, Memoirs of Boron 
von Stockmar, London, 1872, 2 voIh. — Stow, J., A Summarie of the Chronicles of England 
into this present yeare of Christe 1674, London, 1574, 1575, 1,587, 1007; A Survey of 
London, London, 1598, cditt*d by W. J. Thoms, London, 1870; Flores Historiarum, London, 
1000; Annales, London, 1015. — Strabo, Venice, 1510, English translation, Lon- 

don, 1864, 3 vola. — Straohey, J, and R., hTitancos and Public Works of India, London, 
1882. — Strada, F., De Bello Belgieo ab Excessu Carli V ad Annum 1590, Rome, 10.32-1647, 
2 vols. — Strickland, A., Lives of the Queens of England from the Norman Conquest. 
London, 1840-1849, 12 vols., 1804-1805, 0 vola.; Letters of Mary Queen of Scots, London, 
1S42-1843, complete edition 1804, 5 vols.; Lives of the Queens ot Scotland, London, 1860- 
1859, 0 vols.; Lives of the Last Four Stuart Princesses, London, 1872. 

Agnes Stnckland was born at Reydon Hall, Suffolk, July IDth, 1790. Her earliest 
literary efforts were historical romances in the style of Sctitt, followed by a number of 
histories for children. For nearly twenty years Miss Strickland was engaged in the 
preparation of a series of biographies of the queens of England and Scotland, W'hich w'ore 
published between the years 1840 and 1859. Earnest study of official documents and 
records enabled her to present lifelike pictures of the njanners and customs of former 
times. Miss Strickland was an enthusiastic champion of Mary Stuart, and published 
an edition of the letters of that unfortunate queen in 1843. In* 1871 she was granted a 
pension of £100 in recognition of her talents, and died at Reydon Hall, July 8th, 1874. 

Strype, J., Life of Cranmer, London, 1094; Annals of the Reformation, London, 
1709, 1731, 4 vols., Oxford, 1824, 7 vols.; Life and Acts of John Wbitgift, London, 1718, 
Oxford, 1822; Ecclesiastical Memorials, London, 1721, 3 vols., new edition, Oxford, 1822, 6 
vols. — Stubbs, W., Select Charters and other Illustrations of English History, London, 
1800; The Early Plantagenets, London and New York, 1874; Memorials of St. Duqstan, in 
Holla Series, London, 1874; Seventeen Lectures on the Study of Mediieval or Modern 
History, Oxford, 1886; The Constitutional History of England, Oxford, 1874-1878^ 3 vols, 
5 th edition, 1896. 

William Sfubbs, born at Knaresborough, June 21 st, 1825, was educated at Oxford. 
Entering the church, he was rector of Navestock, in Essex, from 1850 to 1866, wheu he 
was appointed regius professor of modern history at Oxford. The duties of his pro- 
fessorship w'ere irksome, as they seriously interfered with his historical researeWs. 
which he pursued diligently until his elevation to the bishopric of Cliester in 1884. Dr. 
Stubbs was especially qualified for historical work, possessing remarkable keenDess of 
judgment and a love for minute and critical investigation. lie edited numerous Latin 
texts and wrote ecclesiastical history, but his reputation is largely based upon his 
Constitutional History^ which is the highest authority on the period it covers, and 
undoubtedly one of the most scholarly historical works ever w'rittcn. He became bishop 
of Oxford in 1889, and died in London, April 22nd, 1901. 

Sugenhelm, S., Geschichtc der Aufhebung dcr Loibeigenschaft und HOrigkeit in 
Europa bis um die Mitte des 19. Jabrhunderts, St. Petersburg, 1801. — Sallivan, W., Ills 
torical Causes and Effects, A.D. 476-1517, Boston, 1838. — Sullivan, W. K., article on 
“Ireland” in the Encyclopedia Britannica. — Suite, B., Pages d’histoire du Canada, 
Montreal, 1891. — Sutherland, A. and 6., History of Australia and New Zealand from 
1606-1890, London, 1804. — Swift, J., Political Papers against Marlborough, Edinburgh, 
J824. — Swinburne, A. C., article on “ Mary ” in the Encyclopedia Britannica — Sydney. 
W. C., Early Days of Nineteenth Century, London, 1898, 2 vols. — Symes, J. E., Social 
England, London, 1896. — Symonda, J. A., Sir Philip Sydney, London, 1880. 

Talne, H. A., Histoire de litt^rature Anglaise, Paris, 1864, 5 vols., English translation, 
5 I?? English Literature, London, 1878, 4 vols., 1886. — Tail, C. W. A., Analysis of 
English History, London, 1897. — Tanoook, O. W., England during the American and Euro* 
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pean Wars; London, 1878. — TMwell-Xiangiiioad, T. P., English Constitutional History, 
from the Teutonic Conquest to the Present Time, London, 1880, 1806. — Taunton, E. L., 
English Black Monks of St. Benedict, London, 1807, 2 vols. — Tauxlne, La Nation Cana- 
dienne, Paris, 1804. — Tavoraiei^ J. B., Six Voyages en Turquie, en Perse et aux Indes, 
Paris, 1677, 3 vols. — Taylon H., The Origin and Growth of the English Constitution, 
Boston, 1808-1800, 2 vols. — Taylor, I., Words and Places, or Etymological Illustrations 
of History, Ethnology and Geography, London, 1864. — Taylor, J., The Age We Live In, 
Edinburgh and Dublin, n. d., 2 vols. — Taylor, W., Thirty-eight Years in India, London, 
1882. — Temple, R., Life in Parliament, 1886-1802, London, 1803. — Temple, W., Memoirs 
of What Passed in Christendom from 1672-1670, London, 1602. — Tennett, J. E., Ceylon, 
Physical, Historical, Topographical, London, 1850, 2 vols. — Thackeray, F., History of 
William Pitt, London, 1827, 2 vols. — Thackerayi W. M., The Four Georges, London, 1861. 

William Makepeace ^ackeray was born in Calcutta, India, July 18th, 1811. He 
was educated at Cambridge, but left without taking a degree. Having inherited a con- 
siderable fortune, he pursued the study of art for several years, but about 1840 adopted 
a literary career. The superior talent for humour and satire displayed in his writings 
soon gave him wide reputation, which was extended and established by the series of 
novels published during the years 1844 to 1854. During 1852 and 1856 Thackeray visited 
the United States, lecturing in the principal cities. For the second tour, he wrote the 
Lectures on the Four Georges, his only historical work. In 1860 he became editor of the 
Comhill Magazine, but resigned in 1862. He died suddenly, December 24th, 1863. 

Thelner, A., Histoire des Institutions d*£ducation Eccl^siastiques, Paris, 1841, 2 vo)s. — 
Thierry, A, Histoire de la conqu^te de PAngleterre par les Normands, Paris, 1821-1825, 4 
vols. — Thiers, L. A., L’Histoire du Consulat et de I’Empire, Paris, 1846-1862, 20 vols. — 
Thompson, G. C., Public Opinion and Lord Beaconsfield, 1875-1880, London, 1886, 2 vols. — 
Thompson, J., The Nature of the Municipal Franchises of the Middle Ages, in The Gentle- 
men's Magazine, London, 18.51. — Thomson, J., History of the Scottish People, Glasgow, 
1893. — Thomsom K., Mcmoiis of the Life of Sir Walter Raleigh, London, 1830. — 
Thomson, Mrs., Life and Times of George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, London, 1860, 3 
vols. — Thornton, E., History of British Empire in India, London, 1858. — Thorpe, B., 
Ancient Laws and Institutions of England, London, 1840; translation of Ihe Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle, London, 1861, 2 vols. — Thou, (Thouanus), J. A. de, Historia sui Temporis, Paris, 
1620; London, 1733, 7 vols. — Thursfield| J. R., Peel, Ijondon, 1801. — Times, The, 
Queen Victoria’s Birth, Parentage, etc., in issues of December 18th, 1854, December 16th, 
1861, January 23rd, 1901, London. — Tobias, Bishop of Rochester, see Ingram. — Todd, 
A., Parliamentary Government in England, London, 1867, 2 vols.; Parliamentary Govern- 
ment in the British Colonies, Boston, 1880; Her Majesty’s Colonies, Boston, 1886. — Todd, 
J. H., Wars of the Gaedhil with the Gaill, in Rolls Senes, London, 1876^-^ Tomline, G. P., 
Memoirs of the Life of Pitt, London, 1822, 3 vols. — Tone, T. Wolfe, Autobiography, 
London, 1893, 2 vols. — Tooke, T., A History of Prices and of the Stale of the ’Paper 
Circulation from 1793 to 1837, London, 1838-1857, 6 vols. — Torrens, W. McC., Twenty 
Years in Parliament, London, 1803. — Toussaint, F. X., Abr6g5 d’histoire du Canada, 
Quebec, 1895. — Tout, T. F., Edward I, London, 1803. — Traill, H. D., Central Govern- 
ment, London and New York, 1881; Shaftesbury (The First Earl), l.iijndon, 1886; The 
Marquis *^of Salisbury, London, 1892; England, Egypt and the Sudan, London, 1000. — 
Treaarthen, G., Australian Commonwealth, London, 1893. — Trevelyan, G. M., England 
in the Age of Wyclif, London, 1899. — Trevelyan, G. O., Life of Lord Macaulay, London, 
1876, 2 vols.; Early History of Charles James Fox, London, 1880; The American Revolu- 
tion, London, 1899. 

Sir George Otto Trevelyan, author and statestnan, was born in 1838, and took his 
degree at Trinity college, Cambridge. He spent several years in the Indian civil service, 
was a member of parliament from 1868 to 1886, where he advocated such radical meas- 
ures as a woman’s suffrage bill and the abolition of the house of lords. He entered the 
Gladstone ministry of 1868 as civil lord of the admiralty, was chief secretary for Ireland 
in 1882, chancellor for the Duchy of Lancaster, 1884-1885, and secretary for Scotland 1886. 
In 1876 he published his admirable IMe and letters of Lord Macaulay, and in 1880 his 
Early Eisto^ of Charles Jamee Fox. From 1892-1895 he was again secretary for Scotland, 
retiring to private life in the latter year. 

Trollope, A., Australia and New TScaland, London, 1873. — Trotter, L. J., History of 
India under Queen Victoria, I^ondon, 1886. — Tupper, C., Our Indian Protectorate, London, 
1893. — Turgot, Bishop, Life of St. Margaret, Queen of Scotland, translation by W. 
Forbes-Leith, 1884. — Tumei^ J., Memoirs of His Own Life and Times, Edinburgh, 1829. — 
Tomer, S., History of England from the Norman Conquest to the Death of Elizabeth, 
London, 1614-1829, 5 vols., 1839, 12 vols.; History of the Anglo-Saxons, London, 1797- 
1806, 3 vols., 1852. — Tattle, C. R., History of Canada, Boston, 1878. — Twlss, H., The 
Public and Private Life of Lord Eldon, London, 1844, 3 vols. — T’oryaden, R., Historic 
Anglicans Scriptores Decern, London, 1652; The Government of England, edited by J. M. 
Kemble for Camden Society, London, 1849. — Tyler, J. E., Henry of Monmouth, London, 
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1838. 2 yols. — Tyler, M. C., Glimpses of England, New York, 1808. — Tyrrell, J., General 
History of England, both Ecclesiastical and Civil, London, 17U0-1704, 3 vois. — Tytler, 

A. F., Universal History, from the Creation of the World to the Beginning of the Eighteenth 
Century, London, 1834, 0 vols. 

Alexander Fraser Tiftler was bom at Edinburgh, October 16th, 1747. He was educated 
at Edinburgh and London, called to the bar in 1770, and ap^nteil juint-profesaor of 
universal history in the university of Edinburgh in 1780. becoming sole professor in 1780. 
I'he general heads of his lectures were published in 1782. under the title of KlemmU of 
History but their full text did not appear until 1834. The work attained great popularity 
nnd was translated into several foreign languages. In 1802 Tytler was raised to the 
bench under the title of Lord Woodhoiiselee. He died at Edinburgh. January 5th, 1813. 

Tytler, P. F., History of Scotland, Edinburgh, 1828-1843, 10 vols.; Life of Henry the 
Eighth, London, 1837. — Tytler, W., Inquiry, Historical and Ciitical, into the Evidence 
against Mary Queen of Scots, Edinburgh, 1760, 4th edition, l^ondon, 1700. 2 vols. 

Ubaldlnl, P., Relazione dellc cose del regno d'lnghliteirn, Ijondon, 1551. 

Valbezen, E. de, The English in India, London, 1883. — Vaughan, R., Memorials of 
the Stuart Dynasty, London, 1831, 2 vols.; History of England under the House of Stuart, 
London, 1840. — Victoria, (Queen), Leaves from the Journal of our IJfe in the High- 
Innds, London, 1808. — Vigfoasom G.. nnd G. Y. Powell, Corpus poeticarum boreale, 
Oxford, 1883, 2 vols. — Vincent, T., God’s Terrible Voice in the City by Plague and Fire, 

I. ,ondon, 1006. — Vine, J. R. S., English Municipal Institutions, I.iondon, 1870. — Virgil, 
Polydore, Hiatoria Anglh a, Bale, 1634-1556, edited by H. Ellis, London, 1840 

Waoe, R., Roman de Rou, Rouen, 1827, London, 1877. — Wakeman, 11. 0., History 
of the Church of England, London, 1890, 0th edition, 1899, — Wakeman, JI. t)., and A. 
Hassall, Essays Introductory to English Constitutional History, London, 1887. — Walford, 
(\, Guilds; their Origin, Constitution, Objects and Later History, London, 1888. — Walker, 
C., The High Court of Justice, or Croinwcll’s Slaughter-House, I^ondon, 1061. — Walker, 

II. do li , Australasian Democracy, London, 1897. — Walker, J., Account of the Numbers 
and Sufferings of the Clergy who wore Sequestered in the Grand Rebellion, London, 
1714. — Wallace, A. R., Australia, London, 1893. — WaUlngton, N., Historical Notices 
of Events occuring chiefly in the Reign of Chples II, Ijondon, 1869, 2 vols. — Wallon, 
H., L'Insurrection des paysans d’Angleterre, Paris, 3863, 4 vols.; Richard II, Paris, 1864, 2 
vols. — Walpole, H., Historic Doubts on the Life nnd Reign of Richard III, London, 1768; 
Memoirs of the Last Ten Years of the Reign of George II, London, 1822, 1847, 3 vols.; 
Journal of the Reign of George HI from 1771 to 1783, London, 18, ">9, 2 vols.; Letters, 
London, 1891, 9 vols.; Memoirs of the Reign of (Jeorgo III, London, 1845, 4 vols., 1804, 4 
vols. — Walpole, S., Life of the Right Hon. Spencer Perceval, London, 1874, 2 vols.; A 
History of England from the Conclusion of the Great War in 1815, London, 1878-1886, .5 
vols.; The Electoral and the Legislature, London and New^ York, 1881; Foreign Rela- 
tions, London and New York, 1882; i^ife of Lord .John Russell, London, 1891, 2 vols. 

Sir Spencer Walpole, born 1839, was educated at Eton and entered the Civil Service; 
was lieutenant-governor of the Isle of Man in 1882, nnd has been secietofy of the Post 
Ollice since 1892. His History of England is the best treatment of the modern period, 
noteworthy for its impartiality and breadth of view. 
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BOOK I 


THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD 


CHAPTER I 

THE DISCOVERERS OF AMERICA 

Venunt (uitus 

Sacula aei'is, quibua Oceavua 
Vmcula terum laxet, ei tyipens 
Pateat tellua, Tiphyaqyie yuwoa 
Detegat Orbea, nec ait terria 
Ultima Thule. 

Sknkca Medea . ' 


If the Europeans had never happened upon America, Uien nt some period 
-j- far later, indeed, yet inevitable — the Americans would have discovered 
Ijurope. Perhaps they would have come down from behind the horizon with 
all the sudden, barbaric pomp and terror that marked the appearance of the 
Gauls at Rome's gates, of the Tatars in China, of the Huns on the French plain 
c'f Chalons, of the Moslems in Granada and round Constantinople, of the 
Northmen in Sicily, of the Portuguese in India, of the Spanish at the court of 
Montezuma and in Peru. 

* These famous Hues have been regarded as a prophecy of the discovery of America 
Even if so intended, Seneca was not the first, by any means, to dream of land beyond the 
ocean-river. His verses may be translated . “There will come, after the years have lapsed, 
cycles wherein Ocean shall loosen the chains of things, and a vast land shall be revealed, and 
Tiphys shall explore new worlds; nor shall Thule remain ultimalp on earth.” Tiphys was the 
helmsman of the Argonauts, whom some writers credited with exploring the northern Atlantic. 
Seneca died in 65 A. D ; by a curious coincidence he was bom in the Spain that gave Columbus 
the means to immortalise these very lines, which, indeed, Columbus was fond of quoting. The 
son of the admiral wrote on the margin of his copy of Seneca. “ This prophecy was fulfilled 
hy my father, Christopher Columbus, admiral, in the year 1492. (Hac prophetia erpletaiper 
patre meum CriatoforU Colo almiranti anno 149g.") 
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We ape too prone to think of history as revolving round a European hub. 
We think of America as coming into view only with Columbus. We minimise 
all previous explorations in the light of the legend Columbus has become to 
us. Then we minimise the importance of Columbus himself because, after all, 
the nation whose agent he was made no lasting impression upon the civilisa- 
tion of America north of Mexico. 

Even physical geography suffers from this egoism which makes ourselves, 
our lineage, and our conditions the central point of the universe and all his- 
tory. Though we may not give the fallacy voice or serious acceptance, it yet 
is part of our mental attitude. We almost dream of the great continent of 
the new world languishing impatiently, dully vegetating until the forefathers 
of the present white poopTes ^peared. Merely to bring such a false thoug^ht 
to the light is to destroy it. To destroy it is to open and enlarge the mind 
to the larger view of history, to the conception of it as founded far down in 
"geology. With new eyes we can follow the growth of the earth through the 
long slow patiences or the enormous catastrophes of the world-energy. 
Without knowing just when or whence, just how or whjr, we can imagine 
the gradual appearance of the first men upoh the continent, their timid 
explorations, their groping after the simplest ideas, the most brutish com- 
forts, the most pitiful delights, the most puerile dignities. 

PREHISTORIC CONDITIONS 

It was long the fashion to think of the “Indians’’ whom Columbus found, 
as degenerate relics of a noble civilisation. Crude ruins were invested with a 
meaning and an antiquity that the science of to-day finds ludicrous. The 
myths of the Mound Builders are the most vivid example. Thousands of 
these curious artificial hillocks are scattered about the United States. In 
some of them are found skeletons, bits of pottery, weapon^ and utensils of 
various sort. To these were added various forgeries of inscriptions by those 
enthusiastic and laborious practical jokers who make the life of the antiquary 
one of exquisite terror. 

Upon a solution of the mysteries of the mounds, scholars of wide learning, 
deep thoroughness, and complete honesty spent years of research and printed 
their opmipns in hundreds of volumes. An element of imagination is neces- 
sary to a constructive scientist, but in American archaeology it was given the 
free reign. Pipes and trinkets made by European traders, bartered to the 
Indians, and found among their relics were thought to be the ancient vestiges 
of a civilisation highly advanced in art. The famous ruined tower at New- 
port was credited to Norse colonists ages before Columbus, because it was 
said to be of an unknown style of architecture, yet it is spoken of by Governor 
Arnold, in 1677, as “my stone-built windmill,” and as Palfrey shows,^ an 
almost exact duplicate of it, probabty its original, is found in Chesterton, Eng- 
land. 

The notorious Dighton rock, near Berkeley, Massachusetts, was solemnly 
accepted as a mysterious Phoenician or Norse inscription, though even George 
Washington smilingly said he reco^ised its close resemblance to battle 
accounts or hunt-record/5 which he himself had seen the Indians carving on 
trees, and Schoolcraft,® on showing a copy of it to an old Indian chief, was 
told that it was easily translatable save for a few characters. Yet the simplest 
and nearest-at-hand explanation was, as usual, the last to be tried. 

One by one the antiquities of America have thus been brought nearer and 
nearer modem times. And yet a satisfactory account of the origin of the 
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people found by Columbus is still lacking, though thecmes have not, by any 
means, been wantin^on which brilliant minds have amused themselves witli 
elaborate futility. They ranw from the theory that America was peopled 
from Europe or Asia, to the tneory that Europe and Aida were peopled from 
America; from the doctrine that the Indians were the lost ten tribes of Israel, 
to the doctrine that the Indians were autocthonous and were gradually reared 
from lower states of life by evolution; from the hypothesis that man extended 
his habitat as rapidly as the prehistoric glaciers receded, to the blunt denial 
that there is any trustworthy evidence of great antiquity in human appearance 
on American soil. But, after all, the important thmg is that America is 
capable of sustaining and encouraging an industrious civilisation and that its 
capabilities were finally discovered by the peoples who actually could, would, 
and did start that civilisation on its way. 

'WTiile then there is no theory of the prehistoric American on which all 
archspologists are willing to repose, perhaps the most cautious view and the 
one most largely and recently accepted would be something as follows: So 
far as negative proof can decide, it is evident that no race had ever reached a 
state of high civilisation before the advent of the Europeans. Even the 
southern races, so romantically described by the Spanish conquistadors, were 
simply passing from the stone age to the bronze; they tlid not use beasts of 
burden and had not mastered the art of writing. They are not to be dis- 
tinguished from the otner Americans as a superior race, but were simply at a 
more advanced point of the civilisation toward which all the others were 
trending, as even to-day Boston differs from the backwoods of Arkansas. 

ANTIQUITY AND ORIGIN OF MAN IN AMERICA 

How long had these people been here? Some years ago John T. Short ^ 
declared brusquely, “No truly scientific proof of niairs great antiquity in 
America exists.'^ But Dr. C. C. Abbott « found hundreds of undoubtedly 
paliEolithic implements in the glacial drift near Trenton, New Jersey; his 
proofs were met with a counter-theory that the glacial age was perhaps of 
later period than had been supposed. As to the relative antiquity of man’s 
appearance in America and in Europe there has been a sharp division of 
opinion among scholars, and every link in the two chains of proof has been 
matter of bitter dispute. According to Ho worth,/ the problemfl relating to 
palaeolithic man in Canada are much more complicated and diificult of 
solution than similar problems in Europe. The chief point ol difference is 
that in Europe man early associated with himself various domestic animals 
the remains of which furnish important clues, whereas in America the dog 
alone had been domesticated prior to the coming of Columbus. On the 
western continent, therefore, it is necessary, says Howorth, to depend on 
“ less direct evidence, namely, the provenance of the remains from beds of 
distinctly Pleistocene age,” and on the very doubtful evidence presented by 
the fossils of creatures that probably became extinct at the termination of 
that period. 

The battle still rages on all the problems of American palseography, and 
the general reader must perh^s rest content with soipe such cautious generali- 
sation as that of Henry W. Haynes,? who thinks it probable that, at least in 
the valley of the Delaware river, man appeared m the palaeolithic stage, 
developed to the neolithic, and became extinct. He feels certain that the 
“so-called Indians” were later comers who invaded a territory having a 
more primitive population, and became dominant there ; and that the so- 
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called “mound -builders” were the ancestors of this primitive people The 
Pueblos'^ and the Aztecs he regards as kinfolk who nad reached a higher 
state of civilisation, owing in part to the more favourable nature of Uieir 
environment. 

DID THE AMERICANS COME FROM ASIA ? 

Whence, then, came this invading race ? The most nearly accepted theory 
accepts Asia as the original home. As Justin Winsor ^ says, ** There is not a 
race of eastern Asia — Siberian, Tartar, Chinese, Japanese, Malay, with the 
Polynesians — which has not been claimed as discoverers, intendmg or acci- 
dental, of American shores, or as progenitors, more or less perfect or remote, 
of American peoples.” But Winsor very justly adds that whereas the claim 
might be true of any one of these peoples, there is no evidence available, or 
perhaps ever likely to be available, that will demonstrate the case in one 
way or the other. 

The paths by which the Asiatics might have come are various. The ice 
of the Behring Sea might have afforded a bridge; the Aleutian Islands lie 
like stepping-stones for gradual ventures; the great northern Pacific current 
might have brought to the Californian shores vessels whose sails or rudders 
were lost in storm, and the intermarriage of these waifs with the primitive 
races may have occasioned the physical differences observable between the 
Americans and the Asiatics, though there are numerous points of strong 
resemblance, and the very flora of the two coasts of the same ocean have 
much in common. Finally it is not thought impossible that the Malays of 
the Poljmesian islands may have advanced timidly or accidentally toward 
South America, where there are many curious traces of apparent Malaysian 
occupation. 

W'HO DISCOVERED AMERICA’ THE NUMEROUS CLAIMANTS 

A 

The problem of the origm of the so-called native races must then join the 
problem of the antiquity of man in the limbo of the unsolved. There remains 
still another problem unsolved, despite a whole literature of controversy. 
Who were the first to have brought the continent into the ken of the older 
and more civilised world? So many are the theories in this direction that the 
question is rlinost less, “Who discovered America?” than “Wlio did not?” 

Vigorously defended claims exist for the priority of the Chinese, Japanese, 
Polynesians, Phoenicians, Romans, Arabians, Turks, Hindoos, Basques, Welsh, 
Irish, French, Polish,^ German, Dutch, Portuguese, and Scandinavians. 
The Welsh asserted that Madoc, the son of Owen Gw 3 meth discovered America 
in 1170, and Hakluyt ^ thus de.scribes his adventures: 

“ Madoc, another of Owen Gwyneth his sonnes, left the land in contention 
betwixt his brethren and prepared certaine ships, with men and munition, 
and sought adventures by seas, sailing west and leaving the coast of Ireland 
so farre north, that he came unto a land imknowen, where he saw many 
strange things. This land must needs be some part of that countrey of which 
the Spanyards affirme themselves to be the first finders since Hanno’s time, 
l^ereupon it is manifest that that countrey was by Britaines discovered, 
long before Columbus led any Spanyards thither. Of the voyage and returne 
of this Madoc there be many fables fained, as the common people doe use in 
distance of place and length of time, rather to augment than to diminish: 

fi The Pole, John Szkolny, latinised as Bkolmus, is said to Lavo reached Labrador in 1476 
while in Danish seirice.] 
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but sure it is, there he was. And after he had returned home, and declared 
the pleasant and fruitfull countreys that he had seeiie without inhabitants, 
and upon the contrary part, for what barren and wild ground his brethren and 
nephewes did murther one another, he prepared a number of ships, and got 
with him such men and women as were desirous to live in cjuietnesse: and 
taking leave of his friends, tooke his journey thitherward agame. Therefore 
it is supposed that he and his people mhabited part of those countreys: for it 
appeareth by Francis Lopez de Gomara, that in Acuzamil and other places 
the people honoured the crosse. Whereby it may be gathered that Christians 
had bene there before the coming of the Spanyards. But because this people 
were not many, they followed the manners of the land which they came unto, 
and used the language they found there.’' 

The Basque claim is baaed on better evidence, for in addition to the stories 
that French and Basque fishermen had known the fisheries of Newfoundland 
for centuries before Columbus, it is a fact, according to Peter Martyr, that 
Sebastian Cabot named those regions Baccalaos “because that in the seas 
thereabout he found so great multitude of certaine bigge fishes, much like 
unto tunies (which the inhabitants call baccalaos) f that they sometimes stayed 
hisshippes.” 

Now baccalaos is the Basque word for a codfish, and since Cabot found it 
in use among the inhabitants of Newfoundland, the Basques have a good 
argument for having arrived earlier than Cabot. 

The little city of Dieppe which furnished France one of its few great naval 
warriors, Duquesne, claims not only to have made important discoveries in 
Africa, but also that a citizen named Jean Cousin was blown to Brazil in 1488 
and brought back the news. There is a story that two Italians, Nicolo and 
Antonio Zeno reached America in 1380 or 1390. It is not considered improb- 
able that certain Basque whalers were blown across the ocean. Two Portu- 
guese sailors, Cortereal and Ramalho also are mentioned as discoverers of 
Newfoundland in 1463, and the Nuremburg map-maker Martin Behaim is said 
to have reached South America in 1476, though he did not himself make the 
claim. 

From the Scriptures the sons of Japhet and the Canafinites expcdled by 
Joshua have been looked to; in Greek mythology the inhabitants of the lost 
land of Atlantis have been advocated. In 1673 an American, probably with 
humorous intent, suggested that the exiled Trojans had founcT America 
The study of the Indian languages has led some to find what they declared 
undeniably words from the Norse, the Welsh, Irish, Japanese, Tatar, and even 
from the Roman tongues. In the ruins of Central America, Hindu and 
Egyptian elements have been seen by ethnologists, and botanists have found 
trees of African origin. 

In 1790 Benjamin Smith Barton,/ working with a true sense of the differ- 
ence between proof and probability, heaped up a mountain of evidence on all 
sides of the question, and declared that a definite decision was impossible. 
This is the view now held by the most catholic students. None the less it 
is of interest to state the principal claimants for whom there is any serious 
evidence. 


THE LAND OF FOUSANG 

There exists a strange old account of some Buddhist priests who dis- 
covered the land of Fousang or Fusang. The Chinese historian Ma Twan-lin 
claims to quote one of these priests, Hoei Shin, who in 499 described this 
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voyage and the land of Fusang. Some have claimed that Japan or some 
adjacent region was the coast described; others have insisted on Mexico, 
claiming that the fusang tree was the Mexican maguey plant. Among those 
who have believed that the Buddhists actuaUy reached America a thousand 
years before Columbus, and who have claimed to find traces of their residence, 
have been De Guignes,* Neumann,^ Paravey,»» Leland,»» and more recently 
Vining;® the vast weight of authority, however, is most decidedly against 
the theory. 

ICELANDIC SAGAS CONCERNING THE IRISH DISCOVERY: GREAT IRELAND 

The next oldest claim after the Chinese is the Irish. Irish monks and 
colonists were in Iceland as early as the ninth century and there is an Icelandic 
saga which not only claims that the Irish preceded the Norse in Iceland, but 
also describes the fate of the Icelandic chief, Ari Marson, who in the tenth 
century was storm-driven to a land occupied by Irishmen. It was called 
Huitramannaland, i.e. White Man^s Land; or Irland it Mikla, i.e. Ireland the 
Great. He was there detained. 

The story of Ari Marson’s voyage is thus quoted by Beamish,? from 
Ari’s? famous Landnamabok: “Ulf 3ie Squinter, son of Hogna the White, 
took all Reykjanes, between Thorkafjord and Hafraffell; he married Bjorg, 
daughter to Eyvind the Eastman, sister to Helge the Lean; their son was 
Atli the Red, who married Thorbjord, sister to Steinolf the Humble; their 
son was Mar of Holum, who married Thorkatla, daughter of Hergil Neprass; 
their son was Ari; he was driven by a tempest to White Man’s l^and, which 
some call Great Ireland; it lies to the west in the sea, near to Vinland the 
Good, and VI days’ sailing west from Ireland.^ From thence could Ari not 
get away, and was there baptized. The story was first told Rafn the Limerick 
merchant, who had long lived at Limerick in Ireland. Thus said [also] 
Thorkell Gellerson, that Icelanders had stated, who had hearfi Thorfinn 
Jarl of the Orkneys relate that Ari was recognised in White Man’s Land, 
and could not get away from thence, but was there much respected.” 

There is an old geographical fragment, quoted by Beamish as corroborative 
of the preceding: “Now are there, as is said, south from Greenland, which 
is inhabitated, deserts, uninhabitated places, and ice-bergs, then the Skr©l- 
ings, then* Markland, then Vinland the Good; next, and somewhat behind, 
lies Albania, which is White Man’s Land; thither was sailing, formerly, from 
Ireland; there Irishmen and Icelanders recognised Ari the son of Mar and 
Katla of Reykjaness, of whom nothing had l^en heard for a long time, and 
who had been made a chief there by the inhabitants.” 

Then there is the romantic story of the Eyrbyggja Saga concerning Bjarni 
Asbrandson, who having betrayed an Icelandic married woman named Thurid, 
who bore him a son, was attacked by her husband, Thorodd, and others, but 
fought off his assailants; finally, for the sake of peace, he consented to leave the 
country. He sailed away in ^9 a.d. and was never seen there again. But in 
1029 a merchant, Gudleif Gudlangson, was blown to a strange land and there 
found Bjarni Asbrandson among a people who spoke Irish. We quote from 
this quaint saga: 

[* “ Vi daegra aigling veatr fra Irlandi.** Rafn ** is of opinion that the figures VI have 
arisen through mistake or carelessness of the transcriber of the original manuscript which is 
now lost, and were erroneously inserted instead of XX, XI, or perhaps XV, which would bet- 
ter correspond with the distance ; this mistake might have easily arisen from a blot or defect in 
that part of the original manuscript.] 
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The Eyrbyggja Saga coTxerning the Irish Colony 

It happened in the last years of the reign of King Olaf the Saint that 
Gudleif undertook a trying voyage to Dublin; but when he sailed from the 
west, intended he to sail to Iceland; he sailed then from the west of Ireland, 
and met with northeast winds, and was driven far to the west and southwest, 
in the sea, where no land was to be seen. But it was already far gone in the 
summer, and they made prayers that they might escape from the sea; and 
it came to pass that they saw land. 

It was a great land, but they knew not what land it was. Then took they 
the resolve to sail to the land, for they were weary of contending longer with 
the violence of the sea. They found there a good harbour; and when they 
had been a short time on shore, came people to them: they knew none of the 
people, but it rather appeared to them that they spoke Irish. Soon came to 
them so great a number that it made up many hundreds. These men fell 
upon them and seized them all, and bound them, and drove them up the • 
country. There were they brought before an assembly, to be judged. They 
understood so much that some were for killing them but otliers would have 
them distributed amongst the inhabitants, and made slaves. 

And while this was going on, saw they, where rode a great body of men, 
and a large banner was borne in the midst. Then thought they that there 
must be a chief in the troop; but when it came near, saw they that under the 
banner rode a large and dignified man, who was much in years, and whose 
hair was white. All present bowed down before the man, and received him 
as well as they could. Now observed they that all opinions and ^solutions 
concerning their business were submitted to his decision. 

Then ordered they this man Gudleif and his companions to be brought before 
him, and when they had come before this man, spoke he to them in the North- 
ern tongue, and asked them from what country they came. They answered 
him that the most of them were Icelanders. The man asked which of them 
were Icelanders. Gudleif said that he was an Icelander. He then saluted 
the old man, and he received it well, and asked from what part of Iceland 
he came. Gudleif said that he was from that district which hight Borgafjord. 
'^en inquired he from what part of Borgafjord he came, and Gudleif answered 
just as it was. Then asked this man about almost every one of the ‘principal 
men in Borgafjord and Breidafjord; and when they talked thereon, inquired 
he minutely about everything, first of Snorri Godi, and his sister Thurid of 
Froda, and most about Kjartan her son. 

The people of the country now called out, on the other side, that some 
decision should be made about the seamen. After this went the great man 
away from them, and named twelve of his men with himself, and they sat a 
long time talking. Then went they to the meeting of the people and the 
old man said to Gudleif : “ I and the people of the country have talked to- 
gether about your business, and the people have left the matter to me; but 
I will now give ye leave to depart whence ye will; but although ye may 
think that the summer is almost gone, yet will I counsel ye to remove from 
hence, for here are the people not to be trusted, and bad to deal with, aiid 
they think besides that the laws have been broken to their injury.” 

Gudleif answered: “What shall we say, if fate permits us to return to 
our own country, who has given us this freedom?” He answered: “That 
can I not tell you, for I like not that my relations and foster-brothers should 
make such a journey hereto, as ye woiud have made, if ye had not had the 
benefit of my help; but now is my age so advanced, that I may expect every 
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hour old age to overpower me; and even if I could live yet for a time, there 
are here more powerful men than me, who little peace would give to foreigners 
that might come here, although they be not just here in the neighbourhood 
where ye landed/’ 

Then caused he their ship to be made ready for sea, and was there with 
them, until a fair wind sprang up, which was favourable to take them from 
the land. But before they separated took this man a gold ring from his hand, 
and gave it into the hands of Gudleif, and therewith a good sword; then said 
he to Gudleif : “ If the fates permit you to come to your own country, then 
shall you take this sword to the yeoman, Kjartan of Froda, but the ring to 
Thurid his mother.” Gudleif replied: “What shall I say, about it, as to 
who sends them these valuables?” 

He answered: “Say that he sends them who was a better friend of the 
lady of Froda, than of her brother, Godi of Helgafell ; but if any man there- 
fore thinks that he knows who has owned these articles, then say these my 
words, that I forbid any one to come to me, for it is the most dangerous 
expedition, unless it happens as fortunately with others at the landing place 
as with you: but here is the land great, and bad as to harbours, and in all 
parts may strangers expect hostility, when it does not turn out as has been 
with you.” 

After this, Gudleif and his people put to sea, and they landed in Ireland 
late in harvest, and were in Dublin for the winter. But in the summer after, 
sailed they to Iceland, and Gudleif delivered over these valuables; and people 
held it for certain that this man was Bjorn, the champion of Breidavik, and 
no other account to be relied on is there in confirmation of this, except that 
which is now given here.® 


THE NORSE DISCOVERERS 

We have given the account of the Irish settlement of Great Ireland, which 
sceptics have thought to be merely some European island. We come now to 
the Norse claims which assert that these sea-rovers came to America by way 
of the stepping stone of Iceland, into Greenland, and thence down the coast 
as far as a region where vines grew. It is claimed that the year after the first 
Norse seUtlers reached Iceland a Norseman called Gunnbjorn was driven west 
so far that he sighted a new land. Half a century later the Norse adven- 
turers of whom we have already read, found Ireland the Great. 

Next appears the Red Eric, a murderous brawler who left Norway for his 
country's good, and later found even Iceland too peaceful for him. Sent into 
three years’ exile, he went hunting a more congenial shore. Having heard of 
the land that Gunnbjorn had seen, he sailed due west and found it. Returning 
at the end of his term of banishment he desired to take out colonists. Thi 

M Eric the Red credits him with shrewdness, for “ he called the land which 
found Greenland, because, quoth he, ‘ people will be attracted thither 
if the land has a good name.’ ” 

^ So effective were his stories of the arctic region, that in 985 (?) thirty-five 
ships set forth with him, of which twenty-one were lost on the way. This 
was the beginning of genuine colonisation. In 999 Eric’s son Leif went back 
to Norway and found that Christianity had become the state religion. He 
was converted and took back to Greenland a priest, the first Christian mis- 
sionary to America. This great and undoubted colonisation of a portion of 
arctic America was doomed to an ultimate failure, and the colonies eventually 
disappeared. Some have said that the Eskimos began to drive the Northmen 
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out as early as 1342. Communication with Iceland and the home country of 
Norway ceased entirely in the fifteenth century. AH that remains of the 
colony now is a few ruins and a few doubtful remnants of custom or tradition 
among the Eskimos. 

As early as 986, if we can believe the sagas, one Bjami flerjulfson, set out 
from Iceland for Greenland; but was so beset by north wibds and fogs that 
he lost his bearings and at last made out a coast which did not conform to 
Eric the Red’s account of the mountainous and icy coast of Greenland. This 
land was “without mountains and covered with wood.” They turned north 
and on their way they saw four different lands and finally reached Greenland, 
where Bjanii gave up sea-faring.” Such is the simple detail of the first 
voyage of the Northmen to the western hemisphere. 

Rafn »■ felt that there were sufficient data in the ancient Icelandic geograph- 
ical works to determine the position of the various coasts and headlands thus 
discovered by Bjami Herjulfson. A day’s sail was estimated by the North- 
men at from twenty-seven to thirty geographical miles, and the Knowledge of 
this fact, together with that of the direction of the wind, the course steered the 
appearance of the shores, and other details contained in the narrative itself, 
together with the more minute description of the same lands given by suc- 
ceeding voyagers, leave no doubt, according to some writers, that the countries 
thus discovered by Bjami Herjulfson were Connecticut, Long Island, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland; and that the date 
of the expedition is determined by the passage in the preliminary narrative 
which fixes the period of Herjulfson’s settlement at Herjulf’s Ness in Iceland. 
R. G, Haliburion gives a map in which Bjami’s course is marked as entering 
the St. LawTence Gulf by the south, and emerging by the straits of Belle- 
Isle. 

It may, jx'rhaps, be urged in disparagement of these discoveries that they 
were accidental — that Bjami Herjulfson set out in search of Greenland, and 
fell in with the eastern coast of North America; but so it was, also, with 
Columbus. 

Bjami had had enough of the north Atlantic winds, but the story excited 
Leif, Eric’s son, to hunt that fair shore seen by Bjami. About the year 1000 
he set out with thirty-five companions. The old account as given in the 
sagas is interesting and important enough to quote as translated from the 
Codex Flatoyensis or Flatey Book. We have put in footnotes Rafn’s’’ shrewd 
guesses at the identity of the places mentioned, though it is necessary to 
caution the reader that they are only careful speculations not adhered to by 
many severe critics.® 

THE SAGA OF VINELAND THE GOOD {CodeX Flotoyensis) 

The next thing now to be related is that Bjami Herjulfson went out from 
Greenland, and visited Eric Jarl [i.e. Red Eric, the earl or jarl], and the jarl 
received him well. Bjami told about his voyages, that he had seen unknown 
lands, and people thought that he had shown no curiosity when he had nothing 
to relate about these countries; and this became somewhat a matter of 
reproach to him. Bjami became one of the jarl’s courtiers, and came back 
to Greenland the summer after. Tliere was now muen talk about voyages of 
discovery. Leif, the son of Eric the Red, of Brattelid, went to Bjami Her- 
julfson, and bought the ship of him, and engaged men for it, so that there were 
thirty-five men in all. Leif asked his father Eric to be the leader on the 
voyage, but Eric excused himself, saying that he was pretty well stricken in 
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rears, and cbidd not now, as formerly, hold out all the hardships of the sea. 

m ' J.T XT m 1 




Now prepared they their ship, and safled out into the sea when they were 
ready, and then found that land first which Bjami had found last. There 
sailed they to the land, and cast anchor, and put off boats, and went ashore, 
and saw there no grass. Great icebergs were over all up the country, but like 
a plain of flat stones was all from the sea to the mountains, and it appeared 
to them that this land had no good qualities. Then said Leif, “ We have not 
done like Bjami about this land, that we have not been upon it; now will I 
give the land a name, and call it Helluland [from Mla^ a flat stone, perhaps 
slate.”] Then went they on board, and after that sailed out to sea, and 
found another land; they sailed again to the land, and cast anchor, then put 
off boats and went on shore. 

This land was flat, and covered with wood, and white sands were far 
around where they went, and the shore was low. Then said Leif, “This land 
shall be named after its qualities, and called Markland (woodland).” They 
then immediately returned to the ship. Now sailed they thence into the open 
sea, with a northeast wind, and were two days at sea before they saw land, 
and they sailed thither and came to an island which lay to the eastward of 
the land, and went up there, and looked round them in good weather, and 
observed that there was dew upon the grass; and it so happened that they 
touched the dew with their hands, and raised the fingers to the mouth, and 
they thought that they had never before tasted anything so sweet.^ 

After that they went to the ship, and sailed into a sound, which lay between 
the island and a ness (promontory), which ran out to the eastward of the land; 
and then steered westwards past the ness. It was very shallow at ebb tide, 
and their ship stood up, so that it was far to sec from the ship to the water. 

But so much did they desire to land that they did not give themselves 
time to wait until the water again rose under their ship, but rq^ at once on 
shore, at a place where a river flows out of a lake : but so soon as the waters 
rose up under the ship, then took they boats, and rowed to the ship, and 
floated it up to the river, and thence into the lake, and there cast anchor, and 
brought up from the ship their skin cots, and made their booths.® 

After this took they counsel, and formed the resolution of remaining there 
for the ydnter, and built there large houses. There was no want of salmon 
either in the river or in the lake, and larger salmon than they had before seen. 
The nature of the country was, as they thought, so good that cattle would not 
require house feeding in winter, for there came no frost in winter, and little 
did the grass wither there. Day and night werf' more equal than in Green- 
land or Iceland, for on the shortest day was the sun above the horizon from 
half past seven in the forenoon till half past four in the afternoon.® 

But when they had done with the house building, Leif said to his com- 
rades: “Now will I divide our men into two parts, and have land explored, 

[' This island appears to have been Nantucket, w^here honey dew is known to abound, and 
Helluland and Markland are clearly shown by Rafn r^on the authority of modem voyagers and 
hydrographers, the chief of whom are quoted in the preceding notes — to be Newfoundland 
and Nova Scotia. — Beamish-p] 

[* From these details Kafn ^ thinks it evident that Leif and his companions shaped their 
course through Nantucket Bay, beyond the southwestern extremity of the peninsula of Cape 
God ; thence across the mouth of Buseard’s &v to Seaconnet Passage, and thus up the Pocasset 
river to Mount Hope Bay, which they seem to have taken for a lake.i’l 

[' This would give very nearly the latitude of Mount Hope Bay, which locality is previously 
pointed out by the details relating to the soil and climate, and fully corresponds with the 
descriptions of modern traveller8.J> | 
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and the half of the men shall renudn at home at the house, while the other 
explore the land; but, however, not go further than that they can come home 
in the evening, and they should not separate.” Now they did so for a time, 
and Leif changed about, so that the one day he went with them, and the 
other remained at home in the house. Leif was a gre4t and strong man, 
grave and well favoured, therewith sensible and moderate in all things. 

It happened one eveni^ that a man of the party was missing, and this 
was Tyrker the German. Tliis took Leif much to heart, for l^rker had b^ 
long with his father and him, and loved Leif much in his childhood. Leif 
now took his people severely to task, and prepared to seek for Tyrker, and 
took twelve men with him. But when they had gotten a short way from the 
house, then came Tyrker towards them, and was joyfully received. Leif soon 
saw that his foster-father was not in his right senses. Tyrker had a high 
forehead, and unsteady eyes, was freckled in the face, small and mean in 
stature, but excellent in all kinds of artifice. Then said Leif to him: “Why 
were thou so late, my fost-erer, and separated from the party?” 

He now spoke first, for a long time, in German, and rolled his eyes about 
to different sides, and twisted his mouth, but they did not understand what 
he said. After a time he spoke Norsk : “ I have not been much further off, 
but still have I something new to tell of; I found vines and grapes.” “But 
is that true, my fosterer?” quoth Leif. “Surely is it true,” replied he, “for 
I was bred up in a land where there is no want of either vines or grapes.” 
They slept now for the night, but in the morning Leif said to his sailors: 
“ We will now set about two things, in that the one day we gather grapes, and 
the other day cut vines and fell trees, so from thence will be a loading for my 
ship,” and that was the counsel taken, and it is said their long boat was 
filled with grapes. Now was a cargo cut down for the ship, and when the 
spring came, they got ready, and sailed away, and Leif gave the land a name 
after its qualities, and called it Vinland.* They sailed now into the open sea, 
and had a fair wind until they saw Greenland, and the mountains below 
the joklers. 

Leif was, after that, called Leif the Lucky. Leif had now earned both 
riches and respect. This winter died also Eric the Red. Now was there 
much talk about Leif's voyage to Vinland, and Thorvald, his brother, thought 
that the land had been much too little explored. Then said Leif to Thorvald: 
“Thou canst go with my ship, brother, if thou wilt, to Vinland.’^ 

Now Thorvald made ready for this voyage with thirty men, and took 
counsel thereon with Leif his brother. Then made they their ship ready, and 
put to sea, and nothing is told of their voyage until they came to L(‘if’s booths 
in Vinland. There they laid up their ship, and spent a pleasant winter, and 
caught fish for their support. But in the spring said Thorvald that they 
should make ready the ship, and that some of the men should take the ship’s 
long boat round the western part of the land, and explore there during the 
summer. To them appeared the land fair and woody, and but a short dis- 
tance between the wood and the sea, and white sands; there were many 
islands, and much shallow water. They found neither dwellings of men nor 
beasts except upon an island, to the westward, where they found a corn-shed 

It appears by a communication from Dr Wobb, secretaiyito tbe Rhode Island Historical 
Society, which is given in that part of Rafn’s ^ work entitled Monumentum vetuatum in Mas 
aaehusaetts, that wild grape vines of several varieties, as well as maize or Indian corn, and other 
esculents, were found growing in that district, in great profusion, when it was first visited by 
the Europeans. Hence the name of Vinland (Vineland), gpven to the country by Leif, a name 
mentioned by Adam of Bremen, < and Torteus," as well as by Pinkerton » and Malte Brun," as 
designating a country frequently visited by the Northmen p] 
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of wood, but izmny works of men they found not; and they then went back 
and came to Leif’s booths in the autumn. 

But the next summer went Thorvald eastward with the ship, and round 
the land to the northward. Here came a heavy storm upon them when off a 
ness, so that they were driven on shore, and the keel broke off from the ship 
and they remained here a long time, and repaired their ship. Then said 
Thorvald to his companions: “Now will I that we fix up the keel here upon 
the ness, and call it Keelness’^ (Kjarlness), and so did they. After that they 
sailed away round the eastern shores of the land, and into the mouths of the 
friths, which lay nearest thereto, and to a point of land which stretched out, 
and was covered all over with wood. There they came- to with the ship and 
shoved out a plank to the land, and Thorvald went up the country, with all 
his companions. He then said: “Here it is beautiful, and here would I like 
to raise my dwelling.” Then went they to the ship, and saw upon the sands 
within the promontory three elevations, and went thither, and saw there three 
skin boats (canoes) and three men under each. 

Then divided they their people, and caught them all, except one, who got 
away with his boat. They killed the other eight, and then went back to the 
cape, and looked round them, and saw some heights inside of the frith, and 
supposed that these were dwellings. After that, so great a drowsiness came 
upon them, that they could not keep awake, and they all fell asleep. Then 
came a shout over them, so that they all awoke. Thus said the shout: “ Wake 
thou! Thorvald! and all thy companions, if thou wilt preserve life, and return 
thou to thy ship, with all thy men, and leave the land without delay.” 

Then rushed out from the interior of the frith an innumerable crowd of 
skin boats, and made towards them. Thorvald said then : “ Wo will put out 
the battle-screen, and defend ourselves as well as we can, but fight little 
against them.” So did they, and the Skraelings ‘ shot at them for a time, but 
afterwards ran away, each as fast as he could. Then asked Thorvald his men 
if they had gotten any woimds; they answered that no one was^Vounded. 

“I have gotten a wound under the arm,” said he, “for an arrow fled 
between the edge of the ship and the shield, in under my arm, and here is the 
arrow, and it will prove a mortal wound to me. Now counsel I ye that ye get 
ready instantly to depart, but ye shall bear me to that cape, where 1 thought 
it best to dwell ; it may be that a true word fell from my mouth, that I should 
dwell there for a time; there shall ye bury me, and set up crosses at my head 
and feet, and call the place Krossaness ^ forever in all time to come.” Green- 
land was then christianised, but Eric the Red died before Christianity was 
introduced. Now Thorvald died, but they did all things according to his 
directions, and then went away, and returned to their companions, and told 
to each other the tidings which they knew, and dwelt there for the winter, and 
gathered grapes and vines to load the ship. But in the spring they made 
ready to sail to Greenland and came with their ship in Eriksfjord, and could 
now tell great tidings to Leif.® 

In the season folTo^ing these events (1005-6), Thomstein, the third son of 
Eric, embarked with his wife Gudrida, in search of the body of Thorvald, 
which they wished to bring back to Greenland. The voyage was unsuccessful. 
They were tossed about ml summer, and knew not whither they were driven. 

[* Of SkraHinger, Tarious definitions have been given, some authors attributing it to the low 
stature of the Eskimos, who are also called nmielinnr (diminutive men) by Icelandic 
authors, and others deducing it from ikrala, to make dry, in allusion to their withered appear- 
ance. The word tkraU^a, to cry out, has also been given as the etymology of the term, from 
their habit of shouting.^] 

[’ This appears to have been Cape or Point Aldeeton, according to Rafn.’*] 



Tm mWOYEBlSSS OF AMEBICA 400 

[ 1006-1008 ▲.!>.] 

It was winter before they made the western coast of Greenland, where Thom- 
stein died. In the spring, Qudrida, his wife, returned to the funily seat at 
Eriksfjord. 

The following year, 1006, is of importance in the histdiy of these eiroedi- 
tions. In the summer of this year, there arrived in Greenland two ships from 
Iceland. The one was commanded by Thorfinn, sumamed Karlsefne, that 
is, the Hopeful, a wealthy and powerful personage, of illustrious lineage, 
descended from Danish, Norwegian, Swedi^i, Irish, and Scottish ancestors, 
some of whom were of royal rank. The other ship was commanded by 
^ami Grimolfson and Thorhall Gamlason. They kept the festival of Yule 
(Christmas) at Eriksfjord. Here Thorfinn became enamoured of Gudrida, 
and espoused her in the course of the winter. 

The discoveries in Vinland were the subject of great interest in the family 
of Eric. Thorfinn was urged by his wife and the other members of the family 
to undertake a voyage to the newly-discovered country. Accordingly, in the 
spring of 1007, he and his associates embarked in their two vessSis; and a 
third ship, commanded by Thorvald (who had married Freydisa, a natural 
daughter of Eric), was joined to the expedition. The party consisted, in the 
whole, of one hundred and forty men. They took with them all kinds of live 
stock, intending, if possible, to colonise the country. They touched at 
Helluland, on their way southward, and found many foxes there. Markland 
also they found stocked with wild animals. 

Proceeding southward, the voyagers made Kjarlness (Cape Cod?)*, and 
passed trackless deserts and long tracts of sandy beach, which they called 
Furdustrandir. They continued their course until they came to a place, 
where a frith penetrated far into the country. Off the mouth of it was an 
island, past which there ran strong currents, which was also the case farther 
up the frith. On the island there was an immense number of eider-ducI^ so 
that it was scarcely possible to walk without treading upon their eggs. They 
called the island Straumey or Stream Isle (Martha*s Vineyard?), and the 
frith, Straum Fjords or Stream Frith (Buzzard’s Bay?) ; and on its shores they 
landed and made preparations for a winter’s residence. They found the coun- 
try extremely beautiful, and set themselves to explore it in all directions. 

Thorhall, with a party of eight men, took a course northward, in search of 
the settlements of Leif, at Vimand; but they were driven by westerly gales 
to the coast of Ireland, and there made slaves. Thorfinn, with the^rest of the 
company, in all one hundred and thirty-one men, sailed southwpd, and 
arrived at a place where a river falls into the sea from a lake. Opposite to the 
mouth of the river were large islands. They steered into the lalke and called 
the place Hop (Mount Hope Bay?). On the low grounds they found fields 
covered with wheat growing wild, and on the rising grounds, vines. Here 
they were visited by great numbers of the natives in canoes. These people 
are described as sallow-coloured, ill-looking, with unsightly heads of hair, 
lar^e eyes, and broad cheeks. Thorfinn and his company erected their houses 
a little alx)ve the bay and passed the winter there. No snow fell, and the 
cattle found their food in the open field. 

In the following spring, 1008, the natives began to assemble in numbers, 
and open a trade with the strangers. The articles exchanged were furs on the 
one side, and strips of cloth on the other. In the couftie of the season, Gudrida, 
the wife of Thorfinn, gave birth to a son, who was called Snorre, and who was 
the first child, of European descent, bom in America, and the ancestor of many 


p The Buggestions in parentheses are bj Rafn **] 
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distinguished personages at the present day, whose descent is lineally traced 
to Thorfinn and Gudnda, in the Icelandic genealogical tables. Among these 
is Thorvaldsen, the great sculptor. 

After other adventures and contests with the natives, Thorfinn returned 
to Greenland, leaving a part of his company established in the new country. 
After a few years spent in Greenland, Thorfinn purchased an estate in Iceland, 
in 1015, where he passed the rest of his life, as did Snorre, his American son. 
After the death of Thorfinn, and the marriage of her son, Gudrida made a 
pilgrimage to Rome. The family remained distinguished for wealth, influence, 
and intelligence. Thorlak, the grandson of Snorre, was raised to the Episcopal 
rank, and was of great repute for his learning. He compiled a code of the 
ecclesiastical law of Iceland, which is still extant; and he is very likely to have 
been the person who committed to writing the Sagas, or traditions of the 
voyages and adventures of which the foregoing narrative is an abstract. 

In the year 1011, the colony in Vinland left by Thorfinn, was joined by 
He^e and Fmnboge, two brothers from Iceland, who were accompanied in 
their voyage by Thorvald, and his wife Freydisa, a daughter of Eric the Red. 
This woman excited a quarrel, which proved fatal to about thirty of the 
colonists. Detested for her vices, she was constrained to return to Greenland, 
where-she lived despised and died unlamented. 

From this period, we hear no more of the northern colony in America till 
the year 1059, when an Irish or Saxon priest, named Jon or John, who had 
preached some time as a missionary in Iceland, went to Vinland for the pur- 
pose of converting the colonists to Christianity, where he was murdered by 
the heathen. A bishop of Greenland, Erik Upsa, afterwards (1121) under- 
took the same voyage, for the same purpose, but his success is uncertain. 
The authenticity of the Icelandic accounts of the discovery and settlement of 
Vinland, were recognised in Denmark, shortly after this period, by King 
Sweyn Estrithson, Sweno II, in a conversation which Adam of Bremen < had 
with this monarch. 

In the latter part of the fourteenth century, two Venetian navigators, sail- 
ing in the service of a Norman prince of the Orcades, are said to have visited 
Vinland, and to have found traces of the colony left by the Northmen. From 
that time to the discovery of the New World by Columbus, there was no 
communication — none at least that is known — between it and the north 
of Europe.-^ 

This circumstance has induced many to doubt of facts which have already 
been related. If, they contend. North America were really discovered and 
repeatedly visited by the Icelanders, how came a country so fertile in com- 
parison with that island or with Greenland, or even Norway, to be so suddenly 
abandoned? This is certainly a difficulty, but a greater one in our opinion is 
involved in the rejection of all the evidence that has been adduced. The 
history is not founded upon one tradition or record, but upon many; and it is 
confirmed by a variety of collateral and incidental facts, as well established 
as any of the contemporary relations upon which historical inquirers are 
accustomed to rely. For relations so numerous and so uniform, for circum- 
stances so naturally and so graphically described, there must have been some 
foundation. Even fiction does not invent, it only exaggerates. There is 
nothing improbable in the alleged voyages. The Scandinavians were the best 
navigators in the world.' From authentic and indubitable testimony, we 

[* That their eager and daring nature should have deserted them at this point is hardly 
conceivable. We may consider that the weight of probability is in favour of a Northman 
descent upon the coast of the American mainland at some point or at several, but the evidence 
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know that ^eir ships visited every sea. from the Mediterranean to the Baltic, 
from the extremity of the Finland Gulf to the entrance of Davis Strait. 

Men thus familiar with distant seas must have made a greater prcmss in 
the science of navigation than we generally allow. The Voya^ from Reykja- 
vik, in Iceland, to Cape Farewell, is not longer than thAt from the south- 
western extremity of Iceland — once well colonised — the eastern coast 
of Labrador. 

But does the latter country itself exhibit in modem times any vestiges of a 
higher civilisation than we should expect find if no Europeans had ever 
visited it? So at least the Jesuit missionaries inform us. They found the 
cross, a knowledge of the stars, a superior kind of worship, a more ingenious 
mind among the inhabitants of the coast which is thought to have been 
colonised from Greenland. They even assure us that many Norwegian words 
are to be found in the dialect of the people. The causes which led to the 
destruction of the settlement were probably similar to those which produced 
the same effect in Greenland. 

A handful of colonists, cut off from all communication with the mother 
country, and consequently deprived of the means for repressing their savage 
neighbours, could not be expected to preserve always their original character-^ 
istics. They would either be exterminated by hostilities or driven to amalga- 
mate with the natives: probably both causes led to the unfortunate resmt. 
The only difficulty in this subject is that which we have before mentioned, 
viz . : the sudden and total cessation of all intercourse with Iceland or Green- 
land; and even this must diminish when we remember that in the fourteenth 
century the Norwegian colony in Greenland disappeared in the same manner, 
after a residence in the country of more than three hundred years. 

On weighing the preceding circumstances and the simple and natural 
language in which they are recorded, few men not bom in Italy or Spain will 
deny to the Scandinavians the claim of having been the original discoverers 
of the New World.y 

WHAT CREDIT IS DUE TO COLUMBUS? 

In many of the cases of alleged discovery, historians can only say: “This 
is not impossible. It is even probable. But it is not supported by genuine 
evidence, except in the case of the Scandinavians. The one certain thing is 
that Columbus brought America into general European cognisance, and made 
possible the great flow of colonisation over seas. 

Discovery was indeed the fashion of the time. The Portuguese began it 
with the support of Prince Henry, “ the navigator." Their wonderful prowess 
has been discussed in our history of Portugal. Had Columbus not discovered 
America, someone else would certainly have done so soon. But this should not 
be allowed to diminish his credit. Had Newton not ma de his generalisation on 
gravitation, someone else would eventually have reached it. Just as Darwin 
was about to present to the world his life-thesis on evolution he received m 
elaborate presentation of the same idea from Alfred Russel Wallace, then in 
the Antipodes. Immediately upon the publication of the two works a deluge 
of citations appeared showing how ancient the idea was. But whereas 
philosophers, poets, and modem scientists had* recorded their opinioiw, 
dreams, and theories only as so much learned guess-work, Charles Darwin 

is hardly that which establishes weU-established r^rds. The archaeological traces which are 
]a<^iiig further south are abundant in Greenland, and couiirm in the most positive way the 
Norse occupation. — W inbor.^] 
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spent ten years piling up evidence based on actual experiment and investiga- 
tion. So it is with Columbus; ancient Greek theories, old-time poetry, the 
adventures of voyagers unwillingly blown to strange lands and eager only to 
get home again — these were but the smoke that precedes every cannon ball. 

The theory that the world is round dates at least from Pythagoras. It 
was Columbus alone that determined to prove the sphericity of the globe by 
actual travel: it was he that spent eighteen long years of travel from court to 
court, suggesting, inaploring, bribing, threatening, wrangling, haggling, cajol- 
ing, till he secured his three ships. It was he that went forth to see what lay 
beyond the western horizon. It was he that held a mutinous, hysterical, 
superstitious crew under his will by threats, lies, prayers, and bribery. It was 
he that found land, and brought back natives, fruits, metals, maps, facts, 
allurements. 

Columbus could not, of course, explore all he had discovered; but he was 
the forerunner of the swarm of exploration that became almost the chief 
industry of the time. It was pitiable that he sliould have died in the belief 
that he had found India; but his mistake was soon discovered by the rest of 
mankind. 

The personal character of Columbus has been a battle-ground, men like 
Irving* smoothing over his defects and enlarging upon the no greater defects 
of men like Bobadilla; historians like Winsor dealing with his faults unspar- 
ingly. But it was the old truth that a man has “ the defects of his qualities. 
If Columbus had been less mercenary, he would not have haggled with the 
queen, or denied the seaman who first saw land his pension, or liegun the 
slave trade as a means of wringing profit from the goldless islands; but 
neither would his dream of the wealth that would accrue from finding a 
waterway to India have upheld him in his long poverty and deferment. If 
he had been more rigidly honest and more merciful he would not have butch- 
ered the wretched natives and earned the bitter hatred of his subordinates 
and the suspicion of his superiors as he did; but neither would h^^ have kept 
two log-books, one of them false, to deceive his crew as to the distance they 
had gone — he would have listened to their prayers, had pity for their anguish 
of terror, and turned back to Spain. His vices were but the other side of the 
pendulum swing of the fierce, imending energy that made him the man he 
was, and led him to the deed he did. 

If merej is shown to his faults, it should also be shown to the faults of his 
enemies and his well-meaning opponents. It must be remembered that Co- 
lumbus promised Spain the vast trade of India and China; and gave Spain a 
savage wilderness of naked paupers living in jungles that absorbed vast sums 
of Spain's money and great numbers of Spain's sons. The disappointment 
was bitter, and as Columbus had made his appeal to Spanish cupidity, by 
Spanish cupidity he was judged. The adventurers returning in rags and 
sickness became beggars for the king's charity. When they saw the children 
of Columbus go about in splendour, they jeered at them as “ the sons of the 
admiral of Mosquitoland — that man who discovered the lands of deceit and 
regret — a region of graves and misery for the hidalgos of Spain." 

To them Columbus was a failure as a discoverer. Even to us his failure 
as a governor was absolute and dire. He was the fanatic that does one great 
service to the world and with it outweighs a myriad mistakes and crimes 
equaUy fanatic. 

In this connection occurs a speculation of some importance as indicating 
that there is actually some progress in human affairs. What would have been 
the result for the world if America had not been discovered till two or three 
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centuries later? It would undoubtedly have been the worse for Europe in 
many ways, particularly for the poor and the oppressed who would have been 
denied the loophole of escape into freedom and ambition and work that was 
in tlie largest sense constructive. It would have delayed the uplifting of the 
common people and the bringing down at least to some extent of the self- 
declared anointed royalties. It would have held back the establishment of 
English liberties, to which as before mentioned, the American Revolution con- 
tributed largely. It would have at least altered the character, and perhaps 
prevented the possibility of the French Revolution, which, for all its excesses, 
was conceived m the spirit of liberty and mercy, and which, after the reaction 
had taken the Napoleonic form and again subsided, undoubtedly contributed 
enormously to the betterment of all European and colonial conditions. The 
later discovery of America after the idea of slavery had been discarded in 
Europe would have meant much in the history of the United States; it would 
have made unnecessary the war of the Rebellion, with its destruction of 
American sea-trade and its loss of at least a million men disabled, killed or 
dead of disease. 

The other side of the picture is the fate of the wretched aboriginals found 
in America by P^uropeans. The wrongs they suffered can never atoned for 
to them; the atrocities wrought against them by the old-world civilisation 
(and later in some degree by the new-world civilisation) are an indelible stain 
on the history of mankind. 

It was in many senses a disaster to the world that America was discovered 
at a period when the Inquisition was filling hearts with a blood-thirst for 
inflicting pain, taking life, and suppressing thought. It was a double dis- 
aster that America should have been discovered by the Spanish in the very 
midst of their devotion to torture as a fine art, to the revenging of Christ's 
crucifixion upon the Jews of their own day, and to the waging upon the swart 
and heretic race of Moors of a ruthless feud under the alias of a holy war. 
As great good and great evil fought bitterly in the soul of Columbus, so they 
have fought in the results of his discovery. We may now take up in some 
detail the account of his origin, his theories, voyages, and their results, without 
pausing over the voluminous controversies that qualify almost every possible 
statement concerning his motives and his achievements.® 

STATE OF GEOGRAPHICAL SCIENCE ; THE SPIRIT OF MARITIME DISCOVERY 

A thousand years had passed away since the barbarous nations of the north 
of Europe overthrew the Roman Empire of the West, and erected new insti- 
tutions upon its ruins; yet the science of geography had made but little 
progress. The western world was still unknown, and the intercour^ between 
Eurojje and India was carried on through the Red Sea. The spirit of mari- 
time discovery received its first impulse from the kings of Castile, in the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century. These monarchs, in following up their conquests 
and settlements in the Canary Islands, led the way to further navigations 
into the Atlantic, in search of new islands in the west. Hence, also, arose the 
traffic with the African coast, and the splendour and wealth of the city of 
Seville, the great mart for slaves and other Afric^ productions; and hence 
4he extraordinary zeal for nautical adventure along the coast of Andalusia. 

The Portuguese, emulous of the glory of their neighbours, entered into the 
same career, and pursued it with such vigour and perseverance, as to outstrip 
their precursors, by improving naval science and extending their commerce in 
a surprising manner. Their ships sailed along the western coast of Africa, and 
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at length realihed the Cape of C^d Hope. Curiosity received a new stimulus 
from these discoveries; the boundless ocean of the west offered a wide field 
for speculation. The annals of the Efe^ptians, contemporary with the most 
ancient human records; the marvellous narratives of rlato, concerning the 
Atlantic island, and its mighty monarchs and nations in the western ocean, 
regained their lost reputation; and the credit which Alexander the Great 
gave to the opinion of Anaxarchus, respecting the existence of a new world, 
was now deemed to be well founded. 


These notions spread themselves over Europe, from the period of the 

Spanish conquest of the Canary Islands, as 
literature and nautical science shed mu- 
/ ^ tual light on each other. A number of 
^ ancient manuscripts were brought to light, 
JL >1 in which many sayings were found relative 

to several countries, formerly seen or con- 
^ jectured to exist in the Atlantic Ocean. 
_ Wliat chiefly impressed the minds of men, 

" / however, was the large island, abounding 
with navigable rivers, which, it was said, 
the Carthaginians had discovered at a dis- 
tance from the continent, the extraordinary 
^ fertility of which had induced them to in- 
l^^^bit it; but the government, afraid that 
jHBHt ^ this happy colony might eclipse the mother 
- country, ordered the settlers to evacuate it, 
and never to return thither under pain of 

The book in which this account was 
/ / Un found bore the name of Aristotle, and its 

\ Ilf 1 \ authenticity no person dared to doubt. To 

'/'/ ^ U w/ iflu narration of this philosopher several 

\|/[| I ^ M JIM embellishments were added: for instance, 

W I . W/Wll that seven Spanish bishops, with a num- 

I Christians, had fled thither, and 

-y found an asylum from the persecution of 

, the Moors, the conquerors of Spain, in the 

eighth century. There were also fabulous. 
Spa WISH explorku but Still credited accounts of Portuguese 

voyagers who had sailed to that island; and 
the settlements were soon represented in books and maps under the name of 
the Seven Towns. At last it was reported that of a quantity of earth, brought 
from one of these western harbours, the third part was pure gold. This idle 
legend stimulated several mariners to set out in pursuit of the ore; and though 
they persisted in vain yet their disappointment was not sufficient to discredit 
the story; on the contrary, it spread still wider, and the island was actually 
represented under the name of Antilla on most of the maps of the fifteenth 


century. 

The island of Brandon was not less renowned and stood higher in fable. 
This name was given to a meteoric appearance which had b^n observed* 
westward of the Canary Islands; and which induced the inhabitants of the 
Azores and Madeira, as well as the mariners who sailed to the coast of Africa, 
to fancy that they saw a coimtry, which, however, only existed in their own 
imagination. This gave rise to a numoer of voyages of discovery in the 
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western ocean, and not a few by the orders of the court of Portu^. Various 
pretended discoveries were soon represented on the maps as realines. General 
maps of the unknown ocean were drawn, and filled with painted islands and 
continents which no person had really visited or even seen. Notwithstanding 
this, after the mature consideration of all authorities, maps, and traditbns, 
so little certainty could be attained, nay, even so little prol^bility, that no 
person would venture to seek discoveries in such a boundless sea, unless he 
had yielded himself up wholly to the influence of rash credulity. 

Tlie ancient Carthaginians, the Arabs of the Middle Ages, and the later 
adventurers of Portugal and Spain, had made researches in vain for this 
purpose. The unsuccessful perseverance of the latter seemed to be an evident 
proof that, if those pretended western countries were really in existence, they 
were not, however, situated at a convenient distance from those shores to 
which the seamen, in the existing state of navigation, were under the necessity 
of returning. As long as this necessity existed, adventurers dared not risk a 
distant voyage on the Atlantic wave; nor could they be expected to persevere 
long enough in fruitless, hazardous, and expensive efforts. But now a man 
appeared, who was bom for the achievement of discoveries of incalculable 
importance to mankind.^^ 

THE EARLY LIFE OF COLUMBUS 

Of the early life of Columbus ‘ little is known. He was bom in Genoa. 
He was sent by his father, Dominico Colombo, to Pavia, the chief seat of 
learning in Italy, to prosecute his studies; but these he broke off at the age 
of fourteen, to commence his naval career — not, however, before he had 
made extraordinary progress and imbibed a taste for literary cultivation 
which he preserved during his life. He surpassed his contemporaries in 
geometry, astronomy, and cosmography, studies which appear to have been 
peculiarly congenial to his enterprising character. He took part, it seems, in 
a naval expedition, fitted out at Genoa, by ,Tolin of Anjou, Duke of Calabria, 
in 1459, against Naples. He subsequently went to Lisbon, where his brother 
Bartholomew found a profitable occupation in constructing sailing-charts for 
navigators. Portugal was at that time engaged in promoting geographical 
discovery; and Columbus soon embarked in an arduous voyage to the north, 
in which he reached the 73rd degree of north latitude, or, as he ejfpresses it, 
one hundred degrees beyond the Thule of Ptolemy. He made several other 
voyages to England, it seems, and to the islands jiossessed by Spain and 
Porti^al in the Western Ocean; he soon became, in consequence, the most 
experienced navigator of his time. By taking notes of everything he saw, 
comparing them with the existing systems of cosmography, and by drawing 
maps and constructing globes he kept his mind intently fixed on the studies 
in which he was destined to effect so great a revolution. 

While a resident in Lisbon, he married Donna Felipa, the daughter of 
Bartolomeo Munnis de Perestrcllo, an Italian cavalier, who had been one of 
the most distinguished navigators under Prince Henry of Portugal, and had 
colonised and governed the idand of Porto Santo. By this marriage Columbus 

[i The family name in Italian is Colombo ; it was latinised inl^ Columbus by himself, in his 
earlier letters. He is better known, in Spanish history, as Christoval Colon, having altered his 
name when he removed to Spain. The date of his birth is uncertain ; it was formerly placed 
about 1486, but most recent investigators incline to a later date. Sixteen towns claim the honor 
of his nati^ty, but he named Genoa himself. His father was probably a wool comber. But all 
his career before his first voyage is rendered vague by the racucal discrepancies in the varioiu 
records.] 
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procured aecess to the charts and papers of Perestrello, and of other expe- 
rienced navigators connected with his wife’s family. In his conversations 
with the able geographers and pilots whom he found in Lisbon, he consulted 
them on the possibility of discovering a western passage to the countries of 
Cathay and Zipangu or Cipango, described by Marco Polo. The theory which 
he had already formed on this subject received confirmation by certain facts 
which came to his knowledge .y 

Pedro Torrea, his wife’s relation, had found, on the coast of Porto Santo, 
pieces of carved wood, evidently not cut with a knife, and which had been 
carried thither by strong westerly winds; other navigators had picked up in 
the Atlantic canes of an extraordinary size, and many plants not apparently 
belonging to the Old World. The bodies of men were found, thrown by the 
waves on the shore of one of the Azores, who had features differing essentially 
from those of Africans or Europeans, and who had evidently come from the 
West, y 


WASHINGTON IRVING’s ACCOUNT OF COLUMBUS’ TRIALS 

It is impossible to determine the precise time when Columbus first con- 
ceived the design of seeking a western route to India. It is certain, however, 
that he meditated it as early as the year 1474, though as yet it lay crude and 
unmatured in his mind. This fact, which is of some importance, is suffi- 
ciently established by the correspondence with the learned Toscanelli of 
Florence, which took place in the summer of that year. The letter of Tos- 
canelli is in reply to one from Columbus, and applauds the design which he 
had expressed of making a voyage to the west. To demonstrate more clearly 
the facility of arriving at India in that direction, he sent him a map, pro- 
jected partly according to Ptolemy, and partly according to the descriptions 
of Marco Polo, the Venetian. The eastern coast of Asia was depicted in front 
of the western coasts of Africa and Europe, with a moderate space of ocean 
between them, in which were placed at convenient distances Cipango, Antilla, 
and the other islands. This map, by which Columbus sailed on his first 
voyage of discovery. Las Casas says he had in his possession at the time of 
writing his history. It is greatly to be regretted that so interesting a docu- 
ment should be lost. It may yet exist among the chaotic lumber of the Spanish 
archives. ‘ Few documents of mere curiosity would be more precious. 

Columbus was greatly animated by the letter and chart of Toscanelli, who 
was considered one of the ablest cosmographers of the day. He appears to 
have procured the work of Marco Polo, which had been translated into various 
languages, and existed in manuscript in most libraries. This author gives 
marvellous accounts of the riches of the realms of Cathay and Mangi, or 
Manga, since ascertained to be northern and southern China, on the coast of 
which, according to the map of Toscanelli, a voyager sailing directly west 
would be sure to arrive. The work of Marco Polo is a key to many parts of 
Columbus’ history. In his applications to the various courts, he represented 
the countries he expected to discover as those regions of inexhaustible wealth 
which the Venetian had described. The territories of the grand khan were 
the objects of inquiry in all his voyages; and in his cruisings among the 
Antilles, he was continually flattering himself with the hopes of arriving at 
the opulent island of Cipango, and the coasts of Mangi and Cathay. 

\^ile the design of attempting the discovery in the west was maturing in 
the mind of Columbus, he made a voyage to the north of Europe. Of this we 
have no other memorial than the following passage, extracted by his son, 
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Fernando,*® from one of his letters: “In the year 1477, in February, I navi- 
gated one hundred lea^^es beyond Thule, the southern part of which is 
seventy-three degrees distant from the equator, and not sixty-three, as some 
pretend: neither is it situated within the line which indudea the west of 
Ptolemy, but is much more westerly. The English, principally those of 
Bristol, go with their merchandise to tnis island, which is as lai^ as England. 
VhieD. I was there, the sea was not frozen, and the tides were so great as to 
rise and fall twenty-six fathoms.^* The island thus mentioned is generally 
supposed to have been Iceland, which is far to the west of the Ultima Thule 
of the ancients, as laid dovTi in the map of Ptolemy. 

Columhus is Duped by the Portuguese Cowrt 

Several more years elapsed, without any decided efforts on the part of 
Columbus to carry his desi^ into execution. He was too poor to fit out the 
annament necessary for so important an expedition. Indeed it was an enter- 
prise only to be undertaken in the employ of some sovereign state, which 
could assume dominion over the territories he might discover, and reward him 
with dignities and privileges commensurate to his services. It is asserted that 
he at one time endeavoured to engage his native country, Genoa, in the under- 
taking, but without success. No record remains of such an attempt, though 
it is generally believed, and has strong probability in its favour. His residence 
in Portugal placed him at hand to solicit the patronage of that power, but 
Alfonso, who was then on the throne, was too much engrossed in the latter 
part of his reign with a war with Spain, for the succession of the princess 
Juana to the crown of Castile, to engage in peaceful enterprises of an expen- 
sive nature; the public mind, also, was not prepared for so perilous an under- 
taking. Notwithstanding the many recent voyages to the coast of Africa 
and tlie adjacent islands, and the introduction of the compass into more 
general use, navigation was still shackled with impediments, and the mariner 
rarely ventured far out of sight of land. 

Discovery advanced slo\^dy along the coasts of Africa, and the mariners 
feared to cruise far into the southern hemisphere, with the stars of which they 
were totally unacquainted. To such men, the project of a voyage directly 
westward, into the midst of that boundless waste, to seek some visionary 
land, appeared as extravagant as it would be at the present day to launch 
forth in a balloon into the regions of space, in quest of some distant star. 
The time, however, was at hand that was to extend the sphere of navigation. 
The era was propitious to the quick advancement of knowledge. TTie recent 
invention of the art of printing enabled men to communicate rapidly and 
extensively their ideas and discoveries. It drew forth learning from libra- 
ries and convents, and brought it familiarly to the reading desk of the student. 
Thpe was, henceforth, to be no retrogression in knowledge, nor any pause 
in its career. Every step in advance was immediately, and simultaneously, 
and widely promulgated, recorded in a thousand forms, and fixed forever, 
"^ere could never again be a dark age; nations might shut their eyes to the 
light, and sit in wilful darkness, but they could not traiflple it out; it would 
still shine on, dispensed to happier parts of the world, by the diffusive powers 
of the press. 

At this juncture, in 1481, a monarch ascended the throne of Portugal, of 
different ambition from Alfonso. John II, or Joflo, then in the twenty-fifth 
g^r of his age, had imbibed the passion for discovery from his grand-uncle, 
Prince Henry, and with his reign all its activity revived. Tbe African dis- 

H. tr.— voii. zxn. 2a 
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coveries kad conferred great gloiy upon Portugal, but as yet they had been 
expensive rather than profitable. The accompuslmient of the route to India, 
however, it was expected wodd r^ay all cost and toU, and open a source of 
incalculable wealth to the nation. The project of Prince Henry, which had now 
been tardily prosecuted for half a century, had excited a curiosity al^ut the re- 
mote parts of Asia, and revived all the accounts, true and fabulous, of travellers. 

Impatient of the slowness with which his discoveries advanced along the 
coast of Africa, and of the impediments which every cape and promontory 
presented to nautical enterprise, Joilo II called in the aid of science to devise 
some means by which greater scope and certainty might be given to naviga- 
tion. His two physicians, Rodengo and Joseph, the latter a Jew, the most 
able astronomers and cosmographers of his kingdom, together with the cele- 
brated Martin Behaim, entered into a learned consultation on the subject. 
The result of their conferences and labours was the application of the astrolabe 
to navigation, enabling the seaman, by the altitude of the sun, to ascertain his 
dbtance from the equator. This instrument has since been improved and 
modified into the modem quadrant, of which, even at its first introduction, it 
possessed all the essential advantages. 

It is impossible to describe the effect produced upon navigation by this 
invention. It cast it loose at once from its long bondage to the land, and set 
it free to rove the deep. The mariner now, instead of coasting the shores like 
the ancient navigators, and, if driven from the land, groping his way back in 
doubt and apprehension by the uncertain guidance of the stars, might adven- 
ture boldly into unknown seas, confident of being able to trace his course by 
means of the compass and the astrolabe. 

It was shortly after this event, which had prepared guides for discovery 
across the trackless ocean, that Columbus made the first attempt, of which 
we have any clear and indisputable record, to procure royal patronage for his 
enterprise. Encouraged by the liberality, and by the anxiety evinced by 
King Joao II to accomplish a passage by sea to India, Columtos obtained an 
audience of that monarch, and proposed, in case the king would furnish him 
with ships and men, to undertake a shorter and more direct route than that 
along the coast of Africa. His plan was to strike directly to the west, across 
the Atlantic. He then unfolded his hypothesis with respect to the extent of 
Asia, describing also the immense riches of the island of Cipango, the first land 
at which he expected to arrive. Of this audience we have two accounts, 
written in somewhat of an opposite spirit; one* by his son Fernando, the 
other by Joilo de BarrosP^ the Portuguese historiographer. It is curious to 
notice the different views taken of the same transaction by the enthusiastic 
son, and by the cool, perhaps prejudiced, historian. 

The king, according to Fernando, listened to his father with great attention, 
but was discouraged from engaging in any new scheme of the kind, by the cost 
and trouble already sustained in exploring the route by the African coast, 
which as yet remained unaccomplished. His father, however, supported his 
proposition by such excellent reasons that the king was induced to give his 
consent. The only difficulty that remained was the terms; for Columbus, 
being a man of lofty and noble sentiments, demanded high and honourable 
titles and rewards, to the end, says Fernando, that he might leave behind him 
a name and family worthy of his deeds and merits. 

Barros, on the other hand, attributes the seeming acquiescence of the king 

[* It if to be noted that there if dispute as to the authenticity of this life of Columbus br 
his son. Manj crities. such as BMxriaae,^ haye claimed that he did not write it. This soepti- 
eism is not. howeyer, by any means universal.] 
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merely to the importunities of Columbus. He considered him, says the his- 
torian, a vain-glorious man, fond of displaying his abilities, and given to 
fantastic fancies, such as that respecting the island of Qpango. But in fact, 
this idea of Columbus being vain, was taken up by the Portuguese writers in 
after years; and as to the island of Cipango, it was far from being considered 
chimerical by the king, who, as shown by his mission in search of Prester John, 
was a ready believer in these travellers’ tales concerning the East. Tbe 
reasoning of Columbus must have produced an effect on the mind of tlie 
monarch, since it is certain that he referred the proposition to a learned junto, 
chaiged with all matters relating to maritime discovery. 

fiiis scientific body treated the project as extravagant and visionary. 
Still the king does not appear to have been satisfied. According to his histo- 
rian Vasconcellos,^ he convoked his council, composed of prelaU^s and persons 
of the greatest learning in the kingdom, and asKed their advice, whether to 
adopt this new route of discovery, or to pursue that which they had already 
opened. Tlie project of circumnavigating Africa was prosecuted with new 
ardour and triumphant success: the proposition of Columbus, however, was 
generally condemned by the council. 

Seeing that King JoSLo still manifested an inclination for the enterprise, it 
was suggested to him by the bishop of Ceuta that Columbus might be kept in 
suspense while a vessel, secretly dispatched in the direction he should ^int 
out, might ascertain whether there were any foundation for his theory. By 
this means all its advantages might be secured, without committing the dignity 
of the crown by formal negotiations about what might prove a mere chimera. 
Kmg JoHo, in an evil hour, had the weakness to permit a stratagem so incon- 
sistent with his usual justice and magnanimity. Columbus was required to 
furnish, for the consideration of the council, a detailed plan of his proposed 
voyage, with the charts and documents according to which he intended to 
shape his course. These being procured, a caravel was dispatched with the 
ostensible design of carrying provisions to the Cape Verd islands; but with 
private instructions to pursue the designated route. Departing from those 
islands, the caravel stood westvsard for several days, until the weather became 
stormy; when the pilots, seeing nothing but an immeasurable waste of wild 
tumbling waves still extending before them, lost all courage, and put back, 
ridiculing the project of Columbus as extravagant and irrational. 

This unworthy attempt to defraud him of his enterprise roused the indig- 
nation of Columbus, and he declined all offers of King Joao to renew the nego- 
tiation. The death of his wife, which had occurred some time previouwy, 
had dissolved the domestic tie which bound him to Portugal; he determined, 
therefore, to abandon a country where he had been treat'd with so little faith, 
and to look elsewhere for patronage. Before his departure, he engaged his 
brother Bartholomew to carry proposals to the king of England, though he 
does not appear to have entertamed great hope from that quarter — England 
by no means possessing at the time the spirit of nautical enterprise which has 
since distinguished her. The great reliance of Columbus was on his own 
personal exertions. 

It was towards the end of 1484 that he left Lisbon, taking with him Ms son 
Diego. His departure had to be conducted with secrecy, lest, as iwme assert, 
it should be prevented by King JoSo; but lest, as others surmise, it should be 
prevented by his creditors.' Like many other great projectors, while engaged 

P This surmiBe is founded on a letter from King Joao to Columbus, written some years 
afterwards, inviting him to return to Portugal, and assuring him aminst arrest on account of 
any process, civil or criminal, that might be pending against nim. See Navarrete.^q^ 
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upon seM^es of vast benefit to mankind, he had suffered his own affairs to 
^ to ruin, and was reduced to stru^le hard with poverty; nor is it one of the 
feast interesting circumstances in his eventful life that he had, in a manner, 
to beg his way from court to court, to offer to princes the discovery of a 
world 


Columlms in Spain ( HS5-H92 A.D.) 

The immediate movements of Columbus on leaving Portugal are involved 
in uncertainty. It is said that about this time he made a proposition of his 
enterprise, in person, as he had formerly done by letter, to the government of 
Genoa. The republic, however, was in a languishing decline, and embar- 
rassed by a foreign war. Thus Genoa, disheartened by her reverses, shut her 
ears to the proposition of Columbus, which might have elevated her to tenfold 
splendour, and perpetuated within her grasp the golden wand of commerce. 
While at Genoa, Columbus is said to have made arrangements, out of his 
scanty means, for the comfort of his aged father. It is also affirmed that about 
this time he carried his proposal to Venice, where it was declined on account of 
the critical state of national affairs. This, however, is merely traditional, and 
unsupported by documentary evidence. The first firm and indisputable trace 
we have of Columbus after leaving Portugal, is in the south of Spain, in 1485, 
where we find him seeking his fortune among the Spanish nobles, several of 
whom had vast possessions, and exercised almost independent sovereignty in 
their domains. 

Columbus had many interviews with the duke of Medina Sidonia, who was 
tempted, for a time, by the splendid prospects held out; but their very 
splendour threw a colouring of improbability over the enterprise, and he finally 
reject/Od it as the dream of an Italian visionary. The duke of Medina Celi 
was likewise favourable at the outset, but he suddenly chj^nged his mind. 
Finding, however, that Columbus intended to make his next application to 
the king of France, and loth that an enterprise of such importance should be 
lost to Spain, the duke wrote to Queen Isabella, recommending it strongly to 
her attention. The queen made a favourable reply, and requested that 
Columbus might be sent to her. He accordingly set out for the Spanish court, 
then at Cordova, bearing a letter to the queen from the duke, soliciting that, 
in case the expedition should be carried into effect, he might have a share in 
it, and the fitting out of the armament from his port of St. Mary, as a recom- 
pense for having waived the enterprise in favour of the crown. 

The time when Columbus thus sought his fortunes at the court of Spain 
coincided with one of the most brilliant pieriods of the Spanish monarchy. The 
imion of the kingdoms of Aragon and Castile, by the marriage of Ferdinand 
and Isabella, had consolidated the Christian power in the peninsula, and put 
an end to those internal feuds, which had so long distracted the country, and 
insured the domination of the Moslems. The whole force of united Spain was 
now exerted in the chivalrous enterprise of the Moorish conquest. Ferdinand 
and Isabella, it has been remarked, lived together not like man and wife, whose 
estates are common, under the orders of the husband, but like two monarchs 
strictly allied. They ^^lad separate claims to sovereignty, in virtue of their 
respective kingdoms; they had separate councils, and were often distant from 
each other in different parts of their empire, each exercising the royal author- 
ity. Yet they were so happily united by common views, common interests, 
and a great deference for each other, that this double administration never 
prevented a unity of purpose and of action. All acts of sovereignty were 
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executed in both their names; all pubho writings were subscribed with both 
their signatures; their likenesses were stamped together on the puUic coin; 
and the royal seal disjMayed the united arms of Castile and Aragon. 

\^en Columbus arrived at Cordova, fie was given in ohuge to Alonzo de 
Quintanilla, comptroller of the treasury of Castile. This was an unpropitious 
moment to urge a suit like that of Columbus. In fact the sovereigns had not 
a moment of leisure throu^out this eventful year. 

While thus lingering in idle suspense in Cordova, he became attached to a 
lady of th6 city, Beatrix Enriquez by name, of a noble family, though in 
reduced circumstances. Their connection was not sanctioned by marriage; 
yet he cherished sentiments of rc^spect and tenderness for her to his dying day. 
She was the mother of his second son, Fernando, bom in the following year 
(1487), whom he always treated on terms of perfect equality with his legiti- 
mate son Diego, and who after his death became his historian. 

In the winter, Columbus followed the court to Salamanca. Here his 
zealous friend, Alonzo de Quintanilla, exerted his influence to obtain for him 
the countenance of the celebrated Pedro Gonzalez de Mendoza, archbishop of 
Toledo and grand cardinal of Spain. This was the most important personage 
about the court ; and was facetiously called by Peter Martyr, the “ third king 
of Spain.” Through his representations Columbus at length obtained admis- 
sion to the royal presence. We have but scanty particulars of this audience, 
nor can we ascertain whether Queen Isabella was present on the occasion; 
the contrary seems to be most probably the case. 

Ferdinand was cool and wary, and would not trust his own judgment. He 
determined to take the opinion of the most learned men in the kingdom, and 
to bo guided by their decision. Fernando de Talavera, prior of the monastery 
of Prado and confessor of the queen, one of the most erudite men of Spain, ami 
high in the royal confidence, was commanded to assemble the most learned 
astronomers and cosmographors for the purpose of holding a conference with 
Columbus, and examining him as to the grounds on which he founded hife 
proposition. After they had informed themselves fully on the subject^ they 
were to consult together, and make a report to the sovereign of their collective 
opinion. 


Columbus Bef(yre the Council of Salamanca 

The interesting conference relative to the proposition of Columbus took 
place in Salamanca, the great seat of learning in Spain. It was held in the 
Dominican convent of St. Stephen, in which he was lodged and entertained 
with great hospitality during the course of the examination. Religion and 
science were at that time, and more especially in that country, closely asso- 
ciated. The treasures of learning were immured in monasteries, and the 
professors’ chairs were exclusively filled from the cloister. Tlie domination 
of the clergy extended over the state as well as the church, and posts* of honour 
and influence at court, with the exception of hereditary nobles, were alniost 
entirely confined to ecclesiastics. The era was distinguished for the revival 
of learning, but still more for the prevalence of religions zeal, and Spain sur- 
passed all other countries of Christendom in the fervou^^of her devotion. Tlie 
Inquisition had just been established in that kingdom, and every opinion that 
savoured of heresy exposed its owner to odium and persecution. 

Such was the period when a council of clerical sages was convened in the 
collegiate convent of St. Stephen, to investigate the new theory of Columbus. 
It was composed of professors of astronomy, geography, mathematics, and 
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other branches of science, together with various dignitaries of the church, and 
learned friars. Before this erudite assembly, Columbus presented himself to 
propound and defend his conclusions. Columbus appeared in a most unfa- 
vourable light before a scholastic body: an obscure navigator, a member of 
no learned institution, destitute of all the trappings and circumstances which 
sometimes give oracular authority to dulness, and depending upon the mere 
force of natural genius. Some of the junto entertamed the popular notion 
that he was an adventurer, or at best a visionary; and others had that morbid 
impatience of any innovation upon established doctrine, which is apt to grow 
upon dull and pedantic men in cloistered life. What a striking spectacle must 
the hall of the old convent have presented at this memorable conference! 
A simple mariner, standing forth in the midst of ah imposing array of pro- 
fessors, friars, and dignitaries of the church; maintainmg his theory with 
natural eloquence, and, as it were, pleading the cause of the New World. 

Several of the objections proposed by this learned body have been handed 
down to us, and have provoked many a sneer at the expense of the University 
of Salamanca; but they are proofs, not so much of the peculiar deficiency of 
that institution, as of the imperfect state of science at the time, and the 
manner in which knowledge, though rapidly extending, was still impeded in 
its progress by monastic bigotry. 

^us, at the very threshold of the discussion, instead of geographical 
objections, Columbus was assailed with citations from the Bible and the Testa- 
ment: the book of Genesis, the psalms of David, the prophets, the epistles, 
and the gospels. To these were added the expositions of various saints and 
reverend commentators: St. Chrysostom and St. Augustine, St. Jerome and 
St. Gregory, St. Basil and St. Ambrose, and Lactantius Firmianus, a redoubted 
champion of the faith. Doctrinal points were mixed up with philosophical 
discussioas, and a mathematical demonstration was allowed no weight, if it 
appeared to clash with a text of Scripture, or a commentary of one of the 
fathers. Tlius the possibility of antipodes, in the southerii hemisphere, an 
opinion so generally maintained by the wisest of the ancients, as to be pro- 
nounced by Pliny 7; the great contest between the learned and the ignorant, 
became a stumbling-block with some of the sages of Salamanca. Several of 
them stoutly contradicted this fmidamental position of Columbus, supporting 
themselyes by quotations from Lactantius and St. Augustine, who were con- 
sidered m those days as almost evangelical authority. But, though these 
writers were men of consummate erudition, and two of the greatest luminaries 
of what has been called the golden age of ecclesiastical learning, yet their 
writings were calculated to perpetuate darkness in respect to the sciences. 

The passage cited from Lactantius to confute Columbus, is in a strain of 
gross ridicule, unworthy of so grave a theologian. “ Is there any one so fool- 
ish,” he asks, ^*as to believe that there are antipodes with their feet opposite 
to ours; people who walk with their heels upward, and their heads hanging 
down? That there is a part of the world in which all things are topsy-turvy: 
where the trees grow with their branches downward, and where it rains, hails, 
and snows upward? The idea of the roundness of the earth,” he adds, “was 
the cause of inventing this fable of the antipodes, with their heels in the air; 
for these philosophers having once erred, go on in their absurdities, defending 
one with another.” * 

Objections of a graver nature were advanced on the authority of St. 
Augustine. He pronounces the doctrine of antipodes to be incompatible 
with the historical foundations of our faith; since to assert that there were 
inhabited lands on the opposite side of the globe would be to maintain that 
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there were nations not descended from Adam, it being impossible for them 
to have passed the intervening ocean. This would be, therefore, to discredit 
the Bible, which expressly dedares that all men are descended from one com- 
mon parent. Such were the unlooked-for prejudices which Ckdumbus had to 
encounter at the very outset of his conference. To his simplest propc^tion, 
the spherical form of the earth, were opposed figurative texts of Scripture. 
They observed that in PsoZm 104, verse 3, the heavens are said to be exuded 
like a hide, that is, according to commentators, the curtain or covering of a tent 
which, among the ancient pastoral nations, was formed of the hides of animals; 
and that St. Paul, in his Emstle to the Hebrews^ compares the heavens to a 
tabernacle, or tent, extended over the earth, which they thence inferred must 
be flat. 

Columbus^ who was a devoutly religious man, found that he was in danger 
of being convicted not merely of error but of heterodoxy. Others more versed 
in science admitted the globular form of the earth, and the possibility of an 
opposite and habitable hemisphere; but they brought up the chimera of the 
ancients, and maintained that it would be impossible to arrive there, in con- 
sequence of the insupportable heat of the torrid zone. Even wanting this 
could be passed, they observed that the circumference of the earth must be so 
great as to require at least three years to the voyage, and those who should 
undertake it must perish of hunger and thirst, from the impossibility of carry- 
ing provisions for so long a period. He was told, on the authority of Epicurus, 
that admitting the earth to be spherical, it was only inhabitable in the northern 
hemisphere, and in that section only was canopied by the heavens; that the 
opposite half was a chaos, a gulf, or a mere waste of water. Not the least 
absurd objection advanced was, that should a ship even succeed in reaching 
in this way, the extremity of India, she could never get back again; for the 
rotundity of the globe would present a kind of mountain, up which it would 
be impossible for her to sail with the most favourable wind. Such are spec- 
imens of the errors and prejudices, the mingled ignorance and erudition, and 
the pedantic bigotry, with which Columbus had to contend throughout the 
examination of his theory. Can we wonder at the difficulties and delays 
which he experienced at courts, when such vague and crude notions were 
entertained by the learned men of a university? 

There were no doubt objections advanced more cogent in their nature, and 
more worthy of that distinguished university. It is but justice to add, also, 
that the replies of Columbus had great weight with many of his learned exam- 
iners. In answer to the Scriptural objections, he submitted that the inspired 
writers were not speaking technically as cosmographers, but figuratively, in 
language addressed to all comprehensions. The commentaries of the fathere 
he treated with deference as pious homilies, but not as philosophical proposi- 
tions which it was necessary either to admit or refute, ^e objections drawn 
from ancient philosophers he met boldly and ably upon equal terms; for he 
was deeply studied on all points of cosmography. He showed that the most 
illustrious of those sages believed both hemispheres to be inhabitable, though 
they imagined that the torrid zone precluded communication; and he obvi- 
ated conclusively that difficulty; for he had voyaged to St. George la Mifia 
in Guinea, almost under the equinoctial line, and had found that region not 
merely traversable, but aboimding in population, iik fruits and pasturage. 

mien Columbus took his stand before this learned body, he had appeared 
the plain and simple navigator; somewhat daunted, perhaps, by the greatness 
of hw task, and the august nature of his auditory. But he had a degree of 
religious feeling which gave him a confidence in the execution of what he con- 
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WMi and he was of an aident temperament that became 

Inhaled in ibSada kf its own generous fim. Las Ooias,^ and others of his 
ham i^oken of his oommanding person, his elevated de- 
hk air of luithority, his kindling eye^ and tm persuasive intonations 
4^ fell vcnoe. How must they have given majesty and loroe to his words, as, 
« oaatiw aside his maps and charts, and discarding for a time his practical and 
araent^ lore, his visionary spirit took fire at the doctrinal objections of his 
emonents, and he met them upon their own ground, pouring forth those mag- 
IMMnt texts of Scripture, and those mysterious predictions of the prophets, 
in his enthusiastic moments, he considered as types and annun- 
db#0iDH of the sublime discovery which he proposed! One great difficulty 
to reconcile the plan of Columbus with the cosmography of Ptolemy, to 
lifeiidi all scholars yielded implicit faith. How would the most enlightened of 
those sages have been astonished, had any one apprised them that the man. 
Copermcu^ was then in existence, whose solar system should reverse the grand 
theory of Ptolemy, which stationed the earth in the centre of the universe I 


Columhus the Victim of Spanish Procra^tinaHon 

The Castilian court departed from Salamanca early in the spring of 1487 
and repaired to Cordova, to prepare for the memorable campaign against 
Malaga. Fernando de Talavera, later Bishop of Avila, accompanied the 
queen as her confessor, and as one of her spiritual counsellors in the concerns 
of the war. The consultations of the board at Salamanca were interrupted 
by this event, before that learned body could come to a decision, and tor a 
long time Columbus was kept in suspense, vainly awaiting the report that was 
to decide the fate of his application. 

It has generally been supposed that the several years which he wasted in 
irksome solicitation, were spent in the drowsy and monotonous attendance 
of antechambers; but it appears on the contrary, that they were often passed 
amidst scenes of peril and adventure, and that, in following up his suit, he was 
led into some of the most striking situations of this wild, rugged, and moun- 
tainous war. Several times he was summoned to attend conferences in the 
vicinity of the sovereigns, when besieging cities in the very heart of the Moorish 
dominion!; but the tempest of warlike affairs, which hurried the court from 
place to place and gave it all tlie bustle and confusion of a camp, prevented 
those conferences from taking place, and swept away all concerns that were 
not immediately connected with the w^ar. Whenever the court had an inter- 
val of leisure and repose, there would again be manifested a disposition to con- 
sider his proposal, but the hurry and tempest would again return and the 
question be again swept away. 

Wearied and discouraged by these delays, he began to think of applying 
elsewhere for patronage, and ^pears to have commenced negotiations with 
King JoSo II for a return to Portugal. He wrote to that monarch on the 
subject, and received a letter in reply dated the 20th of March, 1488, inviting 
him to return to his court, and assuring him of protection from any suits of 
either a civil or criminal nature, that might be pending against him. He 
received, also, a letter*from Henry VII of Enghmd, inviting him to that 
country, and holding out promises of encouragement. There must have been 
strong hopes, authorised about this time by the conduct of the Spanish sov- 
ereigns, to induce Columbus to neglect these invitations; and we find ground 
for such a suppodtaon in a memorandum of a sum of mon^ paid to him oy the 
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tieasiner Qoxualez, to enable him to eomjdy with a 
Castilian court 

During this long course of solicitaticm be 8Ui^)Oitedtos0df| in f|f*r W 
making maps and charts, and was occasionally aasiit^^MH^ pmi^m 
worthy friar Diego de Deza. It is due to the soveh»ft t6 say, allto^^tlmt 
whenever he was summoned to follow the movements (Hme court, ortoli^taid 
any appointed considtation, he was attached to the royal suite, and loili^litt 
were provided for him and sums issued to defray his expenses. 
liiis time he was exposed to continual scoffs and indignities, being ridlamSpiir 
the light and ignorant as a mere dreamer, and stigmatised by^e ilSbSB'ijl 
an adventurer. The very children, it is said, pointed to their forehead «|M 
passed, being taught to regard him as a kind of madman. Ihe summAw 
1490 passed away, but still Columbus was kept in tantalising and tonnemM 
suspense. The subsequent winter was not more propitious. He was weari^ 
if not incensed, at the repeated postponements he had exj:)orienced, by whidi 
several years had been consumed. He now pressed for a decisive r^ly with 
an earnestness that would not admit of evasion. Fernando de Tafavera, 
therefore, was called upon by the sovereigns to hold a definitive conference 
with the scientific to whom the project had been referred, and to make a 
report of their decision. The bishop tardily complied, and at length reported 
to their majesties, as the general opinion of the iurUOy that the proposed 
scheme was vain and impossible, and that it did not become such great princes 
to engage in an enterprise of the kind on such weak grounds as had been 
advanced. 

Notwithstanding the unfavourable report, the sovereigns were unwilling 
to close the door upon a project which might bo productive of such important 
advantages. Fernando de Talavera was commanded to infonn Columbus, who 
was still at Cordova, that the great cares and expienscs of the wars rendered it 
impossible for the sovereigns to engage in any new enterprise; but thaf when 
the war was concluded they would have both time and inclination to treat 
with him about what he proposed This was but a starved reply to receive 
after so many days of weary attendance, anxious expectations, and defend 
hope; Columbus was unwilling to receive it at second hand, and repaired 
to the court at Seville to learn his fate from the lips of the sovereigns. Their 
reply was virtually tlie same, declining to engage in the enterprise for the 
present, but holding out hopes of patronage when relieved from? the cares 
and expenses of the war. Renouncing all further confidence, therefore, in 
vague promises, which had so often led to disappointment, and giving up all 
hopes of countenance from the throne, he turned his back upon Seville, indig- 
nant at the thoughts of having been beguiled out of so many precious years of 
waning existence. 


Columbus Turns His Back on the Court 

About half a league from the little sea-port of Palos de Moguer in Anda- 
lusia there stood, and continues to stand at the present day, an ancient con- 
vent of Franciscan friars, dedicated to Santa Maria de Rabida. One day a 
stranger on foot, in humble guise, but of a distinguished air, accompanied by a 
small boy, stopped at the gate of the convent, and asked of the porter a little 
bread and water for his child. While receiving this humble refreshment, the 
prior of the convent, Juan Perez de Marchena, happening to pass by, was 
struck with the appearance of the stranger, and observing from his air and 
accent that he was a foreigner, entered into conversation with him, and soon 
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learned ^e particulam of his story. That stranger was Columbus. He was 
on his wEj^ to the neighbouring town of Huelva, to seek his brother-in-law, who 
had mamed a sister of his deceased wife. 

Tbe prior was a man of extensive information. He was matly interested 
to the conversation of Columbus, and struck with the grandeur of his views. 
When he found, however, that the voyager was on the point of abandoning 
Epfm ^ seek patronage in the court of France, and that so important an enter- 
pn# was about to be lost forever to the country, the patriotism of the good 
fiiartook the alarm. Several conferences took place at the convent, at iimich 
several of the veteran mariners of Palos were present. Among these was 
Martin Alonzo Pinzon, the head of a family of wealthy and expenenced navi- 
gators of the place, celebrated for their adventurous expeditions. Facts were 
related by some of these navigators in support of the theory of Columbus. In 
a word, his project was treated with a deference in the auiet cloisters of La 
Rabida and among the seafaring men of Palos which had been sought in vain 
among the sages and philosophers of the court. Martin Alonzo Pinzon, 
especially, was so convinced of its feasibility that he offered to engage in it 
with purse and person, and to bear the expenses of Columbus in a renewed 
application to the court. 

Isabella had always been favourably disposed to the proposition of Colum- 
bus. ^ She wrote in reply to a letter from Juan Perez, requesting that he would 
repair immediately to the court, leaving Christopher Columbus in confident 
hope until he should hear further from her. She was moved by the repre- 
sentations of Juan Perez. The queen requested that Columbus might be 
again sent to her, and, with the kind considerateness which characterised her, 
bethinking herself of his poverty, and his humble plight, ordered that twenty 
thousand maravedies [about £14 and equivalent to £43 to-day] in florins 
should be forwarded to him, to bear his travelling expenses, to provide him 
with a mule for his journey, and to furnish him with decent raiment, that he 
might make a respectable appearance at the court. 

When Columbus arrived at the court, he experienced a favourable recep- 
tion, and was given in hospitable charge to his steady friend Alonzo de Quinta- 
nilla, the accountant-general. The moment, however, was too eventful for 
his business to receive immediate attention. He arrived in time to witness 
the memorable surrender of Granada to the Spanish arms. He beheld 
Boabdil, the last of the Moorish kings, sally forth from the Alhambra, and 
yield up the keys of that favourite seat of Moorish power; while the king and 
queen, with all the chivalry, and rank, and magnificence of Spain, moved for- 
ward in proud and solemn procession, to receive this token of submission. It 
was one of the most brilliant triumphs in Spanish history. After nearly eight 
hundred years of painful struggle, the crescent was completely cast down, the 
cross exalted in its place, ana the standard of Spain was seen floating on the 
highest tower of the Alhambra. The whole court and army were abandoned 
to jubilee. 

The war with the Moors was at an end, Spain was delivered from its 
intruders, and its sovereigns might securely turn their views to foreign enter- 
prise. Tliey kept their word with Columbus. Persons of confidence were 
appointed to negotiate with him, among whom was Fernando de Talavera, 
who, by the recent conqvest, had risen to be archbishop of Granada. At the 
very outset of their negotiation, however, uneimcted difficulties arose. So 
fully imbued was Columbus with the grandeur of his enteiprise that he would 
listen to none but princely conditions. His principal stipulation was, that 
he should be invested with the titles and privileges of admiral and viceroy over 
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the countries he should discover, with oncrtenth of aH gams, either by trade 
or conquest. The courtiers who treated with him were inc&ziant at such a 
demand. Their pride was shocked to see one. Whom they hacf considered as a 
needy adventurer, aspiring to rank and dimitiiw superior to their own. One 
observed with a sneer that it was a shrewd arrangement if^ich he proposed, 
whereby he was secure, at all events, of the honour of a command, and had 
nothing to lose in case of failure. To this Columbus promptly replied by 
offering to furnish one-eighth of the cost, on condition of enjoying an eighth 
of the profits. To do this, he no doubt calculated on the proffered asristanoe 
of Martin Alonzo Pinzon, the wealthy navigator of Palos. 

His terms, however, were pronounced inadmissible. Fernando de Tala- 
vera had always considered Columbus a dreaming speculator, or a needy appli- 
cant for bread; but to see this man, who had for years been an indigent and 
threadbare solicitor in his antechaml^r, assuming so lofty a tone, and daiming 
an office that approached to the awful dimity of the throne, excited the 
astonishment as well as the indignation of the prelate. More moderate con- 
ditions were offered to Columbus, and such as appeared highly honourable and 
advantageous. It was all in vain ; he would not cede one point of his demands, 
and the negotiation was broken off. 

It is impossible not to admire the great constancy of purpose and loftiness 
of spirit displayed by Columbus, ever since he had conceived the sublime idea 
of his discovery. More than eighteen years had elapsed since his correspond- 
ence with Paulo Toscanelli of Florence, wherein he had announced his design. 
The greatest part of that time had been consumed in applications at various 
courts. During that period what poverty, neglect, ridicule, contumely, attid 
disappointment had he not suffered! Nothing, however, could shake his per- 
severance, nor make him descend to terms which he considered beneath the 
dignity of his enterprise. In all his negotiations he forgot his present obscurity, 
he forgot his present indigence; his ardent imagination realised the magnitude 
of his contemplated discoveries, and he felt himself negotiating about empire. 

Though so large a portion of his life had worn away in fruitless solicitmra; 
though there was no certainty tliat the same weary career was not to oe 
entered upon at any other court; yet so indignant was he at the repeated dis- 
appointments he had experienced in Spain, that he determined to abandon it 
for ever, rather than compromise his demands. Taking leave of his friends, 
therefore, he mounted his mule, and sallied forth from Santa F6 i»the begin- 
ning of February, 1492, on his way to Cordova, whence he intended to depart 
immediately for France.* 

COLUMBUS^ FIRST VOYAGE (1492 A.D.) 

St. Angel and Quintanilla, by their earnest and powerful intercessions with 
Queen Is^ella, induced her to despatch a messenger for Columbus’ recall, 
'ftie queen, moved by the eloquence of St. Angel, adopted the scheme with 
enthusiasm, and even offered to pledge her jewels to raise the necessary funds. 
It was an act every way worthy of her noble character. But the funds were 
raised without having recourse to Isabella’s generosity; and arrangements 
were speedily entered into for fitting out the expedition. 

On the 17th of April, 1492, were signed the articles of agreement by which 
Columbus received from the sovereigns the hereditary titles of admiral and 
viceroy, in all the seas, lands, and islands which he should discover. He was 
entitled also to reserve for himself one tenth of all pearls, precious stones, gold, 
silver, spices, and other articles and merchandises, in whatever manner found, 
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bau^t, bartered, or gained within his admiralty, the costa being first deducted ; 
and ne was permitted to contribute an eighth part of the expense of the expe- 
dition, and to receive an eighth part of the profits. 

On the 12th of May, he prooeraed to the port of Palos, to fit out the arm- 
ament. Three vessels werepremred fen* the voyage. The largest, which was 
decked, was called the Santa Maria, and on board of this ship Columbus 
hoisted his flag. The second, called the Pinta, was commanded by Martin 
Alonzo Pinzon, accompanied by his brother, Francisco Martin, as pilot. The 
third, called the Nina, had lateen sails, and was commanded by the third 
of the brothers, Vicente Yanez Pinzon. There were three other pilots, an 
inspector-general of the armament, a chief alguazil, and a royal notary. The 
exp^ition was also provided with a physician and a surgeon, and was accom- 
panied by various private adventurers, together with several servants, and 
ninety mariners — making, in all, one hundred and twenty persons. 

On Friday, the 3rd of Au^t, 1492, the expedition sailed. They directed 
their course to the Canary Islands, where they were delayed for some time in 
consequence of an injury done to the rudder of the Pinta. On the 6th of 
September, they left the Canaries; and that may be regarded as the first day 
of the most memorable voyage whi-h has ever been undertaken. The winds 
were at first light, and little way was made; the second day, the fleet lost sight 
of lancL The companions of Columbus, who were now advancing over the 
ocean, unable to conjecture the termination of their voyage, began to feel 
astonished at the boldness of the enterprise. Many of them shed tears and 
brokelnto loud lamentations, believing that they should never return. Colum- 
bus endeavoured to console them and inspire them with new courage. 

On the 11th of September, when they were a hundred and fifty leagues 
from the island of Ferro, they found the mast of a ship, which seemed to have 
been brought there by the current. Columbus made daily observations on 
the meridian altitude of the sun, and he was the first to observe |»he variation 
of the magnetic needle, a phenomenon which occasioned considerable alarm 
among his people, and which he found himself under the necessity of explain- 
ing by a plausible theory of his own, in order to calm their apprehensions. On 
the 15th, three hundred leagues from the bland of Ferro, during a dead calm, 
they saw a fire-ball strike the sea, about five leagues ahead of the fleet, one of 
the meteors of very common occurrence in the tropical regions. 

ffitherfb the wind had blown constantly from the east; the seamen, 
observing thb fact, thought that it would be impossible for them ever to 
return to Spain. On the following day they saw some birds, which revived 
their hopes, as they were supposed to be of a species that never went more 
than twenty leagues from the land. The sea soon after seemed covered with 
marine plants, which had the appearance of having been recently detached 
from the rocks on which they had grown ; and the men were convinced that 
land could not be far dbtant. On the ISth, Alonzo Pinzon, who sailed ahead 
told Columbus that he had seen a multitude of birds in the west, and that he 
thmight he had discerned land towards the north. As his vessel was aTast 
sailer, he crowded canvas and kept in the advance. 

Columbus had taken the precaution of keeping secret the true reckoning 
of the dbtance passed over, while he kept a false reckoning for the inspection 
erf hb companions, which ^nade the dbtance considerably less; but, notwith- 
standing thb deception, the people were now growing extremely uneasy at 
th« length of the voyage. The admiral endeavoured in every way to soothe 
their rising fears, sometimes by arguments and expostulations, sometimes by 
awakening fresh hopes, and pointing out new sij^ of land. Light breezes 
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from the southwest sprmgmg up on the 20th ol September, had a cheering 
effect on the people, as they proved that the wind did not always prevail in 
the same direction. Three days later a whale was observed, heaving up his 
huge form at a distance, which Columbus pointed out as an indication of the 
proximity of land The prevalence of calms, however, and the great quanti* 
ties of sea-weed which they encountered, retarding the course of tlie ships, 
occasioned fresh alarm. Columbus reasoned, expostulated, and promised in 
vain. The men were too much under the influence of terror to listen to 
reason. The more Columbus argued the more boisterous became their mur- 
murs, until there came a heavy swell of the sea unaccompanied by wind. This, 
fortunately, dispelled the terrors occasioned by the previous dead cahn. 

On the 25th of September, while Colvimbus, with his officers, was studying 
a map and endeavouring to make out from it their position, they were aroused 
by a shout from the Pinto, and looking up, beheld Martin Alonzo Pinzon, 
mounted on the stern of his vessel, who cried with a loud voice, “ Land! land! 
Sen or, I claim my reward!” ‘ pointing at the same time to the south west> 
where there was indeed an appearance of land, at about twenty-five leagues 
distance. Columbus threw himself upon his knees and returned thanks to 
God, and Martin Alonzo repeated the Gloria in Excelsis, in which he was loudly 
joined by the efews of the ships. They changed their course, and BAued 
night in the same direction. At daylight all eyes were turned in that quarter; 
but the supposed land, which had caused so much joy, had disappeared, and 
they found that they had been deceived by the appearance of clouds on the 
horizon. The direct course to the west was again resumed. 

The crews soon relapsed into their former despondency. Nevertheless, 
the multitude of birds which they saw continually flying about the ships, the 
pieces of wood which they picked up, and many other symptoms of land pre- 
vented them from giving themselves wholly up to despair. Columbus, in the 
midst of so much uneasiness and dejection, remained calm and self-possessed. 

After the 1st of October, the birds having been observed to fly directly 
across their course, the sailors supposed them to have been passing from one 
island to another, and they wished to turn to the right or the left, to find the 
shores which they supposed to lie in those directions ; but Columbus refused 
to abandon his theoiy, and held on his western course. His firmness excited 
among the men a spirit of revolt more formidable than ever; bi^ti on the 4th of 
October the indications of land increased, the birds flew so near th^ ships that 
a seaman killed one with a stone, and their hopes again revived.!/ Eager to 
obtain the promised pension, the seamen were continually mving the cry of 
land, on the least appearance of the kind. To put a stoj) to these false alarms, 
which produced continual disappointments, Columbas declared that shoula 
any one give such notice, and land not be discovered within three days after- 
wards, he should thenceforth forfeit all claim to the reward. 

On the morning of the 7th of October, at sunrise, several of the admiral’s 
crew thought they beheld land in the west, but so indistinctly that no one 
ventured to proclaim it, lest he should be mistaken, and forfeit all chance bf 
the reward: the Nina^ however, being a good sailer, pressed forward to ascer- 
tain the fact. In a little while a flag was hoisted at her mast-head, and a gun 
discharged, being the preconcerted signals for land. New joy was awakened 
throughout the Tittle squadron, and every eye wal turned to the west. Aa 
they advanced, however, their cloud-built hopes faded away, and befol^ 
evening the fancied land had again melted into air. 

A of 80 crowns had been promised by the sovereigns to the first man who shonld 

discover land.] 
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The crcT^ now sank into a degree of dejection proportioned to their recent 
excitement; but new circumstances occurred to arouse them. Columbus, 
having observed great flights of small field-birds going towards the southwest, 
concluded they must be secure of some neighbouring land, where they would 
find food and a resting place. He knew the importance which the Portuguese 
voyagers attached to the flight of birds, by following which they had dis- 
covert most of their islands. He had now come seven hundred and fifty 
leases, the distance at which he had computed to find the island of Cipango; 
as there was no appearance of it, he might have missed it through some mistake 
in the latitude. He determined, therefore, on the evening of the 7th of 
October, to alter his course to the west southwest, the direction in which the 
birds generally flew, and continue that direction for at least two days. After 
all, it was no great deviation from his main course, and would meet the wishes 
of the Pinzons, as well as be inspiriting to his followers generally. 

For three days they stood in this direction, and the further they went the 
more frequent and encouraging were the signs of land. Flights of small birds 
of various colours, some of them such as sing in the fields, came flying about 
the ships, and then continued towards the southwest, and others were heard 
also flying by in the night. Tunny fish played about the smooth sea, and a 
heron, a pelican, and a duck were seen, all bound in the same direction. The 
herb^ which floated by was fresh and green, as if recently from land, and 
the air, Columbus observes, was sweet and fragrant as April breezes in Seville. 

All these, however, were regarded by the crews as so many delusions 
beguiling them on to destruction; and when, on the evening of the third day, 
they beheld the sun go down upon a shoreless horizon, they broke forth into 
turbulent clamour. They exclaimed against his obstinacy in tempting fate 
by continuing on into a boundless sea. They insisted upon turning home, and 
abandoning the voyage as hopeless. Columbus endeavoured to pacify them 
by gentle words and promises of large rewards; but finding 4ihat they only 
increased in clamour, he assumed a decided. tone. He told them it wjis useless 
to murmur, the expedition had been sent by the sovereigns to seek the Invlies, 
and, happen what might, he was determined to persevere, until, by the blessing 
of God, he should accomplish the enterprise.* 

* It has been asserted by various historians, that Columbus, a day or two previous to com- 
ing in sight c'^the New World, capitulated with his mutinous crew, promising, if he did not 
discover land within three days, to abandon the voyage, There is no authority for such an 
assertion, either in the history of his son Fernando or that of the bishop Las CaBaB,<^ each of 
whom had the admiral’s papers before him. There is no mention of such a circumstance in the 
extracts made from the journal by Las Casas, which have recently been brought to light ; nor 
is it asserted by either Peter Martyr ^ or the curate of Los Palacios, Bernaldez,™*" both con- 
temporaries and acquaintances of Columbus, who could scarcely have failed to mention so 
striku^ a fact, if true. It rests merely upon the authority of Oviedo who is of inferior 
credit to either of the authors above cited, and was grossly misled as to many of the particulars 
of this voyage by a pilot of the name of Hernan Perez Matbeo, who was hostile to Columbus. 
In the manuBcript process of the memorable lawsuit between Don Diego, son of the admiral, 
and the fiscal of the crown, Is the evidence of one Pedro de Bilbao, who testifies that he heard 
many times that some of the pilots and mariners wished to turn back, but that the admiral 
promised them presents, and entreated them to wait two or three days, before which time he 
should discover land. ('* Pedro de Bilbao oyo muchas veces que algunos pilotos y marineros 
querian volverse sino fuerra por el Alrairante que les proraetio donos, les rog6 esperasen dos 6 
tree dias i que antes del termino descubriera tierra.") This, if true, implies no capitulation to 
relinquish the enterprise. On the other hand, it was asserted by some of the witnesses in the 
Above-mentioned suit that Columbus, after having proceeded some few hundred leagues without 
finding land, lost confidence and wished to turn back ; but was persuaded and even piqued to 
continue by the Pinsons. This assertion carries falsehood on its very face. It is in total con- 
tradiction to that persevering constancy and undaunted resolution displayed by Columbus, not 
merely in the present voyage, but from first to last of his difficult and dangerous career. This 
testimony was given by some of the mntinons men, anxious to exaggerate the merits of the 
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Columbus was now at open defiance with his crew, and his situation became 
desperate. Fortunately the manifestations of the vicinity of land were such 
on the following day as no longer to admit a doubt. Beside a quantity of 
fresh weeds, such as ctow in rivers, they saw a green fish of a kind which keeps 
about rocks; then a branch of thorn with berries on it, and tecently separated 
from the tree, floated by them ; then they picked up a reed, a small board, and, 
above all, a staff artificially carved. All gloom and mutiny now gave way to 
sanguine expectation; and throughout the day each one was eagerly on the 
watch, in hopes of being the first to discover the long-sought-for land. 

In the evening, when, according to invariable custom on board of the 
admiral's ship, the niariners had sung the Salve regina^ or vcsp)er hymn to the 
Virgin, he made an impressive address to his crew. He thought it probable 
they would make land that very night; he ordered, therefore, a vigilant look- 
out to be kept from the forecastle, promising to whosoever should make the 
discovery a aoublet of velvet, in addition to the pension to be given by the 
sovereigns. 

Tlie breeze had been fresh all day, with more sea than usual, and they had 
made great progress. At sunset they had stood again to the west, and were 
ploughing the waves at a rapid rate, the Pinta keeping the lead from her 
superior sailing. The greatest animation prevailed throughout the ships; 
not an eye was closed that night. As the evening darkened, Qolumbus took 
his station on the top of the castle or cabin on the high poop of his vessel, 
ranging his eye along the dusky horizon, and maintaining an intense and 
unremitting watch. About ten o'clock he thought he beheld a light glimmer- 
ing at a great distance. Fearing his eager hopes might deceive him, he called 
to Pedro Gutierrez, gentleman of the king's bed-chamber, and inquired 
whether he saw such a light; the latter replied in the affirmative. Doubtful 
whether it might not yet be some delusion of the fancy, Columbus called 
Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, and made the same inquiry. By the time the 
latter had ascended the round-house, the light had disappeared. They saw 
it once or twice afterwards in sudden and passing gleams, as if it were a torch 
in the bark of a fisherman, rising and sinking with the waves, or in the hand 
of some person on shore, borne up and down as he walked from house to house. 
So transient and uncertain were these gleams that few attqched any import- 
tance to them; Columbus, however, considered them as certain sigi]^ of land, 
and, moreover, that the land was inhabited. 

They continued their course until two in the morning, when a gun from 
the Pinta gave the joyful signal of land. It was first descried by a mariner 
named Rodrigo de Triana; but the reward was afterwards adjudged to the 
admiral, for having previously perceived the light. The land was now clearly 
seen about two leagues distant, whereupon they took in sail, and lay-to, 
waiting impatiently for the dawn. 

The thoughts and feeling of Columbus in this little space of tinae must 
have been tumultuous and intense. At length, in spite of every difficulty 
and danger, he had accomplished his object. The great mystery of the ocean 
was revealed ; his theory, which had been the scoff of sages, was triumphantly 
established; he had secured to himself a glory durable as the world itself. 

It is difficidt to conceive the feelings of such a man, at such a moment, 
or the conjectures which must have thronged upon his mind, as to the land 

Pinzons, and to depreciate that of Columbas. Fortunately, the extracts from the journal of 
the latter, written from day to day with guileless simplicity, and all the air of truth, disprove 
these fables, and show that on the very day previous to his discovery he expressed a peremptory 
determination to persevere, in defiance of all dangers and difllculties. 
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before him, covered with darkness. That it was fruitful, was evident from 
the vegetables which floated from its shores. He thou^t, too, that he per- 
ceived the fragrance of aromatic groves. The moving light he had beheld 
proved it the residence of man. But what were its inhabitants? Were they 
like those of the other parts of the globe, or were they some strange and 
monstrous race, such as the imagination was prone in those times to give to aU 
remote and unknown regions? Had he come upon some wild island far in 
the Indian Sea, or was this the famed Cipango itself, the object of his golden 
fancies? A thousand speculations of the kind must have swarmed upon him, 
as, with his aftxious crews, he waited for the night to pass away; wondering 
whether the morning light would reveal a savage wilderness, or dawn upon 
spicy groves, and glittering fanes, and gilded cities, and all the splendour of 
oriental civilisation. 

It was on Friday morning, the 12th of October, that Columbus first beheld 
the New World. As the day dawned he saw before him a level island, several 
leagues in extent, and covered with trees like a continual orchard. Though 
apparently uncultivated, it was populous, for the inhabitants were seen 
issuing from all parts of the woods and running to the shore. Tliey were 
perfectly naked, and, as they stood gazing at the ships, appeared by their 
attitudes and gestures to be lost in astonishment. Columbus made signal 
for the ships to cast anchor, and the boats to be manned and armed. He 
entered his owh boat, richly attired in scarlet, and holding the royal standard; 
whilst Martin Alonzo Pinzon, and Vincent Yailez his brother, put off in com- 
pany in their boats, each with a banner of the enterprise emblazoned with a 
green cross, having on either side the letters F and Y, the initials of the Castilian 
monarchs Ferdinand and IsabellsL surmountetl by crowns. 

As he approached the shore, Columbus, who was disposed for all kinds of 
agreeable impressions, was delighted with the purity and suavity of the 
atmosphere, the crystal transparency of the sea, and the extrtyprdinary beauty 
of the vegetation. He beheld, also, fruits of an unknown kind upon the trees 
which overhung the shores. On landing ne threw himself on his knees, kissed 
the earth, and returned thanks to God with tears of joy. Ilis example was 
followed by the rest, whose hearts indeed overflowed with the same feeling of 
gratitude. Columbus then rising drew his sword, displayed the royal standard 
and assenabling round him the two captains, with Rodrigo de Escobedo, notary 
ot the afmament, Rodrigo Sanchez, and the rest who had landed, he took 
solemn possession in the name of the Castilian sovereigns, giving the island 
the name of San Salvador. Having complied wdth the requisite forms and 
ceremonies, he called upon all present to take the oath of obedience to him, 
as admiral and viceroy, representing the persons of the sovereigns.^ 

The feelings of the crew now burst forth'^in the most extravagant trans- 
ports. They had recently considered themselves devoted men, hupying 
forward to destruction, they now looked upon themselves as favourites of 
fortune, and gave themselves up to the most unbounded joy. They thronged 
around the admiral with overflowing zeal, some embracing hihi, others kissing 
his hands. Those who had been most -mutinous and turbulent during the 
voyagp, were now most devoted and enthusiastic. Some begged favoura of 
him, as if he had already wealth and honours in his gift. Many abject spirits, 

‘ diMidio Clemente hM^naerved a fonn of prayer, said to have been used bv Golnmbne 
on this occasion, and which, by order of the Castilian sovereiras, was afterwards used by Balboa, 
Cortez, and Pizarro in their diaeoverMift: ** Dovnine Deua tnwne 6t omnipoUna, aaero iuo varbo 
e€Blum, et iaitrum^ matt emuii ; bemditaiur el plomJMur namen tuum, laudetur ilia 
OVA diawUa eel aer kn m il t m eenmm tuum, lU eacnim nomen a^noeealiir, et prmdieeiur in 
hoc aUera mimJf paeief* 
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who had outraged him by their insolence, now crouched at his feet, begging 
pardon for all the trouble they had causra him, and promising the blindest 
obedience for the future. 

The natives of the island, when, at the dawn of day, they had beheld 
the ships hovering on their coast, had supposed them monsters which had 
issued from the deep during the night. They had crowded to the beach, 
and watched their movements with awful anxiety. Tlieir veering about, 
apparently without effort, and the shifting and furling of their sails, resembling 
huge wings,, filled them with astonishment. YTien they beheld their boats 
approach the shore, and a number of strange beings clad in glittering steel, or 
raiment of various colours, landing upon the beach, they fled in aflri^t to the 
woods. Finding, however, that there was no attempt to pursue nor molest 
them, they gradually recovered from their terror, and approached the Span- 
iards with great awe; frequently prostrating themselves on the earth, and 
making signs of adoration. During the ceremonies of taking possession, they 
remained gazing in timid admiration of the complexion, the beards, the shin- 
ing armour, and splendid dress of the Spaniards. The admiral particularly 
attracted their attention, from his commanding height, his air of authority, 
his dress of scarlet, and tne deference which was paiil liiiii by his coinpanions; 
all which pointed him out to be the commander. Wlien they had still further 
recovered from their fears, they approached the Si)aniards, touched their 
beards, and examined their hands and faces, admiring their hiteness. Colum- 
bus was pleased with their gentleness and confiding simplicity, and suffered 
their scrutiny with perfect acquiescence, winning them by his benignity. 
They now supposed that the ships had sailed out of the crystal firmament 
which bounded their horizon, or had descended from above on their ample 
wings, and that these marvellous beings were inhabitants of the skies. 

The natives of the island were no less objects of curiosity to the Spaniards, 
differing, as they did, from any race of men they had ever seen. Their appear- 
ance gave no promise of either we^alth or civUisat ion, for they were entirely 
naked, and painted with a variety of colours. Their features, though obscured 
and disfigured by paint, were agreeable, they had lofty foreheads and remark- 
ably fine eyes. They were of moderate stature and well-shaped; most of 
them appeared to be under thirty years of i^e : there was but one femhle with 
them, quite young, naked like her coinpanions, and beautifully formed. 

As Columbus supposed himself to have landed on an island at the eXlremity 
of India, he called the natives by the general appellation of Indians, Which 
was universally adopted before the true nature of his discovery was known, 
and has since been extended to all the aboriginals of the New World. 

The islanders were friendly and gentle. Their only arms were lances, 
hardened at the end by fire, or pointed with a flint, or the teeth or bone of a 
fish. There was no iron to be seen, nor did they appear acquainted with its 
properties; for when a drawn sword was presented to them, they unguardedly 
took it by the edge. Columbus distributed among them^ coloured cape, glass 
beads, hawks’ bella, and other trifles, such as the Portuguese were accustomed 
to trade with among the nations of the gold coast of Africa. They received 
them eagerly, hung the beads round their necks, and were wonderfully pleased 
with their finery, and with the sound of the bells. The Spaniards remakied 
an day on shore refreshing themselves after their gmxiaus voyage amidst the 
beautiful groves of the island; and returned on board late in the evening, 
delighted with all they had seen. 

On the following moiliing, at break of day, the shore wfts thronged with 
the natives; some swam off to the ships, others came in light4)arks which they 

H, w. — VOZi. zzn. ftF 
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called canoes, formed of a single tree, hollowed, and capable of holding from 
one man to the number of forty or fifty. These they managed dexterously 
with paddles, and, if overturned, swam about in the water with perfect uncon- 
cern, as if in their natural element, righting* their canoes with great facility, 
and baling them with calabashes. 

The avarice of the discoverers was quickly excited by the sight of small 
ornaments of gold, worn by some of the natives in their noses. These the 
latter gladly exchanged for glass beads and hawks’ bells; and both parties 
exulted in the bargain, no doubt admiring each other’s simplicity. As gold, 
however, was an object of royal monopoly in all enterprises of discovery, 
Columbus forbade any traffic in it without his express sanction; and he put 
the same prohibition on the traffic for cotton, reserving to the crown all trade 
for it, wherever it should be found in any quantity. 

He inquired of the natives where this gold was procured. They answered 
him by signs, pointing to the south, where, he understood them, dwelt a king 
of such wealth that he was served in vessels of wrought gold. He understood, 
also, that there was land to the south, the southwest, and the northwest; 
and that the people from the last-mentioned quarter frequently proceeded to 
the southwest in quest of gold and precious stones, making in their way descent 
upon the islands, and carrying off the inhabitants. Several of the natives 
showed him scars of wounds received in battles with these invaders. It is 
evident that a great part of this fancied intelligence was self-delusion on the 
part of Columbus; for he was under a spell of the imagination, which gave 
its own shapes and colours to every object. He was persuaded that he had 
arrived among the Islands described by Marco Polo, as lying opposite Cathay, 
in the Chinese sea, and lie construed everything to accord with the account 
given of those opulent regions. Thus the enemies which the natives spoke of 
as coming from the northwest he concluded to be the people of the mainland 
of Asia, the subjects of the great khan of Tatary, who were ^presented by the 
\Vnetian traveller as accustomed to make war upon the islands, and to enslave 
their inhabitants. The country to the south, abounding in gold, could be no 
other than the famous island of Cipango; and the king who was served out 
of vessels of gold miLst be the monarch whose magnificent city and gorgeous 
palace, covered with plates of gold, had been extolled in such splendid terms 
by Marjp Polo. 

The island w’here Columbus had thus, for the first time, set his foot upon 
the New World, was called by the natives Guanahant\^ It still retains the 
name of San Salvador, which he gave to it, though called by the English Cat 
Island. The light which he had seen the evening previous to his making land, 
may have been on Watling’s Island, which lies a few leagues to the cast. San 
Salvador is one of the great cluster of the Lucayas, or Bahama Islands, which 
stretch southeast and northwest, from the coast of Florida to Hispaniola, 
covering the northern coast of Cuba. 

On the morning of the 14th of October the admiral set off at daybreak with 
the boats of the ships to reconnoitre the island, directing his course to the 
northeast. The coast was surrounded by a reef or rocks, within which there 
was depth of water and sufficient harbour to receive all the ships in Christen- 
dom. The entrance was ve^ narrow; within there were several sand-banks, 
but the water was as still as in a pool. Having taken in a supply of wood and 

[* Later readings make tliis Gnanahanl As to its exact identity, there has been some dis- 
pute. Budolf Cronau.PP who made a special study of the ground asserts that Columbus landed 
on Walling's Island, and on its west coast, not its eastern. With this Adams w agrees.] 
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water, they left the island the same evening, the admiral being impatient to 
arrive at the wealthy country to the south, which he flattered himself, would 
prove the famous isl^d of Cipango « 

COLUMBUS’ OWN ACCOUNT OF HIS DISCOVERT 

A letter, addressed to the noble Lord Raphael Sanchez, treasurer of their most Invincible 
majesties, Ferdinand and Isabella, king and queen of Spain, by which Christopher Columbus 
to whom our qge is greatly indebted, treating of the islands of India recently discovered beyond 
the Ganges, to explore which he had been sent eight months before under the auspices and at 
the expense of their said majesties : 

Knowing that it will afford you pleasure to learn that I have brought my 
undertaking to a successful termination, I have decided upon writing you this 
letter to acquaint you of all the events which have occurred in my voyage, 
and the discoveries which have resulted from it. Thirty-three days after my 
departure from Cadiz I reached the Indian sea, where I discovered many 
islands without resistance in the name of our most illustrious monarch, by 
public proclamation and with unfurled banners. To the first of these islands, 
which IS called by the Indians Guanahani, I gave the name of the blessed 
Saviour (San Salvador), relying upon whose protection I had reached this as 
well as the other islands; to each of these I also gave the name, ordering that 
one should be called Santa Maria de la Concepcion, another Fernandina, the 
third Isabella, the fourth Juana, and so with all the rest respectively. 

As soon as we arrived at that which as I have said was named Juana, I 
rroceeded along its coast a short distance westward, and found it to be so 
large and apparently without termination, that I could not suppose it to be 
an island, but the continental province of Cathay. Seeing, however, no 
towns or populous places on the sea coast, but only a few detached houses 
and cottages, with whose inhabitants I was unable to communicate, because 
they fled as soon as they saw us, I went further on, thinking that in my pro- 
gress I should certainly find some city or village. At length, after proceea- 
ing a great way and finding that nothing new presented itself, and that the 
line of coast was leading us northwards (which I wished to avoid, because it 
was winter, and it was my intention to move southwards; and because, 
moreover, the winds were contrary), I resolved not to attempt any further 
progress, but rather to turn back and retrace my course to a cerusin bay 
that I had observed, and from which I afterwards despatched two of our 
men to ascertain whether there were a king or any cities in that province. 
These men reconnoitred the country for three days, and found a most numerous 
population, and great numbers of houses, though small and built without any 
regard to order, and with which information they returned to us. 

In the meantime I had learned from some Indians whom I had seized 
that that country was certainly an island; and therefore I sailed towards the 
east, coasting to the distance of three hundred and twenty-two miles, and 
brought us to the extremity of it; from this point I saw lying eastwards 
another island, fifty-four miles distant from Juana, to which I have gave 
the name of Hispaniola: I went thither, and steered my course eastward as 
I had done at Juana, even to the distance of five hundred and sixty-four 
miles along the north coast. This said island of Juan^ is exceedingly fertile, 
as indeed are all others; it is surrounded with many bays, spacious, very 
secure, and surpassing any that I have ever seen; numerous large and health- 
ful rivers intersect it, and it also contains many very lofty mountains. 

All these islands are very beautiful, and distinguished by a diversity of 
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scenery ; they are filled with a great variety of trees of immense height, which 
I believe to retain their foliage in all seasons; for when I saw them they were 
as verdant and luxuriant as they usually are in Spain in the month of May 
— some of them were blossoming, some bearing fruit, and all flourishing in 
the greatest perfection, according to tiieir respective stages of growth, and the 
nature and quality of each; yet the islands are not so thickly wooded as to 
be impassable. The nightingale and various birds were singing in countless 
numbers, and that in November, the month in which I arrive there. There 
are besides in the same island of Juana seven or eight kinds of palm trees, 
which like all the other trees, herbs, and fruits, considerably surpass ours in 
height and beauty. The pines also are very handsome, and there are very 
extensive fields and meadows, a variety of birds, different kinds of honey, and 
many sorts of metals, but no iron. In that island also I have before said we 
named Hispaniola, there are mountains of very great size and beauty, vast 
plains, groves, and very fruitful fields, admirably adapted for tillage, pasture, 
4nd habitation. The convenience and excellence of the harbours in this 
island, and the abundance of the rivers, so indispensable to the health of man, 
surpass anything that would be believed by one who had not seen it. The 
trees, herbage, and fruits of Hispaniola are very different from those of Juana, 
and moreover it abounds in various kinds of spices, gold, and other metals. 

The inhabitants of both sexes in this island, and in all the others which I 
have seen, or of which I have received information, go always naked as they 
were born, with the exception of some women, who use the covering of a 
leaf, or small bough, or an apron of cotton which they prepare for that pur- 
pose. None of them, as I have already said, are possessed of any iron, neither 
nave they weapons, being unacquainted with and indeed incompetent to use 
them, not from any deformity of body (for they are well formed), but because 
they are timid and full of fear. They carry, however, in lieu of arms, canes 
drira in the sun, on the ends of which they fix heads of dri^d wood sharpened 
to a point, and even these they dare not use habitually ; for it has often 
occurred when I have sent two or threfe of my men to any of the villages to 
^ak with the natives, that they have come in a disorderly troop, and have 
fled in such haste at the approach of our men that the fathers forsook their 
children and the children their fathers. 

This timidity did not arise from any loss or injury that they had received 
from uT, for, on the contrary, I gave to all I approached whatever articles I 
had about me, such as cloth and many other things, taking nothing of theirs 
in return; but they are naturally timid and fearful. As soon, however, as 
they see that they are safe, and have laid aside all fear, they are very simple 
anci honest, and exceedingly liberal with all they have; none of them refusing 
anything he may possess when he is asked for it, but on the contrary, inviting 
us to ask them. They exhibit great love towards all others in preference 
to themselves; they also give objects of great value for trifles, and content 
themselves with very little or nothing in return. I, however, forbade that 
these trifles and articles of no value (such as pieces of dishes, plates, and gla^, 
keys and leather straps) should be given them, although if they could obtain 
them they imamned themselves to be possessed of the most beautiful trinkets 
in the world. It even happened that a sailor received for a leather strap as 
gold as was worth three golden nobles, and for things of more trifling 
valte offered by our men, especially newly coined blancas, or any gold coins, 
the Indians would give whatever the seller required, as, for instance, an ounce 
and a half or two ounces of gold, or thirty or forty pounds of cotton, with 
which commodity they were already acquainted. 
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Thus they bartered, like idiots, cottou and ^old for fragments of bows, 
glasses, bottles, and jars: which 1 forbade as bemg unjust, and myself gave 
them many beautiful and acceptable articles which I had brought with me, 
taking nothing from them in return; 1 did this in order that I might the 
more easily conciliate them, that they might be led to become Christians, and 
be inclin^ to entertain a regard for the king and queen, our princes, and all 
Spaniards, and that I might induce them to take an interest in seeking out, 
and collecting and delivering to us such things as they possessed in abun- 
dance, but' which we greatly needed. 

They practise no kind of idolatry, but have a firm belief that all strength 
and power, and indeed all good things, are in heaven, and that I had descended 
from thence with these ships and sailors, and under this impression was I 
received after they had thrown aside their fears. Nor are they slow or stupid, 
but of very clear understanding; and those men who have crossed to the 
neighbouring islands give an admirable description of everything they 
observed; but they never saw any people clothed, nor any ships like ours. 

On my arrival at that sea, I had taken some Indians by force from the 
first island that I came to, in order that they might learn our language, and 
communicate to us what they knew respecting the country, which plan suc- 
ceeded excellently, and was a great advantage to us, for in a short time, 
either by gestures and signs or by words, we were enabled to understand each 
other. These men are still travelling with me, and although they have been 
with us now a long time, they continue to entertain the idea that I have 
descended from heaven; and on our arrival at any new place they published 
this, crying out immediately with a loud voice to the other Indians, “Come, 
come and look upon beings of a celestial race’^; upon which both women and 
men, children and adults, young men and old, when they got rid of the fear 
they at first entertained, would come out in throngs, crowding the roads to see 
us, some bringing food, others drink, with astonishing affection and kindness. 

Each of these islands has a great number of canoes, built of solid wood, 
narrow and not unlike our double-banked boats in length and shape, but 
swifter in their motion: they steer them only by the oar. These canoes are 
of various sizes, but the greater number are constructed with eighteen banks 
of oars, and with these they cross to the other islands, which are of countless 
number, to carry on traflic with the people. I saw some of these canoes that 
held as many as seventy-eight rowers. In all these islands there is iAj differ- 
ence of physiognomy, of manners, or of language, but they all clearly under- 
stand each other, a circumstance very propitious for the realisation of what 
I conceive to be the principal wish of our most serene king, namely, the con- 
version of these people to the holy faith of Christ, to which, indeed, as far 
as I can judge, they are very favourable and well-disposed. 

I said before that I went three hundred and twenty-two miles in a direct 
line from west to east, along the coast of the island of Juana, judging by 
which voyage, and the length of the passage, I can assert that it is larger 
than England and Scotland united; for independent of the said three hun- 
dred and twenty-two miles, there are in the western part of the island, two 
provinces which I did not visit; one of these is called by the Indians Avan, 
and its inhabitants are bom with tails. These provinces extend to one hun-" 
dred and fifty-three miles in length, as I have learned rfrom the Indians whom 
I have brought with me, and who are well acquainted with the country. 
But the extent of Hispaniola is greater than m Spain from Catalonia to 
Fuenterrabia, which is easily proved, because one of its four sides which 1 
myself coasted in a direct line, from west to east, measures five hundred and 
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forty miles. This island is to be regarded with especial interest, and not to 
be slighted; for although, as I have said, I took possession of these islands in 
the name of our invincible king, and the government of them is unreservedly 
committed to his majesty, yet there was one large town in Hispaniola of 
which especially I took possession, situated in a remarkably favourable spot, 
and in every way convenient for the purposes of gain and commerce. 

To this town I gave the name of Navidad de Senor, and ordered a for- 
tress to be built there, which must by this time be completed, in which I left 
as many men as I thought necessary, with all sorts of arms, and enough pro- 
visions for more than a year. I also left them one caravel, and skilful work- 
men both in shipbuilding and other arts, and engaged the favour and friend- 
ship of the king of the island in their behalf, to a degree that would not be 
believed, for these people are so amiable and friendly that even the king took 
a pride in calling me his brother. But supposing their feelings should become 
changed, and they should wish to injure those who have remained in the 
fortress, they could not do so, for they have no arms, they go naked, and are 
moreover too cowardly; so that those who hold the said fortress can easily 
keep the whole island in check, without any pressing danger to themselves, 
provided they do not transgress the directions and regulations which I have 
given them. 

As far as I have learned, every man throughout these islands is united 
to but one wife, with the exception of the kings and princes, who are allowed 
to have twenty : the women seem to work more than the men. I could not 
clearly understand whether the people possess any private property, for 1 
observed that one man had the charge of distributing various things to the 
rest, but especially meat and provisions and the like. I did not find, as some 
of us had expected, any cannibals amongst them, but on the contrary, men of 
great deference and kindness. Neither are they black, like the Ethiopians, 
their hair is smooth and straight: for they do not dwell ^here the rays of 
the sun strike most vividly — and the sun has intense power there, the dis- 
tance from the equinoctial line being, it*appears, but six-and-twenty degrees. 
On the tops of the mountains the cold is very great, but the effect of this 
upon the Indians is lessened by their being accustomed to the climate and 
by their frequently indulging in the use of very hot meats and drinks. 

Thus, as I have already said, I saw no cannibals [monsters], nor did I 
hear of ftiy, except in a certain island called Charis, which is the second from 
Hispaniola on the side towards India, where dwell a people who are consid- 
ered by the neighbouring islanders as most ferocious: and these feed upon 
human flesh. The same people have many kinds of canoes, in which they 
cross to aU the surrounding islands and rob and plunder wherever they can; 
they are not different from the other islands, except that they wear their 
hair long, like women, and make use of the bows and javelins of cane, with 
sharpened spear-points fixed on the thickest end, which I have before 
described, and therefore they are looked upon as ferocious, and regarded by 
the other Indians with unbounded fear; but I think no more of them than 
of the rest. These are the men who form unions with certain women, who 
dwell alone in the island Matenin, which lies next to Hispaniola on the 
side towards India; these latter employ themselves in no labour suitable to 
their own sex, for they use bows and javelins, as I have already described 
their paramours as doing, and for defensive armour have plates of brass, of 
which metal they possess great abundance. They assure me that there is 
another island larger than Hispaniola, whose inhabitants have no hair, and 
which abounds in gold, more than any of the rest 
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I bring with me mdividuals of this island and of the others that I have 
seen, who are proofs of the facts which I state. Finally, to compress into 
few words the entire summary of my voyage and speedy return, and of the 
advantages derivable therefrom, I promise that with a little assistance afforded 
me by our most invincible sovereigns, I will procure them as much ^old as 
they need, as great a quantity of spices, of cotton, and mastic (which is only 
found in Chios) , and as many men for the service of the navy as their majesties 
may require. I promise also rhubarb and other sorts of drugs, which I am 
persuaded the men whom I have left in the aforesaid fortress have found 
already and will continue to find; for I myself have tarried nowhere longer 
than I was compelled to do by the winds except in the city of Navidad, while 
I provided for the building of the fortress and took the necessary precautions 
for the perfect security of the men I left there. 

Although all I have related may appear to be wonderful and unheard of, 
yet the results of my voyage would have been more astonishing if I had had 
at my disposal such ships as I required. But these great and marvellous 
results are not to be attributed to any merit of mine, but to the holy Christian 
faith and to the piety and religion of our sovereigns; for that which the 
unaided intellect of man could not compass, the spirit of God had granted 
to human exertions, for God is wont to hear the prayers of his servants who 
love his precepts even to the performance of apparent impossibilities. Tlius 
it has happened to me in the present instance, who have accomplished a task 
to which the powers of mortal men have never hitherto attainea; for if there 
have been those who have anywhere written or spoken of these islands, they 
have done so with doubts and conjectures, and no one has ever asserted that 
he has seen them, on which account their writings have been looked upon as 
little else than fables. 

Therefore, let the king and queen, our princes, and their happy kingdoms, 
and all the other provinces of Christendom, render thanks to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who has granted us so great a victory and such pros- 
perity. Let processions be made and sacred feasts be held, and the temples 
be adorned with festive boughs. Let Christ rejoice on earth, as he rejoices in 
heaven, in the prospect of the salvation of the souls of so many nations 
hitherto lost. Let us all rejoice, as well on account of the exaltation of our 
faith as on account of the increase of our temporal prosperity, of which not 
only Spain but all Christendom will be partakers. 

Such are the events which I have Driefly described. Farewell. 

Lisbon, the 14th of March. Christopher Columbus, 

Admiral of the Fleet of the Ocean.”' 

THE RETURN OP COLUMBUS (1493 A.D.) 

In pursuit of Cathay and Cipango, Columbus prosecuted his researches 
until he discovered Cuba. The interpreters whom he had brought from San 
Salvador learned here that some gold was found in Cuba, but that it was 
much more abundant in another country farther to the east. The prospect 
of obtaining gold inflamed the cupidity of the Spaniards, and Alonzo Pinzon, 
the commander of the PinUi, which was the best sailer in the fleet, wishing 
to arrive first at the land where the precious met|l abounded, crowded all 
sail, and was soon out of sight. 

On the 5th of December Columbus, with the remaining ships, sailed from 
the eastern point of Cuba, and soon arrived at the rich country of which he 
had l^eived such a glowing description. It was called by the natives Haiti; 
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Columbus {as we have seen from his letter], gave it the name of Hispaniola. 
They anchored first at Port St. Nicholas, and shortly after at a little aistance 
from Cape Francois. Guanacanagari, the prince of the country, or cacique, 
as he was called by his people, received Columbus with much kindness, and 
in return was treated by him with great distinction. They contracted a 
friendship, which continued ever afterwards undiminished. He was loaded 
with ornaments of gold, which he informed the Spaniards came from a 
country farther to the east, called Clbao. Columbus, deceived by the resem- 
blance of the names, believed at first that it was Cipango; but he afterwards 
learned that Cibao was the name of a mountain in the centre of the island. 

The fleet now proceeded to the east, for the purpose of approaching the 
gold mines of Cibao. On the night of the 24th of December Columbus’ ves- 
sel, the Santa Maria, struck upon a reef, and he was compelled to abandon 
her, and take refuge with his crew on board the Nma. The cacique and his 
people assisted the Spaniards in saving their effects, and consented to their 
erecting a fort with the timber of the wreck. It was named La Navidad, 
and garrisoned with thirty-eight men, the first colony in Spanish America. 
The admiral left provisions in the fort [as we have seen from his letter], 
articles to barter with the natives, and whatever was necessary for its defence. 
He then took leave of the friendly cacique, with the promise to return soon. 

On the 4th of January, 1493, Columbus set sail, proceeding a little to the 
east, in order to complete the examination of the north coast of the island, 
and on his way met the Pinta, near Monte Christo. He affected to be satis- 
fied with the excuses made by Alonzo Pinzon to explain his parting company. 

At length, on the 16th, the two ships directed their course for Spain. 
The weather was favourable at the commencement of the voyage; but heavy 
gales came on when the ships were near the Azores, and the Pinta was a 
second time lost sight of. The admiral’s vessel was in such imminent danger 
that he despaired of ever reaching land. He was fearful thoi the knowledge 
of his discovery would perish with him; and to prevent this he wrote a brief 
account of his voyage on two leaves of'^])archment, and put each of these 
leaves into a tight cask. One of these casks was thrown overboard imme- 
diately; the other was allowed to remain on deck to await the foundering 
of the vessel. But the storm subsided. They arrived at the Azores on the 
15th of February.?/ 

Febrftery 24th Columbus resumed his course, but was again assailed by 
such stress of weather that he feared the supreme irony of perishing in the 
moment of his return, or, as he said, of “ being repulsed from the very door 
of the house.” On the 4th of March he reached the Portuguese coast where 
his ship was forced to take shelter in the Tagus. Here he was detained. 
He sent a courier by land to the queen of Spain and a message to the king 
of Portugal, by whom he was invited to the court at Valparaiso. So great 
was the jealousy of the Portuguese at the discovery which placed their pre- 
viously unrivalled achievements in the second rank, that, it is said, the mon- 
arch was advised to have Columbus assassinated and to send a fleet to occupy 
his discoveries. The king disdained such baseness, however, and Columbus 
was allowed to sail on the 13th of March, arriving at Palos at noon of the 
15th, after an absence of about seven months and a half./> 

IRVING'S PICTURE OF COLUMBUS’ TRIUMPH 

The triumphant return of Columbus was a prodigious event in the history 
of the little port of Paloe, where everybody was more or less interested in the 
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fate of his expedition. The most important and wealthy sea captains of 
the place had engag^ in it, and scarcely a family but had some relative or 
friend among the navigators. The departure of the ships upon what appeared 
a chimerical and .desperate cruise had spread gloom ana dismay over the 
place, and the storms which had raged throughout the winter had heiglitened 
the public despondency. Many lamented their friends as lost, while imagina- 
tion lent mysterious horrors to their fate, picturing them as driven about 
over wild and desert wastes of water without a shore, or as perishing amidst 
rocks, and' quicksands, and whirlpools, or a prey to those monsters of the 
deep with which credulity peopled every distant and unfreciuented sea. 
There was something more awful in such a mysterious fate than in death 
itself, under any defined and ordinary form. 

Great was the agitation of the inhabitants, therefore, when they beheld 
one of the ships standing up the river; but when they learned that she 
returned in triumph from the discovery of a world, the whole community 
broke forth into transports of joy. The bells were rung, the shops shut, all 
business was suspended; for a time there was nothing but hurry and tumult. 
Wien Columbus landed the multitude thronged to see and welcome him, and 
a grand procession was formed to the principal church, to return thanks to 
God for so signal a discovery made by the people of that place — forgetting, 
in their exultation, the thousand difficulties they had thrown in the way of 
the enterprise. Wherever Columbus passed he was hailed with shouts and 
acclamations. What a contrast to his departure a few months before, fol- 
lowed by murmurs and execrations; or, rather, what a contrast to liis first 
arrival at Palos, a poor pedestrian, craving bread and water for his child at 
the gate of a convent! 

Understanding that the court was at Barcelona, he felt disposed to pro- 
ceed thither immediately in his caravel; reflecting, however, on the dangers 
and disasters he had already experienced on the seas, he resolved to proceed 
by land. He despatched a letter to the king and queen, informing them of 
his arrival, and soon after departeef for Seville to await their orders, taking 
with him six of the natives whom he had brought from the New World. 
One had died at sea, and three were left ill at Palos. 

It is a singular coincidence, which appears to be well authenticated, that 
on the very evening of the arrival of Columbus at Palos, and while the peals 
of triumph were still ringing from its towers, the Pintny commanded by 
Martin Alonzo Pinzon, likewise entered the river. After her separation from 
the admiral in the storm she had been driven before the gale into the bay of 
Biscay, and had made the port of Bayonne. Doubting whether Columbus 
had survived the temj)est, Pinzon had immediately written to the sovereigns, 
giving information of the discovery he had made, and had requested per- 
mission to come to court and communicate the particulars in person. As 
soon as the weather permitted, he had again set sail, anticipating a trium- 
phant reception in his native port of Palos. When, on entering the harbour, 
he beheld the vessel of the admiral riding at anchor, and learned the enthu- 
siasm with which he had been received, the heart of Pinzon died within him. 
It is said that he feared to meet Columbus in this hour of his triumph, lest 
he should put him under arrest for his desertion on the coast of Cuba; but he 
was a man of too much resolution to indulge in such lefear. It is more prob- 
able that a consciousness of his misconduct made him unwilling to appear 
before the public in the midst of their enthusiasm for Columbus, and perhaps 
he sickened at the honours heaped upon a man whose superioritv he had 
been so unwilling to acknowledge. Getting into his boat, therefore, he landed 
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privately^ and kept out of sight until he heard of the admiral’s departure. 
He then returned to his home, broken in health and deeply dejected, con- 
sidering all the honours and eulogiums heaped upon Columbus as so many 
reproaches on himself. The reply of the sovereigns to his letter at length 
arrived. It was of a reproachful tenor, and forbade his appearance at court. 
This letter completed his humiliation; the anguish of his feelings gave viru- 
lence to his bodily malady, and in a few days he died, a victim to deep 
chagrin. 

Let no one, however, indulge in harsh censures over the grave of Pinzon! 
His merits and services are entitled to the highest praise; his errors should 
be regarded with indulgence. He was one of the foremost in Spain to appre- 
ciate the project of Columbus, animating him by his concurrence, and aiding 
him with his purse when poor and unknown at Palos. He afterwards enabled 
him to procure and fit out ships when even the mandates of the sovereigns 
were ineffectual, and finally embarked in the expedition with his brothers 
and his friends, staking life, property, everything, upon the event. He thus 
entitled himself to participate largely in the glory of this immortal enter- 
prise; but unfortunately, forgetting for a moment the grandeur of the cause, 
and the implicit obedience due to his commander, he yielded to the incite- 
ments of self-interest, and committed that act of insubordination which has 
cast a shade upon his name. His story shows how one lapse from duty may 
counterbalance the merits of a thousand services; how one moment of weak- 
ness may mar the beauty of a whole life of virtue; and how important it is 
for a man, under all circumstances, to be true, not merely to others, but to 
himself. 

After a lapse of years the descendants of the Pinzons made strenuous 
representations to the crown of the merits and services of their family, 
endeavouring to prove, among other things, that but for the aid and encour-- 
agement of Martin Alonzo and his brothers, Columbus would jjiever have made 
his discovery. Some of the testimony rendered on this and another occa- 
sion was rather extravagant and absurd. The emperor Charles V, however, 
taking into consideration the real services of the brothers in the first voyage, 
and the subsequent expeditions and discoveries of that able and intrepid 
navigator Vincente Yanez Pinzon, granted to the family the well-merited rank 
and privileges of hidahjuia, a degree of nobility which constituted them 
noble hiclalgos, with the right of prefixing the title Don to their names. A 
coat-of-arms was also given them, emblematical of their services as discov- 
erers. These privileges and arms are carefully preserved by the family at 
the present day. 

The letter of Columbus to the Spanish monarchs had produced the greatest 
sensation at court. The event he announced was consiaered the most extra- 
ordinary of their prosperous reign, and following so close upon the conquest 
of Granada, was pronounced a signal mark of divine favour for that triumph 
achieved in the cause of the true faith. The sovereigns themselves were for 
a time dazzled by this sudden and easy acquisition of a new empire, of indefi- 
nite extent, and apparently boundless wealth; and their first idea was to 
secure it beyond the reach of dispute. Shortly after his arrival in Seville, 
Columbus received a letter from them expressing their great delight, and 
requesting him to repai.- immediately to court, to concert plans for a second 
and more extensive expedition. This letter was addressed to him by the title 
“ Don Christopher Columbus, our admiral of the Ocean sea, and viceroy and 
governor of the islands discovered in the Indies”; at the same time he was 
promised still further rewards. Columbus lost no time in complying with 
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the commands of the sovereims. He sent a memorandum of the ships, men, 
and munitions requisite, and having made such dis[)ositions at Seville aa 
circumstances permitted, set out for Barcelona, taking with him the six 
Indians and the various curiosities and productions brought from the New 
World. 

The fame of his discoverv had resounded throughout the nation, and as 
his route lay through several of the finest and most populous provinces of 
Spain, his journey appeared like the progress of a sovereign, merever he 
passed, the country poured forth its inhabitants, who lined the road and 
thronged the villages. The streets, windows, and balconies of the towns 
were filled with eager spectators, who rent the air with acclamations. His 
journey was continually impeded by the multitude pressing to gain a sight 
of him and of the Indians, who were regarded with as much astonishment as 
if they had been natives of another planet. It was impossible to satisfy the 
craving curiosity which assailed him and his attendants at every stage with 
innumerable questions; popular rumour, as usual, had exaggerated the truth, 
and had filled the newly found countrv with all kinds of wonders. 

About the middle of April Columbus arrived at Barcelona, where every 
preparation had been made to give him a solemn and magnificent reception. 
The beauty and serenity of the weather in that genial season and favoured 
climate contributed to give s])lendour to this memorable ceremony. As he 
drew near the place, many of the youthful courtiers and hidalgos, together 
with a vast concourse of the populace, came forth to meet and welcome him. 
His entrance into this noble city has been compared to one of those triumphs 
which the Romans were accustomed to decree to conquerors. First were 
paraded the Indians, painted according to their savage fashion, and decora- 
ted with their national ornaments of gold. After these were borne various 
kinds of live parrots, together with stuffed birds and animals of unknown 
species, and rare plants supposed to be of precious qualities; while great 
care was taken to make a conspicuous display of Indian coronets, bracelets, 
and other decorations of gold, whi6h might give an idea of the wealth of the 
newly discovered regions. After this followed Columbus on horseback, sur- 
rounded by a brilliant cavalcade of Spanish chivalry. The streets were 
almost impassable from the countless multitude; the windows and balconies 
were crowded with the fair; the very roofs were covered with sjjectators. 
It seemed as if the public eye could not be sated with gazing^n these 
trophies of an unknown world, or on the remarkable man by whom it had 
been discovered. There was a sublimity in this event that mingled a solemn 
feeling with the public joy. It was looked upon as a vast and signal dis- 
pensation of Providence in reward for the piety of the monarchs; and the 
majestic and venerable appearance of the discoverer, so different from the 
youth and buoyancy generally expected from roving enterprise, seemed in 
harmony with the grandeur and dignity of his achievement. 

To receive him with suitable pomp and distinction, the sovereims had 
ordered their throne to be placed in public under a rich canopy of orocade 
of gold, in a vast and splendid saloon. Here the king and queen awaited his 
arrival, seated in state, with the prince Juan beside them, and attended by 
the dignitaries of their court, and the principal nobility of Castile, Valentia, 
Catalonia, and Arragon, all impatient to behold the man who had conferred so 
incalculable a benefit upon the nation. At length Columbus entered the hall, 
surrounded by a brilliant crowd of cavaliers, among whom, says Las Casas,**** 
he was conspicuous for his stately and commanding person, which witii 
his countenance, rendered venerable by his gray hairs, gave him the august 
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appearance of a senator of Rome. As Columbus approached, the sovereigns 
rose, as if receiving a person of the highest rank. BencUng his knees, he 
offered to kiss their hands; but there was some hesitation on their part to 
permit this act of homage. Raising him in the most gracious manner, they 
ordered him to seat himself in their presence, a rare honour in this proud and 
punctilious court. 

At their reauest he now gave an account of the most striking events of 
his voyage, and a description of the islands discovered. He displayed speci- 
mens of unknown birds, and other animals; of rare plants of medicinal and 
aromatic virtues; of native gold in dust, in crude masses, or laboured into 
barbaric ornaments; and, above all, the natives of these countries, who were 
objects of intense and inexhaustible interest. All these he pronounced mere 
harbingers of greater discoveries yet to be made, which would add realms of 
incalculable wealth to the dominions of their majesties, and whole nations of 
proselytes to the true faith. 

A^en he had finished, the sovereigns sank on their knees, and raising 
their clasped hands to heaven, their eyes filled with tears of joy and grati- 
tude, poured forth thanks and praises to God for so great a providence: all 
present followed their example; a deep and solemn enthusiasm pervaded 
that splendid assembly, and prevented all common acclamations of triumph. 
The anthem Te Deum Laudamus, chanted by the choir of the royal chapel, 
with the accompaniment of instruments, rose in full body of sacred harmony, 
bearing up, as it were, the feelings and thoughts of the auditors to heaven, 
“ so that,^’ says the venerable Las Casas, it seemed as if in that hour they 
communicated with celestial delights.” Such was the solemn and pious man- 
ner in which the brilliant court of Spain celebrated this sublime event; offer- 
ing up a grateful tribute of melody and praise, and giving glory to God for 
the discovery of another world. When Columbus retired from the royal 
presence he was attended to his residence by all the court, and^followed by the 
shouting populace. For many days he was the object of universal curiosity, 
and wherever he appeared was surrounded by an admiring multitude. 

While his mind was teeming with glorious anticipations, hb pious scheme 
for the deliverance of the Holy Sepulchre was not forgotten. It has been 
shown that he suggested it to the Spanish sovereigns at the time of first 
making his propositions, holding it forth as the great object to be effected 
by the profits of his discoveries. Flushed with the idea of the vast wealth 
now to accrue to himself, he made a vow to furnish within seven years an 
army, consisting of four thousand horse and fifty thousand foot, for the 
rescue of the Holy Sepulchre, and a similar force within the five following 
years. This vow was recorded in one of his letters to the sovereigns, to 
which he refers, but which is no longer extant; nor is it certain whether it 
was made at the end of his first voyage or at a subsequent date, when the 
magnitude and wealthy result of his discoveries became more fully mani- 
ieat He often alludes to it vaguely in his writings, and he refers to it 
expressly in a letter to Pope Alexander VI, written in 1502, in which he 
accounts also for its non-fulfilment. It is essential to a full comprehension 
of the character and motives of Columbus that this visional^ project should 
be home in recollection. It will be found to have entwined iti^lf in his mind 
with h» enterprise of diaeovery, and that a holy crusade was to be the con- 
Bumiaatiofi of those divine purposes, for which he considered himself selected 
by hesTtti as an agent, it shows how much his mind was ^vated above 
selfish and meieenaiy views — how it was filled with those devout and 
heron wbame wUdi m the time of the crusades had mflfimed the thoughts 
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and diwrtad tba aaferpnim of fho bravest warriors and most IDuMous 
princes^ 

The joy oeoariosod fay the greet dkeovery of OolundMi was not conSned 
to Spain; the tidmgs were Spread far and wide by thd oottcatmioationB of 
ambeseadors; the correspondence of the learned, the ne|pliatioiis of mer- 
chants, and the reports of travellers, and the whole civiliya world waa filled 
with wonder and delight. How Ratifying would it have been, had the proas 
at that time, as at present, pour^ forth its daily tide of speculation cm every 
passing occurrence! With what eagerness should we seek to know the first 
meas and emotions of the public on an event so unlooked for and sublime! 
Even the first announcements of it by contemporary writers, though brief 
and incidental, derive interest from being written at the time; and from 
showing the casual way in which such great tidings were conveyed about the 
world. Allegretto Allemtti,«« in his annals of Sienna for 1403, mentions it 
as just made known there by the letters of their merchants who Vere in 
Spain, and by the mouths of various travellers. The news was brought to 
Genoa by the return of her ambassadors, Francisco Marchesi and Giovanni 
Antonio Grimaldi, and was recorded among the triumphant events of the 
year: for the republic, though she may have slighted the opportunity of 
making herself mistress of the discovery, has ever since been tenacious of the 
glo^ of having given birth to the discoverer. The tidings were soon carried 
to England, which as yet was but a maritime power of inferior importance 
They caused, however, much wonder in London, and great talk ana admira- 
tion in the court of Henry VII, where the discovery was pronounced “a 
thing more divine than human.” We have this [as quoted from memory by 
Ramusio «] on the authority of Sebastian Cabot himself, the future disooy^ 
erer of tlie northern continent of America, who was m London a4 the time, 
and was inspired by the event with a generous spirit of emulation. 

Every member of civilised society, in fact, rejoiced in the occurrence/ ts 
one m which he was more or less interested. To some it opened a new ‘find 
unbounded field of inquiry; to otiiers of enterprise; and everyone aweiM 
with intense eagerness the further development of this unknown world, St3l 
covered with mystery, the partial glimpses of which were so full of wonder. 
We have a brief testimony of the emotions of the learned in a letter, written 
at the time, by Peter Martyr to his friend Pomponius Lsetus. “You tdl 
me, my amiable Pomponius,” he writes, “ that you leaped for joy^nd that 
your delight was mingled with tears, when you read my epistle, certifying to 
you the hitherto hidden world of the antipodes. You have felt and acted as 
became a man eminent for learning, for 1 can conceive no aliment more 
del^ious than such tidings to a cultivated and ingenuous mind. 1 feet a 
wo^er^l exultation of spirits when I converse with intelligent men wfao 
faave returned from these remons. It is like an accession of weall^ to a 
miser. Our minds, soiled and debased by the common concerns of life and 
thh vices of society, b^ome elevated and ameliorated by contemplating such 
glorious events.” 

Notwithstanding this universal enthusiasm, however, no one was aware 
of the real importance of the discovery. No one had an idea that this was 
a totally distinct portion of the globe, separated by oceans from the ancient 
w(H‘ld. The opinion of Columbus was universally adop^, that Cuba was 
the and of the Asiatic continent, and that the adjacent islands were in the 
Indian seas. This agreed with the opinions of the ancients, about the mod- 
erate distance from Spain to the extremity of India, sailing westwardly. 
parrots were aJro thought to resemble those described by Pliny, as abounding 
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in the teoiote parts of Asia. The lands, therefore, which Golmohus had 
visited were called the West Indies; and as he seem^ to have entered upon 
a vast region of unexplored countries, existing in a state of nature, the whole 
received the comprehensive appellation of the New World. 

During the whole of his sojourn at Barcelona, the sovereigns took every 
occasion to bestow on Columbus personal marks of their high consideration. 
He was admitt^ at all times to the royal presence, and the queen delighted 
to converse with him on the subject of his enterprises. The king, too, 
appeared occasionally on horseback, with Prince Juan on one side, and 
dolumbus on the other. To perpetuate in his family the glory of his achieve- 
ment, a coat-of-arms was assigned him, in which the royal arms, the castle 
and lion, were quartered with his proper bearings, which were a group of 
islands surrounded by waves. To these arms was afterwards annexed the 
motto: 

A Caatilla y d Leon, 

Nvevo mundo dio Colon» 

(To Castile and Leon 
Columbus gave a new world.) 

The pension which had been decreed by the sovereigns to him who in the 
first voyage should discover land, was adjudged to Columbus, for having 
first seen the light on the shore. It is said that the seaman who first descried 
the land was so incensed at being disappointed of what he conceived his 
merited reward, that he renounced his country and his faith, and going into 
Africa, turned Mussulman; an anecdote which rests merely on the authority 
of Oviedo, who is extremely incorrect in his narration of this voyage, and 
inserts many falsehoods told him by the enemies of the admiral. 

It may, at first sight, appear but little accordant with the acknowledged 
m^nanimity of Columbus, to have borne away the prize from this poor 
sailor, but this was a subject in which his whole ambition wgfh involved, and 
he was doubtless proud of the honour o^ being personally the discoverer of 
the land as well as projector of the enterprise. 

Thus honored by the sovereigns, courted by the great, idolised by the 
people, Columbus, for a time, drank the honeyed draught of popularity, 
before enmity and detraction had time to drug it with bitterness. His dis- 
covery l^irst with such splendour upon the world as to dazzle envy itself, 
and to call forth the general acclamations of mankind. Well would it be 
for the honour of human nature, could history, like romance, close with the 
consummation of the hero’s wishes; we should then leave Columbus in the 
full fruition of great and well-merited prosperity. But his history is des- 
tined to furnish another proof, if proof be wanting, of the inconstancy of 
public favour, even when won bv distinguished services. No greatness was 
ever acquired by more incontestable, unalloyed, and exalted benefits rendered 
to mankind, yet none ever drew on its possessor more unremitting jealousy 
and defamation, or involved him in more unmerited distress and difi&culty.^ 

FURTHER VOYAGES AND DEATH OF COLUMBUS (1493-1506 A.D.) 

Loaded with caresses, commendations, and honours, soon after Colupbus 
re-embarked from Cadiz, September 25th, 1493, with seventeen sail, to 
make new discoveries and to establish colonies. He arrived at Hispaniola 
November 3rd, with twelve hundred men, soldiers, artificers, and mission- 
aries, with provisions for their subsistence, with the seeds of all the plants 
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that wm thou^t Hkelv to thnve in this hot and damp elimatei and with 
the domestic animitis of the old hemisphere, of which there was not one in 
the new. Oolumbos found nothing but ruins and carcasses upon the spot 
where he had left fortifications aha Spaniards. These ptun^eien had occa- 
sioned their own destruction by their haughty, licentious, and tyrannical 
behaviour. Columbus had the address to persuade his men, who were eager 
to glut their vengeance upon the natives, that it was good policy to postpone 
th^r revenge to another time. A fort, honoured with the name of Isabella, 
was now constructed on the borders of the ocean; and that of St. Thomas 
was erected on the mountains of Cibao, where the islanders gathered from 
the torrents the greatest part of the gold they used for their ornaments, and 
where the conquerors intended to open mines. 

While these works were going on, the provisions that had been brought 
from Europe had been either consumed or were sooilt. The colony had 
received nothing to supply the deficiency; and soldiers, or sailors, neither 
possessed the leisure, knowledge, nor inclination to produce fresh articles 
of subsistence. It became necessary to have recourse to the natives of the 
country, who, cultivating but little, were unable to maintain strangers, even 
though they were the most moderate persons of the old hemisphere, for 
they yet consumed, each of them, as much as would have been sufficient for 
several Indians. These unfortunate people gave up all they had, and still 
more was reguired. Such continued exactions produced an alteration in their 
character, which was naturally timid; and all the caciques, except Guana-> 
canagari, who had first received the Spaniards in his dominions, resolved to 
unite their forces, in order to break a yoke which was becoming every day 
more intolerable. 

Columbus desisted from pursuing his discoveries, in order to prepare 
against this unexpected danger. Although two-thirds of his followers had 
been hurried to the grave by hardships, by the climate, and by debauchery; 
although sickness prevented many of those who had escaped these terrible 
scourges from joining him; and although he could not muster more than 
two hundred infantry and twenty horse to face the enemv, yet this extra- 
ordinary man was not afraid of attacking an army, assembled in the plains 
of Vega Real. 

The unhappy islanders were, in fact, conquered before the action began. 
They considered the Spaniards as beings of a superior order; theii^admira- 
tion, respect, and fear were increased by the European armour; and the 
sight of the cavalry, in particular, astonished them beyond measure. Many 
of them were simple enough to believe that the man and the horse were but 
one animal, or a kind of deity. Had their courage even been proof against 
these impressions of terror, they could have made but a faint resistance. 
The cannonading, the pikes, and a discipline to which they were strangers 
must have easily dispersed them. They fled on all sides. To punish them 
for their rebellion, as it was called, every Indian above fourteen years of age 
was subjected to a tribute in gold or in cotton, according to the district in 
which he lived. 

This regulation, which required assiduous labour, appeared the greatest 
of evils to a people who were not used to constant employment. The desire 
of getting rid of their oppressors, therefore, became their ruling passion. As 
they entertained no further hope of being able to Ixpel them by force, the 
idea occurred to them, in 1496, of reducing them by famine. In this view 
they sowed no Inore maize, they pulled up the cassava roots that were already 
planted, and fled for refuge to the mountains. 
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Dee^rate resolutions are seldom attended with success; accordingly, that 
which tne Indians had taken proved fatal to them. The products of rude 
and uncultivated nature were not sufficient for their support, as they had 
inconsiderately e;iLpected they would be; and their asylum, however difficult 
of access, was not a security from the pursuit of their incensed t 3 rTaats, who, 
during this total privation of Ideal resources, accidentally received some pro- 
visions from the mother country. The rage of the Spaniards was excited to 
such a degree that they trained up dogs to hunt and devour these unhappy 
men; and it has even been said that some of the Castilians had made a vow 
to massacre twelve Indians every day in honour of the twelve apostles. Before 
this event the island was reckoned to contain a million of inhabitants. A 
third part of this considerable population perished in these campaigns, by 
fatigue, hunger, and the sword. 

Scarcely had the remnant of these unfortunate people, who had escaped 
so many disasters, returned to their habitations, where calamities of another 
kind were preparing for them, when divisions arose among their persecutors. 
The removal of the capital of the colony from the north to the south, from 
Isabella to Santo Domingo, might possibly furnish a pretence for some com- 
plaints; but the dissensions had their chief origin in indulged passions, raised 
to an uncommon degree of fermentation beneath a burning sky, and not 
sufficiently restrained by an authority imperfectly established. When the 
business was to dethrone a cacique, to plunder a district, or extermine a vil- 
lage, the commands of the brother of Columbus, or of his representative, 
were ’‘readily obeyed. After sharing the booty, insubordination followed; 
and mutual jealousies and animosities became their sole occupation. The 
Spaniards at length took up arms against each other, and war was openly 
dklared. 

During the course of these divisions, Columbus was in Spain, whither he 
had returned in June, 1496, in order to answer the accusations that were 
incessantlv renewed against him. The recital of the gretft actions he had 
performed and the exposition of the useful plans he meant to carry into 
execution easily regained him the confidence of Isabella. Ferdinand himself 
began to be a little reconciled to the idea of distant voyages. The plan of a 
regular form of government was traced, which was first to be tried at San 
Domingo, and afterwards adopted, with such alterations as experience might 
show t^be necessary, in the several settlements, which in process of time 
might be founded in the other hemisphere. Men skilled in the working of 
mines were carefully selected, and the government agreed to pay and main- 
tain them for several years. 

On the 30th of May, 1498, Columbus sailed on his third voyage, wj^h six 
ships. He touched at the Canaries, and despatched from thence three of his 
squadron direct to Hispaniola. With the other three he steered toward the 
Cipe Verd islands. Taking his departure from this point he held a south- 
westerly course till he came within five degrees of the equator, where the 
heat of the air burst the wine-pipes and water-casks, and caused the crews 
to fear that the ships would be burned. After eight days of calm weather 
and intolerable heat, the air became a little cooler, and on the 31st of July 
they discovered Imid, which proved to be the island of Trinidad, at the mouth 
of the Orinoco. Proceeding along the shore, he obtained a sight of some of 
the natives, who proved very hostile, and discharged showers of arrows at 
the ships. They nad shields, the first defensive armour the Spaniards had 
seen in the New World. Columbus sailed through the gulf lying between 
Trinidad and the mouth of the Orinoco, struck with amazement at the moun- 
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tainous billows which that great stream rolls into the ocean. On the coast 
of Paria they saw more of the nativeSi and held friendly intercourse with 
them. They offered the Spaniards provimons and a sort of wine. Consider- 
able gold was discovered, and the natives directed them to a pearl fishery. 
From this coast they steered to Hispaniola. This was the voyage in whiw 
the Spaniards first saw the main land of America. The continent of North 
America had been discovered in June of the preceding year by John Cabot. 

The third visit of Columbus succeeded no better than the preceding in 
securing good order and prosperity in the colony. The form of government 
projected in Spain had not the desired effect — that of establishing a peace- 
able community. The people thought differently from their sovereigns. 
Time, which brings on reflection when the first transports of enthusiasm are 
pas^, had abated the desire, originally so ardent, of going to the New 
World. Its gold was no longer an object of irresistible temptation. On the 
contrary, the livid complexions of the Spaniards who returned home; the 
accounts of the insalubrity of the climate; of the numbers who had lost 
their lives, and the hardships they had undergone from the scarcity of pro- 
visions; an imwillingness to be under the command of a foreigner, the sever- 
ity of whose discipline was generally censured; and perhaps the jealousy that 
was entertained of his growing reputation; all these reasons contributed to 
produce an insuperable prejudice against Santo Domingo in the subjects of the 
crown of Castile, the only Spaniards who, till the year 1593, were allowed to 
embark for that island. 

The malefactors who accompanied Columbus, in conjunction with the Plun- 
derers that infested Santo Domingo, formed one of the most unnatural kinds 
of society that had ever appeared upon the globe. Their mutual coalition 
enabled them to set all authority at defiance; and the impossibility of sub- 
duing them, made it necessary to resort to negotiation. Many attempts were 
made in vain. At length, in 1499, it was proposed that, to the lands which 
every Spaniard received, a certain number of islanders should be annexed, 
whose time and labour should be devoted to masters destitute alike of human- 
ity and prudence. This act of weakness on the part of the government 
restored apparent tranquillity to the colony, but without gaming for Colum- 
bus the affection of those who profited by it. The complaints made against 
him grew more loud and violent, and ere long proved effectual. 

This extraordinary man purchased upon very hard terms the famt which 
his genius and industry had procured him. His life exhibited a perpetual 
series of brilliant successes and deep misfortunes. He was continually exposed 
to the cabals, calumnies, and ingratitude of individuals; and obliged at the 
same time to submit to the caprices of a haughty and turbulent court, which 
by turns rewarded or punished — now mortified him by the most humiliating 
disgrace, and now restored him to its confidence. 

The prejudice entertained by the Spanish ministry against the author of 
the greatest discovery the world had yet seen, grew to such a pitch, that an 
arbitrator was sent to the colonies to decide between Columbus and his 
soldiers. Bobadilla, the most ambitious, self-interested, unjust, and violent 
man that had yet visited the New World, arrived at Santo Domingo in 1500: 
he deprived the admiral of his property, his honours and his command, and 
sent him to Spain in irons. Surprise and indignation were everywhere excited 
by this act of atrocious ingratitude; and Ferdinand ana Isabella, overwhelmed 
with shame by the expression of the public feelings, ordered the fetters of 
Columbus to be* immediately taken on. They also recalled, with real or 
feigned resentment, the wretch Bobadilla, who had so infamously abused his 
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authority. But to their disgrace it must be added that this was all the 
reparation made to Columbus for so atrocious an insult. 

To crown the ingratitude of the Spanish court, they constantlv resisted 
the petitions and applications of Columbus to be reinstated in his office. 
The reason alleged for this unkingly breach of faith was the great value and 
importance of the discoveries of CSolumbus, which would render the reward 
too magnificent! After a fruitless attendance at court for two years, he gave 
up his solicitations, and requested merely to be sent upon a fourth voyage. 
Ferdinand and Isabella, eager to get rid of a man whose presence was a 
reproach to them, granted his request with alacrity. Four small vessels were 
provided for him; and the discoverer of the western world, broken down by 
age, fatigues and mortification, set sail once more from Cadiz on May 9, 1502. 
His design was to proceed west, beyond the newly discovered continent, and 
to circumnavigate the globe. On reaching Hispaniola he found a fleet of 
eighteen ships ready to depart for Spain. Columbus was refused admission 
into the harbour of Santo Domingo, although his vessel was unseaworthy. His 
knowledge of these regions enabled him to perceive signs of an approaching 
hurricane. Although the governor, Ovando, had refused him a shelter in 
the -harbour, Columbus warned him of the approaching danger; but his 
warning was disregarded; the fleet put to sea; and the ensuing night they 
were assailed by a furious hurricane, and the whole fleet, except three ships, 
went to the bottom. In this wreck perished the malignant Bobadilla, 
together with the greater part of the men who had been most active in per- 
secuting Columbus and oppressing the Indians. The treasure lost in the 
ships surpassed the value of two hundred thousand dollars. 

Columbus, by his prudent precautions, escaped the danger, and departed 
for the continent. He proceeaed along the coast from the eastern point of 
Honduras to the isthmus of Darien, searching in vain for a passage to the 
South Sea. Attracted by the appearance of gold, he attempted to form a 
settlement at the river Belem, in Veragua; but the natives, a more hardy 
and warlike race than the islanders, killed many of the settlers and drove the 
remn0.nt away. This unexpected repulse was followed by a long train of 
disasters. Storms, hurricanes, terrible thunder and lightning, and all the 
calamities that can befall the explorers of an unknown sea, kept Columbus 
in a continual state of anxiety and suffering. At last he was shipwrecked on 
the coast of Jamaica. No settlement had been made here, and Columbus 
despatched a few of his men in Indian canoes to Hispaniola for relief. The 
insolent Ovando, from a mean jealousy of the great discoverer, delayed to 
grant him any assistance. Columbus remained in Jamaica, perpetually 
harassed by the mutinous conduct of his men. The natives, tired of the 
long stay of the Spaniards in their island, intercepted their supplies of pro- 
visions. Columbus, however, intimidated them by an artifice. An eclipse 
was at hand; he assembled the chief Indians, and informed them that the 
Great Spirit was angry at their behaviour toward their visitors, and on that 
night the moon would be turned blood-red. They listened with incredulity, 
but when the moon began to change her hue they were all struck with terror. 
They loaded themselves with provisions, and brought them to Columbus, 
entreating him to intercede with the Deity in their behalf. From that time 
their superstitious apprehensions kept them in implicit obedience to the 
Spaniard. 

After about a year’s detention on the island, three vessels came to their 
relief, and the crews passed over to Hispaniola, where th*e once arrogant 
Ovando received his ^tinguished visitor with fawning sycophancy, and 
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affected to treat him with every mark of honour and esteem. B]b eomf^i- 
sanoe, however, went no further than outward show. Gohimbus, finding no 
means of prosecuting his enterprise in this part of the world, returns to 
Spain, ^ptember 12th, 1504, where his miseries were crowned by the intelli- 
gence of the death of Isabella, whose favour and protection he had always 
considered his last resource. This was a blow from which he never recov- 
ered. Overwhelmed with calamities, disgusted with the ingratitude of those 
whom he had faithfully and successfully served, declining in age, and broken 
in health, he lingered a few years longer in poverty and neglect, making from 
time to time a fruitless appeal to the honour and justice of those who had 
given him chains for a crown, a prison for a world ” ; and finally closed 
his life at Valladolid, May 20th, 1506, in the 59th year of his age. 

Such was the end of this remarkable man, who, to the astonishment of 
Europe, added a fourth part to the earth, or rather half a world to this globe, 
which had been so long desolate and so little known. It might reasonably be 
expected that public gratitude would have given the name of this intrepid 
seaman to the new hemisphere, the first discovery of which was owing to nis 
enterprising genius. This was the smallest homage of respect that could be 
paid to his memory; but either through envy, inattention, or the caprice of 
fortune even in the distribution of fame, this honour was reserved for a 
Florentine adventurer, who did nothing more than follow the footsteps of a 
man whose name ought to stand foremost in the list of great characters.*^® 




CHAPTER II 

THE ARMY OF EXPLORERS 


Sometimes m Wagner s musical dramas tbe introduction of a few 
notes from some leading melody foretells the inevitable catastiophe 
toward which the action is mo\ mg as hen in Lohengrin s bndal 
chamber the well known sound of the distant (irail motive steals sud 
denly upon the ear and the heart of the rapt listener is smitten with 
a sense of impending doom So in the drama of maritime discover) , 
as glimpses of new worlds were lieginnmg to regard the e^erpnsing 
crowns of Spam and Portugal fur a moment there came from the 
North a few brief notes fraught wf«h ominous portent The power 
for whom destiny had reserved the world empire of which these 
Southern nations — so noble in aim so mistaken in policy — were 
dreaming stretched forth her hand in quiet disregard of papal bulls 
and laid it upon the western shore of the ocean It was only for a 
moment, and long years were to pass before the consequences were 
developed But m truth tbe first fateful note that heralded the com 
mg English supremacy was sounded when John Cabots tin) craft 
sailed out from the Bristol channel on a bright May morning of 1407 
— John Fisks * 

It is a curious fact that most of the discoveries made concerning America 
were made mdirectly and unmtentionally Even the Norse and other tradi- 
tions say that their heroes were blown to America by storm , Columbus sought 
India and stumbled across the West Indies, John Cabot happened upon North 
Amencaand thought he had foimd the realm of the great khan of Tatary, 
Sebastian Cabot sought the Northwest Passage to Cathay and India, the 
Portuguese Cortereal came for slaves, the French flocked to the cod-fishenes 
of Newfoundland as early as 1525, little caring where they were 

Verrazano (whose very existence has been questioned), Cartier, and a few 
others mdeed went exploring for the sake of acquiring mformation and tern- 
tory, but these were the exceptions 

The veteran Ponce de Leon sought the Fountain of Yputh and found a 
mortal wound m Flonda Pmeda m seekmg a strait found the MisBiasippi 
Gomez was another Northwest Passager Coronado made his wonderful Anab- 
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asis in search of the seven golden cities of Cibola and found the mud huts of 
New Mexico, the plains of I^sas, and the gorge of the Colorado. Soto was 
hunting a Peru in North America and found instead of gold only nakedness, 
fever, and a secret burial in the great river which he was not even the first to 
reach. Frobisher sought the Northwest Passage and went on a fool’s errand 
to Labrador for gold. Drake circumnavigaU^d the world on a piratical cruise 
for Spanish galleons. Hudson explored the river and the bay that perpetuate 
in their names his vain hope of probing his way through the continent that 
lay like a bar across the path to India. The passage through this continent is 
yet to be made and artificially, and it can only lead as we know now into an 
ocean far wider than the Atlantic. 

It is interesting to note the division of the labour of discovery among the 
maritime nations of Europe. Tlie Norse made tlie first approaches but ^d 
not improve their opportunity ; as someone has said, “ their visit was as profit- 
able as the visit of a flock of sea-gulls.” The Portuguese began the great 
passion for discovery, and Columbus, as we have seen, spent his first ten 
years of pleading at their court before he turned to Spain. When he 
returned with his prize, Pope Alexander VI, the Borgia, in his famous bull of 
May 3rd and 4th, 1493, drew a magnificent line down through the Atlantic 
ocean and gave Portugal all the un-Christian world east of it ; Spain all that 
lay to the west. 

This demarcation restrained the enthusiasm of the ICnglish, then a Catholic 
nation, temporarily, but not long. Rapidly — for a time when there were no 
newspapers and telegraph systems to spread news — all the seafaring peoples 
of the Atlantic coast felt the impetus for exploration, and turned their prows 
and their hopes westward The Spanish took the lead in enthusiasm and in 
numbers, till, as Galvano^ said in Hakluyt’s version, ‘Hhere grew such a 
common desire of travailc among the Spanyards, that they were ready to 
leape into the sea to swim, if it had been possible, into those new-found 
parts.” Once the first voyage had been made imitation was so easy that, as 
Columbus wrote, “ Now there is not ^ man, down to the very tailors, who does 
not beg permission to be a discoverer.” 

But Italy had furnished the inspiration, through Marco Polo and Tosca- 
nelli, as well as the men, for many of the best discoveries, though she did not 
get the credit. In Genoa were bom Colombo (known to the Spanish as 
Colon) and Giovanni or Zuan Cabot (known to his English employers as John 
Cabot) though he was a naturalised citizen of Venice, whence came also Polo, 
and Cadamosto. In Florence was bom the unjustly maligned Amerigo 
Vespucci (whose name though given only to the part of the continent which 
he explored soon spread to the whole new world). Florence also lent to 
France the true discoverer of the Hudson river, Verrazano. 

To Spain belong by birth and service the brilliantly fearless and bloodily 
ruthless cohort of the brothers Pinzon, Ojeda, Solis, Cortes, Pizarro, Ponce 
de Leon, Grijalva, Cordova, Pineda, Valdivia, Coronado, Lepe, Alamagro^ 
Alvarado, La Cosa, Ayllon, Gil Gonzalez Gasca, Perrelo, and others. 

Portugal gave the world not only its splendid explorers of the East, but also. 
Cortereal; Magelahes (known to us as Magellan), who sailed under the Spanish 
flag in the most wonderful of all ocean voyages; Cabral, who gave Brazil to 
Portugal ; Gomez, de Cintra, Jacques, and Coelho. 

From France came Jean Cousin of Dieppe, who is claimed as a preceder of 
Columbus, the plucky Breton and Normandy fishermen who swarmed over 
to Newfoundland immediately after its discovery was rumoured ; Fray Marcos 
of Nice, L6ry, Cartier, Roberval, Champlain, Villegagnon, Ribaut, Laudon- 
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m4re, £a Salle, Marquette, Joliet, Gourgues, Hennepin, Fiontenac, La V4- 
rendrez. 

In return for borrowing Cabot from Italy, England lent Hudson to the 
Dutch when he rediscovered the river, but bought him back for the fatal 
bay voyage. She furnished also Frobisher, Drake, Hawkins, Gilbert, Raleigh, 
John Smith, Gosnold, Pring, Weymouth, John Davis, Willoughby, and 
William Baffin. 

Holland furnished Barents and Van Horn, while Juan de la Fuca was a 
Greek. As a final settlement of the theory that America was part of Asia, 
the Russian Guosdjeff and the Danish Bering proved in the eighteenth century 
that Asia and America were not an3rwhere joined by land. 

The rewards of the discoverers make a sad catalogue. Among those who 
died in obscurity and disgrace were Columbus, Gonzalez, and Cortes. The 
death penalty was meted out to Pinzon, Grijalva, Balboa, and Pizarro. 
Among those who perished in battle or died from the hardships of their 
career were Cordova, De Soto, Magellan, Valdura, Narvaez, Ayllon, Solis, 
Ribaut, Roberval, Gilbert, and Hudson. When Bering perished in 1741 he 
was — with the exception of those names on the still unfinished death-roll of 
Arctic exploration — the last martyr to the costly cause of the discovery of 
America. But never have lives and gold been lavished with more profit to 
pog^ty, and never have cruelty, avarice, theft, and oppression borne so 
liberally the fruit of happiness, riches, and liberty. We may now take up 
in some detail the voyages of discovery and exploration that became the most 
notable industry of the age.<* 

THE VOYAGES OF THE CABOTS 

In the new career of western adventure, the American continent was first 
discovered under the auspices of the English. In the hi|i*tory of maritime 
•ente^rise in the New World, the achievements of John and Sebastian Cabot 
are, in boldness, success, and results, second only to those of Columbus. The 
wars of the houses of York and Lancaster had ceased; tranquillity and 
thrifty industry had been restored by the prudent severity of Henry VII; the 
.spirit of commercial activity began to be successfully fostered; and the marts 
of Enghmd were thronged with Lombard adventurers. The fisheries of the 
north had long tempted the merchants of Bristol to an intercourse with Ice- 
land; and the nautical skill necessary to buffet the storms of the Atlantic had 
been acquired in this branch of northern commerce. Nor is it impossible that 
some imcertain traditions respecting the remote discoveries which Icelanders 
had made in Greenland towards the northwest, “where the lands did nearest 
meet,'" as Bacon ^ says, should have excited “firm and pregnant conjectures.’* 
The magnificent achievement of Columbus, revealing the wonderful truth, of 
which the germs may have existed in the imagination of every thoughtful 
mariner, won the admiration which was due to an enterprise that seemed more 
divine than human, and kindled in the breasts of the emulous a vehement 
desire to gain as simal renown in the same career of daring; while the politic 
king of England desired to share in the large returns which were promised 
by maritime adventure. 

It was, therefore, no< difficult for John Cabot, a Venetian merchant, resid- 
ing at Bri^l, to engage Henry VII in plans for dbcovery. He obtained from 
that monarch a patent (March 5th, Ir496), empowering himself and his three 
sons, or any of them, their heirs, of their deputies, to sail into the eastern, 
western, or nenthem sea, with a fleet of five ships, at their own proper expense 
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and charges; to search for islands, countries, provinces, or renons, hitherto 
unseen by Christian people; to affix the banners of EngLma on any city, 
island, or continent, that they mi^t find; and, as vassals of the Engliah crown, 
to possess and occupy the territories that might be discovered. It was further 
stipulated, in what Chalmers* has called 'Hhe most ancient American state 
paper of England,” that the patentees should be strictly bound in their vo^ 
ages to land at the port of Bristol, and to pay to the king one fifth part of rae 
emoluments of the navigation; while the exclusive right of frequenting all the 
countries' that might found was reserved, unconditionally and without 
limit of time, to the family of the Cabots and their assigns. Under this patent, 
containing the worst features of colonial monopoly and commercial restriction, 
John Cabot and [perhaps] his celebrated son Sebastian embarked for the 
west [May, 1497]. Of what tempests they encountered, what mutinies they 
calmed, no record has been preserved. The discoveiy* of the American con- 
tinent (June 24, 1497), probably in the latitude of fifty-six degrees, far, there- 
fore, to the north of the straits of Belle Isle, among the polar bears, the rude 
sa stages, and the dismal cliffs of Labrador, was the fruit of the voya^. 

It has been attempted to deprive the father of the glory of having led the 
expedition. The surest documentary evidence confirms his claims.^ The* 
navigators hastened homewards to announce their success. Thus the discov- 
ery of the continent was an exploit of private mercantile adventure; and the^- 
possession of the new-found land and isles” was a right v(«ted by an exclusive 
patent in the family of a Bristol merchant. Yet the Cabots derived little 
benefit from the expedition which their genius had suggested, and of which 
they alone had defrayed the expense. Posterity hardly remembered that 
they had reached the American continent nearly fourteen months before 
Columbus, on his third voyage, came in sight of the mainland, ^nd almost 
two years before Amerigo Vespucci sailed west of the Canaries. But England 
acquired through their energy such a right to North America as this mdis- 
putable priority could confer. Henry VII and hLs successors recognised the 
claims of Spain and Portugal, onlyf?o far as they actually occupied the terri- 
tories to which they laid pretension; and, at a later day, the English parlia- 
ment and the English courts derided a title founded, not upon occupancy, 
but upon a grant from the Roman pontiff. 

Confidence and zeal awakened ; and Henry grew circumspect in the con- 
cession of rights which now seemed to become of immense value * A new 
patent was issued (February 3rd, 1498) to John Cabot, less ample in the privi- 
leges which it conferred. A voyage was again undertaken ; purposes of traffic 
were connected with it; and the frugal king was himself a partner in the 
expenditure. The object of this new expedition wfis, in part, to explore 
“what manner of landes those Indies were to inhabit”; and perhaps, dso, a 
hope was entertained of reaching the rich empire of Cathay. Embarking in 

[‘We tell the story of the Cabots as it is generally accepted. It is impossible to enter here 
into the controversies on every point, and vfe can only caution the reader to remember that we 
have not even an allusion, in the narrative form, to the voyages of the Cabots till twenty 
years after they are said to have occurred, and that much of what information we have is based 
on the reported conversations of Sebastian Cabot of a far later date. How uncertain these are 
may be seen from the fact that Eden/ says : " Sebastian Cabot tolde me that he was borne in 
Bryston,” while there is much stronger proof, and his own statement to Contarini, to prove that 
he was bom in Venice about 1478. The first printed account A the Cabots’ discovery was in 
the Decades of Peter Martyr, o who was Sebastian’s friend, and whose account does not even 
mention John Calmt. On the other hand there are evidences that lead certain scholars to 
doubt that Sebastian was present on the first vpyage at all. His name is not mentioned in the 
contemporary documents lately discovered, and there seems to be in the reports of his conver- 
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May, Sdbaatian Cabot/ with a company of three hundred men, sailed for 
Labrador, by way of Iceland; and reached the continent in the latitude of 
fifty-eight degrees. The severity of the cold, the strangeness of the imknown 
land, and his declared purpose of exploring the country, induced him to turn 
to the south ; and, havmg proceeded along the shores of the United States to 
the southern boundary of Maryland, or perhaps to the latitude of Albemarle 
Sound, want of provisions induced him to return to England. 

Curiosity desires to trace the further career of the great seaman, who, with 
his father, gave a continent to England. The maps which he sketched of his 

discoveries, and the accounts which he wrote of 
his adventures, have perished, and the history 
of the next years of his life is involved in ob- 
scurity. Yet it does not admit of a reasonable 
doubt, that, perhaps in 1517, after he had been 
in the employment of Ferdinand of Spain, and 
before he received the appointment of pilot- 
major from Charles V, he sailed once more from 
England to discover the Northwest Passage. 
The testimony respecting this expedition is con- 
fused and difficult of explanation; the circum- 
stances which attended it, are variously related, 
and are assigned to other and earlier voyages. 
Sebastian Cabot passed through the straits and 
entered the bay, which, after the lapse of nearly 
a century, took their name from Hudson. He 
himself wrote a discourse of navigation,^^ in 
which the entrance of the strait was laid dowm 
with great precision “on a card, drawn by his 
own hand.” He boldly prose<»uted his design, 
making his way through regions, into which it 
was, long afterwards, esteemed an act of the 
most intrepid maritime adventure to penetrate, 
till, on June 11th, 1517, as we are informed from 
a letter written by the navigator himself, he had 
attained the altitude of sixty-seven and a half 
degrees, ever in the hope of finding a passage 
into the Indian Ocean The sea was still open; 
but the cowardice of a naval officer [Sir Thomas Pert or Spert], and the mutiny 
of the mariners, compelled him to return, though his own confidence in the 
possibility of effecting the passage remained unimpaired. 

The career of Sebastian Cabot was in the issue as honourable as it had in 
the opening been glorious. For sixty years, during a period when maritime 
adventure engaged the most intense public curiosity, he w^as reverenced for his 
achievements and his skill. He sailed to South America in 1526 under the 
auspices of Charles V, though not with entire success.* On his return to Eng- 
land in 1548 he advanced the commerce of England by opposing a mercantile 
monopoly, and was pensioned and rewarded for his merits as the Great Sea- 

[* Halr liiytfc quotes Fabian to tbe effect tbat John Cabot went also on this second vovage. 
It atttmu inwrobable, indeed, Itiat be was not in command, all evidence of bim was lacking, 
however, till aa late as 18OT, when the Customs Roll of Bnstol for 1496>1499 was discovered in 
Westminster Abb^ and published , it tends to prove that John Cabot returned from his second 
voyage before Beptember 20, 1488, and was alive at tbat date.] 

p While in BpaSa he was ordered into banishment for this failure, though it is not known if 
tbe aentence waa executed.] 
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man in 1549. It was also he who framed the instructions for the expedition 
which discovered the passage to Archangel in 1555. He lived to an extreme 
old age, and so loved his profession to the last, that in the hour of death his 
wandering thoughts were upon the ocean. There is deep cause for refpret, that 
time has spared so few memorials of his career. Himself incapable oflealousy, 
he did not escape detraction. He gave England a continent, and no one 
knows his burial place. 


THE PORTUGUESE CORTEREAL 

The king of Portugal, giieved at having neglected Columbus, readily 
favoured an expedition for noilhern discovery. Caspar Cortereal was ap- 
pointed commander of the enterprise. [He sailed with three ships on May 
15th, 1501.] He reached the shores of North America, ranged the coast for 
a distance of six or seven hundred miles, and carefully observed the country 
and its inhabitants. The most northern point which he attained, was prob- 
ably about the fiftieth degree. Of the country along which he sailed, he had 
occasion to admire the brilliant freshness of the verdure, and the density of 
the stately forests. The pines, well adapted for masts and yards, promised to 
become an object of gainful commerce. But men were already with the 
Portuguese an established article of traffic; the inhabitants of the American 
coast seemed well fitted for labour; and Cortereal freighted his ships with more 
than fifty Indians, whom, on his return, October 8th, he sold as slaves. It was 
soon resolved to renew the expedition; but the adventurer never returned. 
His death was ascribed to a combat with the natives, whom he desired to 
kidnap; the name of Labrador, transferred to a more northern coast, Ls, 
probably, a memorial of his crime; and is, perhaps, the only permanent trace 
of Portuguese adventure within the limits of North America.*- In May of the 
next year, 1502, Caspar’s brother, Miguel, sailed to search for his brother. 
They found so many rivers and bays that they divided their fleet; two vessels 
returned, but Miguel, like his brother, was never heard of again. A new 
expedition sent by the king found no trace of either, and when the eldest of 
the family asked permission, the king said he had lost enough .Cortereals.® 


FRENCH discoveries; VEHRAZANO 

The French entered without delay into the competition for the commerce 
and the soil of America, Within seven years of the discovery of the continent, 
in 1504, the fisheries of Newfoundland were known to the hardy mariners of 
Brittany and Normandy.^ The island of Cape Breton acquired its name from 
their remembrance of home, and in France it was usual to esteem them the 
discoverers of the country. A map of the gulf of St. Lawrence was drawn by 
Denys, a citizen of Honfleur; and the fishermen of the northwest of France 
derived wealth from the regions, which, it was reluctantly confessed, had been 
first visited by the Cabots. 

The fisheries had for some years been successfully pursued ; savages from 
the northeastern coast had been brought to France [by Thomas Aubert of 
Dieppe], in 1508; plans of colonisation m North Aii|erica had been suggested, 
1518 [and perhaps attempted], by De Lery and Saint-Just; when at length 

[* If the areftves of Dieppe had not been destroyed in the bombardment of 1094, and 
those of La RocheUe in the famous siege, France would doubtless occupy a higher place even 
than she now holds in the account of ^encan exploration.] 
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Francis T, a monarch who had invited Da Vinci and Cellini to transplant the 
fine arts mto his kingdom, employ Giovanni Verrazano another Florentine, 
to explore the new regions, whiw had alike excited curiosity and hope. It 
was by way of the isle of Madeira that the Italian, parting from a fleet which 
had cruised successfully along the ^ores of Spain, sailed for America, January 
17th, 1524, with a single caravel, resolute to make discovery of new countries.* 


VEREAZANO’s OWN ACCOUNT OF HIS VOYAGE IN 1524 

Captain Giovanni da Verrazano to his most serene majesty, the king of 
France, writes: 

Since the tempests which we encountered on the northern coasts, I have 
not written to your most serene and Christian majesty concerning the four 
ships sent out by your orders on the ocean to discover new lands, because I 
thought you must have been before apprized of all that had happened to us 
— that we had been compelled by the impetuous violence of the winds to put 
into Brittany in distress with only the two ships Normandy and Dolphin; and 
that after having repaired these ships, we made a cruise in them, well armed, 
along the coast of Spain, as your majesty must have heard, and also of our 
new plan of continuing our begun voyage with the Dolphin [or Dauphine] 
alone; from this voyage being now returned, I proceed to give your majesty 
an account of our discoveries. 

On the 17th of last January we set sail from a desolate rock near the island 
of Madeira, belonging to his most serene majesty, the king of Portugal, with 
fifty men, having provisions sufficient for eight months, arms and other warlike 
munition and naval stores. Sailing westward with a light and pleasant 
easterly breeze, in twenty-five days we ran eight hundred leagues. On the 
24th of February we encountered as violent a hurricane as any^hip ever weath- 
ered from which we escaped unhurt by the divine assistance and goodness, to 
the praise of the glorious and fortunate name of our good ship, that had been 
able to support the violent tossing of the waves. Pursuing our voyage 
towards the west, a little northwardly, in twenty-four days more, having run 
four hundred leagues, we reached a new country, which had never before 
been seen by any one, either in ancient or modern "times. At first it appeared 
to be veiV low, but on approaching it to within a quarter of a league from the 
shore we pierceived, by the great fires near the coast, that it was inhabited. 
We perceived that it stretches to the south, and coasted along in that direction 
in search of some port, in which we might come to anchor, and examine into 
the nature of the country, but for fifty leagues we could find none in which we 
could lie securely. 

Seeing the coast still stretch to the south, we resolved to change our course 
and stand to the northward, and as we still had the same difficulty, we drew 
in with the land and sent a boat on shore. Many people who were seen com- 
ing to the sea-side fled at our approach, but occasionally stopping, they looked 
back upon us with astonishment, and some were at length induced, by various 
friendly si^s, to come to us. These showed the greatest delight on beholding 
us, wondenng at our dress, countenances and complexion. They then showed 
us by signs where we coi^Jd more conveniently secure our boat, and offered 
us some of their provisions. That your majesty may know all that we learned, 
while on shore, of their manners and-^toms of life, I will relate what we saw 
as briefly as possible. They go entirely naked, except that about the loins 
they wear skins of small anunaJs like martens fastened by a girdle of plaited 
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graflB, to wliich they tie, all round the body, the tads of other Miimahi hanc- 
mg down to tihe Jmees; all other parts of the body and the head are 
Some wear garlands similar to birds’ feathers. 

The complexion of these people is black, not much diffoent from that of 
the Ethiopians; their hair is black and thick, and not very long, it is worn 
tied back upon the head in the form of a little tail. In person they are of good 
proportions, of middle stature, a little above our own, broad across the breast, 
strong in the arms, and well formed in the legs and other parts of the body; 
the only exception to their good looks is that they have broad faces, but not 
all, however, as we saw many that had sharp ones, with large black eyes and 
a fixed expression. Tliey are not very strong in body, but acute in mind, 
active and swift of foot, as far as we could judge by observation. In these 
last two particulars they resemble the people of the east, especially those of 
the most remote. We could not learn a great many particulars of their 
usages on account of our short stay among them, and the distance of our ship 
from the shore. 

As the “East” stretches around this country, I think it cannot be devoid 
of the same medicinal and aromatic drugs, and various riches of gold and the 
like, as is denoted by the colour of the ground. It abounds also in animals, 
as deer, stags, hares, and many other similar, and with a great variety of birds 
for every kind of pleasant and delightful sport. It is plentifully supplied 
with lakes and ponds of running water, and being in the latitude of 34 the air 
is salubrious, pure and temperate, and fre^ from the extremes of both heat and 
cold. 

We set sail from this place, continuing to coast along the shore, which we 
found stretching out to the west (east?) ; the inhabitants being numerous, we 
saw everywhere a multitude of fires. While at anchor on this coast, there 
being no harbour to enter, we sent the boat on shore with twenty-five men 
to obtain water, but it was not possible to land without endangering the boat, 
on account of the immense high surf thrown up by the sea, as it was an open 
roadstead. Many of the natives eame to the beach, indicating by various 
friendly signs that we might trust ourselves on shore. One of their noble 
deeds of friendship deserves to be made known to your majesty. A young 
sailor was attempting to swim ashore through the surf to cai^ them some 
knick-knacks, as little bells, looking-glasses, and other like trines; when he 
came near three or four of them he tossed the things to thorn, arM turned 
about to get back to the boat, but he was thrown over by the waves, and so 
dashed by them that he lay as it were dead upon the beach. When these 
people saw him in this situation, they ran and took him up by the head, le^ 
and arms, and carried him to a distance from the surf ; the young man, find- 
ing himself borne off in this way, uttered very loud shrieks in fear and dismay, 
while they answered as they coidd in their language, showing him that he had 
no cause for fear. 

Afterwards they laid him down at the foot of a little hill, when they took 
off his shirt and trousers, and examined him, expressing the greatest astonish- 
ment at the whiteness of his skin. Our sailors in the boat seeing a great fire 
made up, and their companion placed very near it, full of fear, as is usual in 
all cases of novelty, imagined that the natives were about to roast him for 
food. But ks soon as he had recovered his strength after a short stay with 
them, showing by signs that he wished to return aboard, they hu^ed him 
with great af^ction, and accompanied him to the shore, then leaving him, 
that he might feel more secure, they withdrew to a little hill, from which they 
watched him until he was safe in the boat. This young man remarked that 
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these peofde were black like the others, that they had shining skins, middle 
stature, and sharper faces, and very delicate bodies and limbs, and that they 
were inferior in strength, but quick in their minds; this is all that he observed 
of them. 

Departing hence, and always following the shore, which stretched to the 
north, we came, in the space of fifty leagues, to another land, which appeared 
very beautiful and full of the largest forests. We approached it, and going 
ashore with twenty men, we went back from the coast about two leagues, 
and found that the people had fled and hid themselves in the woods for fear. 
By searching around we discovered in the grass a very old woman and a young 
girl of about eighteen or twenty, who had concealed themselves for the same 
reason; the old woman carried two infants on her shoulders, and behind her 
neck a little boy eight years of age; when we came up to them they began to 
shriek and make signs to the men who had fled to the woods. We gave them 
a part of our provisions, which they accepted with delight, but the girl would 
not touch any; everything we offered to her being thrown down in great 
anger. We took the little boy from the old woman to carry with us to France, 
and would have taken the girl also, who was very beautiful and very tall, but 
it was impossible because of the loud shrieks she uttered as we attempted to 
lead her away; having to pass some woods, and being far from the ship, we 
determined to leave her and take the boy only. We found them fairer than 
the others, and wearing a covering made of certain plants, which hung down 
from the branches of the trees, tying them together with threads of wild 
hemp; their heads are without covering and of the same shape as the others. 

We saw in this country many vines growing naturally, which entwine 
about the trees, and run up upon them as they do in the plains of Lombardy. 
These vines would doubtless produce excellent wine if they were properly 
cultivated and attended to, as we have often seen the grapes which they pro- 
duce very sweet and pleasant, and not unlike our own. ^ 

After having remained here three days, riding at anchor on the coast, as 
we could find no harbour we determined to depart, and coast along the shore 
to the northeast, keeping sail on the vcvssel only by day, and coming to anchor 
by night. After proceeding one hundred leagues, we found a very pleasant 
situation among some steep hills, through which a very large river, deep at 
its mouth, forced its way to the sea; from the sea to the estuary of the river, 
any shipfheavily laden might pass, with the help of the tide, which rises eight 
feet. But as we were riding at anchor in a good berth, we would not venture 
up in our vessel, without a knowledge of the mouth; therefore we took the 
boat, and entering the river, we found the country on its banks well peopled, 
the inhabitants not differing much from the others, being dressed out with 
the feathers of birds of various colours. They came towards us with evident 
delight, raising loud shouts of admiration, and showing us where we could 
most securely land with our boat. We passed up this river, about half a 
league, when we found it formed a most beautiful lake three leagues in cir- 
cuit,‘ upon which they were rowing thirty or more of their small boats, from 
one shore to the other, filled with multitudes who came to see us. All of a 
sudden, as is wont to happen to navigators, a violent contrary wind blew in 
from the sea, and forced us to return to our ship, greatly regretting to leave 
this region which seemed^so commodious and delightful, and which we sup- 
posed must also contain great riches, as the hills 8&)wed many indications of 

[> This is universallj admitted to be the harbour of New York, and the mouth of the Hud- 
eon, where Verracano preceded Henry Hudson by several years. The trian^pilar island is 
recognised as Block Island.] 
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minerals. Weighing anchor, we sailed fifty leagues toward the east, as the 
coast stretched m that direction, and always in sight of it; at length we dis- 
covered an island of a triangular form, about ten Teagues from the mainland, 
in size about equal to the island of Rhodes, having many hills covered with 
trees, and well peopled, judging from the great number of fires which we saw 
all around its shores; we gave it the name of your majesty’s illustrious mother. 

We did not land there, as the weather was unfavourable, but proce^ed 
to another place, fifteen leagues distant from the island, where we found a very 
excellent harbour. Before entering it, we saw about twenty small Iwats full 
of people, who came about our ship, uttering many cries of astonishment, but 
they would not approach nearer than within fifty paces. By imitating their 
signs, we inspired them in some measure with confidence, so that they came 
near enough for us to toss to them some little bells and glasses, and many toys, 
which they took and looked at, laughing, and then came on board without 
fear. Among them were two kings more beautiful in form and stature than 
ran possibly be described; one was about forty years old, the other about 
twenty-four. We saw upon them several pieces of wrought copper, which is 
more esteemed by them than gold, as this is not valued on account of its 
colour, but it is considered by them as the most ordinary of the metals — 
}cllow being the colour especially disliked by them; azure and red are those 
ill highest estimation with them. Of those things which we gave them, they 
prized most highly the bells, azure crystals, and other toys to hang in their 
ears and about their necks; they do not value or care to have silk or gold 
stuffs, or other kinds of cloth, nor implements of steel or iron, "^en wo 
showed them our arms, they expressed no admiration, and only asked how they 
were made; the same was the case of the looking-glasses, which they returned 
to us, smiling, as soon as they had looked at them. They are very generous, 
giving away whatever they have. We formed a great friendship with them. 

This region is situated in the parallel of Rome, being 41° 40' of north 
latitude, but much colder from accidental circumstances, and not by nature, 
as I shall hereafter explain to youi majesty, and confine myself at present to 
the description of its local situation. It looks towards the south, on which 
side the harbour is half a league broad; afterwards, upon entering it, the extent 
l:)e tween the coast and north is twelve leagues, and then enlarging itself it 
forms a very large bay, twenty leagues in circumference, in which are five small 
islands, of great fertility and beauty, covered with large and lofcy trees. 
Among these islands any fleet, however large, might ride safely, without fear 
of tempests or other dangers. Turning towards the south, at the entrance of 
the harbour, on both sides, there are very pleasant hills, and many streams of 
clear water, which flow down to the sea. In the midst of the entrance, there 
is a rock of freestone, formed by nature, and suitable for the construction of 
any kind of machine or bulwark for the defence of the harbour. 

Having supplied ourselves with everything necessarj”, on the 5th of May 
we departed from the port, and sailed one hundred and fifty leagues, keeping 
so close to the coast as never to lose it from our sight; the nature of the country 
appeared much the same as before, but the mountains were a little higher, 
and all in appearance rich in minerals. We did not stop to land as the weather 
was very favourable for pursuing our voyage, and the country pnesente'd no 
variety. The people were entirely different from^the others we had seen, 
whom we had found kind and gentle, but these were so rude and barbarous 
that we were imable by any signs we could make, to hold communication with 
them. They dothe themselves in the skins of bears, lynxes, seals, and other 
animals. Their food, as far as we could judge by several visits to their dwel- 
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lings, is obtained by hunting and fishing, and certain fruits, which are a sort 
of root of spontaneous growth. They liave no pulse, and we saw no signs 
of cultivation; the land appears sterile and unfit for ^wing of fruit or grain 
of any kind. If we wished at any time to traffick with them, thev came to 
the sea shore and stood upon the rocks, from which they lowered down by a 
cord to our boats beneath whatever they had to barter, continually crymg 
out to us, not to come nearer, and instantly demanding from us that which 
was to be given in exchange; they took from us only Imives, fish hooks, and 
sharpened steel. No regard was paid to our courtesies; when we had nothing 
left to exchange with them, the men at our departure made the most brut^ 
signs of (fisdain and contempt possible. 

Against their will we penetrated two or three leagues into the interior with 
twenty-five men; when we came to the shore, they shot at us with their 
arrows, raising the most horrible cries and afterwards fleeing to the woods. 
In this region we found nothing extraordinary except vast forests and some 
metalliferous hills, as we infer from seeing that many of the people wore 
copper earrings. Departing from thence, we kept along the coast, steering 
northeast, and foxmd the country more pleasant and open, free from woods, 
and distant in the interior we saw lofty mountains, but none which extended 
to the shore. Within fifty leagues we discovered thirty-two islands, all near 
the main land, small and of pleasant appearance, but high and so disposed 
as to afford excellent harbours and channels, as we see in the Adriatic gulf, 
near Illyria and Dalmatia. We had no intercourse with the people, but we 
judge that they were similar in nature and usages to those we were last among. 
After sailing between east and north the distance of one hundred and fifty 
leagues more, and finding our provisions and naval stores nearly exhausted, 
we took in wood and water and determined to return to France, having dis- 
covered 502, that is 700 (sic) leases of unknown lands. 

As to the religious faith of all these tribes, not understfl*nding their lan- 
guage, we could not discover either by sign or gestures anything certain. It 
seemed to us that they had no religion non laws, nor any knowledge of a First 
Cause or Mover, that they worshipped neither the heavens, stars, sun, moon, 
nor other planets; nor could we learn if they were given to any kind of idol- 
atry, or offered any sacrifices or supplications, or if they have temples or 
houses of prayer in their villages: our conclusion was that they have no 
relirioug*belief whatever, but live in this respect entirely free. All which pro- 
ceeds from ignorance, as they are very easy to be persuaded, and imitated 
us with earnestness and fervour in all which they saw us do as Christians in 
our acts of worship. 

My intention in this voyage was to reach Cathay, on the extreme coast of 
Asia, expecting, however, to find in the newly discovered land some such an 
obstacle, as they have proved to be, yet I did not doubt that I should penetrate 
by some passage to the eastern ocean. It was the opinion of the ancients, 
tl^t our oriental Indian Ocean is one, and without any interposing land; 
Aristotle supports it by ailments founded on various probabilities; but it is 
contrary to that of the modems and shown to be erroneous by experience; the 
country which has been discovered, and which was unknown to the ancients, 
is anomer world compared with that before known, being manifestly larger 
than our Europie, together with Africa and perhaps Asia, if we rightly estimate 
its ext^t. If the breadtn of this newly discovered country corresponds to its 
extent of sea coast, it doubtless exce^ Asia in size. In tl^is way we find 
that the land fonns a much larger portion of our globe than the ancients 
supposed, who maintained, contrary to mathematic^ reasoning, that it was 
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less than the water, whereas actual experience proves the xevene, so that we 
judge in respect to extent of surface the land covers as mudi space as the 
water; and 1 hope more clearly and more satisfactorily to point out and 
explain to your majest)^ the great extent of that new land, or new worid, of 
which I have been speaking. The continent of Asia and Anica, we know for 
certain, is joined to Europe to the north in Norway and Russia, which dis- 
proves the idea of the ancients that all this part had been navigated from the 
Cimbric Chersonesus, eastward as far as the Caspian Sea. They alro main- 
tained that the whole continent was surrounded by two seas situated to the 
east and west of it, which seas in fact do not surround either of the two conti- 
nents, for as we have seen above, the land of the southern hemisphere at the 
latitude of 54 extends eastwardly an unknown distance, and that of the 
northern passing the 66th parallel turns to the east, and has no termination 
as high as the 70th. In a short time, I hope, we shall have more certain 
knowledge of these things, by the aid of your majesty, whom I pray Almighty 
God to prosper in lasting glory, that we may see the most important results 
of this our cosmography in the fulfilment of the holy words of the Gospel. 

On board the ^ip Dolphin,'^ in the port of Dieppe in Normandy, the 8th 
of July, 1524. 

Your humble servitor, 

Giovanni da Verrazano.i 


JACXJUES CARTIER (1534^1536 A.D.) 

The account of Verrazano’s voyage is taken from his letter to the French 
king sent from Dieppe July 8th, 1524. The original is lost, but two Italian 
translations exist and there are allusions to it of early date. In 1864, an 
American, Buckingham Smith,* cast doubts on the credibility of the letter. 
H. C. Murphy,^ in 1875 took up the subject again, and denied Verrazano’s 
voyage in toto. The brilliance of. his argument made a sensation and led 
Bancroft ^ in his revision of his history to omit the pages concerning Verrazano 
which he had originally written. Murphy^s onslaught, however, evoked a 
host of defenders, and the great majority of historians now give full credence 
and honour to Verrazano.® 

In July, Verrazano was once more in France [arriving at Dieppe Jwly 8th]. 
His own narrative of the voyage is the earliest original account, now extant, of 
the coast of the United States. He advanced the knowledge of the country; 
and he gave to France some claim to an extensive territory, on the pretext 
of discovery. The historians of maritime adventure agree that Verrazano 
again embarked upon an expedition, from which, it is usually added, he never 
returned. Did he sail once more under the auspices of France? When the 
monarch had just lost “everything but honour” in the disastrous battle of 
Pavia, is it probable that the impoverished government could have sent forth 
another expedition? Did he relinquish the service of France for that of 
England? It is hardly a safe conjecture, as advanced by Biddle,’” that he 
was murdered in an encounter with savages, while on a voyage of discove^, 
which Henry VIII had favoured. Hakluyt * asserts that Verrazano was thriM 
on the coast of America, and that he gave a map of it to the English monarch. 
It is the common tradition that he perished at sea*havmg b^ engaged in 
an expedition of wWch no tidings were ever heard. Such a report mi^t 

[* The name of this famous dilp is usually translated Dolphin from the French Da^hiM 
or the Italian Delfina, but it more probably was chosen in honour of the Dauphin of France.] 
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easily be spread respecting a great navigator who had disappeared from the 
public view. Yet such certainty cannot be established. 

But the misfortunes of the French monarchy did not affect the industry 
of its fishermen; who, amidst the miseries of France, still resorted to New- 
foundland. There exists a letter of August 3rd, 1527, to Henry VIII, from 
the haven of St. John, in Newfoundland, written by an English captain, in 
which he declares he found in that one harbour eleven sail of Normans and 
one Breton, engaged in the fishery. The French king, engrossed by the 
passionate and unsuccessful rivalry with Charles V, could hardly respect so 
humble an interest. But Chabot, admiral of France, a man of bravery and 
influence, acquainted by his office with the fishermen, on whose vessels he 
levied some small exactions for his private emolument, interested Francis m 
the design of exploring and colonising the New World. 

Jacques Cartier, a mariner of St. Malo, was selected to lead the expedition. 
His several voyages are of great moment; for they had a permanent effect 
in guiding the attention of France to the region of the St. Lawrence. It was 
April 20th, that the mariner, with two ships, left the harbour of St. Malo; 
and prosperous weather brought him May 10th upon the coasts of Newfound- 
land. Elaving almost circumnavigated the island, he turned to the south, 
and crossing the gulf, entered the bay, which he called Des Chaleurs, from 
the intense neats of midsummer. Finding no passage to the west, he sailed 
along the coast, as far as the smaller inlet of Gaspe. There, July 12th, upon a 
point of land, at the entrance of the haven, a lofty cross was raised, bearing 
a shield, with the lilies of France and an appropriate inscription. Henceforth 
the soil was to be esteemed a part of the dominions of the French king. Leav- 
ing the bay of Gaspe, Cartier discovered the great river of Canada, and sailed 
up its channel, till he could discern land on either side. As he was unprepared 
to remain during the winter, it then became necessary to return; the little 
fleet embarked August 9th, for Europe, and in less than thirty days, entered 
the harbour of St. Malo in security. His native city and France were filled 
with the tidings of his discoveries. The voyage had been easy and successful. 
Up to the day of steamships, the passage to and fro was not often made more 
rapidly or more safely. 

The court listened to the urgency of the friends of Cartier; a new com- 
mission was issued; three well-furnished ships were provided by the king; 
and some of the young nobility of France volunteered to join the new expedi- 
tion. The squadron sailed May 19th, 1535, for the New World, full of hopes 
of discoveries and plans of colonisation in the territory which now began to 
be known as New France. 

It was after a stormy voyage that they arrived within sight of Newfound- 
land. Passing to the west of that island on the day of St. Lawrence, August 
10th, 1535, they gave the name of that martyr to a portion of the noble gulf 
which opened before them; a name which has gradually extended to the whole 
gulf, and to the river. Sailing to the north of Anticosti, they ascended the 
stream in September, as far as a pleasant harbour in the isle, since called 
Orleans. The natives, Indians of Algonquin descent, received them ynth 
unsuspecting hospitality. Leaving his ships safely moored, Cartier, in a 
boat, sailed up the majestic stream to the chief Indian settlement on the island 
of Hochelaga. The lan^age of its inhabitants proves them to have been 
of the Huron family of tribes. Tlie town lay at the foot of a hill, which he 
climbed. As he reached the summit, he was moved to admiration by the 
prospect before him of woods, and waters, and mountains. 

Imagination presented it as the future emporium of inland commerce, 
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and the metroi^lis of a prosperous province; filled with bright anticipations, 
he called the hill Mont-Keal, and time, that has transferred the name to the 
island, is realising his visions. Cartier also gathered of the Indians some 
indistinct account of the countries now contained in the north of Vennont 
and New York. Rejoining his ships, the winter, rendered frightful by the 
ravages of the scurvy, was passed where they were anchored. At the approach 
of spring, a cross was solemnly erected upon land, and on it a i^ield was sus- 
pended, which bore the arms of France, and an inscription, declaring Francis 
to be the rightful king of these new-found regions. Having thus claimed 
possession of the territory, the Breton mariner returned to Europe, and 
July 6th, 1536, once more entered St. Malo in security. 

THE SPANISH EXPLORERS 

Extraordinary success had kindled in the Spanish nation an equally 
extraordmary enthusiasm. No sooner had the New World revealed itself 
to their enterprise than the valiant men, who had won laurels under Ferdinand 
among the mountains of Andalusia sought a new career of glory in moix' 
remote adventures. The weapons that had been tried in the battles with 
the Moors, and the military skill that had been acquired in the romantic 
conquest of Granada, were now turned against the feeble occupants of America. 
The passions of avarice and religious zeal were strangely blended; and the 
lieroes of Spain sailed to the west, as if they had been bound on a new crusade, 
where infinite wealth was to reward their piety. The Spanish nation had 
l)ecome infatuated with a fondness for novelties; the “chivalry of the ocean 
despised the range of Europe as too narrow, and offering to their extravagant 
ambition nothing beyond mediocrity. America was the region of romance, 
where the heated imagination could indulge in the boldest delusions; where 
the simple natives ignorantly wore the most precious ornaments; and, by the 
side of the clear runs of water, the sands sparkled with gold. 

What way soever, says the histonan of the ocean, the Spaniards are caJled, 
with a beck only, or a whispermg voice, to anything rising above "water, they 
speedily prepare themselves to fly, and forsake certainties under the hope of 
more brilliant success. To carve out provinces with the sword; to divide 
the spoils of empires; to plunder the accumulated treasures of somerancient 
Indian dynasty; to return from a roving expedition with a crowd of enslaved 
captives and a profusion of spoils — soon became the ordinary dreams in 
which the excited minds of the Spaniards delighted to indulge. Ease, fortune, 
life, all were squandered in the pursuit of a game, where, if the issue was un- 
certain, success was sometimes obtained, greater than the boldest imagination 
had dared to anticipate. Is it strange that these adventurers were often 
superstitious? The New World and its wealth were in themselves so wonder- 
ful, that why should credit be withheld from the wildest fictions? Why 
should not the hope be indulged, that the laws of nature themselves would 
yield to the desires of men so fortunate and so brave? 


THE DISPUTED VOYAGE OF VESPUCCI, AND THE NAME “ AMERICA” 

Few of the early names in American histo^ havtf failed to be the subject 
of critical dispute. None have been the victims of more bitter controversy 
than Vespucci, l^e Florentine, whose first name has been latinised and femi- 

His later activities as a colonist will be discussed in anotber chapter.] 

H. W. — VOL.^XlI. 2H 
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nised into ibe title of the entire New World. There exists a letter credited 
to Vespucci which says: "We sailed from the jport of Cadis, May 10, 1497. 
After spending a few days at the Canaries, the four ships proceed^ and 
" arrived at the end of twenty-seven days upon a shore which we believed to 
be that of a continent.” 

If this letter is to be believed, Vespucci reached the continent a week or 
more before John Cabot, for whom June 24th, 1497, is the earliest date claimed; 
and fourteen months before the date when Columbus sighted the mainland 
in August 1498. Therefore there would be at least partial justice in giving the 
name America to the mainland. But this letter is in conflict with so much 
negative evidence that the 1497 voyage of Vespucci is not seriously accepted 
by the majority of historians, though, of course, it cannot be entirely disproved 
to have happened in a crowded time when, as Columbus said, “the ve^ 
tailors” wanted to be discoverers. The letter however was not written till 
1504, if then, and it distinctly states that Vespucci went under royal com- 
mission. Of this there is absolutely no confirmation, which is suspicious; 
there is indeed some proof that he could not have been out of Spain in the 
period indicated. 

While Vespucci’s voyage in 1497 is denied by almost all reputable his- 
torians with tlie exception of a few stalwart defenders like Vamha^n » and 
John Fiske,* there is little doubt that he made what he calls his “second” 
voyage, in 1499. Of this there is proof, for he is mentioned by Alonzo de Ojeda 
who was with Columbus in 1492 and who in 1499, made an independent 
voyage with four ships by royal commission and reached the Orinoco. In 
1512 Columbus’ son Diego, as heir to his father’s rights, brought suit 
against the king of Spain for royalties from certain provinces. The kmg tried 
to prove that Columbus did not discover the provinces in question. Ojeda, 
ci^ed ^ a witness, mentioned his voyage in 1499 and stated that he took 
with him “Juan de la Cosa and Morigo Vespuche and otJ>.er pilots.” But 
he did not say that Vespucci had two years earlier discovered the mainland, 
though he did admit that his own voy&ge in 1499 was made possible by a 
surreptitious use of the maps and journals made by Columbus in 1498. Nor 
did Vespucci’s nephew, who was at the trial, advance any family claims for 
priority. 

Tljf claim thus being further discredited, the question of Vespucci’s inten- 
tion to deceive is a new problem. The letters credited to him claim four 
voyages, two for the king of Spain, two for the king of Portugal. These 
letters appear as an appendix to the Cosmographioi introductio published in 
the small town of St. Di^ in 1507. In the text the author says, “The fourth 
part of the world having been discovered by Americus, it may be called 
Amerige; i.e., Americus’ land or America,” He later reiterates the sugges- 
tion and explains the form America by saying that “both Europe and Asia 
have chosen their names from the feminine form.” The author of this book, 
Martin Waldzeemiiller,® otherwise known as Hylacomylus, thus deliberately 
invented the word America in 1509. In 1522 it was placed on a map in an 
edition of Ptolemy’s Geographia. 

From that time its convenience and gracefulness have given it permanence. 
The problem of Vespucci's assistance in foisting his name on the New World 
is also in dispute. If ke wrote the letters in vmich he claims to have made 
four vovages of which the one he calls ** the first ” required seventeen months, 
while tne one he calls “ the second ” was made in 1499, it seeais hard to relieve 
him of a chaige of intentional fraud. He deserves, however, the honour of 
planting the mrst colony of Europeans in South .^erica, in 1503. In 1508 
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be was made pQot-major to King Ferdinand and he died FebniaiT 22n(L 1512, 
apparently in high honour. The contrast with Columbus is complete. Colum- 
bus spent years and years of land-travel and toil prepariim the means to invade 
the unknown sea, found a world there, suffered, after a mief gloiy, ignominy, 
imprisonment, and neglect, and was buried with the chains he had worn. 

The year after his death, a suggestion was obscurely made that a certain 
minor navigator, Amerigo Vespucci, should be chosen as the sponsor for the 
New World. In proof of his right to the naming of a quarter of the globe, 
certain letters of nis own were cited to the effect that he saw a coast wmch he 
thought to be a continent; this was five years after Columbus had made h^ 
first voyage. At best the letter utterly lacks substantiation, but evidence 
which would in a law court hardly establish a claim to an acre of ground has 
sufficed to fasten the name of a subordinate pilot upon a hemisphere.^ 


OTHER SPANISH EXPLORERS (1409-1511 A.D.) 

A voyage of discovery was undertaken in 1499 by Alonso Nino, who had 
served under the admiral in his last voyage. Having fitted out a single ship, 
in conjunction with Christobal Guerra, a merchant of Seville, they both sailed 
to the coast of Faria. Though their discoveries were unimportant, yet they 
carried home such a quantity of gold and pearls, as inflamed their countr 3 rmen 
with desire of engaging in similar enterprises. 

Vincent Yanez Pinzon, having, in connection with Ariez Pinzon, built four 
caravels, sailed in December of the preceding year from Palos for America. 
Leaving the Cape Verd Islands on the 13th of January, he stood boldly toward 
the south, and was the first Spaniard who ventured to cross the equinoctial 
line. In February, he discovered a cape, in 8° north latitude, and called it 
Cabo de Consolacion; but it has since been called Cape Augustine. Here his 
men landed, who cut the names of the ships, and the date of the year and day 
upon the trees and rocks, and took possession of the country for the crown of 
Castile. They saw no natives, but they perceived footsteps upon the shore. 
During the following night they saw many fires. In the morning, they sent 
forty armed men to treat with the natives, thirty-two of whom, armed with 
bows and arrows, advanced to meet them, followed by others, armed in the 
same manner. The Spaniards endeavoured to allure them by gifts,** but in 
vain; for, in the dead of night, they fled from the places which they had 
occupied. Sailing northwestward, they discovered the river of the Amazons. 
At the mouth of this great river, they found many islands, the inhabitants of 
which received them hospitably and unsuspiciously; but Pinzon, with bar- 
barian cruelty, seized about thirty of them, and carried them away to sell for 
slaves. At the mouth of one of the rivers, Pinzon and his squadron were 
endangered; but, escaping thence, crossing the line, and continumg his course 
till he came to Orinoco and Trinidad, he then made for the islands, sailed 
homewards, and, losing two of his three ships by the way, returned to Spain. 


THE PORTUGUESE CABRAL DISCOVERS BRAZIL (1600 A.D.) 

Before Pinzon reached Europe, the coast which he had discovered, had 
been taken posa^ssion of by the nation to whom it was allotted. The fertile 
district of country, “ on the confines of which Pinzon stopped short,” was very 
soon more fully discovered. Pedro Alvarez Cabral, sent by Emanuel, king of 
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Portugal, with thirteen ships, on a voyage from Lisbon to the East Indies, in 
order to avoid the calms on the Guinea shore, fetched a compass so far west- 
ward, as, by accid nt, to discover laiid in the 10th degree south of the equinoc- 
tial line. Proceeding along the coast several days, he was led from its extent 
to believe, that it must be a part of some great continent; and, on accoimt of 
a cross which he erected there with much ceremony, he called it the Land of 
the Holy Cross; but it was afterward called Brazil. Having taken possession 
of it for the crown of Portugal, he despatched a ship to Lisbon with an account 
of this important discovery, and pursued his voyage. 

The Portuguese king, on receiving the intelligence, sent ships to discover 
the whole country, and found it to the land of America. A controversy 
hence arose between him and the king of Spain; but they being kinsmen and 
near friends, it was ultimately agreed that the king of Portugal should hold 
all the country that he had discovered, which was from the river of Marahon, 
or Amazons, to the river of Plate. 

Portugal, at that time still in her glory, disregarding the donation made by 
the pope, and the compromise for half the world, to which he had reluctantly 
agreed, viewed all the discoveries made by Spain in the New World as so 
many encroachments on her own rights and property. Under the influence 
of this national jealousy, Caspar de Cortereal, a Portuguese, of respectable 
family, inspired with the resolution of discovering new countries, and a new 
route to India, sailed from Lisbon, as we have already seen, and discovered 
the land which he judged to be fit for cultivation, and named Terra de Lavra- 
dores. 

The king of Portugal, on receiving intelligence of Cabral's discovery, fitted 
out three ships to explore the country, and gave the command to Amerigo 
Vespucci, whom he invited for that purpose from Seville. They sailed in 
May, 1501, and, after a very tempestuous voyage of three months, made land 
in 5® south latitude. Having coasted on northward till they advanced as far 
as 32®, they left the coast, and struck out to sea. Standing to the southward 
till they reached 52®, they found it exj^dient to return, and they reached 
Lisbon after a voyage of sixteen months. 

FURTHER SPANISH DISCOVERIES 

Roi^igero de Bastidas, in partnership with John de la Cosa, fitted out two 
ships from Cadiz. Sailing toward the western continent, he arrived on the 
coast of Paria; and, proceeding to the west, discovered all the coast of the 
province since known by the name of Terra Firma, from Cape de Vela to 
the gulf of Darien. Ojeda, with his former associate Amerigo Vespucci, went 
on a second voyage. Unacquainted with the destination of Bastidas, he held 
the same course, touched at the same places, and proceeded to Hispaniola. 

In 1508, Juan Diaz de Solis and Vincent Yanez Pinzon sailed from Seville, 
with two caravels, to the coast of Brazil, and went to the 35th degree, south 
latitude, where they found the great river Paranaguazu, afterward called 
Rio de Plata, or River of Silver. Proceeding to the 40th degree, they erected 
crosses wherever they landed, took formal possession, and returned to Spain. 
In this voyage they discovered an extensive province, known afterward by the 
name of Yucatan. This same year Sebastian de Ocampo, by command of 
Ovando, sailed around Cuba, and first discovered with certainty that this 
country, which Columbus once supposed to be a part of tl® continent, is a 
large i^and. 

In 1509, Don Diego, son of Christopher Columbus, having for two years 



THE ABMY OF EXPLOBEBS 460 

[ISll A.D.] 

after the death of his father made mcessant but fruitless application to King 
Ferdinand for the offices and rights to which he was legally entiUed, at last 
commenced a suit against the king before the councn of the IndieS; and 
obtained a decree in confirmation of his claim of the viceroyalty, with ail the 
privileges stipulated in the capitulation with his father. Succeeding Ovando 
in the government of Hispaniola, he now repaired to that island, accompanied 
by his wife, his brother, and uncles, and a numerous retinue of both sexes, of 
good parentage; and the colony acquired new lustre by the accession of so 
many respectable inhabitants. Agreeably to mstructions from the king, he 
settled a colony in Cuba^a, where large fortunes were soon acquired by the 
fishery of pearls. He also sent to Jamaica John de Esquibal with seventy 
men, who txigan a settlement on that island. 

Alonso de Ojeda, having sailed from Hispaniola with a ship and two brig- 
antines, carrying three hundred soldiers, to settle the continent, landed at 
Carthagena; but was beaten off by the natives. While he began a settlement 
at St. febastian, on the east side of the gulf of Darien, Diego Nicuesa with six 
vessels and 780 men began another at Nombre de Dios, on the west side. 
Both, however, were soon broken up by the natives. The early historians say 
that the natives of these countries were fierce and warlike; that their arrows 
were dipped in a poison so noxious that every wound was followed with certain 
death; that in one encounter they slew seventy of Ojeda’s followers; and that 
the Spaniards, for the first time, were taught to dread the inhabitants of the 
New World. This was the first attempt to take possession of Terra Firma; 
and it was by virtue of the pope’s grant, made in a form prescribed by some of 
the most eminent divines and lawyers in Spain. 

The greater part of those who had engaged with Ojeda and Nicuesa in the 
expedition for settling the continent having perished in leas than a year, a 
few who survived now settled, as a feeble colony, at Santa Maria on the gulf 
of Darien, under the command of Vasco Nunez de Balboa. 

In 1511, Don Diego Columbus, ^proposing to conquer the island of Cuba, 
and to establish a cmony there, many persons of distinction in Hispaniola 
engaged in the enterprise. Three hundred men, destmed foi the service, were 
put under the command of Diego Velazquez, who had accompanied Christopher 
Columbus in his second voyage. With this inconsiderable number of troops, 
Velazquez conquered the island, without the loss of a man, and annexed it to 
the Spanish monarchy. The conqueror was now appointed governor and 
captain-general of the island.? 

PONCE DE LEON IN FLORIDA (1513 A.D.) 

Juan Ponce de Leon was the discoverer of Florida. His youth had been 
passed in military service in Spain, and during the wars in Granada he had 
shared in the wild exploits of predatory valour. No sooner had the return of 
the first voyage across the Altantic given an assurance of a New World, than 
he hastenea to participate in the dangers and the spoils of adventure in 
America. He was a fellow voyager of Columbus in his second expedition. In 
the wars of Hispaniola he had been a gallant soldier; and Ovando had re- 
warded him with the government of the eastern province of that island. From 
the hills in his jurisdiction he could behold, across tWh clear waters of a placid 
sea, the magnificent vegetation of Porto Rico, which distance rendered still 
more admirable as it was seen through the transparent atmosphere of the 
tropics. A visit to the island stimulated the cupidity of avarice; and Ponce 
aspired to the government. He obtained the station in 1509: inured to 
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saiigum^ war, he was inexorably severe in his administration; he oppressed 
the natives; he amassed wealth. But his commission as governor of Porto 
Rico conflicted with the claims of the family of Columbus; and poHcy, as well 
as justice, required his removal. Ponce was displaced. 

Yet, in the midst of an archipelago, and in the vicinity of a continent, what 
need was there for a brave soldier to pine at the loss of power over a wild 
though fertile island? Age had not tempered the love of enterprise: he 
longed to advance his fortunes by the conquest of a kingdom, and to retrieve 
a reputation which was not without a blemish.* Besides, the veteran soldier, 
whose cheeks had l^en furrowed by hard service as well as by years, had 
heard, and had believed the tale, of a fountain which possessed virtues to 
renovate the life of those who should bathe in its stream, or give a perpetuity 
of youth to the happy man who should drink of its ever-flowing waters. ^ 
universal was this tradition that it was credited in Spain, not by the people 
and the court only, but also by those who were distinguished for virtue and 
intelligence. Nature was to discover the secrets for which alchemy had toiled 
in vain ; and the elixir of life was to flow from a perpetual fountain of the New 
World, in the midst of a countiy glittering with gems and gold. 

Ponce embarked at Porto Rico, March 3rd, 1513, with a squadron of three 
ships, fitted out at his own expense, for his voyage to fairyland. He touched 
atGuanahani; he sailed among the Bahamas; but the laws of nature remained 
inexorable. On Easter Sunday, March 27th, which the Spaniards call Pascua 
Florida, land was seen. It was supposed to be an island, and received the 
name of Florida, from the day on which it was discovered and from the aspect 
of the forests, which were then brilliant with a profusion of blossoms and gay 
with the fresh verdure of early spring. Bad weather would not allow the 
squadron to approach land (April ^d) : at length the aged soldier was able to 
go on shore, in the latitude of thirty degrees and eight minutes; some miles, 
therefore, to the north of St. Augustine. The territory wst claimed (April 
8th) for Spain. Ponce remained for mqny weeks to investigate the coast 
which he had discovered; though the currents of the Gulf Stream, and the 
islands, between which the channel was yet unknown, threatened shipwreck. 
He doubled Cape Florida; he sailed among the group which he named Tor- 
tugas; and, despairing of entire success, he returned to Porto Rico, leaving a 
trusty follower to continue the research. The Indians had everywhere dis- 
played determined hostility. Ponce de Leon remained an old man; but 
Spanish commerce acquired a new channel through the gulf of Florida, and 
Spain a new province, which imagination could esteem immeasurably rich, 
since its interior was unknown, 

' The government of Florida was the reward which Ponce received from the 
king of Spain; but the dignity was accompanied with the onerous condition 
that he should colonise the country which he was appointed to rule. Prepa- 
rations in ^ain, and an expedition against the Caribbee Indians, delayed his 
return to Florida. When, after a long interval, he proceeded in 1521 with 
two ^ips to take possession of his province and select a site for a colony, his 
company was attacked by the Indians with implacable fury. Many Spaniards 
were killed; the survivors were forced to hurry to their ships; Ponce de Leon 
himself, mortally wounded by an arrow, returned to Cuba to die. So ended the 

P The Peter Mex^r map of 1611 had alreadj shown In the relative place of Florida an 
Idaad called BUnini. Here the fountain of jonth was mnerallj snppoaed Co exist, and its dl^ 
oovexj was the ambition of various explorers, but only inddentallj. The fountain of youth 
has no place in the official dooumenta of that lime, and Balboa like others was mainly seeking 
gold and power.] 
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adveaturer who had ooTeted immeasurable wealth and had hoped for per- 
petual youth. The discoverer of Florida had desired ixnmorl^ty on eaith, 
and gained its shadow. 

LATER EXPLORERS OF THE COAST 

Meantime, commerce may have discovered a path to Florida; and Diego 
Miruelo, a careless sea-captain, sailing from Havana in 1516, is said to have 
approached the coast, and trafficked with the natives. He could not tell 
distinctly in what harbour he had anchored * ; he brought home specimens of 
gold, obtained in exchange for toys; and liis report swelled the rumours, 
already credited, of the wealth of the country. Florida had at once obtained 
a governor; it now constituted a part of a bishopric.* 

BALBOA DISCOVFRER OF THE PACIFIC (1513 A.D.) 

Attempts were made, at this period, to conquer and settle on the coast of 
Carthagena and Darien. In 1509, John de Esquibel had been sent by Diego 
Columbus from Santo Domingo to form the first settlement in Jamaica, to 
which Alonzo de Ojeda laid a claim, and threatened to hang Esquibel. 

During the following year, Ojeda and John de la Cosa, who nad received 
a licence to capture and take possession of Veragua, Carthagena, and other 
western countries, sailed from Santo Domingo, landed on the continent, and had 
several conflicts with the natives, who were a bolder and more advanced race 
than the aborigines of Hayti. In one attack seventy Spaniards were killed, 
and the remainder wounded with poisoned arrows. Ojeda and Cosas were 
saved by the arrival of another adventurer, Nicuesa, with four ships. The 
latter attacked the natives, burned their town, in which they found a large 
store of pold, and taking a number of prisoners sent them as slaves to work 
in the mines of Hayti. Among the commanders of these vessels was Francis 
Pizarro, whom Ojeda left at St. Sebastian, the place where he fixed upon for 
a settlement. The latter entered into an agreement with an outlaw, or pirate, 
to take him in his vessel to Santo Domingo. The pirate’s vepel was wrecked 
on the coast of Cuba, from whence they escaped to Jamaica in a canoe. The 
pirate was there apprehended and hanged. Pizarro was obliged to leave St. 
Sebastian, and escaped with a few men to Carthagena — where Encfio,with 
two ships, arrived from Santo Domingo. Pizarro and Enciso then proceeded to 
St. Sebastian, where they were shipwrecked, and, on landing, found the place 
entirely destroyed by the natives. They saved, from the wrecks, provisions, 
arms, and various articles, and proceeded to re-establish themselves at St> 
Sebastian, but they were reduced to great extremities by the attacks of the 
natives, and by the scanty supply of food. 

One of the most remarkable men among the explorers of America accom- 

! )anied this e^roedition. This person was Vasquez [or Vasco] Nunez de Balboa, 
a bankrupt farmer], who had formerly sailed with Bastidas on his voyage 
of discovery. He had obtained a settlement at Hayti; but having been 
accused of some excesses, for which he was to have been executed, he escaped 
by being concealed on board Enciso’s ship in a bread cask. He ventured 
after a day to make his appearance. Enciso was enraged, as he had been 
warned not to take any one but those on his muster-roll, irom Hayti; but' 
the principal parsons on board interceded for Nufiez, and he was consequently 


[* It was probably Pensacola Bay.l 
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protectecT He was afterwards almost the only person at St. Sebastian who 

not absolutely given himself up to despair. Enciso was rallied and 
encouraged by Nunez, by whose energy the stranded vessels were at last got 
afloat, and they sailed, according to the advice of Nufiez, to where he had seen 
a town, when he had made the voyage with Bastidas. They, accordingly, 
steered for the river Darien, and found the place and country such as both 
were described by Nunez. Tliey marched against the cacique and his people, 
attacked and put them to flight — found in the town, which was immediately 
deserted, abundance of provisions, also cotton, spun and unspun, household 
goods of various kinds, and more than the value of $10,000 in gold plates. 
The success of this adventure being justly attributed to Nunez, his reputation 
became great. He deprived Enciso, who bore him no good will from the 
first, of all authority; gained, by his boldness, the confidence of the Spaniards, 
and founded the settlement of Santa Maria. Nunez established his authority 
and retained his power in Darien, and the country then called Castell d’Oro, 
by gaining over, or defeating, the chi fs of the country, by buying, with the 
gold he sent to Santo Domingo, the authorities there over to his interest, and 
by his superior fertility of resources under the most difficult circumstances. 

In the middle of September, 1513, having been informed of rich and vast 
regions to the southwest, stretching along a great ocean which was not far dis- 
tant, he departed from Santa Maria, accompanied by the afterwards celebrated 
Francis Pizarro,^ on an expedition in which, after some desperate conflicts 
with the natives, he advanced so far, on the 25th of September, as to behold, 
lying broad in view, the great Pacific Ocean [which he named the South Sea, 
or Mar del Sur — it was Magellan who gave it its name of Pacific Ocean]. 

Nunez possessed the manner and ability of making himself beloved by his 
companions and followers. He was kind to the sick and the wounded, and 
dshared the same fatigues and the same food as the humblest soldier. Before 
reaching the shores of the Pacific, he was opposed by Chiapes, the cacique 
•of the country; who, however, was soon routed, and several of the natives 
killed by fire-arms, or torn by blood-hovnds, those powerful auxiliaries of 
the Spanish conquerors in America. Nunez then made peace with them — 
exchanging trinkets of little cost for gold to the value of four thousand pieces. 
Pizarro was then sent in advance to view the coast, and two others proceeded, 
on different routes, to find the nearest way from the heights to the sea. Nunez 
followed as soon as he could bring up the sick and wounded. On reaching 
the shore, he walked, with his armour on, into the sea until the water reached 
his middle, and then performed solemnly the ceremony of taking possession, 
in the name of the crown of Castile, of the ocean which he had discovered. 

l^fore attempting further discoveries, he considered it prudent to return 
from the Pacific, and arrived at Santa Maria about the end of January, 1513, 
with the gold and pearls he had collected, and which he distributed faiily 
among the soldiers, deducting one fifth for the king. He immediately sent 
the k^’s share of gold and pearls and all his own to Spain by an agent. On 
arriving at Seville, this agent applied first to the bishop of Burgos, who was 
delighted at the sight of the gold and pearls. Tlie bishop sent him to the 
king, and used all his influence with Ferdinand, who entertained a strong 
aversion to Nunez de Balboa. 

The bishop of Burgos had, previous to the arrival of the agent with treas- 
ures from Ni^ez, counseled the king to supersede him by one of the worst 
characters in Spain. Instead of confirming Nufiez de Balboa^in the govem- 

[* Pizarro's oonqaest of Peru will be found treated in our histoxy of that country.] 
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inent of the countries he discovered and annexed to the crown of Castile, 
Ferdinand appointed Pedro Arias d’ Avila, or, as the Spanish writers, by 
contracting the first name, call him, Pedrarias, governor of Castell d’Oro. 
Haughty and ignorant, he was a nwiker of the arts of oppression, violence, 
and fraud. He left Spain in April, 1514, with a fleet oi fifteen ships, two 
thousand troops, a bishop, John de Quevedo, and numerous greedy and 
rapacious followers of noble birth; among others, Enciso, the enemy of 
Nunez. On their arrival at Santa Maria, they were received by Nunez with 
great respect. They found the latter inhabiting a small house, in simple 
attire, living on the most frugal diet, and drmking no other liquid than water; 
while he had, at the same time, a strong fort with four hundred and fifty brave 
soldiers faithfully attached to him. That he was ambitious, and did severe 
things to obtain that power which he was never known to abuse, is admitted. 
His accounts and statements were clear, and he had annexed the country, 
between the Atlantic and the sea which he had discovered, to the crown of 
Spain. Pedrarias imprisoned this great man, and sent strong representations 
against him to Spain. 

There were, however, some honest men among those brought over by 
Pedrarias, who sent a true account of Nunez to the king; and the latter 
formally expressed his approbation of the conduct of the late governor, and 
appointed him lord-lieutenant of the countries of the South &as, directing 
also that Pedrarias should act by the advice of his predecessor. 

On the king’s letters arriving from Spain, they were suppressed by Pe- 
drarias, who, in the meantime, by his perfidy and cruel exactions, brought 
the whole native population into hostility and revolt against the Spaniards 
The bishop Quevedo then interfered, Nunez was liberated, and, by his skill 
and demeanour, established tranquillity, and proceeded to the South Sea to 
build a town, which he in a short time accomplished, and was then recalled 
by Pedrarias. To the astonishment and horror of all the Spaniards, Nufiez 
was charged with treason ^ by Pedrarias, and publicly beheaded, on the charge 
that he had invaded the domain® of the crown, merely by cutting down, 
without the governor’s licence, the trees used in erecting the town which he 
built. 

His execution was declared a murder by the royal audienza of Santo 
Domingo; yet Pedrarias, whom the bishop of Chiapa described as the most 
wicked monster who was ever sent to America, continued for many years, by 
the king’s will, to exercise his cruelly and injustice. Thus perished Nunez 
de Balboa, in 1517, at the age of forty-four years, for having served his king 
with more fidelity than any of the Spanish conquerors; of whom, if we may 
except Cortes, he was the ablest; and whose character stands to higher than 
any of those who added new territories to the dominions of Spain. 

Pedrarias removed to Panama, where he erected a palace. In his hos- 
tilities and cruelties to the caciques and the native trills, he caused great 
destruction of life; and so ill-judged and planned were his enterprises that, 
in subduing one cacique, Uracca of the mountains, more Spanish lives were 
lost than during the whole conquest of Mexico by Cortes. The only important 
conquest made under Pedrarias was by Francis Hernandez of the territory of 
Nicaragua, to which the governor immediately repaired to take possession for 
himself. Jealous of Hernandez, as he was of Nunez, he charged the former 

[* The chaise oi treason was not entirelj false, as Balboa had planned to secede from the 
government ana ^ on an independent voyage. He was also now re-accused of complicity In 
the murder of I^cnesa, who had been forced to go to sea in a rotten ship in 1611 , and was 
never heard of again.] 
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with a d^gn to revolt; which the latter, confident in his innocence, boldly 
denied. Pedrarias immediately ordered him to be executed: power was to be 
upheld by the immediate death, according to the maxim of this tyrant, of 
conquerors who were suspected. For this murder, equally barbarous as that 
of Nufiez, Pedrarias was not called to account.9 

HERNANDEZ, GRUALVA, GARAY, GOMEZ, AND NARVAEZ 

Hernandez [or Fernandez] de Cordova had discovered the province of 
Yucatan and the bay of Campeachy, in 1517. At a place where he had landed 
for supplies of water, his company was suddenly assailed, and he himself mor- 
tally wounded. The pilot whom Fernandez had employed conducted another 
squadron to the same shores in 1518. The knowledge already acquired was 
extended, and under happier auspices; and Grijalva, the commander of the 
fleet, explored the coast from Yucatan towards Panuco. The masses of gold 
which he collected, the rumours of the empire of Montezuma, its magnificence 
and its extent, heedlessly confirmed by the costly presents of the unsuspecting 
natives, were sufficient to inflame the coldest imagination, and excited the 
enterprise of Cortes. The voyage did not reach the shores of Florida.^ 

But while Gnjalva was opening the way to the conquest of Mexico, the 
line of the Amencan coast, from the Tortugas to Panuco, is said to have 
been examined, yet not with care, by an expedition which was planned, if not 
conducted, by Francisco Garay, the governor of Jamaica. The general out- 
line of the ^f of Mexico now became known.* Garay encountered the 
determined hostility of the natives; a danger which eventually proved less 
disastrous to him than the rivalry of his own countrymen. The adventurers 
in New Spain would endure no independent neighbour: the governor of 
Jamaica tecame involved in a career which, as it ultimately tempted him to 
dispute the possession of a province with Cortes, led him to tb»3 loss of fortune 
and an inglorious death. The progress of discovery along the southern 
boundary of the United States was but lititle advanced by the expedition, of 
which the circumstances have been variously related. 

A voyage for slaves brought the Spaniards still farther upon the northern 
coast. A company of seven, of whom the most distinguished was Lucas 
Vasquez de AyUon, fitted out two slave ships from Santo Domingo, in 1520, in 
quest labourers for their plantations and mines. From the Bahama 
Islands they passed to the coast of South Carolina, a country which was 
qalled Chicora. The Combahee river received the name of the Jordan : the 
name of St. Helena, given to a cape, now belongs to the sound. The natives 
of this region had not yet had cause to fear Europeans; they were invited to 
visit the ships; they came in cheerful throngs; the decks were covered. Im- 
mediately the ships weighed anchor; the sails were unfurled, and the prows 
turned towards Santo Domingo. Husbands were tom from their wives, and 
children from their parents. The crime was unprofitable, and was finally 
aven^d. One of the returning ships foundered at sea, and the j^lty and 
guiltim perished; many of the captives in the other sickened ana died. 

The events that followed mark the character of the times. Vasquez, 
repairing to Spain, boasted of his expedition, as if it entitled him to reward, 
and the emperor, Charlefi^ V, acknowledged his claim. In those days the 

P The aiooonnt of Cortes in Mexico will be fonnd in onr history of that <^nntry.1 
Garay's lieatenant Alonso Alyarez de Pineda was in command, and in 1619 disoovered 
the month of a'great rlrer, which is by many belieyed to be the Mississippi. It was at first called 
the Espirttn Simto on Garay's map of his provinoe.] 
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Spanish monaroh oonfemdakind of appointment [a oeduto] whidi, however 
strange its character may appear, still has its parallel in histoiy. Not only 
were provinces panted — countries were distributed to be subdued; and 
Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon begged to be appointed to the conquest of Chicora. 
After long entreaty, he obtamed his suit, June 12th, 1523. 

The issue of the new and bolder enterprise was disastrous to the under- 
taker. He wasted his fortune in preparations; his largest i^ip was stranded 
in the river Jordan ; many of his men were killed by the natives, whom 
wrongithad quickened to active resistance; he himself escaped only to suffer 
from wounded pride; and, conscious of having done nothing worthy of being 
remembered, ‘ the sense of humiliation is said to have hastened his death, 
October 18th, 1526. 

Tlie love of adventure did not wholly extinguish the desire for maritime 
discovery. When Cortes was able to pause from his success in Mexico, and 
devise further schemes for ingratiating himself with the Spanish monarch, he 
proposed to solve the problem of a northwest passage — the secret which has 
so long baffled the enterprise of the most courageous and persevering naviga- 
tors. He deemed the existence of the passage unquestionable, and, by 
simultaneous voyages along the American coast, on the Pacific, and on the 
Atlantic, he hoped to complete the discovery to which Sebastian Cabot had 
pointed the way. 

The design of Cortes remained but the offer of loyalty. A voyage to the 
northwest was really undertaken in 1525 by Stephen Gomez, an experienced 
Portuguese naval officer, who had been with Magellan in the first memorable 
passage into the Pacific Ocean. ^ The expedition was decreed by the council 
for the Indies, in the hope of discovering the northern route to India, whichi 
notwithstanding it had been sought for in vain, was yet universally believed 
to exist. His ship entered the bays of New York and New England; on old 
Spanish maps, that portion is marked as the land of Gomez. Failing to dis- 
cover a passage, and fearful to return without success and without a freight, 
he fflled his vessel with robust Indtens, to be sold as slaves. Brilliant expec- 
tations had been raised; and the conclusion was esteemed despicably ludi- 
crous. Tlie Spaniards scorned to repeat their voyages to the cold and frozen 
north; in the south, and in the south only, they looked for, as Peter Martyr 
said, “ great and exceeding riches.” The adventure of Gomez had no political 
results. It had been furthered by the enemies of Sebastian Cabot, v^io was, 
at that time, in the service of Spain; and it established the reputation of the 
Bristol mariner. 

But neither the fondness of the Spanish monarch for extensive domains, 
nor the desire of the nobility for new governments, nor the passion of adven- 
turers for undiscovered wealth would permit the abandonment of the conquest 
of Florida. Permission to invade that territory was next sought for and 
obtained by Pamphilo de Narvaez, the same person who had been sent by the 
jealous governor of Cuba to take Cortes prisoner, and who, after having 
declared him an outlaw, was himself easily defeated. 

The territory, placed at the mercy of Narvaez, extended to the river of 
Palms; farther* therefore, to the west, than the territory which was afte^ 
wards included in Louisiana. His expedition was as unsuccessful as his 

Hia aettlemont of San Migael was attempted in the region 'where the Engliah later 
eatahlished Jameq|own.] 

[• In OUT history of Portugal we have already described the first circumnavigation of the 
globe in by the ccmpainons of Fem&o de Magelhftes or Manllan, whose exploit belongs 

to Spanish glory as it was made by commission from the Bpanish king.] 
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attempt 'Ugainst Cortes, but it was memorable for its disasters. Of three 
hundred men, of whom eighty were moimted, but four or five returned. Hie 
valour of the natives, thirst, famine, and pestilence, the want of concert 
between the ships and the men set on shore, the errors of jud^ent in the 
commanders, rapidly melted away the unsuccessful company. It is not pos- 
sible to ascertain, with exactness, the point where Narvaez first landed in 
Florida, April 15th, 1527 ; probably it was at a bay a little east of the meridian 
of Cape St. Antony, in Cuba; it may have been, therefore, not far from the 
bay now called Apalache. The party soon struck into the interior; they 
knew not where they were, nor whither they were going; and followed the 
directions of the natives. These, with a sagacity careful to save themselves 
from danger, described the distant territory as full of gold, and freed them- 
selves from the presence of troublesome guests by exciting a hope that covet- 
ousness could elsewhere be amply gratified. The town of Apalache, which was 
thought to contain immense accumulations of wealth, proved to be an incon- 
siderable collection of wigwams. It was probably in the region of the bay of 
Pensacola that the remnant of the party, after a ramble of eight hundred 
miles, finally came again upon the sea, in a condition of extreme penury 
(September 22nd). Here they manufactured rude boats, in which none but 
desperate men would have embarked; and Narvaez and most of his com- 
panions, after having passed nearly six months in Florida, perished in a storm 
near the mouth of the Mississippi.* One ship’s company was wrecked upon 
an island; most of those who were saved died of famine. The four who ulti- 
mately reached Mexico (1536) by land succeeded only after years of hard- 
ships. The simple narrative of their wanderings, their wretchedness, and 
their courageous enterprise could not but have been full of marvels; their 
rambles, extending across Louisiana and the northern part of Mexico to the 
shores of the Pacific Ocean in Sonora, were almost as wide as those of Lewis 
and Clark to the sources of the Missouri and the mouth of th€j,*Columbia river; 
the story which one of them, Cabeza de Vaca, published, and of which the 
truth was affirmed, on oath, before a magistrate, is disfigured by bold exag- 
gerations and the wildest fictions. The knowledge of the bays and rivers of 
Florida, on the gulf of Mexico, was not essentially increased; the strange tales 
of miraculous cures, of natural prodigies, and of the resuscitation of the dead 
were harmless falsehoods; the wanderers, on their return, persevered in the 
far moil; fatal assertion that Florida was the richest country in the world. 
The assertion was readily believed, even by those to whom the wealth of 
Mexico and Peru was familiarly known. 

SOTO’S MARCH TO THE MISSISBIPri 

To no one was credulity more disastrous than to Ferdinand de Soto, a 
native of Xeres, and now an ambitious courtier. He had himself gained fame 
and fortune by military service in the New World. He had been the favourite 
companion of Pizarro in the conquest of Peru, where he had distinguished 
himself for conduct and valour. Perceiving the angry divisions which were 
threatened by the jealousy of the Spaniards in Peru, Soto had seasonably 
withdrawn, with his share of the spoils, and now appeared in Spain to enjoy 
his reputation, to display his opmence, and to solicit advancement. His 
reception was triumphSant; success of all kinds awaited him. Hie daughter 

[■ Cabexa deVaca'',one of the earvlvora described this river as sweetening the brine of the 
golf of Mexioo so that they were able to drink of its waters. Cabeza is by some thus oredited 
with preceding De Soto In the discovery of the MissisBlppi.] 
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of the distinguished nobleman under whom he had first served as a poor 
adventurer became his wife; and the special favour of Gharfes V invitea his 
ambition to prefer a large request. It had ever been believed that the depths 
of the continent at the north concealed cities as mi^rficent and temples as 
ricUy endowed as any which had yet been plunderedwithin the limits of the 
tropics. Soto desired to rival Cortes in glor}^ and su^aas Pizarro in wealth. 
Blinded by avarice and the love of power, he repaired to Valladolid, and 
demanded permission to conquer Florida at his own cost; and Charles V 
readily conceded to so renowned a commander the government of the isle of 
Cuba, with absolute power over the immense territory to which the name of 
Florida was still vaguely applied. 

No sooner was the design of the new expedition published in Spain, than 
the wildest hopes were indulged. How brilliant must be the prospect, since 
even the conqueror of Peru was willing to hazard his fortune and the greatness 
of his name! Adventurers assembled as volunteers, many of them people of 
noble birth and good estates. Houses and vineyards, lands for tillage, and 
rows of olive trees in the Ajarrafe of Seville were sold, as in the times of the 
Crusades, to obtain the means of military equipments. 

The fleet sailed as gaily as if it had b^n but a holiday excursion of a 
bridal party. In Cuba, the precaution was used to send vessels to Florida to 
explore a harbour; and two Indians, brought as captives to Havana, invented 
such falsehoods as they perceived would be acceptable. They conversed by 
signs; and the signs were interpreted as affirming that Florida abounded in 
gold. The news spread great contentment; Soto and his troops were resUess 
with longing for the hour of their departure to the conquest of [what the gen- 
tleman of Elvaa« called] “ the richest coimtry which had yet been discovered.^* 

Soto had been welcomed in Cuba (May, 1639) by long and brilliant festi- 
vals and rejoicings. At length, all preparations were completed; leaving his 
wife to govern the island, he and his company, full of unbounded expectations, 
embarked for Florida, and in about a fortnight his fleet anchored m the bay 
of Espiritu Santo. The soldiers w^nt on shore; the horses, between two and 
three hundred in number, were disembarked; and the men of the expedition 
stood upon the soil which they had so eagerly desired to tread. Soto would 
listen to no augury but that of success; and, like Cortes, he refused to retain 
his ships, lest they should afford a temptation to retreat. Most of them were 
sent to Havana. o 

And now began the nomadic march of the adventurers; a numerous body 
of horsemen, besides infantry, completely armed; a force exceeding m num- 
bers and equipments the famous expeditions against the empires of Mexico 
and Peru. Everything was provided that experience in former invasions and 
the cruelty of avarice could suggest; chains for captives, and the instrummts 
of a forge; arms of aU kinds then in use, and bloodhounds as auxiliaries against 
the feeble natives; ample stores of food, and, as a last resort, a drove of hogs 
which would soon swarm in the favouring climate, where the forests md the 
Indian maize furnished abundant sustenance. It was a roving expedition of 
gallant freebooters in quest of fortune. It was a romantic stroll of men whom 
avarice rendered ferocious, through unexplored regions, over un^ovm paths; 
wherever rumour might point to the residence of some chieftain with more 
than Peruvian wealth, or the ill-interpreted signs of the ignorant nativM might 
seem to promise a harvest of gold. Religious zeal*was also united with ava- 
rice: there wgre not only cavalry and foot-soldiers, with all that beloiw to 
warlike arrsLy: twelve priests, besides other ecclesiastics, accompanied the 
expedition, ^orida was to become Catholic during scenes of robbery and 
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camaga. Every festival was to be kept; every religious practice to be 
observed. As the troops inarched through the wdemess, the solemn pro- 
cessionB, which the ui^ges of the church enjoined, were scrupulously in- 
stituted. 

The wanderings of the first season brought the company from the bay of 
Espiritu Santo to the country of the Appdachians, east of the Flint river, 
and not far from the head of the bay of Appalachee. The names of the inter- 
mediate places cannot be identified. The march was tedious and full of dan- 
g^TB, The IndianB were always hostile ; the two captives of the former expedi- 
tion escaped; a Spaniard, who had b^n kept in slavery from the time of 
Narvaez, could give no accounts of any country where there was silver or gold. 
The guides would purposely lead the Castilians astray, and involve them in 
morals; even though death, under the fangs of the bloodhounds, was the 
certain punishment. The whole company grew dispirited, and desired the 
governor to return, since the country opened no brilliant prospects. I will 
not turn back,'^ said Soto, “ till I have seen the poverty of the country with 
my own eyes.** An exploring party discovered Ochus, the harbour of Pen- 
sacola; and a message was sent to Cuba, desiring that in the ensuing year 
supplies for the expedition might be sent to that place. 

Eayly in the spring of the following year, 1540, the wanderers renewed 
their ihirch, with an Indian guide, who promised to lead the way to a country, 
go^lned, it was said, by a woman, and where gold so abounded that the art 
of melting and refining it was understood. He described the process so well, 
that the credulous Spaniards took heart, and exclaimed, “He must have 
seen it, or the devil has been his teacher!** The Indian appears to have 
pointed towards the Gold Region of North Carolina. The adventurers, 
therefore, eagerly hastened to the northeast; they passed the Alatamaha; 
they admired the fertile valleys of Georgia, rich, productive, and full of good 
rivers. They passed a northern tributary of the AlatamaJm, and a southern 
branch of the Ogechee; and, at length, came upon the Ogechee itself, which, 
m April, flowed with a full channel and a strong current. Much of the time, 
the Spaniards were in wild solitudes; they suffered for want of salt and of 
meat. 

The direction of the march was now to the north; to the comparatively 
sterile country of the Cherokees, and in part through a district in which gold 
is now«sfound. The inhabitants were poor, but gentle. Soto could hardly 
have crossed the mountains, so as to enter the basin of the Tennessee river; 
it seems, rather, that he passed from the head-waters of the Savannah, or 
the Chattahouchee, to the head-waters of the Coosa. The name of Canasauga, 
a village at which he halted, is still given to a branch of the latter stream. 
For several months the Spaniards were in the valleys which send their waters 
to the bay of Mobile; Chiaha was an island distant about a hundred miles 
from Canasauga. An exploring party, sent to the north, were appalled by 
the aspect of the Appalachian chain, and pronounced the mountains impassable. 
They had looked for mines of copper and gold; and their only plunder was a 
buffalo robe. 

In the latter part of July the Spaniards were at Coosa. A southerly 
direction led the train to Tuscaloosa, October 18th; the wanderers reached 
a considerable town on t}ie Alabama, above the junction of the Tombigbee, 
and about one himdred miles, or six days* journey, from Pensacola. The 
town was called Mavilla, or Mobile, a name which is still preserved, and 
applied, not to the bay only, but to the river, after the union of its numerous 
tributaries. The Spaniarcu, tired of lodging in the fields, desired to occupy 
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the town; the Indiana rose to le^t the invaders, whom they distnifted and 
fear^ A battle ^usoed; ^ terrors of toeir cavil^ gave the victoiy to the 
Spaniards. We know not if a more bloody Indian nght ever oocorred on the 
soil of the United States: the town was set on fire; and twenty-five hundred 
Indians are said to have been slain, suffocated, or bum^ Ibey had fought 
with desperate courage; and, but for the flam^, which consum^ their lig ht 
and dense settlements, they would have effectually repulsed the inva^rs. 
** Of the Christians, eighteen died'’; one hundred and fifty were wounded with 
arrows; twelve horses were slain, and seventy hurt. The flames had not 
spared the baggage of the Spaniards; it was within the town, and was entirely 
consumed. 

Meanwhile, ships from Cuba had arrived at Ochus, now Pensacola. Soto 
was too proud to confess his failure. He determined to send no news of him- 
self, until, like Cortes, he had found some rich country. Soto retreated 
towards the north, November 18th, his troops already reduced, by sickness 
and warfare, to five hundred men. A month passed away before he reached 
winter quarters at Chicaga, a small town in the country of the Qiickasaws, 
in the upper part of the state of Mississippi; probably on the western bank of 
the Yazoo. The weather was severe, and snow fell ; but maize was yet stand- 
ing in the open fields. Tlie Spaniards were able to gather a supply qf food, 
and the deserted town, with such rude cabins as they added, afforded t^em 
shelter through the winter. Yet no mines of Peru were discovere^i; no 
ornaments of gold adorned the rude savages; their wealth was the harvest of 
com, and wigwams were their only palaces; they were poor and independent; 
they were hardy and loved freedom. Wlien spring or)ened, Soto, as he had 
usually done with other tribes, demanded of the cliieftain of the Chickasaws 
two hundred men to carry the burdens of his company. 

The Indians, deceiving the sentinels, set fire to their own village, in which 
the Castilians were encamped. On a sudden, half the houses were in flames; 
and the loudest notes of the war-whoop rung through the air. The India|y|g. 
could they have acted with calm .bravery, might have gained an easy and 
entire victoiy; but they trembled at their own success, and feared the unequal 
battle against weapons of steel. Many of the horses had broken loose; these, 
terrified and without riders, roamed through the forests, of which the burning 
village illuminated the shades, and seemed to the ignorant natives the gather- 
ing of hostile squadrons. Others of the horses penshed in the stablos; most 
of the swine were consumed; eleven of the Christians were burned, or lost 
their lives in the tumult. Tlie clothes which had been saved from the fires 
of Mobile were destroyed, and the Spaniards, now as naked as the natives, 
suffered from the cold. Weapons and equipments were consumed or spoiled. 
Had the Indians made a resolute onset on this night or the next, the Spaniards 
would have been unable to resist. But in a respite of a week, for^s were 
erected, swords newly tempered, and good ashen lances "were made, equal to 
the best of Biscay. When the Indians attacked the camp, March 16th, they 
found the Christrans" prepared. 

All the disasters which had been encountered, far from diminishing the 
boldness of the governor, served only to confirm his obstinacy by wounding 
his pride. Shomd he, who had promised greater booty than Mexico or Peru 
had yielded, now return as a defeated fugitive, so ^aked that his troop were 
clad only in skins and mats of ivy? The search for some wealthy region was 
renewed, Apijl 27th; the caravan marched stiU farther to the west. For 
seven days it struggled through a wilderness of forests and marshes; and, 
at length, came to Indian settlements in the vicinity of the Mississippi. Soto 
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was the. first ^ of Europeans to behold the ma^ificent river, which rolled its 
immense mass of waters through the splendid vegetation of a wide alluvial 
soil. The lapse of nearly three centunes has not changed the character of 
the stream; it was then aescribed as more than a mile broad; flowing with a 
strong current, and, by the weight of its waters, forcing a channel of great 
depth. The water was always muddy; trees and timber were continually 
floating down the stream. 

The Spaniards were guided to the Mississippi by natives; and were directed 
to one of the usual crossing places, probably at the lowest Chickasaw bluff, 
not far from the thirty-fifth parallel of latitude. The arrival of the strangers 
awakened curiosity and fear. A multitude of people from the western banks 
of the river, painted and gaily decorated with great plumes of white feathers, 
the warriors standing in rows with bow and arrows m their hands, the chief- 
tains sitting under awnings as magnificent as the artless manufactures of the 
natives could weave, came rowing down the stream in a fleet of two hundred 
canoes, seeming to the admiring Spaniards ^^like a fair army of galleys.’^ 
The boats of the natives were too weak to transport horses; almost a month 
expired before barges large enough to hold three horsemen each were con- 
structed for crossing the river. At length the Spaniards, in May, embarked 
upon the Mississippi ; and Europeans were borne to its western bank. 

The Kaskaskias Indians, at that time, occupied a province southwest of 
the Missouri; Soto had heard its praises; he believed in its vicinity to mineral 
wealth; and he determined to visit its towns. In ascending the Mississippi 
the party was often obliged to wade through morasses; at length they came, 
as it would seem, upion the district of Little Prairie, and the dry and elevated 
lands which extend towards New Madrid. The Spaniards were adored as 
children of the sun, and the blind were brought into their presence, to be 
healed by the sons of light. Pray only to God, who is in heaven, for what- 
soever ye need,’^ said Soto in reply. At Pacaha, the i^rthemmost pomt 
which ^to reached near the Mississippi, he remained forty days, June 19 th to 
July 29 th. The spot cannot be identified; 

An exploring party, which was sent to examine the regions to the north, 
reported that they were almost a desert. The country still nearer the Missouri 
was said by the Indians to be thinly inhabited; the bison abounded there so 
much that no maize could be cultivated; and the few inhabitants were 
hunters*. Soto turned, therefore, to the west and northwest, and in August 
plunged still more deeply into the interior of the continent. The highlands 
of n^ite river, more than two hundred miles from the Mississippi, were 
probably the limit of his ramble in this direction. The mountains offered 
neither gems nor gold; and the disappointed adventurers marched to the 
south. They passed through a succession of towns, of which the position 
cannot be fixed; till, at length, we find them among the Timicas, near the 
hot spring and saline tributaries of the Washita. It was at Autiamque, a 
town on the same river, that they passed the winter; they had arrived at the 
settlement throi^h the country of the Kappaws. 

The native tribes, eveiywhere on the route, were found in a state of civilisa- 
tion bevond that of nomadic hordes. They were an agricultural people, with 
fixed places of abode, and subsisted upon the produce of the fields, more than 
upon the chase. The Spaniards treated them witli no other forbearance than 
their own selfishness dehaanded, and enslaved such as offended, employing 

[' We have already mentioned the prior claims of Pineda and Gabeza de Vaca. But though 
many have casually found the mouth of the river, it was Soto’s men who first gave the world 
a true idea of its magnitude.] 
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them as porters and guides. On a slight suspicion, they would cut off the 
hands of numbers of the natives, for punishment or intimidation; while the 
young cavaliers, from desire of seeming valiant, ceased to be merciful, and 
exulted in cruelties and carnage. The guide who 4as unsuccessful, or who 
purposely led them away from the settlements of his tribe, would be seised 
and thrown to the hounds. Sometimes a native was condemned to the flames. 
Any trifling consideration of safety would induce the governor to set fire to a 
hamlet. 

In the spring of the following year, 1542, Soto determined to descend the 
Washita to its junction, and to get tidings of the sea. As he advanced, he 
was soon lost amidst the bayous and marshes which are found along the Red 
river and its tributaries. Near the Mississippi, he came upon the country 
of Nilco, which was well peopled. At last, April 17th, he arrived at the 
province where the Washita, already united with the Red river, enters the 
Mississippi. The province was called Guachoya. Soto anxiously inquired 
the distance to the sea; the chieftain of Guachoya could not tell. Were there 
settlements extending along the river to its mouth? It was answered that 
its lower banks were an uninhabited waste. Unwilling to believe so disheart- 
ening a tale, Soto sent one of his men, with eight horsemen, to descend the banks 
of the Mississippi, and explore the country. They travelled eight days, and 
were able to advance not much more than thirty miles, they were so delayed 
by the frequent bayous, the impassable cane-brakes, and the dense woods. 
The governor received the intelligence with concern; he suffered from anxiety 
and gloom. His horses and men were dying around him, so that the natives 
were becoming dangerous enemies.^ 

AN EYE-WITNESS ON SOTO^S DEATH (THE GENTLEMAN OF ELVAB) 

The governor fell into great dumps to see how hard it w^as to get to the 
sea; and worse, because his men and horses every day diminished, being 
without succour to sustain themselV'es in the country ; and with that thought 
he fell sick. But before he took his bed he tent an Indian to the cacique of 
Quigalta to tell him that he was the child of the sun, and that all the way 
that he came all men obeyed and served him, that he requested him to accept 
of his friendship and come unto him, for he would be very glad to se$ him; 
and in sign of love and obedience to bring something with him of that which 
in his country was most esteemed. The cacique answered by the same Indian : 

“ That whereas he said he was the child of the sun, if he would dry up the 
river he would believe him; and touching the rest, that he was wont to visit 
none; but rather that all those of whom he had notice did visit him, served, 
obeyed, and paid him tributes willingly or perforce: therefore, if he desired 
to see him, it were best he should come thither; that if he came in peace he 
would receive him with special good will; and if in war, in like manner he 
would attend him in the town where he was, and that for him or any other 
he would not shrink one foot back.” 

By the time the Indian returned with this answer, the governor had 
betaken himself to bed, being evil handled with fevers, and was much aggrieved 
that he was not in case to pass presently the river and to seek him, to see 
if he could abate that pride of his, considering the riveifwent now very strongly 
in those parts; for it was near half a league broad, and sixteen fathoms deep, 
and very furioi», and ran with a great current; and on both sides there were 
many Indians, and his power was not now so great, but that he had need to 
help himself rather by finesse than by force. And seeing how many Indians 

H. W. — VOIi. XXII. ai 
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camethmy to the town, and what store of people was in that country, fearing 
they should all conspire together and plot some treason against him; a^ 
because the town had some open gaps which were not made an end of enclosing, 
besides the gates which they went in and out by: because the Indians should 
not think he feared them, he let them all alone unrepaired; and commanded 
the horsemen to be appointed to them, and to the gates : and all night the horse- 
men went the round; and two and two of every squadron rode about, and 
visited the scouts that were without the town in their standings by the passages 
and the crossbowmen that kept the canoes in the river. And because the 
Indians should stand in fear of them, he determined to send a captain to Nilco, 
for those of Guachoya had told him that it was inhabited; that by using 
them cruelly, neither the one nor the other should presume to assail him; 
and he sent Nuilez de Touar with fifteen horsemen, and John de Guzman 
captain of the footmen, with his company in canoes up the river. 

There were about five or six thousand people in the town; and, as many 
people came out of the houses, and fled from one house to another, and many 
Indians came flocking together from all parts, there was never a horseman 
that was not alone among many. The captain had commanded that they 
should not spare the life of any male. Their disorder was so great that there 
was no Indian that shot an arrow at any Christian. The shrieks of women 
and children were so great that they made the ears deaf of those that followed 
them. There were slain a hundred Indians, little more or less: and many 
wefe*wounded with great wounds, whom they suffered to escape to strike a 
terror in the rest that were not there. There were some so cruel and butcher- 


like that they killed old and young, and all that they met, though they made 
no resistance; and those which presumed of themselves for their valour, and 
were taken for such, broke through the Indians, bearing down many with 
their stirrups and breasts of their horses; and some they wounded with their 
lances, and so let them go: and when they saw any youth or woman they 
took them, and delivered them to the footmen. These fnen’s sins by God’s 
permission lighted on their own heads; who, because they would seem valiant, 
became cruel; showing themselves extreme cowards in the sight of all men 
when most need of valour was required, and afterwards they came to a 
shameful death. Of the Indians of Nilco were taken prisoners fourscore 
women and children, and much spoil. 

The governor felt in himself that the hour approached wherein he was to 
leave this present life, and called for the king’s officers, captains, and principal 
persons, to whom he made a speech, saying that now he was to go to give an 
account before the presence of God of all his life past: and since it pleased 
him to take him in such a time, and that the time was come that he knew his 
death, that he his most unworthy servant did yield him many thanks there- 
for; and desired all that were present and absent (whom he confessed himself 
to be much beholden unto for their sin^lar virtues, love and loyalty, which 
himself had well tried in the travels which they had suffered, which always 
in his mind he did hope to satisfy and reward, when it should please God to 
give him rest, with more prosperity of his estate), that they would pray to 
God for him, that for his mercy he would forgive him his sins, and receive 
his soul into eternal glory: and that they would quit and free him of the 
chaige which he had ^ver them, and ought imto them all, and that they 
would pardon him for some wronm which they might have received of him. 
And to avoid some division, whi^ upon his death might out upon the 
choice of his successor, he requested them to elect a principal person, and 
able to govern, of whom all should like well; and when he was elected, they 
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idiould swear before him to obey him; and that he would thank them veiy 
much in so doing; because the grief that he had would somewhat be assuagedf, 
and the pain that he felt, because he left them in so great confusion, to wit, 
in leaving them in a strange countiy, where they knew not where they were. 

Baltasar de Gallegos answered in the name of all the rest. And first of 
all comforting him, he set before his eyes how short the life of this world was. 
and with how many troubles and miseries it is accompanied, and how God 
showed him a singular favor which soonest left it; telling him many other 
things fit for such a time. And touching the governor which he commanded 
they should elect, he besought him that it would please his lordship to name 
him which he thought fit, and him they would obey. And presently he 
named Luys de Moscoso de Alvarado, his captain-general. And presently 
he was sworn by all that were present, and elected for governor. 

The next day being the 21st of May, 1542, departed out of this life, the 
valorous, virtuous, and valiant captain, Don Fernando de Soto, governor 
of Cuba, and adelantado of Florida: whom fortune advanced, as it useth to do 
others, that he might have the higher fall. He departed in such a place, and 
at such a time, as in his sickness he had but little comfort: and the danger 
wherein all his people were of perishing in that country, which appeared before 
their eyes, was cause sufficient why every one of them had need of comfort, 
and why they did not visit nor accompany him as they ought to have done. 
Luys de Moscoso determined to conceal his death from the Indians, because^ 
Fernando de Soto had made them believe that the Christians were immoiHal ; 
and also because they took him to be hardy, wise, and valiant : and if they , 
should know that he was dead, they would be bold to set upon the Christians, 
though they live peaceably by them. 

As soon as he was dead, Luys de Moscoso commanded to put him secretly 
in the house, where he remained three days; and moving him from thence, 
commanded him to Ixj buried in the night at one of the gates of the town within 
the wall. And as the Indians had seen him sick, and missed him, so did they 
suspect what might be. And passing by the place where he was buried, see- 
ing the earth moved, they looked and spake one to another. Luys de Moscoso 
understanding of it, commanded him to be taken up by night, and to cast a 
great deal of sand into the mantles, wherein he was wound up, wherein he 
was carried in a canoe, and thrown into the midst of the river. The cacique 
of Guachoya inquired for him, demanding what was become of his brotW 
and lord, the governor, Luys de Moscoso told him that he was gone to heaven, 
as many other times he did: and because he was to stay there certain days 
he had left him in his place. The cacique thought with himself that he was 
dead; and commanded two young and well-proportioned Indians to be 
brought thither; and said that the use of that country was when any lord 
died, to kill Indians to wait upon him, and serve him by the way, and for 
that purpose by his commandment were those come thither: and prayed 
Luys de Moscoso to command them to be beheaded, that they might attend 
and serve his lord and brother. Luys de Moscoso told him that the eoyemor 
was not dead, but gone to heaven, and that of his own Christian soldiers he 
had taken such as he needed to serve him, and prayed him to command those 
Indians to be loosed, and not to use any such bad custom from thenceforth; 
straightway he commanded them to be loosed and tp get them home to their 
houses. And one of them would not go ; saying that he would not serve him 
i-hat without desert had judged him to death, but that he would serve him as 
long as he lived which had saved his life. 

Luys de Moscoso caused aU the goods of the governor to be sold at an 
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outcry: to wit, two men slaves and two women slaves, and three horses, 
and seven hundred hoes. For every slave or horse, they gave two or three 
thousand ducats: whi^ were to be paid at the first melting of gold or silver, 
or at the division of their portion of inheritance. And they entered into 
bonds, though in the country there was not wherewith to pay it within a 
year after, and put in sureties for the same. Such as in Spam had no goods 
to bind, gave two hundred ducats for a hog, giving assurance after the same 
manner. Those which had any goods in Spain bought with more fear, and 
bought the less. From that time forward, most of the company had swine, 
and brought them up, and fed upon them; and observed Fridays and Satur- 
days, and the evenings of feasts, which before they did not. For sometimes 
in two or three months they did eat no flesh, and whensoever they could come 
by it, they did eat it. 

Some were glad of the death of Don Ferdinando de Soto, holding for 
certain that Luys de Moscoso (which was given to his ease) would rather 
desire to be among the Christians at rest, than to continue the labours of the 
war in subduing and discovering of countries; whereof they were already 
weary, seeing the small profit that ensued thereof.® 

THE RETURN OF SOTO’s COMPANIONS (1542 A.D.) 

The discoverer of the Mississippi slept beneath its waters. He had crossed 
a lai^e part of the continent in search of gold, and found nothing so remarkable 
as his burial-place.' 

No longer guided by the energy and pride of Soto, the company resolved 
on reaching New Spain without delay. Should they embark in such miserable 
boats as they could construct, and descend the river? Or should they seek 
a path to Mexico through the forests? They were unanimous in the opinion 
that it was less dangerous to go by land; the hope was still^cherished that some 
wealthy state, some opulent city, might yet be discovered, and all fatigues 
be forgotten in the midst of victory and spoils. Again they penetrated the 
western wilderness; in July they found themselves in the country of the 
Natchitoches; but the Red river was so swollen that it was impossible for 
them to pass. They soon became bewildered. As they proceeded, the Indian 
guidej purposely led them astray; “they went up and down through very 
great woods,” without making any progress. The wilderness, into which 
they had at last wandered, was sterile and scarcely inhabited; they had now 
reached the great buffalo prairies of the west, the hunting-grounds of the 
Pawnees and Comanches, the migratory tribes on the coiflines of Mexico. 
The Spaniards believed themselves to be at least one hundred and fifty leagues 
west of the Mississippi. Desperate as the resolution seemed, it was deter- 
mined to return once more to its banks, and follow its current to the sea. 
There were not wanting men whose hopes and whose courage were not yet 
exhausted, who wished rather to die in the wilderness than to leave it in 
poverty; but Moscoso [or Musco^o] the new governor, [says the gentleman 
of Elvas «], had long “ desired to see himself in a place where he might sleep 
his full sleep.” 

In December they came upon the Mississippi at Minoya, a few leagues 
above the mouth of Red river, often wading through deep waters, and grate- 
ful to God if at night, they could find a dry resting-place. 

Nor was the Icmour yet at an end; it was no easy task {or men in their 

[> The adelantado of Cuba and Florida, who had hoped to nther the wealth of nations, 
left as his property four Indian alayeB, three horees, and a herd of swine.” — J. G. Shea.*] 
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condition to build brigantines. Erecting a fo^, they struck off the fetters 
from the slaves; and, gathering eveiy scrap of iron in the camp, they wrought 
it into nails. Timber was sawed by hand with a large saw, which they had 
always carried with them. They caulked their vessds with a weed like hemp; 
barrels, capable of holding water, were with difficulty made; to obtain sup- 
plies of provision, all the hogs and even the horses were killed, and the^ 
flesh preserved by drying; and the neighbouring townships of Indians were 
so plundered of their food that the miserable inhabitants would come about 
the Spaniards begging for a few kernels of their own maize, and often died 
from weakness and want of food. The rising of the Mississippi assisted the 
launching of the seven brigantmes; they were frail barks, which had no decks; 
and as, from the want of iron, the nails were of necessity short, they were 
constructed of very thin planli, so that the least shock would have broken 
them in pieces. Thus provided, in seventeen days, July 2nd to 18th, 1543, 
the fugitives reached the gulf of Mexico; the distance seemed to them two 
hundred and fifty leagues, and was not much less than five hundred miles. 
They observed that for some distance from the mouth of the Mississippi the 
sea is not salt, so great is the volume of fresh water which the river discharges. 
Following, for the most part, the coast, it was more than fifty days before the 
men, who finally escaped, now no more than three hundred and eleven in 
number, September lOth, entered the river Panuco. 

Such is the history of the first visit of Europeans to the Mississippi; the 
honour of the discovery belongs, without a doubt, to the Spaniards. TTiere 
were not wanting adventurers who desired to make one more attempt to 
possess the country by force of arms; their request was refused. Religious 
zeal was more persevering; December 28th, 1547, Louis Cancello, a missions^ 
of the Dominican order, gained, through Philip, then heir apparent in Spain, 
permission to visit Florida, and attempt the peaceful conversion of the natives. 
Christianity was to conquer the land against which so many expeditions had 
failed. The Spanish governors were directed to favour the design ; all slaves, 
that had been taken from the northern shore of the Gulf of Mexico, were to 
be manumitted and restored to their country. The ship was fitted out with 
much solemnity; but the priests, who sought the first interview with the 
natives, were feared as enemies, and, being immediately attacked, Louis 
and two others fell martyrs to their zeal (1549). Florida was abandoned. It 
seemed as if death guarded the avenues to the country .» 

THE GREAT MARCH Or CORONADO 

J. G. Shea t draws a striking contrast between the campaign of Soto and 
that of Yanquez de Coronado, who was passing through almost the same 
territory at me same time with a perfectly equipped army. While Soto’s 
dilapidated band was at Pacaha, in July and August, 1541, Coronado’s army 
actually encamped so near that an Indian runner might in a few days havo 
carried tidings from one to the other. It is said that Coronado heard of his 
countryman and unsuccessfully attempted to reach him by messenger ; but 
Soto knew nothii^ of the presence of tne other expedition. Curiously enough 
Shea comments, ^to’s useless, cruel expedition finds ample record in history," 
while ** the well-managed march of Coronado merely ^nds scant mention.’’^® 

In 1530, ten years after the conquest of Mexico by Cortes, stories were 
told the Spaniards there of seven great Indian cities in the north, within the 
present limits oi New Mexico and Arizona. The cities were said to be full 
of silver and gold ; and Nuno de Guzman, with a force of four hundred Span* 
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iards and twenty thousand Indians, set out from Mexico in search of this Land 
of the Seven Cities, believed to be only six hundred miles distant. The Seven 
Cities and the Island of the Amazons, of which he had also heard, kept receding 
as he marched, and finally he retraced his steps as far as Compostella and 
Guadalaxara, where he established what was afterwards known as the province 
of New Gallicia. He was presently deposed from the governorship of this 
province by Mendoza, the new vicero)r, and was succeeded by Francisco 
Vasquez de Coronado. To Coronado, in 1536, came the accounts of the 
arrival at Culiacan of De Vaca and his three companions, the sole survivors 
of Narvaez^s expedition to Florida in 1527, after nine years^ wanderings 
through the great regions north of the Gulf of Mexico, with their accounts 
of having fallen in with civilised peoples, living *‘in populous towns with 
very large houses.^^ Coronado sent out Fray Marcos de Nizza, a monk who 
had been in Peru under Alvarado, on a preliminary investigation north, 
accompanied by one of De Vaca’s companions, a negro named Stephen, and 
others. Fray Marcos’ report upon his return is the first definite account 
which exists of the exploration and history of the region occupied by what 
we call the Pueblo Indians. It may be found in Hakluyt^. Fray Marcos 
came to many Indian villages, passed through rich valleys, and heard much 
about the province of Cibola and its seven great cities, and of other great 
kingdoms beyond, which were called Marata, Acus, and Totonteac. From 
a hill he looked down upon a city in a plain, which he said was larger than 
Mexico, and which his Indian companions said was the smallest of the Seven 
Cities. After great dangers and remarkable experiences he returned to 
Coronado, who went with him to Mexico to report to Mendoza. Mendoza 
forwarded Fray Marcos’ written report to the emperor Charles V, accom- 
panied by an account of his own of the previous attempts at exploring the 
country. 

In February, 1540, Coronado himself, accompanied by Fray Marcos, set 
out for the Seven Cities of Cibola, with a force of three fiundred Spaniards 
and eight hundred Indians. But the expedition resulted in great disappoint- 
ment. Instead of the great city which Marcos had reported, Cibola turned 
out a poor village with not more than two hundred mhabitants, situated on 
a rocky eminence. From its resemblance in situation, Coronado gave the 
name Granada to the village. He states that the name Cibola belonged to 
the whole district, not to any particular place. From this village, August 
3rd, 1540, he sent to the viceroy the account of his explorations, from which 
we quote, expressing his disappointment and his disbelief in Fray Marcos’ 
report of the rich and powerful kingdoms beyond." 


CoTonadcfB Own Account of His March 

The 22 of the moneth of Aprill last past I departed from the prouince of 
Culiacan with part of the army, and in such order as I mentioned vnto your 
Lordship, and according to the successe I assured my selfe, by all likelihood 
that I shall not bring aU mine armie together in this enterprise: because the 
troubles haue bene so great and the want of victuals, that I thinke all this 
yeere wil not be sufficient to performe this enterprise, & if it should bee per- 
formed in so short a time, it wcfuld be to the great losse of our people. For 
as I wrote vnto your Lordship, I was fourescore dayes in trauailing to Culiacan, 
in all which time I and those Gentlemen my companions wKicn were horse- 
men, carried on our backs, and on our horses, a little victuall, so that from 
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henceforward wee carried none other needefuU apparell with vs, that was 
aboue a pound weight. 

Thirtie leagues before wee arriued at the place which the father prouinciall 
tolde VB so well of in his relation, I sent Afelchior Dias before with fifteene 
horses, giuii^ him order to make but one dayes ioumey of two, because hee 
might examine all thinm, against mine arriuall: who trauailed foure dayes 
ioumey through exceemng rough Mountaines where hee found neither vic- 
tuals, nor people, nor information of any things, sauing that hee found two 
or three poore little villages, containing 20. or 30. cottages a piece, and by the 
inhabitants thereof hee vnderstoode that from thence forward there were 
nothi^ but exceeding rough mountaines which ran very farre, vtterly dis- 
inhabited and voyd of people. And because it was labour lost, I woiJd not 
write vnto your Lordship therof. 

It grieued the whole company, that a thing so highly commended, and 
whereof the father had made so great bragges, should be found so contraiy, 
and it made them suspect that all the rest would fall out in like sort. 'V^ich 
when I perceiued I sought to encourage them the best I coulde, telling them 
that your Lordshippe aiwayes was of opinion, that this voyage was a thing 
cast away, and that wee should fixe our cogitation vpon those seuen Cities, 
and other prouinces, whereof wee had knowledge: that there should bee the 
ende of our enterprise: and with this resolution and purpose wee all marched 
cheerefully through a very badde way which was not passable but one by one^ 
or else wee must force out with Pioners the path which wee founde, where- 
with the Souldiours were not a little offended, finding all that the Frier had 
sayde to bee quite contrary: for among other things which the father sayde 
and affirmed, this was one, that the way was plaine and good, and that there 
was but one small hill of halfe a league in length. And yet in trueth there are 
mountaines which although the way were well mended could not bee passed 
without great danger of breaking the horses neckes: and the way was such, 
that of the cat tell which your Lordship sent vs for the prouision of our armie 
wee lost a great part in the voyage ^hroi^h the roughnesse of the rockes. The 
lambes and sheepe lost their hoofes in the way. 

At length I arriued at the valley of the people called Caracones, the 26. 
day of the moneth of May: and from Culiacan vntill I came thither, I could 
not helpe my selfe, saue onely with a great quantitie of bread of Maiz: for 
seeing the Maiz in the fieldes were not yet ripe, I was constrained to leaue 
them all behind me. 

And by that time that wee were come to this valley of the Caracones, 
some tenne or twelue of our horses were dead through wearinesse : for being 
ouercharged with great burdens, and hauing but little meate, they could not 
endure the trauaile. Likewise some of our Negros and some of our Indians 
dyed here; which was no small want vnto vs for the performance of our 
enterprise. 

I departed from the Caracones, and alwayes kept by the Sea coast as neere 
as I comd iudge, and in very deed I still found my selfe the farther off: in 
such sort that when I arriued at Chichilticale I found myselfe tenne dayes 
ioumey from the Sea: and the fatW prouinciall sayd that it was onely but 
Sue leagues distance, and that hee had seene the same. Wee all conceiued 
great griefe and were not a little confounded, when we saw that wee found 
euery thing contrary to the information which he hdd giuen your Lordship. 

I rested myselfe two dayes in Chichilticale, and to haue done well I shomd 
haue stayed lotiger, in respect that here wee foimd our horses so tyred: but 
because wee wanted victuals, wee had no leasure to rest any longer; I entred 
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the confines of the desert Countrey on Saint lohns eue, and to refresh our 
former trauailes, the first dayes we founde no grasse, but worser way of 
mountaines and badde passages, then wee had passed alreadie: and the horses 
being tired, were greatly molested therewith: so that in this last desert wee 
lost more horses Qien wee had lost before: and some of my Indians which 
were our friendes dyed, and one Spanyard whose name was Spinosa; and 
two Negroes, which dyed with eating certaine herbes for lacke of victuals. 

But after wee had passed these thirtie leagues, wee found fresh riuers, and 
grasse like that of Castile. I sent the master of the field to search whether 
there were any bad passage which the Indians might keepe gainst vs, and 
that hee should take and defend it vntill the next day that Ishoulde come 
thither. So hee went, and found in the way a very bad passage, where wee 
might haue susta 3 nied very great harme: wherefore there hee seated himselfe 
with his company that were with him: and that very night the Indians came 
to take that passage to defend it, and finding it taken, they assaulted our 
men there, and as they tell mee they assaulted them like valiant men; 
although in the ende they retired and fledde away. Whereupon the next day 
in the best order that I could I departed in so great want of victuall, that I 
thought that if wee should stay one day longer without foode, wee should 
ail perish for hunger, especially the Indians, for among vs all we had not two 
bushels of come: wherefore it behooucd mee to pricke forward without delay. 
The Indians here and there made fires, and were answered againe afarre off 
as orderly as wee for our Hues could haue done, to giue their fcllowes vnder- 
standing, how wee marched and where we arriued. 

As soone as I came within sight of this citie of Granada, I sent Don Garcias 
Lopez Campemaster, frier Daniel, and frier Luys, and Fernando Vermizzo 
somewhat before with certaine horsemen, to seeke the Indians and to aduertise 
them that our comming was not to hurt them, but to defend them in the name 
of the Emperour our Lord, according as his maiestie had giuen vs in charge • 
which message was deliuercd to the inhabitants of that comitrey by an inter- 
preter. But they like arrogant people made small account thereof; because 
we seemed very few in their eyes, and that they might destroy vs without any 
difficultie; and they strooke frier Luys with an arrow on the gowne, which 
by the grace of God did him no harme. 

In the meane space I arriued with all the rest of the horsemen, and foote- 
men, jttid found in the fieldes a great sort of the Indians which beganne to 
shoote at vs with their arrowes: and because I would obey your will and the 
commaund of the Marques, I woulde not let my people charge them, forbid- 
ding my company, which intreated mee that they might set vpon them, in 
any wise to prouoke them, saying that that which the enemies did was noth- 
ing, and that it was not raeete to set vpon so fewe people. On the other side 
the Indians perceiuing that wee stirred not, tooke great stomacke and courage 
vnto them: insomuch that they came hard to our horses heeles to shoote at 
vs with their arrowes. Whereupon seeing that it was now time to stay no 
longer, and that the friers also were of the same opinion, I set vpon them 
without any danger: for suddenly they fled part to the citie which was neere 
and well fortified, and other into the field, which way they could shift: and 
some of the Indians were slaine, and more had beene if I would haue suffered 
them to haue bene pursued. 

But considering that hereof Wfee might reape but small profite, because the 
Indians that were without, were fewe, and those which were retired into the 
citie, with them which stayed within at the first were many, where the victuals 
were whereof wee had so great neede, I assembled iny people, and deuided 
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them as I thought best to assault the citie, and I compassed it about: and 
because the famine which wee sustmned suffered no delay, my selfe with 
certaine of these gentlemen and souldiers put our selues on foote. and com- 
maunded that the crossebowes and harquebusiers ahoulde mue the assault, 
and shoulde beate the enemies from the walles, that they might not hurt vs, 
and I assaulted the walles on one side, where they tolde me there was a seeing 
ladder set vp, and that there was one gate : but the crossebowmen sudden] v 
bmke the strings of their bowes, and the harquebusiers did nothing at all: 
for they came thither so weake and feeble, that scarcely they coulde stand on 
their feete: and by this meanes the people that were aloft on the wals to 
defend the towne were no way hindered from doing vs all the mischiefe they 
could: so that twise they stroke mee to the ground with infinite number of 
great stones, which they cast downe: and if I had not beene defended with an 
excellent good headpiece which I ware, I thinke it had gone hardly with mee: 
neuerthelesse my companie tooke mee vp with two small wounds in the face, 
and an arrowe sticking in my foote, and many blowes with stones on my 
armes and logges, and thus I went out of the bat tell very weake. I thinke that 
if Don Garcias Lopez de Cardenas the second time that they strooke mee to 
the ground had not succoured mee with striding ouer mee like a good knight, 
I had beene in farre greater danger then I w^as. But it pleased God that the 
Indians yeelded themselues vnto vs, and that this citie was taken: and such 
store of Maiz was found therein, as our necessitie required. And liecaase my 
armour was gilded and glittering, they all layd load on mee, and therefore I 
was more wounded than the rest, not that I did more than they, or put my 
selfe forwarder than the rest, for all these Gentlemen and souldiers carried 
themselues as manfully as was looked for at their hands. I am nowe well 
recouered I thanke God, although somewhat bruised with stones. 

It remaineth now to certifie your Honour of the seuen cities, and of the 
kingdomes and prouinces whereof the Father prouinciall made report vnto 
your Lordship. And to bee briefe, I can assure your honour, he sayd the 
trueth in nothing that he reported^ but all was quite contrary, sauing onely 
the names of the cities, and great houses of stone: for although they bee not 
wrought with Turqueses, nor with lyme, nor brickes, yet are they very excel- 
lent good houses of three or foure or fiue lofts high, wherein arc good lodgings 
and faire chambers with lathers instead of staircs, and certaine cellars vnder 
the ground very good and paued, which are made for winter, th(*y«are in 
maner like stooues: and the lathers which they haue for their houses are all 
in a maner mooueablc and portable, which are taken away and set downe when 
they please, and they are made of two pieces of wood with their steppes, as 
ours be. 

The seuen cities are seuen small townes, all matle with these kinde of 
houses that I speake of : and they stand all within foure leagues together, and 
they are all called the kingdome of Cibola, and euery one of them haue their 
particular name: and none of them is called Cibola, but altogether they are 
called Cibola. And this towne which I call a citie, I haue named Granada, as 
well because it is somewhat like vnto it, as also in remembrance of your lord- 
ship. In this towne where I nowe remaine, there may be some two hundred 
houses, all compassed with walles, and I thinke that with the rest of 
houses which are not so waUed, they may be together fiue hundred. There is 
another towne neere this, which is one of the seueA, & it is somwhat bigpr 
than this, and another of the same bignesse that this is of, and the other 
foure are somewhat lease : and I send them all painted vnto your lordship with 
the voyage. And the parchment wherein the picture is, was found here with 
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other p^ohments. The people of this towne seeme vnto me of a reasonable 
^ture, and wittie, yet they seeme not to bee such as they should bee, of that 
iudgement and wit to builde these houses in such sort as they are. For the 
most part they goe all naked, and they haue painted mantles like those which 
I send vnto your lordship. They eate the best cakes that euer I sawe, and 
euery body generally eateth of them. They haue the finest order and way to 
grinde that wee euer sawe in any place. And one Indian woman of this 
countrey will grinde as much as foure women of Mexico. They have most 
excellent salte in kemell, which they fetch from a certaine lake a dayes ioumey 
from hence. They haue no knowledge among them of the North Sea, nor of 
the Westeme Sea, neither can I tell your lordship to which wee bee nocrest: 
But in reason they should seeme to bee neerest to tihe Westeme Sea: and at 
the least I thinke I am an hundred and fiftie leagues from thence : and the 
Northerae Sea should bee much further off. Your lordship may see howe 
broad the land is here. Here are many sorts of beasts, as Beares, Tigers, 
Lions, Porkespicks, and certaine Sheep as bigge as an horse, with very great 
homes and little tailes, I haue seene their homes so bigge, that it is a wonder 
to behold their greatnesse. 

The kingdome of Totonteac so much extolled by the Father prouinciall, 
which sayde that there were such wonderfull things there, and such great 
matters, and that they made cloth there, the Indians say is an hotte lake, 
about which are fiue or sixe houses; and that there were certaine other, but 
that they are minated by warre. TTie kingdome of Marata is not to be found, 
neither haue the Indians any knowledge thereof. The kingdome of Acus is 
one onely small citie, where they gather cotton which is called Acucu. I 
would to God I had better newes to write vnto your lordship: neuerthelesse 
I must say the tnieth: And as I wrote to your lordship from Culiacan, I am 
nowe to aduertise your honour as wel of the good as of the bad. Yet this I 
would haue you bee assured, that if all the riches and the treasures of the 
world were heere, I could haue done no more in the semice^if his Maiestie and 
of your lordshippe, than I haue done in comming hither whither you haue sent 
mee, my selfe and my companions carrying our victuals vpon our shoulders 
and ypon our horses three hundred leagues; and many dayes going on foote 
trauauing ouer hilles and rough mountaines, with other troubles which I cease 
to mention, neither purpose I to depart vnto the tleath, if it please his Maiestie 
and yom lordship that it shall be so.^ 

CORONADO CONTINUES HIS MARCH 

Bandolier identifies some of the places mentioned in connection with the 
expedition with pueblos north of Santa F6. In the Proceedings of the Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society for October, 1881, Henry W. Haynes® has given in 
detail the reasons for identifying Cibola with the region of the present Zuni 
pueblos. Frank H. Cushing made the important discovery that this tribe has 
preserved the tradition of the coming of Fray Marcos, and also to have a 
tradition of the visit of Coronado, and even of Cabeza de Vaca. Squiervalso 
identifies Cibola with Zuni, as do Simpson,* Prince,cc Davis,W> and H. H. 
Bancroft.**^ 

Of the rest of the march, Thwaites writes^: “ Disappointed, but still hop- 
ing to find the country oi gold, Coronado's gallant little army, frequently 
by death and desertion, beat for three years up and down the south- 
western wilderness — now thirsting in the deserts, now penned up in gloomy 
cafions, now crawling over pathless mountains, suffering the horrors of starvar 
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tion and of despair, but following this will-o’-the-wii^ with a melancholy per- 
severance seldom seen in man save when searchii^ for some mystenoua 
treasure. Coronado apparently crossed the state d( &msas twice p^t^u^ 
mighty plains and sway heaths, smooth and weariscmio and bare of wood. 
All that way the plains are as full of crookback oxen [bison] as the mountain 
Serena in Spain is of sheep. They were a ereat succour for the hunger and 
want of bread which our people stood in. One day it rained in that plain a 
great shower of hail as big as oranges, which caused many tears, weaknesses, 
and vows.* The wanderer ventured as far as the Missouri, and would have 
gone stUl farther eastward but for his inability to cross the swollen river. 
Co-operating parties explored the upper valleys of the Rio Grande and Gila, 
ascended the CJolorado for two hundred and forty miles above its mouth, and 
visited the Grand Canon of the same river. Coronado at last returned, sat- 
isfied that he had been made the victim of travellers’ idle tales. He was 
rewarded with contumely and lost his place as governor of New Gallicia; but 
his romantic march ‘ stands in history as one of the most remarkable exploring 
expeditions of modem times.” * 

ENGLISH explorations: frobisher’s three voyages 

England,** says 'Thwaites, ** would have followed up Cabot’s discovery 
of North America with more vigour had not Henry VII, being a Catholic 
prince, hesitated to set aside the pope’s bull giving the new continent to 
Spain. His subjects, however, made large hauls of fish along the foggy 
shores of Newfoundland, and in 1502 some American savages were exhibited 
to him in London. Henry VIII was at first similarly scrupulous; but when, 
in 1533, he got rid of his queen, Catharine of Aragon, he was free from Spanish 
entanglements, and aspired to make England a maritime nation. Among 
many other enterprises the Northwest Passage allured him, although nothing 
came of his ventures in that direction.** «« 

In 1527, Robert Thorne, a wealthy merchant of Bristol, who had long 
resided at Seville, and had acquired something of the Spanish love of adven- 
ture, prevailed upon the king to fit out an expedition of two ships, “ to attempt 
a discovery even to the north pole.** 'The expedition left the Thames on the 
20th of May, 1527. All that we know of the result of this voyage is that one 
of the ships was cast away on the north of Newfoundland. In 1536, a voyage 
of discovery to the northwest parts of America was projected by a^’person 
named Hore, of London. Of one hundred and twenty persons, who accom- 
panied him, thirty were gentlemen of the inns of court and chancery. 'The 
voyage was signally disastrous. On their arrival in Newfoundland, they 
suffered so mu^ from famine that they were driven to the horrible expedient 
of cannibalism. At len^, a French ship arriving on the coast, the adven- 
turers succeeded in capturing it, by stratagem, and returned home. The 
Frenchmen were indemnified by Henry VIII, who pardoned the violence to 
which necessity had impelled the English adventurers. 

The foreign trade of England in the sixteenth century hardly extended 
beyond the Flemish towns, Iceland, and a limited fishery on the Banks of 

P General Simpson* speaks of his expedition as one 'which, "for extent in die ts n a e 
travwed, duration in time, the multiplicity of its co-operating expeditions, equalled, if it 
did not exceed, any land expedition that has been undertal^n in modem times.'* General 
Simpson irminta-inH that Cotonado “ rea<died 'what is now the boundary line between Kansas aad 
Nebraska, well on toward the Missouri river.” Bandelier* is not satisfied that he wsttt so^a^ 
northeast, and thlikB that he moved more in a circle.] 

* Copyright, 1897, by Longmans, Green, & Co. 
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Newfoimdland. But the presence and counsel of Sebastian Cabot, who was 
well acquainted with the bold navigations of the Spaniards, opened the views 
and inflamed the ambition of a people not insensible of their own abilities. 
When that experienced navigator was appointed grand pilot of England, by 
Edward VI, he was at the same time constituted “ governour of the mysterie 
and companie of the marchants adventurers for the discovery of regions, 
dominions, islands, and places unknowen.” By his advice, and under his 
directions, a voyage was undertaken in 1553, for the discovery of a northeast 
passage to Cathay. Three ships were fitted out for this expedition, of which 
Sir Hugh Willoughby was appointed captain-general, and Richard Chancellor 
pilot-major.// 

Thrice, at least, perhaps thrice by Cabot alone, the attempt at a north- 
western passage had been made, and always in vain. A northeast passage 
was now proposed; the fleet of Willoughby and Chancellor was to reach the 
rich lands of Cathay by doubling the northern promontory of Lapland. The 
ships parted company. The fate of Willoughby was as tragical as the issue 
of the voyage of Chancellor was successful. The admiral, with one of the 
ships, was driven, by the severity of the polar autumn, to seek shelter in a 
Lapland harbour, which afforded protection against storms, but not against 
the rigours of the season. When search was made for him in the following 
spring, Willoughby himself weus found dead in his cabin; and his journal, 
detailing his sufferings from the polar winter, was complete probably to the 
day when his senses were suspended by the intolerable cold. His ship’s com- 
pany lay dead in various parts of the vessel, some alone, some in groups. The 
other ship reached the harbour of Archangel. This was '‘the discovery of 
Russia,” in 1554, and the commencement of maritime commerce with that 
empire. A Spanish writer calls the result of the voyage “a discovery of new 
Indies.” The Russian nation, one of the oldest and least mixed in Europe, 
now awakening from a long lethargy, emerged into political distinction. 
About eleven years from this time, the first town in ihe United States’ 
territory was permanently built. So rapid are the changes on the theatre 
of nations! One of the leading powers oi the age became known to western 
Europe only in the sixteenth century; another had not then one white man 
within its limits. 

The principle of joint stock companies, so favourable to eveiy enterprise of 
imcertvji result, by dividing the risks, and by nourishing a spirit of emulous 
zeal in behalf of an inviting scheme, was applied to the purposes of navigation; 
and a company of merchant adventurers was incorporated in 1555, for the 
discovery of unknown lands. 

For even the intolerance of Queen Maiy could not check the passion for 
maritime adventure. The sea was becoming the element on which English 
valour was to display its greatest boldness; English sailors neither feared the 
sultry heats and consuming fevers of the tropics, nor the intense severity of 
northern cold. The trade to Russia, now that the port of Archangel had been 
discovered, gradually increased and became very lucrative; and a regular and 
as yet an innocent commerce was carried on with Africa. The marri^e of 
Mary with the king of Spain tended to excite the emulation which it was 
designed to check. The enthusiasm awakened by the brilliant pageantry with 
which King Philip was introduced into London excited Richard Eden / to 
gather into a volume the history of the most memorable maritime expeditions. 
Religious restraints, the thirst for rapid wealth, the desire of strange adventure, 
had driven the boldest spirits of Spain to the New World ; their deeds had been 
commemorated by the copious and accurate details of the Spanish historians; 
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and the English, through the alliance of their sovereign made familiar with 
the Spanish language and literature, became emulous of Spanish success 
beyond the ocean. 

The firmness of Elizabeth seconded the enterprise of her subjects. They 
were rendered the more proud and intractable for the short and unsuceesrful 
effort to make England an appendage to Spain. England, no longer the ally 
but the antagonist of Philip, claimed the glory of being the mistress of the 
northern seas, and prepared to extend its commerce to every clime. The 
queen strengthened her navy, filled her arsenals, and encouraged the building 
of ships in England : she animated the adventurers to Russia and to Africa by 
her special protection ; and while her subjects were endeavouring to penetrate < 
into Persia by land, and enlarge their commerce with the East by combining 
the use of ships and caravans, the harbours of Spanish America were at the 
same time visited by their privateers in pursuit of the rich galleons of Spain, 
and at least from thirty to fifty Englbh ships came annually to the bays and 
banks of Newfoundland. 

The possibility of effecting a northwest passage had ever been maintained 
by Sebastian Cabot. The study of geography had now become an interest- 
ing pursuit; the press teemed with books of travels, maps, and descriptions 
of the earth; and Sir Humphrey Gilbert, reposing from the toils of war, 
engaged deeply in the science of cosmography. A judicious and well-written 
argument [A Discourse of Discovery for a New Passage to Caiaia] in favour 
of the possibility of a northwestern passage was the fruit of his literary 
industry. 

The same views were entertained by one of the boldest men who ever 
ventured upon the ocean. For fifteen years, Martin Frobisher, an English- 
man, well versed in various navigation, had revolved the design of accom- 
plishing the discovery of the Northwest Paasage; esteeming it, says Beste^w 
the only thing of the world, that was yet left undone, by which a notable 
minde might be made famous and fortunate.” Too poor himself to provide a 
ship, it was in vain that he conferred with friends, in vain he offered his 
services to merchants. After years of desire, his representations found a hear- 
ing at court; and Dudley, earl of Warwick, liberally promoted his design. 
Two small barks of twenty-five and of twenty tons, with a pinnace of ten 
tons’ burden, composed the whole fleet, which was to enter gulfs that none 
but Cabot had visited. As they dropped down the Thames (June 8th^ 1576), 
Queen Elizabeth waved her hand in token of favour, and, by an honourable 
message, transmitted her approbation of an adventure which her own treasures 
had not contributed to advance. 

During a storm on the voyage, the pinnace was swallowed up by the sea; 
the mariners in the Michael became terrified, and turned their prow home- 
wards; but Frobisher, in a vessel not much surpassing in tonnage the harp 
of a man-of-war, made his way, fearless and unattended, to the shores of Lab- 
rador, and to a passage or inlet north of the entrance of Hudson’s Bay. It 
was among a group of American islands, in the latitude of sixty-three degrees 
and eight minutes, that he entered what seemed to be a strait. Hope suggested 
that his object was obtained ; that the land on the south was America; on the 
north was the continent of Asia; and that the strait opened into the immense 
Pacific. Great praise is due to Frobisher, even though he penetrated less 
deeply than Cabot into the bays and among the islaftds of this Meta Incognita, 
this unknown ffoal of discovery. Yet his voyage was a failure To land upon 
an island, anS, perhaps, on the main; to gather up stones and rubbish, in 
token of having taken possession of the country for Elizabeth; to seize one of 
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the nfitives of the north for e^ibition to the gaze of Europe — these were 
all the results which he accomplished. 

t V9hat followed marks the insane passions of the a^. America and mines 
were always thought of together. A^tone, which had been brought from the 
frozen regions^ was pronounced by the refiners of London to contain gold. 
The news excited the wakeful avarice of the city: there were not wanting 
those who endeavoured to purchase of Elizabeth a lease of the new lands, <3 
which the loose minerals were so full of the precious metal. A fleet was imme- 
diately fitted out, to procure more of the gold rather than to make any further 
research for the passage into the Pacific; and the queen, who had contributed 
nothing to the voyage of discovery, sent a large ship of her own to join the 
expedition, which was now to conduct to infinite opulence. More men than 
could be employed volunteered their services; those who were discharged 
resigned their brilliant hopes with reluctance. The mariners, having received 
the communion, embarked May 27th, 1577, for the arctic El Dorado, '‘and 
with a merrie wind” soon arrived at the Orkneys. As they reached the 
northeastern coast of America, June 7th, the dangers of the polar seas became 
imminent; mountains of ice encompassed them on every side. At one 
moment they expected death; at the next they looked for gold. The fleet 
made no discoveries; it did not advance so far as Frobisher alone had done. 
But it found large heaps of earth, which, even to the incredulous, seemed 
plainly to contain the coveted wealth; besides, spiders abounded; and spiders 
were affirmed to be “true signs of great store of gold.”‘ In freighting the 
ships, the admiral himself tofled like a painful labourer. 

It was believed that the rich mines of the polar regions would countervail 
the charges of a costly adventure; the hope of a passage to Cathay increased; 
and, for the security of the newly discovered lands, soldiers and discreet men 
were selected to become their inhabitants. A magnificent fleet of fifteen sail 
was assembled, in part at the expense of Elizabeth; thejgons of the English 
gentry embarked as volunteers; one hundred persons were chosen to form the 
colony, which was to secure to England a» country more desirable than Peru, 
a country too inhospitable to produce a tree or a shrub, yet where gold lay, 
not charily concealed in mmes, but glistening in heaps upon the surface. 
Twelve vessels were to return immediately with cargoes of the ore; three 
were ordered to remain and aid the settlement. The Northwest Pass^e was 
now become of less consideration; Asia itself could not vie with the riches of 
this hyperborean archipelago. 

But the entrance to these wealthy islands was rendered difficult by frost; 
and the fleet of Frobisher, as it now approached the American coast (May 
31st to September 28th, 1578), was bewildered among immense icebergs, 
which were so vast that, as they melted, torr^mts poured from them in spark- 
ling waterfalls. One vessel was crushed and sunk, though the men on board 
were saved. In the dangerous mists the ships lost their course, and came into 
the straits which have since been called Hudson’s, and which lie south of the 
imagined gold regions. The admiral believed himself able to sail through to 
the Pacific, and resolve the doubt respecting the passage. But his duty as a 
mercantile agent controlled his desire of glory as a navigator. He struggled 
to regain the harbour where his vessels were to be laden; and, after encounter- 
ing peril of every kind — “getting in at one gap and out at another” — 
he at last arrived at the Haven in the Countess of Warwick’s Sound. 

The zeal of the volunteer colonists had moderated; and tl^^ disheartened 

* Settle, k* in Hakluyt h : How rich, then, the alcovea of a library 1 
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sailors were ready to mutiOT. One ship, la^n with provimons for the cdonyi 
deserted and returned; and an island was discovered with enough of the black 
ore “ to suffice all the gold-gluttons of the world.” The plan of the settlement 
was abandoned. It only remained to freight the hotne-l^und ships with a 
store of minerals. The adventurers and the historians of the voya^are silent 
about the disposition which was made of the caigo of the fleet. T^e knowl- 
edge of the seas was not extended; the credulity of avarice met with a rebuke; 
and the belief in regions of gold among the Eskimos was dissipated; but 
there remained a firm conviction that a passage to the Pacific Ocean might yet 
be threaded among the icebergs and northern islands of America. 

I^Ue Frobisher was thus attempting to obtain wealth and fame on the 
northeast coast of America, the western limits of the territory of the United 
States became known. Embarking on a voyage in quest of fortune (1577 to 
1580), Francis Drake acquired immense treasures as a freebooter in tlie Spanish 
harbours on the Pacific, and, havi^ laden his ship with spoils, gained for him- 
self enduring glory by circumnavigating the globe. But before following in 
the path which the ship of Magellan had thus far alone dared to pursue, 
Drake determined to explore the northwestern coast of America, in the hope 
of discovering the strait which connects the oceans. With this view, he 
crossed the equator, sailed beyond the peninsula of California, and followed 
the continent to the latitude of the southern borders of New Hampshire. 
Here the cold seemed intolerable to men who had just left the tropics. Despair- 
ing of success, he retired to a harbour in a milder latitude, within the limits of 
Mexico; and, having repaired his ship, and named the country New Albion, 
he sailed for England, through the seas of Asia. 

Thus was the southern part of the Oregon territory first visited by English- 
men, yet not till after a voyage of the Spanish from Acapulco, commanded by 
Cabrillo, a Portuguese, had traced the American continent to within two and 
a half degrees of the mouth of Columbia river (1542), while, thirteen years 
after the voyage of Drake, John de Fuca, a mariner from the Isles of Greece, 
then in the employ of the viceroy of Mexico, sailed into the bay which is now 
known as the ^f of Georgia (1593), and, having for twenty days steered, 
through its intricate windings and numerous islands, returned with a belief, 
that the entrance to the long-desired passage into the Atlantic had been found. 

The lustre of the name of Drake is borrowed from his success. In itself, 
this part of his career was but a splendid piracy against a nation with which 
his sovereign and his country professed to be at peace. The exploits of 
Drake, except so far as they nourished a love for maritime affairs, were inju- 
rious to commerce; the minds of the sailors were debauched by a passion 
for sudden acquisitions; and to receive regular wages seemed base and 
unmanly, when, at the easy peril of life, there was hope of boundless plunder. 
Commerce and colonisation rest on regular industry; the humble labour of 
the English fishermen, who now frequented the Graiid Bank, bred mariners 
for the navy of their country, and prepared the way for its settlements in the 
New World. Already four hundred vessels came annually from the harbours 
of Portugal and Spain, of France and England, to the shores of Newfoundland 
The En^ish were not there in such numbers as other nations, for they still 
freouented the fisheries of Iceland; but yet they “ were commoilly lords in the 
harboure,” and in the arrogance of naval supremacy, exacted payment for 
protection. It is an incident honourable to the hunflanity of the early voyagers 
that, on one of the American islands, not far from the fishii^ stations, hogs 
and homed cftttle were purposely left, that they might multiply and become 
a resource to some future generation of colonists. 
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JTSB PISASTERS OF SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT 


While the quM ai^ her adventurers were dazzled by the glittering pros- 
pects of mines df gpM m the frozen regions of the remote north, Sir Hummirey 
Gilbert,, with a sounder Judgment and a better knowledge, watched the 
progress of the fisheries, and formed healthy plans for colonisation. It was 
not difficult for Gilbert to obtain a liberal patent (June 11th, 1578), formed 
according to the tenor of a previous precedent, and to be of perpetual efficacy, 
if a plantation should be established within six years. To the people who 
might belong to his colony, the rights of Englishmen were promised; to 
Gilbert, the possession for himself or his assigns of the soil which he might 

discover, and the sole jurisdic- 
tion, both civil and criminal, 
of the territory within two 
hundred leagues of his settle- 
ment, with supreme executive 
and legislative authority. 
Thus the attempts at colonisa- 
tion, in which Cabot and Fro- 
bisher had failed, were re- 
newed under a patent that 
conferred every immunity on 
the leader of the enterprise, 
/r and abandoned the colonists 

" themselves to the mercy of an 

absolute proprietary. 

Under this patent, Gilbert 
began to collect a company of 
volunteer adventurers, con- 
tributing IJtrgely from his own 
fortune to the preparation. 
Jarrings and divisions ensued, 
before the voyage was begun; 
many abandoned what they 
had inconsiderately undertak- 
^ en; the general and a few of 

his assured friends — among them his step-brother, Walter Raleigh [in com- 
mand of the Falcon] — put to sea in 1579; one of his ships was lost; and mis- 
fortune compelled the remainder to return. Tlie vagueness of the accounts of 
this expedition is ascribed to a conflict with a Spanish fleet, of which the issue 
was unfavourable to the little squadron of emigrants. Gilbert attempted to 
keep his patent alive by making grants of lauds. None of his assigns succeeded 
in establishing a colony; and he was himself too much impoverished to renew 
his Bfrorts. 



Sir Humphrly Gilbeui 
( 1 139 - 1 ' 583 ) 


But the pupil of ClJoligny was possessed of an active genius, which delighted 
in hazardous adventure. To prosecute discoveries in the New World, lay the 
foundation of states, and acquire immense domains, appeared to the daring 
enterprise of Raleigh as easy designs, which would not interfere with the 
pursuit of favour and the career of glory in England. Before the limit of the 
charter had expired, Gilbeit, assisted by his brother, equipped a new squadron. 
The fleet embarked under happy omens; the commander, on the eve of his 
departure, received from Elizabeth a golden anchor guided by d lady, a token 
of the queen’s regard; a man of letters from Hungary accompanied the expe- 
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dition; and some part of the United States would haye then been colonised, 
had not the unhappy projector of the design been oyerwbetei^ by a succession 
of disasteng. Two days after leaving Plymouth (JunriatU, the largest ship 
in the fleet, which had been furnished by Baleigh, tmoiftinSelf remained in 
England, deserted,^under a pretence of infectious'dissas^And return^ into 
h^our. Gilbert was incensed, but not intimidated. He sailed for New* 
foundland; and, entering St. Johns, he summoned the Spaniards and Portu- 
guese, and other strangers, to witness the feudal ceremonies by which he took 
possession of the country for his sovereign. A pillar, on which the arms of 
England were infixed, was raised as a monument; and lands were granted to 
the fishermen in fee, on condition of the payment of a quit-rent. The “min- 
eral-man” of the expedition, an honest and religious Saxon, was especially 
diligent; it was generally agreed that “ the mountains made a show of mineral 
substance”; as there were so many foreign vessels in the vicinity, the precious 
ore was carried on board the larger ship with such mystery that the dull 
Portuguese and Spaniards suspected nothing of the matter.^ 

The colony being thus apparently established, Sir Humphrey Gilbert 
embarked in his small frigate, the Squirrel, which was, in fact, a miserable 
bark of ten tons; and, taking with him two other ships, proceeded on a voyage 
of discovery to the southw'ard. One of these vessels, the Delight, was soon 
after wrecked among the shoals near Sable Island ; and of above one hundmd 
men on board, only twelve escaped. Among those who perished were the 
historian and the mineralogist of the expedition; a circumstance which 
jireyed upon the mind of Sir Humphrey, whose ardent temper fondly cherished 
the hope of fame and of inestimable riches. He now determined to return 
to England; but as his little frigate, as she is called, appeared wholly unfit 
to proceed on such a voyage, he was entreated not to venture in her, but to 
take his passage in the Golden Hinde, To these solicitations the gallant knight 
replied, “ I wul not forsake my little company going homeward, with whom 
I have passed so many storms and perils.” "i^en the two vessels had passed 
the Azores, Sir Humphrey’s frigate was observed to be nearly overwhelmed 
by a great sea; she recovered, however, the stroke of the waves, and imme- 
diately afterwards the general was observed by those in the Hinde, sitting abaft 
with a book in his hand, and calling out, “Courage, my lads! we are as near 
heaven by sea as by land!” The same night this little bark, and all within 
her, were swallowed up in the sea, and never more heard of. Such ^^as the 
unfortunate end of the brave Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who may be regarded as 
the father of western colonization, and who was one of the chief ornaments 
of the most chivalrous age of English history.// 


DUTCH explorers: Hudson’s discoveries 

Producing almost no grain of any kind, Holland had the best supplied 
granary of Europe : without fields of flax, it had an infinite number of weavers 
of linen: destitute of flocks, it became the centre of all woollen manufactures; 
and the country which had not a forest, built more ships than all Europe 
besides. Their enterprising mariners displayed the flag of the repiublic from 
Southern Africa to the Arctic circle. “The ships of the Dutch,” said Raleigh, 
“outnumber those of England and ten other kin^oms.” War for liberty 
became unexpectedly a guaranty of opulence; Holland gained the commerce 
of Spain by its maritime force ; it secured the wealth of the Indies by traffic. 
Lisbon and Antwerp were despoiled; Amsterdam, the depot of the mer- 
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chaii4i8e of Europe and of the Eaat, wae esteemed beyond dispute the first 
commercial city of the world. 

Within two years Of the Union of Utrecht, that is, in 1581, Bath, an Eng- 
lishman who had five times cro^d the Atlantic, proposed to the States to 
conduct four ships of war to America. The adventure' was declined by the 
government; but no obstacles were offered to private enterprise. Ten years 
^terwards, William Usselinx, who had lived some years in Castile, Portugal, 
and the Azores, proposed a West India Company; but the dai^ers of the 
undertaking were still too appalling. It was not till 1597 that voyages to 
the New World were actually undertaken. In that year, Bikker of Amster- 
dam, and Leyen of Enkhuisen, each formed a 6ompany to traffic with the 
West Indies. The commerce was continued with such success, thatj after 
years of discussion, a plan for a West India Company was reduced to writing, 
and communicated to the states general, 1600. 

As years rolled away, the progress of English commerce in the west 
awakened the attention of the Dutch. England and Holland had been allies 
in the contest against Spain; had both spread their sails on the Indian seas; 
had both become competitors for possessions in America. In the same year 
in which Smith embarked for Virginia, vast designs were ripening among 
the Dutch. Their merchants had perused every work which shed light. on 
the western world, had gathered intelligence from the narratives of sailors; 
and now they planned a privileged company, which should count the slates 
general among its stockholders, and possess, exclusively, the liberty of 
approaching .Snerica from Newfoundland to the straits of Magellan, and 
Arica from the tropics to the Cape of Good Hope. Principalities might 
easily be won from the Spaniards, whose scattered citadels protected but a 
narrow zone. 

The party which desired peace with Spain, and which counted Grotius 
and Olden Bameveldt among its ornaments, for a long time succeeded in 
repressing the energy of hope, and defeating every effoi^t at Batavian settle- 
ments in the west. 

While the negotiations with Spain [Postponed the formation of a West 
-India Company, the Dutch found their way to the United States through 
another channel. The first efforts of the Dutch merchants to share in the 
commerce of Asia were accompanied with a desire to search for a northwest 
passage; and the ill success of Cabot and Frobisher, of Willoughby and Davis, 
did but animate the Netherlands to a generous rival^. Twice in the sixteenth 
century [as described in our history of Holland,] did they seek a passage by 
the north, and vainly coasted along Nova Zembla and Muscovy. Again did 
the envoy of Amsterdam descend within ten degrees of the pole, passing a 
winter in Nova Zembla, rendered horrible by famine, by the ferocity of polar 
beasts of prey, and by ice; the ship was frozen in hopelessly; in two little 
vessels the wretched crew hardly escaped. The voyages of the Dutch were 
esteemed without a parallel, for their daring. 

The establishment of an East India Conmany, March 20th, 1602, with 
the exclusive right to commerce beyond the Cape of Good Hope on the one 
side, and beyond the straits of Magellan on the other, with all powers requisite 
for conquests, colonisation, and government, covered the seas of Asia with 
fleets of Indiamen. 

Meantime Europe had not relinquished the hope of a nearer passage to 
Asia; and Denmark took its place among the states whose ships vainly toiled 
for the discovery. No sooner was the failure known than# a Compaq of 
London merchftnts, excited by the immense profits of voyages to the East, 
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contributed tiheme^ for a new attempt; and Hemv Hudson was the chosen 
leader of the exrcditioiL Sailing to tne north in 1607. with his only son for 
his companion, tie coasted the shores of Greenland, &d hesitated whether 
to attempt the circiUQnavigation of that country, or the passage across the 
pole. Wiat thoughue came ^thin ei^ht degrees of the poie, thus surpassing 
every earlier navigator? After renewing the discovery of Spitsbeii^, vast 
masses of ice compelled his return. But the zeal of Hudson coiud be 
quenched; and the next year beheld him once more engaged in a voVMe, 
and cherishing the deceitful hope that, through the icy seas which m^e 
Spitzbeigen from Nova Zemfcla, he might find a path to the genial clime of 
southern Asia. 

Thp failure of two expeditions daimted the enterprise of Hudson’s em- 
ployers; they could not daunt the courage of the great navigator, who was 
d^tined to become the rival of Smith and of Champlain. He lon^d to tempt 
QBce more the dangers of the northern seas; and, repairing to Holland, he 
^ered, in the service of the Dutch East India Company, to explore the icy 
.wastes in search of the coveted passage. The voyage of Smith to Viiginia 
stiiftulated desire; the Zealanders, fearing the loss of treasure, objected; 
but by the influence of Balthazar Moucheron, the directors for Amsterdam 
resolved on equipping a small vessel of discovery; and on the fourth day of 
Aplil, 1609, the Half Moon, or Crescent, commanded by Hudson, and manned 
by a mixed crew of Englishmen and Hollanders, his only son being of the 
number, set sail for the Northwestern Passage. 

Masses of ice impeded the navigation towards Nova Zembla; Hudson, 
who had examined the maps of John Smith of Virginia, turned to the west; 
and passing beyond Greenland and Newfoundland, and running down the 
coast of Acadia, he anchored, probably, in the mouth of the Penobscot. Then, 
following the track of Gosnold, he came upon the promontory of Cape Cod, 
and, believing himself its first discoverer, gave it the name of New Holland. 
Long afterwards it was claimed as the northeastern boundary of New Nether- 
lands. From the sands of Cape Co4, he steered a southerly course till he was 
opposite the entrance into the bay of Virginia, August 18th, where Hudson 
remembered that his countrymen were planted. Then turning again to the 
north, he discovered the Delaware Bay, examined its currents and its sound- 
ings, and, without going on shore, took note of the aspect of the country. 

On the third day of September, almost at the time when Champlain was 
invading New York from the north, less than five months after the truce with 
Spain, which gave the Netherlands a diplomatic existence as a state, the Half 
Moon anchored within Sandy Hook, September 4, 1609, and from the neigh- 
bouring shores, that were crowned with "goodly oakes,” attracted frequent 
visits from the natives. After a week’s delay, Hudson sailed through the 
Narrows, September 11th, and at the mouth of the river anchored in a harbour 
which was pronounced to be very good for all winds. Of the surrounding 
lands, the luxuriant grass, the flowers, the trees, the grateful fragrance, were 
admired. Ten days were employed in exploring the river; the first of 
Europeans,* Hudson went sounding his way above the Highlands, till at last 
the naif Moon had sailed some miles beyond the present city of Hudsox^ 
and a boat had advanced a little beyond Albany. Frequent intercourse waA 
held with the astonished natives of the Algonquin race; and the strangers 
were welcomed by a deputation from the Mohav4s. Having completed 

r* In Bpeakinggof Hudson’s discoyery of the nver that bears his name, it is of course to 
bo remembered that Verrazano/ had anchored in the bay of Now York and seen the mandi§^ 
8ima riviera nearly a century before Hudson, who, however, was the first to explore it.] 
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his discovery, Hudson descended the stream to which time has given his name; 
and on the fourth day of October, about the season of the return of John Smith 
to England, he set sail for Europe, leaving once more to its solitude the land, 
that his imagination, anticipating the future, described as ** the most beauti- 
ful” in the world. 

The history of a country is always modified by its climate, and, in many 
of its features, is determined by its geographical situation. The region which 
Hudson had discovered possessed on the seaboard a harbour unrivalled in 
its advantages; having near its eastern boundary a river that admits the 
tide far into the interior; extending to the chain of the great lakes, which 
have their springs in the heart of the continent* containing within its limits 
the sources of large rivers that flow to the gulf of Mexico and to the bays of 
Chesapeake and of Delaware; inviting to extensive internal intercourse by 
natural channels, of which, long before Hudson anchored off Sandy Hook, 
even the warriors of the Five Nations availed themselves in their excursions 
to Quebec, to the Ohio, or the Susquehanna; with just sufficient difficulties 
to irritate, and not enough to dishearten — New York united most fertile 
lands with the highest adaptation to foreign and domestic commerce. 

A happy return voyage brought the Half Moon into Dartmouth. Hudson 
fon^^arded to his Dutch employers a brilliant account of his discoveries; but 
he never revisited the lands which he eulogized; and the Dutch East India 
Company refused to search further for the Northwest Passage. 

Meantime ambition revived among the English merchants; a company 
was formed, and Hudson again entered, April 17th, 1610, the northern seas 
in search of a path to the Pacific. Passing Iceland, and Greenland, and 
Frobisher’s Straits, he sailed, August 2nd, into the straits which bear his own 
name, and where he had been preceded by none but Sebastian Cabot. As 
he emerged from the passage and came upon the wide gulf, he believed that 
his object had been gained. How great was his dis^pointment when he 
found himself embayed! As he sailed to and fro along the coast, it seemed 
a labyrinth without end; still confident, of ultimate success, the inflexible 
mariner resolved on wintering in the bay, that he might perfect his discovery 
in the spring. At length the late and anxiously-expected spring burst forth ; 
but it opened in vain for Hudson. Provisions were exhausted: he divided 
the last bread among his men, and prepared for them a bill of return; and “ he 
wept^is he gave it them.” Believing himself almost on the point of succced- 
ii^ where Spaniards, and English, and Danes, and Dutch, had failed, he left 
his anchoring-place to steer for Europe. 

For two days the ship was encompassed by fields of ice, and the discon- 
tent of the crew broke forth into mutiny. Hudson was seized June 21st, 
1610, and, with his only son and seven others, four of whom were sick, was 
thrown into the shallop. Seeing his commander thus exposed, Philip Staffe, 
the carpenter, demanded and gained leave to share his fate; and just as the 
ship made its way out of the ice, on the loi^est summer’s day, in a latitude 
where the sun hardly went down, and twilight ceased only with the dawn, 
the shallop was cut loose. What became of Hudson? Did he die miserably 
of starvation? Did he reach land to perish from the fury of the natives? Was 
he crushed t)etween ribs of ice? The returning ship encountered storms, by 
which, it is probable, Hudson was overwhelmed. Alone, of the great mariners 
of that day, he lies buridd in America; the gloomy waste of waters which bears 
his name is his tomb and his monument.^ 

John Fiskefi in a vivid summing up of the life and Achievements of 
Hudson, makes the paradoxical declaration that the great explorer failed in 
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everything he attempted, and yet achieved great resulta at which he had not 
aimed. Two vast industries, the Spitzl^rgen whale fisheries and the Hudron 
Bay fur trade, were the outcome of his activities. He it was, too, who was 
responsible for bringing the Butch to Manhattan Island. He could little 
have dreamed that the colony planted through his efforts on that island was 
to become one of the greatest aggregations ol human bemgs ever gathered at 
one spot in the world. Still less could he have presaged the cunous tricks 
that wsterity was to play with his name , that he was to go down in history 
as a Dutchman in spite of himself, and that he was to figure in the folklore 
of the people who, thanks to his initiative, came to inhabit the l^ks of the 
great river that he was first among Europeans to explore ® 





CHAPTER III 
THE INDIANS 

To reeo^ise the Indian ownerbhip of the limitless prairies and 
forests of ^s continent — that is, to consider the dozen squalid sav- 
ages who hunted at lon^ intervaJs over a territory of a thousand 
square miles as owning it outright — necessarily implies a similar 
recoraition of the claims of every white hunter, squAiter, horse* 
thief, or wandering cattle-man. Take as an example the country 
round the Little Missouri. When the ^ttle-men, the first actual set- 
tlers, came into this land in 1882, it was already scantily peopled by a 
few white hunters and trappers. Like the Indians, they felt that 
their having hunted over the soil gave them a vague prescriptive right 
to its sole occupation, and they did their best to keep actual settlers 
out. In some cases, to avoid difficulty, their nominal claims were 
bought up ; generally, and rightly, they were disregarded. In fact, 
the mere statement of the case is sufficient to show the absurdity of 
asserting that the land really belonged to the Indians. The different 
tribes have always been utterly unable to define their own boundaries. 

Thus the Delawares and Wyandots, in 1785, though entirely separate 
nations, claimed and, in a certain sense, occupied almost exactly the 
same territory. — Theodore Roosevelt. & 

The common belief in “the gradual extinction of the noble red Indian/^ 
perpetuates at least four fallacies. The being referred to is not an Indian; 
he IS red only when he paints himself so; he is not often noble; and he is not 
bei^ extinguished. 

Everyone knows, of course, that Columbus named the aborigines as he 
did, because he thought he had found India. The mistake was soon dis' 
covered to the disappointment of the Spanish and the ruin of Columbus, but 
the word Indian h^ stuck till the real Indians are now commonly dubbed 
Hindus or East Indians.* The epithet “red” is due to pure carelessness, or 
wish for brevity, as the Indian is usually of a cinnamon brqwn tone. As 
Columbus* contemporary, Gomara<^ said, they “ were neither white, black, nor 
grey, but like men with the jaundice or of the colour of boiled quinces. The 
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nobility of the Tndian is credited to h^ On various grounds; first, the pic- 
turesqueness of certain features of lus life, the romaxice that always atta&es 
to the woods and to the outlaw, to the freedom from many of those restrictions 
and oppressions of European law and custom previous to the nineteenth 
century which so irritated men like Rousseau; also to the persistent feeling 
that in a contest where both sides use cruelty and treachery freely, the one 
who loses must have lost because he could not stoop to certain weap)on8, and 
finally, to the poetic belief in toe majesty of the vanquished. On the other 
hand, the other extreme of belief that no Indian is trustworthy or worthy at 
all, is equally to be shunned, for history is full of evidences of tribal and 
individual fidelity, scrupulousness, compassion and honour. 


THE INDIAN NOT BECOMING EXTINCT 

The theory that toe Indian race is waning into limbo along with toe dodo 
and the bison is a theory that will die even harder than the Indian. It is 
impossible that the race should ever expect much influence again on American 
life; it is probable that it will gradually be absorbed into the national life 
by intermarriage and education. But for the present, the Indian population 
is generally accepted as at worst stationary. 

There are many grounds for believing that there are more Indians living 
in America t o-day than there were when Columbus landed. The wild exaggersr * 
tions natural to the excited and terrified pioneers were too long accepted as 
truth. As a matter of fact there were vast tracts of territory which the 
Indians never travelled. The very necessities of the hunt made a crowded 
civilisation impossible. They lived in small and widely isolated tribes. 
Famine was their bitterest foe, and their legends are full of the ravages it 
made in their numbers. Starvation, pestilence, and inter-tribal war kept 
down their numbers long before the white man’s gun startled the forests. 

With this view Theodore Roosevelt ^ differs somewhat Formerly writers 
greatly overestimated their original numbers, counting them by millions. 
Now it is the fashion to go to the other extreme, and even to mamtain that 
they have not decreased at all. This last is a theory that can only be upheld 
on the supposition that the whole does not consist of the sum of the parts; 
for whereas we can check off on our fingers the tribes that have slightly in- 
creased, we can enumerate scores that have died out almost before o»r eyes. 
Speaking broadly, they have mixed but little with the English (as distin^itoed 
from the French and Spanish) invaders. They are driven back, or die out, 
or retire to their own reservations; but they are not often assimilated. Still, 
on every frontier, there is always a certain amount of assimilation going on, 
much more than is commonly admitted; and whenever a French or Spanito 
community has been absorbed by the energetic Americans, a certain amount 
of Indian blood has been absorbed also.” 

Opposed to the theory that the Indian is a creature of profound nobility, 
is the theoiy that he is the degenerate relic of a former high civilisation. 
This belief has b^n shown to be mlse. In Central America, Mexico and 
as is shown in our history of those ^ions, there was indeed a life in cities, 
where stone architecture, hieroglyphic writing and sculpture were employ^, 
and where luxury reached a high point of lavishness, but this civilisation 
was in force at the time the Spanisn came; it wal in many resfjects only a 
barbarism with mitigations, and it was doubtless only the beginning of a 
progress which was smothered, as smaller billows by a tidal wave, under 
the sudden shock of European culture which for all its cruelty was centunes 
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aheaH'of that in America. The condition of these advanced Indian races is 
discussed more fully in the Mexican, Central and South American sections of 
our history. 

As the southern Indians were emerging into civilisation, so the northern 
were well lifted up above the lowest degrees of savagery. Early explorers 
like De Soto found some Indians devoted to agriculture and imused to war. 
Others led a sort of Bedouin existence. Their forest life seemed to be that, 
not of ignorance, but of conscious choice and pride; they had tribal govern- 
ment with a high and valued degree of personal liberty. They had languages 
— too many in fact, four hundred being the highest and one hundr^ and 
twenty-six the lowest estimate of the number erf American languages. The 
Indian had pottery, implements of peace and war, and a currency. He had 
a superb system of warfare. 

THE INDIAN AS A MILITARY GENIUS 

As a soldier the Indian may be said to have revolutionised war. The 
approved tactics of to-day are those which the Indians developed and which 
the white learned from him at great cost in frequent lessons. The essentials 
of discipline were rigidly preserved yet with the fullest development of per- 
sonal initiative. Cooperation and signal service were well understood too, 
and they had beautifully attained the tactics of swift attack at a carefully 
selected moment and retreat with a minimum loss at a maximum speed. 
The Indian took the horse and gun from the white man and soon almost equalled 
him in their management. As for finding and using cover, scouting and 
the general service of information, of keeping in touch with the enemy and 
learning as much as possible of him without self-betrayal — the world never 
before knew what the words meant, in comparison with the Indian perfection. 

The white man had to learn to fight Indian fashioner be driven back to 
the sea that brought him over. He learned the lesson well and by having an 
inexhaustible base of supplies and recruits^ and by virtue of his religious love 
of a fixed home and established industry, he gradually established white 
civilisation behind a stockade which the Indians might endanger and alarm, 
but could not capture and hold. 

It is to the Indian, in a large sense, that the United States owes its inde- 
pendertlie. For the Indian unwittingly taught the white the value, the need, 
the thrill of freedom, the necessity and the pride of individuality, and finally 
the true science of warfare by which the irregular colonial troops gradually 
harassed the British regular to desperation and rashness and wore out even 
English pluck and perseverance. Again, since many British historians 
credit the American Revolution with solidifying the liberty of the English 
parliament against royal encroachments, it is a curious, and not altogether 
a false deduction, that to the American Indian the English people arc indebted 
for some of their freedom. 

INDIAN CRUELTY AND WHITE CRUELTY 

As to the cruelty of the Indian, there is no defence. It is not to lack of 
imag^tion or to lack of sympathy, so much as to sheer and wanton delight 
in pain. The fascinationS of torment were sometimes inflicted on themselves 
ana the training of a warrior occasionally included such ordeals^ gave a new 
appearance to nis infliction of the same tortures on captives. Outside of 
actual torture some of the Indians treated their women captives with a 
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respect border^ on indifference. The plains Indians, however, added the 
horrors of rapine to the feeling of hatred and dread they inspii^. But it 
must be remembered that in contemporary Europe general rapine was the 
custom in captured cities and that the Inquisition was showing now illiterate 
in the highest art of fiendishness the untutored Indian actually was. Torture 
was stiU a civil institution even in England and Scotland, and as late as 1646 
a woman had her tongue nailed to a board at Henley-on-the-Thames because 
she complained of a tax levied by parliament. The English in the East Indies 
were using as great cruelties against the natives as the western Indians used 
against the invaders. The characters of the various tribes of Indians were 
almost as diverse as those of the different races and castes of Europe. The 
patriarchal idea of polygamy and the Roman idea of divorce at will were 
general. Personal habits varied from the filth and brutality of some north- 
west and Eskimo tribes to the sense of beauty and adornment, the gentle 
dignity of the Sacs and Foxes and some of the eastern tribes. Ideas of decency 
were, as everywhere, inconsistent. In some of the tribes where nakedness 
was almost absolute, a man or woman would be ashamed, unless very drunk, 
even to speak to, or look in the eye of a son-in-law or daughter-in-law. TTie 
i(leas of uncleanness” and its removal were akin to those of the Hebrews. 

The Indian has been nearly as much sinned against as sinning. As 
Theodore Roosevelt ^ and others point out, it is ridiculous to say that a few 
hundred Indians secured a property right over the great forest lands which 
they did not clear and till, did not mark out with boundaries, fixed no habita- 
tions upon, and about whose ownership they did not even fight among one 
another, except when it was for the time rich in game. The whites had quite 
as good a right here as the Indian, and the nature of their plans made the 
right superior. But the white cheated the Indian right and left, lied to him, 
robbed him, enslaved him, gave him rum with malice prepense. Against 
the cruelties of the Indians are to be set the retaliations in kind of the whites. 
Frontenac burned prisoners at the stake in 1692 (though the French in general 
treated the Indian with the greatest consideration and got on best with him) ; 
in 1764 the grandson of William Penn offered bounties for scalps, including 
S50 for the scalp of an Indian woman, and $130 for the scalp of an Indian 
boy under ten years old. It was a common thing for the whites to kill all 
their prisoners, and again it must be remembered what imspeakable atrocities 
were practised in Europe at the capture of a European city by Europeans, 
of Netherland towns by the Spanish for example, and of the Christian city 
of Constantinople by the holy crusaders. And the sum total of Indian atro- 
cities is almost negligible in comparison with the superhuman ruthlessneM 
of the Spaniards, who, as we shall sec in the next chapter, absolutely anni- 
hilated whole tribes of Indians. And even in the years since the white has 
put the Indian under such control that he is no longer a serious danger, the 
treatment of him has been by no means such as to show that honesty, mercy, 
and truth are the exclusive importation of European civilisation. 

As a whole, then, the Indian has been like everyone else. His environ- 
ment moulded him and yet he was slowly rising in civilisation. He wm a 
mixture of good impulses and bad, and they took turns in control of his action. 
Few things in history are more hideous than certain of his deeds, and few 
things are more beautiful than others. About him there has grown up a dual 
school of literature: the poetic phase of Chateautfriand, Cooper and Long- 
fellow, and tljfi cynical which denies him any praise whatever. There we 
truth and fals^ood in about equal proportion in each phase. The real Indian 
oscillated between the sublime ana the ridiculous as aid the knights errant of 
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the Middle Ages. Meanwhile, we have him to thank for addii^ to histoiy 
one of its most interesting pha^. A summary of the principal tribal divi- 
sions of the Indian population is desirable." 


THWAITES * ON THE INDIAN TRIBES AND THEIR NUMBERS 

The North Americans presented a considerable variety of types, rangmg 
from the southern Indians, some of whose tribes were rather above the Caribs 
in material advancement, and quite superior to them in mental calibre, down 
to the Diners, the savage root-eaters of the Cordilleran region. 

The migrations of some of the Red Indian tribes were frequent, and they 
occupied overlapping territories, so that it is impossible to fix the tribal 
boundaries with any degree of exactness. Again, the tribes were so merged 
by intermarriage, by affiliation, by consolidation, 
by the fact that there were numerous polyglot vil- 
lages of renegades, by similarities in manner, hab- 
its, and appearance, that it is difficult even to sep- 
arate the savages into families. It is only on philo- 
logical grounds that these divisions can be made at 
all. In a general way we may say that between the 
Atlantic and the Rockies, Hudson Bay and the 
Gulf of Mexico, there were four Indian languages in 
vogue, with great varieties of local dialect. 

The Algonquins were the most numerous, hold- 
ing the greater portion of the country from the un- 
occupied debatable land'’ of Kentucky north- 
ward to Hudson Bay, and from the Atlantic west- 
ward to the Mississippi. Among their tribes were 
the Narragansetts and Mohicjpns. These savages 
were rude in life and manners, were intensely war- 
like, depended, for subsistence chiefly on hunting 
and fishing, lived in rude wigwams covered witJi 
bark, skins, or matted reeds, practised agriculture 
in a crude fashion, and were less stable in their 
habitations than the southern Indians. They have 
made » larger figure in our history than any other family, because through their 
lands came the heaviest and most aggressive mo^vment of white population. 
Estimates of early Indian populations necessarily differ, in the absence of 
accurate knowledge, but it is now known that the numbers were never so 
great sb was at fir^ estimated. The colonists on the Atlantic seaboard found 
a native population much larger than elsewhere existed, for the Indians had 
a superstitious, almost a romantic, attachment to the seaside; and fish-food 
abounded there. Back from the waterfalls on the Atlantic slope — in the 
iiiountains and beyond — there were large areas destitute of inhabitants; 
and even in the nominally occupied territory the villages were generally small 
. and far apart. A careful modem estimate is that the Algonquins at no time 
numbered over ninety thousand souls, and possibly not over fifty thousand. 

In the heart of this Algoncjuin land was planted the ethnic group called 
the Iroquois, with its several distinct branches, often at war with each other. 
The enutiest, most darin}^, and most intelligent of Red Indians, yet still in 
the sava^ hunter state, the Iroquois were the terror of every native band 
east of the Mississippi, and eventually pitted themselves against their white 

pBeprodaoed bj parmiMloii. Copyright, 1897, by Longmans, Green, ft Go.] 
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neighbours. The five principal tribes of this family — Mohawks, Oneidas, 
Onondagas, Cayu^, and Seneci^, all stationed in ^isaded villages south 
and east of lakes Erie and Ontario — formed a loose confederacy, styled by 
themselves “The Long House,” and by the whites “Tbe Five Nations,” 
which firmly held the waterways connecting the Hudson river and the Great 
Lakes. The population of the entire group was not over seventeen thousand 

— a remarkably small number, considering the active part they played m 
American history, and the control which they exercised through wi(le tracts 
of Algonquin territory. Later they were joined by the Tuscaroras from 
North Carolina, and the confederacy was thereafter known as “The Six 
Nations.” 

The southern Indians occupied the country between the Tennessee river 
and the Gulf, the Appalachian ranges and the Mississippi They were divided 
into five lax confederacies — the Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks, 
and ^minoles. Of a milder disposition than their northern cousins, they 
were rather in a barbarous than a savage state. The Creeks, in particular, 
had good intellects, were fair agriculturists, and quickly adopted many 
mechanic and rural arts from their white neighbours; so that by the time of 
the revolution they were not far behind the small white proprietors in industrial 
or domestic methods. In the Indian Territory of to-day the descendants of 
some of these southern Indians are good farmers and herdsmen, with a capa^ 
city for self-government and shrewd business dealing. It is not thought that 
the southern tribes ever numbered above fifty thousand persons. 

The Dakota or Sioux family occupied for the most part the country beyond 
the Mississippi. They were and are a fierce, high-strung people, are genuine 
nomads, and war appears to have been their chief occupation. Before the 
advent of the Spaniards they were foot-wanderers; but runaway horses came 
to them from Mexico and from the exploring expeditions of Narvaez, Coronado, 
and De Soto, and very early in the historic period the Indians of the far 
western plains became expert horsemen, attaining a degree of equestrian skill 
equal to that of the desert-dwelling Arabs. Outlying bands of the Dakotas 
once occupied the greater part of Wisconsin and northern Illinois, and were, 
it is believed by competent investigators, one of the various tribes of mound- 
builders. Upon withdrawing to the west of the Mississippi, they left behind 
them one of their tribes — the Winnebagos — whom Nicolet found (1634) 
resident on and about Green Bay of Lake Michigan, at peace and fti con- 
federacy with the Algonquins, who hedged them about. Other trans-Mis 
sissippi nations there are, but they are neither as large nor of such historical 
importance as the Dakotas. 

The above enumeration, covering the territory south of Hudson Bay and 
east of the Rocky Mountains, embraces those savage nations with which the 
white colonists of North America have longest been in contact. North and 
west of these limits were and are other aboriginal tribes of the same race, bi^t 
materially differing from those to whom allusion has been made, as well as 
from each other, in speech, stature, feature, and custom. These, too, lie, 
generally speaking, in ethnological zones. North of British Columbia are the 
fish-eating and mthy Hyperboreans, including the Eskimos and the tribes 
of Alaska and the British Northwest, South of these dwell the Columbians 

— the aborigines of Oregon, Washington, and Brirish Columbia — a some- 
what higher tjrpe than the Hyperboreans, but mu^ degenerated from con- 
tact with whit^. The Californians are settled not only in what is now termed 
California, but stretch back irregularly into the mountains of Oregon, Idaho, 
Nevada, and Utah.<^ 
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FRANCIS PARKMAN’S* ACCOUNT OF THE INDIAN LIFE AND CHARACTER 

The Indian is a true child of the forest and the desert. The wastes and 
solitudes of nature are his congenial home. His haughty mind is imbued 
with the spirit of the wilderness, and the light of civilisation falls on him 
with a blightmg power. His unruly pride and imtamed freedom are in har- 
mony with the loneljr mountains, cataracts, and rivers among which he dwells; 
and primitive America, with her savage scenery and savage men, opens to 
the imagination a boundless world, unmatched in wild sublimity. 

The Indians east of the Mississippi may be divided into several great 
families, each distinguished by a radical peculiarity of language. In their 
moral and intellectual, their social and political state, these various families 
exhibit strong shades of distinction; but, before pointing them out, I shall 
indicate a few prominent characteristics, which, faintly or distinctly, mark 
the whole in common. 

All are alike a race of hunters, sustaining life wholly, or in part, by the 
fruits of the chase. Each family is split into tribes; and these tribes, by the 
exigencies of the hunter life, are again divided into sub-tribes, bands, or 
villages, often scattered far asunder, over a wide extent of wilderness. Un- 
happily for the strength and harmony of the Indian race, each tribe is prone 
to regard itself, not as the member of a great whole, but as a sovereign and 
independent nation, often arrogating to itself an importance superior to all 
the rest of mankind;* and the warrior whose petty horde might muster a 
few scores of half-starved fighting men, strikes his hand upon his heart, and 
exclaims, in all the pride of patriotism, *^I am a Menomone.” 

In an Indian community, each man is his own master. He abhors restraint 
and owns no other authority than his own capricious will; and yet this wUd 
notion of liberty is not consistent with certain gradations of rank and influ- 
ence. Each tribe has its sachem, or civil chief, whose pffice is in a manner 
hereditary, and, among many, though by no means among all tribes, de- 
scends in the female line; so that the brother of the incumbent, or the son of his 
sister, and not of his own son, is the rightful successor to his dignities.* If, how- 
ever, in the opinion of the old men and subordinate chiefs, the heir should be 
disqualified for the exercise of the office by cowardice, incapacity, or any defect 
of character, they do not scruple to discard him, and elect another in his 
place, •usually fixing their choice on one of his relatives. The office of the 
sachem is no enviable one. He has neither laws to administer nor power to 
enforce his commands. His counsellors are the inferior chiefs and principal 
men of the tribe ; and he never sets himself in opposition to the popular will, 
which is the sovereign power of these savage democracies. His province is 
to advise, and not to dictate; but, should he be a man of energy, talent, and 
address, and especially should he be supported by numerous relatives and 
friends, he may often acquire no small measure of respect and power. A 

Perhaps no one has known the Indians or their homes better than Francis Parkman, who 
among them in the wilderness, sympathised both with their patriotism to their tribes 
and with the civilisation that shackled them , who hunted out their records with indefatigable 
zeal in book and manuscript, and who wrote so brilliantly that John Fiske « was moved to call 
hhn “incomparably the greatest historian that America has produced.” From his description 
of the Indian character we shall quote liberally.] 

' Many Indian tribes bear names which in their dialect siraify men, indicating that the 
character belongs, par exeeUmSe, to them. Sometimes the word was used by itself, and some- 
times an adjective was joined with it, as original men, men surpassing all others. 

' The dread of female infidelity has been assigned, and with probable trith, as the origin 
of this custiMii. The sons of a chiefs sister must necessarily be his kindred ; though his own 
reputed son may be, in fact, the offspring of another. 
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clear distinction is drawn between the civil and military authority, thou gh 
both are often united in the same person. The functions of war-chief may, 
for the most part, be exercised by any one whose prowess and reputation are 
sufficient to mduce the young men to follow him to battle; and he may, 
whenever he thinks proper, raise a band of volunteers, and go out against 
the common enemy. 

We might imagine that a society so loosely framed would soon resolve 
itself into anarchy; yet this is not the case, and an Indian village is singularly 
free from wranglings and petty strife. Several causes conspire to this resiilt. 
The necessities of the hunter life, preventing the accumulation of large com- 
munities, make more stringent organization needless; while a species of self- 
control, inculcated from childhood upon every individual, enforced by a senti- 
ment of dignity and manhood, and greatly aided by the peculiar temperament 
of the race, tends strongly to the promotion of harmony. Though he owns 
no law, the Indian is inflexible in his adherence to ancient usag(‘s and cus- 
toms; and the principle of hero-worship, which belongs to his nature, inspires 
liim with deep respect for the sagos and captains of his tribe. The very rude- 
ness of hLs condition, and the absence of the passions which wealth, luxury, 
and the other incidents of civilisation engender, are favourable to internal har- 
mony; and to the same cause must likewise be ascribed too many of his vir- 
tues, which would quickly vanish, were he elevated from hLs savage state. 

A peculiar social institution exists among the Indians, highly curious in 
its character; and though I am not prepared to say that it may be traced 
through all the tribes cast of the Mississippi, yet its prevalence is so general, 
and its influence on political relations so impoitant, as to claim especial atten- 
tion. Indian communities, independently of their local distribution into 
tribes, bands, and villages, are composed of several distinct clans. Each 
clan has its emblem, consisting of the figure of some birtl, beast, or reptile; 
and each is distinguished by the name of the animal which it thus bears as 
its device; as, for example, the clan of the Wolf, the Deer, the Otter, or the 
Hawk. In the language of the Algonquins, these emblems are known by the 
name of Totems} The members df the same clan, being connected, or sup- 
posed to be so, by ties of kindred, more or less remote, are prohibited from 
intermarriage. Thus Wolf cannot marry Wolf; but he may, if he chooses, 
take a wife from the clan of the Hawks, or any other clan but his own. It 
follows that when this prohibition Ls rigidly observed, no single clan can live 
apart from the rest; but the whole must be mingled together, and ih every 
family the husband and wife must be of different clans. 

To different totems attach different degrees of rank and dignity; and 
those of the Bear, the Tortoise, and the Wolf are among the first in honour. 
Each man is proud of his badge, jealously asserting its claims to respect; and 
the members of the same clan, though they may, perhaps, speak different 
dialects, and dwell far asunder, are yet bound together by the closest ties of 
fraternity. If a man is killed, every member of the clan feels called upon to 
avenge him; and the wayfarer, the hunter, or the warrior is sure of a cordial 
welcome in the distant lodge of the clansman whose face perhaps he has never 
seen. It may be added that certain privileges, highly prizea as hereditary 

* See Schoolcraft, / Oneota. The extraordinary figures intended to represent tortoises, 
deer, snakes, and other animals, which are often seen appended to Indian treaties, are tbe totemf 
of the chiefs, who employ these devices of their respective clans as their sign maniml. 
device of his clan is also sometimes tattooed on the body of the^arrior. The word tribe might, 
perhaps, have been employed with as much propriety as that of clan, to indicate the totemie 
division ; but as%he former is constantly employed to represent the local or political divisions of 
the Indian race, hopeless confusion would arise from using it in a double capacity. 
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rigl^, Bometimes reside in ^particular clans; such as that of funuehing a 
si^em to the tribe, or of performing certain religious ceremonies of magic 
rites. 


The Indians east of the Mississippi may bb^vided into three great fam- 
ilies; the Iroquois, the Algonquin, and the Mobilian, each speakii^ a language 
of" its own, varied by numerous dialectic forms. To these famifies must be 
^dded a few stra^lers from the great western race of the Dakota, besides 
several distinct ti%s of the south, each of which has been regarded as speak- 
ing a tongue peculiar to itself. The Mobilian group embraces the motley 
confederacy of the Creeks, the crafty Choctaws, and the staunch and warlike 
Chickasaws. Of these, and of the distinct tribes dwelling in their vicinity, or 
withiq, their limits, I shall only observe that they offer, with many modifica- 
tidfts, and under different aspects, the same essential features which mark the 
Iroquois and the Algonquins, the two great families of the north. The latter, 
who were the conspicuous actors in the events of the ensuing narrative, 
a closer attention. 

Foremost in war, foremost in eloquence, foremost in their savage arts of 
jpplicy, stood the fierce people called by themselves the Hodenosaunee, and 
T)y the French the Iroquois, a name which has since been applied to the entire 
family of which they formed the dominant member.' They extended their 
conquests and their depredations from Quebec to the Carolinas, and from the 
western prairies to the forests of Maine.* On the south, they forced tribute 
. from the subjugated Delawares, and pierced the mountain fastnesses of the 
Cherokees with incessant forays.® On the north, they uprooted the ancient 
settlements of the Wyandots; on the west they exterminated the Fries and 
the Andantes [Conestogas], and spread havoc and dismay among the tribes 
of the Illinois; and on the east, the Indians of New England fled at the first 
peal of the Mohawk war-cry. Nor was it the Indian race alone who quailed 
before their ferocious valour. All Canada shook with the desolating fury of 
their onset; the people fled to the forts for refuge; the Mood-besmeared con- 
querors roamed like wolves among the burning settlements, and the youthful 
colony trembled on the brink of ruin, » 

The Iroquois in some measure owed their triumphs to the position of their 
country; for they dwelt within the present limits of the state of New York, 
whence several great rivers and the iiand oceans of the northern lakes opened 

> A^ifieat difficulty In the study of Indian history arises from a redundancy of names em- 
ployed Ip designate the same tribe ; yet this does not prevent the same name from being often 
used to designate two or more different tribes. The following are the chief of those which 
are applied to the Iroquois by different writers, French, English, and German : Iroquis, Five, 
.and afterwards Six Nations ; Confederates, Hodenosaunee, Aquanuscioni, Aggonnonshioni, 
Oogwe Honwe, Mengwe, Maquas, Mahaquase, Massawomecs, Palenachendchiesktajeet. The 
name of Massawomecs has been applied to several tribes ; and that of Mingoes is often restricted 
to a coloAy of the Iroquois which established itself near the Ohio. 

« * Franoois, a well-known Indian belonging to the remnant of the Penobscots living at Old 

Town, in 'Maine, told me, in the summer of 1848, that a tradition was current, among his peo- 
iple, of their being attacked in ancient times by the Mohawks, or, as he called them, Mohogs, 
a tribe of the Iroquois, who destroyed one of their villages, killed the men and women, and 
roasted i^e small children on forked sticks, like apples, before the fire. When he befi^ to tell 
*ld8 story, Francois was engaged in patching an old canoe, in prej>aration for a moose hunt | but 
soon growing warm vrith ms recital, he gave over his work, and at the conclusion exclaimed 
i^with great wrath and earnestness, Mohog all devil 1 ** 

* The tribute exacted from the Delawares consisted of wampum, or beads of shell, an 
I aiHele of inestimable value with the Indians. *'Two old men commonly go about, every year 
oatwQ, to receive this tribute ; knd I have often had opportunity to observe what anxiety the 
poor^dians were under, while these two old men rem^ed in that part of the country where 
1 was. An old Mohawk sachem, in a poor blanket and a dirty shirt, may b€ seen issuing his 
orders with as arbitrafy an knthoiity as a Bfiman dictator.” — Coldbn.s 
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x^y thoroughfares to their roving warriors thrho^ IkB the acljaoent wilder- 
ness. But tne true fountain of weir success is to be sought in their own 
inherent enei^es, wrouj^ht to the {nost effective action under a political fabric 
well suited to the Indian life^'in their *inental and moral organisation; in 
their inaatiable ambition and restless ferocity. 

In their scheme of ^overnmenti as in their social customs and reHgio&s 
observances, the Iroquois displayed, in full symmetry and matured strengthi^ 
the same characteristics which in other tribes are found distorted, wither^, 
decayed to the root, or, perhaps, faintly visible in an imperfect germ. They 
consisted of five tribes or nations — the Mohawlcs, the Oneidas, the Onon* 
dagas, the Cayugas, and the Senecas, to whom a sixth, the Tuscaroras, was 
afterwards added.' To each of these tribes belonged an organisation pf its 
own. Each had several sachems, who, with the subordinate chiefs a^ pA- 
cipal men, regulated all its internal affairs; but, when foreign powers wert to 
be treated with, or matters involving the whole confederacy required deliber- 
ation, all the sachems of the several tribes convened in general assembly |^t 
the great council-house, in the valley of Onondaga. Here ambassadors were 
received, alliances were adjusted, and all subjects of general interest discusse]^ 
with exemplary harmony.* The order of debate was prescribed by time- 
honoured customs, and, in the fiercest heat of controversy, the assembly 
maintained its iron self-control. 

But the main stay of Iroquois polity was the system of totemship. It was 
this which gave the structure its elastic strength; and but for this, a mere con- 
federacy of jealous and warlike tribes must soon have been rent asunder by 
shocks from without or discord from within. At some early period, the Iro- 
quois must have fonned an individual nation; for the whole people, irrespec- 
tive of their separation into tribes, consisted of eight totemic clans; and the 
members of each clan, to what nation soever they belonged, were mutually 
bound to one another by those close tics of fraternity which mark this singular 
institution. Thus the five nations of the confederacy were laced together by 
an eight-fold band; and to this hour their slender remnants elmg to one 
another with invincible tenacity. . 

It was no small security to the liberties of the Iroquois — liberties which 
they valued beyond any other possession — that by the Indian custom of 
descent in the female line, which among them was more rigidly adhered to 
than elsewhere, the office of the sachem must pass, not to his son, but to his 
brother, his sister^s son, or some yet remoter kinsman. His power wgu con- 

* 

* The followings are synonymous names, gathered from various writers : Mohawks, Anies, 
Agniers, Agnierrhonons, Sanknicans, Canungas, Mauguawogs, Ganeagaonoh, Oneidas, Oneotas, 
Onuyats, Axioyints, Onneiouts, Oneyyotecaronoh, Onoiochrhonoiis, Onondagas, Onnontajraes, 
Onondagaonohs, Cayugas, Caiyoquos, Qoiogoens, Gweugwehonoh, Senecas, Sinnikes, Chett- 
nessies, Qenesees, Chenandoanes, Tsonnontouans, Jenontowanus, Nundawaronoh. 

' In the year 1746, August Gottheb Spangenburg, a bishop of the United BrethrflB, speijl 
several weeks in Onondaga, and frequently attended the great council The council-house Was 
built of bark. On each side six seats were placed, each containing six persons. Ncrone was 
admitted besides the members of the council, except a few who were particularly houoted. If 
one rose to speak, all the rest sat in profound silence, smoking their pipes. The speaker 
uttered his words in a singing tone, always rising a few notes at the close of each MUtenoe. 
Whatever was pleasing to the council was confirmed by all with the word nee, or '*yea. And, 
at the end of each speech, the whole company Joined m applauding the speaker by calling 
At noon, two men entered bearing a large kettle filled with meat, upon a pole across then 
shoulders, which was first presented to ^e guests. A large wooden ladle, as broad and deep 
as a common bowl, hung with a hook to the side of the kettle, with which every one might lU 
once help himself to as much as he could eat. When the ^ests had eaten their fill^^^f 
begged the counsellors to do the same. The whole was conducted in a very decent and fliiiel 
manner. Indeed, glow and then, one or the other would lie flat upon his bade to rest himself, 
and sometimes they would stop, joke, and laugh heartily.” — Loseiel. * 
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staAtly deflected into the collateral branches of his family; and thus one of 
the" Strongest temptations of ambition was cut off.^ The Iroquois had no 
laws; but they had ancient customs which took the place of laws. Each man, 
or rather, each clan, was the avei^er of its own wrongs; but the manner of 
the retaliation was fixed by established usage. The trmal sachems, and even 
the great council at Onondaga, had no power to compel the execution of their 
decrees; yet they were looked up to with a respect which the soldier's bayonet 
or the sheriff’s staff would never have commanded; and it is highly to the 
honour of the Indian character that they could exact so great an authority 
where there was nothing to enforce it but the weight of moral power.* 

The origin of the Iroquois is lost in hopeless obscurity. That they came 
from the west; that they came from the north; that they sprang from the 
soil of New York, are the testimonies of three conflicting traditions, all equally 
worthless as aids to historic inquiry. It is at the era of their confederacy — 
the event to which the five tribes owed all their greatness and power, and to 
which we need assign no remoter date than that of a century before the first 
arrival of the Dutch in New York — that faint rays of light begin to pierce 
the gloom, and the chaotic traditions of the earlier epoch mould themselves 
into forms more palpable and distinct. 

Taounyawatha, the God of the Waters — such is the belief of the Iroquois 
— descended to the earth to instruct his favourite people in the arts of savage 
life; and when he saw how they were tormented by giants, monsters, and evil 
spirits, he urged the divided tribes, for the common defence, to band them- 
selves together in an everlasting league. While the injunction was as yet 
unfulfilled, the sacred messenger was recalled to the Great Spirit ; but, before 
his departure, he promised that another should appear, empowered to instruct 
the people in all that pertained to their confederation. And accordingly, as 
a band of Mohawk warriors was threading the funereal labyrinth of an ancient 
pine forest, they heard, amid its blackest depths, a hoarse voice chanting in 
measured cadence; and, following the sound, they sai^v, seated among the 
trees, a monster so hideous, that, one and all, they stood benumbed with 
terror. His features were wild and frightful. He was encompassed by hissing 
rattlesnakes, which. Medusa-like, hung writhing from his head; and on the 
ground around him were strewn implements of incantation, and magic vessels 
formed of human skulls. Recovering from their amazement, the warriors 
could perceive that in the mystic words of the chant, which he still poured 
forthj were couched the laws and principles of the destined confederacy. The 
tradition further declares that the monster, being surrounded and captured, 
was presently transfomied to human shape, that he became a chief of tran- 

' The descent of the sachemship in the female line was a custom universally prevalent 
among the Five Nations, or Iroquois proper. Since, among Indian tribes generally, the right 
of furnishing a sachem was vested in some particular totemic clan, it results of course that the 
descent of the sachemship must follow the descent of the totem ; that is, if the totemship 
descend in the female line, the sachemship must do the same. This custom of descent in the 
female line prevailed not only among tho Iroquois pro|)er, but also among tbe Wyandots, and 
probably among the Andastes and the Eries, extinct members of the great Iroquois fi^ily. 
^ns, among any of these tribes, wbeu a W olf warrior married a Hawk sijuaw, tbeir children 
were Hawks, and not Wolves. W^ith the Creeks of the south, according to the observations 
of Hawkins,* the rule was the same ; but among the Algonquins, on the contrary, or at least 
among the northern branches of this family, the reverse took place, the totemships, and con- 
sequently the chieftainships, descending in the male line, after the analogy of civilised nations. 

* Morgan i is of opinion that these institutions were the result of *‘a protracted effort of 
legislation.*’ An examination of the customs prevailing among other Indian tribes mokes it 
probable that the elements of the Iroquois policy existed among them from an indefinite ai^ 
tiqnity ; and the legislation of which Morgan speaks could only involve the arrangement and 
adjustment of already existing materials. 
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Bcendent wifidom and prowess, and to the day’of his death ruled the councils 
of the now united tribes. Ever afterwards the presiding sachem of the council 
at Onondaga inherits from him the honoured name m Atotarho. 

The traditional epoch which preceded the auspicious event of the confed- 
eracy, though wrapped in clouds and darkness, and defying historic scrutiny, 
has yet a character and meaning of its own. The gloom is peopled thick with 
phantoms; with monsters and prodigies, shapes of wild enormity, yet offering 
in the Teutonic strength of their conception, the evidence of a robustness w 
mind unparalleled among tribes of a different lineage. In those evil days, 
the scattered and divided Iroquois were beset with every form of peril ana 
disaster. Giants, cased in armour of stone, descended on them from the 
mountains of the north. Huge beasts trampled down their forests like fieli 
of grass. Human heads, with streaming hair and glaring eyeballs, shot 
through the air like meteors, shedding ^stilence and death throughout the 
land. A great horned serpent rose from Lake Ontario; and only the thunder- 
bolts of the skies could stay his ravages, and drive him back to his native 
do^ps. The skeletons of men, victims of some monster of the forest, were 
seen swimming in the Lake of Teungktoo; and around the Seneca village 
on the hill of Genundewah, a two-headed serpent coiled himself, of size so 
monstrous that the wretched people were unable to ascend his scaly sides, 
and perished in multitudes by his pestilential breath. Mortally wounded at 
length by the magic arrow of a child, he rolled down the steep, sweeping away 
the forest with liis writhings, and plunging into the lake below, where he 
lashed the black waters till they boiled with blood and foam, and at length, 
exhausted with his agony, sunk, and perished at the bottom. Under the 
falls of Niagara dwelt the Spirit of the Thunder, with his brood of giant sons; 
and the Iroquois trembled in their villages when, amid the blackening shadows 
of the storm they heard his deep shout roll along the firmament. 

The energy of fancy, whence these barbarous creations drew their birth, 
displayed itself, at a later period, in that peculiar eloquence which the wild 
democracy of the Iroquois tended to call forth, and to which the mountain 
and the forest, the torrent and the storm, lent their stores of noble imagery. 
That to this imaginative vigour was joined mental power of a different stamp, 
is witnessed by the caustic irony of Garangula and Sagoyewatha, and no less 
by the subtle policy, sagacious as it was treacherous, which marked the deal- 
ings of the Iroquois with surrounding tribes.' ^ 

With all this intellectual superiority, the arts of life among them had not 
emerged from their primitive rudeness; and their coarse pottery, their spear 
and arrow heads of stone, were in no way superior to those of many other 
tribes. Their agriculture deserves a higher praise. In 1696, the invading 
army of Count Frontenac found the maize fields extending a league and a half 
or two leagues from their villages; and, in 1779, the troops of General Sullivan 
were filled with amazement at their abundant stores of com, beans, and 
squashes, and at the ancient apple orchards which grew around their settle- 
ments. 

* For traditions of the Iroquois see Schoolo^aft,!^ Cusick,* and Clark,"* Hiai. Ononda^at L 
Gusick was an old Tuscarora Indian, who, bein8 disabled by an accident from active ooou|iar 
tions, essayed to become the historian of his pec^le, and produced a small pamphlet, written in 
a language almost unintelligible, and filled with a medley of traditions in which a few grains 
of truth are inextricably mingled with a tangled fhass of absurdUies. He relates the monstrous 
legends of his people with an air of implicit faith, and traces the presiding sachems of the oo^ 
federa^ in regular descent from the first Atotarho downwards. His work, which was printed 
at the Tuscarora ^Ula^, near Lewiston, in 1828, is illustrated by several rude engravings rep- 
resenting the stone giants, the fiying hrads, and other traditional monsters. 

H. W. — VOL. XXII. Zls 
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JEieir dwellings and works of defence were far from contemptible, either in 
their dimensions or in their structure ; and though by the sever^ attacks of the 
French, and especially by the invasion of De Nonville, in 1687, and of Front^ 
naCj nine years later, their fortified towns were levelled to the earth, never 
again to reappear; yet, in the works of Champlain » and other early writers 
we find abundant evidence of their pristine condition. Along the banks of 
the Mohawk, among the hills and hollows of Onondaga, in the forests of 
Oneida and Cayuga, on the romantic shores of Seneca Lake and the rich 
borders of the Genesee, surrounded by waving maize fields, and encircled from 
afar by the green margin of the forest, stood the ancient strongholds of the 
confederacy. The clustering dwellings were encompassed by palisades, in 
single, double, or triple rows, pierced with loopholes, furnished with platforms 
within, for the convenience of the defenders, with magazines of stones to hurl 
upon the heads of the enemy, and with water conductors to extinguish any 
fire which might be kindled from without. 

The area which these defences enclosed was often several acres in extent, 
and the dwellings, ranged in order within, were sometimes more than a hundred 
feet in length. Posts, firmly driven into the ground, with an intervening 
framework of poles, formed the basis of the structure; and its sides and 
arched roof were closely covered with layers of elm bark. Each of the larger 
dwellings contained several distinct families, whose separate fires were built 
along the central space, while compartments on each side, like the stalls of a 
stable, afforded some degree of privacy. Here, rude couches were prepared, 
and bear and deer skins spread; while above, the ripened ears of maize, 
suspended in rows, formed a golden tapestry. 

In the long cvenirigs of midwinter, when in the wilderness without the 
trees cracked with biting cold, and the forest paths were clogged with snow, 
then, around the lodge-fires of the Iroquois, warriors, squaws, and restless 
naked children were clustered in social groups, each dark face brightening in 
the fickle firelight, while, with jest and laugh, the piff^ passed round from 
hand to hand. Perhaps some shrivelled old warrior, the story-teller of the 
tribe, recounted to attentive ears the dbeds of ancient heroism, legends of 
spirits and monsters, or tales of witches and vampires — superstitions not less 
rife among this all-believing race, than among the nations of the transatlantic 
world. 

The life of the Iroquois, though void of those multiplying phases which 
vary the routine of civilised existence, was one of sharp excitement and sudden 
contrast. The chase, the war-path, the dance, the festival, the game of 
hazard, the race of political ambition, all had their votaries. When the 
assembled sachems had resolved on war against some foreign tribe, and when, 
from their great council-house of bark, in the valley of Onondaga, their 
messengers had gone forth to invite the warriors to arms, then from east to 
west, through the farthest bounds of the confederacy, a thousand warlike 
hearts caught up the summons with glad alacrity. With fasting and praying, 
and consulting dreams and omens; with invoking the war god, and dancing the 
frantic war-dance, the warriors sought to insure the triumph of their arms; 
and, these strange rites concluded, they began their stealthy progress, full of 
confidence, through the devious pathways of the forest. For days and weeks, 
in anxious expectation, the villagers await the result. And now, as evening 
closes, a shrill, wild cry, pealing from afar, over the darkening forest, pro- 
claims the return of the victorious warriors. The village is alive with sudden 
commotion; and snatching sticks and stones, knives and hatchets, men, 
women, and children, yelling like fiends let loose, swarm out of the narrow 
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portal* to vidt upon the miserable captives a foretaste of the deadlier torments 
in store for them. The black arches of the forest glow witti the fires of death* 
and with brandished torch and firebrand the frenzied multitude close arounct 
their victim. The pen shrinks to ^te, the heart sickens to conceive, the 
fierceness of his agony; yet still, amid the din of his tormentors, rises his clear 
voice of scorn and defiance. The work is done; the blackened trunk is flung 
to the dogs, and, with clamorous shouts and hootings, the murderers seek to 
drive away the spirit of their victim.* 

The Iroquois reckoned these barbarities among their most exquisite enjoy- 
ments; and yet they had other sources of pleasure, which made up in fre- 
quency and in innocence what they lacked in intensity. Each passing season 
had its feasts and dances, often mingling religion with social pastime. The 
young had their frolics and merry-makings; and the old had their no less 
frequent councils, where conversation and laughter alternated with grave 
deliberations for the public weal. There were also stated periods marked by 
the recurrence of momentous ceremonies, in which the whole community took 
part — the mystic sacrifice of the dpgs, the orgies of the dream feast, and the 
loathsome festival of the exhumation of the dead. Yet in the intervals of 
war and hunting, these multiform occupations would often fail; and, while 
the women were toiling in the cornfields, the lazy warriors vainly sought relief 
from the scanty resources of their own minds, and beguiled the hours with 
smoking or sleeping, with gambling or gallantry. 

If we seek for a single trait pre-eminently characterisi ic of the Iroquois, 
we shall find it in that boundless pride which impelled them to style them- 
selves, not inaptly as regards their own race, “the men surpassing all others.'^ * 
“Must I," exclaimed one of their great warriors, as he fell wounded among a 
crowd of AJgonquins — “ must I, who have made the whole earth tremble, 
now die by tne hands of children?” Their power kept pace with their pride. 
Their war parties roamed over half America, and their name was a terror from 
the Atlantic to the Mississippi; but, when we ask the numerical strength of 
the dreaded confederacy, when we discover that, in the days of their greatest 
triumphs, their united cantons could not have mustered four thousand war- 
riors, we stand amazed at the folly and dissension which left so vast a region 
the prey of a handful of bold marauders. Of the cities and villages now so 
thicldy scattered over the lost domain of the Iroquois, a single one might boast 
a more numerous population than all the five united tribes.® ^ 

From this remarkable people, who with all the ferocity of their race blended 

^ “ Being at this place the 17 of June, there came fifty prisonerH from the south westward. 
They were of two nations, some whereof have few guns , the other none at all. One nation is 
about ten days' journey from any Christians, and trade onely with one greatt house, nott farr 
from the sea, and the other trade onely, as they say, w ith a black jieople This day of them 
was burnt two women, and a man and a child killed with a stone. Att night we heard a great 
noyse as if y® houses had all fallen, butt itt was only y® inhabitants driving away y® ghosts of 
y® murthered. The 18^ going to Canagorah, that day there were most cruelly burnt four men, 
four women and one boy. The cruelty lasted aboutt seven hours. When they were almost 
dead letting them loose to the mercy of y® boys, and taking the hearts of such as were dead to 
feast on.”— Qrbenhalqh.® 

” This is Colden’s o translation of the word Ongwehonwo, one of the names of the Iroquois. 

' La HontanP estimated the Iroquois at from five thousand to seven thousand fighting men; 
but his means of information were very imperfect, and the same may be said of several other 
French writers, who have overrated the force of the confederacy. In 1677, the English sent 
one Greenhalgh® to ascertain their numbers. He visited all their towns and villages, and re> 
ported their aggregate force at two thousand one hundred and fi^y fighting men. The report 
cf Colonel Cours^, agent from Virginia, at about the same period, closely corresponds with 
this statement. Subsequent estimates, up to the period of the Bevolution, when their strength 
had much deollnedf vary from twelve hundred to two thou^aud one hundred and twenty. 
Most of these estimates are given by Clinton and several by Jefferson.^ 
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heroic virtues and marked endowments of intellect, I pass to other members 
of the same great family, whose different fortunes may prhaps be ascribed 
rather to the force of circumstance, than to any intrinsic inferiority. 

The peninsula between the lakes Huron, Erie, and Ontario was occupied 
by two distinct peoples, speaking dialects of the Iroquois tongue. Tlie Hurons 
or Wyandots, including the formidable bands called by the French the Dionon- 
dadics, or Tobacco Nation,^ dwelt among the forests which bordered the eastern 
shores of the fresh water sea, to which they have left their name; while the 
Neutral Nation, so called from their neutrality in the war between the Hurons 
and the Five Nations, inhabited the northern shores of Lake Erie, and even 
extended their eastern flank across the strait of Niagara. 

The population of the Hurons has been variously stated at from ten 
thousand to thirty thousand souls, but probably did not exceed the former 
estimate. The Franciscans and the Jesuits were early among them, and from 
their copious descriptions, it is apparent that, in legends and superstitions, 
manners and habits, religious observances and social customs, this people 
were closely assimilated to their brethren of the Five Nations. Their capa- 
cious dwellings of bark, and their palisaded forts, seemed copied after the 
sanie model. Like the Five Nations they were divided into tribes, and cross- 
divided into totemic clans; and, as with them, the office of sachem descended 
in the female line. The same crude materials of a political fabric were to be 
found in both; but, unlike the Iroquois, the Wyandots had not as yet wrought 
them into a system, and woven them into a harmonious whole. 

Like the Five Nations, the Wyandots were in some measure an agricul- 
tural people; they bartered the surplus products of their maize fields to sur- 
rounding tribes, usually receiving fish in exchange; and this traffic was so 
considerable, that the Jesuits styled their country the Granary of the Algon- 
quins,* Their prosperity was rudely broken by the hostilities of the Five 
Nations; for though the conflicting parties were not ill n,i,atched in point of 
numbers, yet the united counsels and ferocious energies of the confederacy 
swept all before them. In the year 1649, in the depth of winter, their war- 
riors invaded the country of the Wyandots, stormed their largest villages, and 
involved all within in indiscriminate slaughter. The survivors fled in panic 
terror, and the whole nation was dispersed and broken. 

Some found refuge among the French of Canada, where, at the village of 
Lorqtte, near Quebec, their descendants still remain; others were incorpo- 
rated with their conquerors; while others again fled northward, beyond Lake 
Superior, and sought an asylum among the desolate wastes which bordered 
on the northeastern bands of the Dakota. Driven back by those fierce bison- 
hunters, they next established themselves about the outlet of Lake Superior, 
and the shores and islands in the northern parts of Lake Huron. Thence, 
about the year 1680, they descended to Detroit, where they formed a per- 
manent settlement, and where, by their superior valour, capacity, and 
address, they soon acquired a marvellous ascendancy over the surrounding 
Algonquins. 

The ruin of the Neutral Nation followed close on that of the Wyandote, 
to whom, according to Jesuit authority, they bore an exact resemblance in 
character and manners. The Senecas soon found means to pick a quarrel 

1 Harons, Wyandots, Ycytdots, Ouendaets, Quatories. The Dionondadies are also designated 
by the following names : Tionontatez, Petuneux— Nation of Tobacco. 

* Bancroft* in his chapter on the Indians east of the Mississippi, Mls^to a mistake when 
he s^s that no trade was carried on by any of the tribes. For an account 0x the traffic between 
the Hurons and Algonquins see Merder.* 
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with them; ^ejr were assailed by all the strength of the insatiable confed- 
eracy, and within a few years their destruction as a nation was complete. 

South of Lake Erie dwelt two members of the Iroquois family. The 
Andastes built their fortified villages along the valleys of the Alleghany a.nH 
the upper Ohio ; while the Erigas, or Eries, occupied the borders of the lake 
which still retains their name. Of these two nations little is known, for the 
Jesuits had no missions among them, and few traces of them survive ^yond 
their names and the record of their destruction. The war with the Wyandots 
was scarcely over, when the Five Nations turned their arms against their 
Brie brethren. 

In the year 1655, using their canoes as scaling ladders, they stormed the 
Erie stronghold, leaped down like tigers among the defenders, and butcher^ 
them without mercy. The greater part of the nation was involved in the 
massacre, and the remnant was incorporated with the conquerors, or with 
other tribes, to which they fled for refuge. The ruin of the Andastes came 
next in turn; but this brave people fought for twenty years against their 
inexorable assailants, and their destruction was not consummated until the 
year 1672, when they shared the fate of the rest. 

Thus, within less than a quarter of a century, four nations, the most brave 
and powerful of the North American savages, sank before the arms of the 
confederates. Nor did their triumphs end here. Within the same short 
space they subdued their southern neighbours the Lenape, the leading mem- 
bers of the Algonquin family, and expelled the Ottawas, a numerous peopli* 
of the same lineage, from the borders of the river which bears their name. Jn 
the north, the west, and the south, their conquests embraced every adjacent 
tribe; and meanwhile their war parties were harassing the French of Canada 
with reiterated inroads, and yelling the war-whoop under the very walls of 
Quebec. 

They were the worst of conquerors. Inordinate pride, the lust of blood 
and dominion, were the mainsprings of their warfare; and their victories were 
stained with every excess of savage passion. That their triumphs must havi* 
cost them dear; that, in spite of their cautious tactics, these multipilied con- 
flicts must have greatly abridged th('ir strength, would appc'ar inevitable. 
Their losses were, in fact, considerable; but every bn^ach was repaired by 
means of a practice which they, in common with other tribes, constantly 
adhered to. When their vengeance was glutted by the sacrifice of a sufficient 
number of captives, they spared the lives of the remainder, and adopted them 
as members of their confederated tribes, separating wives from husbands, and 
children from parents, and distributing them among different villages, in order 
that old ties and associations might be more completely broken up. This 
policy, was designated among them by a name which signifies flesh cut into 
pieces and scattered among the tribes.” 

In the years 1714r-15, the confederacy received a great accession of strength. 
Southwards, about the headwaters of the rivers Neuse and Tar, and separated 
from their kindred tribes by intervening Algonquin communities, dwelt the 
Tuscaroras, a warlike people belonging to the generic stock of the Iroquois. 
The wrongs inflicted by white settlers, and their own undistinguishing ven- 
geance, involved them in a war with the colonists, which resulted in their 
defeat and expulsion. They emigrated to the Five Nations, whose allies they 
had been in former wars with southern tribes, and who now gladly received 
them, admitting them as a sixth nation, into their confederacy, and assigning 
to their sacheirfc a seat in the council-house at Onondaga. 

It is a remark of Gallatin, “ that in their career of conquest, the Five Nations 
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encountered more Btubbom resistance from the tribes of their own family, 
than from those of a different line£^. In truth, all the scions of this warlike 
stock seem endued with singular vitality and force, and among them we must 
^k for the best type of the Indian character. Few tribes could match them 
in prowess and constancy, in moral energy and intellectual vigour. The 
Jesuits remarked that they were more intelligent, yet less tractable, than 
other savages; and Charlevoix observes that, though the Algonquins were 
readily converted, they made but fickle proselytes; while the Hurons, though 
not easily won over to the church, were far more faithful in their adherence. 
Of this tribe, the Hurons or Wyandots, a candid and experienced observer 
[W. H. Harrison^'] declares that of all the Indians with whom he was conversant, 
they alone held it disgraceful to turn from the face of an enemy when the for- 
tunes of the fight were adverse. 

Besides these inherent qualities, the tribes of the Iroquois race derived 
great advantages from their superior social organisation. They were all, 
more or less, tillers of the soil, and were thus enabled to concentrate a more 
numerous population than tjie scattered tribes who live by the chase alone. 
In their well-peopled and well-constructed villages, they dwelt together the 
greater part of the year; and thence the religious rites and social and political 
usages, which elsewhere existed only in the genn, attained among them a full 
and perfect development. Yet these advantages were not without alloy, and 
the Jesuits were not slow to remark that the stationary and thriving Iroquois 
were more loose in their observance of social ties than the wandering and 
starving savages of the north.* 

The Algonquin Family 

Except the detached nation of the Tuscaroras, and a few smaller tribes 
adhering to them, the Iroquois family was confined to the ^egion south of the 
lakes Erie and Ontario, anti the peninsula east of Lake Huron. They formed, 
as it were, an island in the vast expanse of Algonquin population extending 
from Hudson's Bay on the north to the Carolinas on the south; from the 
Atlantic on the east to the Mississippi and Lake Winnipeg on the west. They 
were Algonquins who greeted Jacques Cartier, as his ships ascended the St. 
Lawrence. The first British colonists found savages of the same race hunting 
and fishing along the coasts and inlets of Virginia; and it was the daughter ot 
an Algonquin chief 'who interceded with her father for the life of the adven- 
turous Englishman. They were Algonquins who, under Sassacus the Pequot, 
and Philip of Mount Hope, waged war against the Puritans of New England, 
who dwelt at Penacook, under the rule of the great magician, Passaconaway, 
and trembled before the evil spirits of the Crystal Hills; and who sang aves 
and told their beads in the forest chapel of Father Rasies, by the banks of the 
Kennebec. They were Algonquins who, under the great tree at Kensington, 
made the covenant of peace with William Penn; and when French Jesuits and 
fur-traders explored the Wabash and the Ohio, they found their valleys ten- 
anted by the same far-extended race. Years later the traveller, perchance, 
could find them pitching their bark lodges along the beach at Mackinaw, 
spearing fish among the boiling rapids of St. Mary's, or skimming the waves 
of Lake Superior in their birch canoes. 

Of all the members 8f the Algonquin family, those called by the English 

* ** Here Indians were very desirous to see us ride our horses, ^ee did . they made 
great feasts and dancing, and invited us y^ when all y* maides were together, both wee and our 
Indyans might choose such as lyked us to ly with.” — Oreenhaloh.o 
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the Delawares, by the French the Loups, and by themaelvee Lenni Lenape, or 
Original Men, hold the first claim to attention; for their traditions declare 
them to be the parent stem whence other Algonquin tribes have sprung. The 
latter reeomised the claim, and, at all solemn councils, aoccotled to the ances- 
tral tribe tne title of Grandfather.* 

The first European colonists found the conical lodges of the Lenape clus- 
tered in frequent groups about the waters of the Delaware and its tributary 
streams, witnin the present limits of New Jersey, and eastern Pennsylvania, 
liie nation was separated into three divisions, and three sachems formed a 
triumvirate, who, with the council of old men, regulated all its affairs. They 
were, in some small measure, an agricultural people; but fishing and the chase 
were their chief dependence, and through a great part of the year they were 
scattered abroad, among forests and streams, in search of sustenance. 

When William Penn held his far-famed council with the sachems of the 
Lenape, he extended the hand of brotherhood to a people as unwarlike in 
their habits as his own pacific followers. This is by no means to be ascribed 
to any inborn love of peace. The Lenape were then in a state of degrading 
vassalage to the Five Nations, who, that they might drain to the dregs the 
cup of Tiumiliation had forced them to assume the name of Women, and 
forego the use of arms.* Dwelling under the shadow of the tyrannical con- 
federacy, they were long unable to wipe out the blot; but at length, pushed 
from tneir ancient seats by the encroachments of white men, and removed 
westward, partially beyond the reach of their conquerors, their native spirit 
began to revive, and they assumed a tone of unwonted defiance. During 
the Old French War they resumed the use of arms, and while the Five Nations 
fought for the English, they espoused the cause of PVance. At the opening 
of the Revolution, they boldly asserted their freedom from the yoke of their 
conquerors; and a few years after, the Five Nations confessed, at a public 
council, that the Lenape were no longer women, but men. p]ver since that 
period, they have stood in high repute for bravery, generosity, and all the 
savage virtues; and the settlers of the frontier have often found, to their 
cost, that the “women” of the Iroquois have been transformed into a race of 
formidable warriors. Later the small remnant settled beyond the Mississippi 
were among the bravest marauders of the west. Their war-parties pierced 
the farthest wilds of the Rocky Mountains; and the prairie traveller might 
sometimes meet the Delaware warrior returning from a successful foray, a 
gaudy handkerchief bound about his brows, his snake locks fluttering in the 
wind, and his rifle resting across his saddle-bow, while the tarnished and 
begrimed equipments of his half-wild horse bore witness that the unscrupulous 
rider had waylaid and plundered some Mexican cavalier. 

Adjacent to the Lenape, and associated with them in some of the most 
notable passages of their history, dwelt the Shawanos, the Chaouanons of 
the French, a tribe of bold, roving, and adventurous spirit. Their eccen- 
tric wanderings, their sudden appearances and disappearances, perplex the 
antiquary, and defy research; but from various scattered notices, we may 

’ The Lenape, on their part, call the other Algonquin tribee Children, Grandchildren' 
Nephews, or Younger Brothers ; but they confess the superiority of the Wyandots and the 
Five Nations, by yielding them the title of Uncles. They, in return, call the lenape Nephews, 
or more frequent Cousins 

' The sto^ told bv the Lenape themselves, and recorded with the utmost good faith by 
Loskiel ^ and Heckewelder, * that the Five Nations had not conifuered them, but, by a cunning 
artifice, had cheated them into subjection, is wholly unworthy of credit It is not to be believea 
that a people so acute and suspicious could be the dupes of so palpable a trick ; and it is actually 
incredible that a^iigh-spirited tribe could be induced, by the most persuasive rhetoric, to 
assume the name of Women, which in Indian eyes is the last confession of abject abasement. 
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rather that at an period, they occupied the valley of the Ohio; that, 
becoming embroiled with the Five Nations, they shared the defeat of the 
Andastes, and about the year 1672 fled to escape destruction. Some found 
an asylum in the country of the Lenape, where they lived tenants at will of 
the Pive Nations; others sought refuge in the Carolinas and Florida, where, 
true to their native instincts, they soon came to blows with the owners of the 
soil. Again, turning northwards, they formed new settlements in the valley 
of the Cmio, where they were now suffered to dwell in peace, and where, at a 
later period, they were joined by such of their brethren as had found refuge 
among the Lenape. 

Of the tribes which, single and detached, or cohering in loose confederacies, 
dwelt within the limits of Lower Canada, Acadia, and New England, it is 
needless to speak; for they offered no distinctive traits demandmg notice. 
Passing the country of the Lenape and the Shawanos, and descending the 
Ohio, the traveller would have found its valley chiefly occupied by two nations, 
the Miamis or Twightwees, on the Wabash and its branches, and the Illinois, 
who dwelt in the neighbourhood of the river to which they have given their 
name. Though never subjugated, as were the Lenape, both the Miamis and 
the Illinois were reduced to the last extremity by the repeated attacks of the 
Five Nations; and the Illinois, in particular, suffered so much by these and 
other wars, that the population of ten or twelve thousand, ascribed to them 
by the early French writers, had dwindled, during the first quarter of the 
eighteenth century, to a few small villages.' According to Marest,* they were 
a people sunk in sloth and licentiousness; but that priestly father had suffered 
much at their hands, and viewed them with a jaundiced eye. Their agricul- 
ture was not contemptible; they had permanent dwellings as well as portable 
lodges; and though wandering through many months of the year among 
their broad prairies and forests, there were seasons when their whole popula- 
tion was gathered, with feastings and merry-making, within^-^^he limits of their 
vill^es. 

Turning his course northward, traversing lakes Michigan and Superior, 
and skirting the western margin of Lake Huron, the voyager would have 
found the solitudes of the wild waste around him broken by scattered lodges 
of the Ojibwas, Pottawottomies, and Ottawas. About the bays and rivers 
west of Lake Michigan, he would have seen the Sacs, the Foxes, and the 
Menominees; and penetrating the frozen wilderness of the north, he would 
have been welcomed by the rude hospitality of the wandering Knisteneaux 
or Crees]. 

The Ojibwas, with their kindred, the Pottawottomies, and their friends 
the Ottawas — the latter of whom were fugitives from the eastward, whence 
they had fled from the wrath of the Iroquois — were banded into a sort of 
coniederacy. In blood and language, in manners and character, they were 
closely allied. The Ojibwas, by far the most numerous of the three, occupied 
the basin of Lake Superior, and extensive adjacent regions. In their bounda- 
ries, the career of Iroquois conquests found at length a check. The fugitive 
Wyandots sought refuge in the Ojibwa hunting-grounds; and tradition relates 
that, at the outlet of Lake Superior, an Iroquois war-party once encountered 
a disastrous repulse. 

In their mode of life, they were far more rude than the Iroquois, or even 
the southern Algonquin iribes. The totemic system is found among them 
in its most imperfect state. The original clans have become broken into 

• 

' Father Ra8lel,f 1728, nya that there were eleven. Merest, « in 1712, found only three. 
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fragments, and indefinitely multiplied; and many of the ancient customs 
of the institution are but loosely regarded. Agriculture is little known 
and, tl^ough summer and winter, they range the wUdemess with restless 
wandering, now gorged to repletion, and now perishing with want. In the 
calm days of summer, the Ojibwa fisherman pushes out his birch canoe upon 
the mat inland ocean of the north ; and, as he gazes down into the pellucid 
depths, he seems like one balanced between earth and sky. The watchful 
fish-hawk circles above his head; and below, farther than his line will reach, 
he sees the trout glide shadowy and silent over the glimmoring pebbles. The 
little islands on the verge of the horizon seem now starling into spires, now 
melting from the sight, now shaping themselves into a tnousancf fantastic 
forms, with the strange mirage of the waters; and he fancies that the evil spirits 
of the lake lie basking their serpent forms on those unhallowed shores. Again 
he explores the watery labyrinths where the stream sweeps among piiu'-tufted 
islands, or runs, black and deep, beneath the shadows of moss-d)oarded firs: 
or he drags his canoe upon the sandy beach, and, while his camp-fire crackles 
on the grass-plat, reclines beneath the trees, and smokes and laughs away 
the sultry hours, in a lazy luxury of enjoyment. 

But when winter descends upon the north, sealing up the fountains, fetter- 
ing the streams, and turning the green-robed forests to shivering nakedness, 
then, bearing their frail dwellings on their backs, the Ojibwa family wander 
forth into the wilderness, cheered only, on their dreary track, by the whistling 
of the north wind, and the hungry howl of wolves. By the banks of some 
frozen stream, women and children, men and dogs, lie crouched together 
around the fire. They spread their benumbed fingers over the embers, while 
the wind shrieks through the fir-trees like the gale through the rigging of a 
frigate, and the narrow concave of the wigwam sparkles with the frost-work 
of their congealed breath. In vain they beat the magic drum, and call upon 
their ^ardian manitoes — the wary moose keeps aloof, the bear lies close 
in his hollow tree, and famine stares them in the face. And now the hunter 
can fight no more against the nipping cold and blinding sleet. Stiff and stark, 
with haggard cheek and shrivelled lip, he lies among the snow drifts; till, 
with tooth and claw, the famished wildcat strives in vain to pierce the frigid 
marble of his limbs. Such harsh schooling is thrown away on the incorrigible 
mind of the northern Algonquin. He lives in misery, as his fathers lived 
before him. Still, in the brief hour of plenty he forgets the season of want; 
and still the sleet and the snow descend upon his houseless head. * 

In speaking of the Iroquois, some of the distinctive peculiarities of the 
Algonquins have already been hinted at. It must be admitted that, in moral 
stability and intellectual vigour, they are inferior to the former; though some 
of the most conspicuous offspring of the wilderness, Metacom, Tecumseh, and 
Pontiac himself, owned their blood and language. 

The fireside stories of every primitive people are faithful reflections of 
the form and colouring of the national mind; and it is no proof of sound 
philosophy to turn with contempt from the study of a fairy tale. The legend- 
ary lore of the Iroquois, black as the midnight forests, awful in its gloomy 
strength, is but another manifestation of that spirit of mastery which uprooted 
whole tribes from the earth, and deluged the wilderness with blood. The 
traditionary tales of the Algonquins wear a different aspect. The credulous 
circle around an Ojibwa l^ge-fire listened to wjjd recitals of necromancy 
and witchcraft — men transformed to beasts, and beasts transformed to 
men, animated trees, and birds who spoke with human tongue. They heard 
of malignant sorcerers dwelling among the lonely islands of spell-bound lakes; 
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of gn^weendigoes, and bloodless geehi; of evil manitoes lurking in the dens 
ana f^tnes^s of the woods; of pygmy champions, diminutive in stature, 
but mighty in soul, who, by the potency of charm and talisman, subdued the 
direst monsters of the waste; and of heroes, who not by downright force and 
open onset, but by subtle strategy, tricks, or magic art, achieved marvellous 
triumphs over the brute force of their assailants. Sometimes the tale will 
breathe a different spirit, and tell of orphan children abandoned in the heart 
of a hideous wilderness, beset with fiends and cannibals. Some enamoured 
maiden, scornful of earthly suitors, plights her troth to the graceful manito 
of the grove; or bright aerial beings, dwellers of the sky, descend to tantalise 
the gaze of mortals with evanescent forms of loveliness. 

The mighty giant, the God of the Thunder, who made his home among the 
caverns, beneath the cataract of Niagara, was a conception which the deep 
imagination of the Iroquois might fitly engender. The Algonquins held a 
simpler faith, and maintained that the thunder was a bird who built his nest 
on the pinnacle of towering mountains. Two daring boys once scaled the 
height, and thrust sticks into the eyes of the portentous nestlings; which 
hereupon flashed forth such wrathful scintillations, that the sticks were 
shivered to atoms.* 

The religious belief of the Algonquins — and the remark holds good, not 
of the Algonqiuns only, but of all the hunting tribes of America — is a cloudy 
bewilderment, where we seek in vain for system or coherency. Among a 
primitive and savage people, there were no poets to vivify its images, and no 
priests to give distinctness and harmony to its rites and symbols. To the 
Indian mind, all nature was instinct with deity. A spirit was embodied in 
every mountain, lake, and cataract; every bird, beast, or reptile, every tree, 
shrub, or grassblade, was endued with mystic influence; yet this untutored 
pantheism did not exclude the conception of certain divinities, of incongruous 
and ever shifting attributes. Tlie sun, too, was a god, anej^ the moon was a 
goddess. Conflicting powers of good and evil divided the universe: but if, 
before the arrival of Europeans, the Indian recognised the existence of one, 
almighty, self-existing Being, the Great Spirit, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
the belief was so vague and dubious as scarcely to deserve the name. His 
perceptions of moral good and evil were perplexed and shadowy; and the 
belief in a state of future reward and punishment was by no means of universal 
prevalence. 

Of fhe Indian character, much has been written foolishly and credulously 
believed. By the rhapsodies of poets, the cant of sentimentalists, and the 
extravagance of some who should have known better, a counterfeit image 
has been tricked out, which might seek in vain for its likeness through every 
comer of the habitable earth; an image bearing no more resemblance to its 
original than the monarch of the tragedy and the hero of the epic poem bear 
to their living prototypes in the palace and the camp. The shadows of his 
wilderness home, and the darker mantle of his own inscrutable reserve, have 
made the Indian warrior a wonder and a mystery. Yet to the eye of rational 

* For Algonquin legends, see Schoolcraft/. Le Jeune*’*’ early discovered these legends 
among the tribes of his mission. Two centuries ago, among the Algonquins of Lower Canada, 
a tale was related to him, which, in its principal incidents, is identical with the story of the 
“Boy who set a snare for the sun,” found by Schoolcraft among the tribes of the upper Lakes. 
The coincidence affords a curious proof of the antiquity and wide diffusion of some of these 
tales. The Dakotas, as well as the Algonquins, believe that the thunder is produced by a bird. 
An Indian propounded to Le Jeufle a (metrine of his own. According to his theory, the thunder 
is produced by the eructations of a monstrous giant, who had unfortunatdy swallowed a 
quantity of snakes ; and the latter falling to the earth, caused the appearam^ of lightning. 
“ Voild une philoaophii bien nouvelZe /” exclaims the astonished Jesuit. 
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observation there is nothing unintelligible in him. He is full, it is true, of 
contradiction. He deems himself the centre of greatness and renown; his 
pride is proof against the fiercest torments of fire and steel ; and yet the same 
man would beg for a dram of whiskey, or pick up a crust of bread tlu'own to 
him like a do^, from the tent door of the traveller. At one moment, he is 
wary and cautious to the verge of cowardice; at the next, he abandons himself 
to a veiy insanity of recklessness; and the habitual self-restraint which 
throws an impenetrable veil over emotion is joined to the wild, impetuous 
passions of a beast or a madman. 

Such inconsistencies, strange as they seem in our eyes, when viewed under 
a novel aspect, are but the ordina^ incidents of humanity. The qualities 
of the mind are not uniform in their action through all the relations of life. 
With different men, and different races of men, pride, valour, prudence, have 
different forms of manifestation, and where in one instance they lie dormant, 
in another they are keenly awake. The conjunction of greatness and little- 
ness, meanness and pride, is older than the days of the patriarchs; and such 
antiquated phenomena, displayed under a new form in the unreflecting 
undisciplined mind of a savage, call for no special wonder, but should rather 
be classed with the other enigmas of the fathomless human heart. The dis- 
secting knife of a Rochefoucauld might lay bare matters of no less curious 
observation in the breast of every man. 

Nature has stamp(*d the Indian with a hard and stern physiognomy. 
Ambition, revenge, envy, jealousy, are his ruling passions; and his cold tem- 
perament is little exposed to those effeminate vices which are the bane of 
milder races. With him revenge is an overpowering instinct; nay, more, 
it is a point of honour and a duty. His pride sets all language at defiance. 
He loathes the thought of coercion; and few of his race have ever stooped to 
discharge a menial office. A wild love of liberty, an utter intolerance of con- 
trol, lie at the basis of his character, and fire his whole existence. Yet, in 
spite of this haughty independence, he is a devout hero- worshipper; and high 
achievement in war or policy touches a chord to which his nature never fails 
to respond. He looks up with admiring reverence to the sages and heroes 
of his tribe; and it is this principle, joined to the respect for age which swings 
from the patriarchal element in his social system, which, beyond all others, 
contributes union and harmony to the erratic members of an Indian community. 
With him the love of glory kindles into a burning passion; and to allay its 
cravings, he will dare cold and famine, fire, tempest, torture, and death itself. 

These generous traits are overcast by much that is dark, cold, and sinister, 
by sleepless distrust, and rankling jealousy. Treacherous himself, he is 
always suspicious of treachery in others. Brave as he is — and few of man- 
kind are braver — he will vent his passion by a secret stab rather than ap 
open blow. His warfare is full of ambuscade and stratagem; and he never 
rushes into battle with that joyous self-abandonment, with which the warriora 
of the Gothic races flung themselves into the ranks of their enemies. In his 
feasts and his drinking bouts we find none of that robust and full-toned mirth, 
which reigned at the rude carousals of our barbaric ancestry. He is never 
jovial in his cups, and maudlin sorrow or maniacal rage is the sole result of 
his potations. 

Over all emotion he throws the veil of an iron self-control, originating in a 
peculiar form of pride, and fostered by rigorous* discipline from childhood 
upward. He is trained to conceal passion, and not to subdue it. The inscrut- 
able warrior •is aptly imaged by the hackneyed figure of a volcano covered 
with snow; and no man can say when or where the wild-fire will burst forth. 
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This shallow self-mi^tery serves to give dignity to public deliberation, and 
harmony to social life. Wrangling and quarrel are strangers to an Indian 
dwelling; and while an assembly of the ancient Gauls was garrulous as a con- 
vocation of magpies, a Roman senate might have taken a lesson from the 
grave solemnity of an Indian council. In the midst of his family and friends, 
he hides affections, by nature none of the most tender, under a mask of icy 

coldness; and in the torturing fires of Kis en- 
emy, the haughty sufferer maintains to the 
last his look of grim defiance. 

His intellect is as peculiar as his moral or- 
ganisation. Among all savages, the powers 
of perception preponderate over those of rea- 
son and analysis; but this is more especially 
the case with the Indian. An acute judge of 
character, at least of such parts of it as his 
experience enables him to comprehend; keen 
to a proverb in all exercises of war and the 
chase, he seldom traces effects to their causes, 
or follows out actions to their remote results. 
Though a close observer of external nature, 
he no sooner attempts to account for her phe- 
nomena than he involves himself in the most 
ridiculous absurdities; and quite content with 
these puerilities, he has not the least desire to 
push his inquiries further. His curiosity, 
abundantly active within its own narrow cir- 
cle, is dead to all things else; and to attempt 
rousing it from its torpor is but a bootless 
task. He seldom takes cognis«»nce of general or 
abstract ideas; and his language has scarcely 
the power t9 express them, except through the 
medium of figures drawn from the external world, and often highly picturesque 
and forcible. The absence of reflection makes him grossly improvident, and 
unfits him for pursuing any complicated scheme of war or policy. 

^me races of men seem moulded in wax, soft and melting, at once plastic 
and feeble. Some races, like some metals, combine the greatest flexibility 
with the greatest strength. But the Indian is hewn out of a rock. You can 
rarely change the form without destruction of the substance. Races of inferior 
energy have possessed a power of expansion and assimilation to which he is a 
stranger; and it is this fixed and rigid quality which has proved his ruin. He 
will not learn the arts of civilisation, and he and his forest must perish together. 
The stem, unchanging features of his mind excite our admiration from their 
very immutability; and we look with deep interest on the fate of this irre- 
claimable son of the wilderness, the child who will not be weaned from the 
breast of his rugged mother. And our interest increases when we discern 
in the unhappy wanderer mingled among his vices, the germs of heroic virtues 
— a hand bountiful to bestow as it is rapacious to seize, and even in extremest 
famine, imparting its last morsel to a fellow-sufferer; a heart which, strong 
in friendship as in hate, thinks it not too much to lay down life for its chosen 
comrade; a soul true to its own idea of honour, and burning with an unquench- 
able thirst for greatness and renown. 

The imprisoned |ion in the showman^s cage differs not more^widely from 
the lord of the desert than the beggarly frequenter of frontier garrisons and 
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dramshops differs from the proud denizen of the woods. It is in his native 
wilds alone that the Indian must be seen and studied. 

If, from the shades of rock and forest, the savage features should look too 
grimly forth, it is because the clouds of a tempestuous ^lar have cast upon 
the picture their murky shadows and lurid fires.<“ 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT ON INDIAN WARFARE AND CRUELTY* 

When the whites first landed, the superiority and, above all, the novelty 
of their arms gave them a very great advantage. But the Indians soon liecame 
accustomed to the new-comers’ weapons and style of warfare. By the time 
the English had consolidated the Atlantic colonics under their rule, the Indians 
had become what they have remained ever since, the most formidable savage 
foes ever encountered by colonists of Europc^an stock. 

Their presence has caused the process of settlement to go on at unequal 
rates of speed in different places; the flood has been hemmed in at one point, 
or has been forced to flow round an island of native population at another. 
Had the Indians been as helpless as the native Australians were, the con- 
tinent of North America would have had an altogether different history. It 
would not only have been settled far more rapidly, but also on very different 
lines. Not only have the red men themselves kept back the settlements, 
but they have also had a very great effect upon the outcome of the struggles 
between the different intrusive European peoples. Had the original inhabi- 
tants of the Mississippi valley been as numerous and unwarlike as the Aztecs, 
Soto would have repeated the work of Cortes, and we would very possibly 
have been barred out of the greater portion of our present domain. Had 
it not been for their Indian allies, it would have bc‘en impossible for the French 
to prolong as they did their struggle with their much more numerous English 
neighbours. 

The Indians were superb individual fighters, beautifully drilled in their 
own discipline; and they were favoured beyond measure by the nature of 
their ground, of which their whole system of warfare enabled them to take 
the utmost possible benefit. Much has been written and sung of the advan- 
tages possessed by the mountaineer when striving in his own home against 
invaders from the plains; but these advantages are as nothing when weighed 
with those which make the warlike dweller in forests unconquerable J^y men 
who have not his training. A hardy soldier, accustomed only to war in the 
open, will become a good cragsman in fewer weeks than it will take him years 
to learn to be so much as a fair woodsman; for it is beyond all comparison 
more difficult to attain proficiency in woodcraft than in mountaineering. 

The Wyandots, and the Algonquins who surrounded them, dwelt in a 
region of sunless, tangled forests; and all the wars we waged for the possession 
of the country between the AUeghanies and the Mississippi were carried on in 
the never-ending stretches of gloomy woodland. It was not an open forest. 
The imderbrush grew, dense and rank, between the boles of the tall trees, 
making a cover so thick that it was in many places impenetrable, so thick 
that it nowhere gave a chance for human eye to see even so far as a bow 
could carry. No horse could penetrate it save by following the game 
trails or paths chopped with the axe, and a stranger venturing a hundred 
yards from a beaten road would be so helplessly Iq^t that he could not, except 
by the merest chance, even find his way back to the spot he had just left. 

t 

[> Reproduced by permission. Copyright, 1889, by G. P. Putnam's Sons.] 
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Here afid there it was broken by a rare hillside glade or by a meadow in a 
stream valley; but elsewhere a man might travel for weeks as if in a perpetual 
twilight, never once able to see the sun through the interlacing twigs that 
formed a dark canopy above his head. 

This dense forest was to the Indians a home in which they had lived from 
childhood, and where they were as much at case as a farmer on his own acres. 
To their keen eyes, trained for generations to more than a wild beast's watch- 
fulness, the wilderness was an open book; nothing at rest or in motion escaped 
them. They had begun to track game as soon as they could walk; a scrape 
on a tree trunk, a bruised leaf, a faint indentation of the soil, which the eye 
of no white man could see all told them a tale as plainly as if it had been 
shouted in their ears.‘ With moccasined feet they trod among brittle twigs, 
dried leaves, and dead branches as silently as the cougar, and they equalled 
the great wood-cat in stealtli and far surpassed it in cunning and ferocity. 
They could no more get lost in the trackless wilderness than a civilised man 
could get lost on a highway. 

Moreover, no knight of the Middle Ages was so surely protected by his 
armour as they were by their skill in hiding; the whole forest was to the 
whites one vast ambush, and to them a sure and ever-present shield. Every 
tree trunk was a breastwork ready prepared for battle; every bush, every 
moss-covered boulder, was a defence against assault, from behind which, 
themselves unseen, they watched with fierce derision the movements of their 
clumsy white enemy. Lurking, skulking, travelling with noiseless rapidity, 
they left a trail that only a master in woodcraft could follow, while, on the 
other hand, they could dog a white man’s footsteps as a hound runs a fox. 
Their silence, their cunning and stealth, their terrible prowess and merciless 
cruelty, makes it no figure of speech to call them the tigers of the human race. 

Unlike the southern Indians, the villages of the northwestern tribes were 
usually far from the frontier. Tireless, and careless of all h.ydship, they came 
silently out of unknown forests, robbed and murdered, ancf then disappeared 
again into the fathomless depths of the woods. Half of the terror they caused 
was due to the extreme difficulty of following them, and the absolute impossi- 
bility of forecasting their attacks. Without warning, and unseen until the 
moment they dealt the death stroke, they emerged from the forest fastnesses, 
the horror they caused being heightened no less by the mystery that shrouded 
them than by the dreadful nature of their ravages. Wrapped in a mantle 
of the diiknown, appalling by their craft, their ferocity, their fiendish cruelty, 
they seemed to the white settlers devils and not men; no one could say with 
certainty whence they came nor of what tribe they were; and when they had 
finished their dreadful work they retired into a wilderness that closed over 
their trail as the waves of the ocean close in the wake of a ship. 

lliey were trained to the use of arms from their youth up, and war and 
huntii^ were their two chief occupations, the business as well as the pleasure 
of their lives. They were not as skilful as the white hunters with the rifle * 
— though more so than the average regular soldier — nor could they equal 


* To this day the wild — not the half-tame — Indians remain unequalled as trackers. Even 
amone the old hunters not one white in a hundred can come near them. In my experience I 
have known a very few whites who had spent all their lives in the wilderness who equalled the 
Indian average , but I never met any white who came up to the best Indian. But, because of 
their better ^ootinff, their better nerve, the whites often make the better hunters. 

* It is curious now to this Say the wild Indians retain the same traits. I have seen and 
taken part in many matches between frontiersmen and the Sioux, Cheyennes, Grosventres, and 
Mandans, and the Indians were beaten in almost every one. On the other hlind the Indians 
will stand fatigue, hunger, and privation better, but they seem more susceptible to cold. 
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the fh)ntiersmfm in feats of physical prowess, such as boxing and wrestling ; 
but their superior endurance and the ease with which they stood fatigue ana 
exposure made amends for this. A white might outrun them for ei^t or 
ten miles; but on a long journey they could tire out any man, and any beast 
except a wolf. Like most barbarians tliey were ficlde and inconstant, not to 
be relied on for pishing through a long campaign, and after a great victoiy 
apt to ^ off to their homes, because each man desimd to secure his own plun* 
der ana tell his own tale of glory. They are often spoken of as undisciplined; 
but in reality their discipline in the battle itself was very high. They attacked, 
retreated, rallied, or repelled a charge at the signal of command; and they 
were able to fight in open order in tliick covers without losing touch of each 
other — a feat that no European regiment was then able to perform. 

On their own ground tliey were far more fonnidable than the lx‘st European 
troops. The British grenadiers throughout the eighteenth century showed 
themselves superior, in the actual shock of battle, to any infantiyof con- 
tinental Europe; if they ever met an over-match, it was when pitted against 
the Scotch Highlanders. Yet both grenadier and Highlander, the heroes of 
Minden, the heirs of the glo^ of Marlborough’s campaigns, as well as the 
sinewy soldiers who shared in the charges of Prestonpans and Culloden, 
proved helpless when led against the dark tribesmen of the forest. On th(' 
march they could not be trusted thirty yards from the column without getting 
lost in the woods — the mountain training of the Highlanders apparently 
standing them in no stead whatever — and were only able to get around at 
all when convoyed by backwoodsmen. 

In fight they fared even worse. The British regulars at Braddock’s battle, 
and the Highlanders at Grant’s defeat a few years later, suffered the same fate. 
Both battles were fair fights; neither was a surprise; yet the stubborn valour 
of the red-coated grenadier and the headlong courage of the kilted Scot proved 
of less than no avail. Not only were they utterly routed and destroyed in 
each case by an inferior force of Indians (the French taking little part in the* 
conflict), but they were able to make no effective resistance whatever; it is 
to this day doubtful whether these superb regulars were able, in the battles 
where they were destroyed, to so much as kill one Indian for every hundred of 
their own men who fell. The provincials who were with the regulars were the 
only troops who caused any loss to the foe; and this was true in but a less 
degree of Bouquet’s fight at Bushy Run Here Bouquet, by a clever strata- 
gem, gained the victory over an enemy inferior in numbers to hinw*ff; but 
only after a two days struggle in which he suffered a fourfold greater loss 
than he inflicted.* 

When hemmed in so that they had no hope of escape, the Indians fought 
to the death; but when a way of retreat was open they would not stand 
cutting like British, French, or American regulars, and so, though with a 
nearly equal force, would retire if they were suffering heavily, even if they 
were causing their foes to suffer still more. This was not due to lack of 
courage; it was their system, for they were few in numbers, and they did 
not h^lieve in losing their men,* The Wyandots were exceptions to this 

* Bouquet, like so many of his predecessors and successors, greatly exaggerated the num- 
bers and loss of the Indians in the fight. Smith, who derived his information both from the 
Inmans and from the American rangers, states that but eighteen Indians were killed at Busby 
Kun. 

• Most of the plains Indians feel in the same way at present. I was once hunting with a 
Bioux half 'breed who illustrated the Indian view of the matter in a rather striking way, Mylng: 
“ If there were % dozen of you white hunters and you found six or eight bears in a brush, ana 
you knew you could go in and kill them all, but that in the fight you would certainly lose thioa 
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rule for^with them it was a point of honour not to yield, and so they were of 
all the tiibes the most dangerous in an actual pitched battle/ But making 
the attack, as they usually did, with the expectation of success, all were 
equally dangerous. If their foes were clustered together in a huddle they 
attacked them without hesitation, no matter what the difference in numbers, 
and shot them down as if they had been elk or buffalo, they themselves 
being almost absolutely safe from harm, as they flitted from cover to cover. 
It was this capacity for hiding, or taking advantap of cover, that gave them 
their great superiority; and it is because of this that the wood trills were so 
much more formidable foes in actual battle than the horse Indians of the 
plains afterwards proved themselves. In dense woodland a body of regular 
soldiers are almost as useless against Indians as they would be if at night 
they had to fight foes who could see in the dark; it needs special and long- 

continued training to fit them in any degree 
for wood-fighting against such foes. Out on 
the plains the white hunter’s skill with the 
rifle and his cool resolution give him an im- 
mense advantage; a few detennined men can 
withstand a host of Indians in the open, al- 
though helpless if they meet them in thick 
cover: and our defeats by the Sioux and 
other plains tribes have generally taken the 
form of a small force being overwhelmed by 
a large one. 

Not only were the Indians very terrible 
in battle but they were cruel beyond all be- 
lief in victory; and the gloomy annals of bor- 
der warfare are stained with their darkest 
hues because it was a war in which helpless 
women and children suffered the same hideous 
fate that so often befell their husbands and 
fathers. ''It was a war waged by savages 
A moqui bQUAw against armed settlers, whose families fol- 

lowed them into the wdlderness. Such a war 
is inevitably bloody and cruel; but the inhuman love of cruelty for cruelty’s 
sake,* which marks the red Indian above all other savages, rendered these wars 
more terrible than any others. For the hideous, unnamable, unthinkable tor- 
tures practised by the red men on their captured foes, and on their foes’ ten- 
der women and helpless children, were such as we read of in no other struggle, 
hardly even in the revolting pages that tell the deeds of the Inquisition. It 
was inevitable — indeed it was in many instances proper — that such deeds 
should awake in the breasts of the whites the grimmest, wildest spirit of re- 
venge and hatred. 

The history of the border wars, both in the ways they were begun and in 

or four men yourselves, you wouldn’t go in, would you ? You’d wait until you got a better 
chance, and could kill them without so much risk. Well, Indians feel the same way about 
attacking whites that you would feel about attacking those bears.” 

^ AU the authorities from Smith «« to Harrison ^ are unanimous on this point. 

* Any one who has ever been in an encampment of wild Indians, and has had the misfor- 
tune to witness the delight the children take in torturing little animals, will admit that the 
Indian’s love of cruelty for cruelty’s sake cannot possibly be exaggerated. The young are so 
trained that when old they shall find their keenest pleasure in inflicting pain in its most appal- 
ling form. Among the most brutal white borderers a man would be instantly lynched if he 
practised on any oreatoie the fiendish torture which in an Indian camp aither attracts no 
notice at all, or else excites merely laughter. 
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the ways they were waged, makes a Iona tale of i^uries inflicted, suffered, 
and mercilessly revenged. It could not t>e otherwise when brutal, reckless, 
lawless borderers, despising all men not of their own colour, were thrown in 
contact with savages who esteemed cruelty and treachery as the hipest of 
virtues, and rapine and murder as the worthiest of pursuits. Moieover, it 
was sadly inevitable that the law-abidmg borderer as well as the white ruflian, 
the peaceful Indian as well as the painted marauder, should he plung^ into 
the struggle to suffer the punishment that should only have fallen on their 
evil-minded fellows. 

Looking back, it is easy to say that much of the wrongdoing coultl have 
been prevented; but if we examine the facts to find out the truth, not to 
establish a theory, we are bound to admit that the struggle was really one that 
could not possibly have been avoided. The sentimental historians speak as 
if the blame had been all ours, and the wrong all done to our foes, and as if it 
would have been possible by any exercise of wisdom to reconcile claims that 
were in their very essence conflicting; but their utterances are as shallow as 
tliey are untruthful. 

Unless we were willing that the whole continent west of the Alleghanies 
should remain an unpeopled waste, the hunting-ground of savages, war was 
inevitable; and even had we been willhig, and had we refrainefl from encroach- 
ing on the Indians’ lands, the war would have come nevertheless, for then 
the Indians themselves would have encroached on ours. Undoubtedly we 
have wronged many tribes; but equally undoubtedly our first definite knowl- 
edge of many others has been derived from their unprovoked outrages upon our 
people. The Chippewas [Ojibwas], Ottawas, and Pottawottoinies furnished 
hundreds of young warriors to the parties that devastated our frontiers genera- 
tions before we in any way encroached u})on or wronged them. 

The excesses so often committed by the whites when, after many checks 
and failures, they at last grasped victory, are causes for shame and regret; 
yet it is only fair to keep in mind the terrible provocations they had endured. 
Mercy, pity, magnanimity to the •fallen, could not be expected from the 
frontiersmen gathered together to war against an Indian tribe. Almost 
every man of such a band had bitter personal wrongs to avenge. Ho was 
not taking part in a war against a civilised foe; he was fighting in a contest 
where women and children suffered the fate of the strong men, and instead 
of enthusiasm for his coimtry’s flag and a general national animosity totcards 
its enemies, he was actuated by a furious flame of hot anger, and was goaded 
on by memories of which merely to think was madness. His friends had been 
treacherously slain while on messages of peace; his house had be(*n burned, 
his cattle driven off, and all he had in the world d(^stroyed before he knew 
that war existed and when he felt quite guiltless of all offence; his sweetheart 
or wife had been carried off, ravished, and was at the moment the slave and 
concubine of some dirty and brutal Indian warrior; his son, the stay of his 
house, had been burned at the stake with torments too horrible to mention * ; 
his sister, when ransomed and returned to him, had told of the weary journey 
through the woods, when she carried around her neck as a horrible necklace 

* The expression “too horrible to mention” is to be taken literally, not figuratively. It 
applies equally to the fate that has befallen every ivhite man or woman who has fallen Into the 
power of hostile plains Indianw during the last ten or fifteen years [from 1889 ^ The nature 
of the wild Indian has not changed. Not one man in a hundred, and not a single woman, 
escapes torments which a civilised man cannot look another in the face and so much as speak 
of. Impalement •n charred stakes, finger«nails split off backwards, finger-joints chewed olL 
eyes burned out— these tortures can be mentioned, but there are others equally normal and 
customary which cannot even be hinted at, especially when women are the victims. 

B. W. — VOL. XXII. 2k 
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the fibodv scalps of her husband and children; seared into his eyeballs, into 
his very brain, he bore ever with him, waking or sleeping the sight of the 
skinned, mutilated, hideous body of the baby Tmo had just grown old enough 
to recomise him and to crow and laugh when taken in his arms. 

Such incidents as these were not exceptional; one or more, and often 
all of them, were the invariable attendants of every one of the countless Indian 
inroads that took place during the long generations of forest warfare. It 
was small wonder that men who had thus lost everything should sometimes 
be fairly crazed by their wrongs. Again and again on the frontier we hear 
of some such unfortunate who has devoted all the remainder of his wretched 
life to the one object of taking vengeance on the- whole race of the men who 
had darkened his days forever. Too often the squaws and pappooses fell 
victims of the vengeance that should have come only on the warriors; for 
the whites regarded their foes as beasts rather than men, and knew that the 
squaws were more cruel than others in torturing the prisoner, and that the 
very children took their full part therein, being held up by their fathers to 
tomahawk the dying victims at the stake. 

Thus it is that there are so many dark and bloody pages in the book of 
border warfare, that grim and iron-bound volume, wherein we read how our 
forefathers won the wide lands that we inherit. It contains many a tale of 
fierce heroism and adventurous ambition, of the daring and resolute courage of 
men and the patient endurance of women; it shows us a stem race of freemen 
who toiled hard, endured greatly, and fronted adversity bravely, who prized 
strength and courage and good faith, whose wives were chaste, who were 
generous and loyal to their friends. But it shows us also how they spurned 
at restramt and fretted under it, how they would brook no wrong to them- 
selves, and yet too often inflicted wrong on others; their feats of terrible 
prowess are interspersed with deeds of the foulest and most wanton aggression, 
the darkest treachery, the most revolting cruelty; and though we meet with 
plenty of the rough, strong coarse virtues, we see but little of such qualities 
as mercy for the fallen, the weak, and tke helpless, or pity for a gallant and 
vanquished foe.^ 





CHAPTER IV 
THE FIRHT COLONIES 

It was Mcnendez wlio crushed French Protostantjsm in America To plant 
reliffious freedom on this western soil was not the mission of Frame It was 
for her to rear in northern forests the banner of absolutism and of Honu , 
while among the rocks of Massachuw tt*', England and Calvin fronted her in 
dogged opposition. Long bi fore the W( crusted ])iius of PI j mouth hud 
listened to iho rugged psalmod> of the Puritan, the Holitudis of wistirn Ni w 
Itork and the stern wilderness of Lake Huron were trodden b> the iron heil 
of the soldi* r and the sandalled foofeof tho Framisean friar France was the 
true pumeer of tlu Great West They who boro the flour do lis wt re always 
in the van, patient, daring, mdomitablo And foremost on this bright roll of 
forest chivalry stands the half forgotten name of b^amuel do Champlain — 

FiiANCifi Parkman b 

It has seemed clearest and most logical to trace the story of Amrt-ioan 
discovery from the beginning to the end, and to describe tlie natives by whom 
the land was pre-empted, before taking up the process of colonisation But 
it must not be concluded that the colonists waited patiently until the dis- 
coverers had, by long groping, made out definitely the shape of the mysterious 
new world On the contrary the colonists trod zealously on the very heels 
of the explorers; often the two classes wore combined in one expedition. 

The first colonies, as we have seen, were those planti'd by the Norsemen 
in Greenland. They have disappeared as completely as some of the later 
efforts — that which Raleigh planted on Roanoke Island, for example, and 
which was swallowed into oblivion as into a quicksand. The mistakes of the 
early colonists were as numerous as their excesses. For both they often 
made the atonement of vast hardship and death. Gold was, as ever, the first 
cry, and it rolled up its usual security of murder and crime. Agriculture, as 
always, was despised at first, and then became th^ chief reliance, the true 
mine of wealth. In the beginning, the colonists fought with nature, and the 
natives, and then they fell upon one another. Then they banded together to 
fight their mother countries, and we behold the thirteen colonies at war with 
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FrandiB, then with England; the South and Central Americans and the Island 
peoples shaking off the yokes of Spain and of France, and the great empire of 
Brazil overawing the mother monarchy of Portugal. Finally, we shall see 
the descendants of the colonists issuing a uew bull of demarcation, called the 
Monroe Doctrine, and forbidding the European countries that settled the 
New World, to interfere further in its destinies or to hope for any future 
accession. 

In the colonisation of America religion appears everywhere, now as the 
inspiration of unbounded heroism, endurance, and justice, now as the tech- 
nical excuse for unlimited duplicity, ravage, and murder. It was ‘^for the 
good of the Catholic cause ” that Columbus and others advocated the enslaving 
and slaughter of the heathen; it was '^for the good of the Catholic cause” 
that Las Casas advocated liberty, gentleness, and the importance of setting 
the unconverted a good example. It was “for the sake of Calvinism” that 
De Gourgues hanged the Spaniards left by Menendez. It was religious example 
that led the Puritans to forsake England for Holland, then Holland for 
America, and in the new home of religious liberty, to banish dissenters and to 
inflict heathenish cruelties upon the Quakers who had left the same country 
for the same religious liberty. It was religion that warmed them in the bleak 
wilderness; and upheld them through pestilence, starvation, and the dread 
of the stealthy and ghostly Indian enemy. 

Of almost equal sustaining and enspiriting power has been the lust for 
wealth. In the creed of the early explorers God and gold were closely brack- 
eted. No pilgrimage for a religious end has over been more superbly achieved 
in the face of greater hardships than the march of Coronado; yet he frankly 
hunted only the seven golden cities of Cibola. 

In the exploration of America, gold and the spices of India were the 
wills-o’-the-wisp that drew the unwilling victim through marsh and thicket 
and morass. The Si)anish and the English made gol^ their first ambition. 
Consequently there was little but failure for their first efforts. The glory of 
the first successful, as of the first well-intentioned, colonisation belongs to the 
French, both Huguenot and Catholic. They had their failures as well as the 
others, but they came to cultivate and invest, to found a home. They treated 
the Indian neither with the mercilessness nor the condescension of the Span- 
iards and the English. The French and the Indians in general lived very 
amicably together, and intennarriage was the common thing. In consequence 
the French were the first to reach a modus vivendi, and easily made the Indians 
allies in their contests with the English. Yet by the irony of history, French 
institutions have had far less influence in the New World than cither English, 
or Spanish, or even Dutch. 

This chapter, devoted to early experiments in colonisation, shows how 
untrustworthy is ground that the prophet must always stand on unless he 
waits till after the event; for it shows the English and the Spanish failing and 
the French succeeding dramatically with picturesque ease. Before taking up 
these colonies let us ^ance at the nature of the territory they sought to make 
their own.® 

R. G. THWAITES^ ON THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF NORTH AMERICA 

North America coul(i not, in a primitive st^e of the mechanic arts, have 
been developed by colonisation on any considerable scale ^from the west, 

p Repiodaced by permiBslon. Copyright, 1897, by Longmans, Green, & Co.] 
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except in tbe face of difficulties almost insuperable. The Pacific coast of the 
country is dangerous to approach; steep precipices frequently come down to 
the shore, and the land everywhere rises rapidly from the sea, until not far 
inland the broad and i^jghty wall of the Condilleran mountain system extends 
from north to south. Ibat formidable barrier was not scaled by civilised 
men until modern times, when European settlement had already reached the 
Mississippi from the east, and science had stepped in to assist the explorers. 
At San Diego and San Francisco are the only natural harbours, although Puget 
Sound can be entered from the extreme north, and skilful improvements have 
in our day made a good harbour at the mouth of Columbia river. The rivers 
of the Pacific slope for the most part come noisily tumbling down to the sea 
over great cliffs and through deep chasms, and cannot be utilised for progress 
far into the interior. 

The Atlantic seaboard, upon the other hand, is broad and inviting. The 
Appalachian range lies for the most part nearly a hundred miles inland. The 
gently sloping coast abounds in indentations — safe harbours and generous 
land-locked bays, into which flow numerous rivers of considerable breadth and 
depth, by means of which the land can be explored for long distances from 
tide-water. By ascending the St. Lawrence and the chain of the Great Lakes, 
the interior of the continent is readily reached. Dragging his craft over any 
one of a half-dozen easy portages in Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, or Ohio, the 
canoe traveller can emerge into the Mississippi basin, by means of whose far- 
stretching waters he is enabled to explore the heart of the New World, from 
the Alleghanies to the Rockies, from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. 
A carrying trail, at the headwaters of the Missouri, will lead him over to tribu- 
taries of the Columbia, whereby he gains access to the Pacific &loix‘; while by 
another portage of a few miles in length, from Pigeon river to Rainy river, ho 
is given command of the vast basin of Hudson Bay — a labyrinth of water- 
ways extending northward to the Arctic Ocean, and connected by still other 
portages with the Pacific. The Hudson river and lakes George and Cham- 
plain form a natural highway from t^he St. Lawrence southward to the ocean. 
By the Mohawk and a short carrying-place, the Hudson was from early times 
connected with the Great Lakes. The Potomac, the Susquehanna, the Roa- 
noke, and other southern rivers can be traced northwestward to their sources 
in the mountains: and hard by are the headw^aters of west-flowing feeders of 
the Mississippi. The Appalachian mountains run for the most part in parallel 
ridges northeast and southwest; and their valley system, opening out through 
the Cumberland gap upon the Kentucky prairies and the valleys of the Ohio 
basin, also affords a comparatively easy highway from the Atlantic sea coast 
to the interior. 

Thus with the entrance of North America facing the east, and with Europe 
lying but little more than one half the distance from Boston that Asia lies from 
San Francisco, it was in the order of things that from the east should have 
come the people who were to settle and civilise the New World. Colonists 
could on this side of the continent found new commonwealths, yet at the same 
time easily maintain their comiection with the fatherland. The march of 
Aryan emigration has ever been on lines little diverging from due east or 
west. It is fortunate that the geographical conditions of North America were 
such as to make her an inviting field for the further migration of the race. 

The Atlantic border may be considered as the threshold of the continent. 
It was among its dense, gloomy forests of hard wood and pine that European 
nations planted their colonies; here those colonies grew into states, which were 
the nucleus of the American Union. The Appalachians are not high enough 
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seriotiBly to affect the climate or landscape of the region. Their flanks slope 
graduafly down to the sea, furrowed by rivers which from the first gave char- 
acter to the colonies. In New England, where there is an abundance of good 
harbours, the coast is narrow and the streams are short and rapid, with 
stretches of navigable water between the waterfalls which turn the wheels of 
industry for a busy, ingenious, and thrifty people. The long, broad rivers of 
the south, flowing lazily through a wide base-plain, the coast of which fur- 
nishes but little safe anchorage, served as avenues of traffic for the large, 
isolated colonial estates strung along their banks; the autocratic planters tak- 
ing pleasure m having ports of entry at their doors. The Hudson and the 
Potomac lead far inland — paths to the waterways of the interior — and 
divide the Atlantic slope into three grand natural divisions, the New England, 
the Middle, and the Southern, in which grew up distinct groups of colonies, 
having quite a different origin, and for a time but few interests in common. 
The Appalachian mountains and their foot-hills abound in many places in 
iron and coal; works for the smelting of the former were erected near James- 
town, Virginia, as early as 1620, and early in the eighteenth century the 
industry began to be of considerable importance in parts of New England, 
New York, and New Jersey; but the mining of anthracite coal was not com- 
menced until 1820. The soil of the Atlantic border varies greatly, being much 
less fertile in the north than in the south; but nearly everywhere it yields 
good returns for a proper expenditure of labour. The climate is subject to 
frequent and extreme changes. At about 30° latitude the mean temperature 
is similar to that on the opposite side of the Atlantic; but farther north the 
American climate, owing to the divergence of the Gulf Stream and the influence 
of the great continent to the west, is much colder than at corresponding points 
in Europe. The rainfall along the coast is cvor 3 rwhere sufficient. 

Beyond the Appalachian mountain wall, the once heavily forested land 
dips gently to the Mississippi; then the land rises agai^, in a long, treeless 
swell, up to the foot of the giant and picturesque Cordilleras. The isothermal 
lines in this great central basin are nearly identical with those of the Atlantic 
coast. The soil east of the 105th meridian west from Greenwich is generally 
rich, sometimes extremely fertile; and it is now agreed that nearly all the vast 
arid plains to the west of that meridian, formerly set down as desert, need 
only irrigation to blossom as the rose. The Pacific slope, narrow and abrupt, 
abounds in fertile, pent-up valleys, with some of the finest scenery on th(‘ 
continent and a climate everywhere nearly equal at the same elevation; the 
isothermal lines here run north and south, the lofty mountain range materially 
influencing both climate and vegetation. 

There is no fairer land for the building of a great nation. The region 
occupied by the United States is particularly available for such a purpose. It 
offers a wide range of diversity in climate and products, yet is traversed by 
noble rivers which intimately connect the north with the south, and have been 
made to bind the east with the west. It possesses in the Mississippi basin vast 
plains unsurpassed for health, fertility, and the capacity to support an enor- 
mous population, yet easily defended; for the great outlying mountain ranges, 
while readily penetrated by bands of adventurous pioneers, and though 
climbed by railway trains, might easily be made serious obstacles to invading 
armies. The natural resources of North America are apparently exhaustless; 
the United States comii.ands nearly every North American seaport on both 
oceans, and withal is so isolated that there appears to be no necessity for 
'"entangling alliances” with transatlantic powers. The United States seems 
permitted by nature to work out her own destiny unhampered by foreign 
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influence, secure in her position, rich in capabilities. Her land is doubtless 
destined to become the greatest stronghold of the Aryan race.<^ 

H. H. BANCROFT ‘ ON SPANISH ADMINISTRATION : THE RBPARTIMIENTO SYSTEM 

We have seen how it had been first of all agreed that Columbus should be 
sole ruler, under the crown, of such lands and seas as he might discover for 
Spain. We have seen how, under that rule, disruption and rSellion followed 
at the heels of mismanagement, until the restless colonists made EspaFlola 
[Hispaniola] an angustiarum insula to the worthy admiral, and until their 
majesties thought they saw in it decent excuse for taking the reins from the 
Genoese, and supplanting him by agents of their own choosing. 

The first of these ^ents was Juan Aguado, who was merely a commis- 
sioner of inquiry. With him, it will be remembered, Columbus returned to 
Spain after his second voyage, leaving his brother Bartholomew in command. 
The admiral was permitted to try again; but on reaching the seat of his gov- 
ernment he was unable to quiet the disturbances which had increased during 
his absence. Rebellion had almost reached the dignity of revolution. After 
another fair trial Columbus was obliged to give it up, and to see himself dis- 
placed by a person far worse than himself. Perhaps it is true that a knave 
was better for the office than an honest man. 

Not that Francisco de Bobadilla may be lawfully accused of dishonesty, 
the sovereigns seemed competent to take care of themselves where their rev- 
enue was concerned. And yet he was certainly influenced in his conduct by 
no sense of right or of humanity. He was popular for a time with the colonists 
because he was like them, and l)ecause he reduced the royal share of the pro- 
duct of the mines from a third to an eleventh, and permitted the dissolute to 
idle their time and illtrcat the natives; and because he released those whom 
the admiral had imprisoned, and compelled Columbus to pay his debts, for 
which last-mentioned measures w^e have no fault to find with him. 

The enchaining of the illustrious discoverer by an infamous agent, and for 
no crime, excited universal disgust throughout Chiistendom; and yet their 
majesties seemed in no haste to depose him, for it was not until the 3rd of 
September, 1501, in answer to the persistent remonstrances of Columbus that 
a change was made, and the government given to Nicolas de Ovando. 

Ample instructions, both written and verbal, were given him before sailing. 
The natives should be converted, but their bodies should not be ensllived or 
inhumanly treated. They must pay tribute, and gather gold, but for the 
latter they should be paid wages. Neither Jews nor Moors might go to the In- 
dies, but negro slaves, born into the possession of Christians, w’ere to be 
permitted passage. Columbus might always keep there an agent to collect 
his dues, and he was to be treated with consideration The idle and profligate 
were to be returned to Spain. Except the provinces given to Ojeda and 
Pinzon, Ovando’s jurisdiction was made to extend over dl the Indies, that is 
to say, over all the New World dominions of Spain, islands and firm land, with 
the capital at Santo Domingo, and subordinate or municipal governments in 
the more important localities. 

There were no less than thirty ships and twenty-five hundred persons com- 
prising the expedition. There were seventy-three respectable married woiMn, 
who had come with their husbands and children, ^d who were to salt society 
at their several points of distribution. It was evident as the new governor 


Reproduced bj permission. Copyright, 1882, by Hubert H. Bancroft.] 



5S0 


THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 


[1501 AJ>.] 

entered his capital, elegantly attired, with a bodyguard of sixty-two foot 
soldiers and ten horsemen, and a large and brilliant retinue, that the colonisa- 
tion of the New World had now been assumed in earnest by the sovereigns of 
Spain. Nor was Ovando disposed to be dilatory in his duty. He at once 
announced the residencia ' of Bobadilla, and put Koldan, cidevant rebel, and 
later chief judge, under arrest. He built in Hispaniola several towns to which 
arms and other privileges were given, founded a hospital, removed Santo 
Domingo to a more healthful site on the other side of the river, and established 
a colony at Puerto de Plata, on the north side of Hispaniola, near Isabella. 

Distant eight leagues from Santo Domingo were the mines where the 
twenty-five hundred thought immediately to enrich themselves. For several 
days after landing the road was alive with eager gold hunters drawn from all 
classes of the community; cavalier, hidalgo, and labourer, priest and artisan, 
honest men and villains, whose cupidity had been fired by the display of 
precious metal lately gathered, and who were now hurrying forward with 
hard breath and anxious eyes under their bundle of necessities. But there 
was no happy fortune in store for these new-comers. The story then new 
has been oft repeated since: expecting to fill their sacks quickly and with 
ease, and finding that a very little gold was to be obtained only by very great 
labour, they were soon on their way back to the city, where many of them fell 
into poverty, half of them dying of fever. 

Poor fools! they did not know; their countrymen, those that were left 
from former attempts, did not tell them, though Roldan’s men, Bobadilla’s 
men, knew well enough, and in truth the remnant of Ovando’s men were not 
slow to learn, that the wise man, the wise and villainous man from Spain, did 
not work or die for gold, or for anything else, when there were unbelievers 
that might be pricked to it by the sword. 

During this earliest period of Spanish domination in America, under suc- 
cessive viceroys and subordinate rulers, by far the most important matter 
which arose for consideration or action was the treatment of the aborigines. 

The sovereigns of Spain now found themselves called upon to rule two 
races in the New World, the while and the fed. It was natural and right that 
Spaniards should be masters in America. Their claim was twofold; as dis- 
coverers, and as propagandists. But in just what category to place the red 
man was a question almost as puzzling as to tell who he was, and whence ho 
came. Several times the doctors sat to determine whether he had a soul, or 
a semAoul, and whether the liquid so freely let by the conquerors was brute 
blood, or of as high proof as that which Christ shed on Calvary. The savages 
were to be governed, of course; but how, as subjects or as slaves? Columbus 
was strongly in favour of Indian slavery. He had participated in the Portu- 
guese slave trade, and had found it profitable. Spaniards enslaved infidels, 
and why not heathens? Mahometans enslaved Christians, and Christians 
Mahometans. Likewise Christians enslaved Christians, white as well as black, 
though it began to be questioned m Spain whether it was quite proper to en- 
slave white Christians. 

The negro slave trade was at this time comparatively a new thing. It 

* Residencia was the examination or account taken of the official acts of an executive or 
judicial officer, dunng the term of his residence withm the province of his jurisdiction, and 
iNdiile in the exercise of the functions of his office. This was done at the expiration of the term 
of office, or at stated periods, or ^ case of malefeasance at any time The person making the 
examination was appointed by tne king, or in New World affairs by the Uonaejo de Indtaa, 
or by a viceroy, ana was callM ayues ae rendeneia. Before this judge, withm a given time, 
ai^ one might appear and make complaint, and offer evidence against the retirihg or suspended 
official, who nd^t refute and rebut as in an ordinary tribunal. 



THE FIRST COLONIES 


0ST 


risoiA.i>.] 

was one of the proximate results of fifteenth century maritime discovery. 
The Portuguese were foremost in it, organising for the purpose a company at 
Lagos, and a factory at A^in, about the middle of the century, Pnnce 
Henry receiving his fifth. Europe, however, offered no profitable field for 
African slave labour, and but for the discovery of America the traffic probably 
never would have assumed large proportions. Public sentiment was not in 
those days averse to slavery, particularly to the enslavement of the children 
of Ham. And yet neither Isabella nor Ferdinand was at all disposed in regard 
to their New World possessions, to follow the example of Portugal on the coast 
of Africa. ^ They did not want these creatures in Spain, they had no use for 
them. In ’regard to the ancient custom of enslaving prisoners of war, par- 
ticularly the detested and chronically ho«»tile Moors, it was different. This 
New World had been given them for a higher purpose. Its natives were not 
the enemies of Spain; they were innocent of any offence against Spain. It 
was better, it was more glorious, there was higher and surer reward in it, to 
Christianise than to enslave. This the clergy constantly urged; so that in 
Spain the passion for propagandism was greater than the passion for enslaving. 

Meanwhile Columbus launched boldly forth in the old way, not only mak- 
ing slaves of cannibals but of prisoners of war; and whenever slaves were 
needed, a pretence for war was not long wanting. Thereupon, with another 
shipment, the admiral grows jubilant, and swears by the holy Trinity that he 
can send to Spain as many slaves as can be sold, four thousand if necessary 
and enters upon the details of capture, carriage, sale, and return cargoes of 
goods, with all the enthusiasm of a sometime profitable experience in the 
business. Further than this he permits enforced labour where there had been 
failure to pay tribute, and finally gives to every one who comes an Indian for a 
slave. 

Then the monarchs were angry. What authority from me has the admi- 
ral to give to any one ray vassals!” exclaimed the queen. All who had thus 
been stolen from home and country, among whom were pregnant women and 
babes newly born, were ordered to be returned. And from that moment the 
sovereigns of Spain were the friends of the Indians. Not Isabella alone, but 
Ferdinand, Charles, and Philip, and their successors for two hundred years, 
with scarcely an exceptional instance, stood manfully for the rights of the 
savages — always subordinate and determinately intcTposing their royal 
authority between the persistent wrong-doing of their Spanish Rubject|i, and 
their defenceless subjects of the New World. Likewise the Catholic church is 
entitled to the highest praise for her influence in the direction of humanity, 
and for the unwearied efforts of her ministers in guarding from cruelty and 
injustice these poor creatures. Here and there we shall find a priest so fired 
by his fanaticism as to outdo a Pizarro in bloody-mindedncss, and we shall 
find church men and church measures standing in the way of truth, liberty, 
intelligence; but though Spanish priests, like the Spanish adventurers, carried 
away by passion or a spirit of proselytism, committed much folly and un- 
righteousness, they also did great good. 

After the first invasions, in various quarters, aggressive warfare on the 
natives, even on obdurate heathen nations, was prohibited. In the extension 
of dominion that followed, the very word ^'conquest” was forbidden to be 
employed, even though it were a conquest gained by fighting, and the milder 
term ** pacification” was substituted. Likewise, after the first great land 
robberies had been committed, side by side with the minor seizures was in 
practice the j;egulation that enough of the ancient teiritory should be left 
each native conununity to support it comfortably in a fixed residence. Such 
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wer^-the wishes of crown and clergy; for which both strove steadily though 
unsuccessfully until the object of their solicitude crumbled into earth. 

For the soldier, the sailor, the cavalier, the vagabond, the governor, and 
all their subordinates and associates, all the New World rabble from viceroy 
to menial willed it othervvuse. However omnipotent in Spain, there were 
some things in America that the sovereigns and their confessors could not do. 
They could not control the bad passions of their subjects when beyond the 
reach of rope and dungeon. The fact is that for every outrage by a subject 
in the far away Indies, there were ten, each of magnitude tenfold for evil, 
committed by the sovereigns in Spain ; so that it was by no means wonderful 
that the Spaniards determined here to practise a little fiendishness tor their 
own gratification, even though their preceptors did oppose wickedness which 
by reason of their absence they themselves could not enjoy. 

Though the monarchs protested earnestly, honestly, and at the length of 
centuries, their subjects went their way and executed their will with the 
natives. Were we to tell a tenth of the atrocities perpetrated by Christian 
civilisation on the natives of America, we could tell nothing else. The cata- 
logue of European crime, Spanish, English, French, is as long as it is revolting. 

Passing the crimes ot Columbus and Bobadilla, the sins of the two being, 
for biographical effect, usually placed upon the latter, let us look at the con- 
duct of Ovando who, as Sjmnish provincial rulers went in those days, was 
an average man. lie ruled with vigour: and as if to offset his strict dealings 
with offending Spaniards, unoffending Indians were treated with treachery 
and merciless brutality. Rumour reaching him that Anacaona, queen of 
Jaragua, meditated revolt, he marched thither at the head of two hundred 
foot soldiers and seventy horsemen. The queen came out to meet him, and 
escorted him with music and dancing to the great banqueting hall, and enter- 
tained him there for several days. Still assured by evil t ongues that his hostess 
intended treachery, he determined to forestall her. On a Sunday afternoon, 
while a tilting match was in progress, Ovando gave the sl^ial. He raised his 
hand and touched his Alcantara cross — a badge of honour it was called, 
which, had it been real, should have shrivelled the hand that for such a purpose 
touched it. On the instant Anacaona and her caciques were seized and a mock 
trial given them; after which the queen was hanged, the caciques tortured 
and burned, and the people of the province, men, women, and children ruth- 
lessly^and indiscriminately butchered. Those who escaped the massacre were 
afterwards enslaved. For intelligence, grace, and beauty Anacaona was the 
Isabella of the Indies, and there was no valid proof that she meditated the 
slightest injury to the Spaniards. 

The natives of Saona and Higuey, in revenge for the death of a chief torn 
in pieces by a Spanish bloodhound, rose to arms, and slew a boat’s crew of 
eight Spaniards. Juan de Esquivel with four hundred men was sent against 
them and the usual indiscriminate hanging and burning followed. It is 
stated that over six hundred were slaughtered at one time in one house. A 
peace was conquered, a fort built; fresh outrages provoked a fresh outbreak; 
and the horrors of the extermination that followed Las Casas ^ confessed him- 
self unable to describe. A passion arose for mutilation, and for prolonging 
agony by new inventions for refining cruelty. And the irony of Christianity 
was reached when thirteen men were hanged side by side in honour of Christ 
and his apostles. Cotub^o, the last of the five native kings of Hispaniola, was 
taken to Santo Domingo, and hanged by order of Ovancm. In Higuey were 
then formed two settlements, Salvaleon and Santa Cruz. * 

To take Hie places in the Spanish service of the Indians thus slain in 
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Hispaniola, forty thousand natives of the Lucayas Islands were enticed thither 
upon the pretext of the cantors that they were the Indians’ de^ ancestors 
come from heaven to take tneir loved ones back with them. Hispaniola was 
indeed their shortest way to heaven, though not the way they had been led to 
suppose. When tidings of Ovando’s doings reached Spain, notably of his 
treatment of Anacaona, Queen Isabella was on her death bed; but raising her- 
self as best she was able, she exclaimed to the president of the council, “I will 
have you take of him such a residencia as was never taken.” 

The -colonists clamoured, and the crown was at a loss what to do In her 
dilemma there is no wonder the queen ap|)earpd to cciuivocate; but when in 
December, 1503, she permitted Ovando to use force in bringing the natives to 
a sense of their duty, though they must be paid fair wages anil miule to work 
*^as free persons, for so they are,” she committed a fatal error. The least 
latitude was sure to be abused. Under royal permission of 1501, a few negro 
slaves from time to time were taken to the Indies. Las Casas urged the 
extension of this traffic in order to save the Indians. Ovando complained 
that the negroes fled and hid themselves among the natives, ovit whom they 
exercised an unwholesome influence; nevertheless in September, 1505, we 
find the king sending over more African slaves to w^ork in the mines, this tune 
about one hundred. From 1517, when importations from the Portuguese 
establishments on the Guinea coast were authorised by Charles V, the traffic 
increased, and under the English, particularly, assumed enormous proportions 
This unhappy confusion of races led to a negro insurrection at Hispaniola in 
1522. 

We come now to some of the results of the temporising f)olicy of Spain — 
always a bad one when the subject is beyond the reach of t he ruling arm — 
in regard to the Indians. For out of a desire to avoid the odium of Indian 
slavery, and yet secure the benefits thereof, grew a system of si'ivitude em- 
bodying all the worst features of absolute bondage, with none of its mitiga- 
tions. It will be remembered that during his second voyage Columbus made 
war on the natives of Hispaniola, and after sending some as slaves to 8pain, 
imposed a tribute on the rest; on some a bell-measure of gold, and on others 
an arroba (25 pounds) of cotton, every three months. So severe was this tax 
that many could not meet it, and in 1496 service w^as accepted in place of 
tribute. This was the beginning in the New World of the reparlimienfo 
C distribution ” ), or as it shortly afterward became, the encoim^pda (“a 
giving in charge ”), system, under which the natives of a conquered country 
were divided among the conquerors, recommended to their care, and made 
tributary to them. 

The theory was that the Indians were the vassals of vSpain, no more to be 
imposed upon than other Spanish subjects. The sovereigns wishing to stim- 
ulate discovery, pacification, and settlement, were willing to waive their 
right to the tribute due the crown in favour of enterprising and meritorious 
persons, who had taken upon themselves hardships incident to life in a new 
country. At first in certain instances, but later to an extent which became 
general, they settled this tribute upon worthy individuals among the con- 
querors and colonists and their descendants, on condition that those who thus 
directly received a portion of the royal revenue should act the part of royalty 
to the people placed temporarily in their care. They were to be as a sovereign 
lord and father, and not as a merciless or unjusktaskm^ter. They were to 
teach their wards the arts of civilisation, instruct them in the Christian doc- 
trine, watcl^over and guide and guard them, and never to restrict them^ in the 
use of their liberties, nor impose burdens on them, nor in any way to injure or 



MO THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 

[1497-1602 

permit 4njuiy to befall them. And for this protection they were neither to 
demand nor receive more than the l^al tribute fixed by the royal officers, and 
always such as the natives could without distress or discomfort pay. What 
the system was in practice we shall have ample opportunity of judging as we 
proceed. 

First, repartimientos of lands were authorised by the sovereigns. This was 
in 1497, and nothing was then said about the natives. But after dividing the 
land it was but a step to the dividing of the inhabitants. With the shipment 
of six hundred slaves in 1498, and an offer to their majesties of as many more 
as they could find sale for, Columbus wrote asking permission to enforce the 
services of the natives until settlement should be fairly begun, say for a year 
or two; but without waiting for a reply he at once began the practice, which 
introduced a new feature into repartimientos. Then to all who chose to take 
them, to Roldan and his followers, to the worst characters on the island, 
among whom were the late occupants of Spanish prisons, the vilest of human- 
kind, was given absolute dominion over these helpless and innocent creatures. 
Having paid nothing for them, having no pecuniary interest in them, they had 
no object in caring whether they were fed or starved, whether they lived or 
died, for if they died there were more at hand upon the original terms. 

Under Bobadilla the infamy assumed bolder proportions. BobadiUa not 
only permitted the exaction froin the natives of mining and farming labour, 
but all restrictions were laid aside, and from working their own soil they 
became mere labour gangs to be driven anywhere. Before sailing for the New 
World, Ovando had been charged by the sovereigns with the exercise of 
extreme moderation in levying tributes and making repartimientos. Those 
who came with him not only failed in mining, but neglected to plant, as did 
likewise the natives, thinking thereby the quicker to rid themselves of the 
invaders. Hence famine, engendering new diseases, was at hand for both 
white and red. Then the Indians were systematically p^celled among the 
Spaniards to one fifty, to another one hundred, and the repanimiento unfolded 
into the encomienda. 

A steadily growing character, impressing itself more and more upon the 
affairs of the Indies as time went by, was that of Bartolom6 de las Casas. 
Bom at Seville, in 1474, he conned his humanities at Salamanca, making little 
stir among the Gamaliels there, but taking the bachelor’s degree in his eigh- 
teenth ;year. After a residence of about eight years in the Indies, having 
come with Ovando in 1502, he was admitted to priestly orders, from which 
time he takes his place in history. He was a man of very pronounced tem- 
perament and faculties, as much man of business as ecclesiastic, but more 
philanthropist than either; possessed of a burning enthusiasm, when once the 
fire of his conviction was fairly kindled, he gave rest neither to himself nor to 
his enemies. For every evil-minded man who came thither was his enemy, 
between whom and himself was a death-struggle. The Apostle of the Indies 
he was sometimes called, and the mission he took upon himself was to stand 
between the naked natives and their steel-clad tormentors. In this work he 
was ardent, ofttimes imprudent, always eloquent and truthful, and as impu- 
dently bold and brazen as any cavalier among them all. Nor was he by any 
means a discontented man. He sought nothing for himself; he had nothing 
that man could take from him except life, upon which he set no value, or 
except some of its comfortij, which were too poor at best to trouble himself 
about. His cause, which was the right, gave breadth and volume to his 
boldness, beside which the courage of the hare-brained babbler ms sounding 
brass.« 
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AN EYE-WITNESS* ACC?OUNT OF SPANISH CRUELTIEB TO THE NATIVES 

(las CASAS) ^ 

These people are naturally simple, they know not what belongs to policy 
and address, to trick and artifice; but are very obedient and faithful to their 
rightful governors: They are humble, patient, and submissive, even to the 
Spaniards who have subdued and enslaved them : They are a weak, effeminate 
people, not capable of enduring great fatigues they care not to be exposed to 
toil and labour, and their life is of no long continuance; their constitution is 
so nice that a small fit of sickness carries them off. 

The Almighty seems to have inspired these people with a meekness and 
softness of humour like that of lambs. The Spaniard'^ wlio have given them 
so much trouble, and fallen upon them so fiercely, reseinble savage tigers, 
wolves, and lions, when enraged with pressing hunger. Tlu'y applknl them- 
selves forty years together wholly to the massacring the poor wretclies that 
inhabitated the islands; putting them to all kinds of unheard of torments 
and punishments, insomuch that this island [Hispaniolal which before the 
arrival of the Europeans contained three millions of people, is now reduced 
to less than three hundred. The island of Cuba, the length of which is equal 
to the distance between Vallidolid and Rome, is entirely desert and destitute of 
its inhabitants, and nothing but ruins now to be seen in it. The islands of 
St. John and Jamaica have met with a like treatment, and were very fertile 
and populous, but are rendered desolate and waste by the like means. Above 
thirty isles near that of St. John were entirely depopulated, though of a vast 
extent, so that there is scarce an inhabitant to be found in them. 

As for the continent it is certain, and what I myself know' to bo true, that 
the Spaniards have ruined ten kingdoms there, bigger than all Spain, by the 
commission of all sorts of barbarity and unheard of cruelties. They have 
driven away or killed all the inhabitants; so that all these kingdoms are deso- 
late to this day, and reduced to a most deplorable condition. 

The gold and silver these people had in their poss('ssion was the motive 
that violently prompted the Europeans to persecute and destroy them. They 
made so little account of the miserable inhabitants of the.se islands, that I 
may aver, without fear of being accused either of imposture, or of speaking 
inconsiderately since it is that of which I have been an eye-wdtness, that they 
valued them less, and treated them worse than )>easts. 

They had so little regard of the salvation of their souls that they would 
not give themselves the trouble so much as to speak of the Christian faith 
and sacraments to those numberless multitudes of men and women whom 
they sacrificed to their ambition and tyranny; and that wdiich aggravates 
the enormity of their crimes, is that these poor Indians had offered them no 
injury, but on the contrary, gave them as much honour and respect as if they 
had been sent from heaven. 

[* It is hardly necessary to warn the reader against the manifest numerical exaggerations 
in the famous work of Las Casas. << They are so extravagant that they carry their own moni* 
tion. It is rather necessary to warn the reader against discrediting his other statements; 
These seem to be based on irrefutable evidences and they can be corroborated from other eyv- 
witnesses. Officially appointed ‘Uhe Protector of the Indians,” Las Casas g^ve his life to thitr 
defence, toiling in their behalf in the islands and in the court at Spain. In spite of him and 
others like him the depopulation of whole islands went on till slaves had to be stolen from 
Africa to replace those murdered in America. From his eloc^ence as an author, the unselfidi- 
ness of his whole career, the bravery and the fervour of bis lifelong battle for the oppressed, be 
has been accefited as one of the noblest figures in history. We quote from a translation pub- 
lished in 1699 of his tracts published in 1553 called Breuianma reladon dt la deatrttydon 
laa ihdios.] 
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T&e Spaniards arrived at Hispaniola in their first voyages, and here 
began to persecute and murder the Indians, taking away their wives and 
children, and using them, or rather abusing them at their pleasure. They 
devoured all that these poor creatures had amassed together for their sub- 
sistence with a great deal of care and labour. One Spaniard would consume 
in a day, that which would suffice three Indian families of ten persons each, 
for the space of a whole month. This ill treatment and spoil soon made the 
inhabitants of this island lose the esteem they had conceived of the Spaniarc^, 
whom they at first looked upon as messengers from heaven : so that at length 
they began to hide their wives and children, and whatever goods they had 
from them. Some retired into caves, others fleil up into the mountains. 
The Spaniards did not content themselves to beat them, and to offer them 
many other indignities, but cut their throats in cold blood; and without any 
respect either to age or quality, put their princes and the governors of their 
cities to death. They came to that height of impudence and villany, that a 
Spanish captain had the insolence to abuse the wife of the greatest king of 
the island. This vile fact drove them quite to despair, so that from that 
time they sought means of driving the Spaniards out of their country; they 
betook themselves to arms, and did what they could to defend themselves 
against these tyrants: but the weapons they used were neither capable of 
defending them, nor of offending their enemies to any purpose; and were 
more like those that children use to play with, than such as are fit for soldiers 
to use in war. 

The Spaniards, who were mounted on fine horses, and armed with lances 
and swords, looked upon enemies so meanly equipped with the greatest 
contempt and committed the most horrible slaughters with impunity. They 
passed through the several cities and towns, sparing neither age nor sex, but 
killed women and children as well as men. They ripped up women with 
child, that root and branch might be destroyed together.^ They laid wagers 
one with another, who should cleave a man with his sword most dexterously 
at one blow; or who should take his head, from his slioukk'rs most cleverly; 
or who should run a man through after the most artistic manner. They 
tore away children out of their mothers’ arms, and dashed out th('ir brains 
against the rocks, while others they threw into tlic river, diverting themselves 
with this brutish sport, and giving great shouts wiiile they saw them in this 
misery^ and to add insulting scoffs to their cruelty, they advised them to 
struggle in the water, and try if they could save tliemselves from drowning. 
They held up the bodies of mothers and children together upon tlieir lances. 
They set up gibbets, and hanged up thirteen of these poor creatures in honour 
of Jesus Christ and his twelve apostles (lus they blasphemously expressed them- 
selves). They kindled a great fire under these gibbets, to burn tliose they had 
hanged upon them. They cut off the hands of those they saved alive, and sent 
them away in that miserable condition, bidding them carry the news of their 
calamities to those that were retired into the mountains to escape the Span- 
iards. 

They erected a small scaffold, supported with forks and poles, upon which 
to execute their chiefs, and those of the most considerable quality among 
them. When thev had laid them at length upon this scaffold, they kindled 
a gentle fire to make them feel themselves die gradually, till the poor wretches 
after the most exquisite pain and anguish, attended with horrible scr^ches 
and outcries, at length expired. I one day saw four or five of the highest 
rank in this island burned after this manner. But the dreadful cries this 
torment extorted from them, incommoding a Spanish captain, and hindering 
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his sleep, he commanded them to be presently strangled. But a certain 
officer whose name I know, and whose relations are well known at Seville, 
put gam into their mouths to hinder them from making a noise, that he might 
not be deprived of the brutish pleasure of broiling them gently till they breathed 
out their souls in this torment. I have been an eye witness of all these cruelties 
and an infinite number of others, which I pass over in silence. 

And because the Indians after they had Ix^en provoked with so manv 
unheard of injuries now and then killed one of them when they met with 
them stmggling: the Spaniards made a law among themselves to massacre 
a hundred Indians for every Spaniard they should kill. 

After this unjust war was ended with the destruction and massacre of 
the inhabitants of these countries, having reserved f('W lx»sides the women 
and children, they divided these among tliem selves, keeping thirty of them; 
others forty; others one hundred, some two hundred, aeeonling to the interest 
they had in the tyrant of the island, whom they honoured with the title of 
governor. These (as might well have been expected) took no care to instruct 
them; but confined tlie men to the mines to get out gold with inen^lible toil 
and labour; they used the women for husbandry and tillage, though this last 
was a labour hard enougli for men of the most robust and vigorous constitu- 
tion. 

They fed them only with herbs, or such like food, tliat had but little sub- 
stance or nourishment in it: So that the milk dried up in the breasts of the 
women that gave suck and their cliildren in a little time pined away and died 
with faintness and hunger. The men having no conversation with the women, 
but dwelling in separate houses, there could be no farther propagation of 
children by them. Thus at length the men perished in the mines with hunger 
and labour, the women died under the pressure of their servitude in the fields; 
so that all the inhabitants of this populous island were exU'rminat(‘d in a 
short time. And indeed if the same course we*re taken ('V(*rywhc‘re else, all 
mankind would be destroyed in the space of a few years. The Spaniards 
obliged these poor creatures to carry burdens of fourscore or a hundred pound 
weight for one hundred or two hundred leagues. And that they might travel 
the more at ease, they would make these Indians carry tlumi in chairs and 
horse-litters on their shoulders. But it would bc‘ endless to describe all the 
miseries these unfortunate people were made to suffer; it would r(‘quire whole 
volumes and the reading of so deplorable a story would deeply affett and 
soften every mind not quite divested of humanity. 

A rich and potent caci(|ue named Hathuey was retired into the isle of Cuba 
to avoid that slavery and death with which the Rjmniards menaced him; 
and being informed that his pc^rsecutors were upon the point of landing in 
this island, he assembled all his subjects and domestics together and made a 
speech to them after this manner: “ You know the report that is spread abroad, 
that the Spaniards are ready to invade this island; an(l you are not ignorant 
of the ill usage our friends and countrymen have met with at their hands, and 
the cruelties they have committed at Hayei (so Hispaniola is called in their 
language), they are now coming hither with a design to exercise the s^ie 
outrages and persecutions upon us. Are you ignorant of the ill intentions 
of the people of whom I am speaking? I’ll tell you then that these European^ 
worship a very covetous sort of God, so that it is difficult to satisfy him; and 
to perform the worship they render to this idol, theyill exact immense treasures 
of us, and will use their utmost endeavour to reduce us to a miserable state 
of slavery or else to put us to death.” Upon which he took a box of gold and 
valuable jewels which he had with him, and exposing it to their view: “Here 
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is he) the God of the Spaniards whom we must honour with our sports 
and dances, to see if we can appease him, and render him propitious to us; 
that so he may command the Spaniards not to offer us any injury.” They 
all applauded this speech, and fell a leaping and dancing round the box, till 
they had quite tired and spent themselves. After which the cacique Hathuey 
resuming his discourse, continued to speak to them: “If we keep this God 
(says he) till he is taken away from us, he’ll certainly cause our lives to be 
taken from us; and therefore I am of opinion it will be the best way to cast 
him into the river.” They all approved of this advice, and went all together 
with one accord to throw this pretended God into the river. 

The Spaniards were no sooner arrived in the isle of Cuba but this cacique 
unfortunately fell into their hands: and because he had taken all the pre- 
cautions he could to avoid the persecutions of so cruel and impious a people, 
and had taken arms to defend his own life, as well as the lives of his subjects; 
this was made a capital crime in him, for which he was burned alive. While 
he was in the midst of the flames, tied to a stake, a certain Franciscan friar 
of great piety and virtue, took upon him to speak to him of God and our 
religion, and to explain to him some articles of the Catholic faith, of which 
he had never heard a word before, promising him eternal life, if he would 
believe, and threatening him with eternal torment, if he continued obstinate 
in his infidelity. 

Hathuey reflecting on the matter, as much as the place and condition in 
which he was would permit, asked the friar that instructed him whether the 
gate of heaven was open to the Spaniards; and being answered that such of 
them as were good men might hopSe for entrance there. The cacique, without 
any further deliberation, told him, he had no mind to go to heaven for fear 
of meeting with such cruel and wicked company as they were; but would 
much rather choose to go to hell, where he might be delivered from the trouble- 
some sight of such kind of people. To so great a degree have the wicked 
actions and cruelties of the Spaniards dishonoured God and His religion in the 
minds of the Americans. 

One day there came to us a great number of the inhabitants of a famous 
city, situated above ten leagues from the place where we lodged, to compli- 
ment us, and bring us all sorts of provisions and refreshments, which they 
presented us with great marks of joy, caressing us after tlic most obliging 
mannftr they could. But that evil spirit that possessed the Spaniards put 
them into such a sudden fury against them, that they fell upon them and 
massacred above three thousand of them, both men and women, upon the 
spot, without having received the least oflence or provocation from them. 1 
was an eye-witness of this barbarity; and whatever endeavours were used to 
appease these inhuman creatures, it was impossible to reduce them to reason; 
so resolutely were they bent to satiate their brutal rage by this barbarous 
action. 

The Indians of Havana seeing themselves reduced to a state of severe 
slavery, that there was no remedy left, and that they were irrecoverably 
undone, began to seek refuge in the deserts and mountains, to secure them- 
selves if possible from death. Some strangled themselves in despair; parents 
hanged themselves, together with their children, to put the speedier end to 
their miseries by death. 

I saw with my own e^es above six thousand children die in the space of 
three or four months, their parents being forced to abandon them, bein^ con- 
demned to the mines. Aftd^ this, the Spaniards took up a^resolution to 
pursue those Indians that were retired into the moimtains, and massacred 
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multitudes of them; so ^t this islaiid was depopulated and laid waste in a 
very little time. And it is a most lamentable spectacle to see so fine a country 
thus miserably ruined and unpeopled. 

They massacred such as made a shift to escape the fire, or kept them for 
slaves; they used tortures to force them to tell where they had hid their gold. 
They printed marks on their bodies with red hot branding-irons, and after all 
these cruelties, used their utmost diligence to make a strict search for the gold 
of these miserable people, of which they got vast quantities together, besides 
pearls and diamonds which the Indians gave them to avoid their fury. All 
the Spaniards who had any office or place of trust, committed the same 
rapine, everyone sent as many soldiers as he could to make their progresses, 
and ravage all the country. The first bishop that was sent into ./Gnerica 
imitated the conduct of the covetous governors, and made use of his servants 
to procure himself a share of the spoil. That which contributed yet farther 
to impeople the provinces was the liberty the Spaniards took to exact of the 
caciques, and richest Indians, a great number of slaves. This kind of tribuU' 
was authorised by the governor, and levied with a great deal of severity; for 
he threatened to burn them alive if they failed to send him a recruit of fift> 
slaves every three months, or as often as he should give order; though the 
Indians have no great number of slaves ordinarily, and it is much if a cacique 
has three or four among his other domestics. If a father had two children, 
the Spaniards would take away one of them, or two if he had three. The 
parent must submit, with how great reluctancy soever; but their children were 
not ravished from them without abundance of tears and dolorous complaints, 
for they have a very tender affection to their offspring, and breed them up 
with abundance of care. This kind of tribute beinp often extort^^d, all this 
kingdom was in a few years depopulated. There arrived five or six ships here 
every year which were laden with slaves, whom they transportetl into Peru 
and Panama, and there sold them, where they died in a little time; for it has 
been confirmed by many experiments that thase Indians that are transported 
from their native country into other climates, seldom live long, and that 
which contributed to kill them the booner was the neglect of supplying them 
with sufficient sustenance, and the excessive labour with which they were 
over-chargetl. 

These inhuman creatures were wont when they declared war gainst any 
city or province, to bring with them as many of the conquered Indians as^hey 
could, to make them fight against their countrymen; sometimes they had 
fifteen or twenty thousand of those men subjects among them. But because 
they were not able to furnish them with all necessary provisions, they allowed 
them to eat those other Indians whom they took in w ar, so that in their camp 
they had shambles stored with human flesh. Infants were killed, and then 
broiled and eaten, men were slaughtered like beasts, and their legs and arms 
dressed for food; for the Indians like the taste of those parts better than 
others. The news of these terrible practices soon alarmed the neighbouring 
countries, and filled them with terror and consternation. 

Many of the Indians were worn out with carrying the tackle of the Spanish 
ships which they would needs have brought from the north to the south sea, 
which are 130 leagues distant. They made them carry anchors of a great 
weight all this long way. TTiey laid great guns upon the naked backs of these 
poor creatures, under the weight of which they we^e not able to stand: so 
that the greater part of them died by the way, not being able to endiire these 
fatigues. To increase their misery, they divided their families, taking hus- 
bands from their waves, and wives from their husbands; their daughters were 

H. w. — VOL. xxn. 
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taken them, and given to the seamen and soldieTe to satisfy their lust 
and to appease their murmuring. They filled the ships with Indians, and 
suffered them to perish with hunger and thirst because they would take no 
care to furnish them with necessaries. 

I^e Spaniards had two powerful fleets destined to the same purpose of 
destroying the poor Indians. How many parents have they bereaved of their 
children I How many children of their parents ! Of how many adulteries and 
other infamous practices have they been the causes, the actors, and accom- 
plices! How many people have they enslaved! What miseries and calam- 
ities have they not brought upon this new world! What fountains of tears 
have they opened! What rivers of blood have they poured out! How many 
lives have they taken away after such a manner as might render them yet 
more miserable in the other world! It is a melancholy reflection both in 
regard to the Indians who have suffered so many cruelties, and to the Span- 
iards who have been the authors of so much mischief and villany. 

The Spaniards might have built great and flourishing cities in so pleasant 
and commodious a country, where they might have lived in the midst of 
pleasure and plenty as it were in another earthly paradise; but their stupidity, 
their avarice, and the enormous crimes they have committed in America 
Tendered them unworthy of these advantages. These covctoas wretches 
esteemed gold more than souls which were purchased by the blood of Jesus 
Christ, they made slaves of those whom they saved alive, and filled the ships 
they had brought to the coasts of the kingdom of Yucatan with them and so 
exchanged them for wme, oil, vinegar, salt pork, horses, and all other neces- 
saries. They would give fifty or a hundred young girls for a measure of wine, 
oil, or vinegar, and would sell a hundred or two hundred lusty well-made 
young men at the same late. They exchanged a prince’s son for a cheese, 
and a hundred persons of eminency for a horse. They continued in thi^ 
country till they heard of the riches of Peru, the news of which made them 
leave it immediately, and thus their persecutions ended Tri the kingdom of 
Yucatan. However, before they went they committed all the excesses and 
disorders that can be imagined against both God and man; so that those three 
hundred leagues of one of the finest countries in the world that was very rich 
and full of people before their arrival, were in a little time reduced to a vast 
desert. A certain pilot told me that in a voyage he once made from the 
Lu(viy Islands to Hispaniola, which is about seventy leagues, he had no need 
either of a compass, or the observation of the stars to guide his vessel; for he 
assured me the floating bodies of the Indians that had been thrown into the 
sea, served for his guide throughout this passage, and conducted him straight 
to the port to which he was boimd. 

The Spaniards feed their fierce dogs with human flesh on purpose to accus- 
tom them to tear men in pieces, and devour them. They carry these dogs with 
them wherever they go, and barbarously murder the poor Indians to feed 
these savage curs with their flesh. They say one to another. Give me a 
quarter of that Indian to make my dog a feast ; and when I kill one I will pay 
you again. They commonly hunt in the morning with these dogs, and when 
asked by their feUows what luck they have had, they answer according to 
their success. Sometimes one will say I am content, my dogs have killed 
about a score of them; so that one would think they were speaking of wolves 
or wild boars. Can anjj thing be imagined that exceeds such horrible cruelty 
as this? And all these barbarities have been proved and averred by strict 
examinations made and produced before the Council of the Indies. * 

As for your majesty, they think you are the most cruel and impious prince 
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in tlie world; while they see the cruelty and impiety your subjeete so inso- 
lently commit; and verily believe your majesty hves upon, nothing but 
human flesh and blood. Probably this account may very much surprise your 
majesty, who perhaps have not yet received sufficient infonnation about 
these matters; but this opinion is of long standing, and become inveterate 
among them. I could produce a great many instances of whidi I have been 
an eye-witness, to convmce you of the truth of it; but I am afraid of making 
your majesty too uneasy and of Ailing the reader’s mind with too much 
horror, by. reciting such extraordinary and unparalleled stories, which may 
give a just occasion of wonder, that God has so long deferred to inflict some 
exemplary and terrible judgment upon Spain, to punish all the abominations 
the Spaniards have committed in the Indies.^* 

THE COLLISION OF SPANISH COLONISTS W^ITH FRENCH IN FLORIDA 

While the Castilians were everywhere else victorious, Florida was wet with 
the blood of the invaders, who had still been unable to possess themselves of 
her soil. The coast of the Gulf of Mexico was not at this time, disputed by 
any other nation with Spain; while that power claimed, under the name of 
Florida, the whole seacoast as far as Newfoundland, and even to the remotest 
north. In Spanish geography, Canada was a part of Florida. Yet within 
that whole extent, not a Spanish fort was erected, not a harbour was occupied, 
not one settlement was planned. The flrst permanent establishment of the 
Spaniards in Florida was the result of jealous bigotry. / 

Meanwhile a great religious revolution had occurred which divided western 
Europe into the two hostile and violent parties of Protestants and Catholics, 
a revolution not without very important influences on the colonisation of 
North America. The flrst attempt at a lodgment within the limits of what 
are now the United States, with colonisation, not conquest, as its principal 
object, was made by French Protestants called Huguenots, who constituted 
at that time a formidable party, embracing, besides a large body of the nobility, 
no small portion of the intelligent aild industrious class, especially in the south 
of France. 

The plan of an American settlement was patronised by Admiral dc Coligny, 
celebrated in French history as one of the ablest leaders of th(‘ Protestants. 
An attempted settlement in Brazil having proved a failure, Jacques Ili|)ault 
of Dieppe, was sent in 1562, with two ships on a voyage of exploration to 
Florida. He discovered the river St. John’s, May, 1562, which he named the 
river of May and, following the coast tow^ard the north, entered a spacious 
inlet, which he called Port Royal, a name it has ever since retained. On an 
island in this harbour he built a fort called Carolina, after Charles IX, then 
king of France — a name extended afterward to the circumjacent territory, 
and still retained by two of the United States. 

The twenty-six men left by Ribault, while he returned for supplies, lonely 
tenants of a desolate coast, became discontented and uneasy, notwithstanding 
the hospitality of the neighbouring Indians. The attempt of the commandant 
to repress this feeling provoked a mutiny, in which he was killed. With such 
materials as they had, the home-sick colonists built and rigged a small bark, 
in which they set sail for France. But their provisions failed, and they were 

* It is the St. Matheo of the Spaniards. The forests of mofberries were admired, and cat- 
erpUlan readily mistaken for silkworms. The cape received a French name ; as the ships 
sailed Uong the Coast, the numerous streams were called after the rivers of France ; and 
America, for a while, Imd its Seine, its Loire, and its Qaronne. — Bancroft./ 
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reduced the terrible expedient of feeding on the flesh of one of their com- 
panions. At length they were picked up by an Eng;lish vessel, some of them 
landed on the coast of France, and the others carried to England. 

Ribault, on his return to France, had found that kingdom distracted and 
attention occupied by civil war, then first breaking out between the Hugue- 
nots and the Catholics. Peace was presently patched up, and two years after 
the scheme of settlement was renewed. Three ships, furnished by the French 
government, were placed under the command of Laudonni^re, one of Ribault’s 
companions in the former voyage. Le Moyne or De Morgues, a draughtsman 
and painter, whose sketches, made upon the spot, were afterward engraved 
and published, accompanied the expedition. Laudonniere landed his people 
at the river of May, where he built a fort, called, also, Carolina. (June 22nd, 
1564). But these colonists, like their predecessors, were an unruly set. 
Under pretence of searching for provisions, some of them seized two small 
vessels belonging to the colony, with which they sailed to cruise against the 
Spaniards, whose ships from Mexico and the West Indies offered tempting 
prizes ‘ to freebooters. They took two or three small Spanish vessels, but 
escaped with difficulty from a superior force at Jamaica, and returned to 
Fort Carolina, where the ringleaders were tried and executed. In distress for 
food, of which their store was consumed, the colonists had made up their 
minds to abandon the settlement, when they were visited, August 3ra, 1564, 
by Sir John Hawkins, an English adventurer, on his way home from the 
Spanish West Indies, where he had just sold, at a great profit, a second cargo 
of slaves, kidnapped on the coast of Africa. Hawkins appears to have been 
the first Englishman who engaged in this detestable traffic. Moved by reli- 
gious S 5 mipathy, he supplied the French colonists with provisions, and even 
gave them a vessel, in which they were just about to embark for France, when 
Ribault arrived, bringing with him a recruit of colonists, men, women, and 
children, abundance of provisions, and a supply of tools, seeds, and other 
necessaries. 

The French, now wild with joy, seemed about to acquire a home, and 
Calvinism to become fixed in the inviting regions of Florida. But Spain had 
never relinquished her claim to that territory; where, if she had not planted 
colonies, she had buried many hundreds of her bravest sons. Should the 
proud Philip II abandon a part of his dominions to France? Should he suffer 
his commercial monopoly to be endangered by a rival settlement in the 
vicinity of the Wesr Indies? Should the Romanist permit the heresy oi 
Calvinism to be planted in the neighbourhood of his Catholic provinces? 
There had appeared at the Spanish court a bold commander, well fitted for 
acts of reckless hostility. Pedro Menendez [or Melendez] de Avilds had, in a 
long career of military service, become accustomed to scenes of blood; and his 
natural ferocity had been confirmed by his course of life. The wars against 
the Protestants of Holland had nourished his bigotry; and, as a naval com- 
mander, often encountering pirates, whom the laws of nations exclude from 
mercy, he had become inured to acts of prompt and unsparing vengeance. 
He had acquired wealth in Spanish America, which was no school of benevo- 
lence; and his conduct there had provoked an inquiry, which, after a long 
arrest, ended in his conviction. The nature of his offences is not apparent; 
the justice of the sentence is confirmed, for the king, who knew him well, 
esteemed his bravery, a^d received him again into his service, remitted only 
a moiety of his fine. The heir of Menendez had been shipwrecked among the 

n Thus the French were the aggresBors in the first act of hostility in th5 new world, an act 
of crime and temerity, which was soon avenged.— Banoboft./] 
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Bermudas; the father desired to return and search among the islands for 
tidiw of his only son. Philip II suggested the conquest and colonisation of 
Florida; and a compact was soon framed and confiroedi Blarch 20th, 
by which Menendez, who desired an opportunity to retrieve his honour, was 
constituted the hereditary governor of a territory of almost unlimited extent. 

The terms of the compact are curious. Menendez, on his part, promised, 
at his own cost, in the following May, to invade Florida with at least five 
hundred men; to complete its conquest within three years; to explore its 
currents and channels, the dangers of its coasts, and the depth of its havens; 
to establish a colony of at least five hundred persons, of whom one hundred 
should be married men; to introduce at least twelve ecclesiastics, besides four 
Jesuits. It was further stipulated, that he should transport to his province 
all kinds of domestic animals. Philip II had no scruples respecting slav^; 
Menendez contracted to import into Florida five hundred negro slaves. The 
sugar cane was to become a staple of the country. 

The king, in return, promised the adventurer various conunercial immu- 
nities; the office of governor for life, with the right of naming his son-in-law 
as his successor; an estate of twenty-five square leagues in the immediate 
vicinity of the settlement; a salary of two thousand ducats, chargeable on the 
revenues of the province; and a fifteenth part of all royal perquisites. 

Meantime, news arrived, as the French writers assert, through the treachery 
of the court of France, that the Huguenots had made a plantation in Florida, 
and that Ribault was preparing to set sail with reinforcements. The cry was 
raised, that the heretics must be extirpated; the enthusiasm of fanaticism 
was kindled, and Menendez readily obtained all the forces which he required. 
More than twenty-five hundred persons — soldiers, sailors, priests, Jesuits, 
married men with their families, labourers, and mechanics, and, with the 
exception of three hundred soldiers, all at the cost of Menendez — engaged in 
the invasion. After delays occasioned bv a storm, the expedition set sail; 
and the trade-winds soon bore them rapidly across the Atlantic. A tempest 
scattered the fleet on its passage; it^was with only one third part of his forces 
that Menendez arrived at the harbour of St. John in Porto Rico (August 9th). 
But he esteemed celerity the secret of success; and, refusing to await the 
arrival of the rest of his squadron, he sailed for Florida. It had ever been his 
design to explore the coast; to select a favourable site for a fort or a settle- 
ment; and, after the construction of fortifications, to attack the French. It 
was on the day (August 28th) which the customs of Rome have consecrated 
to the memory of one of the most eloquent sons of A.frica, and one of the most 
venerated of the fathers of the church [St. Augustine], that he came in sight 
of Florida. For four days he sailed along the coast, uncertain where the 
French were established; on the fifth day, he landed, and gathered from the 
Indians accounts of the Huguenots. At the same time [Sept. 2nd] he dis- 
covered a fine haven and beautiful river; and, remembering the saint, on whose 
day he came upon the coast, he gave to the harbour and to the stream the 
name of St. Augustine. Sailing, then, to the north, he discovered a portion 
of the French fleet, and observed the nature of the road where they were 
anchored. The French demanded his name and objects. “ I am Menendez 
of Spain,” replied he; ^‘sent with strict orders from my king to gibbet and 
behead all the Protestants in these regions. The Frenchman who is a 
Catholic, I will spare; every heretic shall die.” ffhe French fleet, unpre- 

[* Parkman^ says of Menendez and Ribault : Menendez waz a leader fit to stand with 
Gottes and Pizarfo ; but he was matched with a man as cool, skilfol, prompt, and daring as 
himself.”] 
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pared fot action, cut its cables; the Spaniards, for some time, continued an 
ineffectual chase. 

It was at the hour of vespers, on the evening preceding the festival of the 
nativity of Mary, that the Spaniards returned to the harbour of St. Augustine. 
At noonday of the festival it^lf, the governor went on shor^ to take possession 
of the continent in the name of his King. Philip II was proclaimed 
monarch of all North America. The solemn mass of Our Lady was per- 
formed, and the foundation of St. Augustine was immediately laid, Sept. 8th, 
1565. It is, by more than forty years, the oldest town in the United States. 
Houses in it are yet standing, which are said to have been built many years 
before Virginia was colonised. 

By the French it was debated, whether they should improve their fortifi- 
cations, and await the approach of the Spaniards, or proceed to sea, and 
attack their enemy. Against the advice of his officers, Ribault resolved upon 
the latter course. Hardly had he left the harbour for the open sea, before 
there arose a fearful storm, which continued till October, and wrecked every 
ship of the French fleet on the Florida coast. The vessels were dashed against 
the rocks about fifty leagues south of Fort Carolina; most of the men escaped 
with their lives. 

The Spanish ships also suffered, but not so severely; and the troops at St. 
Augustine were entirely safe. They knew that the French settlement was left 
in a defenceless state: with a fanatical indifference to toil Menendez led his 
men through the lakes, and marshes, and forests, that divided the St. Augus- 
tine from the St. John's, and, on September 21st, with a furious onset, surprised 
the weak garrison, who had looked only towards the sea for the approach of 
danger. After a short contest, the Spaniards were masters of the fort. A 
scene of carnage ensued; soldiers, women, children, the aged, the sick, were 
alike massacred. The Spanish account of Barcia^ asserts, that Menendez 
ordered women and young children to be spared; yet not Jijll after the havoc 
had long been raging. 

Nearly two hundred persons were killed. A few escaped into the woods, 
among them Laudonni^re,^ Challus,? and Le Moyne,* who have related the hor- 
rors of the scene. But whither should they fly? Death met them in the 
woods; and the heavens, the earth, the sea, and men, all seemed conspired 
against them. Should they surrender, appealing to the sympathy of their 
conquerors? “Let us,” said Challus, “trust in the mercy of God, rather than 
of these men.” A few gave themselves up, and were immediately murdered. 
The others, after the severest sufferings, found their way to the sea-side, and 
were received on board two small French vessels which had remained in the 
harbour. The Spaniards, angry that any should have escaped, insulted the 
corpses of the dead with wanton barbarity 

The victory had been gained on the festival of St. Matthew; and hence the 
Spanish name of the river May. After the carnage was completed, mass was 
said; a cross was raised; and the site for a church selected, on ground still 
smoking with the blood of a peaceful colony. 

The shipwrecked men were, in their turn, soon discovered. They were in 
a state of helpless weakness, wasted by their fatigues at sea, half famished, 
destitute of water and of food. Should they surrender to the Spaniards? 
Menendez invited them to rely on his compassion; the French capitulated, 
and were received among ¥he Spaniards in such successive divisions as a boat 
could at once ferry across the intervening river. As the captives stepped upon 

[> Such M tatilBg oat the eyee end Sicking them from the points of thkr daggers ettbe 
French diipB.] 
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the bank which their enemieB occupied, their hands were tied behind them; 
and in this way they were marched towards St. Auratine, like a flock of sheep 
driven to the e^u^ter-house. As they approadied fort, a sienal was 
given; and, amidst the sound of trumpets and drums, the Spaniards tell upon 
the unhappy men, who had confided in their humanity, and who could offer 
no resistance. A few Catholics were s[>ared; some me^anics were reserved 
as slaves; the rest were massacred, “not as Frenchmen, but as Calvinists.”* 
The whole number of the victims of bigotry, here and at the fort, is said, by 
the French, to have been about nine hundred; the Spanish accounts diminiw 
the number of the slain, but not the atrocity of the dwd. Mcnendez returned 
to Spain, impoverished, but triumphant. The French government heard of 
the outrage with apathy, and made not even a remonstrance on tlie ruin of a 
colony, Tmich, if it had been protected, would have given to its country a 
flourishing empire in the south, before England had planted a single spot on 
the new continent. History has been more faithful, and has assisted humanity 
by giving to the crime of Menendez an infamous notoriety. The first town in 
the United States sprung from the unrelenting bigotry of the Spani^ king. 
Its origin should be carefully remembered, for it is a fixed point, from whi^ 
to measure the liberal influence of time; the progress of modem civilisation; 
the victories of the American mind, in its contests for the interests of humanity.* 

The Huguenots and the French nation did not share in the apathy of the 
court. Dominique de Gourgues — a bold soldier of Gascony, whose life had 
been a series of adventures, now employed in (he army against Spain, now a 
prisoner and a galley-slave among the Spaniards, taken by the Turks with the 
vessel in which he rowed, and redeemed by the commander of the knights of 
Malta — burned with a desire to avenge his own wrongs and the honour of his 
country. The sale of his property, and the contributions of his friends, fui^ 
nished the means of equipping three ships, in which, with one hundred and 
fifty men, he embarked (August 22nd, 1567), for Florida. His strength was 
not sufficient to occupy the country permanently; he desired only to destroy 
and revenge. He was able to surprise two forts near the mouth of the St. 
Matheo; and, as terror magnified the number of his followers, the consterna- 
tion of the Spaniards enabled him to gain possession of the larger fort, near 
the spot which the French colony had fortified. But he was not strong enough 
to maintain his position; he, therefore, hastily retreated, and sailed to Europe, 
having first hanged his prisoners upon the trees, and placed over them the 
inscription, “ I do not this as unto Spaniards or mariners, but as unto traitors, 
robbers, and murderers.” The natives, who had been ill-treated both by the 
Spaniards and the French, enjoyed the savage consolation of seeing their 
enemies butcher one another. 

The attack of the fiery Gascon was but a passing storm. France disavowed 
the expedition, and relinquished all pretension to Florida. Spain grasped at 
it, as a portion of her dominions; and, if discovery could coiifer a right, her 
claim was founded in justice. Cuba now formed the centre of her West 

[> The statement that Menendez hang; such a legend round the necks of the hanged does 
not appear in the earliest accounts, and lu doubted by some historians, as being a mere replica 
of the expression used later hy De Gourgues. Of the killing of his prisoners, Menendei* 
says in his own letter to Phihp 11 : "It appeared to me that to chastise them in this manner 
was a service to God our Lord and your Majesty {Dios, Nuestro Seftor y V. Mag^) by which 
means we were left freed of this wicked sect for tne planting of the gospel in these regions.**] 

[* As J. G. Shea*** points out, a French expedition under Jacques de Borie had oaptued 
Havana, in 1655, and in spite of promises to spare those who surrendered, put the prisoners to 
death. In 1570 the French captured a Portuguese ship with forty Jesuit missionaries on 
board, all of wh(yn were put to death. Shea adds . "In all my reading I find no case where 
the Fronch in Spanish waters then gave quarter to Spaniards, except in hope of large nneom.**] 
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Indian')x>S8e8Bions, and eveiTthinf around it was included within her empire. 
Sovereignty was asserted, not only over the archipelagoes within the tropics, 
but over the whole continent round the inner seas. From the remotest south- 
eastern cape of the Caribbean, aloi^ the whole shore to the Cape of Florida 
and beyond it, all was hers. The Gulf of Mexico lay embosomed within her 
territories./ 

H. H. BANCROFT'S* ACCOUNT OF THE SPANISH IN NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico was revisited and finally occupied before 1600. In 1581 
Rodriguez, with two other Franciscans and a few soldiers, went from San 
Bartolom^ down the Conchos and up the Rio del' Norte to the land of the 
Tigjuas, Coronado’s Tiguex. The soldiers soon returned, but the friars re- 
mained to be killed. In 1582-3, Espejo with a strong force went in search of 
Rodriguez, learning at Puara, near Sandia, of the friars’ fate and of Coronado’s 
former ravages in that region. Espejo explored eastward to the Buffalo 
plains, northward to Cia and Galisteo, and westward to Zuni and the region 
of the modern Prescott, returning by way of the Rio Pecos. In 15®)-! 
Castano de Sosa went up the Pecos and across to the Pueblo towns of the 
Rio Grande with a colony of one hundred and seventy men, women, and 
children. After receiving the submission of thirty-three towns, he was carried 
back to Mexico in chains by Captain Morlete, on the charge of having made an 
illegal entrada^ or expedition. About 1595, Bonilla and Humana, sent out 
against rebellious Indians, marched without licence to New Mexico and sought 
Quivira in the northeastern plains. Humana murdered his chief, and was 
himself killed with most of his party by the natives. In 1595, the viceroy 
made a contract for the conquest of New Mexico with Ohate, who, as governor 
and captain-general left Mexico with a large force of soldiers and colonists in 
1596. Vexatious complications hindered Onate’s progress and exhausted his 
funds, so that it was not until 1598 that he entered the pfbmised land. San 
Juan was made the capital; all the towns submitted; the Franciscans were 
stationed in six nations; Ohate visited Ztmi; and the rebellious warriors of 
the Acoma pehol were conquered in a series of hard-fought battles, all before 
the summer of 1599. 

Prosperity ceased for a long time on account of controversies between 
Onate, the colonists, and the Franciscan friars. The latter abandoned the 
province in 1601, but were sent back to reoccupy the missions. Ohate made 
some explorations; Santa F6 was founded and became the capital; and in 
1608 eight padres were at work, having baptised eight thousand natives. 
Thirty new friars came in 1629, and the next year fifty missionaries were serv- 
ing sixty thousand converts in ninety pueblos. This was the date of New 
Mexico’s highest prosperity, though the decline was very slight for fifty years, 
a period whose history offers nothing but |)etty local happenings. But in 1680 
a general revolt occurred, in which four hundred Spaniards, including twenty- 
one friars, were killed and the survivors driven out of the country. While the 
refugees founded El Paso and did some missionary work in that region, the 
New Mexicans fought among themselves and threw away their chances for 
continued independence. After several unsuccessful efforts by different lead- 
ers, Governor Vargas reconquered the province after many a hard-fought 
battle in 1693-4; but two years later a new revolt occurred, in which five 
missionaries and twenty tfther Spaniards were killed, and the year 1696 may 

[' Reproduced by permission. Copyright, 1884, by Hubert H. Bancroft.] 
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be regarded as the date of New Mexico’s pennanent submiasion to Spauish 
authority* 


CARTIER AT MONTREAL 

The description which Cartier had given of the country bordering on the 
St. Lawrence, furnished arguments against attempting a colony. The intense 
severity of the climate terrified even the inhabitants of the north of France; 
and no mines of silver and gold, no veins abounding in diamonds and pmcious 
stones, had been promised oy the faithful narrative of the voyage. Three or 
four years, therefore, elapsed, before plans of colonisation were renewed. Yet 
imagination did not fail to anticipa^ the establishment of a state upon the 
fertSe banks of a river, which surpassed all the streams of Europ)e in grandeur, 
and flowed through a country situated l)etween nearly the same parallels as 
France. 

Soon after a short peace had terminated the third desperate struggle 
between Francis I and Charles V, attention to America was again awakened; 
there were not wanting men at court, who deemed it unworthy a gallant nation 
to abandon the enterprise; and a nobleman of Picardy, Francis de la Roque 
[or Roche], lord of Roberval, a man of considerable provincial distinction, 
sought and obtained a commission (January 15th, 1540). It was easy to 
confer provinces and plant colonies upon parchment; Roberval could con- 
gratulate himself on being the acknowledged lord of the unknown “Norum- 
bega,” ‘ and viceroy, with full regal authority, over the immense territories and 
islands which lie near the g^ or along the river St. Lawrence. But the ambi- 
tious nobleman could not dispense with the services of the former naval com- 
mander, who possessed the confidence of the king; and Cartier also received 
a commission. Its terms merit consideration. He was appointed captain- 
general and chief pilot of the expedition (October 17th, 1540) ; he was directed 
to take with him persons of every trade and art; to repair to the newly dis- 
covered territory; and to dwell there with the natives. But where were the 
honest tradesmen and industriouj? mechanics to be found, who would repair 
to this New World? The commission gave Cartier full authority to ransack 
the prisons; to rescue the unfortunate and the criminal; and to make up the 
complement of his men from their number. Thieves or homicides, the spend- 
thrift or the fraudulent bankrupt, the debtors to justice or its victims, pris- 
oners rightfully or wrongfully detained, excepting only those arresCed for 
treason or counterfeiting money — these were the people by whom the colony 
was, in part, to be established. 

The division of authority between Cartier and Roberval of itself defeated 
the enterprise. Roberval was ambitious of power; and Cartier desired the 
exclusive honour of discovery. They neither embarked in company, nor 
acted in concert. Cartier sailed (May 23rd, 1541) from St. Malo the next 
spring after the date of his commission; he arrived at the scene of his former 
adventures, ascended the St. Lawrence, and, near the site of Quebec, built a 
fort for the security of his party; but no considerable advances in geographical 
knowledge appear to have been made. The winter passed in sullenness and 
gloom. In June of the following year, he and his ships stole away and returned 

Nonimbega is a name that attained an almost mystic significance. In 1529, on a map of 
Hieronymus da Verrazano, it appeared as Aranbaga. In 15 ^ it is called a region of untold 
wealth stretching between the capes of Breton and Florida. The name became gradually 
restricted to N%w England and part of Canada. The name probably came from a consideraUb 
Indian settlement that later disappeared.] 
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to Frame, just as Roberval arrived with a considerable reinforoement. Unsus- 
tained by Cartier, Roberval accomplished no more than a verification of pre- 
vious discoveries. Remaining about a year in America, he abandoned his 
immense viceroyalty. Estates in Picardy were better than titles in Norum- 
bega. His subjects must have been a sad company; during the winter, one 
was hanged for theft; several were put in irons; and “divers persons, as well 
women as men,” were whipped. By these means quiet was preserved. Per- 
haps the expedition on its return entered the bay of Massachusetts; the French 
diplomatists always remembered, that Boston was built within the original 
limits of New France. The commission of Roberval was followed by no per- 
manent results. It is confidently said, that, at a later date (1549), he again 
embarked for his viceroyalty, accompanied by a numerous train of adven- 
turers; and, as he was never more heard of, he may have perished at sea. 

Can it be a matter of surprise, that, for the next fifty years, no further dis- 
coveries were attempted by the government of a nation, which had become 
involved in the final struggle of feudalism against the central power of the 
monarch, of Calvinism against the ancient religion of France? The colony of 
HiCTenots at the south sprung from private enterprise; a government which 
coind devise the massacre of St. Bartholomew, was neither worthy nor able 
to found new states. 

At length, under the mild and tolerant reign of Henry IV, the star of France 
emerged from the clouds of blood, treachery, and civil war, which had so long 
eclipsed her glory. The number and importance of the fishing stages had 
increased; in 1578 there were one hundred and fifty French vessels at New- 
foundland, and regular voyages, for traffic with the natives, began to be suc- 
cessfully made. One French mariner, before 1609, had made more than forty 
voyages to the American coast. The purpose of founding a French Empire 
in America was renewed in 1598, and an ample commission was issued to the 
marquis de la Roche, a nobleman of Brittany. Yet his enterprise entirely 
failed. Sweeping the prisons of France, he established their tenants on the 
desolate Isle of Sable; and the wretched exiles sighed for their dungeons. 
After some years, the few survivors received a pardon. The temporary resi- 
dence in America was deemed a sufficient commutation for a long imprison- 
ment. 

The prospect of gain prompted the next enterprise. A monopoly of the 
fur trade, with an ample patent, was obtained by Chauvin in 1600; and 
Pontgi^av^, a merchant of St. Malo, shared the traffic. The voyage was 
repeated, for it was lucrative. The death of Chauvin prevented his settling 
a colony. 

CHAMPLAIN: NEW FRANCE: ACADIA 

A firmer hope of success was entertained, when a company of merchants of 
Rouen was formed by the governor of Dieppe in 1603; and Samuel de Cham- 
plain, of Brouage, an able marine officer and a man of science, was appointed 
to direct the expedition. By his natural disposition, “ delisting marvellously 
in these enterprises,” Champlain became the father of the French settlemente 
in Canada. He possessed a clear and penetrating understanding, with a spirit 
of cautious inquii^; untiring perseverance, with great mobility; indefatigable 
activity, with fearless courage. Tlie account of his first expedition gives proof 
of sound judgment, accurate observation, and historical fidelity. It is full of 
exact details on the manners of the savage tribes, not less than the geography 
of the coimtry; and Quebec was already selected as the appropriate site for a 
fort. 
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Champlam returned to France (November 8th, 1683)^ iuat before an exclu- 
sive patent had been issued to a Calvinist, the able, patriotio, and honest De 
Monts. The sovereimty of Acadia and its confines, from the fortieth to the 
fort^-sixth degree of latitude, that is, from Philadelphia to beyond Montreal; 
a still wider monopoly of the fur trade; the exclusive control of the soU, gov- 
ernment, and trade; freedom of religion for Hu^enot emigrants — these were 
the privileges which the charter conceded. Idlers, and men without a pro- 
fession, and all banished men, were doomed to lend him aid. A lucrative 
monopoly was added to the honours of territorial jurisdiction. Wealth and 
glory were alike expected. 

An expedition was prepared without delay, and left tlie shores of France 
(March 7th, 1604), not to return till a permanent French settlement should be 
made in America. All New France was now contained in two sliips, which 
followed the well-known path to Nova Scotia. Tlie summer glided away, 
while the emigrants trafficked with the natives and explored the coasts. The 
harbour called Annapolis after the conquest of Acadia by Queen Anne, an 
excellent harbour, though difficult of access, possessing a small but navigable 
river, which abounded in fish, and is bordered by beautiful meadows, so 
pleased the imagination of Poutrincourt, a leader in the enterprise, that he 
sued for a grant of it from De Monts, and, naming it Port Royal, determined 
to reside there with his family. The company of De Monts made their first 
attempt at a settlement on the island of St. Croix, in 1604, at the mouth of the 
river of the same name. The remains of their fortifications were still visible 
in 1798. Yet the island was so ill suited to their purposes, that, in the follow- 
ing spring, they removed to Port Royal. 

For an agricultural colony, a milder climate was more desirable; in view 
of a settlement at the south, De Monts explored and claimed for France the 
rivers, the coasts and the bays of New England, as far. at least, as Cape CJod. 
The numbers and hostility of the savages led him to delay a removal, since his 
colonists were so few. Yet the purpose remained. Thrice in the spring of the 
following year, did Dupont, his lieutenant, attempt to complete the discovery. 
Twice he was driven back by adverse winds; and at the third attempt, his 
vessel was wrecked (August 28th, 1606). Poutrincourt, who had visited 
France, and wtis now returned with supplies, himself renewed the design; but, 
meeting with disasters among the shoals of Cape Cod (November 14th, 1605), 
he, too, returned to Port Royal. There the first French settlement gn the 
American continent had been made; two years before the James river was 
discovered and three years before a cabin had been raised in Canada. 

The possessions of Poutrincourt were confirmed by Henry IV, in 1607; 
the apostolic benediction of the Roman pontiff was solicited on families which 
exiled themselves to evangelise infidels; Mary of Modici herself contributed 
money to support the missions, which the marchioness de Guercheville pro- 
tected; and by a compact with De Biencourt, the proprietary's son, the order 
of the Jesuits was ennehed, in 1610, by an imposition on the fisheries and fur 
trade. 

The arrival of Jesuit priests was signalised by conversions among the 
natives. In the following year, De Biencourt and Father Biart explored the 
coast as far as the Kennebec, and ascended that river. The Canib^, Algou-* 
quins of the Abenaki nations, touched by the confiding humani^ of the 
ranch, listened reverently to the message of redemption; and, already hostile 
towards the English who had visited their coast, the tribes between the 
Penobscot aTyl the Kennebec became the allies of France, and were cherished 
as a barrier against danger from English encroachments. 
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A t^nch colony within the United States followed (1613), under the aus- 
pices of De Guercheville and Mary of Medici; the rude intrenchments of St. 
Sauveur were raised by De Saussaye on the northern bank of the Penobscot. 
T^e conversion of the heathen was the motive to the settlement; the natives 
venerated Biart as a messenger from heaven; and under the summer sky, 
round a cross in the centre of the hamlet, matins and vespers were regu- 
larly chanted. France and the Roman religion had appropriated the soil of 
Maine. 

Meantime the remonstrances of French merchants had effected the revo- 
cation of the monopoly of De Monts, and a company of merchants of Dieppe 
and St. Malo had founded Quebec (July 3rd, 1608).. The design was executed 
by Champlain, who aimed not at the profits of trade, but at the glory of found- 
ing a state. The city of Quebec was begun; that is to say, rude cottas were 
framed, a few fields were cleared, and one or two gardens planted. The next 
year, that singularly bold adventurer, attended but by two Europeans, joined 
a mixed party of Hurons from Montreal, and Algonquins from Quebec, in an 
expedition against the Iroquois, or Five Nations, in the north of New York. 
He ascended the Sorel, and explored the lake which bears his name, and per- 
petuates his memory. 

The Huguenots had been active in plans of colonisation. The death of 
Henry IV, in 1610, deprived them of their powerful protector. Yet the zeal 
of De Monts survived, and he quickened the courage of Champlain. After the 
^ort supremacy of Charles de Bourbon, the prince of Condd, an avowed 
protector of the Calvinists, became viceroy of New France; through his inter- 
cession, merchants of St. Malo, Rouen, and La Rochelle, obtained a colonial 
patent from the king, in 1615; and Champlam, now sure of success, embarked 
once more for the New World, accompanied by monks of the order of St. 
Francis. Again he invades the territory of the Iroquois in New York. 
Wounded, and repulsed, and destitute of guides, he spends the first winter after 
his return to America in the country of the Hurons; and a knight errant 
among the forests carries his language, religion, and influence, even to the 
hamlets of Algonquins, near Lake Nipissing. 

Religious disputes combined with commercial jealousies to check the 
progress of the colony; yet in the summer of 1620, when the Pilgrims were 
kavin^ Leyden, in obedience to the wishes of the unhappy Montmorenci, the 
new vjeeroy, Champlain, began a fort. The merchants grudged the expense. 
“It is not best to yield to the passions of men,” was his reply; “they sway 
but for a season; it is a duty to respect the futxire”; and in 1624 the castle 
St. Louis, so long the place of council agaiast the Iroquois and against New 
England, was durably founded on “a commanding cliff.” 

In the same year, the viceroyalty was transferred to the religious enthusiast 
Henri de Levi; and through his influence, in 1625, just a year after Jesuits had 
reached the sources of the Ganges and Thibet, the banks of the St. Lawrence 
received priests of the order which was destined to carry the cross to Lake 
Superior and the west. 

The presence of Jesuits and Calvinists led to dissensions. The savages 
caused disquiet. But the persevering founder of Quebec appealed to the 
royal coimcil and to Richelieu; and though disasters intervened, Champlain 
successfully established the authority of the French on the banlM of the St. 
Lawrence, in the territory which became his country in 1627. “ The father 
of New France” [dying Dewmber 25th, 1635], lies buried in the land which he 
colonised. Thus the humble industry of the fishermen of Normandy and 
Brittany promised their country the acquisition of an empire. 
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Raleigh’s attempts at English colonisation 

llie attempts of the French to colonise Florida, though unprotected and 
unsuccessful, were not without an important influence on succeeding events. 
About the time of the return of De Gourdes, Walter Ralei^, a youn^nglish- 
man, had abruptly left the University of Oxford, to take part in the civiTcon- 
tests between tne Huguenots and the Catholics in France, and with the prince 
of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV, was learning the art of war under the 
veteran Coligny. The Protestant party was, at that time, strongly excited 
with indignation at the massacre which De Gourgues had avenged; and 
Raleigh could not but gather from his associates and his commander intelli- 
gence respecting Florida and the navigation to those regions. Some of the 
miserable men who escaped from the first expedition, had been conduct^ to 
Elizabeth, and had kindled in the public mmd in England a desire for the 
possession of the southern coast of North America; the reports of Hawkins, who 
had been the benefactor of the French on the river May, increased the national 
excitement; and De Morgues, the painter, who had sketched in Florida the 
inc^t remarkable appearances of nature, ultimately found the opportunity of 
finishing his designs, through the munificence of Raleigh. 

The bold spirit of Ralei^ was not disheartened by the sad fate of his step- 
brother [Sir Humphrey Gilbert, whose voyages, in one of which Raleigh took 
part, we have already described]. He was determined to secure to England 
those delightful countries from which the Protestants of France had been 
expelled. Having presented a memorial, he readily obtained from Elizabeth 
a patent (March 25th, 1584), as ample as that which had been conferred on 
Gilbert. Two vessels, well laden with men and provisions, under the com- 
mand of Philip Amidas [or Amadas] and Arthur Barlow, set sail for the New 
World (April 27th). They pursued the circuitous route by the Canaries and 
the islands of the West Indies ; after a short stay in those Lslands, they sailed 
for the north, and were soon opposite the shores of Carolina. As they drew 
near land (July 2nd), the fragrance was ^‘as if they had b(*en in the midst of 
some delicate garden, abounding ndth all kinds of odoriferous flowers.” They 
ranged the coast for a distance of one hundred and twenty miles, in search of 
a convenient harbour; they entered the first haven which offered, and, after 
thanks to God for their safe arrival, they landed (July 13th) to take possession 
of the country for the queen of England. 

The spot on Tchich this ceremony was performed, was in the island of 
Wocoken, the southernmost of the islands forming Ocracock inlet. The desire 
of traffic overcame the timidity of the natives, and the English received a 
friendly welcome. On the island of Roanoke, they were entertained by the 
wife of Granganimeo, father of Wingina, the king, with the refinements of 
Arcadian hospitality. '‘The pxjoplc were most gentle, loving and faithful, 
void of all guile and treason, and such as lived after the manner of the golden 
age,” says Barlow.^ And yet it was added, with singular want of comparison, 
that the wars of these guileless men were cruel and bloody; that domestic 
dissensions had almost exterminated whole tribes; that they employed the 
basest stratagems against their enemies; and that the practice of inviting men 
to a feast, that they might be murdered in the hour of confidence, was not 
merely a device of European bigots, but was known to the natives of Secotan. 
The English, too, were solicited to engage in a similar enterprise, under promise 
of lucrative booty. 

Tlie adventurers were satisfied with observing the general aspect of ^e 
New Worl(f; no extensive examination of the coast was undertaken: Pamlico 
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and AU^emarle sounds and Roanoke Island were explored, and some i^orma- 
tion gawered by inquiries from the Indians; the commanders had not the 
courage or the activity to survey the country with exactness. Having made 
but a short stay in America, th^ arrived in ^ptember in the west of En^^d, 
accompanied by Manteo and Wanchese, two natives of the wilderness; and 
the returning voyagers gave such glowing descriptions of their discoveries, as 
might be expected from men who had done no more than sail over the smooth 
waters of a summer’s sea, among 'Hhe hundred islands” of North Carolina. 
Elizabeth, as she heard their reports, esteemed her reim signalised by the 
discovery of the enchanting regions, and, as a memorial of her state of life, 
named them Virginia. 

Nor was it long before Raleigh, elected to represent in parliament the 
county of Devon, obtained a bill confirming his patent of discovery; and 
while he received the honour of knighthood, as the reward of his valour, he 
also acquired a lucrative monopoly of wines, which enabled him to continue 
with vigour his schemes of colonisation. While a new patent was issued to 
his friend, for the discovery of the northwestern passage, and the well-known 
voyages of Davis, sustained, in part, by the contributions of Raleigh himself, 
were increasing the acquaintance of Europe with the Arctic sea, the plan of 
colonising Virginia was earnestly and steadily pursued. 

The new expedition was composed of seven vessels, and carried one hun- 
died and eight colonists to the shores of Carolina. Ralph Lane, a man of con- 
siderable distinction, and so much esteemed for his services as a soldier, that 
he was afterwards knighted by Queen Elizabeth, was willing to act for Raleigh 
as governor of the colony. Sir Richard Grenville, the most able and cele- 
brated of Raleigh’s associates, distinguished for bravery among the gallant 
spirits of a gallant age, assumed the command of the fleet. It sailed (April 
9th, 1585) from Plymouth, accompanied by several men of merit, whom the 
world remembers — by Cavendish, who soon after circumnavigated the globe; 
Hariot, the inventor of the system of notation in modern algebra, the historian 
of the expedition; and With, an ingenious painter, whose sketches of the 
natives, their habits, and modes of life, were taken with beauty and exactness, 
and were the means of encouraging an interest in Virginia, by diffusing a 
knowledge of its productions. 

To sail by the Canaries and the West Indies, to conduct a gainful com- 
merce with the Spanish ports by intimidation; to capture Spanish vessels — 
these v/ere but the expected preliminaries of a voyage to Virginia. At length 
the fleet fell in with the main land of Florida; it was in great danger of being 
wrecked on the cape which was then first called the Cape of Fear; and two 
days after, on June 26th, it came to anchor at Wocoken. It was through 
Ocracock inlet that the fleet made its way to Roanoke. 

THE LOST COLONY OF ROANOKE 

But the fate of this colony was destined to be influenced by the character 
of the natives. Manteo, the friend of the English, and who returned with the 
fleet from a visit to England, was sent to the main to announce their arrival. 
Grenville, accompanied by Lane, Hariot, Cavendish, and others, in an excur- 
sion of ei^t days, explored the coast as far as Secotan, and, as they relate, were 
well entertained by the savages. At one of the Indian towns, a silver cup had 
been stolen; its restoration fvas delfcyed ; with hasty cruelty, Grenville ordered 
the viU^ to be burned and the standing com to be destroyed. Not long 
after this action of inconsiderate revenge, me ships, having landed the colony. 
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sailed far Enf^d; a ri<di Spanish prise, made by OrenviSe on the retmn 
voyam, seeing him a courteous welcome as he entered the harbour of Ily- 
mouth. The transport ships of the colony were at the same time privateers. 

The employments of Leine and his colonists, after the departure of 8ir 
Richard Gren^e, could be none other than to explore the country; and in 
a letter, which he wrote while his impressions were yet fre^, Lane o expressed 
himself in language of enthusiastic admiration. It is the goodliest sou under 
the cope of heaven; the most pleasing territory of the world; the continent is 
of a huge and unknown greatness, and very w^ell jx'opled and towned, though 
savagely. The climate w so wholesome, that we have not one sick, since we 
touched the land. If Virginia had but horses and kino, and were iiihabited 


with English, no realm in Christendom were 
comparable to it.” 

The keenest observer was Harlot P; and he 
w’as often employed in dealing with “ the na- 
tural inhabitants.” He carefully examined 
the productions of the country, those which 
would furnish commodities for commerce, and 
those which were in esteem among the natives. 
He observed the culture of tobacco; accus- 
tomed himself to its use, and was a firm be- 
liever in its healing virtues. The culture of 
maize, and the extraordinary productiveness 
of that grain, especially attracted his admira- 
tion; and the tuberous roots of the potato, 
when boiled, were found to be very good food. 
The inhabitants are described as too feeble to 
inspire terror. The country which Hariot ex- 
plored was on the boundary of the Algonquin 
race, where the Lenni Lenape tribes melted 
into the widely-differing nations of the south. 
In every town which Hariot entered, he dis- 
played the Bible, and explained its truths; the 
Indians revered the volume rather than its 
doctrines; and, with a fond superstition, they 
embraced the book, kissed it, and held it to 
their breasts and heads, as if it had been an 



amulet. As the colonists enjoyed uniform health, and had no women with 


them, there were some among the Indians who imagined the English were 
not bom of woman, and therefore not mortal; that they were men of an old 
generation, risen to immortality. The terrors of fire-amis the natives could 
neither comprehend nor resist; every sickness which now j)revailed among 
them, was attributed to wounds from invisible bullets, discharged by un- 
seen agents, with whom the air was supposed to be peopled 

Was it strange, then, that the natives desired to be delivered from the 
presence of guests by whom they feared to he supplanted? The colonists 
were mad with the passion for gold; and a wily savf^e invented, respect^ 
the river Roanoke and its banks, extravagant tales, which nothing but cupidity 
could have credited. The river, it was said, gushed forth from a rock, so nw 
the Pacific Ocean, that the surge of the sea sometimes dashed into its foimtain; 
its banks were inhabited by a nation skilled in thi art of refining the rich ore 
in which the country abounded. The walls of the city were described as 
glittering Mm the abundance of pearls. Lane was so credulous, that be 
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attempted to ascend the rapid current of the Roanoke; and his followers, 
infatuated with greedy avarice, would not return till their stores of provisions 
were exhausted, and they had killed and eaten the very dogs which tx>re them 
company. On this attempt to explore the interior, the Ez^lish hardly 
advanced higher up the river than some point near the present ^^iamstown. 

The Indians had hoped to destroy the English by thus dividing them; but 
the prompt return of Lane prevented open hostilities. The Englirfi believed 
that a general conspiracy was preparing; it is certain that, in uie contest of 
dissimulation, they proved themselves the more successful adepts. Desiring 
an audience of Wingina, the most active among the native chiefs. Lane and 
his attendants were quickly admitted to his presence (June 1st, 1586). A 
preconcerted watchword was given; and the Christians, falling upon the 
unhappy king and his principal followers, put them vdthout mercy to death. 

It was evident that Lane did not possess the qualities suited to his station. 
Yet some general results of importance were obtained. The climate was found 
to be salubrious; during the year not more than four men had died, and of 
these, three brought the seeds of their disease from Europe. The hope of 
finding better harbours at the north was confirmed; and the Bay of Chesa- 
peake was already regarded as the fit theatre for early colonisation. But in 
the island of Roanoke, the men began to despond; they looked in vain towards 
the ocean for supplies from England; they were sighing for the luxuries of the 
cities in their native land; when of a sudden it was rumoured, that the sea 
was white with the sails of three-and-twenty ships; and (June 8th) Sir Francis 
Drake had anchored his fleet at sea outside of Roanoke inlet, in ^Hhe wild 
road of their bad harbour.’^ 

He had come, on his way from the West Indies to England, to visit the 
domain of his friend. With the celerity of genius, he discovered the measures 
which the exigency of the case required, and supplied the wants of Lane to 
the uttermost; but Lane shared the despondency of his- men; and Drake 
yielded to their unanimous desire of permission to embark in his ships for 
England (June 19th). Thus ended the first actual scttlenfent of the English 
in America. The exiles of a year had grown familiar with the favourite 
amusement of the lethargic Indians; and they introduced into England the 
general use of tobacco. 

The return of Lane was a precipitate desertion; a little delay would have 
furnished the colony with ample supplies. A few days after its departure, a 
ship arrived, laden with all stores needed by the infant settlement. It had 
been despatched by Raleigh; but finding “ the paradise of the world” deserted, 
it could only return to England. Another fortnight had hardly elapsed, when 
Sir Richard Grenville appeared off the coast with three well-furnished ships, 
and renewed the vain search for the departed colony. Unwilling that the 
English should lose possession of the country, he left fifteen men on the island 
of Roanoke, to be the guardians of English rights. 

Raleigh was not dismayed by ill success, nor borne down by losses. The 
enthusiasm of the people of England was diminished by the reports of the 
unsuccessful company of Lane; but the decisive testimony of Hariot to the 
excellence of the country still rendered it easy to collect a new colony for 
America. The wisdom of Raleigh was particularly displayed in the policy 
which he now adopted. He determined to plant an agricultural state; to 
send emigrants with wives and families, who should at once make their homes 
in the New World; and, tlj^it life and property might be secured, he granted a 
charter of incorporation (January 7th, 1587) for the settlement, and estab- 
lished a municipal government for “ the city of Raleigh.” John White was 
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appointed its goveinor; end to him, ^th deven assistantst the admimstratioD 
ct the colony was intrusted. A flmt of transport ships ms prepared at the 
expense of tne proprietary; “Queen ^izabet^ the godmother of Viiginia/’ 
dedined contributiDg “to its education.” The company as it emoariced 
April 26th). was cheered by the presence of women; and an am{^ provision 
of the impiements of husbandry mve a pledge for successfid industry. In 
July, they arrived on the coast of North Uarofina; they were saved from the 
da^rs of Cape Fear; and, passing Cape Hatteras, they hastened to the isle 
of Roanoke, to search for the handful of men whom Grenville had left there 
as a garrison. They found the tenements deserted and overgrown with 
weeds; human bones lay scattered on the held; wild deer were reposing in the 
imtenanted houses, ana were feeding on the productions which a rank vege- 
tation still forced from the gardens. The fort was in ruins. No vestige of 
surviving life appeared. The miserable men whom Grenville had left, had 
been murdered by the Indians. 

The fort of Governor Lane, “with sundry decent dwelling-houses,” had 
been built at the northern extremity of the island; it was there that the 
foundations of the city of Raleigh were laid (July 23rd). The island of 
Roanoke is now almost uninhabited; commerce has selected securer harbours 
for its pursuits; the inquisitive stranger may yet discern the ruins of the fort, 
round which the cottages of the new settlement were erected. 

But disasters thickened. A tribe of savages displayed implacable jealousy, 
and murdered one of the assistants. The mother and the kindred of Manteo 
welcomed the English to the island of Croatan; and a mutual friendship was 
continued. But even this alliance was not xmclouded. A detachment of the 
English, discovering a company of the natives whom they esteemed their 
enemies, fell upon them by night, as the harmless men were sitting fearlessly 
by their fires; and the havoc was begun, before it was perceived that these 
were friendly Indians. 

The vanities of life were not forgotten in the New World; and Manteo, the 
faithful Indian chief, “by the commandment of Sir Walter Raleigh,” received 
Christian baptism, and was invested yrith the rank of a feudal baron, as the 
lord of Roanoke. It was the first peerage erected by the English in America, 
and remained a solitary dignity, till Locke and Shaftesbury suggested the 
establishment of palatinates in Carolina, and Manteo shared his honours with 
the a<teired philosopher of his age. As the time for the departure of the ship 
for England drew near, the emigrants became gloomy with apprehensions; 
they were conscious of their dependence on Europe; and they, with one 
voice, women as well as men, urged the governor to return and use his vigorous 
intercession for the prompt despatch of reinforcements and supplies. It was 
in vain that he pleaded a sense of honour, which called upon him to remain and 
share in person the perils of the colony, which he was appointed to govern. 
He was forced to yield to the general importunity. 

Yet, previous to his departure, his daughter, Eleanor Dare, the wife of one 
of the assistants, gave birth (August 18th) to a female child, the first offspring 
of English parents on the soil of the United States. The infant was named 
from the place of its birth. The colony, now composed of eighty-nine men, 
seventeen women, and two children, whose names are all preserved, might 
reasonably hope for the speedy return of the governor, who, as he sailed for 
England, left with them, as hostages, his daughtei^nd his grandchild, Vir- 
ginia Dare. 

And yet even those ties were insufficient. The cowny receivjed no season- 
able relief ; and xhe further history of this neglected jdtatptation is involved in 
H. w.— YOL. xxn. So 
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gloon^^uncertainty. The inhabitants of the city of Raleigh, the emigrants 
from England and the first-born of America, failed, like their predecessors, in 
establishing an enduring settlement; but, unlike their predecessors, they 
awaited death in the land of their adoption. If America had no English towns, 
it soon had English graves. 

For when White reached England, he found its whole attention absorbed 
by the threats of an invasion from Spain; and Grenville, Raleigh, and Lane, 
not less than Frobisher, Drake, and Hawkins, were engaged in planning 
measures of resistance. Yet Raleigh, whose patriotism did not diminish his 

S nerosity, found means to despatch White with supplies in two vessels 
ipril 22nd, 1588). But the company, desiring a gainful voy^e rather than 
a safe one, ran in chase of prizes; till, at last, one of them fell in with men-of- 
war from Rochelle, and, after a bloody fight, was boarded and rifled. Both 
ships were compelled to return immediately to England, to the ruin of the 
colony and the displeasure of its author. The delay was fatal; the inde- 
pendence of the English kingdom, and the security of the Protestant reforma- 
tion, were in danger; nor could the poor colonists of Roanoke be again remem- 
bered, till after the discomfiture of the invincible armada. 

Even when complete success against the Spanish fleet had crowned the 
arms of England, Sir Walter Raleigh, who had already incurred a fruitless 
expense of forty thousand pounds, found himself unable to continue the 
attempts at colonising Vii gin la. Yet he did not despair of ultimate success; 
and as his fortune did not permit him to renew his exertions, he used the priv- 
ilege of his patent to form a company of merchants and adventurers, who were 
endowed by his liberality with large concessions, and who, it was hoped, would 
replenish Virginia with settlers. Among the men who thus obtained an 
as^nment of the proprietary’s rights in Virginia, is found the name of Richard 
Hakluyt; it is the connecting link between the first efforts of England in North 
Carolina and the final colonisation of Virginia. The colonists at Roanoke had 
emigrated with a charter; the new instrument (March 7th^l589) was not an 
assignment of Raleigh’s patent, but extended a grant, already held under its 
sanction, by increasing the number to whom the rights of that charter belonged. 

Yet the enterprise of the adventurers languished, for it was no longer 
encouraged by the profu‘-e liberality of Raleigh. More than another year 
elapsed, before White could return to search for his colony and his daughter, 
and then the island of Roanoke was a desert. An inscription on the bark of a 
trdie pointed to Croatan; but the season of the year and the dangers from 
storms were pleaded as an excuse for an immediate return. Had the emi- 
grants already perished? or had they escaped with their lives to Croatan, and, 
through the friendship of Mantco, become familiar with the Indians? The 
conjecture has been hazarded, that the deserted colony, neglected by their 
own countrymen, were hospitably adopted into the tribe of Hatteras Indians, 
and became amalgamated with the sons of the forest. This was the tradition 
of the natives at a later day, and was thought to be confirmed by the physical 
character of the tribe, in which the English and the Indian race seemed to have 
been blended. Raleigh long cherished the hope of discovering some vestiges 
of their existence; and though he had abandoned the design of colonising 
Virginia, he yet sent at his own charge, and, it is said, at five several times, 
to search for his liege-men.‘ But it was all in vain; im^ination received no 
help in its attempts to trace the fate of the colony of Roanoke./ 

[* In 1002, Raleigh made his fifth effort to afford them help by sending them Captain Mace, 
a manner of expenence, with iustructions to search for them. Ma^ retamed without 
executing his orders, and Raleigh wrote to Sir Robert Cecil on the Slst of ^gust that he would 
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After the foundinjg of Jamestown, according to Strachey.9 the English 

x_ij i-_. Indians that the Roanoke settlers h^ finally int - - 

with the natives and had been massacred at the command of Powhatan^nd 


his priests just about the time when the Endish reached Jamestown. One 
chief had saved the lives of four men, two boys, and a girl^imd from their 
intermarriage came the so-called Hatteras Indians found near Roanoke Island 
early in the eighteenth century, and notable for their grey eyes, and their 
traditions of white ancestry 


GEORGE nANCROFT’S ESTIMATE OF RALEIGH 

The name of Raleigh stands highest among the statesmen of England, who 
advanced the colonisation of the United Stales; and his fame belongs to 
American history. No Englishman of his age possessed so various or so 
extraordinary qualities. Courage which was never daunted, mild self-pos- 
session, and fertility of invention, insured him glory in his profession of arm.s; 
and his services in the conquest of Cadiz, or the capture of Fayal, were alone 
sufficient to establish his fame as a gallant and successful commander. In 
every danger, his life was distinguished by valour, and his death was ennobled 
by true magnanimity. 

He was not only admirable in active life as a soldier; he was an accom- 
plished scholar. No statesman in retirement ever expressed the channs of 
tranquil leisure more beautifully than Raleigh; and it was not entirely with 
the language of grateful friendship, that Spenser described his sweet verse 
as sprinkled with nectar,'’ and rivalling the melodies of th(‘ summer’s night- 
ingale.” Wlien an unjust verdict, contrary to i)robability and the evidence. 

against law and against equity,” on a charge which seems to have beelf a 
pure invention, left him to languish for years in prison, with the sentence of 
death suspended ove!* his head, his active genius plunged into the depths of 
erudition; and he who had been a soldier, a courtier, and a seaman, now 
became the elaborate author of a learned History of the World. 

His career as a statesman was hoitoiirablc to the pupil of Coligny and the 
contemporary of L’Hopital. In his public policy, he was thoroughly an 
English patriot; jealou= of the honour, the prosperity, and the advancement 
of his country; the inexorable antagonist of the pretensions of Spain. In 
parliament, he defended the freedom of domestic industry. When, by Jhe 
operation of unequal laws taxation was a burden upon industry rather than 
wealth, he argued for a change: himself possessed of a lucrative monopoly, he 
gave his voice for the repeal of all monopolies; and, while he pertinaciously 
used his influence with his sovereign to mitigate the severity of the judgments 
against the non-conformists, as a legislator he resisted the sweeping enactment 
of persecuting laws. 

In the career of discovery, his perseverance was never baffled by losses. 
He joined in the risks of Gilbert’s expedition; contributed to the discoveries 
of Davis in the northwest; and himself personally explored ^‘the insular 
regions and broken world ” of Guiana. The sincerity of his belief in the wealth 
of the latter country has been unreasonably questioned. If Elizabeth had 
hoped for a hyperborean Peru in the Arctic seas of America, why might not 
Raleigh expect to find the city of gold on the banks of the Orinoco? His 
lavish efforts in colonising the soil of America, his sagacity which enjoined a 

Bend Maoe back, and expresbed bis faith in the colonisation of Virginia in these words : "I shall 
yet live to see it an Jjnglish nation.” He lived, indeed, to see his prediction verified, bat not 
until he was immured hi the Tower of London.— Wis. Wibt HENaT.**] 
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settlement within the Chesapeake Bay. the publications of Hariot^ and 
Haklu^ « which he countenanced, if followed by losses to himself, diffused 
over England a knowledge of America, as well as an interest in its destinies, 
and sowed the seeds, of which the fruits were to ripen during his lifetime, 
though not for him. 

Raleigh had suffered from palsy before his last expedition. He returned 
broken hearted by the defeat of his hopes, by the decay of his health, and by 
the death of his eldest son. What shall be said of King James, who would 
open to an aged paralytic no other hope of liberty but through success in the 
discovery of mines in Guiana? What shall be said of a monarch who could, 
at that time, under a sentence which was originally unjust, and which had 
slumbered for fifteen years, order the execution (in 1618) of the decrepit man, 
whose genius and valour shone brilliantly through the rav^es of physical 
decay, and whose English heart, within a palsied frame, stiU beat with an 
undying love for his country ? 

The judgments of the tribunals of the Old World are often reversed at the 
bar of public opinion in the New. The family of the chief author of early 
colonisation in the United States was reduced to beggary by the government 
of England, and he himself was beheaded. After a lapse of nearly two cen- 
turies, the state of North Carolina, in 1792, by a solemn act of legislation, 
revived in its capital the city of Raleigh, and thus expressed its confidence in 
the integrity, and a grateful respect for the memory, of the extraordinary man, 
who united in himself as many kinds of glory as were ever combined in an 
individual, and whose name is indissolubly connected with the eaply 44 )eriod 
of American history. 

- ^ VOYAGES OF GOSNOLD AND PRING 

Some trafiic with Virginia may perhaps have been continued. But at the 
north, the connection of the English merchants was become so intimate, that, 
in 1593, Sir Walter Raleigh in the house of commons had declared the fishing 
of Newfoundland to be the stay of thd west countries. These voy^es^ and 
the previous exertions of Raleigh, had trained men for the career of discoveryj 
and Bartholomew Gosnold, who, perhaps, had already sailed to Virg^ia, m 
the usual route, by the Canaries and West Indies, now conceived the idea of 
a direct voyage to America, and, with the concurrence of Raleigh, had well 
nigh secured to New England the honour of the first permanent En^ish 
colony. Steering, in a small bark, directly across the Atlantic, in seven weeks 
he reached (March 26th, 1602) the continent of America in the bay of Massa- 
chusetts, not far to the north of Nahant. He failed to obseiVe a good harbour, 
and, standing for the south, discovered (May 14th, 1602) the promontory 
which he called Cape Cod — a name which would not yield to that of the next 
monarch of England. Here he and four of his men landed ; Cape Cod was the 
first spot in New England ever trod by Englishmen. Doubling the cape, and 
passing Nantucket, they again landed on a little island, now called No Man[s 
land, and afterwards passed round the promontory of Gay Head, naming it 
Dover Cliff. At length they entered Buzzard's Bay — a stately sound, which 
they called Gosnola's Hope. The westernmost of the islands was named 
Elizabeth from the queen — a name which has been transferred to the whole 
group. There is on the island a pond, and within it lies a rocky islet; this 
was the position which the adventurers selected for their residence. Here they 
built their storehouse and their fort; and here the foundatioqp of the first New 
England colony were to be laid. 
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A traffic with the natives on the main land, soon enabled Cktsnold to com« 

^ ^is freight, which consisted chiefly of sassafras _ ‘ , _L___ _ ^ 

m pharmacy as a sovereim panacea. The little band, whi^ wis to have 
nestled on the Elizabeth Islands, finding their friends about to emt^k for 
Europe, despaired of obtaining seasonable supplies of food, and determizied 
not to remain. Fear of an assault from the Indians, who had ceased to be 
friendly, the want of provisions, and jealousy respectmg the distribution of 
the risks and profits, defeated the desim. The whole party soon set saU and 
bore for England. The return voyage lasted but five weeks; and the expedi- 
tion was completed in less than four months, during which entire health had 
prevailed. 

Gosnold and his companions ^r^ad the most favourable reports of the 
regions which he had visited. The merchants of Bristol, with the ready 
assent of Raleigh, and at the instance of Richard Hakluj^, determined to 
pursue the career of investigation. The Speedwell, a small ship of fifty tons 
and thirty men, and the Discoverer, a bark of twenty nsix tons and thirteen men, 
under the command of Martin Pring, set sail for America (April 10th, 1603) 
a few days after the death of the queen. It was a private undertaking, and 
therefore not retarded by that event. It reached the American coast among 
the islands which skirt the harbours of Maine. The mouth of the Penobscot 
offered good anchorage and fishing. Pring made a discovery of the eastern 
rivers and harbours — the Saco, the Kennebunk, and the York; and the 
channel of the Piscataqua was examined for three or four leagues. Finding 
no saagafras, he steered for the south; doubled Cape Ann; and went on shore 
in Massachusetts; but, being still unsuccessful, he again pursued a southerly 
track, and finally anchored in Old Town harbour, on Martha’s \'incyard. The 
whole absence lasted about six months, and was compkded without disailef 
or danger. Pring, a few years later, in 1606, repeated his voyage, and made a 
more accurate survey of Maine. 

Enterprises for discovery were now continuous. Bartholomew Gilbert, 
returning from the West Indies, made an unavailing search for the colony of 
Raleigh. It was the last attempt to* trace the remains of those unfortunate 
men! But as the testimony of Bring had confirmed the reports of Gosnold, 
the caneer of navigation was vigorously pursued. An expedition, in 1605, 
promoted by the earl of Southampton and Lord Arundel, of Wardour, ana 
commanded by George Weymouth, who, in attempting a northwest pass^e, 
had already explored the coast of Labrador, now disco\ ered the Penob^ot 
river. Wejmiouth left England in March, and, in about six weeks, came in 
sight of the American continent near Cape Cod. Turning to the north, he 
approached the Coast of Maine, and ascended the western branch of the 
Penobscot beyond Belfast Bay. Five natives were decoyed on board the 
ship, and Weymouth, returning to England, gave three of them to Sir Ferdi- 
nand Gorges, a friend of Raleigh, and governor of Plymouth. 

Such were the voyages which led the way to the colonisation of the United 
States. The daring and skill of these earliest adventurers upon the ocean 
deserve the highest admiration. The difficulties of crossing the Atlantic were 
new, and U required great courage to encounter hazards which ignorance 
exa^rateo. The character of the prevalent winds and currents was unknown. 
The possibility of making a direct passage was but graduall)^ discovered. The 
imagmed dangers were infinite; the real dangers, exceedingly great. The 
ships at first enmloyed for discovery were generally otf less than one hundred 
tons burthen; Frobisher sailed in a vessel of but twenty-five tons; two of 
those of Columtius were without a deck; and so perilous were the voyages 
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deemed, ^that the Bailors were accustomed, before embarking, to perform 
solemn ac^s of devotion, as if to prepare for eternity. The anticipation of 
disasters was not visionary; Columbus was shipwrecked twice, and once 
remained for eight months on an island, without any communication with the 
civilised world; Hudson was turned adrift in a small boat by a crew whom 
suffering had rendered mutinous; Willoughby perished with cold; Roberval, 
Parmenius, Gilbert — and how many others? — went down at sea; and such 
was the state of the art of navigation, that intrepidity and skill were unavailing 
against the elements without the favour of heaven./ 





CHAPTER V 

VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND TO THE RESTORATION 

[160(W660 A D ] 


" Being for most part of such tender education*?, and small experi- 
ence m Martiall accidents because they found not liO'valist (’ities, nor 
such laire houses, nor at their owne wishes any of iheir accustomed 
dainties with feather beds and downo pillow eu Ta\ ernes and Ale 
houbes in every breathing place, neither such phntic of gold and siher 
and dissolute libeFtie as they Expected, they had little or no care of 
anything but to pamper their belln s, to lly away with our Pinnaces 
or procure their meanes to returne to England. For the country was 
to them a misery, a ruine, a death, a hell, and their reports here, and 
their actions there according "—Captain John Smith.*' 

The accession of James I in 1603 to the English throne and the ^leax^ 
which he negotiated with Spain having put an end to priva^ring expedi- 
tions against the Spanish settlements, the attention of English merchants, 
navigators, and adventurers was now directed to more peaceful enterprises. 
Commerce and colonisation took the place of piracy and plunder. Sir Walter 
Raleigh was in the Tower, attainted of high treason for his attempt to sub- 
stitute Arabella Stuart instead of James I as Elizabeth’s successor. His patent 
being forfeit by his attainder, James I granted a new charter (April 10th, 
1606), by which the American coast, between the thirty-fourth and the forty- 
fifth degree of north latitude — from Cape Fear to Passamaquoddy Bay — 
was set apart to be colonised by two rival companies [or rather, one company 
in two divisions], one composed chiefly of London adventurers, the other of 
residents in the west of England, especially at Plymouth and Bristol, at that 
time the chief seats of the west country trade. Liverpool, as yet, was an 
inconsiderable village, and the north of England if pastoral country. 

The advcmcement of the divine glory, “by bringing the Indians and 
savages resident in those parts to human civility and a settled and quiet 
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returns. 

By the provisions of the charter, the London Company, whose settlement 
was to be distinguished as the First Colony of Virginia, might plant any- 
where between thirty-four and forty-one degrees of north latitude, or between 
Cape Fear and the east end of Long Island. The Plymouth Company, whose 
settlement was to be called the Second Colony of Virginia, might plant any- 
where between the thirty-eighth and forty-fifth degrees of north latitude, 
or between Delaware Bay and Halifax; but neither company was to begin 
its settlement within a hundred miles of any spot previoumy occupied by the 
other. Each colony was to extend along the coast fifty miles either way 
from the point first occupied, and from the same point inland and seawarci, 
either way, one hundred miles, including all islands within that distance, and 
embracing ten thousand souare miles of continental territory. A council, 
resident in each colony, to oe composed of thirteen members nominated by 
the king, was to manage local affairs. No settlement was to be allowed 
inland of either colony without the express consent of its council. A “ Council 
of Virginia,” resident in England, its members also appointed by the king, 
was to exercise a general superintendence over both colonies. 

The two companies were authorised to search for mines, paying the king 
a fifth of all gold and silver, and a fifteenth of all copper. They were empow- 
ered to coin money, to invite and carry over adventurers, to repel iqtoiders, 
to levy duties for their own use during twenty-one years, and to expoft go^ds 
from England free of all imposts for seven years. Lands in the colony Were 
to be held of the king, on the most favourable tenure; the colonists and their 
children to have all the rights of native-born Englishmen. 

A few months after the grant of this charter, James issued '' Instructions 
for the government of Virginia,” in which he appointed a council, as pro- 
vided for in the charter, to be increased or altered at the kind’s pleasure, and 
authorised to nominate and superintend the local councils, reduced by these 
instructions to seven members each, who afanually were to choose a president 
from their own number, with power to suspend him or any councillor for 
good cause, and to fill vacancies till new appointments came from England; 
the president to have a double vote. It was made the especial duty of these 
councils to provide that the true word and service of God, according to 
the rites and service of the Church of England, be preached, planted, and 
used in the colonies and among the neighbouring savages.” Tumults, rebel- 
lion, conspiracy, mutiny, and sedition, along with five other offenses, aU tri- 
able by jury, were declared capital. For fi\e years after their first .planta- 
tion, the tr^e and industry of the colonists were to remain a common stock, 
or “ two or three stocks at the most,” to be managed, in each colony, by a 
factor selected annually by the local council, and in England by committees 
appointed for that purpose. A knowledge of these provisions is necessary 
to make the early history of Virginia intelligible. 

THE LONDON COMPANY SETTLES VIRGINIA AT JAMESTOWN (1607 A.D.) 

The persons named in the charter of Virginia as founders of the London 
Company were Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hakluyt, and 
Edwin Maiia Wingfield. Others were persuaded, or had previously agreed 
to take part in the enterprise, especially Sir Thomas Smith, an eminent mer- 
clmnt of London, one of the assignees of Raleigh’s patent, who was chosen 
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treasurer of the new company. For every sum of £12 lOt., about fdO, paid 
into the company's treasury, the contributor was eoddtled to a hundr^ acres 
of land, and as much more when the first lot was cultivated. This was called 
** the adventure of the purse.” Under the head of ” personal adventure,” 
whosoever emigrated to Virginia, or carriai others tUther at his own enense, 
was to be allowed a hundr^ acres for each person so transported. It was 
expected by this allowance not only to encourage the voluntary emigration 
of persons able to pay their own expenses, but to promote the transportation, 
at the expense of private individuals, of servants indented or l^und for a 
term of y^rs a species of emigrants esteemed essential to the industry of 
the colony, and which we shall find as a distinct class in all the Anglo-iUner- 
ican settlements. On all grants of land a quit-rent was reserv^. 

The company thus organised fitted out three vessels, under the command 
of Christopher Newport, who had acquired a maritime reputation by former 
expeditions against the Spaniards. One hundred and five men embark^ in 
these vessels (December 19, 1606), destined to form the first colon v of Vir- 
ginia, but not very well selected for such a purpose. Of this small number 
forty-eight were gentlemen,” persons brought up to esteem manual labour 
as degrading. There were but twelve labourers, four carpenters, and a few 
other mechanics. The rest were soldiers and servants. The leaders were 
Wingfield, a merchant, one of those named in the charter as projector of the 
colony; Gosnold, whose voyage, already mentioned, had revived the spirit 
of coj^isation; Hunt, the chaplain; and John Smith [not yet twenty-ei^jht 
years "gjd], an energetic adventurer, the historian of the enterprise, in which 
hfe played a conspicuous part. While a mere boy, impelled by a restless spirit, 
he had left home, and, finding his way across Europe, had engaged in the 
Austrian service in the war against the Turks, still regarded, at that time, as 
the common enemy of Christendom. After many adventures, in which he 
gave repeated proofs of remarkable courage and resolution, Smith had returned 
to England, and accidentally forming an acquaintance with Gosnold, entered 
with characteristic zeal into the scheme for colonising Virginia. 

The names of the future councillors to whom the government of the colony 
was to be intrusted were carried to Virginia a profound secret, carefully 
sealed up in a tin box, along with King James’s instructions. Newport pro- 
ceeded by way of the Canaries and the West Indies, and during the long 
passage cabals arose. Wingfield, jealous of Smith’s reputation, accused him 
of a design to murder the council, usurp the government, and make4iimself 
king of Virginia; and on this extraordinary charge Smith was arrested, and 
kept in confinement during the remainder of the pas^e. Several weeks 
were spent among the Caribbee Islands. Sailing thence in search of the coast 
of Virginia, a fortunate storm drove the vessels past Roanoke, and after a 
four months’ passage from England they entered Chesapeake Bay April 
26th, 1607. Tue two headlands at the entrance were named Cape Henry 
and Cape Charles, after the king’s two sons. A party of thirty leading on 
Cape Henry were attacked by five of the natives, and had two of their num- 
ber wounded. Presently the ships came to anchor at old Point Comfort, at 
the mouth of a broad river or estuary. The sealed box was now opened and 
the names of Wingfield, Newport, Gosnold, Smith and three others were found 
in it, appointed to compose the council. 

Nearly three weeks were employed in exploring the country, during which 
the vessels ascended the great river Powhatan, % principal tributary of the 
Chesapeake. The new comers were kindly received at several places by the 
natives, whb now saw white men for the first time. A spot was chosen for 
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settlement May 13th on the north bank of the river, about fifty miles from 
the bay— peninsula which afforded, on the water side, good anchorage, 
and on the land side might be easily defended, but with a low and marshy 
situation unfavourable to health. This spot was called Jamestown,^ and the 
river soon became known as James, or King’s river. ^ 

CAPTAIN JOHN SMITHES OWN ACCOUNT OF THE LANDING AT JAMESTOWN 

Kinde Sir, commendations remembred, &c. you shall vnderstand that 
after many crosses in the downes by tempests wee arriued safely uppon the 
Southwest part of the great Canaries: within foure or fiue daies after we set 
saile for Dominica, the 26. of April : the first land we made, we fell with Cape 
Henry, the verie mouth of the Bay of Chissiapiacke, which at that present 
we little expected, hauing by a cruel! storme bene put to the Northward: 
anchoring in this Bay twentie or thirtie went a shore with the Captain, and 
in coming aboard, they were assalted with certaine Indians, which charged 
them within Pistoll shot: in which conflict, Captaine Archer and Mathew 
Morton were shot: whereupon, Captaine Newport seconding them, made a 
shot at them, which the Indians little respected, but hauing spent their 
arrowes retyred without harme, and in that place was the box opened, wherein 
the counsel! for Virginia was nominated: and arriuing at the place where wee 
are now seated, the Counsel was sworn, and the president elected, which for 
that yeare was Maister Edm. Maria Wingfield, where was inade choice for 
our scituation, a verie fit place for the erecting of a great cittie, about which 
some contention passed betwixt Captaine Wingfield and Captaine Gosnold, 
notwithstanding all our prouision was brought a shore, and with as much 
speede as might bee wee went about our fortification. 

The two and twenty day of Aprill, Captain Newport and myselfe with 
diuers others, to the number of twenty two persons set forward to discouer 
the Riuer, some fiftie or sixtie miles, finding it in some places broader, & in 
some narrower, the Countrie (for the moste part) on each side plaine high 
ground, with many fresh Springes, the jDeepIe in plgces kindely intreating 
vs, daunsiiig and feasting vs with strawberries, Mulberries, Bread, Fish, and 
other their Countrie prouisions wherof we had plenty: for which Captaine 
Newport kindely requited their least fauours, with Bels, Pinnes, Needles, 
beades, or Glasses, which so contented them that his liberallitie made them 
follow V3, from place to place, and euer kindely to respect vs. 

In the midway staying to refresh our selues in a little He foure or fiue 
sauages came vnto vs which described vnto vs the course of the Riuer, and 
after in our ioumey, they often met vs trading with vs for such* prouision as 
wee had, and arriuing at Arsatecke, hee whom we supposed to bee the chiefe 
King of all the rest, moste kindely entertained vs, giuing vs in a guide to go 
with vs up the Riuer to Powhatan, of which place their great Emperor 
taketh his name, where he that they honored for King vsed vs kindely. But 
to finish this discourie, we passed on further, where within an ile we were 
intercepted with great craggy stones ye in the midst of the riuer where the 
water lalleth so rudely, and with such a violence, as not any boat can pos- 
sibly passe, and so broad disperseth the streame, as there is not past fiue or 

[1 Ab this settlement was in the vast region claimed by Spain under the name of Florida, 
there was constant danger of incursions like that of Menendez against the French, as described 
in the last chapter. Indeed Dr. Alexander Brown has recently published the correspondence 
between the king of Spain and his minister at London, both of them eager to wipe out the 
Jamestown settlement, but deferring hostilities in the hope that this colony would-be abandoned 
as had so many others.] 



VIEGINIA AND MARYLAND TO THE RESTORATION 571 

[1607 A.D.] 

eixe Foote at a low water, and to the shore scarce passaM with a baige, the 
water floweth foure foote, and the freshes by reason of the Rockes haue left 
markes of the inundations 8 or 9 foote: the South side is plains low ground, 
and the north side high mountaines, the rockes being of a grauelly nature, 
interlaced with many vains of glistring spangles. 

That night we returned to Powhatan : the next day (being Whitsunday 
after dinner) we returned to the fals, leauing a mariner in pawn with the 
Indians for a guide of theirs, hee that they honoured for King followed vs by 
the riuer, That aftemoone we trifled in looking vpon the Rockes and riuer 
(further he would not goe) so there we erected a crosse, and that night taking 
our man at Powhatans, Cap. Newport congratulated his kindenes with 
a Gown and a Hatchet: returning to Arsetecke, and stayed there the next 
day to obserue the height thereof, & so with many signes of loue we 
departed.^ 


E.\IILY JEALOUSIES 

Exercising the powers conferred upon them by the royal instructions, the 
council excluded Smith, and chose Wingfield president. It was proposed to 
send Smith to England; nor was it without difficulty that he obtained the 
privilege of being tried in the colony. Meanwhile, with Newport, he explored 
James river as high up as the falls, where they were hospitably entertained at 
an Indian village there. On their return, they found the colonists at James- 
town already in a quarrel with the natives; but this difficulty was soon 
arranged. Smith was tried, and, being honorably acquitted by the jury, 
who levied heavy damages on Wingfield, his accuser, he was now, by the 
mediation of Hunt, restored to his seat in the council. 

All that part of the present state of Virginia below the falls of the rivers 
was found by tihe English in the possession of native tribes of Algonquin 
speech, united in a confederacy, called by the settlers the Powhatans, plural 
of the name by which they distinguished the great chief at its head. This 
chief, “a tall, sour, athletic man* about sixty years old,” who dwelt sometimes 
at Werowocomo, on the north bank of the York river, and sometimes at the 
falls of the James river, was magnified by the colonists into the emperor 
of Virginia.” 

The Powhatan confederacy embraced more than forty clans or petty 
tribes, scattered over a great space, living together in little hamiets, few 
of which had so many as two or three hundred inhabitants. James river, 
above the falls, was inhabited by the five tribes of the Monicans, generally 
hostile to the Powhatans, as were the Mannahoacs, a confederacy of eight 
tribes inhabiting the upper courses of the Rappahannock and the Potomac. 
These two confederacies appear to have spoken dialects of the Wyandot 
language. The total population of the three confederacies, including all the 
Indians west of Chesapeake Bay, as far as the Blue Ridge, did not probably 
exceed fifteen or twenty thousand. But to the few English they appeared 
very numerous. 

Shortly after Newport’s departure for England in June, the colonists 
began to suffer from disease, aggravated by want of proper food. The 
water was bad; their provisions, doled out in small allowances from the 
common store, consisted principally of wheat and barley heated and dam- 
aged on the long voyage. To this they added crabs and sturgeons, with 
Timich the river abounded. The natives began ^ain to grow unfriendly. 
Disease wlis aggravated by melancholy and despair. From May to Septem- 
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ber half the colonists died, among others Gosnold, after whose death the 
council could hardly agree.<2 

Wingfield, the president at that time, has left an account from which we 
quote; he refers to himself in the third person.^ 

WINGFIELD, THE FIRST PRESIDENT'S ACCOUNT OF EARLY PRIVATIONS 

About this tyme, diuers of our men fell sick. We myssed aboue fforty 
before September did B&d us; amongst whom was the worthy and religious 
gent, Captn. Bartholomew Gosnold, upon whose liefs stood a great part of 
the good succes and fortune of our gouernment and colony. In his sicknes 
tyme, the President did easily foretel his owne deposing from his command; 
so much differed the President and the other Councellors in managing the 
government of the Collonye. 

Sicknes had not now left us vj able men in our towne. God's onely mercy 
did now watch and warde for us: but the President hidd this our weaknes 
carefully from the salvage; neuer suffring them, in all his tyme to come into 
our towne. The vj^" of September, Pasyaheigh sent vs a boy that was run 
from vs. This was the first assurance of his peace w^** vs; besides, wee 
found then no canyballs. 

Tbe Council demanded some larger allowance for themselues, and for 
some sick, their fauorites; w®** the President would not yeeld vnto, w^** out 
their warrants. This matter was before ppounded by Captn. Martyn, but so 
nakedly as that he neyther knew the quantity of the stoare to be but for 
xiij weekes and a half, under the Cap Merchaunt’s hand. He prayed them 
further to consider the long tyme before we expected Captn. Newport's 
retorne; the incertainty of his retome, if God did not fauor his voyage; 
the long tyme before our haruest would bee ripe; and the doubtfull peace 
that wee had w'** the Indyans, w®** they would keepe no longer than oppor- 
tunity served to doe vs mischief. a 

It was then therefore ordered that euery meale of fish or fleshe should 
excuse the allowance for poridg, both against the sick and hole. The Coun- 
cell, therefore, sitting againe upon this proposition, instructed in the former 
reasons and order, did not thinke fit to break the former order by enlarging 
their allowance, as will appeare by the most voyces reddy to be shewed under 
their handes. Now was the common store of oyle, vinigar, sack, & aquavite 
all spent,^saueing twoe gallons of each: the sack reserueof for the Communion 
Table, the rest for such extreamityes as might fall upon us, w®** the President 
had onely made knowne to Captn. Gosnold; of w®“ course he liked well. 
The vessells wear, therefore, boonged vpp. When Mr. Gosnolci was dead, 
the President did acquaint the rest of the Counsell w‘*^ the said remnant! 
but. Lord, how they then longed for to supp up that little remnant! for they 
had nowe emptied all their own bottles and all other that they could smell 
out. 

The President, well seeing to what end their yinpacience would grow, 
desired them earnestly & often tymes to bestow the rresidentshipp amonge 
themselues; that he would obey, a private man, as well as they could com- 
and. But they refused to discharge him of the place; sayeing they mought 
not doe it, for that hee did his Ma^^® good service m yt. In this meane tyme, 
the Indians did daily relieue us w'*^ come and fleshes, that, in three weekes, 
the President had reared vpp xx men able to worke; for, as his stoare 
increased, he mended the comon pott; he had laid vp, besides, prouision for 
3 weekes’ wheate before hand.« 
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CAPT. J(»K»BII1TH’8 ADVENTUBBS 

T^ngfield waa accused of appropriatmg the beat atom to hia own piivate 
use, and of living in luxury while the others were starviiig. He attempted to 
escape from the unfortunate colo^ in a bark which Newport had left, but 
was detected, deposed from his office of president, and, moDg with K^dali, 
one of his confederates, was expelled the council. That b^y was now reduced 
to three members, ^he vacancies occasioned by the departure of Newport, the 
death of Gosnold, and the recent expulsions remai^g unfilled. Katoliffe, 
the new president, was inefficient, ana the management of affairs fell chieflv 
into the hands of Smith. Inspiring his companions with a portion of hu 
own energy, he induced them to build a palisadoed fort as a protection against 
the Indians, and to erect huts for the winter. As the season approached for 
gathering the Indian com, with a few attendants he visited the neighbouring 
tribes, and by presents and caresses among the friendly, and open &roe upon 
the unwilling, obtained a much-needed supply. Plots still continued to be 
formed by Wingfield, Kendall, and others, for leaving the colony, and an 
encounter presently took place, m which these plotters were defeated, and 
Kendall was killed. As wmter set in, abundance of game and wild fowl dis- 
sipated all apprehensions of famine. 

Matters thus in a more favourable train. Smith set out to explore the 
Chickahominy, a tributary which entered James river a little above James- 
town. No just ideas were yet entertained as to the breadth of the continent^ 
which was still believed to be as narrow at the north as it was known to be 
in Mexico. The colonists were specially instructed to seek for a passage to 
the South Sea; and it was thougnt that possibly the Chickahominy mightr 
lead thither. Having ascended as high as he could in his barge, Smith fol- 
lowed up the stream m a canoe, with two colonists and two Indians for com- 
panions, and when the canoe would float no longer, he left the two colonists 
to guard it, and struck inland with a single Indian as a guide. 

Set upon unexpectedly by a large party of natives, who had alreac^ sur- 
prised and killed the two men loft to guard his canoe, Smith bound his Indian 
guide to his arm as a buckler, and made a vigorous defense, killing three of 
his assailants; but as he retreated backward, he presently uink into a miry 
swamp, and was taken prisoner. His captors would have killed him, but he 
amused them with a pocket compass, (krried in a sort of triumph through 
several villages, he was taken before Powhatan at Werowocomo, about four- 
teen miles north of the English settlement. An attempt was made to engage 
his services— at least so Smith understood it — in surprising the colonists 
at Jgmestown. Having failed in this, after much consultation it was revived 
to put him to death. He was dragged to the ground and Taccording to 
Smithes own story] his head placed upon a stone; Powhatan raised a club 
to dash out his brains, when Pocahontas, the sachem’s favourite daughter, 
a child ten or twelve years old, rushed through the crowd, clasped in her 
arms the head of the victim, and, resting her own upon it, averted the fatal 
blow. His life was saved; many new ceremonies pass^ between him imd 
the Indians, and after seven weeks’ captivity, accompanied by twelve Indian 
guides, he was sent back to Jamestown in January, 1608.<* This is Smith’s 
own account of the transaction, in his letter introducing Pocahontas to the 
queen: 

“ Some ten years ago, being in Virginia, anc^ taken prisoner by the power 
of Powhatan, their chief king, I received from this great savage exceeding 
great coui*tesy, especially from his son Nantaquans, the most manhest, come- 
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liest, boldest spirit 1 ever saw in a savage, and his sister Poeahontas, the 
king’s most'^dear and well-beloved daughter, being but a chilcf of twelve or 
thirteen years of age, whose compassionate pitiful heart, of desperate estate. 


f ave me much cause to respect her. l being the hist Uhristian this proua 
ing and his grim attendants ever saw, and thus enthralled in their barbarous 
power, 1 cannot say I felt the least occasion of want that was in the power 
of these my mortal foes to prevent, notwithstanding all their threats. After 
some six weeks falling amongst these savage courtiers, at the minute of my 
execution, she hazarded the beating of her own brains to save mine, and not 
only that, but so prevailed with her father that I was safely conducted to 
James Town.”/ 


THE TRADITIONAL POCAHONTAS 

Romance has nothing stranger than the life of Captain John Smith. He 
attracted adventures as a magnet gathers iron filings. His own account of 
his life has overtaxed the credulity of many a person versed in the possibilities 

of history. And yet side evidences 
verify some of his most in^robable 
feats, as that of the three Turks he 
claimed to have beheaded in succes- 
sive single combats. On the other 
hand, the Hungarians laugh at his ac- 
counts of his life and honours among 
them as absolutely impossible. But 
strip from his narration all that the 
severest critics disallow, and there is 
left enough incident to furnish forth a 
dozen ordinary lives. The remarkable 
accuracy with which Sftiith made maps 
and surveys under greyest hardships 
argues for a mind not wholly averse to 
exact truth, although the comparison 
of his earlier writings with his later 
show that his stories had a tendency 
to grow. Those were times when ad- 
ventures were to be had for the asking 
in all parts of the world, and Smith’s 
John Smith adventures are only a little more varied 

( 1579 - 1631 ) than the sober record of the life of 

the novelist and playwright Cervantes. 

Smith’s story of Pocahontas has been a chess-boara of critical ingenuity 
and exercise. People who know nothing else of colonial history know the 
story of how Pocahontas rescued Smith by laying her pretty head upon his 
as the clubs of the executioners were about to descend. It is among the 
most fascinating pictures in history or fiction. It was not till 1860 that any 
historian ever hinted at an inaccuracy in the story. In that year Charles 
Deanes (in a note to a privately printed edition of Wingfield’s Discourse 
from which we have already quot^) called attention to a discrepancy in 
Smith’s accounts. He showed how Smith did not mention the Pocahontas 
rescue in his first account; but many years afterward, when Pocahontas was 
the sensation of Ijondon, an(i it would add romance to his own career to be 
associated with her, he developed the story. Deane’s theory was more fully 
exploited in 1867 by Henry Adams* * • 
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Here is w example of Smith’s improvem^ts; in his first account, the 
True BeUdim of IfiOS, he says that when he returned frcNn his captivity, he 
wae tried for losing the lives of the two men who had accompanied him and 
was to have been put to death the next day, but '' in the midst of my miseriee 
it pleased God to send Captain Nuport/’ who saved his life. In his later 
account, the General Historie of 1624, he says that on his return from cap- 
tivity he found out the conspirators against him and “ he quietly tooke such 
order with such lawyers, that he layd them by the heeles till he sent some of 
them prisoners for England.” 

It is impossible here to go into the arj^ments pro and con the Pocahontas 
story. The arguments against its credibility are numerous and attractive, 
but they are not without flaws. The arguments in support of Smith are 
even less complete. But, after all, the adventure is one the like of which has 
frequently happened in Indian history; there is nothing in the least incri^- 
ible about it, and as to the inconsistencies in its publication, we have but to 
study published accounts of any event of our own day to see how deeply 
inconsistencies are imbedded in all human chronicle. Among those who had 
cordially accepted the Pocahontas story, in the face of the assaults upon it, 
have been John Fiske* and John Esten Cooke./ On the opposite side are 
those mentioned and most of the late historians, especially E. D. Neill.^ 
Leaving the controversy, then, as what it must alw'ays remain, a matter of 
controversy and individual opinion, we return to the chronicle. Certain it 
is that Smith’s career has importance and romance enough even after Poca- 
hontas is subtracted from it, and that on his return from captivity, after 
being ransomed for “ two great guns and a grindstone,” he founci work 
enough for his hand to do.^ 

, JOHN SMITH AS PRESIDENT 

Smith found the colony reduced to thirty-eight persons, wholly discour- 
aged and disheartened, and some of them again planning an escape in the 
bark. For the thirc^ time, mingliug threats and entreaties, he induced 
them to remain, and having procured from the Indians, with whom he was 
now in great favour, abundance of provisions, he maintained plenty in the 
colony till Newport arrived, bringing supplies and a hundred and twenty 
new settlers. But of the two ships of which this expedition consisted one 
was driven by rough weather to the West Indies, and thus kept back for 
several weeks. 

This new company were much the same sort of people who had composed 
the first colony, vagabond gentlemen, unaccustomed to labour and diraainful 
of it, with three or four bankrupt London jewelers, goldsmiths, and refiners, 
sent out to seek for mines. In a small stream near Jamestown they presently 
discovered some glittering bits of yellow mica, which they mistook for gold 
dust. Everything else was now neglected; there was no thought nor con- 
versation but about digging, washing, and refining gold. Newport, whom 
Smith / describes as “ empty, idle, timid, and ostentatious,” went to Werowo- 
como to visit Powhatan, and deliver to him some presents he had brought. 
His ship was thus kept waiting, the crew trenching on the supply of provisions, 
diminished also by an accidental fire, which destroyed the storehouse and most 
of the huts. At last Newport’s ship set sail for England, laden with fancied 
wealth. Wingfield and some of his partisans ]yent in her. Martin, one of 
the councillors, returned to England in the other vessel, to claim the reward 
prooiised to the first discoverer of a mine. With much difficulty Smith pre* 
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vailed to lo^ that vessel with cedar, which, with a quantity of jidns and funi» 
constitute the first valuable remittance from Viiginia. Bianfn’s place in 
the council was supplied by Scrivener, who had come out in Newport’s 
vessel. 

While the colonists rebuilt their huts and tended their corn-fields, Smith 
employed himself in the exploration of Chesapeake Bay, for which purpose he 
made two voyages in an open boat of five tons, attended by a surgeon, six 
gentlemen, and five soldiers. He explored the numerous-divers and inlets, 
especially on the west side of the bay; entered the Susquehanna, the Patapsco, 
and the Potomac, all of which he ascended to their first falls; and, after sail- 
ing more than three thousand miles, drew the first chart of the Chesapeake, 
which was transmitted to England, and presently published, with a descrip- 
tion of the country. Smith found the Susquehannas, and other Indians at 
the head of the bay, already in possession of iron hatchets, obtained probably 
by way of Canada from the French fur traders in the St. Lawrence. These 
Indians lived in constant terror of the formidable Massawomacs, no doubt 
the Iroquois or Five Nations. Smith himself met with a party of that 
dreaded race returning in canoes from a war expedition. After visiting the 
Mannahoacs at the head of the Rappahannock, and, in the same expedition, 
the Nansemonds and Chesapeakes, at the south part of the bay, he returned 
in September to Jamestown with a cargo of corn. The settlers now also 
gathered the first corn of their own planting. 

On his return from his second voyage of exploration Smith became presi- 
dent of the council, an oflice held for some time previously by Scrivener, to 
whom the sick and inefficient Ratclifie had yielded it. Newport arrived soon 
after with seventy additional people, among whom were two new counciUors 
and two women, the first who visited the colony. There came, also, eight 
Poles and Germans, sent to teach the art of making pitch, tar, potashes, and 
glass. The officers of the company wrote by this opportunity in an angry 
strain. They were much disturbed by a story, started probably by Wing- 
field and the other returned emigrants, that the starving and discontent^ 
colonists, who desired nothing so much as to get away, intended to seize the 
territory of Virginia, and to divide it among themselves. They expressed 
great dissatisfaction that their heavy outlays had yet produced no adequate 
return; and Newport brought special orders to obtain certain intelligence of 
a passage to the South Sea, to send home a lump of real gold, or to find some 
of the It^st company formerly planted on the island of Roanoke. Unless val- 
uable commodities were remitted sufficient to pay the expense of this voyage, 
amoui^ting to £2,000, about $10,000, the colonists were threatened to oe 
left to shift for themselves, as banished men.” ‘ 

Resolved to make the best of such materials as he had, Smith exerted his 
authority with vigour. The gentlemen, taught to wield the axe, and con- 
verted into dexterous woodcutters, were employed in preparing a cargo for 
the ship. To eat, they must work. The common store from which the col- 
onists were fed was mainly dependent on corn purchased from the Indians 
with goods sent out by the company. Newport again visited Powhatan, car- 
rying as presents a scarlet cloak and gilded crown. He wished to engage that 
chief to assist him in exploring the country of the Monicans above the falls 
of James river, and, notwithstanding Powhatan’s refusal, he undertook an 
expedition for that purpose, from which he returned with some specimens 
of alleged silver ore, his m^ starving, sick, and dispirited. Great exertions 
now bwame necessary to secure a supply of provisions. Contributions were 
levied on the neighbouring Indian villages. Smith also visited Pdwhatan for 
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tttme purpMk but found him hoaUle and treaeharoua. Again he was 
saved [he daimsjbv Pocahontas, who came through a stoim at midni^t to 
infonn him of his danger. 

Already Newport’s vessel was dispatched with a cargo of wainscot and 
clapboards, and specimens of tar, pitch, and potashes, prepared by Ger^ 
mans. South wrote, in reply to the complaints of the company, that it were 
better to send out thirty working men than a thousand like the present col- 
onists. Whatever disappointment might be expressed in their letters to 
Virginia, the London Company put a good face upon matters at Imme. 
Means were taken to make the speculation popular, and the number of 
adventurers was greatly increased. Besides many noblemen, knights, gen- 
tlemen, merchants, and wealthy tradesmen, most of the incoiporated ti^es 
of London were induced to take shares in the stock. 

THE SECOND CHARTER OF VIRGINIA (1609 A.D.) 

A new charter was also obtained May 23, 1609, by which the enterprise 
was placed upon quite a new footing. “ The Treasurer and Company of 
Adventurers and Planters of the City of London, for the First Colony in 
Virginia,” were made a corporation, its affairs to managed by a council, 
of which the first members were named in the patent; but all vacancies were 
to be filled by the stockholders, who were also empowered to choose the 
treasurer, the chief executive officer of the company. To this corporation 
was granted a territory extending two hundred miles north from Old Point 
Comfort, the same distance south, and west to the Pacific. The local council 
of the colony, distracted as it had been by cabals and personal jealousies, the 
universal fate of a divided executive, was supierseded by a governor, to be 
appointed by the company’s council in England, and to have the sole super- 
intendence of local affairs. That same council was also empowered to n^e 
laws for the colony, conformable, however, ** as near as might be,” to those 
of England — a restriction inserted into all subsequent charters, and, inde- 
pendently of any charter,.! a fundamental limitation on colonial legislation. 
To guard against the intrusion of Romish superstitions,” the oath of suprem- 
acy was to be taken by all persons sailing for the colony. Under this new 
charter Lord Delawarr wa^appointed governor. Sir Thomas Gates lieutenant- 
governor, Sir George Somra admiral, Newport vice-admiral, and Sir Thomas 
Dale high marshal, all for life. * 

Lord Delawarr’s affairs detained him for some time in England; but a 
fleet of nine vessels set sail at once, with five hundred colonists on boaid, 
including^ twenty women and children. Gates, Somers, and Newport sailed 
m this fleet, with authority to administer the government till Lord Delawarr’s 
arrival. Not able to agree about precedence, these three commanders 
embarked in the same vessel, and, in a violent storm which dispersed the 
fleet, they were cast ashore on one of the Bermudas. The other ships, except 
one whicn was lost, arrived safely in James river. Most of the new comers 
were of the same sort with those formerly sent out, poor gentlemen, indolent, 
dissolute, and insubordinate, or else broken tradesmen, fitter to breed a 
riot than to found a colony.” The old system had b^n abrogated; but, 
owing to the non-arrival of the three commissioners, there was no person in 
the colony authorised to act under the new charter. 

The new comers disputed the authority of Smith, who strug^ted, how- 
ever, to maintain his power, in which, indeed, he was justified by the expreea 
provisionB of die new charter, which continued the old government untu the 
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new^on^ diould be formally organised. To rid himself in part of these trou- 
blesome guests, he established two new settlements, one at the falls of James 
river, the other at Nansemond, near the present site of Norfolk. These 
settlers conducted with great insolence, and soon involved themselves in dis- 

E ute with the neighbouring Indians. Smith quieted matters for the moment; 

ut the colonv soon lost his valuable services. Severely wounded by the 
accidental explosion of his powder-bag as he was sleeping in hb boat, he was 
obliged in October to return to England, in one of the newly arrived vesseb, 
for surgical aid.' He left near five hundred persons in Virginb, well sup- 
plied with arms, provisions, and goods for the Indian traffic. Jamestown 
nad a fort, church, store-house, and about sixty dwelling houses, with a 
stock of hogs, goats, sheep, fowb, and a few horses; but the cultivated land, 
the produce of which went into the colony store, was limited to thirty or 
forty acres. The main resource for food was corn purchased or extorted from 
the Indians, and dealt out from the common store. 

THE STARVING TIME; DALE’s ADMINISTRATION 

At Smith’s departure the colonists gave themselves up to riot and idle- 
ness. They wastefully consumed the store of provisions, killed the stock, 
traded away their arms with the natives, and presently suffered severely from 
famine. Ratcliffe, with a numerous party, on a trading expedition for com, 
was waylaid by the Indians, and cut off with all his company. Many strag- 
glers, wandering about in search of food, suffered the same fate. A com- 
pany of thirty seized a small vessel belonging to the colony, and sailed away 
to turn pirates. In the traditions of Virginia, this period was long remem- 
bered as “ the Starving Time.” In six months there were only sixty persons 
remaining, and those so feeble, dejected, and destitute that, without aid, 
they could not have survived for ten days longer. ‘ 

At thb critical moment (May 26th, 1610) Newport, filates, and Somers, 
with an hundred and fifty men, arrived from Bermuda, in two small vessels 
built of the cedar of that island and tlfe fragments of their stranded ship. 
Even shipwreck had not reconciled the jealous commissioners, who had 
formed two parties, and had built separate vesseb. Arriving from such a 
land of plenty, the new comers were horror-struck at the starving condition 
of the colony. They had themselves but sixteen days’ provisions. It was 
resolved to abandon Virginia, and to sail for Newfoundland, there to seek 
food and a passage home from the fishermen. So great was the dbgust of 
the dbappointed colonbts that on leaving Jamestown they were hardly 
restraint from setting fire to the buildings. * < 

As they descended the river, June 10, a boat was seen coming up. It 
was Lord Delawarr, the governor, just arrived from England, with three 
ships, bringing provbions and colonists. He persuaded the fugitive settlers 
to return to Jamestown, where he entered ceremoniously upon hb office 
with a speech from himself and a sermon from hb chaplain. Somers sailed 
to the Bermudas for hogs, and died there, leaving his name to the blands. 
Gates returned to England for supplies. Captain Argali, in a private trading 
ship, obtained a cargo of com from the Potomac. Delawarr establbhed a 
post at Eiquotan, now Hampton, at the entrance of James river. In pun- 
nhment of mjuries inflicted by the Indians during the late dbtressed state 

[* So Smlth-^ puts it, all*other contempomj accounts say he was sent to England, “ to 
answer some misdemeanors." Both reasons were correct it now seems from a MS. at Petworth 
House In Sunej.] ^ 
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of the colony, he attacked and burned several of their villafles, but* was 
repulsed when he attempted to renew the setUement at the Ndls. Taken 
sick, he presently returned to England (March 28th), leaving F^y as his 
deputy. The colony now consisted of two hundred men. 

Sir Thomas Dale arrived (May 10th) with three ships. Some cattie, and 
three hundred settlers, and, in Deiawarr’s absence, assumed the government. 
He proclaimed a code of laws, harsh and strict, by its excessive severity fitter 
for a camp than a colony, and intended to prevent a repetition of the late dis- 
orders. This code, printed at London by the care of Secretary Strachey, 
remained for eight years the law of Virginia, additional regulations being 
from time to time added by proclamations of the governor. 

Being pperseded by Sir Thomas Gates, who came back from England in 
August with six ships, three hundred and fifty colonists, and a supply of 
live-stock. Dale proceeded to settle a new plantation up the river, enclosed 
by a stockade, and called Henrico, after the king’s eldest son. Another set- 
tlement, called New Bermuda, was established at the junction of the Appo- 
mattox with the James. The Indians who dwelt there were driven away, and 
a stockade from river to river inclosed a considerable extent of ground. To 
all the indented servants of the company Dale assigned three acres each to 
cultivate on their private account. 

GATES, ARGALL, AND YEARDLEY; THE FIRST ASSEMBLY (1619 A.D ) 

The heavy outlay since the new organisation of the company, without 
any return, gave occasion to loud complaints on the part of the stockholders. 
They seem very unreasonably to have looked to the colony as an immediate 
source of mercantile profit. The returned emigrants had brought back many 
unfavourable report; and Virginia, late the theme of such romantic hopes, 
fell into very bad repute. It was sneered at on the stage; even the abancton- 
ment of the enterprise was openly talked of. Something must be done to 
appease these discontents; and a supplementary charter was obtained, under 
which the control of the dbmpany’s affairs was taken from the council and 
given to the body of the stockholders, who were to hold a great and general 
court once in each quarter for more important business, besides meetings 
weekly or oftener for smaller matters. The Bermudas were also annexed to 
Virginia; but these islands soon passed into the hands of a particular disso- 
ciation, and were occupied by a separate colony. The supplementary charter 
also authorised the company to raise money by lotteries, now introduced 
into England fof the first time. About £30,000, near $150,000, were sub- 
sequently raised by this means. 

Captain Argali, again in Virginia with two ships on private account, in 
a new expedition to the Potomac to trade for corn, found Pocahontas there, 
of whom the colonists had seen nothing for two years. With the assistwee 
of the chief of that district, whom he bribed with a brass kettle, he enticed 
the Indian girl on board his ship, and carried her to Jamestown. Powhatan 
demanded the release of his daughter, but the colonists refused to give her 
up except in exchange for some German servants who had deserted to the 
Indians, and the English tools and arms of which Powhatan’s people had 
possessed themselves, by purchase as they alleged, but, as the English said, 
by theft. The Indian chief declined these terms, and vowed revenge, but 
was appeased by a fortunate circumstance. John ^olfe, a young colonist 
of respectable ^condition, having won the favour of the Indian maid, was 
encouraged by the governor to ask her in marriage. Her father willingly 
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consented. He did not care, indeed, to trust himself in Jamestown, but he 
sent two of his princip»al warriors as his representatives at the marriage cere- 
mony. The young bride was baptised, and by means of this connection a 
good understandmg was established with Powhatan.' As yet there were very 
few white women in the colony; yetRolfe’s example was not followed. Inter- 
marriage was urged by the Indians as the only test of sincere friendship; and 
such a course, as a native historian of Virginia has remarked, might have 
prevented the subsequent Indian wars and gradually have absorbed the 
native inhabitants into the growing body of white colonists. But the idea 
of such an intermixture was abhorrent to the English, who despised the 
Indians as savages, and detested them as heathen. They would receive them 
only as subjects. 

Sailing to the eastward on a fishing voyage, in 1613, in company with a 
number of other English vessels, Captain Argali broke up a little station 
called St. Saveur, on the island of Mount Desert, not far from Penobscot 
Bay, which two Jesuit missionaries from Port Royal, dissatisfied with their 
treatment there, had just established, by assistance of a pious lady of 
France. Some of the Frenchmen were allowed to seek a passage home in the 
I^nch fishing vessels; the others were carried to Virginia — among the rest 
one of the Jesuits, the other having been killed in the attack. 

With three vessels and sixty men, piloted by his Jesuit prisoner, Argali 
soon after visited Port Royal, which he burned; but the dispersed settlers 
found shelter in the woods. On his homeward voyage the English com- 
mander entered the mouth of the Hudson, and compelled the Dutch * traders, 
lately established on the island of Manhattan, to acknowledge the authority 
of the English. England was at peace both with France and Holland, but 
the English claimed all that coast as a part of Virginia. This expedition, 
forerunner of future bloody contests for the possession of. North America, had 
no immediate results. Upon the departure of Argali, the Dutch flag was again 
hoisted at Manhattan. The French also re-established'^themselves at Port 
Roysd, where they continued to cany on a prosperous fur trade; and they 
soon occupied other points of the neighbouring cdast. 

By the original proposals of the company, all persons coming to Virginia, 
or transporting others thither, were entitled, for each person so introduced, 
to a hundred acres of land. This allowance was now limited to fifty acres, 
at vhich amount it remained fixed so long as Virginia continued a British 
colony, subject, like all grants of land in Virginia, to an annual quit-rent, at 
the rate of two shillings for every hundred acres. Tlie labourers consisted 
mainly of indented servants, of whom many belonged to the. company. The 
governor had for his support a plantation cultivated by a hundred of these 
servants; and the salaries of other colonial officers were paid by similar 
assignments. Besides the grants to actual settlers, the members of the 
company had received large tracts of land in consideration of their payments 
into the treasury; and other large grants had been made for meritorious 

[* Even Poeehontas' marriage has been onestioned. E. D. Neill ^ has tried to prove that, 
since John Bolfe left a widow and children wnen he died Pocahontas could have been only his 
miatreee, thoagh she is known to have borne him a child. Ralph Hamor,* however, who knew 
Pocahontas ww in Virginia, describes the marriage as taking place about the fift of Aprill,” 
in 1614» and atatee that Powhatan sent her uncle as sponsor and her two brothers as witnesses. 
There can be Utfele donbt that the marriage was formal ; Pocahontas made a sensation in England 
•a Bblfe's wile. She is believed to have died at Gbavesend, March 21st, 1617, as she was sailing 
for her American home. ThdLe is a reference in the records of 8t. (George’s chorch there of the 
death on that date of ** a lady Virginia bom.'* But this is also under dispute.] 

[I Thia mid on the Dutch settlements is denied by some historians ; byOthers the seene is 
laid at the present site of Albany.] 
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servioeSy real or pretended. Tliis engrossment of lands very epily became a 
sut^eet of eomplalnt in the colony. Meanwhile, the euKivatite at com had 
BO increased that, from buyers, the colonists became sellm to the InilUfMiL 
They also had turned their attention to the cultivation of tobacco.' The 
Virginia tobacco, though esteemed far inferior to that of tlM West Indiee, 
sold, however, for three shillings, nearly three^uarters of a dollar, per pound; 
and, stimulated by this high price, the colonists entered into its cultivation 
with such extreme zeal as soon to be in danger of a dearth of provisions 

Dale, who had resumed the government after the departure of Gates, gave 
it up to George Yeardley in 1616, and, returning to England, took withhim 
Pocahontas, Imown since her marriage as the l^y Rebecca. Her husband 
went with her, and several Indian followers; among the rest, a chief sent by 
her father to count the people of England. Pocahontas attracted admiration 
by her modest and graceful demeanour, and was greatly caressed, being rec- 
ommended to the queen’s notice in a petition from Captain Smith, in which 
he recounted her services to the colony, and especially to himselL In those 
days, in which the genius of a Bacon worshipped at the feet of a James I, 
royalty even in a savage was thought to have something sacred about it, and 
Rolfe, we are told, came near being called to account Tor having presumed, 
bein^ a mere private person, to marry a princess. To make some provision 
for him, he was appointed secreta^, an office held before by William Strachey. 
When about to return to Virginia, Pocahontas died, leaving an infant son, 
who was educated in England, and became afterward a prosperous person in 
the colony. Through him and his descendants, the Hollands and Randolphs 
of Virginia have been proud to trace their pedigree from the Indian princess. 

The office of deputy governor of Virginia was conferred on Captain Argali. 
When Argali arrived at Jamestown in May, 1617, to enter upon his office, he 
found the public buildings fallen to decay, and only five or six houses fit to 
be inhabited. Argali governed with severity, and, as the colonists alleged, 
with a single eye to private emolument, assuming for his own use the goods 
of the company, Delawarr was earnestly entreated to resume the personal 
exercise of his authority;, and with that intent he sailed for Vir^ia, but 
died (April, 1618) on the passage off the entrance of the bay already known 
among the English by his name. 

After a warm struggle in the company, Yeardley, the former deputy, was 
appointed governor (January, 1619), and to give greater dignity to the office, 
the honour of knighthood was obtained for him. A few days before Ifeard- 
ley’s arrival. Argali escaped to the West Indies with his property. Presently 
he returned to England, but, through the support of his patrons, evaded all 
attempts to caU him to account. 

Another controversy had arisen which a^ravated the dispute Rowing 
out of the conduct of Argali. Though Sir Thomas Smith had disbursed 
£80,000, nearly $400,000, of the company’s money, with all this expenditure 
and after twelve years’ struggle there were but six hundred colonists in Vir- 
ginia. Some fault was found with the treasurer’s vouchers, and when he 

'* 1612 was a marked one in the inauguration by Jolin Rolfe of the systematic culture of 
tobacco— a staple destined to exert a controlling influence in the future welfare and progress of 
the colony, and soon, by the paramount profit yielded by its culture, to subordinate aU other 
interests, agricultural as well as manufacturing. This influence permeated the entire social 
fabric of the colony, directed its laws, was an element in all its political and religions ^UBtari>> 
ances, and became the direct instigation of its curse of African slavery. It may be added, how* 
ever, as an indisputable fact, that the cultnre of tobacco consltnted the basis of the present 
unrivalled prosperity of the United States, and that this staple is still one of the most proUfUs 
factors in the rettonue of the general government.”] — R. A. Brock.** 
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offered, to xesim the company took him at his word. At this he was very 
much odended, and a violent quarrel ensued between his friends and oppo- 
nents. The vacant post of treasurer was conferred (April 28th) on Sir Eawin 
Sand3rs» a man of &nd liberal ideas, who entered with on the dis- 

charge of his office. Ine holders of grants of land in Virginia were induced 
to send out settlers, and to establish plantations at their private expense. 
The cultivation of tobacco seemed to promise a profitable return; and the 
vessels engaged in the Newfoundland nsheries were availed of to transport 
the emigrants at a moderate cost. 

Yeardley found in the colony seven distinct plantations, to which he 
presently added four more, composed of new emigrants. At the head of 
each plantation was a commandant, at once chief of the militia and civil 
magistrate. The tyranny of Argali had induced the company to re-establish 
a local council as a check upon the governor, and Yeardley presently called 
the first colonial assembly of Virginia [July 30th, 1619], composed of the 
governor, the council, and deputies from the eleven plantations. These 
deputies were called burgesses — a name which they continued to retain after 
the representation was distributed by counties.^^ 

Of this assembly, H. C. Lodge says: “The burgesses prayed the com- 
pany that the clause in the charter guaranteeing equal laws might not be 
violated, and the maintenance of the great English principle of the equality 
of all men before the law dignifies the first meeting of the first representative 
body of America.” Lodge ^ points out that the session was chiefly occupied 
with putting upon the statute books police regulations and sumptuary laws. 
Provision was made, for example, for a tax on tobacco, and for the govern- 
ment of ministers. In a word, nothing could well have been less important 
than the precise laws that were for the moment enacted. Yet the principle 
involved was one of momentous interest ; for the foundations were laid for an 
utterly new development in colonial history. It was a small beginning, but 
it was prophetic oi greater things, — of the now political which Argali's 
tyranny had stimulated.® 

During the year that Sandys held office he sent to Virginia twelve hun- 
dred emigrants — twice as many as there were inhabitants in the colony when 
he became treasurer. Among them were ninety young women, pure and 
uncorrupt,” who were disposed of, for the cost of their passage, as wives to 
the planters. The price of a wife was a hundred pounas of tobacco, worth 
thenrabout $75.00. But half as much more was obtained for those of a sec- 
ond cargo sent out a year or two after. 

There were other emigrants of a sort less desirable. By the king’s special 
order, a hundred dissolute vagabonds, the sweepings of the prisons, familiarly 
known among the colonists as “jail-birds,” were sent to Virginia to be sold 
as servants — a practice long continued as a regular item of British criminal 
jurisprudence, in spite of the repeated complaints of the colonists, and their 
efforts to prevent 

BRITISH CONVICTS AS AMERICAN PIONEERS 

Americans occasionally speak lightly of their forefathers in the early col- 
onies, but at heart they accept them as men and women sanctified by courage, 
conscience, and the irrepressible enterprise that sends the ambitious from the 
comfort of a settled home to the dangers of a new world. It is admitted that 
tnanv of those who left England left it by request, and for the countiv’s 
good,” but it is not generally known how large was this element. Bancroft,^ 
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writing of the early VlrgmiaDa, said “ some of them wen even eonviets; but, 
it must be remembered, the crimes of which they were oonvictod were chiefly 
political The number traoroorted to Virginia for social orimee was never 
considerable.” But James Davie Butler p declares that Bancrctft told 
personally that he had not dared to publish all he knew of the high percentage 
of downn^t criminals and felons among the early settlers. It is known that 
some of the prisoners taken in Scotch and Irish wars were sent to New Eng- 
land and Viigmia and sold, but the largest shipments of these were sent to 
the West Indies, and the percentage of honourable political prisoners could 
not have been nearly so large as some of the American historians assume. In 
fact, there seems to have b^n a vindictive unwillingness to send rebels to any 
less dire climate than the fierce tropics. 

In 1611 Governor Dale begged the king to send to Virginia “ all offenders 
condemned to die, out of common gaoles.” Beginning with 1619, the trans- 
portation of felons, unreformed boys and girls who had been twice punished, 
and others, became regular. They were indentured to the earlier settiers, 
who paid for them in tobacco, which had been mode legal tender by the assem- 
bly of 1619. The Virginia prohibitory enactment of 1670, quoted by Hening,? 
alluding to ” the great number of felons and other desperate villains sent 
hither from the several prisons of England,” adds, “ We are believed to be a 
place only fit to receive such base and lewd persons.” Maryland received, it 
seems, even a larger quota than Virginia. 

New England was not a penal settlement, but desired to purchase trans- 
ported convicts, and actually offered a bounty for this human merchandise. 
Irishmen were sold for a century in Boston, and Butler v thinks that some of 
them must have been felons. Maine also had a large criminal element among 
its early settlers. Philadelphia at first accepted labourers without question 
as to their previous condition of servitude but in 1722 the Pennsylvania 
assembly imposed* a duty on ^^all persons guilty of heinous crimes.” It is 
not stat^ whether this was a tariff for protection or for revenue only; but, 
at any rate, the king shortly forbade such a tax. New York received large 
numbers of felons and vagrants bpth from the Dutch and the English gov- 
ernments. * • 

In 1718 a regular statute in England provided that all persons found guilty 
of such capital offences as burglary, robbery, perjury, forgery, and theft 
might at the court’s discretion have their sentence commuted to seven years’ 
exile in America. Butler estimates the total number of criminals sent to 
America between 1717 and 1775 as ten thousand. In 1768 Scotland also 
began this clearance of her jails. Franklin protested bitterly, and called the 
emptying of ^itish jails upon the colonies a cruel insult. 

But* so it went on till the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, when many 
of the convicts were placed in the ranks of the British invading armies. After 
the recognition of American independence, when convicts could be shipped 
thither neither as servants nor as soldiers, it was found necessary in 1787 to 
form the penal settlement at Botany Bay to receive the refuse of the jails. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, who was connected with the Gentleman's Magazinet 
which regularly published lists of criminals transported to America, once sakL 
with his notorious acerbity that he could love anybody but an Americaa, and 
in 1769 burst out in denunciation of American presumption in claiming certain 
rights. ” Sir, they are a race of convicts,” he said, ” and ought to be content 
with anything we may allow them short of hanging.” A more coi^limentary 
allusion to the results of transportation was made by Doctor Ferguson in 
1844, of whom Dr. Francis Liewr »• says, “ I remarked how curious a fact it 
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was that all Americui women look ao genteel and refined, even the kmest; 
small h^Uja, fine silky hair, delicate and marked eyebrows. The doctor 
answered, * Oh, that is easily accounted for. The superabundance of ^bUc 
women, who are always rather good-looking, were sent over to America in 
early times.’ ” 

Such ridiculous theories have received serious attention and found places 
in sober histories. A little consideration of the great total, in which the 
criminal class could not have made even a considerable minority, will serve 
as a refutation. Admitting the highest estimates as to the number of con- 
victs sent to America — fifty thousand in the course of a centurv and a half 
— it is ridiculous to claim that this small percentage to the total could have 
exerted a deternuning influence on the character of the country. In the first 
place, they came as the humblest of servants, under indentures that made 
them practically slaves for vears. Under the hard conditions of a new world 
and away from the crowded slums, their long period of discipline and healthy 
toil in pure air must have sobered the misguicled into a reformation that made 
them desirable citizens; the hopeless criminals would merely sink to that 
lowest ooze which exists in the depths of every society. 

Virginia has suffered the most obloquy as the home of the convict, but 
the early fame of the colony as a place of remarkably delicate social refine- 
ment, the early existence of private libraries on the plantations of the seven- 
teenth century, and innumerable other considerations prove that the ** first 
families of Viimnia ” came neither from the streets nor the jails. During the 
revolution in England so many cavaliers came to Virginia that the population 
increased from 15,000 in 1656 to 40,000 in 1670. The convict shipments, 
much as they may have relieved the mother country of an overplus of vice, 
unloaded on the New World no more corruption than it could assimilate. 
In fact it may be said that the imported convicts had far less influence on the 
social and political life of the main body than the negroes who began at 
the same time to be unloaded by shipfuls on the colonies j^nd to be treated 
almost exactly the same as the indentured white servants." 

THE FIRST NEGRO SLAVES (1G19 A.D.) 

It was by the free consent and co-operation of the colonists themselves 
that this still more objectionable species of population w^as introduced into 
Virginia, in August, 1619, not without enduring and disastrous effects upon 
the social condition of the United States. Twenty negroes, brought to James- 
town by a Dutch trading vessel, and purchased by the colonists, were held, 
not as mdented servants for a term of years, but as slaves for life. 

Even so late as the first English migrations to America, there might have 
remained, in obscure comers of England, some few hereditary serfs attached 
to the soil, faint remnants of that system of villanage once universal throughout 
Europe, and later prevalent in Hungary and Russia. But villains in gross — 
slaves, that is, who had inherited from their parents the condition of servitude, 
and transferable from hand to hand — had entirely disappeared from England, 
not by any formal legislative act, but as the joint result of private emancipa- 
tions and the discouragement long given by the English courts to claims so 
contrary to natural right. It had come, indeed, to be an establii^ed opinion 
throughout western Europe that Christians could not be held as slaves — an 
immunity, however, not^thou^t to extend to infidels or heathen. The 
practice of buying negroes on me coast of Africa, introduced by the Portu- 
guese, had be^ adopted by the Spanish, English, and Dutcht There was 
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little ioducemeiit to bring them to Europe, where hired labourere mi^t be 
abundantly obtained; but in the Spanish and PortugufiMe ooloniee in Ameiiea, 
especially after the introduction of the sugar manmacture, the da'vo tredsre 
found a ready market, and the cultivation of tobacco began now to open a 
market in Viiginia. 

In buying and holding negro slaves, the Virginians did not suppose them- 
selves to be violating any law, human or divme. Whatever might he the case 
with the law of England^ the law of Moses, in authorising the enslavement of 
strangers,” seemed to give to the purchase of negro slaves an express sanction. 
The number of negroes in the colony, limited as it was to a few cargoes, 
brought at intervals by Dutch traders, was long too small to make the matter 
appear of much moment, and more than forty years elapsed before the colo- 
nists thought it necessary to strengthen the system of slavery by any exiuress 
enactment. 

After a yearns service Sandys was succeeded as treasurer by tlie earl of 
Southampton; but the same policy was persevered in, and during the follow- 
ing two years twenty-three hundred emigrants were sent to Virginia. The 
tr^e of the colony had hitherto been a close monopoly. A joint stock, 
called the Magazine, had been annually formed by subscriptions on the part 
of the company and its members, ana goods had been purchased with this 
joint stock and Sent to an agent in the colony, known as the “Cape merchant,” 
who exchanged them for tobacco and other produce. This trade had provM 
a losing concern, and had occasioned great disputes and dissatbfaction. It 
was now abandoned, and the supply of the colony thrown open to private 
enterprise. 

New plantations were established on York and James rivers, and, for the 
convenience of trade with the Indians, one on the eastern shore of the Chesa- 
peake, and another on the Potomac. John Pory, the founder of these settle- 
ments, was the first to cross by land from the Potomac to the Patuxent. He 
also explored the country south of the Chesapeake, as far as the banks of the 
Chowan. 

An estate of ten thousand screws near the falls of James river, with a number 
of indented tenants to cultivate it, was assigned by the comp0,ny toward the 
endowment of a college for the education of Indians as well as of colonists. 
The money contributed for the same object by some philanthropic individuals 
in England was invested by the treasurer in the establishment of iron works, 
from which great benefits were hoped to the colony, and increase to the fund. 

The cultivation of tobacco had given a sudden impulse to Virginia; but 
the use of it was still quite limited, and the English market was soon over- 
stocked. The price began to fall, and great anxiety was evinced by the 
enlightened treasurer for the introduction into the colony of other staples — 
flax, silk, wine, and the preparation of lumber. New attempts were made at 
the manufacture of glass, pitch, tar, and potashes, and some Italians and 
Dutch were sent out to instruct the colonbts in these operations. 

SOUTHAMPTON TREASURER; THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (1621 A.D.) 

That leaven which presently produced so remarkable a revolution against 
monarchical authority was already working in England, and James' third 
parliament, which met in 1621, after an interv^ of seven years — the same 
which impeached Lord Bacon — protested against the Virginia Company’s 
lotteries as an illegal raising of money without pfrliamentary sanction. 'Hie 
lotteries were stopped in consequence by order in council, and .that resource 
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came to an end. Tlie colony still remained a losing concern. Tbe disputes 
between %he adherents of Sir Thomas Smith and the present administration 
grew every day more vehement. The stockholders had become quite numer- 
ous, and the affairs of the company gave rise, in the courts of proprietors, to 
very lively debates. The king wished to dictate the choice of a treasurer 
more couHly than Southampton, and less an opponent of royal prerogative. 
The farmers of the customs attempted to levy an excessive duty on tcmacco. 
and the company, to escape it, sent theirs to Holland. An order in council 
forbade the exportation of colonial produce to foreign countries unless it had 
first paid duties in England — the first germ of that colonial system after- 
ward sanctioned by parliamentary enactment, and one of the principal 
features in the subsequent relations of the mother country to the colonies. 
Other orders in council, more favourable to Virginia, but having in view the 
same object of augmenting the royal revenue, prohibited the importation of 
Spanish tobacco, or its cultivation in England. 

Southampton and his adherents in the Virginia Company belonged to the 
rising party in favour of parliamentary and popular rights as opposed to the 
royal prerogative. With more conformity to their principles than is always 
displayed in like cases, they induced the company to confirm, by special 
ordinance, the privilege of a general assembly, already conceded to the colony 
by Yeardley, probably at their suggestion. This ordinance, sent out by Sir 
Francis Wyatt, appointed to supersede Yeardley as governor, granted a con- 
stitution to Virginia, modeled after that of the mother country, and itself the 
model, or at least the prototype, of most of the governments of English origin 
subsequently established in America. For the enactment of local laws, the 
governor and council appointed by the company were to be joined by dele- 
gates chosen by the people, the whole to be known as the general assembly. 
For many years they sat together as one body, but for the passage of any law 
the separate assent of the deputies, the council, and the governor was required. 
Even enactments thus sanctioned might still be set aside Ij^y the company. 
The governor and council acted as a court of law, and held quarterly sessions 
for that purpose; but an appeal lay to the .general assembly, and thence to 
the company. , The laws of England were considered to be in force in the 
colony, the colonial legislation extending only to local matters. 

Simultaneously with this civil constitution an ecclesiastical organisation 
was introduced. The plantations were divided into parishes, for the endow- 
ment oWhich contributions were collected in England. A glebe of a hundred 
acres, cultivated bysix indented tenants, was allowed by the company to each 
clergyman, to which was added a salaiy to be paid by a parish tax. The 
governor was instructed to uphold public worship according to the fonns and 
discipline of the Church of England, and to avoid "all factious and needless 
novelties" — a caution, no doubt, against Puritan ideas, at this time much 
on the increase in England, and not without partisans even in Virginia. 

Wyatt, the new governor, was instructed to restrict the planters to a 
hundred weight of tobacco for each man employed in its cultivation; to turn 
the attention of the colonists to com, mulberry trees, vines, and cattle; and 
to look after the glass and iron works. He was also to cultivate a good under- 
standing with the natives; but this injunction, unfortunately, came too late. 

THE INDIAN MASSACRE (1622 A.D.) 

Fovdiatan was dead, ftis successor was Opechancanough, a bold and 
cunning chief, always hostile to the English. Blood had severalctimes been 
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shed cm both sides, esp^ially in the earher yean (tf the ocdonv, but as 3 nt 
there had been no formidable or protracted hostilities* Tte ooloiiists, eonfi* 
dent in their firearms, regarded with contempt the bows and clubs of the 
Indians. The Indian villages, with their cornfields of cleared lands, fertile 
spots aloi^ the banks of the rivers, offered tempting locations to tne new 
comers. Quite unsuspicious of danger from a people whose simplicity they 
derided, and whose patience they despised, the colonists had nemected their 
military exercises, and had dropped aU precautions for defence. In disregard 
of the proclamations which forbade teaching the Indians the use of firearms, 
they were employed as fowlers and huntsmen by the colonists, and freely 
admitted to the plantations. Provoked by the murder of one of their principm 
warriors, and taking advantage of this carelessness and familiarity, at an hour 
appointed beforehand they fell at once upon every settlement (March 22nd, 
1622). A converted Indian gave warning the night before, in season to save 
Jamestown and a few of the neighbouring plantations, otherwise the massacre 
might have been much more extensive. As it was, three hundred and fifty 
persons perished in the first surprise, including six councillors. Several settle- 
ments, though taken unawares, made a brave resistance, and repulsed the 
assailants. 

A bloody war ensued, of the details of which we know little. Sickness and 
famme added their horrors, and within a brief period the colonists were 
reduced from four thousand to twenty-five hundred, concentrated, for con- 
venience of defense, in six settlements. The university estate was abandoned, 
the glass and iron works were destroyed. But the white men soon recovered 
their wonted superiority. The Indians, treacherously entrapped, were slain 
without mercy. Driven from the James and York rivers, their fields and 
villages were occupied by the colonists. Greatly reduced in number, they 
were soon disabled from doing much damage, but no settled peace was made 
till fourteen years had expired. 

The breaking out of this war and the threatened ruin of the colony served 
to aggravate the dissensions of the company, which presently reached a high 
pitch. The minority appealed io the king, who ordered the records to be 
seized, and appointed "commissioners to investigate the company’s affairs. 
Other commissioners were soon after appointed, to proceed to Virginia, to 
examine on the spot the condition of the colony, the control of which the king 
had determined to assume. 

About the time of the arrival of these commissioners (March, 1624), the 
first extant colony statutes were enacted. Thirty-five acts, very concisely 
expressed, repealed all prior laws, and shed a clear and certain light i^n the 
condition of •the colony. The first acts, as in many subsequent codifications 
of the Virginia statutes, relate to the church. Absence from public worship, 
“without allowable excuse,” exposed to the forfeiture of a pound of tobacco, 
or fifty pounds if the absence continued for a month. The celebration of 
divine service was to be in conformity to the canons of the English church. 
The ministers^ salaries were to be paid out of the first gathered and b^t t^ 
bacco and corn; and no man was to dispose of his tobacco ^fore pa 3 ring his 
church dues, under pain of paying double. The proclamations formerlv set 
forth against drunkenness and swearing were confirmed as law, and ths 
church wardens were to present all such offenders. 

The governor was to lay no taxes of any kind, except by authority of t^ 
assembly; and the expenditure, as well as levy of all public money, was to re 
by order of that body only. The governor was mot to withdraw the inhab- 
itants from their private employments for any work of his own, under any 
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public SOTvIce, the whole council must concur in the levy. The old planters, 
before Sir Thomas Gates' last conunf;, “and their posterity," were to be 
exempt from personal service in the Indi^ war except as officers — a provision 
afterward several times re-enacted, with the omission, however, of the hered- 
itary clause The burgesses were privileged from arrest going to, coming 
frcxn, and during the assembly. For convenience of “the more ffistant 
parts," Elizabeth City, at the mouth of James river, and Charles City, at the 
junction of the Appomattox, monthly courts were to be holden by special 
commissioners, as an intermediate tribunal between commanders of planta- 
tions and the Quarterly courts held by the governor and council. 

Every dwelling house was to be palisadoed for defence, and none were to 
go abroad, except in parties and armed, not even to work; and watch was to 
be kept at night. No powder was to be spent unnecessarily at drinking 
frolics or other entertainments. At the beginning of July, the inhabitants of 
eveiy plantation were to fall upon “ their adjoining salvages," as they had 
done the last year. Any persons wounded in this service were to be cured at 
the public charge, and if permanently lamed were to have a maintenance suit- 
able to their quality. To pay the expenses and debts occasioned by the war, 
ten pounds of tobacco per head were to be levied on each male colonist. 

THE VIRGINIA COMPANY DISSOLVED BY JAMES I (1624 A.D.) 

Evident allusion appears in this code to the controversy then pending 
between the king and the company. No person, upon rumour of supposed 
change, was to presume to be disobedient to the present government, nor 
servants to their masters, “at their uttermost peril." The last law of the 
code le^es a tax of four poimds of tobacco j)er head, to pay the expense of 
sending an agent to England to look after the interests of the colony and to 
solicit the exclusion of foreign tobacco. The king's commissioners to examine 
into the state of the colony.'seem to have been looked upon with some suspi- 
cion; and the clerk of the assembly, for betrayal of his trust in furnishing them 
with copies of pertain papers, was punished with the loss of his ears. The 
colonists had some reason to fear lest the recall of the company's charter might 
deprive them of their share in colonial legislation, so recently granted, or might 
even endanger their titles to land. 

ThOfTeports of the commissioners were as unfavourable as the king could 
desire. In vain the stockholders appealed to James' fourth parliament, then 
in session, little S3rmpathy being felt in that body for monopolies or exclusive 
corporations of any sort. The action of the company suspended by procla- 
mation, it was soon called upon to answer to a process of quo warranCo — a 
leg^ inquiry, that is, into its conduct and pretensions. The respondents had 
little to hope from judges who held office at the pleasure of the royal com- 
^inant, aiul the proceedings were soon closed by a judgment of forfeiture. 
Tbus fell the Virginia Company, after spending £150,000, nearly $750,000, in 
establishing the colony. This did not include the expenditures of private 
inffividuals to a large amount, some of whom obtained, perhap^ a return for 
their money, while the outlay of the company was a de^ loss." 

Dr. Alexander Brown calls Viiginia “the first republic in America," and 
endeavours to show that Vimnia had so large a measure of liberty that she 
was in fact a republic, but William Wirt Henry controverts this theoiy as 
“a remarkable blunder," afid comments: “The colonists by their charters 
were guaranteed tbe civil rights of Englishmen, but they never In fact enjoyed 
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them in full measure during the period of which Doctor Brown writes* and 
Vixmnia was not during any part oi tlut tjme a republic**' In subataatiadon 
of this view, Henry • defines a republic, quite oonveiltionally, as a state eon* 
tnfiled by reprefmtatiyes chosen by the people. He contends that the 
colony of Viiginia wm never so governed as to fall properly within this 
definition. The Virginia Company of London was not on Mootive body* and 
that company for a long period was in control, appointing officers and 
defining laws. In 1619, to to sure, an alleged representative l^islarive body 
was oonetituted in Virginia, but the acts of this body required the approval 
of the council in Engird before they had any force ; under which condition 
it is obvious that mo real control of affairs was still very far firom beinff 
vested in the people. The existence of this legislative body, however much 
its powers were restricted, marked a stage of actual progress. But it did not 
make Virginia a republic in any proper sense of the word The same is trUe 
of the appointment of the incorporated London Company in 1612. This 
company was in effect independent of the crown, but it governed in a 
manner moro despotic than ever, for now the council in Virginia was no 
longer permitted to choose its president, who was also governor. Heniy 
declares that all this appears of necessity in Doctor Brown's book, since, 
whatever his prejudices, no could not entirely overlook tbo administrations 
of Gates, Dale, and Argali, nor the documents in which the bitter complaints 
of the colonists were expressed.^ 

The fate of the London company found little sympathy; in the domestic 
government and franchises of the colony, it produced no immediate change. 
Sir Francis Wyatt, though he had been an ardent friend of the London Com- 
pany, was confirmed in office (August 26th, 1624); and he and his council, far 
from being rendered absolute, were only empowered to govern “ as fully and 
amplye as any governor and council resident there, at any time within the 
space of five yeara now last past/' This term of five years was precisely the 
priod of representative government; and the limitation could not but be 
interpreted as sanctioning the continuance of popular assemblies. James L 
in appointing the council in Virginia, refused to nominate the imbittered 
partisans of the court faction, but formed the administration on the principles 
of accommodation. The vanity of the monarch claimed the opportunity of 
establishing for the colony a code of fundamental laws; but death (Mareh 
27th, 1625), prevented the royal legislator from attempting the t^k, which 
would have furnished his self-complacency so grateful an occupation. 


POPULAKITY.OF YEARDLEY AND THE IMPEACHMENT OF HARVEY (1625-1634 A.D.) 

• 

Ascending the throne in his twenty-fifth year Charles I inherited the prin- 
ciples and was governed by the favourite of his father. The plantation, no 
loiter governed by a chartered company, was become a royal province and aA 
object of favour; and, as it enforced conformity to the Church of England, it 
could not be an object of suspicion to the clergy or the court. The king felt 
an earnest desire to heal old grievances, to secure the peraonal rights and prop- 
erty of the colonists, and to promote their pros^rity. Franchises weie 
neither conceded nor restricted; for it (fid not occur to his pride, t^t, at t^ 
time, there could be in an American province any thing like established privi- 
leges or vigorous political life; nor was he aware that the seeds of 
were already germinating on the borders of the Chesapeake. His first Vl^ 
mnian measure was a proclamation on tobacco ; confinnin^ to Viigima tfid 
uie Someifi TaW Bermudas] the exclusive supply of the British market, u n a e r 
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penalty the censure of the Star Chamber for disobedience. In a few 
days, a new proclamation appeared, in which it was his evident design to 
secure the profits that might before have been engrc^d by the corporation. 

There is no room to suppose that Charles nourished the design of sup- 
pressing the colonial assemblies. For some months, the organisation of the 
government was not changed; and when Wyatt, on the death of his father, 
obtained leave to return to Scotland, Sir George Yeardley was appointed his 
successor. This appointment was in itself a guaranty that, as “the former 
interests of Virginia were to be kept inviolate,” so the representative govern- 
ment, the chief political interest, would be maintained; for it was Yeardley 
who had had the glory of introducing the system. Representative liberty 
had become the custom of Virginia. The words were interpreted as favourii^ 
the wi^es of the colonists; and King Charles, intent only on increasing his 
revenue, confirmed, perhaps unconsciously, the existence of a popular assem- 
bly. The colony prospered; Virginia rose rapidly in public estimation; in 
one year (1627), a thousand emigrants arrived; and there was an increasing 
demand for all the products of the soil. 

The career of Yeardley was now closed by death, N ovember 14th. Posterity 
will ever retain a miteful recollection of the man who first convened a repre- 
sentative assembly in the western hemisphere. The day after his burial, 
Francis West was elected his successor; for the council was authorised to 
elect the governor, “from time to time, as often as the case shall require.” 

But if any doubts existed of the royal assent to the continuance of colonial 
assemblies, they were soon removed by a letter of instructions, which the king 
addressed to the governor and council. After much caviling, in the style of 
a purchaser who imdervalues the wares which he wishes to buy, the monarch 
arrives at his main purpose, and offers to contract for the whole crop of 
tobacco; desiring, at the same time, that an assembly might be convened to 
consider his proposal. This is the first recognition, on the jKart of a Stuart, 
of a representative assembly in America. Hitherto, the king5s*ad, fortunately 
for the colony, found no time to take order for its government. His zeal for 
an exclusive contract led him to observe and to sanction the fexistence of an 
elective legislature. The assembly, in its answer, March 26th, 1629, firmly 
protested against the monopoly, and rejected the conditions which they had 
been summoned to approve. The independent reply of the assembly was 
signed by the governor, by five members of the council, and by thirty-one 
b\ugess€fe. The Virginians, happier than the people of England, enjoyed a 
faithful representative government, and, through the resident planters who 
composed the council, they repeatedly elected their own governor. When 
West designed to embark for Europe, his place was supplied b^ election. 

No sooner had the news of the death of Yeardley reached England, than 
the king proceeded to issue a commission to John Harvey. It was during the 
period which elapsed between the appointment of Harvey and his appearance 
m America that Lord Baltimore visited Virginia. The zeal of religious 
bigotry pursued him as a Romanist; and the intolerant jealousy of popery led 
to memorable results. Nor should we, in this connection, forget the hospitable 
plans of the southern planters; the people of New Plymouth were invited to 
abandon the cold and sterile clime of New England, and plant themselves in 
the milder remons on the Delaware Bay; a plain indication that Puritans were 
not then moisted in Viiginia. 

It was probably in the uitumn of 1629 that Harvey arrived in Viiginia. 
TUI October, the name of rott appears as governor; Harvey met his first 
assembly of buigeases in the folloii^ March. He had for several^years been 
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a member of the council; and aa^ at a former da^, he had been a willing inetm- 
ment in the hands of the facUon to which Viigmia ascribed ite earliest gxi^s, 
and continued to bear a deep-rooted hostility, his wpointment could not but 
be unp^ular. Two successive chief mamtrates Wl been elected in Vir- 
ginia. The appointment of Harvey impli^ a change of power among political 
p^ies; it gave authority to a man whose connectiona m England were pre- 
cisely those which the colony regarded with the utmost aversion. As his nrrt 
appearance in America, in 1623, had been with no friendly deogns, so now he 
was the support of those who desired lar^ grants of land and 
concessions of separate jurisdictions; and he preferred the interests of himself, 
his partisans and patrons, to the welfare and quiet of the colony. Tlie 
extravagant language which exhibited him as a tyrant, without specifying 
his crimes, was the natural hyperbole of political excitement; and when his- 
torians, receiving the account, and interpreting tyranny to mean arbitrary 
taxation, drew the inference that he convened no assemblies, trifled with the 
rights of property, and levied taxes according to his caprice, they were betrayed 
into extravagant errors. Such a procedure would have b^n impossible. He 
had no soldiers at his command; no obsequious officers to enforce his will; 
and the Virginians would never have made themselves the instruments of their 
own oppression. The party opposed to Harvey was deficient neitW in 
capacity nor in colonial influence; and while arbitraiy power was rapidlv 
advancing to triumph in England, the Virginians, during the whole period, 
enjoyed the benefit of independent colonial legislation; through the agency 
of their representatives, they levied and appropriated all taxes, secur^ the 
free industry of their citizens, guarded the forts with their own soldiers, at 
their own charge, and gave to the statutes their greatest possible publicity. 
"V^en the defects and inconveniences of infant legislation were remedied by a 
revised code, which was published with the approbation of the governor and 
council, all the jfl-ivileges which the assembly had ever claimed, were carefully 
confirmed. Indeed, they seem never to have been questioned. 

But the whole colony of Virginia was in a state of excitement and alarm in 
consequence of* the diEtfnembemsent of its territory by the cession to Lord 
Baltimore. In Maryland, the first occupants had refused to submit, and a 
skirmish had ensued, in which the blood of Europeans was shed for the first 
time on the waters of the Chesapeake, in 1635; and Claybome [or Claiborne] 
defeated and banished from Mainland as a murderer and an outlaw, sheltered 
himself in Virginia, where he had long been a member of the council.* There 
the contest was renewed; and Harvey, far from attempting to enforce the 
claims of Virginia against the royal grant, sent Claybome to England to 
answer for the crimes with which he was charged. The colonists were indig- 
nant that their governor should thus, as it seemed to them, betray their 
interests; and as the majority of the council favoured their wishes, “Sir 
John Harvey was thrust out of his government and Captain John West 
appointed to the office, till the king’s pfeasure be known.” An assembly was 
summoned in May, to receive complaints against Harvey; but he had m the 
meantime consented to go to England, and there meet his accusers. 

The commissioners appointed ^ the council to manage the impeachment 
of Harvey, met with no favour in England, and were not even admitted to 9^ 
hearing. Harvey immediately reappeared to occupy his former station, and 
remained in office till 1639. The complaints which have been broiuht a^inst 
him, will be regarded with some degr^ of distru^, when it is considered tiiat 
the public mind of the colony, during his administration, was controlled by a 
party wMdh pursued him with implacable hostility. At length he was supei^* 
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seded, ^dSir Franob Wyatt appointed in his stead. Eariy in the next year, 
he oonvteed a general assembly. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF BEBEELET 

After two years, a commission was issued to Sir William Berkeley (Augu^ 
9th, 1641). Historians, reasoning from the revolutions which took place in 
England that there had been corresponding attempts at oppression and cor< 
responding resistance in Virginia, have delighted to draw a contrast, not only 
between Harvey and the new governor, but between the institutions of 
Viiginia under their respective governments; and Berkeley is said by Qial- 
mers^ to have restored the system of freedom,” and to have “effected an 
essential revolution.” We cannot find that his appointment was marked by 
the slightest concession of new political privileges, except that the council 
recovered the right of supplying its own vacancies; and the historians, who 
make an opposite statement, are wholly ignorant of the intermediate admin- 
istration of Wyatt. 

The instructions given Berkeley, far from granting franchises to the Vir- 
ginians, imposed new, severe, and imwarrantable restrictions on the liberty 
of trade; and, for the first time, England claimed that monopoly of colonial 
commerce which was ultimately enforced by the Navigation Act of Charles II, 
and which never ceased to be a subject of dispute till the War of Independence. 

It was in February, 1642, that Sir William Berkeley, arriving in the colony, 
assumed the government. His arrival must have been simultaneous with the 
adjournment of the general assembly, which was held in the preceding Jan- 
uary. He found the American planters in possession of a large share of the 
l^^ative authority; and he confirmed them in the enjoyment of franchises 
which a long and uninterrupted succession had rendered familiar. Imme- 
diately after his arrival, he convened the colonial legislature. The utmost 
harmony prevailed; the memory of factions was lost in a general amnesty of 
ancient griefs. 

Believing themselves secure of all their privileges, the triumph of the 
popular party in England did not alter the condition or the affections of the 
Virginians, The commissioners appointed by parliament, with unlimited 
authority over the plantations, found no favour in Virginia. 

The condition of contending parties in England had now given to Viiginia 
an opportunity of legislation independent of European control; and the 
voluntary act of the assembly, restraining religious liberty, adopted from 
hostility to political innovation, rather than from a spirit of fanaticism, or 
respect to instructions, proves conclusively the attachment of the repre^nta- 
tives of Virginia to the Episcopal church and the cause of royalty. Yet there 
had been Puritans in the colony almost from the beginning: even the Brown- 
ists were freely offered a secure asylum; and several Puritan families, and 
perhaps some even of the Puritan clergy, emigrated to Virginia. They were 
so content with their reception that large numbers were preparing to follow, 
and were restrained only by the forethought of English intolerance. The 
Pilgrims at Plymouth were invited to remove within the jurisdiction of Vir- 
ginia, in 1629. Puritan merchants planted themselves on the James river 
without fear, and immigrants from Massachusetts had establighed themselves 
In the cedony, in 1640. But now the democratic revolution in England had 
pven an immediate political importance to relidous sects: to tolerate Puritan- 
unn was to nurae a xepublicain party. It was, tnerefore, specially ordered t^t 
no minister should pmach or teach, publicly or privately, except m«conf ormity 
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to the constitutions of the Church of En g land , and iioiHMidoraiists non 
banned from the colony. The unsocial 8(>irit of Jioliticsl discord, (bstortaff 
a mutual intolerance, prevented a frequent intercourse between Viiginia aM 
New England. It was in vain ^t the mimsters, invited fram Boston by the 
Puritan settlements in Viiginia, carried letters from Winthrop, written to 
Berkeley and his council by oi^er of the general co\^ of Massachusetts. 
“ The hearts of the people were much inflamed with desire after the ordi- 
nances”; but the missionaries were silenced by the government, and ordered 
to leave the country. Sir William Berkeley was “ a courtier, and very malig- 
nant towards the way of the churches” in New England. 

While Virginia thus displayed, though with comparatively little bitterness, 
the intolerance which for centuries had almost universally prevailed through- 
out the Christian world, a scene of distress was prepared by the vindicuve 
ferocity of the natives, with whom a state of hostility had bwn of long con- 
tinuance. In 1643 it was enacted by the assembly that no terms of peace 
rfiould be entertained with the Indians; whom it was usual to distress by 
sudden marches gainst their settlements. But the Indians had now heard 
of the dissensions in England,' and taking counsel of their passions rather than 
of their prudence, they resolved on one more attempt at a general massacre; 
believing that, by midnight incursions, the destruction of the cattle and the 
fields of com, they might succeed in famishing the remnant of the colonists 
whom they should not be able to murder by surprise. On the eighteenth day 
of April, 1644, the time appointed for the carnage, the unexpected onset was 
begjim upon the frontier settlements. But hardly had the Indians steeped 
their hands in blood, before they were dismayed by the recollection of their 
own comparative weakness; and trembling for the consequences of their 
treachery, th^ feared to continue their design, anti fled to a distance from 
the colony. The n^jmber of victims had been three hundred. Measures were 
promptly taken by the English for protection and defence: and a war was 
vigorously conducted.® 

The Indians were presently driven from their fastnesses. Opechancanough 
decrepit and incapable of moving without assistance, described by a contem- 
poraiy writer as that bloody monster upon a hundred years old,^* was taken 
prisoner and carried to Jamestown, where he was shot in the back by a vin- 
dictive soldier appointed to guard him. The Indian towns were broken up, 
and their “ clear land possessed by the English to sow wheat in.” Opechan- 
canough*s successor submitted; and a peace was made by act of assembly, the 
Indians ceding all the lands between James and York rivers. No Indian was 
to come south of York river under pain of death. The Powhatan confederacy 
was dissolved. *The Indians of lower Virginia sunk into servile dependence, 
and dwindled away, or, migrating to the south and west, were mingled and 
confoimded with other trib«s.<^ 

Of the labours of the Indians on the soil of Virginia, there remains nothing 
so respectable as would be a common ditch for the draining of lands; the 
memorials of their former existence are found only in the names of the rivers 
and the mountains. 

Thus the colony of Virginia acquired the management of all its conrams; 
war was levied, and peace concluded, and territory acquired, in conformity to 
the acts of the representatives of the people. Numbers increased; the 
cottages were filed with children, as the ports were with ships and emigranta. 

They were encouraged by signs of discord among the English, having seen a light !h 
^iames river between a London dlip for the parliament and a Bristol ship for the kuig.-* 
HiLDBaTH.^ * 

H. w. — voxi. xxn. 2 q 
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At GhfifStmafi, 1648, there were trading in Virginia ten ships from Lmidon, 
two fnxh Bristol, twelve Hollanders, and seven frcnn New England. 

SYMPATHY FOR CHARLES I 

The number of the colonists was already twenty thousand; and they, who 
had sustained no griefs, were not tempted to engage in the feuds by which 
the mother country was divided. They were attached to the cause of Charles, 
not because they loved monarchy, but because they cherished the liberties of 
which he had left them in the undisturbed possession; and, after his execu- 
tion, in 1649, though there were not wanti]^ some who, from ignorance, as 
the royalists affirmed, favoured republicanism, the government recognised 
his son without dispute. The disasters of the cavaliers in England strength- 
ened the party in the New World. Men of consideration “ among the nobifity, 
gentry, and clergy,” struck ^^with horror and despair” at the execution of 
Charles I, and desiring no reconciliation with the unrelenting “ rebels,” made 
their way to the shores of the Chesapeake, where every house was for them a 
“hostelry,” and every planter a friend. The mansion and the purse of 
Berkeley were open to all; and at the hospitable dwellings that were scattered 
along the rivers and among the wilds of Virginia, the cavaliers, exiles like their 
monarch, met in frequent groups to recount their toils, to sigh over defeats, 
and to nourish loyalty and hope. The faithfulness of the Virginians did not 
escape the attention of the royal exile; from his retreat in Breda he trans- 
mitted to Berkeley a new commission; he still controlled the distribution of 
officers, and, amidst his defeats in Scotland, still remembered with favour the 
faithful cavaliers in the western world. Charles II, a fugitive from England, 
was still the sovereign of Virginia. “Virginia was whole for monarchy,” 
said Hammond,^ “ and the last country, belonging to England, that submitted 
to obedience of the commonwealth.” 

But the parliament did not long permit its authority tf^be denied. Having 
by the vigorous energy and fearless enthusiasm of republicanism, triumphed 
over all its enemies in Europe, it turned' its attention to the colonies; and a 
memorable ordinance, October 3rd, 1650, at once empowered the council of 
state to reduce the rebellious colonies to obedience, and, at the same time, 
established it as a law that foreign ships should not trade at any of the ports 
“in^Barbadoes, Antigua, Bermudas, and Virginia.” Maryland, which was 
not expressly included in the ordinance, had taken care to acknowledge the 
new order of things; and Massachusetts, alike imwilling to encounter the 
hostility of parliament, and jealous of the rights of independent legislation, 
by its own enactment prohibited all intercourse with Virginia, till^the supre- 
macy of the commonwealth should be established; although the order, when 
it was found to be injurious to commerce, was promptly repealed, even whilst 
royalty still triumphed at Jamestown. But would Virginia resist the fleet of 
the republic? 

But while the preparations were yet making for the reduction of the 
colonies, which still preserved an appearance of loyalty, the commercial policy 
of Engird underwent an important revision, and the new system, as it was 
based up<m the permanent interests of English merchants and ship-builders, 
obtained a consistency and durability which could never have been gained by 
the feeble selfishness of the Stuarts. 

After the lopg-continued efforts which the enterprise of English merchants 
and the indep^dent spirit of English planters had perseveringly defied, 
King Charles, on the appointment of Sir William Berkeley, Had devised the 
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exponent which ym destined to become so odebratecL No imnli with 
colonial commodities, might sail frcnn the harboms of • Viiginia for sojpjiMfts 
but those of England, that the staple of those commodities mig^t be in 

the mother countiy; and all trade with foreign vessels, except in of 

necessity, was forbidden. This ffysbem, which the instructions of Berkeley 
commanded him to introdu^ was ultimately successful; for it saoiiflced no 
rights but those of the colonists, wMle it identified the interests of the English 
merchant and the English government, and leagued them togetheY for the 
oppression of those, who, for more than a century, were too feeble to offer 
effectual resistance. 

The Long Parliament was more just; it attempted to secure to F.ngliali 
shipping the whole carrying trade of the colonies, but with the free con- 
sent of the colonies themselves; offering an equivalent, which the legislatures 
in America were at liberty to reject. The memorable ordinance of 16^ was a 
war measure, and extended only to the colonies which had adhered to the 
Stuarts. AH intercourse with them was forbidden, except to those who had 
a licence from parliament or the council of state. \^ile, therefore, the 
Navigation Act secured to English ships the entire carrying trade witli Eng- 
land, in connection with the ordinance of the preceding year, it conferred a 
monopoly of colonial commerce. 

But this state of commercial law was essentially modified by the manner 
in which the authority of the English commonwealth was established in the 
Chesapeake. The republican leaders of Great Britain suffered the fever of 
party to subside, before decisive measures were adopted; and then two of 
the three commissioners, whom they appointed, were taken from among the 
planters themselves. The instructions given them were such as Virginians 
might carry into effect; for they constituted them the pacificators and bene- 
factors of their country. In case of resistance, the cruelties of war were 
threatened. If VlFginia would but adhere to the commonwealth, she might 
be the mistress of h§r own destiny. 

VIRGINIA CAPITTJIaTES TO* THE COMMONWEALTH (1651 4 .D.) 

What opposition could be made to the parliament, which, in the moment 
of its power, voluntarily proposed a virtual independence? No sooner had 
the Guinea frigate anchored in the waters of the Chesapeake (Marcia 1652), 
than, said Lord Clarendqn,® “all thoughts of resistance were laid aside, ''and 
the colonists, having no motive to contend for a monarch whose fortunes 
seemed irretrievable, were earnest only to assert the frtjedom of their own 
institutions. It marks the character of the Virginians that they refused to 
surrender to force, but yielded by a volimtary deed and a mutiml compact. It 
was agreed, upon the surrender, that the “people of Virginia” should have 
all the liberties of the freeborn people of England; should entrust their busi- 
ness, as formerly, to their own grand assembly; should remain unouestioned 
for their past loyalty; and should have “as free trade as the pwple of Eng- 
land.” No taxes, no customs, might be levied, except by their own repre- 
sentatives; no forte erected, no garrisons maintained, but by their own consent. 
In the settlement of the government, the utmost harmony prevailed between 
the burgesses and the commissioners: it was the governor and council omy 
who had any apprehensions for their safety, and who scrupulously provicted 
a guaranty for their security of persons and propefty, which there evidently 
had existed no design to injure. . j j 

These temfe, so favourable to liberty, and almost conceding mdependence, 
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mie fiUMvMy dbeerved tin the restara^xL HxstoriaDs have, indeed, drawn 
gloomy pioturee of the discontent which pervaded the colony, and have 
represented that discontent as heightened by commercial oppression. The 
statement is a fiction. The colony T^rginia enjoyed liberties as large as the 
favoured New England; displayed an ec^ugl degree of fondness for popular 
sovereignty, and fearlesuy exercised political independence. There hadflong 
existed a republican party; and, now that monarchy had fallen, on whom 
could the royalists rely so safely as on themselves? The executive officers 
becmne elective; and so evident were the designs of all parties to promote an 
amicable settlement of the government, that Richard Bennett, himself a 
commissioner of the parliament, and, moreover, a merchant and a roundhead, 
was, on the recommendation of the other commissioners, unanimously chosen 
governor. Under the administration of Berkeley, Bennett had been driven 
from Virginia; and now not the slightest effort at revenge was attempted. 

The act which constituted the government claimed for the assembly the 
privilege of defining the powers which were to belong to the governor and 
council; and the public good was declared to require “that the right of 
electing all officers of this colony should appertain to the burgesses,’* as to 
“ the representatives of the people.” Thus the house of burgesses acted as a 
convention of the people; exercising supreme authority, and distributing 
power as the public welfare required. 

Nor was this an accidental and transient arrangement. Cromwell never 
made any appointments for Virginia; not one governor acted under his 
commission. When Bennett retired from office, the assembly itself elected 
his successor; and Edward Diggs, who had before been chosen of the council, 
and who, says Hening,? “ had given a signal testimony of his fidelity to Vir- 
ginia, and to the commonwealth of England,” received the suffrages (March 
31st, 1655). The commissioners in the colony were rather engaged in settling 
the affairs and adjusting the boundaries of Maryland, thali in controlling the 
destinies of Viiginia, ^ 

The right of electing the governor continued to be claimed by the repre- 
sentatives of the people, and “ Samuel Matthews,* an old* planter, of nearly 
forty years’ Itanding,” who had been “ a most deserving commonwealth’s man, 
kept a good house, lived bravely, and was a true lover of Virginia,” was next 
honoured with the office (1658). But the worthy old gentleman had too 
exa^d ideas of his station. The governor and council, by message, declared 
the dissolution of the assembly. The legality of the dissolution was denied; 
and, after an oath of secrecy, every burgess was enjoined not to betray his 
trust by submission. Matthews yielded, reserving a right of appeal to the 
protector. When the house unanimously voted the governor’s answer unsat- 
isfactory, he expressly revoked the order of dissolution, but still referred the 
decision of the dispute to Cromwell. The members of the assembly, appre- 
hensive of a limitation of colonial liberty by the reference of a political question 
to England, determined on a solemn assertion of their independent powers. 
A committee was appointed, of which John Carter, of Lancaster, was the chief; 
and a complete declaration of popular sovereignty was solemnly made. The 
governor and council had ordered the dissolution of the assembly; the bur- 
mses now decreed the former election of governor and council to be void. 
Having thus exercised, not merely the right of election, but the more extra- 
ordinaiy rkht of removal, they re-elected Matthews. The governor sub- 
mitted, andacknowledged the vmidity of his ejection by taking the new oath, 
which had just been prescribed. The council was oiganised anew; and the 
spirit of liberty established all its claims. 
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erated in private, and unanimou^y resolved that lUehm Oromiw should be 
acknowledged. But it was a more interesting question, wither the chiuife 
of protector in England would endanger liberty in Virginia. The letter frooi 
the council had left the government to be administered according to foiXDier 
usage. ‘The assembly d^lared itself satisfied with the langu^. But, that 
there might be no reason to question the existing us^, the governor was 
summoned to come to the house; where he appeared in prson, (iWberately 
acknowle^d the supreme power of electing officers to be, by the present laws, 
resident in the assembly, and pledged himself to join in addressing the new 
protector for special confirmation of all existing privileges. The reason for 
this extraordinary proceeding is assigned ** that what was their privilege now 
might be the privilege of their piosterity.” The frame of the Viiginia govern- 
ment was deemed worthy of being transmitted to remote generations. 

On the death of Matthews, March, 1660, the Virginians were without a 
chief magistrate, just at the time when the resignation of Richard had left 
England without a government. The bui^sses, who were immediately con- 
vened, resolving to &come the arbiters of the fate of the colony, enacted “ that 
the supreme power of the government of this country shall be resident in the 
assembly; and all writs shall issue in its name, until there shall arrive from 
England a commission, which the assembly itself shall adjudge to be lawful.” 
This being done. Sir William Berkeley was elected governor; and, acknowl- 
edging the validity of the acts of the buigesses, whom, it was expresmy agreed, 
he comd in no event dissolve, he accepted the office, and recognised, without a 
scruple, the authority to which he owed his elevation. I am,” said he, “ but 
a servant of th6 assembly.” Virginia did not lay claim to absolute inde- 
pendence, but, awaiting the settlement of affairs in England, hoped for the 
restoration of the Stuaris. 

During the suspenswn of thh royal government in England, Virginia 
attained unlimited liberty of commerce, which she regulated by independent 
laws. The ordinance of 1650 was rendered void by the Act of Capitulation; 
the Navigation Act of Cromwell was not designed for her oppression, and was 
not enforced within her borders. If an occasional confiscation took place, it 
was done by the authority of the colonial assembly. Tlie war betweefl Em- 
land and Holland did not wholly interrupt the intercourse of the Dutch witn 
the English colonies; and if, after the treaty of peace, the trade was considered 
contraband, fhe English restrictions were entirely disregarded. A remon- 
strance, addressed to Cromwell, demanded an unlimited liberty. Proposals 
of peace and commerce between New Netherlands and Virginia were discussed 
without scruple by the respective colonial governments, and at last in 1660 a 
special statute of Virginia extended to every Chratian nation, in amity ^th 
England, a promise of liberty to trade and equal justice. At the restoration, 
Virmnia enjoyed freedom of commerce with the whole world. 

Religious liberty advanced under the influence of independent domestic 
legislation. No churches had been erected except in the heart of ^e colony; 
and there were so few ministers, that a bounty was offered for their importa- 
tion. Coxffonnity had. In ^e rei^ of Charles, been enforced by measuiBS of 
disfranchisement and exile. By uie people under ^he commonweidth, though 
they were attached to tiie church of their fathers, all things respecting piyi rfies 
and pari^^ers were referred to their own oi^ring; and religious liberty 
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wvnild^lwve been perfect, but for an act of intolerance (March 1st, 1658) by 
Ulrich all Quakers were banished, and their return regard^ as a felony. 

Vimnia was the first state in the world, composed of separate boroughs, 
diff usi^ over an extensive surface, where the government was oiganised on the 
principle of universal suffrage. All freemen, without exception, were entitled 
to vote. An attempt was once made to limit the right to house-holders, in 
1655; but the public voice reproved the restriction; the very next year, it was 
decided to be ''hard, and unagreeable to reason, that any person shall pay 
equal taxes, and yet have no votes in elections”; and the electoral franchise 
was restored to all freemen. Servants, when the time of their bondage was 

completed, at once became electors, and 
might be chosen* burgesses. 

Thus Virginia established upon her soil 
the supremacy of the popular branch, the 
freedom of trade, the independence of re- 
ligious societies, the security from foreign 
taxation, and the universal elective fran- 
chise. If, in following years, she departed 
from either of these principles, and yielded 
a reluctant consent to change, it was from 
the influence of foreign authority. Virginia 
had herself, almost unconsciously, estab- 
lished a nearly independent democracy; and 
already preferred her own sons for places of 
authority. The county felt itself honoured 
by those who were "Virginians bom” ; and 
emigrants never again desired to live in 
England. Prosperity advanced with free- 
dom; dreams of new stables and infinite 
wealth were indulged; ^hile the population 
of Virginia, at the epoch of the restoration, 
may ha's^ been about thirty thousand. 
Many of the recent emigrants had been roy- 
alists in England, good officers in the war, 
(Lord Baltimore) j^en of education, of property, and of condi- 

(1605-1676) revolution had not subdued their 

• characters; but the waters of the Atlantic 

divided them from the political strifes of Europe ; their industry was employed 
in making the best advantage of their plantations; the interests and liberties 
of Virginia, the land which they adopted as their country, were dearer to them 
than the monarchical principles which they had espoused in England; and 
therefore no bitterness could exist between the firmest partisans of the Stuarts 
and the friends of republican liberty .o 


THE COLONISATION OF MARYLAND 

The whole territory of Maryland was included under the second charter 
of Viiginia; but the dissolution of the London Company bv James 1, in 1624, 
restored to the crown the right to make a fresh grant; and this right was not 
considered to have been vg^^ited by the trading colony established on Kent 
Island, in the heart of the province, by William Claybome, in 1631. 
effective settlement of the province was destined to be made undef the auspices 
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of the Calvert famfly. Gemise Calvert, the first Lord Baltimoie, had eady 
become interested in American colonisation. ^ fimt attempts vm 
on the inhospitable shores of Newfoundla^; and ha twice vimted hla settle- 
ment on that island, freely expending his fortune in 
life in defending the colony against the attacks of the whose paiwipa* 

tion in the fishery rendered them jealous of the Englin aettiers. 

The project was at length abandoned, and Lord Baltimore, tuniing his 
attention towards a more fertile soil and a milder climate, visited Vb^nu^ in 
1629, with the intention of founding a settlement there. But be was acon- 
scientious Catholic ; and his attempts to gain a footing on the soil were resisted 
by the government tendering to him the oaths of^legiance and supremacy 
[which he refused]. Observing that the country north of the Potomac was 
still unappropriated, and learning that the French, the Dutch, and the Swedes 
were preparing to occupy it, he conceived the design of obtaining posseadon 
of this region, and colonising it himself, and easily prevailed with Charles I to 
bestow on him the investiture he desired. 

Having thus obtained a grant of the country, he proceeded to settle it ; and 
while he aimed at rendering his colony the asylum of civil liberty, he, at the 
same time, conceived the laudable design of raising here a shelter for the per- 
secuted of every Christian denomination. He had hardly completed the con- 
struction of his charter, when death, April 15, 1632, terminated his honourabJe 
and useful career. His son, Cecil, inherited, with his father’s title and fortune, 
his liberal views with respect to religious liberty, and his determination to 
plant the colony. In his name was completed and executed the charter, June 
20th, 1632, which described the district assigned him as that region bounded 
by a line drawn from Watkins’ Point of Chesapeake Bay; thence to that part 
of the estuary of Delaware on the north which lies under the ^rtieth degree, 
where New England is terminated; thence in a right line by the degree afore- 
said, to the meiidian of the fountain of Potowmack; thence fofiowing its 
course by the farthest bank, to its confluence.” [It thus included all of Dela- 
ware and a large pbrtion of Pennsylvania ] 

In honour of 4;he queen, Henrietta Maria, daughter of Henry IV of France, 
it received from the king its name of Terra Mariae, or Maryland; and in 
honour of her majesty’s faith, more ample immunities were conferred on it 
than were possessed by any other of the colonies. Lord Baltimore was 
created the absolute proprietary save the allegiance due to the crown. He 
was empowered, with the consent of the freemen, to make laws for the pro- 
vince, and to execute the laws of assembly. With the agreement of the 
people, he might impose all just and proper subsidies; and, on the part of the 
king, it was covenanted that neither his majesty, nor his successors, should 
impose* any taxes upon the colonists, their goods, or commodities. This 
exemption was to be perpetual with Maryland, while, to the other colonies, it 
was Ranted for a term of years only. 

Thus was Maryland erected into a palatinate; the proprietary invested 
with all the royal rights of the palace; while the kir^ exercised towards him 
the highest prerogatives of a feudal sovereign, holding the palatine and his 
domain in feudal tenure. For the population of the new colony, license was 
given to his majesty’s subjects, without distinction of sect or party, to traas- 

[1 Marylajid was thus the first of the proprietary colonies, thonah Lord Baltimore did not 
sail thither he sent his two brothers, Leonard and George Calvert. Of these emigrants MoSheny ** 
says : "all of them were Catholics and gentlemen of f ortunc^and respectability, whodesii^ 
like himael f and as had his father, to fiee from the spirit of intmerance which pervaded Bh irisadt 
and rear their adtars of freedom in the wilderness." With the colonists were two Jesuit prasetikj 
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port thfimselvee ^thor; and in addi^on to the immunitiee already mentioned 
ns beinfgiBiited to than, they were declared to be linemen of the king, and 
entitlea to all the liberties of Englishmen bom in the realm. 

The first body of emigrants, under this charter, consisted of about two 
hundred E^lish gentlemen, and a large number of inferior adherents, who 
sailed with Csonara Calvert, the first governor of the province, in November, 
1633. Having taken the route by the West Indies, and spent some time in 
Barbadoes and St. Christopher; they landed probably on the present Black- 
stone’s Island, then moved to the shores of St. Mary’s river, about four 
leagues from its junction with the Potomac, on the 27th of March, 1634. Here 
Calvert erected a cross and took possession of the coimtry, “ for our Saviour, 
and for our sovereign lord, the king of England.” Aware that the Virginians 
had given offence to the Indians, by possessing themselves of their lands, with- 
out offering any remuneration for them, or even obtaining their permission to 
occupy them, the governor wisely determined to procure their friendship, as 
the first step towards effecting a happy and successful settlement. He there- 
fore submitted to a neighbouring chief his propositions for settling* but re- 
ceived from him an answer of sullen indifference: “I will not bid you go, 
neither will I bid you stay; but you may use your own discretion.” Such was 
the address and courtesy of the governor, however, that not only was this 
sullen warrior subsequently won over to the interest of the colony, but he also 
persuaded the neighbouring tribes to preserve peace with the new comers, 
^ey procured, for a moderate price, a considerable tract of country, within 
the limits of which was the Indian town of Yoacomoco. To this town they 
gave the name of St. Marys, and here was established the capital of the colony, 
plius the method of William Penn was anticipated by half a century]. 

A guard-house and a store-house were erected, and com was planted. 
A friendly visit was received from Sir John Harvey, the governor of Virginia, 
who appears not to have participated in the jealous feeling of his people 
towards the new colony, ^veral Indian chiefs from the intjj^rior came to pay 
their respects to the governor, and were sumptuously entertained on board a 
ship which lay at anchor in the river, the king of Patuxent.being seated, at 
tabl^ between* the governor of Virginia and the governor of Maryland. 

The store-house being finished, and it becoming necessary to unload the 
ship, and bring the stores for the colony on shore, the governor, to impress 
the natives with respect, ordered it to be done with some solemnity. The 
colouiB were brought on ^ore, and the colonists were all paraded under arms. 
Volleys of musketry were fired, which were answered by discharges of cannon 
on board the rfiip. The kings or weroivances of Patuxent and Yoacomoco 
being present at this exhibition, the former took occasion to advise the Indians 
of Yoacomoco to keep the league which they had made with the Ebglish. 
He remained in town several da 3 rs afterwards; and it is said that when he took 
his leave, he made this remarkable speech to the governor: “I love the Eng- 
litii so well that if they should go about to kill me I would command the people 
not to revenge my death; for I know they would not do such a thing, except 
it were throuj^ my own fault.” During the remainder of the year, while the 
En^ish and tiie Indians lived together, in St. Marys, each community occu- 
P 3 nng half of the town, according to a stipulation made between them, the 
utm^ hsjmony prevailed. 

The natives t^tified their friendly disposition by going every day into the 
woods wi^ their new nei^bours, pointing out the b^ resorts of game, join- 
ing t beF * in tl^ chase^ and t>ringing home venison and wild turkeys in abund- 
ance; wdl satisfied with a cheap requital in l^ves, tods, and toyst They also 
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BimpBed them with fidi in pl^tjr, and their women mstmetid the wives of the 
odioiustB in making bread cnmaiae.* AsaentainmarkirftheeBlimeonfidei^ 
of the Indians, their women and children became, In some measursi domeati- 
eated in the Engli^ families. 

The settlement was now making rapid progrem. Fifty acies of land was 
assigned to every colonist, and their numMr beiitf augmented by new emi- 
grations, aided by the judicious administration of Baltimore, a dieary wilder- 
ness was soon convert^ into a flourishing colony. The fact that Midland 
had been granted to the proprietor in opposition to the wishes of the Virginia 
Company, which claimed a priority of right, was a considerable evil to the 
colony, as it tended greatly to aid Claybome in his designs against its pros- 
perity. About a year prior to the date of Lord Baltimor^s charter, t^t mdi- 
vidu^ had obtained from the king license to trade in such parts of America as 
were not comprehended in any prior patent of exclusive trade. His object 
being to monopolise the trade of the Chesapeake, he founded a settlement on 
Kent Island; and being thus in the very centre of Maryland, he claimed juris- 
diction over the whole colony: and although in every legal proceeding he was 
defeated, yet he persisted in asserting his daims, and continued to harass the 
province [with a small boat built “ to cruise against the colonists,” and cap- 
tured after a small naval engagement m April, 1635] until banished from its 
limits by an act of assembly. 

Till this emergency, the colony had subsisted without enacting or realising 
its civil institutions; but the same emergency that now called forth the powers 
of government, tended also to develop its organisations. Accordingly, in 
February, 1635, was convened the first provincial assembly, consisting of the 
whole body of freemen. Various regulations were adopted for the preserva- 
tion of good order, among which was a law for the punishment of murders and 
other fdonies, providing that the perpetrators of such crimes should be trans- 
ported to England, there to be tried by the law of the land. This was intended 
to pave the way for the judicial proceedings contemplated against Claybome, 
who, being soon after indicted for murder, piracy, and sedition, escaped from 
justice; and, in»cohsequence, hisgestate was confiscated. His petitions to t^ 
king proved unavailing’; for^ though he possessed consideraqje influence at 
comt, yet the lords commissioners of the colony pronounced a final sentence 
against him: and his hopes of victory were exchanged for schemes of re- 
venge. 

The second assembly [a pure democracy] was convened in 1637, to consider 
the code of laws proposed by the proprietaiy ; which, contrary to all expecta- 
tion, they hesitated not a moment to reject, substituting in its place a collection 
of regulations highly creditable to their good sense; and such as evinced the 
state &f the pro^ce at this period. The province was divided into baronies 
and manors,' the privileges of which were clearly defined. Bills were framed 
for securing the liberties of the people and the titles to landed propertv, and 
for regulating the course of intestate succession. A bill was passed for the 
support of the proprietary, and an act of attainder against Claybome. The 
population had, by this time, so greatly increased that on the meeting of the 
thud assembly, in 1^9, a representative form of government was established, 
although it was provided that persons who did not vote for burgesses could 
take their seats as members of the assembly. 

Slavery appears to have been ^tablished in Maryland from its earliest 
colonisation; for an act of assembly describes '^the people” to consist of aS 

[* It WM only In this regard that the design of transp&ntlng the institutionB of espbing 
fendaliam to the New World was carried out. *’-^11. T. Bbahtly.*] 



eec THE HISTOHT OF TTEITED STATES ' 

Christ^j;L^inhabitantB/' slaves only The discontent with which the 

VuginianS Temitled the establishment of the new colony, was aupaented by 
the contrast between the liberty and happiness enjoyed by the Marylanders, 
and the tyranny to which they themselves were expo^ from the government 
of Harvey; so that, when their own liberties were restored, they regarded with 
aversion the revival of the patent, being sensible that their interest would be 
impaired by an event that should re-annex Maryland to their territory. The 
mutual animosities therefore ceased, and the new settlers henceforth received 
but little annoyance from this source. But troubles threatened from another 
quarter. Claybome having infected the minds of the Indians with a jealous 
suspicion, which the rapid increase of the strangers augmented, an Indian war 
broke out, in 1642, and for several years afflicted the colony, without being 
brought to a decisive issue. Peace having been at length restored, the assem- 
bly enacted laws for the prevention of the more obvious causes of animosity; 
providing that no lands should be obtained from the Indians without the con- 
sent of the proprietary; that it should be a capital offence to sell or kidnap 
any friendly Indians, and a high misdemeanour to supply them with ardent 
spirits, ammunition, or firearms: by the observance of these laws a peace was 
established, which lasted without interruption for several years. 

But scarcely was peace with this enemy concluded when Claybome, the 
prime mover of all their troubles, was again at work; and by his constant ad- 
nerence to the predominant party in England — whether royal or popular — 
together with the influence he possessed over his old associates in Kent Island, 
he succeeded in raising a rebellion in Maryland, in 1645. [It is known as Clay- 
borne and Ingle’s Rebellion from Richard Ingle who had received letters of 
marque from the parliament, and now arrived with a warship from London], 
Calvert, unprepared for this emergency, fled into Virginia, whereupon the 
government was immediately appropriated by the insurgents, who held sway 
until August of the next year, when the revolt was suppressed. By the 
assembly of 1649, an Act of Oblivion was passed, which extended to all except 
a few of the prominent offenders ; and by the same assembly an act of religious 
toleration was established. V ^ • 

The ''Act Qf Toleration” did, indeed, but carry out* a policy coeval with the 
settlement of the colony, and lately confirmed by the oath imposed upon the 
governor. The first four sections of this celebrated act exhibit, however, but 
little of a tolerant spirit. Death, with forfeiture of land and goods, is de- 
nounced against all " who shall blaspheme God, that is, curse him, or shall deny 
our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, or shall deny the Holy Trinity, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, or the Godhead of any of the said three 
persons of the Trinity, or the unity of the Godhead, or shall use or utter any 
reproachful speeches against the Holy Trinity.” Strange as it may seem, this 
penalty of death remained for two hundred years, still darkening the statute 
book of Maryland! Fine, whipping, and banishment for the third offense are 
denounced against all ** who shall utter any reproachful words or speeches 
concerning the blessed virrin Mary, or the holy apostles or evangelists.” 
Fine, and, in defect of goods, whipping, and a public apology are to be the 


[* Up to the time of the Civil War the condition of the slave was the same in Maryland as in 
the other sonthem states. The first slaves imported into Maryland came from Bermuda (1084). 
The importation of the slave was encoura^d, but there was too large an infiuz of the negro, 
and in 1696 a per capita tax was imTOsed on all slaves brought into the province. By the Treaty 
of Utredfat ** Spain guaranteed to England the monopoly of supplying negro slaves from the 
Spanish- American provinces.** IVdor to the Revolution tne negro population of Maryland was 
90 per cent, that of the white. As far back as 1789 there was a strong anti-slavery sentiment 
In Maryland.--JAifBS HcSnxBBY.v] 
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punishinent to cal^ng any penson within the colony, in a nproaohful nuumery 
heretic, schiematic, idciater, Puritan, Presbytenaiif Inwpeiident, pofndi 
priest, J^uit, Jesui^ papist, Lutheran, Calvinist, Anabaptist, I^wnist, 
Antinomian, Bairowist, Roundhead, Separatist, or other or term, in a 
reproadiful manner, relating to matters of religion.’’ Similar ptenahies am 
imposed for profaning “the^bbath or Lord’s day, cidled Sunday,” by “any 
uncivil or disorderly recreation,” or by work. After this incongruous preface, 
the ^th section sets out “that the enforcing the conscience in matters of 
religion hath frequently fallen out to be of dangerous consequence In those 
commonwealths where it hath been practi'sed,” and therefore enacts that, 
** for the more quiet and peaceable government of the province, and the better 
to preserve mutual love and unity,” no person professing to believe in Jesus 
Christ shall be molested or discountenanced on account of his religion, nor 
interrupted in the free exercise of it; breaches of this section to be punished 
by fine and imprisonment. 

Policy, it is evident, had a much greater share in the enactment of this act 
than any enlightened view of the rights of opinion, of which, indeed, it evinces 
but a very limited and confused idea. Now that the Puritans were trium- 
phant in England, an exclusively Catholic colony would not have been toler^ 
ated for a moment. The sole chance of securing to the Catholics the quiet 
enjoyment of their faith consisted m bestowing a like liberty on the Prot- 
estants — a policy, indeed, upon which Baltimore had found it necessary to 
act from the very first planting of the colony.^ 

McSherry notes also a limitation on the principle of toleration with regard 
to the Jews: “Although Maryland was the original home of religious lih^rty 
in America, yet until the year 1826 no Jew was allowed to hold any office, 
civil or military, under the state government. The history of the agitation 
for the enfranchisement of the Jews is an interesting record of the struggle for 
a ri^ht which te^ay is so manifest that it is difficult to appreciate the grounds 
for its denial at the time. In fact, the basis of such denial was prejudice. 
Finally, at the enfl of the session of 1824, a bill to alter the constitution so as to 
afford relief to pereons {rom political disqualification on account of their relm- 
ous opinions again passed the assembly. The bill was ratified by the assemmy 
of 1825, and by it the Jews attained the status of free men in Maryland.” ^ 

None the less the very idea of toleration was so rare that the attitude in 
Maryland, even if incomplete, has won the highest praise of historians, 
among whom Bancroft is especially enthusiastic.^ 

GEORGE BANCROFT ON THE CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES OF MARYLAND 

• 

George Calvert the first Lord Baltimore deserves to be ranked among the 
most wise and benevolent lawgivers of all ages. He was the first in the history 
of the Christian world to seek for religious security and peace by the practice 
of justice, and not by the exercise of power; to plan the establishment of 
popular institutions with the enjoyment of liberty of conscience; to advance 
the career of civilisation by recognising the rightful^ equality of all Christian 
sects. The asylum of papists was the spot, where, in a remote comer of the 
world, on the banks of rivers which, as yet, had hardly been explored, the mUd 
forbearance of a proprietary adopted religious freedom as the basis of t«e 
state. 

Before the patent could be finally adjusted and pass the great seal, Sff 
George Calvert died, in 1632, leaving a name igainst which the breath of 
calumny Nm? hardly whispered a reproach. The people of Maryland were not 
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eonteiii>.^ri!tti vindicaiing the limitB of their province; they were jealous of 
their libasties. The chaiter had secured to Ihem the right of advising and 
approving in legislation. Did Lord Baltimore done possess the rig^t of origi- 
nating laws? The people of Maryland rejected the code vhidi the proprieta^, 
as if holding the exclusive privilege of proposing statutes, had prepared for 
their government; and, asserting their equal r^hts of legislation, they, in 
turn, enacted a body of laws, which they proposed for the assent of the pro- 
prietary — so uniformly active in Amenca was the spirit of popular liberty. 
How discreetly it was exercised cannot now be known; for the laws, which 
were then enacted, were never ratified, and are therefore not to be found in 
the provincial records. 

In the early history of the United States nothing is more remarkable than 
the uniform attachment of each colony to its franchises; and popular assemb- 
lies burst ever 3 rwhere into life with a consciousness of their unportance, and 
an immediate capacity for efficient legislation. The first assembly of Mary- 
land had vindicated the jurisdiction of the colony; the second had asserted 
its claims to original legislation; the third examined its obligations, and, 
thou^ not all its acts were carried through the forms essential to their valid- 
ity, it yet displayed the spirit of the people and the times by framing a declara- 
lion of rights. Acknowledging the duty of allegiance to the English monarch, 
and securing to Lord Baltimore his prerogatives, it likewise confirmed to the 
inhabitants of Maryland all the liberties which an Englishman can enjoy at 
home; established a system of representative government; and asseiim for 
the general assemblies in the province all such powers as may be exercised by 
the commons of England. Indeed, throughout the whole colonial legislation 
of Maryland, the body representing the people, in its support of the mterests 
and ci^ liberties of the province, was never ^ilty of timidity or treachery. 

It is strange that religious bigotry could ever stain the statute-book of a 
colony founded on the basis of the freedom of conscience. Aaa. apprehension 
of some remote danger of persecution seems even then to have hovered over the 
minds of the Roman Catholics; and, at the session of 163&, they secured to 
their church its rights and liberties. Those rights and those liberties, it is 
plain from the, charter, could be no more than the tranquil exercise of the 
Roman worship. The constitution had not yet attained a fixed form; thus 
far it had been a species of democracy under a hereditary patriarch. The act 
cemstituting the assembly marks the transition to a representative govern- 
ment. *At this session any freeman, who had taken no part m the election, 
might attend in person ; henceforward, the governor might summon his friends 
by special writ; while the people were to choose as many delegates as “the 
freemen should think good.” As yet there was no jealousy of power, no^strife 
for place. While these laws prepared a frame of government for future gen- 
erations, we are reminded of the feebleness and poverty of the state, where the 
whole people were obliged to contribute to “the setting up of a watermill.” 

Maryland, at that day, was unsurpassed for happiness and liberty. Con- 
science was without restraint; a mild and liberal proprietaij conceded every 
measure which the welfare of the colony required; domestic union, a ^ppy 
concert between all the branches of government, an increasing immigration, a 
productive commerce, a fertile soil, nchly favoured with rivers and deep bays, 
united to peniect the scene of colonial feucity and contentment. Ever intent 
on advancing the interests of his colony, Lord Baltimore, m 1642, had invited 
the Puritans of Massachusetts to emigrate to Maryland, offering them lands 
and pri^leges, and “ free liberty of religion ” ; but Gibbons, to whom he had 
forwarded aeoiniiuBsion, was “so whol^ tutored in the New England disci- 
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who Bidwequently refused Jamaica and Ireland were not now tcnqited io 
desert the l»y of Maesachusetts to the Cheeatteate. 

The oontroveny between the king and the parhaawnt advanced; theovec- 
throw df the monarchy seemed about to comer unBnuted power in 
upon the imbittered enemies of the Romish ^urch; and, as if with a foresigjit 
of unending danrar, and an earnest desire to stay its approach, the Roman 
Cath^cB of Maryland, with the earnest concurrence of their governor and of 
the proprietary, determined to place upon their statue-book an act to the 
religious freedom which had ever oeen sacred on their soil. And whereas the 
enforcing of the conscience in matters of religion” — sudk was the sublime 
tenor of a part of the statute — ** hath frequently fallen out to be of dangerous 
consequence in those commonwealths where it has been practised, and for the 
more quiet and peaceable government of this province, and the better to pre- 
serve mutual love and amity among the inhabitants, no person within thi« 
province, professing to believe in Jesus Christ, shall be any ways troubled, 
molested, or discountenanced, for his or her religion, or in the free exercise 
thereof.” The clause for liberty in Maryland extended only to Christians 
and was introduced by the proviso, that whatsoever person shall blaspheme 
God, or shall deny or reproach the Holy Trinity, or any of the three persons 
thereof, shall be punished with death.” Nowhere in the Unit^ States is 
reli^us opinion now deemed a proper subject for penal enactments. 

^e design of the law of Maryland was undoubtedly to protect freedom of 
conscience; and, some years after it had been confirmed, Langford the apolo- 
gist of Lord Baltimore, could assert that his government, in conformity with 
his strict and repeated injunctions, had never given disturbance to any person 
in Maryland for matter of religion; that the colonists enjoyed freedom of con- 
science, not less than freedom of i)erson and estate, as amply as ever any 
people in any place of the world. The disfranchised friends of prelacy from 
Massachusetts, and the Puritans from Virginia, were welcomed to equal liberty 
of conscience and political rights in the Roman Catholic province of Maryland. 

An eqvwl union prevailed between all branches of the government in 
explaining and confirming the civil liberties of the colony. ,In 1642 Robert 
Vaughan, in the name of the rest of the burgesses, had desired that the house 
might be separated, and thus a negative secured to the representatives 6f the 
people. Before 1649 this change had taken place; and it wm confirmed by a 
statute. A perpetual act declared that no tax should be levied upon^he free- 
men of the provmce, except by the vote of their deputies in a general assembly. 
“The strength of the proprietary” was confidently reposed “m the affections 
of his people.” Well mi^t the freemen of Maryland place upon their records 
a demration of their gratitude, “ as a memorial to all posterities,” and a pledge 
that succeeding generations would faithfully “remember” the care and mdus- 
try of Lord Bidtimore in advancing “the peace and happiness of the colony.” 


MABTLAND UNDER THE LONG PARUAMENT AND THE COMMONWEALTH 

The revolutions in England could not but affect the destinies of the colonire;, 
and while New England and Virgmia vigorously advanced their liberties under 
the salutary neglect, Maryland was involved in the miseries of a disputed 
government. The government, which had been a government of benevolen^ 
good order, and toleration, was, by the force of circumstances, swn abanddned 
to the Tniaru l g of bigotiy and the anarchy of a disputed sovereignty. Wimii 
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the throne and the peera^ge had been subverted in England, it might be ques- 
tioned wB^her the mimic monarchy of Lord Baltimore should be permitted 
to continue. When hereditai^ power had ceased in the mother coimtry, 
might it properly exist in the colony? It seemed uncertain, if the proprietary 
comd maintain his position; and the scrupulous Puritans hesitated to take an 
unqualified oath of fealty, with which they might be unable to comply. 
Engli^men were no longer lieges of a sovereign, but members of a common- 
wealth; and, but for the claims of Baltimore, Maryland would equally enjoy 
the benefits of republican liberty. Great as was the temptation to assert 
independence, it would not have prevailed could the peace of the province 
have been maintflihed. But who, it might well be asked, was the sovereign 
of Maryland? Her “ beauty and extraordinary goodness” had been to her a 
fatal dowry; and Maryland was claimed by four separate aspirants. Virginia 
was ever ready to revive its rights to jurisdiction beyond the Potomac, and 
Claybome had already excited attention by his persevering opposition; 
Charles II, incensed against Lord Baltimore for his adhesion to the rebels ‘ 
and his toleration of schismatics, had issued a commission to Sir William 
Davenant; Stone was the active deputy of Lord Baltimore; and parliament 
had already appointed its commissioners. 

In the ordinance for the reduction of the rebellious colonies, Maryland had 
not been included; if Charles II had been inconsiderately proclaimed by a 
temporary officer, the offence had been expiated; and, as assurances had bH^n 
given of the fidelity of Stone to the commonwealth, no measures against his 
authority were designed. Yet the commissioners were instructed, September, 
1651, to reduce “all the plantations within the bay of the Chesapeake”; and 
it must be allowed that Claybome might find in the ambiguous phrase, 
intended, perhaps, to include only the settlements of Virginia, a sufficient 
warrant to stretch his authority to Maryland. The commissioners accord- 
ingly entered the province; and, after much altercation with Stone, depriving 
him of his commission from Lord Baltimore, and changing tl»e officers of the 
province, they at last established a compromise, June, 1^2. Stone, with 
three of his council, was permitted to retain .the execi^tive ‘power till further 
instructions shcyild arrive from England. 

The dissolution of the Long Parliament, April, 1653, threatened a chai^ 
in the political condition of Maryland; for, it was argued, the only authority 
under which Bennett and Claybome had acted had expired with the body 
from which it was derived. In consequence, Stone, Hatton and his friends 
reinstated the rights of Lord Baltimore in their integrity; displacing all offi- 
cers of the contrary party, they introduced the old council, and declared the 
condition of the colony, as settled by Bennett and Claybome, to iiave bgen a 
state of rebellion. A railing proclamation to that effect was published to the 
iWitans in their church meeting. 

The measures were rash and ill advised. No sooner did Claybome and 
his colleague learn of the new revolution, than they hastened to Maryland, in 

p When Leonard Calvert died, June 9tli, 1647, he had named on his deathbed, aCatholio 
named Thomas Qreene, as his successor. Greene issued an amnesty to all rebels except Inffle. 
The assembly of January, 1648, is notable for the first demand for woman’s rights. Miss Mar- 
garet Brent, administratrix* for the late Governor Calvert and thereby attorney for Lord Balti- 
more, asked for a vote in the assembly as attorney for the proprietary, and for another vote for 
herself. The assembly refused her demand but later defended her administration when Lord 
Baltimore called it into question. Baltimore tried to conciliate both Puritans and Catholics and 
in August, 1648, supplanted Greenly William Stone, a Protestant, a Virginian and an adherent 
of paniamrat ; new councillors wero appointed from Protestant ranks but required to take an 
oatn not to molest the Catholics.] 
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July, 1654; where it was immediately obvious that they could be met by no 
effectual resistance. Unable to TOrsuade Stcme, " in a peaceable and loving 
way/’ to abandon the claims of Lord Bsdtimore, tiiey yet compelled him to 
surrender his commission and the government into their hands. This behig 
done, Qaybome and Bennett appointed a board of ten commiasioDeni, to 
whom the administration of Maryland was entrusted. 

Intolerance followed upon this arrangement; for parties had necesBarily 
become identified with religious sects; and Maryland itself was the prize con- 
tended for. The Puritans, ever the friends of popular liberty, hostife to mon- 
archy, and equally so to a hereditary proprietary, contended earnestly for 
every civil liberty; but had neither the gratitude to resp^the rights of the 
government, by which they liad been received and fostered, nor magnanimity 
to continue the toleration, to which alone they were indebted for their residence 
in the colony. A new assembly, convened at Patuxent, in October, acknowl- 
edged the authority of Cromwell; but it also exasperated the whole Roman 
party by their wanton disfranchisement. An act concerning religion con- 
firmed the freedom of conscience, provided the liberty were not extended to 
“popery, prelacy, or licentiousness’* of opinion. Yet Cromwell, a friend to 
religious toleration, and willing that the different sects, “like the cedar, and 
the myrtle, and the oil-tree, should be planted in the wilderness together," 
never approved the ungrateful decree. He commanded the commissioners 
“not to busy themselves about religion, but to settle the civil government." 

When the proprietary heard of these proceedings, he felt indignant at the 
want of firmness which his lieutenant had displayed. The pretended assem- 
bly was esteemed “illegal, mutinous and usur^xjd”; and Lord Baltimore and 
his officers determined, under the powers which the charter conferred, to vindi- 
cate his supremacy. In the latter end of January, 1655, on the arrival of a 
friendly ship, it was immediately noised abroad that his patent had been con- 
firmed by the ^o tec tor; and orders began again to be issued for the entire 
restoration of his^authority. Papists and others were commissioned by Stone 
to raise men-in-afpis; and the leaders of this new revolution were able to sur- 
prise and get possessio^i of the p>rovincial records. They marched, also, from 
Patuxent towards Anne Arundel, the chief seat of the republicans, who 
insisted on naming it Providence. The inhabitants of Providence and their 
partisans gathered together with the zeal that belongs to the popular party 
and with the courage in which Puritans were never deficient. Vain were 
proclamations, promises, and threats. The party of Stone was attacked and 
utterly discomfited; he himself, with others, was taken, and would have been 
put to death but for the respect and affection borne him by some among the 
msui^ents whom he had formerly welcomed to Maryland. He was kept a 
prisoner during most of the administration of Cromwell; while four of the 
principal men of the province sentenced to death by a council of war, were 
presently executed. 

A friend to Lord Baltimore, then in the province, begged of the protector 
no other boon than that he would “ condescend to settle the county by declar- 
ing his determinate will." And yet the same causes which led Cromwell to 
neglect the internal concerns of Virginia compelled him to pay but little atten- 
tion to the disturbances in Maryland. On the one l^nd, he respected the 
rights of property of Lord Baltimore; on the other, he protected his own 
political partisans, corresponded with his commissioners, and expressed no 
displeasure at their exercise of power. The right to the jurisdiction of Mary- 
land remained, therefore, a disputed question. Riller, Preston, and the others, 
appointed* by Claybome, actually possessed authority ; while Lord Baltimore,. 
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with w apparent sanction of the protector, July 10th, 1656, commissioned 
Josias Fem^ to appear as his lieutenant. 

For a season there was a divided ruk; Fendall was acknowledged by the 
Cathohc pa^y in the city of St. Maiys; and the commissioners were sustained 
by the Puritans of St. Leonards. At length, the conditions of a compromise 
were settled; and the government of the whole province was surrendered to 
the agent of the proprietaiy, March 24, 1658. Permission to retain arms; an 
indemnity for arrears; relief from the oath of fealty; and a confirmation of 
the acts and orders of the recent Puritan assemblies — these were the terms 
of the surrender, and prove the influence of the Puritans. 

FendaU was a weak and impetuous man; but we cannot find any evidence 
that his administratic^ was stained by injustice. Most of the statutes enacted 
during his government were thought worthy of being perpetuated. The 
death of Cromwell left the condition of England uncertain, and might well 
diffuse a gloom through the counties of Maryland. For ten years the unhappy 
province nad been distracted by dissensions, of which the root had consisted 
m the claims that Baltimore had always asserted, and had never been able to 
establish. What should now be done? England was in a less settled condi- 
tion t^n ever. Would the son of Cromwell permanently hold the place of his 
father? Would Charles II be restored? Did new revolutions await the 
colony? new strifes with Virginia, the protector, the proprietary, the king? 

Wearied with long convulsions, a general assembly saw no security but in 
asserting the power of the people, and constituting the government on the 
expression of their will. Accordingly, March 12th, 1660, just one day before 
that memorable session of Virginia, when the people of the Ancient Dominion 
adopted a similar system of independent legislation, the representatives of 
Maryland, convened in the house of Robert Slye, voted themselves a lawful 
assembly, without dependence on any other power in the province. The bur- 
gesses of Virginia had assumed to themselves the election of Utie council ; the 
burgesses of Maryland refused to acknowledge the rights of fhe body claiming 
to M ^ upper house. In Virginia, Berkeley yielded to the public wiH; in 
Maryland, Fendall permitted the power of the ^ople to be proclaimed. The 
representatives <of Maryland, having thus successfully settled the govemmenl, 
and hoping for tranquillity after years of storms, passed an act, making it 
felony to disturb the order which they had established. No authority would 
henceforward be recognised, except the assembly and the king of England. 
The hglht of peace promised to dawn upon the province. Thus was Maryland, 
like Virginia, at the epoch of the restoration, in full possession of liberty, based 
upon the practical assertion of the sovereignty of the people. Like Virginia, 
it had so nearly completed its institutions that, till the epoch of itso final 
separation from England, it hardly made any further advances towards free- 
dom and independence. Men love liberty, even if it be turbulent; and the 
colony had increased, and flourished, and grown rich, in spite of domestic 
dimnsions. Its population, in 3660, is variously estimated by Fuller* at 
eight thousand, and by Chalmers^ at twelve thousand.^’ 



CHAPTER VI 


THE FOUNDING OF NEW ENGLAND 
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That ffTonp of liberal English statesmen who were charged with 
keeping*'* a school of sedition ” in the courts of the Virginia Com- 
pany founded the two centres of liberal institutions in America. The 
earl of Southampton, the Ferrars, Sir John Danvers, and hbove all 
and mor^ than all. Sir Edwin Sandys, were the fathers of representa 
tive government 4n New England by the charter of February 2nd, 
1620, as they had been of representative government in Virginia by 
the charter of November 13th, 1618. When the Pilgrims found them- 
selves, upon landing, too far north to use their “ large patent ” from 
the Virginia Company, they organised a government on the lines laid 
down in the general o^er of the company. The government estab- 
lished by them in their famous compact was precisely the provisional 

g overnment which the Virginia Company in the preceding February 
ad given them liberty to found ** till a form of government be here 
settled for them.” — Edward Eggleston. ^ 


EARLY FAILURES IN COLONISATION: THE PLYMOUTH COMPANY 

We have seen in previous chapters the earlier views of New England by 
European eyes, from the Norse who may have described it in their sagas of 
Vinland, down to Gosnold who on May 15th, 1602, found a “ mighty head 
land ’* which he named after its principal neighbours Cape Cod,” a name 
which, says Cotton Mather,^ “ I suppose it will never lose till shoals of cod- 
fish be seen swimming upon the tops of its highest hills.”. Here they landed 
and the first soil touched upon in Massachusetts by an Englishman became 
also the spot where the Mayflower landed the first permanent English colony 
in the state. 

Pring’s voyage followed the next year, but efilfcted nothing permanent; 
nor did that^f Weymouth in 1605. We have seen the formation of the two 
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companies (or as Thwaites^ insistSi single company m two divisions) 
known aa the London or South Vugbia company, and the Plymouth or 
North Virginia company. They were mven an identical charter ^ Kmg 
James I in 1606 to colonise that vast and shapeless land claimed by England 
under the style and title of Virginia.* 

The Northern District was allotted to Thomas Hanham, Raleigh Gilbert, 
William Parker, George Popham, and their associates, knights, gentlemen, and 
merchants, of Exeter, Plymouth, and other towns of the west of England, 
with similar privileges, and a like grant of territorial sovereignty and domam. 
The First Company, by far the most opulent, was permitted to begm its plan- 
tation at any place below the forty-first degree of North latitude; ana the 
Second Company, which was much the poorer of the two, anywhere above 
the thirty-eighth degree: and the intermediate space was left open to both, 
though to prevent mterference it was stipulated that the colony last planted 
should not Degm a settlement within one hundred miles of that first planted. 

The government of these colonies was vested (1) m a council of tnirteen, 
resident m England, approved by and removable at the pleasure of the kmg, 
who were to have paramount jurisdiction according to laws given under his 
sign-manual; and (2) in two subordinate councils, each of thirteen members, 
resident m America, and nominated by the kmg, who were to rule and manage 
the internal affairs of each colony agreeably to his instructions. The charter 
conceded to all the colonists the rights of citizens of the realm, and the privi- 
lege of holding their lands by the freest and least burdensome tenure; all 
thmgs necessary for their subsistence and commerce were to be free of duty 
for seven years; and all duties levied on foreign commodities for twenty-one 
years were to constitute a fund for their particular benefit. Authority was 
also given to coin money, and expel mtruders as occasion required. 

We have given at length an abstract of this charter, because of its bearings 
upon the history of New England. That it was liberal foMhe age may pos- 
sibly be true; yet, its provisions were the product of but a limited experience, 
and the instrument itself contained exceptionable featur^, for by it, as Qial- 
mersc says, “ the most ancient colonists were placed under the regimen of a 
three-fold jurisdiction; they were subject equally to the personal power of 
their sovereign, to the distant regulations of a commercial company, and to 
the immediate government of a president and council, without tasting the 
pleasures of suffrage, or enjoying the importance of self-legislation.” 

Tender all the circumstances, however, the charter was as good as could 
have been reasonably expected. The enterprise was a new one. England 
had but just entered upon her career of deducing colonies abroad. The few 
abortive efforts of the past had done little to enlighten her judgment. And 
it needed that she should be taught by the results of her future movements 
the defectiveness of her policy, and wherein it needed amendment for her 
own good, and the good of her several dependencies. These lessons were 
slowly learned; all favours were grudgingly conceded; and the conflict of 
interests was at last so intolerable that not only were the colonists compelled 
to overstep the boundaries of their charters, but the monarch was compelled 
to wink at such irregularities, or run the risk of alienating his subjects and 
destroying the settlements. 

Ei^t months from the issue of this patent and one hundred and nine 
years after the discoveiy of the continent by Cabot, t.e., on December 19th, 
1606, a small squadron of three ships — the largest not exceeding one hundred 
tons burden — was sent fly the London Company, under Captain Newport, 
a distinguished naval officer, with one hundr^ and five colonists, including 
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the members of a colonial council, to tlw coast of South Virmia; and in the 
following spring, after many obstacles encountered, end amiost jealousies and 
dissensions, a settlem^t was effected, as we have seen, upon the peninsula 
of Jamestown, of which but the ruins at present remain. 

Nearly at the same time a similar enterprise was projected by the Ply- 
mouth Company, under more discou^ing circumstances, owing to its pov- 
erty, and on May 31st, 1607, two ships — the Gift of God and the Mary and 
John — with a few over a hundred landsmen, were de^atched under Rueigh 
Gilbert, a nephew of Sir Walter Raleigh, and George Popham, the brother of 
the chief justice; but the result was the unfortunate colony at Sagadahoc.' 
Tlie fate of this attempt, with the doleful reports of the inhospitableness of 
the climate circulated by the emigrants to cover their cowardice checked for 
a season the ardour of the company; though Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and Sir 
PVancis Popham, the son of the chief justice — the former of whom was never 
dismayed — continued sending vessels to the coast, and spent large sums in 
efforts at colonisation. 

Meanwhile, under the auspices of the Dutch, discoveries were made by 
Henry Hudson, Hendrick Christiaensen, Adrian Block, and others, at the 
charge of prominent merchants of Amsterdam, who derived great profits from 
the furs brought home by the vessels in their employ. Explorations were 
vigorously prosecuted around Manhattan by Block, in the Restless; and 
the discovery of the island which bears his name, and the three famous rivers, 
the Housatonic, the Thames, and the Connecticut, with Long Island and Rhode 
Island are said to have been the fruits of his energetic enterprise. Even 
the shores of Massachusetts as far as Nahant were visited by this navigator, 
and names were given to places discovered by Gosnold and others. It should 
be noticed that the territory embraced in the Dutch charter of 1614 was 
claimed by England, and was included in the patent to the Virginia Com- 
pany; the setttements of the Dutch were ever regarded as intrusions; the 
controversies growing out of these claims disturbed for a^long time the peace 
of the colonies; ^or were they permanently adjusted until after the reduction 
of New Netheilands in, 16G4. » 

JOHN smith’s explorations (1614 A.D.) 

A new era in the annals of New England begins with the voyages of Cap- 
tain John Smith, president of the colonial council of South Virginia. Fur- 
nished, principally at the charge of four private gentlemen, with an outfit of 
two vessels and a company of forty-nine men and boys, he sailed from London 
Mar(i 3rd, 1614, and in a few weeks arrived at Monhegan, where he imme- 
diatdy entered upon the chief business of his voyage: “ to take whales, and 
make trials of .a mine of gold and copper.” But whale fishing ” proved a 
‘'costly conclusion”; the “gold mine” was a chimera of the brain of “the 
master”; and fish and furs became the last resort. “ Of dry fish,” says 
Smith,/ “ we rnn/ ie about forty- thousand, of codfish about seven thousand ”; * 
whilst the sailors fished. Captain Smith and a few others ranged the cc^t 
in an open boat, in the most attractive season of the year, making noted dis- 
coveries, and purchasing, “ for trifles, near eleven hundred beaver skins, one 

[* This was at the mouth of the Kennebec river, which Weymouth had explored in 
not w from Pemaquid peninsula. Popham built a fort an4 a “town at Sabino, but DOUl 

were abandoned after his death ] , . « j ax. y. 

“ In his Patlmay he says 60,000 ; but in his Generali ^etone and his Deacnption of 

he says 40,000. v 

• It is llfOOO in the GeneraU BtstortCt and 1,100 in the other works. 
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hundred ^oiartens, and near as many otters” — valued in all at £1,500. 
” With these furs, the train, and codfish/* he returned to England, and within 
six months arrived safe back ” — the other ship remaining for a season to 
“ fit herself for Spain with the dry fish.** 

In this remarhable voyage the coast was explored “ from Penobscot to 
Cape Cod/* within which bounds, he says, “ I have seen at least fortv several 
haoitations upon the sea coast, and sounded about twenty-five excellent good 
harbours, in many whereof there is anchorage for five hundred sails of ships 
of any burden, in some of them for five thousand; ‘ and more than two him- 
dred^ isles overgrown with good timber of divers sorts of woods.*’ Of the 
coast of Massachusetts he says: Who can but approve this a most excellent 
place, both for health and fertility? And of all the four parts of the world 
that I have yet seen, not inhabited, could I but have means to transport a 
colony, I would rather live here than anywhere. And if it did not maintain 
itself, were we but once indifferently weft fitted, let us starve.** Indeed, the 
Massachusetts country, to him, was “ the paradise of all those parts.” 

But though Smith acted honourably as principal of this expedition, his 
companion Hunt, whom he left behind, vileV copied the example of Wey- 
mouth, and enticing to his vessel upwards of twenty of the natives under 
pretence of trade, he confined them in the hold, and sailed for Malaga, where 

S art of them, at least, were sold as slaves. “This barbarous act,” says 
[ather,c “ was the unhappy occasion of the loss of many a man’s estate and 
life, which the barbarians did from thence seek to destroy; and the English, 
in consequence of this treachery, were constrained for a time to suspend their 
trade, and abandon their project of a settlement in New England.” 

The prosperous pecuniary issue of the first voyage of Smith awakened in 
his mina an earnest desire to visit again the delightful regions which his pen 
has described; and imparting his views to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, a man of 
kindred enthusiasm, and to Doctor Sutcliffe, dean of Exeteif, he was, after 
some delay, furnished with two ships, with which he set ojrt on his second 
voyage (March, 1615) ; but, as if an inexorable fate relentlessly pursued the 
persevering Gorges, the largest ship was disabled ere. Smith had sailed two 
hundred leagues, and he was forced to return. The smaller vessel, com- 
manded by Captain Thomas Dermer, after a successful voyage of five months, 
returned in safety. The dauntless Smith, gathering fresh courage from the 
consciousness of difficulties, renewed his attempt (June 24th, 1615); but 
misfortune followed misfortune, until it seemed as if everything was arrayed 
to defeat his plans. He was first attacked by brutal pirates; then taken 
prisoner by four French men-of-war, stripped of everything, and detained 
three months, when he succeeded in escaping “ far beyond all ifien’s reason 
or his expectation.” 

Forced by these reverses, and by the discouragement of his-employers, to 
relinquish for a time his plans of colonisation, the restless spirit of this resolute 
man could not be content to remain inactive; and publishing to the world 
his Description of New England in 1616, he traversed the kingdom to awaken 
an interest in establishing permanent settlements in these parts. But the 
only result of his earnest labours was a promise that “ twenty saile of ships ” 
should be furnished hkn the next year; and “ in regard of my paines, charge, 
and former losses, the westerne commissioners in behalf of themselues and 
the rest of the company, and them hereafter that should be ioyned to them, 

' It U 6,000 in the Deaeriptiormf New England, but 1,000 in his other works. 

* It Is 200 in the Oenerm Eistorie and the Description of New England, and 800 in the 
Eathwag, 
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contracted with me by articles indented vnder our hands, to be admirall of 
that country during my life, and in the renewing of their letters-patent so to 
be nominated.” ' 

DERMER^S VOYAGE (1619 A.D.) 

Contemi>orary events, however, unlooked for by the Plymouth Council, 
were prepsu-ing New England for successful colonisation. First of all a war 
broke out among the aborigines, which resulted in the destruction of thou> 
sands pf the Indians, with the Great Bashaba at their head; and to war suc- 
ceeded pestilence which completed the work of depopulation. This singular 
disease, says Gorges,; the greatest that ever the memory of father to son 
took notice of,” spread far and wide, and was exceedingly fatal. It raged, 
at intervals, for more than two years, and extended, in its wasting effete, 
from the borders of the Tarratines southward to the Narragansetts. The peo- 
ple “ died in heaps, insomuch that the living were in no wise able to bury the 
dead”; the wigwams were filled with putrefying coipses; “young men and 
children, the very seeds of increase,” and whole famines and tribes perish^; 
and even seven years after the bones of the unburied lay bleaching upon the 
ground at and around their former habitations. 

The nature of this epidemic has never been determined. It has been 
called the “ small pox,” and the “ yellow fever.” But whatever was its char- 
acter, all were not equally affected by its rav^es, for the Penobscots and the 
Narr^ansetts suffered but little. Nor does it seem to have troubled the few 
English residents of the country. 

Learning that Captain Dermer, the companion of Smith in the voyage of 
1615, was then at Newfoundland, through the persuasion of Gorges Captain 
Edward Rocroft was sent to those parts in 1618 in a vessel of two hundred 
tons, with orders to join Dermer in exploring the coasts of New England. 
His men conspired to rob and slay him; but putting the mutineers ashore at 
“ Sawaguatock,” he sailed to Virginia, where he had lived some years before, 
and in another Guarrel he was killed, and his bark was %unk during a storm. 
Dermer, learning his fate by a ship from Virginia, sent his own vessel to 
England, laden with nsh and furs, and embarked in an oppp pinnace of five 
tons (May 26th, 1619), taking with him Tisquantum or Squanto — the sub- 
sequent friend and interpreter of the Pilgrims — and “searching every har- 
bour, and compassing every cape-land,” he arrived at length in the neigh- 
bourhood of what is now Plymouth. Returning to the northward th# ensumg 
spring for the prosecution of his discoveries, in the vicinity of Cape Cod he 
was beset by the natives, and received a large number of wounds of which 
he qpbsequently died. This journey of 1619, as preceding by a year the set- 
tlement of Plymouth, and as taken in the territory so often alluded to by the 
Pilgrims is epcceedingly interesting. It was an important addition to the 
knowledge of the country, and prepared the way, by its friendly termination, 
for the hospitable reception of the Plymouth colonists by the generous Mas- 
sasoit and his brother Quadequina, whom all will recognise as the two savage 
kings alluded to in the narrative. 

THE GREAT PATENT FOR NEW ENGLAND 

Eighteen years had now elapsed since the discovery of Mass^husetts by 
the enterprising Gosnold, and as yet no colony was planted upon its territory. 

* Prince » and Holmes'^ quote Purchas* as authority ftp a voyage undertaken by Smith in 
1617; but ■•e find no notice of such a voyage in Smith’s own wntings. 



014 


THE HISTOBY OF THE tmiTai) STATES 

( [1690 4 . 1 ).] 

The settlements to the north were more successful, and in Canada and New- 
foundland 'colonies were established, and children had been bom. To the 
south, also, the Dutch had thrown up slight bulwarks at New Netherlands, 
and were conducting a lucrative trade in furs. But the indefatigable Gorges 
was not easily baffled. Application was made to the king for a charter. 
His majesty, who was at this time highly offended with the members of the 
London Council for their bold defiance of his arbitrary will, readily sanctioned 
their request for a patent. But two years elapsed before it could be obtained. 

November 3rd, 1620, the Great Patent for New England passed the seals. 
In this memorable document, the principal foundation of all subsequent 
grants of territory in New England, his majesty conveyed to forty of his 
subjects — among whom were the most powerful and wealthy of his nobility 
— all that part of America extending from the 40th to the 48th degree of 
North latitude, and between these parallels from the Atlantic to the Pacific : 
a body of land embracing the Acadia of the French, and the New Netherlands 
of the Dutch, and covering nearly the whole of the present inhabited British 
possessions in North America, all New England, the state of New York, half 
of New Jersey, nearly all of Pennsylvania, and the vast country to the west 
— comprising, and at the time believed to comprise, more than a million of 

S e miles, and capable of sustaining more than two hundred million of 
itants.^ 

The company established by this grant was to be known as “ the council 
established at Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, 
ordering, and governing of New England in America.” Absolute property 
in the soil, unlimited jurisdiction, the regulation of trade, sole powers of 
legislation, the administration of justice, and the appointment of all offlcers 
were among the privileges conceded by his majesty. Subordinate patents, 
vesting property in the soil, could be granted by this council, but it could 
not confer powers of government without the authority and iBonsent of the 
king.* In other respects its powers were complete. The landsjfcmd islands, the 
rivers and harbours, fhe mines and fisheries were all under itsjcontrol. None, 
without leave, could buy a skin, catch a fish, or build a hut. It was a com- 
* mercial monopoly, exclusive and despotic — a corporation potent for evil or 
for good. 

At the very moment this charter was granted, as if to prove that without 
its aid more could be accomplished than under its sanction, a solitary bark 
— the forlorn Mayflower — was wending its way wearily across the Atlantic, 
bearing in its bosom a resolute band of one hundred men, women, and chil- 
dren, who were to become the founders of a wide-spread republic, and to plant 
the seeds of a thriving nation, whose destiny, yet unfolding, futurity alone 
ean fully reveal. 

THE PURITANS AND THE SEPARATISTS IN ENGLAND 

To appreciate the circumstances which led to the settlement of Plymouth 
in 1620, and to the establishment of the Massachusetts colony a few years 

* Doug^lass^ aajs thiA patent ** was designedly extended inucli north and south, to include 
and keep up the English claifiis to New Netherlands in possession of the Dutch, to the south- 
ward, and to L’Anadie, since called Nova Scotia, then in possession of the French, to the 
northward.” 

* This faet is worthy of notice, and should ever be borne in mind in investigating the 
history of New England. We are i^are it has been asserted that the council could confer by 
grant powers simllu to its own; but this was denied by the crown lawyers, and mu|t therefore 
be considered as dottbtful. „ 
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later, it is neoeBsary to be acquainted with the history of reUgioii during the 
pieorang hundred years. [iDis can be found traoed in its various pnjMw w 
in the earlier volumes, especiall]^ in our history of England, where the rise of 
Puritanism and its protet against ritualism have been aesoribed in much 
detail.] 

It must not be forgotten, however, in defining the position of Puritanism 
in the reign of Elizabeth, that the controversies which convulsed the king- 
dom were not wholly confined to the tippet and the surplice, the square 
and the liturgy. The Puritans were the harbingers of a political as well as 
of a moral revolution. Doubtless the ultimate tendency of their views was 
to republicanism rather than to monarchy. They would yield, in religion, 
nothing arbitrarily to the temporal sovereign. It was their motto that, in 
church matters God’s word was the guide. And though they cannot be prop- 
erly accused of op)en disloyalty, it must at the same time be acknowledged 
that their loyalty did not extend so far as to approbate the doctrine of pasmvc 
obedience. And because the church and the state were considered one and 
inseparable, and the unity of the former was deemed the safety of the latter, 
non-conformity was persecuted on the plea of necessity. 

This is the true secret of the opposition of the English church to Puritan- 
ism and independency. This church had virtually assumed its own infalli- 
bility. It had driven down the stakes which were never more to be removed. 
It had interwoven the hierarchy with the whole temporal constitution of the 
realm. And the test of loyalty was undeviating conformity to the canons of 
the church, and implicit obedience to the mandates of the crown. The church 
was yet in its infancy, surrounded by subtle foes. The state was trembling 
upon the verge of revolution. And the instinct of self-preservation promptea 
persecution of all who refused to put forth their hands to aid in supporting 
the ark of the Lord and the supremacy of the crown. 

If this, however, was the policy of the government of England, it was the 
natural result of such a policy to beget, on the part of the Puritans, an attach- 
ment equally strong to the peculiarities of their reiigiomf system; and upon 
their removal to America, the sp,me principle of self-defense prompted the 
caution which was used in laying the foundations of their infant common- 
wealth, to guard it with jealous watchfulness against the aggressions and 
encroachments of Episcopacy, which they had learned to mistrust, and to 
build up a community exclusively of their own faith, as in England non- 
conformity was neither tolerated nor allowed. Puritanism, notwiths^nding 
its errors and its early excesses, contained the seminal principles of true 
religious toleration; and as experience enlightened the judgment of the pro- 
fessors of that faith, and as circumstances sanctioned the adoption of a more 
liberal policy, measures were promptly taken to initiate so desirable a reform, 
and the world js now reaping the fruits of Puritan iconoclasm and asceticism. 

The Puritans, thougn as a body they made no strenuous objections to 
the lawfulness of ecclesiastical government, when they found that persecution 
continued to oppose them, that reform was hopeless, and that rule or ruin 
was the motto of the day, sent forth a party of stem, intrepid, and imcom- 
promising spirits, who, unawed, but baited into an almost savage stubborn- 
ness and hostility, refused longer to commune with a church many of whote 
ceremonies were reprobated, and whose government had become odious, 
intolerant, and oppressive. 

A few separate congregations were formed so early as 1567 ; in 1570 CSart- 
Wright entered the field; and in 1572 the ‘‘ first him of all presbyteries was 
establishecUat Wandsworth in Surrey. But it was not until nine years after 



616 


THE HISTOBY OF THE UNITED STATES 


, [USlAA] 

that oprositioD to Episcopacy and its concomitants reached its culminating 
point, m 1581 a new sect made its appearance, at first called Brownists, 
trom Robert Brown, its earliest advocate, who had been a preacher in the 
diocese of Norwich, inveighing against the ceremonies and disciplme of the 
E2stablishment, and assertmg the highly democratic and peculiarly unpalat- 
able doctrine of the indepenofency and complete jurisdiction of every church in 
its own affairs. From his subsequent apostasy, his followers very properly 
refused to be called by his name, and were known as separatists, or mdepend- 
ents.^ But questionable as was his sincerity, and inconstant as were his pro- 
fessions, so congenial were the doctrines he taught to the views of the people 
that he easily succeeded in gathering a large congregation and after its ais- 
persion and his own defection, the seed which had l^n scattered so rapidly 
pew that Sir Walter Raleigh, in a speech in parliament, computed the num- 
ber of separatists or Brownists at twenty thousand. 

There were now at least four classes or parties in religion in England : the 
Catholics, who adhered to the church of Rome; the members of the English 
church; the Puritans; and the separatists or independents. Of the third 
class were the founders of the Massachusetts colony, and to the fourth belonged 
th6 settlers at Plymouth. The former — the Puritans — were simply non- 
confofhiists. Connected with the national church, they questioned chiefly 
the propriety of some of her observances. They submitted to her authority 
so far as they could, and acknowledged her as their ** mother ” in all matters 
of doctrinal concern. Their clergy were educated at her colleges, and ordained 
by her bishops; the laity were connected with her by many of the dearest 
ties; and up to the date of their removal to America, they made no open 
secession from her communion, and had liberty been allowed them, they 
would OTobably have continued in the land of their nativity, and in the bosom 
of the Establishment. 

The Plymouth colonists were not of the national church. Years before 
their expatriation they had renounced her communion, an4 formed churches 
of their own. Between them, however, and the Massachusetts colonists, the 
differences which existed were in matters of policy rather'than in articles of 
faith; and on firriving in the New World, apart from the influences of their 
native land, and under circumstances of a far different character, a few years^ 
intercourse assimilated their views and cemented their union. Such was the 
origin of Puritanism and independency; and though, in the history of both 
these i^cts, as well as of the English and the Romish churches, we shall find 
much intolerance displayed, the result of this contest for greater individual- 
ism in religious affairs has been, to induce watchfulness of all encroachments 
upon the rights of conscience; and happy changes have followed in all ftro- 
totant communities where these rights are respected and secured. 


THE PILGRIMS AND THE CHURCH AT SCROOBY 

We must now pass to the history of the church of the Pilgrims. So early 
as 1592, a church was gathered at London, of which Francis Johnson was 
chosen pastor, and John Greenwood became the teacher; but this church 
being broken up by the authorities, and its teacher imprisoned, the pastor, 
with a portion of his flock, escaped to Holland, and settled at Amsterdam, 

* It was loitf the fashion ta stigmatise, by way of reproach, as Brownists, all the early 
settlers of New England; bat thi^ injustice of this proceeding will be evident to every candid 
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where for many years they continued to abide. A (mr years later another 
church was gathered, “ to the north of the Trent/’ in a rural district ** near 
the joining borders of Nottinghamshire, Lineolnsbire, and Yorkshire.” This 
was the church of the Pilgrims, which, tho^h first established at Gainsbo* 
rough, was afterwards formed into two bodies, and ti)ie junior ordinarily met 
for public worship at the house of William Brewster, wml known as the elder 
of tne church at Plymouth. This eminent man, so famous in the annalB of 
the Plymouth colony, is supposed to have been bom in Suffolk, England [in 
1566 or 1567]. He b^ame a student at Cambridge, and afterwards an attacW 
to Willi^ Davison, esquire, a polished courtier of the reign of Elizabeth, 
her secretary of state, and her ambassador to Holland, whither Mr. Brewster 
accompanied him. Withdrawing from public life when his employer was 
displaced, Mr. Brewster received an appointment before April, 1594, as post- 
master at Scrooby, in Nottinghamshire, and there residea until his removal 
to Holland, faithfully discharging the duties of his office, and devoting 
himself zealously to the interests of the church with which he was con- 
nected. 

The location of this church, and the history of its patron, had been involved 
in more or less obscurity until 1852, when through the successful researches 
of the reverend Joseph Hunter,^ fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Lon- 
don, and an assistant keeper of her majesty’s records, many new facts were 
brought to light. It may now be considered as satisfactorily proved, that 
the church of the Pilgrims was first gathered at Gainsborough, and afterwards 
at Scrooby, in that part of Nottingham known as the Hundred of Bassetlaw, 
a mile and a half south of the market town of Bawtry, on the borders of York, 
and only a short distance from the verge of Lincolnshire. 

Scrooby, at present, is an obscure agricultural village [of about two hun- 
dred population], with few objects of interest beside its church; but anciently 
it was a place cf much more note, and was surrounded by religious houses 
even before the reformation. Situated near the highroad from York to 
London, it was, bn that account, a convenient resting ^lacc for the arch- 
bishops of York in theh iouraeys to the metropolis; it was for many weeks 
the abode of Cardinal Wolsey in his disgrace; and it was the rendezvous 
of the earl of Shrewsbury and his contingent, when he joined the army of 
the king assembled to oppose ” the pilgrimage of grace.” 

Governor Bradford »» has left us the names of two ministers, formerly 
Puritans, who seceded from the national church, and resided at gr near 
Scrooby: John Smith and Richard Clifton. Smith was the pastor of the 
church at Gainsborough, which is supposed to have been gathered before 
that ^t Scrooby; but lacking the spirit of gentleness which the gospel 
commends, he seems to have been in favour with few of his contemporaries. 

The most poted of the seceding ministers, however, whose name is con- 
nected with the history of the Pilgrims, was John Robinson, who, even by 
Baillie n — no friend to his views — is called the most learned, polished, and 
modest spirit ” that ever separated from the Church of England. Of the 
parentage and early history of this celebrated man, nothing is certainly 
Known. He was probably born in Nottingham, or Lincolnshire, in 1575, and 
at the age of seventeen, is supposed to have entered Corpus Christi, Cam- 
bridge, and on completing his term at the university, he proceeded to Norfo^, 
and in the neighbourhood of or at Norwich, commenced his labours in the 
national church. But his scruples respecting the ceremonies of this church 
being immovably fixed, he omitted or modified tlfem in his parochial labours. 
This subjecting him to annoyance, he was temporarily suspended from his 
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clerical Junctions, and withdrew entirely from the church — not as the 
victim m ohagrinand disappointment/’ as has been ungenerously insinuated 
by Pagett,^ but ** on most sound and unresistable conviction for it required 
at that time no ordinary courage to avow one’s self a separatist, when perse- 
cution, if not death, was the mom of all dissidents. 

Proceeding to Lincolnshire and Nottingham, he there found a body of 
men who, urged with apparitors, pursuivants and the commission courts,” 
met for worship as often as they could escape the Argus eyes of their perse- 
cutors — somewhat, perhaps, like the covenanters of Scotland. 

Secretary Morton P is the only early writer who gives the date of the 
establishment of this church; and if that date is correct, and if the statement 
of Hunter ^ is also correct, that the church at Gainsborough is older than that 
at Scrooby, the church now gathered was probably locat^ at Gainsborough; 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Clifton were associated in its oversight; and Mr. Robm- 
Bon may have joined them in 1604. But if the first church was gathered at 
Gainsborough, in regard of distance of place these people became two dis- 
tinct bodies or churches,” that at Gainsborough continuing under the over- 
sight of Mr. Smith, and that at Scrooby being organised under Mr. Clifton, 
with whom Mr. Robinson remained as an assistant; and this event probably 
took place early in 1606. 

Such was the origin of the churches at Gainsborough and Scrooby. That 
at Scrooby, though it seems to have been second in point of time, is first in 
importance in the history of the Pilgrims; for here the choice and noble 
spirits who planted New England learned the lessons of truth and liberty. 
It will be ''noticed that Mr. Robinson appears upon the stage at about the 
date of the accession of James 1 the greatest pedant that ever sat upon the 
English throne. Arbitrary, capricious, tyrannical and unprincipled, he tram- 
pled upon the most solemn oaths, and seemed never better pleased than when 
torturing or anathematising the victims of his vengeance* Hence at the 
Hampton Court Conference, at the close of the second day^ speaking of the 
Puritans, he said: • I shall make them conform themselvcte, or I will harry 
them out of the land, or else do worse.” , ^ 

In his speedi at the opening of the first parliament' (March 19th, 1604), the 
king acknowledged the Roman church to be his mother church, though defiled 
with some infirmities and corruptions, and professed his readiness, if its 
priests would forsake their new and gross corruptions,” to meet them half- 
way; but the Puritans, for their discontent with the present government, 
and impatience to suffer any superiority,” he declared to be “ a sect insuffer- 
able in a well-governed commonwealth”; and in one of his letters he says: 
“ I had rather live like a hermit than be a king over such a people as th^ pack 
of Puritans are that overrule the lower house.” 

Finally a proclamation was issued (July 16th, 1604), orderipg the Puritan 
clergy to conform before the last of November, or to dispose of themselves 
and families in some other way, as unfit for their obstinacy and contempt 
to occupy such places.” In consequence of this edict, a large number of 
ministers were ejected, some of whom had preached, ten, some twenty, and 
some even thirty years; the bloodhounds of persecution were slipped from 
their leash, and the kingdom was converted into a general hunting-ground, 
with the king himself to shout the “View! Halloo! ” 

The independent churches at Scrooby and Gainsborough suffered with 
the rest; ana, unable to conceal themselves from the inquisitions of the spy, 
beset in their houses, drivei> from their homes, and mcarcerated in prisons, 
they resolved to escape. Mr. Smith and his church were the first to depart, 
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fleeing to Holland^ and mking a lefu^ at Amatondam.^ Hete, joining with 
the church under Francis Johnsooi which had been establkdied aeTeral yea re^ 
Mr. Smith became involved in contentions with his predeoessm, andf that 
division was produced which has been often, but unpieftly, ascribed to the 
members of Mr. Robinson's church. 

Mr. Robinson and his flock yet tarried for a sShoK In Ekiglandi hoping 
something would transpire to lull the fierceness of the storm which was rag- 
ing; but month after month passed away, and no abatement of its fury was 
visible. Accordingly he resolved to flee to a land where toleration, at least, 
if not perfect freedom, was accorded to all. But it was easier to resolve than 
it was to effect an escape. Thrice was the attempt made before they sue- 
ceeded.9 

GOVERNOR BRAUrORD^S ACCOUNT OP THE PIT^GRIMS' VOYAGE TO HOLLAND 

(1608 A.D.) 

Being thus constrained to leave their native soyle and countrie, their 
lands & livings, and all their friends & familiar acquaintance, it was much, 
and thought marvelous by many. But to goe into a countrie they knew not 
(but by hearsay), wher they must learne a new lan^age, and get their liv- 
ings they knew not how, it being a dear place, & subiecte to ye misseries of 
warr, it was by many thought an adventure almost desperate, a case intoh 
erable, & a misserie worse then death. Espetially seeing they were not 
aquainted with trads nor traffique (by which y^ countrie doth subsiste) but 
had only been used to a plaine countrie life, & ye inocente trade of hiisbandrey. 
Bui these things did not dismay them (though they did some times trouble 
them) for their desires were sett on ye ways of God, & to inioye his ordi- 
nances; but they rested on his providence, & knew whom they had beleeved. 
Yet this was not aU, for though they could not stay, yet were they not suffered 
to goe, but ye ports & havens were shut against them, so as they were faine 
to seeke secrete meSps of conveance, & to bribe & fee ye^mariners, & give 
exterordinarie rates for Jtheir passages. And yet were they often times 
betrayed (many of them), and both they & their goods interqppted & sur- 
prised, and thereby put to great trouble & charge, of which I will give an 
instance or tow, & omitte the rest. 

Ther was a large companie of them purposed to get passage at Boston 
in Lincoln-ehire, and for that end had hired a shipe wholy to them selves, & 
made agreement with the maister to be ready at a certaine day, and t^ 
them and their goods in, at a conveniente place, wher they accordingly would 
all atte^jde in f^ines. So after long waiting, & large expences, though he 
kepte not day with them, yet he came at length & tooke them in, in ye ni^t. 
But when he had them & their goods abord, he betrayed them, Imving before 
hand complotted with ye serchers & other officers so to doe \dio tooke them, 
and put them into open boats, & ther .rifled & ransaked them, searching th^ 
to their shirts for money, yea even ye women furder then b^ame mc^estie; 
and then caried them back into ye towne, & made them a spectackle & 
wonder to ye multitude, which came flocking on all sids to behould them. 

Being thus first, by the chatchpoule oflScers, rifled,,& stripte of their 

[* The spirit of the times could hardly be more vividly condensed than in a comment on the 
unusual relisdous toleration of the Dutch, made by RoMrt Baillie, who in a sermon to tha 
house of loras, exclaimed : “For this one thing they have b|come infamous in the Christian 
world.” Even a scientist like Bacon could complain of the l^merance of heretics in a colony, 
saying that ** It%ill make a schism and rant in Christ’s coat, which should be seamless.”] 
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mon^f books, and much other ^oods, they were presented to ye mage- 
strates, and messengerrs sente to mforme ve lords of ye Gounsell of them; 
and so they were comited to ward. Indeecl ye magestrats used them courte- 
ously, and shewed them what favour th^ could; but could not deliver them, 
till order came from ye Counselltable. But ye issue was that after a months 
imprisonmente, ye greatest parte were dismiste, & sent to ye places from 
whence they came; but 7. of ye principall were still kept in prison, and bound 
over to ye Assises. 

The nexte spring after, ther was another attempte made by some of these 
& others, to get over at an other place. And it so fell out, that they light of 
a Dutchman at Hull, having a snip of his owne belonging to Zealand; they 
made agreemente with him, and acquainted him with their condition, hoping 
to find more faithfullnes in him, than in ye former of their owne nation. He 
bad them not fear, for he would doe well enough. He was by appointment 
to take them in betweene Grimsbe & Hull, wher was a large comone a good 
way distante from any towne. Now against the prefixed time, the women 
& Children with ye goods, were sent to ye place in a small barke, which they 
had hired for y^ end; and ye men were to meete them by land. But it so 
fell out, that they were there a day before ye shipe came, & ye sea being 
rough, and ye women very sicke, prevailed with ye seamen to put into a 
creeke hardby, wher they lay on ground at lowwater. The nexte morning 
ye shipe came, but they were fast, & could not stir till aboute noone. In ye 
mean time, ye shipe maister, perceiving how ye matter was, sente hb boate 
to be getting ye men abord whom he saw ready, walking aboute ye shore. 

But after ye first boat full was gott abord, & she was ready to goe for 
more, the mr espied a greate company, both horse & foote, with bilb, & 
gunes, & other weapons; for ye countrie was raised to take them. Ye Dutch- 
man seeing yS swore his countries oath, sacremente,^’ and having ye wind 
faire, waigea hb Ancor, hoysed sayles, & away. 

But ye poore men which were gott abord, were in great dbtress for their 
wives and childreh, which they saw thus to be taken, and were left destitute of 
their helps; and themselves also, not having a cloath to sliiftd them with, more 
then they had on their baks, & some scarce a peney aboute them, all they 
had being abord ye barke. It drew tears from their eyes, and any thing they 
had they would have given to have been a shore againe; but all in vaine; 
ther was no remedy, they must thus sadly part. And afterward endured a 
fearfiall storme at sea, being 14. days or more before y®^ arived at their porte 
in 7. whereof they neither saw son, moone, nor stars, & were driven near ye 
coast of Norway; the mariners them selves often despairing of life; and once 
with shriks & cries gave over all, as if ye ship had been foundred ii^ye sea, 
& they sinking without recoverie. But when mans hope & helpe wholy 
failed, ye Lords power & mercie appeared in their recoverie;* for ye ship ro^ 
againe, & gave ye mariners courage againe to manage her. And if modestie 
would suffer me, I might declare with what fervente prayers they cried unto 
ye Lord in thb great dbtress, (espetialy some of them), even without any 
great distraction, when ye water rane into their mouthes & ears; and the 
mariners cried out. We sinke, we sinke; the^ cried (if not with mirakelous, 
yet with a great h^ht or degree of devine faith). Yet Lord thou canst save, 
yet Lord thou canst save; with shuch other expressions as I will forbeare. 
Upon which ye ship did not only recover, but shortly after ye violence of ye 
storme begane to abate, and ye Lord filed their afflicted minds with shuch 
comforts as every one caitot understand, and in ye end brought them to their 
desired Haven, wher ye people came flockeing admiring their dettverance, the 
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Btonne havinff ben bo longe & sore, in which much hurt had been don, is ye 
masters freinds related unto him in their congratulatkma. 

But to retume to ye others wher we left The rest of ye men were in 
greatest danger, made shift to escape away before ye troope could surprise 
them; those only staying y^ best might, to be assistants unto ye women. 
But pitifull it was to see ye heavie case of these poore women in this distieas; 
what weeping & crying on every side, some for their husbands, that were 
caried away m ye ship as is before related; others not knowing what shouU 
become of them, & their little ones; others againe melted in teares, seeing 
their poore little ones hanging aboute them, crying for feare, and quaking 
with could. 

Being thus aprehended, they were hurried from one place to another, 
and from one justice to another, till in ye ende they knew not what to doe 
with them; for to imprison so many women & innocent children ^r no other 
cause (many of them) but that they must goe with their husbands, semed 
to be unreasonable and all would crie out of them and to send them home 
againe was as difficult, for they aledged, as ye trueth was, they had no homes 
to goe to, for they had either sould, or otherwise disposed of their houses & 
livings. To be shorte, after they had been thus turmolyed a good while, 
and conveyed from one constable to another, they were glad to be ridd of 
them in ye end upon any termes; for all were wearied & tired with them. 
Though in ye mean time tliey (poore soules) indured miserie enough and 
thus in ye end necessitie forste a way for them. 

But y* I be not tedious in these things, I will omitte ye rest, though I 
might relate many other notable passages and troubles which they endured 
& underwente in these their wanderings & travells both at land & sea but 
I hast to other things. Yet I may not omitte ye fruite that came hearby, 
for by these so publick troubls, in so many eminente places, their cause 
became famouss,«& occasioned many to looke into ye same; and their godly 
cariage & Christian behaviour was such as left a deep impression in the minds 
of many. And tlijugh some few shrunk at these first® conflicts & sharp 
beginings, (as it was no g[iarvell,) yet many more came on with fresh courage, 
& greatly animated others. And in ye end, notwithstanding all these stormes 
of opposition, they all gatt over at length, some at one time & some at an 
other, and some in one place & some in an other, and mette together againe 
according to their desires, with no small rejoycing."» 

THE PILGEIMS IN HOLLAND 

In^August, 1608, we find Mr. Clifton, and probably Mr. Robinson, safely 
arrived and settled in Holland. They were soon united with their former 
companions, and are said to have become one with the original members of 
the church at Amsterdam. But though the members of the Scrooby church 
settled first at Amsterdam, their stay in that city was transient; for diffi- 
culties had already arisen there, and it was thought best to remove before 
they became personally involved in them. Leyden was the place to which 
their steps were turnedf; and the removal was probably effected in the spring 
of 1609. Their temporal circumstances in this strange land — ‘‘ the battle 
ground of Europe,” and “the amphitheatre of the world” — were the first 
to engage their attention. Most of them had been “ only used to a plain 
country life, and the innocent trade of husbandry,” and they were now in 
“ the principal manufacturing town of the Netherlands, and one of the most 
important in Europe.” A change of occupation, therefore, became necessary 
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to jkaaiy all; and they ** fell to such trades and employments as they best 
could, valuing peace and their spiritual comfort above any otiier riches what- 
ever.” Here, too, having established a printing press, Mr. Brewster published 
several books, some of which, of a prohibited chi^acter, being ** vent^ under- 
handedly ” in England, the ire of the Scotch prince was aroused, and a 
schout,” at his instance, was employed by the magistrates of Leyden to 
apprehend the offender; but the schout” being, says Bradford, m a ^Mull, 
dninken fellow,” he “ took one man for another,” and by a fortunate mistake. 
Brewer, not Brewster, was “ confined fast in the university’s prison.” 

We must not, however, omit to notice here one of the exiles, who, though 
but a youth at this time, became subsequently one of the first members of 
the colony of Plymouth, and exerted for many years a decided influence upon 
its fortunes and destiny. We refer to William Bradford, best known as 
Governor Bradford. Born at the little village of Austerfield, in Yorkshire, 
in 1588, he was trained “ to the affairs of husbandry.” He was soon a reg- 
ular attendant upon the ministry of Mr. Clifton. Joining the church before 
he was eighteen, he was with it during its exile; and whilst in Holland, he 
is said by Mather c to have learned the art of silk dyeing, of a French Pro- 
testant, though we find no confirmation of this statement in earlier writers. 

Of other members of the Pilgrim church, we shall have occasion to speak 
hereafter. It is impossible, at the present day, to state with exactness how 
many were connected with this church, either in England or in Holland. No 
records have descended to us from which a list of their names, or an account 
of their proceedings can be authentically drawn and for the want of such 
knowledge, it is as absurd as it is unnecessary, as Plutarch says in his Life of 
Nunuif to “ forge ancient archives to stretch their lineage back, and to deduce 
it from the most illustrious houses.” Their proudest pedigree is Massachu- 
setts and America. ** Si monumentum quccriii, circtimspice” 

THE EMIGRATION TO AMERICA 

Eight years residence in a land of strangers, sqbjecfed* to its trials and 
burdened witb its sorrows, satisfied this little band that Holland could not be 
for them a permanent home. The “ hardness of the place ” discouraged their 
friends from joining them. Premature age was creeping upon the vigorous, 
^vere toil enfeebled their children. The corruption of the Dutch youth was 
pernicious in its influence. They were Englishmen, attached to the land of 
their nativity. The Sabbath, to them a sacred institution, was openly neg- 
lected. A suitable education was difficult to be obtained for their children. 
The truce with Spain was drawing to a close, and the renewal of hqjstilities 
was seriously apprehended But the motive above all others which prompted 
their removal, was, says Bradford,^” a great hope and inwa»i zeal of laying 
some good foundation for the propagating and advancing of the Gospel of 
the kingdom of Christ in these remote parts of the world; yea, though they 
should be but as stepping stones to others for performing of so great a 
work.” 

For these reasons a removal was resolved upon. They could not in peace 
return to England^ Whither should they turn their steps? Some, and 
** none of the meanest,” were earnest for Guiana.” * Others, of equal worth, 

* The number connected with the church in Holland is supposed to have been not fax from 
three hundred. s. 

[■ One can hardlj imagine/’ says Eggleston, ^ '* what American Puritanism would have 
beeoiM under the skiee of Guiana. ”] 
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were in favour of Virginia, where the Englidi had aheady made edtranoe 
and bemning.” But a majority were for “ living in a dubtinct body by 
themselveB, thou^ under the ^eral government oT Virginia.'’ Quiana was 
the El Doimo of the age. Sir Walter Raleigh, its dlmverer, had deeorilt^d 
its tropical voluptuousness in the most captivating tetms; and Chapman, 
the poet, dazzled by its charms, exclaims: 

Quiana, whose rich feet are mines of gold, 

Whose forehead knocks against the roof of stars, 

Stands on her tiptoe at fair England looking, 

Kissing her hands, bowing her mighty breast, 

And every sign of all submission making. 

To be the sister and the daughter both 
Of our most sacred maid 

Is it surprising that the thoughts of the exiles were enraptured in con- 
templating this beautiful land? But as an offset to its advantages, its 
^'gnevous diseases” and “noisome impediments” were vividly portrayed; 
and it was urged that, should they settle there and prosper, the “ jealous 
Spaniard ” might displace and expel them, as he had already the French from 
their settlements in Florida; and this the sooner, as there would be none to 
protect them, and their own strength was inadequate to cope with so power- 
ful an adversary. 

Against settling in Virginia, it was urged that, “ if they lived among the 
English there planted, or under their government, they would be in as great 
danger to be persecuted for the cause of religion as if they lived in Eng^d, 
and it might be worse; and if they lived too far off, they should have neither 
succour nor defence from them.” Upon the whole, therefore, it was decided 
to “ live in a distinct body by thernsjelves, under the general government of 
Virginia, and by their agents to sue his majesty to grant them free liberty, 
and freedom o& religion.” 

Accordingly John Carver, one of the deacons of the church, and Robert 
Cushman, a privd,te member, were sent to England in 1017 to treat with the 
Virginia Company for a grant of land, and to solicit of the king liberty of 
conscience. The friends from whom aid was expected were Sir Edwin Sandys, 
the distinguished author of tlie EuropecB Speculurrif Sir Robert Naunton, 
afterwards secretary of state, and Sir John Wolstenholme, an eminent mer- 
chant and a farmer of the customs. Sir Ferdinando Gorges seems also to 
have been interested in their behalf. 

The messengers — “ God going along with them ” — bore a missive signed 
by the principal members of the church commending them to favour, and 
conducting 4;heir mission with discretion and propriety; but as their instruc- 
tions were not plenary, they soon returned (November 12th, 1617). The 
next month ^second embassy was despatclied. 

The new agents, upon their arrival in England, found the Virginia Com- 
pany anxious for their emigration to America, and “ willing to give them a 
patent with as ample privileges as they had or could grant to any ” ; and 
some of the chief members of the company “ doubted not to obtain their suit 
of the king for liberty in religion.” But the last “ proved a harder work 
than they took it for.” Neither James nor his bishops would grant si^h a 
request. All that could be obtained of the king after the most diligent 
“ sounding,” was a verbal promise that “ he would connive at them, and not 
molest them, provided they conducted themselves peaceably: but to allow 
or tolerate them under his seal,” he would not k^onsent. With this answer 
the messeagers returned (May, 1618); and their report was discouraging to 
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the ho^es of the exiles. Should they trust their monarch’s mrd, when bit- 
ter expehence had taught them the ease with which it ooi^ be broken? 
And yet, reasoned some, sa^p Bradford, ’’ his word may be as good as his 
bond; for if he purposes to injure us, though we have a seal as broad as the 
house-floor, means will be found to recall or reverse it.” In this as in other 
matters, therefore, th^ relied upon providence, trusting that distance would 
prove as effectual a saieguard as the word of a prince which had been so often 
forfeited. 

At length, after tedious delays, and “messengeis passing to and fro,” a 
patent was obtained which, tw the advice of friends, was taken in the name 
of John Wincob [or Whincop*], a gentleman in the family of the countess of 
Lincoln; and with this document, and the proposals of Mr. Thomas Weston, 
one of the agents returned, and submitted the same to the church for inspec- 
tion. The nature of these pr^osals has never transpired, nor is the ori^al 

f atent — the first which the rilgrims received — known to be in existence, 
t was concluded that the youngest and strongest should be the pioneers of 
the church, and that the eldest and weakest should follow at a future date. 
If the Lord ” frowned ” upon their proceedings, the first emigrants were to 
return; but if he prospered and favoured them, they were to ’’ remember and 
help over the ancient and poor.” As the emigrants proved the minority, it 
was agreed that the pastor should remain in Holland, and that Mr. Brewster, 
the elder, should accompany those who were to leave. Each party was to 
be an absolute church in itself; and as any went or came, they were to be 
admitted to fellowship without further testimonies. Thus the church at Ply- 
mouth was the first in New England established upon the basis of independ- 
ent Congregationalism. 

Their greatest hardship was the compact with the merchants. The Pil- 
grims were poor, and their funds were limited. They had no alternative, 
therefore, but to associate with others; and, as often hap^QS in such cases, 
wealth took advantage of their impoverished condition. TJo satisfy the mer- 
chants, who drove their bargains sharply and shrewdly, socne changes were 
made, and by ten tight articles the emigranjts were bound tp them for the 
term of seven years. At the end of this period, bV the original compact, 
the houses and’improved lands were to belong wholly to the planters; and 
each colonist, having a family to support, was to be allowed two days in each 
week to labour for their benefit. The last is a liberty enjoyed, says Sumner,* 
by ” even a Vallachian serf, or a Spanish slave and the refusal of the mer- 
chants %o grant so reasonable a request caused great complaint. As it was, 
it threatened a seven years’ check to the pecuniary prosperity of the colony; 
but as it did not interfere with their civil or religious rights, it wqs submitted 
to with the less reluctance, though never acceptable. 

At this critical juncture, while the Pilgrims were in such perplexity, and 
surrounded by so many difficulties, the Dutch, who could not out be sensible 
that the patent they had obtained of the Virginia Company would interfere 
seriously with their projected West India Company, and with their settlement 
at New Netherland, stepped forward with proposals of the most inviting, and 
apparently disinterested and liberal character. Overtures were made to Mr. 
^binson as pastor, that if he and his flock, and their friends in England, 

[* The petent was not used, says Bradford, another taken out in ISSO under the name of 
John Piene Meme to have been substituted. Wincob, the first patentee did not go with the 
emigrants (IflM). He Is never heard of again. In the household of this countess (widow of 
the fourteenth earl), Thomas DudAy, later one of the founders of MattaohuBetts, was steward. 
B. DmXTBLr 
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ahouid be traiu^wrad tb Aitienca free of expenief iiedMtfle be fur- 
niidied for tbeir euUaleiiee on their airivaL 
aUuded to in c^erel tomjsi by ^ly Pilgrim writere, ind 
represented as hnvioil originated >with the Datch» it has bf^ ^n eug- 

gieted, and even aesmed, that &e overtures Irom the P^grims thsm- 
selvee, but there is an inheient improbability In thb last But 

they were willing to aeoept them upon certain conditions, of whMi one was 
that the government of Holland would gMOmtee to protect tbmm ThB con* 
cession was eno\^ for the merchants to not upon. The prince of Orange was 
then in riie senith of his poww; and to idm, as stadholder, the meiS^ts 
repaired with a memorial, professedly in the name of the English preadier 
at Levdmi," praying that the aforesaid preacher and four hundred fanuUes 
may be taken under the protection of thd United Provinces, and that two 
of war may be sent to secure, provisionally, the said lands to tl^ 
government, since such lands may be of great importance whenever the West 
mdia Company' shall be organist.” 

The stadholder was too wary a politician to approbate immediately So 
sweeping a proposal, and referred it to the states general. For two mon^ 
it was Mfore this body, where it was several times discussed; and finally, 
after repeated deliberations, it was resolved (April 11th, 1620) peremptorily 
to reject the prayer of the memorialists.” Nor can we doubt the wisdom of 
the policy which prompted this decision. It was well known in Holland that the 
English claimed the territory of New Netherlands. The Dutch liad hitherto 
been tolerated in settling there, because they had not openly interfered with 
the trade of the English. But should they now send over a body of En glish 
emigrants, under the tri-coloured flag, designed to found a colony for the 
benefit of the Batavian Republic, the prudent foresaw that a collisioa would 
be inevitable, and might result disastrously to the interests of their nation. 

At last the Sveedwdl — miserable misnomer — of six^ tons, was*pur- 
chased in HoUand fpr the use of the emigrants; and the may flower ^ of one 
hundred and eighty toi^^ — whose name is immortal — was chartered in 
England, and was fitting for their reception. The cost of the outfit, includ- 
ing a trading stock of £1,700, was but £2,400 — about $12,000 of the currency 
of the United States! It marks the poverty of the Pilgrims that their own funds 
were inadequate to meet such a disbursement; and it marks the narrowness 
of the adventurers that they doled the sum so grudgingly, and exactedssuch 
securities for their personal indemnity. 

As the time of departure drew near, a day of public humiliation was 
observe^ — the last that the emigrants kept with tbeir pastor. At the con- 
clusion of his disoourae, those who were to leave were feasted at their pastor’s 
house, where, after “tears,” warm and gushing from the fulness of their 
hearts, the song of praise and thanksgiving was raised; and “ truly,” says 
Winslow, < an auditor, “ it was the sweetest melody that ever mine eaiB hei^d.” 
At starting, they gave their friends “ a volley of small shot, and thrw pieces 
of ordnance ”; and so, “ lifting up their hands to each other, and their hearts 
for each other to the Lord God,” they set sail from the port of Delfthaven 
July 22, 1620. T^ey soon reached Southampton, wher^ lay the Mayflower 
in readiness with the rest of their company. 

In about a f6rtid|^t (August 5th), the Speedwdl, commanded by Captw 
Reynolds, and the ]\fayflower, commanded by Gap^n Jones— both having 

1 Capt. John SiSlIb/SiyK'the &teedweU was of 70 tons, ana the Mat^fiomr of 100. Bui wa 
follow the etateiaent of Ooveraor indfoid.** 
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<m hfnuted wd fiUtetf passengera on board^nm leadjr to to 

eme tlie^AtlBiid^ ^Soiimly had the two barki left haroonirt ere flej^n 
Beynolde eomplained of the leakiaeas of tho MpeiwtBf and \mk ptit m it 
Dartmouth for repeirs. At theoed of eiid^prmoui days they «tierted'^ip3o, 
but had Bailed only a hundred kepoeB beyond the landVw,^ 

" former complaints were renewed, ana the veadehr put in at Pijl^outh, wMeu 
** by the consent of the whole company/* the was dismissed; and 

as the MavUower could accommodate but one hundi^ paasengers, twenty of 
tiiose who had embarked in the smaller vessel Vfm cbmpelled to return; and 
mat^ being ordered with reference to thW sad 

a^r the lapse of two more precious weeks. OA iIISl 

ld20, the Mayftowert freighted with the destinies m a Odraliiit**^ 'Slid 
having on board one hundred passengers — resolute men, women and ^Bdren 
— ** loosed from Plymouth/* and, with the wind east-northeast^ a fine 

was soon far at sea. 

the particulars of this voyage — more memorable by far than the fasned 
expedition of the Argonauts — are few and scanty. Though fair winds 
wafted the bark onward for a season, contrary winds and fierce storms were 
soon encountered, by which, says Bradford, she was ** shrewdly shaken,*’ and 
her upper works znade very leaky.” One of the main beams of the mid- 
ships was also ** bowed and cracked,” but a passen^r having brought with 
him “ a large iron screw,” the beam was replaced, and carefully fastened, and 
the vessel continued on. During the storm, John Howland, ** a stout young 
man,” was, by a ** heel of the ship thrown into the sea, but cstdimg by 
(he halliards, which hung overboara, he kept his hold and was saved.** ** A 
profane and proud young seaman, stout and able of body, who had despised 
the poor people in their sickness, tellmg them he hoped to help cast half of 
them overboard before they came to their journey’s end, as4 to make mer^ 
with what they ha^, was smitten with a grievous disease, o(f- which he died in 
a desperate manner, and was himself the first thrown** overboard, to the 
astonishment of all his fellows.” One othe- death pccurfed; that of a serv- 
ant^ and there was one birth, in the family of Stephen Hopkins, of a 
son, christened Oceanus, who died shortly after the landing. The ship 
being leaky, and the passengers closely stowed, their clothes were con- 
stantly wet. This added much to the discomfort of the voy^e, and laid 
the foundation for a portion of the mortality which prevailed the first 
winter. 

“Land ho!” This welcome cry was not heard until two months had 
elapsed, and on November 9th, old style, or November 19th, new style, the 
sandy cMs of Gape Cod were the first points which greeted the eyes of the 

ezUes.? 

GOVERNOR Bradford’s account of the Mayflower’s arrival 


Being thus arived in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell 
upon their knees & blessed ye God of heaven, who had brought them oyer 
ye vast & furious ocean, and deUvered them from all ye perQes & miseries 
tberof, agune to se^ their feete on ye firme and stable earth, their proper 
demente. And no marvell if they were thus joyefull, seeing wise Seneca was 
so affected with sailing a few imles on ye coast of his own Italy; as he 
affinned, that he had rather remaine twentie years on his way by land, then 
pass byeea to any plaoe uf-ashort time: so Mious ft dreadful! was ye same 
onto him. 
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But hear I oawotbut stay and make a pause, and atan^half amaaed e( 
this poore peoples pfeaente condition; and so I thinke will the md er too, 
when he well considen ye same. Bdng thus passed ye vast a sea 

of troubles before in their preparation (as may be remembered by yt whkh 
w^te before), they had now no friends to Wellcome them, nor inns to ente^* 
taine or rofrew their weatherbeaten bodys, no houses or much le as townee* 
to repaire too, to seeke for succoure. It is recorded in scripture as a myrel e 
to ye apostle & his shipwraked company, y t the barbarians mewed them no 
smale kmdness in refreshing them, but these savage barbarians, when they 
mettO'with them (as after will appeare) were readier to fill their aids full of 
arrows then otherwise. And for ye season it was winter, and they that 
know ye winters of yt countrie know them to be sharp & violent, & subjecte 
to cruell & feirce stormes, deangerous to travill to known pla^, much more 
to serch an unknown coast. 

Besids, what could they see but a hidious & desolate wilderness, full of 
wild beasts & wild men? and what multitudes ther might of them they 
knew not. Netheir could they, as it were, goe up to ye tope of Pisgah, to 
vew from this wilderness a more goodly cuntrie to feed their hops; for which 
way soever they tumd their eys (save upward to ye heavens) they could 
have little solace (a content m respecte of any outward objects. For sumer 
being done, all things stand upon them with a wetherbeaten face; and ye 
whole countrie, full of woods & thickets, represented a wild & savage heiw. 
If they looked behind them, ther was ye mighty ocean which they haZ^passm, 
and was now as a maine ban* & goulfe to separate them from all ye civill 
parts of ye world. 

If it be said they had a ship to succour them, it is trew; but what heard 
they daly from ye mr & company? but yt with speede they should looke out 
a place with their shallop, wher they would be at some near distance; for ye 
season was shuch as he would not stirr from thence till a safe harbor was dis- 
covered by them wher they would be, and he might goe Tythout dan^r; and 
that victeUs consi^ed apace, but he must & would keepe sufficient for them 
selves & their returne. •Yea, it was muttered by some, that if they gott Uot 
a place in time, they would tume them & their goods ashorei& Ireve theoL 
Let it also be considered what weake hopes of supply & succoure they kft 
behinde them, yt might bear up their minds in this sade condition and triaUs 
they were under; and they could not but be very smale. It is true, indeed, 
ye affections A love of their brethren at Leyden was cordiall & entire towards 
them but they had little power to help them, or them selves; and how ye 
case stode betweene them & ye marchants at their coming away, hath all- 
ready .been (Glared. What could now sustaine them but ye spirite of God 
and his grace 7 May not A ought not the children of these fathers rightly 
say: Our faithers were Englishmen which came over this great oceam and were 
ready to perish in this wilderness; but they cried unto ye Lord, and he heard 
their voyce, and looked on their adversitie.»» 

THE COMPACT AND THE LANDING AT PLYMOUTH (1620 A.D.) 

Morton P asserts that the Mayflower put in at this cane, partly by reason 
of a stonn by which she was forced in, but more especially by the fraudulency 
wd contrivance of the aforesaid Mr. Jones, the master of the ship; for their 
intoltiiCMi his engagement was to Hudson’s river; but some ot the Dutch 
having notice of their intention, and having thoughts about the same time 
of ereetinilf a plantation there likewise, they fraudulently hired the said 
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Jones, delays, while they were in England, and now under the pretence 
of the shoales, etc., to disappoint them in their going thither. Of this plot 
betwixt the Dutch and Mr. Jones, I have had late and certain intelligence.” 
The explicitness of this assertion caused the charge of treache^ — brought 
by no one but Morton — to be repeated by almost every historian for years, 
'but its correctness has since been questioned by writers whose judgment is 
entitled to respect. 

The Pilgrims were now ready to pass to the shore. But before taking 
this step, as the spot where they lay was without the bounds of their patent, 
and as signs of insubordination had appeared among their servants, an asso- 
ciation was deemed necessary, and an agreement to combine in one body 
and to submit to such government and governors as should by common con- 
sent ’ ’ be selected and chosen. Accordingly a compact was prepared, and signed 
before landing by all the males of the company who were of age, and this in- 
strument was the constitution of the colony for several years. It was as follows : 

In y* name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwriten, the loyall subjects of onr 
dread soveraigne Lord, King James, by y« grace of God, of Great Britaine, France, & Ireland 
king, defender of y« faith, Ac., haveing undertaken, for y« glorie of God, and advancemente of 
y« Christian faith, and honour of our king & countrie, a voyage to plant y« first colonie in y* 
Northeme parts of Virginia, doe by these presents solemnly & mutually in y« presence of G^, 
and one of another covenant & combine our selves togeather into a civill body politick, for our 
better ordering ft preservation ft furtherance of y«ends aforesaid; and by vertue hearof to 
onacte, constitute, and frame such just & equall lawes, ordinances, acts, constitutiona, ft offices, 
from time to time, and shall be thought most meete and convenient for y« general! good of y® 
Oolonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we 
have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape-Codd y» 11 of November, in y® year of raigno 
of our soveraigne lord. King James, of England, France, ft Ireland y® eightMUth, and of Scot- 
land y® fiftie fourth. Ano. Dom. 1020. 

While, on the one hand, much eloquence has beeikexpended in expatiating 
on this compact, as if in the cabin of the Mayflower haa con^iciously, and for 
the flrst time, been discovered in an age of Cimmerian darkness the true 
principles of repubKcanism and eauality ‘ — on the other hand, it has been 
asserts that the Pilgrims were “actuated^ by the most*daying ambition,” 
and that even at this early period they designed to erect a government abso- 
lutely independent of the mother country. But the truth seems to be that, 
although the form of government adopted by the emigjrants is republican in 
its character, and remarkably liberal, at the same time its founders acknowl- 
edged suitable allegiance to England, and regarded themselves as connected 
with tfie land of their nativity by political and social ties, both endearing and 
enduring. Left to themselves in a wilderness land, apart from all foreign aid, 
and thrown upon their own resources, with none to help or .advise, they 
adopted that course which commended itself to their calm judgment as the 
simplest and best; and if, under such circumstances, their compact was 
democratic, it seems chiefly to intimate that self government is naturally 
attractive to the mind, and is spontaneously resorted to in emergencies like 
the present. 

The flrst care of the exiles, having established their provisional govern- 
ment [and choosing John Carver as governor], was to provide for their shelter. 
Cautiously, therefore, for fear of harm, on the same day that the comp^t 
was simed, flfteen or*sixteen men, well armed, were set ashore at Lonjg Point 
to ex^ore the country; and returning at night with a boat-load of juniper, 
which delighted them with its fragrance, they reported that they had found 
neither persons nor habitgtions.” 

[1 Thif hw often been celled the fini written oonetltation in tile woili”] 
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The stillness of the Sabbath (November 12th, 1620) was eonseerated to 
worship — the first, probably, ever observed by Christians in Massachusetts 

— and on the morrow the shallop was drawn to the beach for repairs, and for 
the first time the whole company landed for refreshment. The adventurous, 
impatient of delay, were ea^r to prosecute a journey by land for discovery. 
Sixteen were detailed under Captain Standish — their military leader, who' 
had served in the armies both of Elizabeth and James — and the party 
debarked (November 15th) at Stevens’ Point, at the western extremity of 
the harbour, and marching in single file, at the distance of about a mile, five 
savages were espied, who, at their approach, hastily fled. Graves were dis- 
covered; and at another spot the ruins of a house, and heaps of sand filled 
with com stored in baskets. With hesitancy — so scrupulous were they of 
wilfully wronging the natives — an old kettle, a waif from the ruins, was 
filled with this com, for which the next summer the owners were remuner- 
ated. In the vicinity of the Pamet were the ruins of a fort, or palisade; and 
encamping for the night near the Pond in Truro, on November 17th they 
returned to the ship. 

Ten days after another expedition was fitted out, in which twenty-five of 
the colonists were engaged, and visited the mouth of the Pamet, called by 
them Cold Harbour. A third expedition was agreed upon December 6th; 
and though the weather was unfavourable, and some difficulty was experienced 
in clearing Billingsgate point, they reached the weather shore, and there had 
better sailing.” Yet bitter was the cold, and the spray, as it froze on them, 
gave them the appearance of being encash in glittering mail. The next day 
(December 9th) the island was explored — now known as Clarke’s Island. 
On Monday, December 11th (December 21st, new style), a landing was effected 
upon Forefather’s Rock.‘ The site of this stone was preserved by tradition, 
and a venerable coteraporary of several of the Pilgrims, whose head was sil- 
vered with the ffosts of ninety-five winters, settled the question of its identity 
m 1741. Borne p his arm-chair by a grateful populace^ Elder Faunce took 
his last look at tl^ spot so endeared to his memory, and bedewing it with 
tears, he bade h; farewell! In >774 this precious boulder, as if seized with ^ 
the spirit of tliat bustling age, was raised from its bed to be* consecrated to 
Liberty, and in the act of its elevation it split in twain! — an occurrence 
regarded by many as ominous of the separation of the colonies from England 

— and the lower part being left in the spot where it still lies, the upper part, 
weighing several tons, was conveyed, amid.st the heartiest rejoicings, to Liberty- 
pole square, and adorned with a flag bearing the irn})tTi8hab]e motto: ” Lib- 
erty or D^th!” On the 4th of July, 1834, the nabil day of the freedom of 
the colonies, ’this part of the rock was removed to the ground in front of 
Pilgrim Hall, and there it rests, encircled with a railing, ornamented with 
heraldic wreaths, bearing the names of the forty-one signers of the compact 
in the Mayflomr, 

On the day of the landing the liarbour was sounded, and the land was 

[* Plymoath Bock has been generally granted the honour of recfiving the first permanent 
of PllgrhnB on th^ xnainumd, but no rock ib uiuntionecl lu the Ho-called &tlat\on of 
Mourt * of wuoh he wrote only the preface, the mam text being the work of Bradford and 
Winslow, ha the latter part of last century a controversy was started by S. H. Gay, ** wh.'’- 
dedared the mast have ^n at the present Duxbury orl^mgston, not at the pres 

ent Plymoath. H. BiTBexter » however, brought strong evidence from channel -soundinj^ to 
sapport the tradition. Legend credits John Aiden and Mary Chilton with being the first to set 
foot on th e rock, but according to F. B. Dexter** they could not have landed on December lltb. 
The Teiy d #,t e of the landinghas been the subject of mi6ta||e. In ralculating the New Stylo 
for purposes of fixing a day of celebration December 22nd was taken instead of December 21st, 
and m spite efforts to eorreot the date, the 22nd has fadtened on popular usage.] 
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ejmlored; and the place inviting settlement, the adventurers returned with 
tidings of their success; the Mayflower weighed ‘anchor to proceed to the 
spot; and ere another Sabbath dawned she was safely moored in the desired 
haven. Monday and Tuesday were spent in exploring tours; and on Wed- 
nesday, December 20th, the settlement at Plymouth was commenced — twenty 
persons remaining ashore for the night. On the following Saturday the first 
timber was felled; on Monday their storehouse was commenced; on Thurs- 
day preparations were made for the erection of a fort, and allotments of land 
were made to the [nineteen] families; and on the following Sunday religious 
worship was performed for the first time in their storehouse. 

For a month the colonists were busily employed. The houses were 
arranged in two rows, on Leyden street, each man building his own. The 
whole of this first winter was a period of unprecedented hardship and suffer- 
ing. Mild as was the weather, it was far more severe than that of the land of 
their birth; and the diseases contracted on shipboard, aggravated by colds 
caught in their wanderings in quest of a home, caused a great and distressing 
mortality to prevail. In December, six died; in January, eight; in February, 
seventeen; and in March, thirteen — a total of forty -four died in four months, 
of whofn twenty-one were signers of the compact. It is remarkable that the 
leaders of the colony were spared. The first burial place was on Cole’s Hill; 
and as an affecting proof of the miserable condition of the sufferers, it is said 
jDy Bayliesa: that, knowing they were surrounded by warlike savages, and fear- 
ing their losses might be discovered, and advantage be taken of their weakness 
and helplessness to attack and exterminate them, the sad mounds formed 
by rude coffins hidden beneath the earth were carefully leveled and sowed 
whth grain,? 

RELATIONS WITH THE INDIANS: CAPTAIN MILES STANDISH 

r 

On John Smithes map the harbour where the Pilgrims Tydd come to anchor 
was designated by the English name of Plymouth, and ^as indicated on it 
as a fit place for settlement. In complimeift, it is saijd, to thh kind treatment 
received at tlw p]nglish city of Plymouth, the name of New Plymouth was 
retained. The settlers themselves are often designated as the Plymouth 
pilgrims.?/ 

The Indians, remembering the kidnapping exploits of Hunt and others, 
WTre hostile. More than half the colonists, including John Carver, their 
governor, died before spring. Those who retained their strength were hardly 
sufficient to minister to the urgent wants of the sick and dying. In this 
employment no one distinguished himself more than Carver, the governor. 
He was a man of fortune, who had spent all in the service of the colony, and 
readily sacrificed his life in discharging the humblest officea of kindness to 
the sick. He was succeeded by William Bradford, who was re-elected for 
many successive years, notwithstanding his remonstrance that “ if this office 
were an honour, it should be shared by his fellow citizens and if it were a 
burden, the weight of it should not always be imposed on him.” 

Previous to the arrival of the Pilgrims in New England, a sweeping pesti- 
lence had, as we haw seen, carried off whole tribes of natives, in the region 
where they had now settled. The traces of former habitation were apparent; 
but no Indians were found residing in their immediate vicinity. The spring, 
which restored health to the colonists, brought them also an agreeable sur- 
prise, in the visit of some Indians whose disposition was friendly. The visit 
of Samoset, whose previous intercourse with the English ^herftien enabled 
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him to salute them with Welcome, welcome, Englishmen! ” was ibllowed 
by that of Massasoit, tlje principal sachem of the country, with whom the 
celebrated treaty was concluded, which was inviolably oMerved, for more 
than fifty years, and contributed, during that period, more than any other 
circumstance, to secure New England from the horrors of Indian warfare.* 

In the fall of 1621 the first harvest of the colonists wtis gathered. The 
‘‘com’* yielded well, and the “barley” was “indifferently good.” but the 
“ peas ” were a failure, owing to drought and late sowing. Satisfied, however, 
with the abundance of their fruits, four huntsmen were sent for fowl; and 
at their return, “ after a special manner ” the Pilgrims rejoiced together, 
feasting King Massasoit ana ninety men for three days, and partaking of 
venison, wild turkeys, water fowl, and other delicacies for which New England 
was then famous. Thus the time-honoured festival of Thanksgiving was 
instituted — a festival which, originally confined in its observance to the sons 
of the Pilgrims and the state of Massachusetts, has now become almost a 
national festival.? 

The treaty with Massasoit was one of the most important events in the 
history of New England. Another efficient means of preserving the colony 
from Indian hostility was found in the courage, ability, and military experi- 
ence of Captain Miles Standish. He was the hero of New Enghind, says 
Doctor Belknap, as Captain Smith had been of Virginia. Though small in 
stature, he haa an active genius, a sanguine temper, and a strong constitU' 
tion. He had early embraced the profession of arms; and the Netherlands 
being, in his youth, the theatre of war, he had entered into the service of 
Queen Elizabeth, in aid of the Dutch, and, after the truce, settled with tlie 
English refugees at Leyden. He came over with the Pilgrims, and on their 
arrival at Cape Cod, he was appointed commander of the first party of sixteen 
men, who went ashore on discovery; and when they began their settlement 
at Plymouth, .he was unanimously chosen captain, or chief military com- 
mander. In several interviews with the natives, he was the first to meet 
them, and was* generally accompanied by a very small number of men, 
selected by hiliJS'Blf- , 

After the treaty ^as made with Massasoit, one of his petty sachems, Cor-^ 
bitant, became discontented, and was preparing to join with fhe Narragansetts 
against the English. Standish, with fourteen men and a guide, went to 
Corbitant’s residence and surrounded his house; but, not finding him aU 
home, he informed the Indians of his intention of destroying him, if he should 

C ersist in his rebellion. This decisive proceeding struck terror int(f the tur- 
ulent chieftain, who promptly submitted to Massasoit, and entreated his 
mediation with the English. The example was not lost upon the neigh bour- 
ing*sachems, eight of whom came foiward in September, 1621, to subscribe 
an instrument of submission to the English government. When the town of 
Plymouth was enclosed and fortified, the defence of it was committed to the 
captain, who organised the military force, made the appointments of sub- 
ordinate officers, and took efficient measures against sudden surprise by the 

natives. ^ i t i i ru 

The Narrangansetts were the enemies of Massasoit’s people. Indeed, Cap- 
tain Smith,/ in his history, says it was to secure a powerful ^y gainst tta 
tribe that the great chieftain made his treaty with thft Enghsh. 1 heir chM. 
Canonicus, sent a bundle of arrows tied up with a rattlesnakes skin to the 
governor, in token of hostility; but when Bradford filled tl^ rattlMnakes 
skin with powder and shot, and sent it bacl^in defiance, the sachein waa 
intimidalpa, and gl^ly consented to a treaty. The Indians were afraid to 
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receive* th!e significant token of the governor, or to let ittemam ji| their houtfos; 
and it was finally sent back to Plymouth. ^ 

A rival settlement was attempted in the immediate nei^bouriiood ot the 
Plymouth colony. Thomas Weston, London merdumt, originaBy concmed 
in the adventure to Plymouth, having obtained a separate ijatoit for a tract 
of land on Massachusetts Bay, sent two ships, with mty or mxty men, to set- 
tle a plantation. Many of the adventurers bemgsiok on their arrival, becaj^ 
dependent on the hospitality of the Plymouth people, with whom they 
remained through the summer of 1622. They aft^ards estabMied them- 
selves at Wessagusset, or Weymouth; but their affairs never {prospered. 
Their treatment of the Indians was such as to provoke their hostility; and 
a plot was laid for the extirpation of all the English settlers. This conspir- 
acy extended to manv tribes, and came to the knowledge of Massasoit, who 
revealed it to Edward Winslow and John Hamden, when they were paying 
him a friendly visit, and relieving him from a dangerous illness. The great 
sachem advised them to kill the leading conspirators, as the only means of 
safety (1623). 

The governor, on learning the impending danger, instantly committed the 
affair to Standish; directing him to take with him as many men as he chose, 
and if he should be satisfi^ of the existence of the plot, to fall upon the 
conspirators. Standish took but eight men for the expedition, and arriving 
at Weymouth, learned from the people enough of the insolent behaviour and 
threats of the Indians to satisfy him of their hostile intentions. Indeed, those 
who came to the place insulted and defied him. His only difficulty now was 
to bring a sufficient number of the Indians together to commence the attack. 
At length, when Wittuwumet and Pecksuot, two of the boldest and most 
powerful chiefs, were together in the same room, with a youth of eighteen, 
the brother of Wittuwumet, and another Indian, “ putting many tricks on 
the weaker sort of men,” the captain having about as many of his own party 
with him, according to Winslow,^ gave the word, and tne^'door being shut 
fast he began hirase^r with Pecksuot, and snatching the knife from his neck, 
after much struggling, killed him therewith; the rest killed Wittuwumet and 
the other man; the youth they took and hanged.* It i& incredible how many 
wounds these pien received before they died; not making any fearful noise, 
but catching at their weapons and striving to the last. Hobomoc (Stand- 
ish’s Indian guide and interpreter) stood by as a spectator, observing how 
our men demeaned themselves in the action; which being ended, he, smiling, 
broke forth and said: * Yesterday Pecksuot bragged of his own strength and 
stature, and told you that though you were a great captain yet you were 
but a little man; but to-day I see you are big enough to lay him on the 
ground.’ ” 

By Standish’s order, several other Indians were subsequently killed; but 
the women were sent away uninjured. This exploit of Standish so terrified 
the other Indians who had conspired with the Massachusetts, or Massachu- 
sencks, as Winslow calls them, that they forsook their houses, running to 
and fro like men distracted; living in swamps, and other desert places, and so 
brought diseases upon themselves, whereof many died, as Canacum sachem 
of Mwomet, Asuinet of Nauset, and laough of Matachiest.” The plantation 
of Weston was orokerfup and the settlers dispersed, within one year after it 

[’ These bloody proceeding excited eome miB^vings in the mind of John Robinson, vho, 
though still in Holland, exten&d a nastor’s oversight to the colony, which he intended presently 
to loin. “ Oh, how happy a thing*.t would have been/' he wrote in a letter to the colonists, 
that yoD had ccniTertM some berore you killed any/*— Hildreth. v] 
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b^KUn. Scm al people letumed to England, and others remaihed in the 
country. Weston did not come to America himself till after the dispersion 
of his feefhi some of wnom he found among the eastern fishermen; and from 
them ne nxst heard of the ruin of his enterprise. In a storm he was cast 
away on the eotuit south of the Piscataqua, and robbed by the Indians of all 
which he had saved from the wreck. Bv the charity of the inhabitants gf 
Piscat^ua, he was Aiabled to reach Plymouth, where he obtained some 
pecuniary aid, and he never repaid the debt but with enmity and reproach."' 

The situation of the colonists in the spring of 1623 was peculiarly distress- 
ing. ‘ By the scantiness of their crops and the prodigality of their neighbours, 
their granaries were exhausted and they 
were reduced to want. The narrative of 
their sufferings is affecting and thrilling. 

“ By the time their com was planted, their 
victuals were spent, and the 3 ' knew not at 
night where to have a bit in the morning, 
nor had they com or bread for three or 
four months together." Elder Brewster 
lived upon shell-fish. With only oy^sters 
and clams at his meals, he gave thanks that 
he could “seek of the abundance of the 
seas, and of treasures hid in the sand." 

Tradition affirms that at one time there 
was but a pint of corn left in the settle- 
ment, which, being divided, gave to each 
person a proportion of five kernels. In al- 
lusion to this incident, at the bi-centennial 
celebration, in 1820, when much of the 
beauty, fashion, wealth, and talent of Mas- 
sachusetts had congregated at Plymouth, 
and orators had spoken, and poets sang 
the praises of. the Pilgrims; amidst the 
richest viands, which had bee n prepared to 
gratify the most fastidious epicure to 
satiety, five kernels of parched corn were placed beside each plate, “a simple 
but interesting and affecting memorial," says Baylies,^? “of the distresses of 
those heroic and pious men wlio won this fair land of plenty, and freedom, and 
happiness, and yet, at times, were literally in want ot a morsel of bi^ad."9 

Another rival colony was attempted in the neighbourhood of the Ply- 
mouth settjers, by John Pierce, in whose name their first patent had been 
tak^ out. He procured another patent of larger extent, intending to keep 
it for his own benefit; but his treachery met its punibimient. Having embarked 
with a company of one hundred and nine persons, his vessel was dismasted 
and driven back to Portsmouth. His proj^erty was purchas^ by the Ply- 
mouth settlers, and the passengers and goods being embarked in another ves- 
sel, arrived safely at Plymouth, in July, 1623. The connection of the Pilgrims 
with the trading company in London, who were their partners in the scheii^ 
of colonisation, was attended with many inconveniences. To meet their 
engagements the colonists were obliged to submit to •the payment of exces- 
sive usury, and to trade at a serious disadvantage. One of their number, 
Isaac AUerton, was sent to London in 1626. He returned in the spring of 
1627, having obtained a loan of two hundred pqjinds at thirty percent, inter- 
est, and ]^id it out in goods suitable for the supply of the colony.* 
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At vh6 end of the seven years originally limited in the agreement between 
the Pljrmnuth colonists and the London adventurers, the London partners 
agreed to sell out their interest for £1,800, or about 5^9,000, to be paid in nine 
annual instalments. Eight of the principal colonists, in consideration of a 
six years’ monopoly of the Indian traffic, gave their private bonds for the 
amount. The joint-stock principle was now abandoned; a division was 
made of the movable property; and twenty acres of land, nearest the town, 
were assigned in fee to each colonist. 

The soil of New Plymouth was very poor; some not very successful 
attempts were made at the cultivation of tobacco; but the chief reliance to 
pay for cloths and other goods from England was the peltry collected by 
trade with the Indians. To save the voyage round Cape Cod, and to facili- 
tate the traffic with the Indians on Narragansett Bay and Long Island Sound, 
a trading house was built at the head of Buzzard’s Bay. A grant was also 
obtained from the council for New England of a large tract at the mouth of 
the Kennebec, 'where a post was established, and a lucrative traffic opened 
with the eastern Indians. A friendly message brought by Secretary De 
Hazier [or De Rasieres] had been received in October, 1627, from the Dutch 
at the mouth of the Hudson. From these Dutchmen the use of wampum 
was learned, soon found very serviceable in the trade with the eastern Indians. 
There was not yet capital enough to engage in the cod hsliery, but a step was 
made toward it in the establishment of a salt work. 

Straggling settlers, with or without grants from the council for New Eng- 
land, w’ere now fast planting themseh^es along the coast. East of the Pisca- 
taqua, obscure hamlets of fishermen were established in 1625 at Agamenticus, 
now York, and at the moutli of the Saco. A party of some thirty persons, 
under a Captain Wollaston, had set up a plantation in Massachusetts Bay, 
not far from Wissagusset, at a place which they called Mount Wollaston, now 
Quincy. This plantation presently fell under the control of one Morton, a 
pettifogger of Furnival’s Inn,” or, as he describes himself, ‘^df Clifford’s Inn, 
gentleman.” He changed the name to Merry Mount; sold^owder and shot 
to the Indians; gave refuge to runaw\ay servants; and set up a May-pole, 
upon which occasion he broached a cask of '^dne and a hogshead of ale, and 
held a high revel and caroasal. The people of Plymouth were requested by 
the other settlers to interfere; and Morton w’as seized by the redoubtable 
Standish, and sent prisoner to England in 1628. Eight plantations, from 
Piscataqua to Plymouth, some of them only single families, contributed to 
the expanse. 

Though their number did not yet amount to three hundred, the Plymouth 
colonists considered themselves now firmly established. “ It wps not with 
them as wdth other men, whom small things ^ould discourage, o*r smalV dis- 
contents cause to wish themselves at home again”; so they stated in their 
application to the council for New England for a new patent. They presently 
obtained it (June 13th, 1630), wdth an assignment as boundaries, on the land 
side, of tw'o lines, the one drawn northerly from the mouth of the Narragansett 
river, the other westerly from Cohasset rivulet, to meet “at the uttermost 
limits of a country or place called Pocanoket.” The tract on the Kennebec 
was also included in this grant. 

This patent gave»a title to the soil; but prerogatives of government, 
according to the ideas of the English lawyers, could only be exercised under 
a charter from the crown. A considerable sum was spent in the endeavour 
to obtain such a charter, but without success. Relying, however, upon their 
original compact, the colonists gradually assumed all the prer<^atives of 
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government — even the power, after some hesitation, of capital puilishment. 
No less than eight capital offences are enumerated in the ffrst Plymouth code 
of 1636, including treason or rebellion against the colony, and ''solemn 
compaction or conversing with the devil” Trial by jury was early intro- 
ducra, but the punishments to be inflicted oh minor offences remained for 
the most part discretionary. ^ 

For eighteen years all laws were enacted in a general assembly of all the 
colonists. The governor, chosen annually, was but president of a council, 
in which he had a double vote. It consist^ first of one, then of five, and 
finally of seven counsellors, called assistants. So little were political honours 
coveted at New Plymouth, that it became necessary to inlict a fine upon 
such as, being chosen, declined to serve as governor or assistant. None, 
however, were to be obliged to serve for two years in succession. 

The constitution of the church was equally democratic. For the first 
eight years there was no pastor, unless Robinson, stiU in Holland, where he 
died March 1st, 1625, might be considered in that light. Lyford, sent out by 
the London partners, was refused and expelled in 1624. Brewster, the ruling 
elder, and such private members as had the gift of prophecy officiated as 
exhorters. On Sunday afternoons a question was propounded, to which ail 
spoke who had anything to say. Even after they adopted the plan of a 
pastor, no minister, it was observed, stayed long at New Plymoutn.y 


COLONISATION OF MAINE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 


There is considerable obscurity in the early history of the extensive terri- 
tory now constituting the states of Maine and New Hampshire, arising from 
the numerous and conflicting grants made by the council of Plymouth for 
New England. The extensive powers conferred upon this company by the 
crown were*rf source of discontent in the mother country, and of litigation in 
the colonies. Their claim to the exclusive enjoyment of the fisheries was 
opposed in thejiouse of commons; and their attempf to establish this claim, 
by despatching Fraqcis West, •with a commission as admiral of New England, 
to protect their monopoly by the presence of a naval force jvas entirely nugg- 
tory; nor was the grant of a* patent for a tract extending ten milfijp oi^Massa*^ 
chusetts Bay, which they made to Robert Gorges, with power "to restrain 
interlopers,” attended with any better success. These failures discourage ^ 
the council ; and their subsequent operations were chiefly confined tathe grant- 
ing of patents for tracts of land in New England of various extent, without 
much regard to the inevitably conflicting claims of the patentees. Under 
sojne of these patents the settlements on the coast of Maine and New Hamp- 
shire were commenced. 

Among the earliest settlements in New England were those on the coaste 
of Maine. Its shores, as we have seen, were visited by Martin Pring in 1603 
and 1606, and the knowledge which he obtained of the interior of the country 
was communicated to the patrons of American colonisation. This led the 
Plymouth Company to attempt the unfortunate settlement under Popham,^ 


r* There was for many years a hot dispute over the early history of the SWne p^totione 
and the Maine Historical Society engaged Dr. Leonard Wo^s B{|d later John G. m 

researches which brought about a deal of controversy. By j^e, notal^ John A. Pew, it 
was claimed that the unfortunate Popham colony at Sabmo in 1607 d^^ved t^ ^ 
inir New England for England. The adversaries of this theory protes^that t^ Popham 
cofony haring been a fnUUty could not steal the glory of ‘I" 

in 1«M. Sopite of a long warfare the older accounts aft now re ^bll^ , Mid in the words 
of Winsdt" ‘‘A reaction that at one time claimed the necessity of rewriting history hsa in the 
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at the mduth of the Kennebec, in 1607, whose failure followed so speedily 
after its coimnencement. One of the most zealous supporters of Uiis enter- 
prise was Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who vainly urged his associates to repeat 
the experiment. 

Got^ continued his private course of discovery for several years; and 
in 1622, uniting his fortune with that of the wealthy John Mason, they obtained 
conjointly from the Plymouth Conipany — of which they were both members 
— a grant of the territory called Laconia, l 3 nng between fbe Merrimac and 
Kennebec rivers. A number of colonists were sent over the next year, and 
these commenced settlements near the mouth of the Piscataoua, in 1623. 
Here a part of them erected the first house, calling it Mason hall ; tne remainder 
pro(»eaing farther up the river, settled at Cocheco, afterwards called Dover. 
Fishing and trade were the chief objects of these emigrants; and coni^uently, 
their settlement increased slowly. Portsmouth had no more than sixty fami- 
lies in thirty years after its settlement. The council issued several patents 
of inferior extent a few years after, and some of these were comprised within 
the limits of Mason and Gorges’ grant. Two of these were situated at the 
mouth of the Kennebec, where a permanent colony was planted in 1630, under 
the direction of Richard Vines, a former a^nt of Gorges. The year following 
a tract, comprehending the peninsula on which Portland is bmlt, was conveyed 
by the council to two merchants, who erected a trading-house on an y^d 
near Portland harbour, and thus promoted the settlement of the neighbouring 
coasts. The colonists were principally from the southwest of England; and 
being accompanied by clergymen of the establishment, they found little favour 
with the Massachusetts planters. 

The Pemaquid territory, lying without the limits of Gorges’ patent, and to 
the eastward, extended about thirt y miles from the Kennebec. This tract had 
been the subject of an Indian treaty in 1625, at which time the settlement was 
commenced there. Pems^uid must therefore be regarded as the first per- 
manent settlement in Maine. In 1635, Gorges obtained froi<^ the council a 
separate title to that portion of their former grant which lies east of the Pisca- 
taqua, while Mason was confirmed in the possession of the •’vestem part. 
Gorges conferred on the tract thus acquired the name oi New Somersetshire, 
in compliment to his native county in England. 

In like manner Mason gave to his portion the name of New Hampshire. 
He sent agents to dispose of his lands, and take care of his interests; but he 
soon afte.'* died, leaving his affairs in so disordered a state that his family 
derived little braefit from his proprietorship, and the colonists were left to 
take care of themselves. Gorges took immediate measures for organising a 
government, and to this end, sent over Captain William Gorges to his colopy, 
with commissions to several gentlemen resident in the province. Seven of 
these commissioners assembled at Saco, March 25th, 1636, received from the 
inhabitants an acknowledgment of the jurisdiction of the proprietary, and 
attended some days, hearing cases in dispute and exercising a cognisance of 
criminal offences. 

There appears not to have been entire satisfaction on the part of the colon- 
ists, with this early administration; for in 1637 Gorges gave authority to 
Governor Winthrop anej others of Massachusetts, to govern the province and 
oversee his servants ana private affairs. But this order was entirely disre- 
garded by those to whom it was addressed: and, not long after, the proprie- 

end engagied fow adToeaitB*, and la now almost lost sight of.'* This is only one among many 
of the histsaoss whsra dsatanmtlvo blLiorieal criticism after maligning the old autnorities has 
been foreed to aeoeftthap aa our only aottfoes of infonnatio-i 
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tary obtained a royal charter, confirming the grant of the council, and treating 
him lord palatine, with^powers similar to those exercised by the bishop oi 
Durham. Gorges thereupon appointed a new board ol couneiUoiB for the gov- 
ernment of his province, the name of which was now changed to Maine. 
first general court under this charter assembM at SaeoTT^une 25th, at 
which the inhabitants of the several plantations renewed their of alla*< 
giance to the proprietary. Thesnas Gor^ arrived with the oomioission of gov« 
emor the same year, and presided at the second session of the court, hem in 
September. He resided at the city of Gorgeana — now the town York 
of which he was created mavor. 

Previous to the date of Mason’s patent for New Hampshire, the reveiend 
John Wheelwright, an emigrant from Massachusetts, for causes wiiit^ we shall 
hereafter notice, had purchased lands of the Indiana, and laid the foundation of 
Exeter; but it was not till 1639, that the inhabitants combing and estab* 
lished civil government an example which was followed a year or two after- 
wards by Dover and Portsmouth. In 1641, New Hampdiire was brought 
under the juiisdiction of Massachusetts, and permitted to send two representa- 
tives to the general court at Boston; thus ceasing to be a separate province in 
six years from the time of its first settlement. 

At the suggration of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, his friend Sir William Alex- 
ander had obtained in 1621, a patent for the territory east of the river St. 
Croix, and south of the St. Lawrence, under the name of Nova Scotia. This 
was followed in 1628, by the capture of Port Royal by the English} and in 
1629, Quebec itself surrendered to a naval force commanded by Sir David 
Kirke. All New France was thus conquered by the English, one hundred and 
thirty years before its final subjugation by the army of General Wolfe; but 
it was inunediately afterwards restored by treaty; the British government 
apparently not being aware of the value of the acquisition. 

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, in common with other royalists, was unable to 
breast the storm of civil war which was l)ecomc ruinous to all adherents to the 
crown. He was^aken prisoner on the surrender of BristM to the parliamentary 
toces, in 1645^ and soon died, paving his estate to his son John Germ. Cm 
the return of the governor to England, in 1643, he was suceg^ed in hb offic<f 
by Richard Vines. During his brief adminbtration, Colonel Al^xaqjder Jligby 
revived a title to a large portion of the province, which had been granted by 
the council of Pl3miouth in 1630, under th(‘ name of the '^Plou^ Patent 
[from the name of the ship Plough in which the patentees came ovej*]. Thb 
patent claimed jurbdiction of the tov>Tis, as well as possession of the soil, of a 
tract forty miles square, located in the most populous part of the province. 
Mr. Geoigo Cl(*aves, who had long resided in the province, was sent over by 
Rigtiy as hb agent and deputy governor. Cleaves summoned a court at 
Casco, in 16|M, in the name of the ^'lord proprietor and p^ident of the 
province of Lygonia,” as the new proprietor denominated nb patent; and 
though the inhabitants seem generally to have opposed the pretensknis of 
Rigby, yet as Vines received no directions from Gorges as to hb mode of pro- 
ceeding, he yielded to the storm, resigned hb commission, and removed with 
hb family to the bland of Barbadoes. Two years after, the commisaionm 
for foreign plantations in England recognised the clmms of Rigby, and the 
government of Lygonia became regularly establbhed? 

But few towns and plantations were left to the jurbdiction of the fonner 
proprietary of Maine, feese elected Edward Godfrei of Gorgeana tl^ir 
ernor; and fearing they should fall into the han<;b of the pimtan cwniM, they 
petitioned parliament in 1650 to constitute them a distinct jurisdiction. 
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Their ^plication was unsuccessful, and their apprehensions were soon real- 
ised. The Massachusetts Bay Company laid claim, to the greater part of 
Maine in 1652, under pretence that it was embraced within the limits of their 
patent. They accordingly proceeded to exercise jurisdiction over the towns, 
notwithstanding the manly protests and well-founded claims of Governor 
Godfrey: and Lygonia being soon after left in a defenceless state, by the death 
of Rigby, it also was brought within the Massachusetts charter, though some 
of its towns did not submit until 1658. 

The royal commissioners sent out soon after the restoration to inspect 
affairs in New England, visited Maine in the summer of 1665, and declared the 
province to be under the protection and government of the king. They also 



Craddock Old Fort, Medpokd 
(Bnllt io 1684 A refuge for the early settlera) 

desimated several gentlemen to administer affairs until the royal pleasure 
shomd be known: but the commissioners had scarcely left New England, 
when the authorities of Massachusetts, aided by a milita^ force, resumed 
their sway, and reduced the province to a reluctant submission. The l^al 
proprietor, F. Gorges, grandson to the original patentee, succeeded in obtain- 
ing a restitution of his title in 1677. This was effected by a formal arJjudica- 
tion at Whitehall, where the agents of the Massachusetts Bay Company ap- 
peared in compliance with a royal order. But the colony was unwilling to 
renounce her hold on the province, and in conformity with her instructions, 
her agents purchased the title from Gorges for the sum of £1,250. After this 
transaction, the govenmr and council of Massachusetts Bay took possession, 
imder colour of a right aerived from their former patent, and declaring them- 
selves the lawful assigns of Ferdinando Gorges, they proceeded to organise a 
provincial jurisdiction accordingly. 

The government establishiid at this time, consisted of a presidenlf, deputy, 
and assistant, eight justices, and an elective general court. This form of 
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government was retained until 1692, when by a new charter granted to Massa- 
chusetts, Maine was constituted a county, with the name of Yorkshire. This 
arrangement continued unchanged till 1760, when Cumberland aiul Lincoln 
counties were incorporated, and York reduced to nearly its present limits. 
After the revolution, Maine was styled a district, althouj^i its connection with 
Massachusetts remained the same until 1820, when it was erected into % 
separate and independent state. About one-third of the present territory of 
Maine was included in the patent of Gorges. The other portions fell to Massa- 
chusetts in virtue of the charter of 1692. 

Prior to that date, the ancient settlement of Pemaquid — now Bristol — 
was the only important post east of the Kennebec. The French province of 
Acadia, originally so indefinite in its asserted limits, was finally restricted on 
the west of the Pemaquid river. But the English resisted even this reduced 
demand of territory on the part of the French; and in 1664, Charles II included 
in his patent to James, duke of York, the country extending from Pemaquid 
to St. Croix river. Being thus united in its government with New York, it 
received the name of the county of Cornwall; a fortress was built at Pema- 
quid to defend the inhabitants; and at the instigation of the governors of 
New York, a considerable number of emigrants established themselves at 
different points along the coast. The ravages of the Indians prevented the 
growth of these settlements, and finally occasioned the dispersion of the 
inhabitants for a number of years. When James was dethroned ns king of 
England, his title to these lands ceased. The charter granted by William in 
1692, vested the territory in Massachusetts, as already stated. On the reduc- 
tion of Canada and the termination of Indian hostilities, numerous settlers 
again took up these lands: and from that time to the present, notwithstanding 
the many per])lexitics produced by conflicting and unsettled claims to the 
right of the soil, this portion of Maine has steadily advanced in cultivation 
and miprovrtrtent. The inexhaustible fisheries and forests of timb(T which 
first drew settlers to the shores of Maine and New Hampshire, covering their 
waters with fleets of small vessels, and enlivening their solitudes with the busy 
sounds of thc^ saw-mills, havef in all periods of their history, proved great 
sources of wealth.* 


THE COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

Besides the settlements mentioned as made or attempted on thg coast of 
New England, there had been another, of no great consequence in itself, but 
interesting as the embryo of the colony of Massachusetts Bay. White,* a 
cle^yman’of Dorchester, in the west of England, a Puritan, though not a 
separatist, had in 1624 persuaded several merchants of that city to attempt a 
settlement Wi New England in conjunction with the fishing business. The 
rocky promontory of Cape Ann, which forms the north shore of Massachusetts 
Bay, was fixed upon for this purpose: and Lyford and Conant, the same who 
had been expelled from New Plymouth by the zeal of the stricter separatists of 
that colony, were taken into employ, the first as preacher or chaplain, the 
other as general manager. This undertaking, like other similar enterprises, 
proved more expensive and less profitable than had ^en expected. It was 
abandoned in 1626; Lyford removed to Virginia; but Conant, relying upon 
the further co-operation of White, betook himself, with three companions, 
and a flock of cattle sent out by his employers, to Naumkeag, a fitter place, in 
his judgAent, for a settlement. 

WhitiR^exerted himself t« find new adventurers, and not without success. 



640 THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 

, t [1608 A.D.] 

The Enfflisfi Puritans, for years past, had been mowing more and more uneasy. 
Many clergymen of that cast had b^n silenced or deprived of their cures for 
nonconformity, and the present fashion of colonisation in America, as well as 
the example of the Plymouth colony, had suggested the idea of a Puritan 
refuge across the Atlantic. With this view, Jolm Humphrey, a brother-in- 
law of the earl of Lincoln, John Endicott, and four others, gentlemen of Dor- 
chester, obtained, at White’s inst^ation, from the council for New England, a 
grant of the coast between Laconia on the one side, and the Plymouth patent 
on the other, including the whole of Massachusetts Bay. This grant of March 
19th, 1628, extended westward to the Pacific, coterminate in that direction 
with the New England patent itself; north and south it was bounded by two 
parallel lines, the one three miles north of “any and every part” of the Merri- 
mac, the other three miles south of “any and every part” of Charles river, one 
of the streams flowing into the head of Massachusetts Bay, and so named on 
Smith’s map of New England. Part of this tract on the seacoast had been 
conveyed, in March, 1622, to Mason, under the name of Mariana, and another 
smaller portion to Robert Gorges, the late lieutenant general. He was dead; 
but his brother and heir had conveyed a part of this tract to Oldham, the exile 
from Pl 3 rmouth, who had established himself as an Indian trader at Nantasket. 
The rest had b^n transferred to Sir William Brereton, who about this time 
sent over indented servants, and began a settlement, probably at Winnissimet, 
now Chelsea. The earl of Warwick appears also to have had a claim to this 
territory, or a part of it; but, whatever it was he presently relinquished it to 
the Massachusetts patentees. Those patentees, indeed, for some reason not 
very apparent, seem to have regarded all the previous grants as void against 
them. 


ENDICOTT’s arrival (1628 A.D.) 

New partners were^soon found. John Winthrop, of Groton, in Suffolk, 
educated a lawyer, a gentleman of handsome landed prope^'ty, Sir Richard 
Saltonstall, and other wealthy Puritans in London and the vicinity, became 
interested in the enterprise; and, to prepare the way for a larger migration, 
John Endicott v;hom Edward Johnson// calls, “a fit instrument to begin this 
wilderness work,” indefatigable, undaunted, austere, yet of a “sociable and 
cheerful spirit,” was despatched at once, with sixty or seventy people, to 
make the commencement of a settlement. Welcomed at Naumkeag by 
Conant, September 14th, 1628, in conformity with his instructions, he soon 
despatched a small party by land, to explore tlie head of Massachusetts Bay, 
where it had been resolved to plant the principal colony. The peninsula 
between Charles and Mystic rivers, already known as Charleton or Charlestown, 
was found in possession of one Walford, a smith. The opposite peninsula of 
Shawmut was occupied by another lonely settler, one Blacfetone, an eccentric 
non-conforming clergyman. The islana, now East Boston, was inhabited 
by Samuel Maverick, an Indian trader, who had a little fort there, with two 
small cannon. On Thompson’s Island, more to the south, dwelt David 
Thompson, already mentioned as one of the original settlers on the Piscataqua. 
Oldham still had an establishment at Nantasket, though at this moment he 
was in England, negotialing with the Massachusetts Company. There were a 
few settlers, it is probable, at Winnissimet, servants of Brereton; some, also, 
at Wissagusset, and a fena more at Mount Wollaston. 

Endicott sent home loud oamplaints of these “ old planters,” esj^cially in 
relation to the IncUan trade, which fomied their thief business. Tqi^ came, 
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in fact, in direct conflict vith the new patentees, who claimed am exclusive 
right of Indian traffic within the limits of their patent. The importance of 
this trade was very muck exaggerated. There dwelt on the shores of Massii- 
chusetts Bay only four or five petty sachems, each with some tliirty or forty 
warriors. Yet, at Endicott’s suggestion, the company obtained a renewal of 
the royal proclamation of 1622 against irregular trading with the Indians. 

New associates, meanwhile, had joined the comj)any in England, includinj^ 
several from Boston and its vicinity, in Lineolnsliire ; among them, Isaac 
Johnson, another brother-in-law of the earl of Lincoln; Thomas Dudley, the 
earl's steward; Simon Bradstrect, steward to the dowagei coiint(‘ss of War- 
wick, and son-in-law of Dudley; William Coddington, a ^^calthy merchant of 
Boston; and Richard Bellingham, bred a lawyer — all conspicuous in the 
subsequent history of Massachusetts. A very warm interest was taken in the 
enterprise by the Lady Lincoln, a daughter of Lord Say, a conspicuous Puritan 
nobleman, himself active, as we shall presently see, in American colonisations. 
The company, thus re-enforced, and sustained by money and influential 
friends, easily obtained a royal charter confirming tlieir grant, and supt'ra del- 
ing powers of government. This charter was modelled after that of the late 
Virginia Company, vacated by Quo Warranto five years before.^ 

BANCKOFT ON THE CHARTER AND FIRST SETTLERS OF MASSACHUSETTS 

The patent for the company of the Massachusetts Bay passed the seals, 
March 4th, 1629; a few days only before Charles I, in a public state-paper, 
avowed his design of governing without a parliament. The charter, which 
bears the signature of Charles I, and which was cherished for more than half a 
century as the mo&t precious boon, established a corporation, like other cor- 
porations within the realm. The associates were constituted a body politic by 
the name of “ The Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England.” TlTe administration of its affairs was entrusted to a governor, 
deputy, and eigMecn assistants, who were to be annually elected by the stock- 
holders, or members of the corporation. 

Four tiniest year,^r otterief if desired, a general assembly of the freemen 
was to be held; and to th(‘se assembh(*s, which were invested with the neces- 
sary powers of legislation, iiiqut'st, and suptTintt'iidence, the iTiost important 
affairs were referred. No provision required the assent of the king to render 
the acts of the body valid; in his eye it was but a trading corporation, not a 
civil government ; its doings were esteemed as indifferent as those of ntiy guild 
or company in England; and if powers of jurisdiction in America were con- 
ceded, it was only from the nature of the business in which the stockholder 
wer^to engJtge. For the charter designedly granted great facilities for coloni- 
sation. It empowered, but it did not require, the govtrnor to administer the 
oaths of supremacy and allegiance; yet the barter, according to the strict 
rules of legal interpretation, w’^as far from conceding to the patentees the privi- 
lege of freedom of worship. Not a single line alludes to such a purpose ; nor 
can it be implied by a reasonable construction from any clause. The omission 
of an express guaranty left religious liberty unprovided for and unprotected. 
The express concession of power to administer the oath of supremacy, demon- 
strates that universal religious toleration was not designed; and the freemen of 
the corporation, it should be rememl)ered, were not at that time separatists. 
Even Higginson, and Hooker, and Cotton were still minisicrs of the Church of 
England ; nor could the patentees foresee, nor the English government antici- 
pate, how^v^ide a departure from English usagel^ would grow out of the emi- 
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gration of Puritans to America. Episcopacy had, no motive to emigrate; it 
was Puriianism, almost alone, that emigrated ; and freedom of Puritan worship 
was necessarily the purpose and the result of the colony. If the privilege 
could not have been established as a legal right, it followed so clearly from the 
facts, that, in 1662, the sovereign of England, probably with the assent and at 
the instance of Clarendon, declared, ^°the principle and foundation of the 
c*harter of Massachusetts to be the freedom of liberty of conscience.” 

Massachusetts was not erected into a province, to be governed by laws of 
its own enactment; it was reserved for the corporation to decide what degree of 
civil rights its colonists should enjoy. The charter on which the freemen of 
Massachusetts succeeded in erecting a system of independent representative 
liberty, did not secure to them a single privilege of self government; but left 
them, as the Virginians had been left, without one valuable franchise, at the 
mercy of a corporation within the realm. This was so evident, that some of 
those who had already emigrated clamoured that they were become slaves. 
It was perhaps implied, though it was not expressly required, that the affairs 
of the company should he administered in England ; yet the place for holding 
the courts was not specially appointed. What if the corporation should vote 
the emigrants to be freemen, and call a meeting beyond the Atlantic? What 
if the governor, deputy, assistants, and freemen, should themselves emigrate, 
and thus break down the distinction between the colony and the corporation? 
The history of Massachusetts is the counterpart to that of Virginia; the latter 
obtained its greatest liberty by the abrogation of the charter of its company; 
the former by a transfer of its charter, and a daring construction of its powers 
by the successors of the original patentees. 

The charter had been granted in March; in April, preparations were hasten- 
ing for the embarkation of new emigrants. The government whi(‘h was now 
established for Massachusetts merits commemoration, though it was never 
duly organised. It was to consist of a governor and counsellor, of whom 
eight out of the thirteen were appointed by the corporation in 'England; three 
were to be named by +hese eight; and, as it was said, to remove all grounds of 
discontent, the choice of the remaining two counsellors w^s granted to the 
, colonists as a liberal boon. The board, when thus constituted, was invested 
with all the powers of legislation, ju'?tice, and administration. Such was the 
inauslE)ici6Us d^rwn of civil and religious liberty on the bay of Massachusetts. 

^ Benevolent instructions to Endicott were at the same time issued. “ If 
any of the salvages” — such were the orders long and uniformly followed in all 
changesiof government, and placed on record more than half a century before 
William Penn proclaimed the principles of peace on the borders of the Dela- 
ware — pretend right- of inheritance to all or any part of the lands granted 
in our patent, we pray you endeavour to purchase their t 3 rtle, that we *may 
avoid the least scruple of intrusion.” ^‘Particularly publish, that no wrong 
or injury be offered to the natives.” i 

Tlie departure of the fleet for America was now anxiously desired. The 
colonists were to be cheered by the presence of religious teachers; and the 
excellent and truly catholic Francis Higginson, an eminent non-conforming 
minister, receiving an invitation to conduct the emigrants, esteemed it as a 
call from heaven. The propagation of the gospel among the heathen was 
earnestly desired; in gious sincerity they resolved if possible to redeem these 
wrecks of human nature; the colony seal was an Indian, erect, with an arrow 
in his right hand, and the motto, “Come over and help us.” The company of 
emigrants was winnoweil before sailing; and servants of ill life were discharged. 
“ No idle drone may live amongst us,” was the spirit as well as the*law of the 
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dauntless community, which was to turn the sterility of New England into a 
cluster of wealthy state!^ 

It was in the last days of June, that the little band of two hundred arrived 
at Salem, where the “corruptions of the English church” were never to be 
planted, and where a new “reformation” wal to l)e reduced to practice. 
They found neither church nor town; eight or ten pitiful hovels, one mor8 
stately tenement for the governor, and a few cornfields, wvrc the only proofs 
that they had been preceded by their countrymen. The whole body of old 
and new planters now amounted to three hundred; of whom one third joined 
the infant settlement at Charlestown. 

To the great European world the few tenants of the mud hovels and log 
cabins at Salem might appear too insignificant to nuTit notice; to themselves 
they were as the chosen emissaries of God; outcasts from I'mgland, yet fav- 
ourites with heaven; destitute of security, of convenient food and shelter, and 
yet blessed beyond all mankind, for they were the depositaries of the purest 
truth, and the selected instruments to kindle in the wilderness the beacon of 
pure religion, of whi(‘h the undying light should not only penetrate the wig- 
wams of the heathen, but spread its benignant beams across the darkness of 
the whole civilised world. The emigrants were not so much a body politic, 
as a church in the wilderness. An entire separation was made between state 
and church July 20th; religious worship was established on the basis of the 
indejiendence of each separate religious community; all officers of the church 
were elected by its members; and these rigid Calvinists, of whose rude intoler- 
ance the world has been filled with calumnies, subscribed a covenant, cher- 
ishing, it is true, the severest virtues, but without one tinge of fanaticism. 
It was an act of pk'ty, not of study; it favored virtue, not superstition; 
inquiry, and not submission. The people were enthusiasts, but not bigots. 
The church was self-constituted. It did not ask the assent of the king, or 
recognise him .as its head; its officers were set apart and ordained among 
thenibelves; it used no liturgy; it rejected unnecessary ceremonies, and 
reduced the simitlicity of Calvin to a still plainer standard. The motives 
which controlled ■flicir decisions were so deeply seated in the very character 
of their party, that the doctrine and discipline then established at Salem 
remamed the rule of Puritans in New England. 

There existed, even in this little company, a few individuals to whom 
the new system was unexpected; and in John and Samuel Browne, they 
fomid able leaders. They declared their diss(‘nt from the church of Higgin- 
son; and, at every risk of union and tranquillity, they insisted upon the use 
of the English liturgy. But should the emigrants give up the very purpose'* 
for wjiich they had crossed the Atlantic? Should not even the forests of 
Massachusetts be safe against the intrusion of the hleiarchy, before which they 
had fled? Filling it to be a vain attempt to persuade the Brownes to relin- 
quish their lesolute opposition, and believing that their speeches tended to 
produce disoider and dangerous feuds, Endicott sent them to England in the 
returning ships; and faction, deprived of its leaders, died away. 

Winter brought disease and the sufferings incident to early settlements. 
Above eighty, almost half of the emigrants, died before spring. Higginson 
himself fell a victim to a hectic fever. 

TRANSFER OF THE CHARTER TO MASSACHUSETTS 

On the fiPUggestion of the generous Matthew Caadock, the governor of the 
company, ifk was proposed Jiny 28th, 1629, that the charter should be trans- 
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ferred to' those of the freemen who should themselves inhabit the colony; and 
the question immediately became the most importaijt that could be debated. 
An agreement was at once formed at Cambridge in England, between men of 
fortune and education, that they would themselves embark for America, if, 
before the last of September,* the whole government should be legally trans- 
ferred to them and the other freemen of the company, who should inhabit the 
plantation. The plan was sufficient to excite in the family of John Winthrop, 
and in many of the purest men in England, the desire to emigrate. “ I shall 
call that my country,” said the younger Winthrop to his father, where I may 
most glorify God, and enjoy the presence of my dearest friends.” September 
1st, 1629, it was with general consent declared, that the government and the 

patent Should be transferred be- 
yond the Atlantic, and settled 
in New England. 

This vote was simply a deci- 
sion of the question where the 
future meetings of the company 
should be held; and yet it ef- 
fectually changed a commercial 
corporation into an independent 
provincial government. The 
measure was believed to be con- 
sistent with the principles of the 
charter. The corporation did 
not sell itself; the corporation 
emigrated. They could not as- 
sign the patent ; but they could 
call a legal meeting at London or 
on board ship in«aii English har- 
bour; and wli>' not in the port 
of Salem as w^*il as at the Isle of 
Wight? ip a cabki or under a tree 
at Charlestown, as well as at 
the house of Goffe in London? 
The propriety of the measure, 
in a juridical point of view, has 
been questioned. Similar patents were granted by the Long Parliament 
and Charles II, to be exercised in Rhode Island and Connecticut; Baltimore 
Ind Penn long resided on their domains; and the Pilgrims brought with them 
a patent, which, it is true, had not pa.ssed the seals, but which was invayd for 
a very different reason. But, whatever may be thought of the legality of the 
transfer of the charter, it certainly conferred no new franchises or power on 
the emigrants, unless they were already members of the company ; it admitted 
no new freemen; it gave to Massachusetts a present government; but the 
corporation, though it was to meet in New England, retained in its full integ- 
rity the chartered right of admitting freemen according to its pleasure. The 
manner in which that power was to be exercised would control the early 
political character offMassachusetts. 

THE EMIGRATION WITH JOHN WINTHHOr (1629 A.D.) 

At the court convened, October 20th, for the purpose of appointing officers 
who would emigrate, John Winthrop, a man approved for pietj^ liberality. 
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and conduct, was chosen governor, and the whole board of assistants selected 
for America. Yet, as the hour of departure drew near, the consciousness of 
danger spread such terrors, that even the hearts of the strong began to fail. 
One and another of the magistrates declined. It was principally the calm 
<lecision of Winthrop which sustained the courage of his companions. An 
honest royalist, averse to pure democracy, yet firm in his regard for existiilfe 
popular liberties; in England a conformist, yet loving ^‘gospel purity’’ even 
to Independency; in America mildjy aristocratic, advocating a government of 
'‘the least part,” yet desiring that part to tK‘ “the wiser of the best disin- 
terested, brave, and conscientious — his character marks the transition of the 
reformation into avowed republicanism; when the sentiment of loyalty, still 
sacredly cherished, was gradually yielding to the irresistible spirit of civil free- 
dom. 

The whole number of ships employed during the season was seventeen; 
and they carried over not far from fifteen hundred souls. About eight hun- 
dred — all of them Puritans, inclined to the party of the independents; many 
of them men of high endowments, large fortune, and the best education; 
scholars, well versed in all the learning of the times; clergymen, who ranked 
among the most eloquent and pious in the realm — (‘mbarked with Winthrop 
for their asylum, bearing with them the charter, which w'as to be the basis of 
their liberties! Before leaving Yannouth, they published to the world the 
grounds of their removal, and bade an affectionate farewell to the Church of 
England and to the land of their nativity. “ Our hearts,” say they, “shall lx* 
fountains of tears for your everlasting welfare, when we shall be in our poor 
cottages in the wilderness.” 

The emigrants were a body of sincere believers, desiring purity of religion, 
and not a colony of philosophers, bent upon universal toleration. Reverence 
for their faith led them to a new hemisphere, where distance might protect 
them from ifttluisition; to a soil of which they had purchased the exclusive 
possession, with a charter of which they had acquired J/he entire control; for 
the sak(' of redu^ng to practice the doctrines of religion and the forms of civil 
liberty, which* they cherished more than life itself. They constituted a corj 
poration to which they themselves might establish, at their pleasure, the 
terms of admission. They held in their owm hands the key to thoir asylum, 
and maintained their right of closing its doors against the enemies of its Iiar- 
mony and its safety. * 

In June and July, 1630, the ships which bore Winthrop and his immediate 
companions, arrived to a scene of gloom; such of the earlier emigrants as had 
survived the previous winter, were poor and weak from sickness ; their corn 
and»bread Vere hardly enough for a fortnight’s suf)ply. Instead of offering a 
welcome, they thronged to the new-comers to be led. Nearly two hundred 
servants, who had been sent over at a great expense, received their liberty, 
free from all engagements: their labour — such was the excessive scarcity — 
was worth less than the cost of their maintenance. 

The selection of places for the new plantations became the immediate care. 
The bay and the adjoining rivers were examined : if Charlestown was the place 
of the first sojourning, it was not long before the fires of civilisation, never more 
to be quenched, were kindled in Boston and the adjfyent villages. Boston, 
especially, had “ sweet and pleasant springs,” “ and good land, affording rich 
corn-fields and fruitful gardens.” The dispersion of the company was 
esteemed a grievance; but no time was left fgr long deliberation, and those 
who had Itealth began to build. Yet sickness dekyed the progress of the work ; 
and deatfL often withdrew tht labourer from the fruit of his exertions. Every 
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hardship was encountered. The emigrants lodged at best in tents of cloth 
and in miserable hovels; they beheld their friends “weekly, yea, almost daily, 
drop away before their eyes”; in a country abounding in secret fountains, 
they perished for the want of good water. 

THE GOVERNORSHIP OF WINTHROP 

The first public worship was hold under a tree. On the 30th of July, 1630, 
a solemn fast was observed at Charlestown; and on this occasion were laid 
the foundations of the first church at this place and at Boston. John Wiii- 
throp governor, and Thomas Dudley deputy, with eighteen assistants, and 
the body of the freemen who should settle in the new province, were to con- 
stitute a legislative and executive body, in which all the corporate rights of 
the colony were vested. The court of assistants held its first meeting at 
Charlestown, on the 23rd of August, and enacted that houses be built for the 
ministers, and salaries raised for them at the common charge. A second 
court ordered that no settlements should be made within the limit of their 
patent, without the consent of the governor and his assistants; and changed 
the name of Trimountain to Boston, of Metapan to Dorchester, and gave to 
the town on Charles river the name of Watertown. The first general court of 
Massachusetts was held the same year at Boston, where the governor and most 
of his assistants had removed with their families some time previous. This 
court enacted, in October, that the freemen should in future elect representa- 
tives, who were to choose a governor and deputy from their own number, and 
with these, possess power to make laws for the province and appoint officers to 
execute them. To this measure the people gave their assent by a general vote ; 
but the court rescinded it early the next year, and enacted that the officers 
should be chosen by the whole body of freemen. 

The colony suffered much from the severity of the climfiJte, and other 
trials incident to a new settlement. Before December, two nundred of their 
number died, among -^om was Lady Arbella Johnson, a davfghter of the earl 
of Lincoln, who had left the abodes of luxury and social cOmfort for the 
American wilderness, there to leave a memorial of her virtues and misfortunes. 
Her h'usbnnd, one of the chief patrons of the colony, weighed down by sorrow 
and suffering, soon followed her. But the colonists bore all with fortitude. 

As soon as the severity of the winter was sufficiently abated to admit of 
assemblies being convened, the court proceeded to enact laws for their internal 
regulation: and in May (1631) that body ordered that in future no persons 
should be admitted freemen, or entitled to a share in the government, unless 
members of some of the churches within the province. Many hif?torians-and 
statesmen have censured this provision, and the right of the government to 
make it has been much questioned. Yet it was perfectly consistent with the 
spirit of the age; and though it subsequently produced much dissension, it 
continued in force until the dissolution of the government. 

In 1632 the chiefs of several Indian tribes visited Governor Winthrop, and 
sought his alliance. Among them were the sachems of the Mohegans, Nip- 
inucs, Narragansetts, and Pequots. They were hospitably entertained by the 
governor, and entered.respectively into treaties of amity with the colony. 
To confirm their friendly relations with the Plymouth colony, Winthrop and 
Wilson paid a visit to Governor Bradford, and passed a Sabbath with hm; 
an event to which no small importance was attached at the time. During 
the summer of 1633, two hwndred emigrants arrived from Englaftd, among 
whom were some eminent Puritan ministers, Eliot and Mayhe\yJ the first 
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Protestant missionaries <!b the Indians; John Cotton, “a man whose singular 
worth procured and loijg preserved to him a patriarcnal repute and authority 
in the colony”; and Thomas Hooker, a man little inferior to him in worth aiul 
influence. At a later period, Dr. Increase Mather arrived, whose family suj> 
plied no less than ten ministers to the colony in after times, and produced the 
celebrated author of the Ecclesiastical History of Neic England. 

The small-pox had prevailed in the neighbourhood of the English settle- 
ments to a considerable extent, destroying the natives and leaving their land^ 
desolate; and as several of the vacant Indian stations were well chosen, the 
colonists eagerly took possession of them. This produced a greater dispersion 
of the population than suited the condition of an infant colony, and it led to 
innovation in the government, totally altering its natun* and constitution. 
When a general court was to be held in 1634, instead of attending in fx’rson, 
as the charter prescribed, the freemen elected representatives in their diffen'iit 
districts, authorising them to appear in their name, with full po\ser to delib- 
erate and decide on all points that fell under the* cognisance of the g(‘nernl 
court. This court asserted their right to a greater share in the government 
than they had formerly possessed, and provid(‘d that the whol(‘ ])ody of free- 
men should assemble but once a year for the election of magistrates, while the 
do))utics from the several districts were to assemble in general court four tinu's 
a year. They also provided against arbitrary taxation, by enacting that tlu* 
disposing of land and raising of money should be done only by th(‘ representa- 
tives of the people. This general court is the second instance of a house oi 
representatives in America, the first being that of Virginia, convened Juiu' 
19th, 1619. The government thus established, was retained, with but slight 
alterations, during the continuance of the charter. We must henceforth con- 
sider the colony, not as a corporation, whose powers were defined and mode ol 
procedure regulated by its charter — but as a society possessed of political 
liberty, ancUf* constitution framed on the model of that in England.* Thus 
early did Massachusetts echo the voice of Virginia. 

The state Was filled with the hum of village politibians; “the freemen of 
every towm in fhc bay were busy in inquiring into their liberties and privi- 
leges.” With the exception of the principle of universal, suffrage, now ft) 
happily established, the representative democracy was as perfect t\^o cfinturies 
ago as it is to-day. Even the magistrates, who acted as judges, held their* 
office by the annual popular choice. “Elections cannot be saj(' there long,*’ 
said the lawyer Lechford. The same prediction has been madejthese two 
hundred years. The public mind, ever in perj)etual agitation, is still easily 
shaken, even by slight and transient impulses; but after all its vibrations, it 
follows tlie laws of the moral world, and safely recov(‘rs its balance. 

*To limit the discretion of the executive, the people next demanded a writ- 
ten constitujiion; and a commission was appointed, in May, 1635, “ to frame a 
body of grounds of laws in resemblance to a rnagna rharta,” to serve as a bill 
of rights. The ministers, as well as the general court, were to pass judgment 
on the work; and, with partial success. Cotton urged that God’s people 
should be governed by the laws from God to Moses. The relative powers of 
the assistants and the deputies remained for nearly ten years, 1634 to 1644, 
the subject of discussion and contest. Both were elected by the people; the 
former by the whole colony, the latter by the several^towns. The two bodies 
acted together in convention; but the aSsLstants claimed and exercised the 
further right of a separate negative vote on all joint proceedings. Tlie popu- 
lar bran(Ji resisted; yet the authority of the pjtricrans was long maintained, 
Bometin^s by wise delay, ^metimes by “a judicious sermon;” till, at last. 
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March, 1644, a compromise divided the court into two branches, and gave to 
each a negative on the other. 99 

BANCROFT ON PURTTAN INSTITUTIONS AND INFLUENCE 

' It was ever the custom, and it soon became the law, in Puritan New Eng- 
land, that none of the brethren shall suffer so much barbarism in their fami- 
lies as not to teach their children and apprentices so much learning as may 
enable them perfectly to read the English tongue.’’ To the end that learning 
may not be buried in the graves of our forefathers,” it was ordered in all the 
Puritan colonies that every township, after the Lord hath increased them to 
the number of fifty householders, shall appoint one to teach all children to 
write and read ; and where any town shall increase to the number of one hun- 
dred families, they shall set up a grammar school; the masters thereof being 
able to instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the university.” The 
press began its work in 1639. When New England was poor, and they were 
but few in number, there was a spirit to encourage learning.” 

FREE schools: HARVARD COLLEGE 

Six years after the arrival of Winthrop, the general court voted a sum, 
equal to a year’s rate of the whole colony, towards the erection of a college. 
In 1638, John Harvard, who arrived in the bay only to fall a victim to the 
most wasting disease of the climate, desiring to connect himself imperishably 
with the happiness of his adopted country, bequeathed to the college one half 
of his estate and all his library. The infant institution was a favorite; Con- 
necticut, and Plymouth, and the towns in the east often contributed little 
offerings to promote its success; the gift of the rent of a ferry, in 1645, was a 
proof of the care of the state; and once, at least, every family 4i? each of the 
colonies gave to the college at Cambridge twelve pence, or a p^ck of corn, or its 
value in unadulterated wampumpeag; while the magistrates and wealthier 
men were profuse in their liberality. The college, in return, Exerted a power- 
ful influence in fo^yning the early character of the country^ In these measures, 
especially in tho.laws establishing common schools, lies the secret of the suc- 
cess and cnaracter of New England. Every chikl, as it was born into the 
\/orld, was lifted from the earth by the genius of the country, and, in the 
statutes q/ the land, received, as its birthright, a pledge of the public care for 
its morals and its mind. 

. There are some who love to enumerate the singularities of the early Puri- 
tans. They were opposed to wigs; they wo’ild preach against veils; they 
denounced long hair; they disliked the cross in the banner, as much as Ihe 
people of Paris disliked the lilies of the Bourbons, and for analo^us reasons. 
They would not allow Christmas Day to be kept sacred; they called neither 
months, nor days, nor seasons, nor churches, nor inns by the names common 
in England; they revived Scripture names at christenings. The grave 
Romans legislated on the costume of men, and their senate could even stoop 
to interfere with the triumphs of the sex to which civic honors are denied; 
the fathers of New England prohibited frivolous fashions in their own dress; 
and their austerity, checking extravagance even in woman, frowned on her 
hoods of silk and her scarfs of tiffatiy, extended the length of her sleeve to the 
wrist, and limited its greatest width to half an ell. The Puritans wpe form^ 
and precise in their manners ;^ingular in the forms of their legislation; rigid 
in the observance of their prmciples. Every topic of the day foun(^ a place 
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in their extemporaneous prayers, and infused a stirring interest into their long 
and frequent sermons. Jhe courts of Massachusetts respected in practice the 
code of Moses; the island of Rhode Island enacted for a year or two a Jewish 
masquerade; in New Haven, the members of the constituent committee were 
called the seven pillars, hewn out for the hou^ of wisdom. But these are 
only the outward forms, which gave to the new sect its marked exterior. 

If from the outside peculiarities, which so easily excite the sneer of the 
superficial observer, we look to the genius of the sect itself, Puritanism was 
religion struggling for the people. '‘Its absurdities,” says its enemy, “wen* 
the shelter for the noble principles of liberty.” It wjis its office to engraft the 
new institutions of poi)ular energy upon the old European system of a feudal 
aristocracy and popular servitude; the good was pt‘rman(**nt ; the out wan 1 
emblems which were the signs of the party, were of transient duration: like 
the clay and ligaments with which the graft is held in its place, and which are 
brushed away as soon as the scion is firmly unitf‘(l. 

Puritanism exalted the laity. Every individual who had experienced the 
raptures of devotion, every believer, who, in his moments of ecstasy, had felt 
the assurance of the favor of God, was in his own eyes a consecrated person. 
For him the wonderful counsels of the Almighty had chosen a Saviour; for 
him the laws of nature had been suspended and controlled, the heavens had 
opened, earth had quaked, the sun had veiled his face, and Clirist ha<l died and 
had risen again; for him prophets and apostles had reveal(‘d to the world the 
oracles and the will of God. Viewing himself as an object of the divine favour, 
and in this connection disclaiming all merit, he prostrated himself in the dust 
before heaven; looking out upon mankind, how could he but respt^cl himself, 
whom God had chosen and redeemed? Angels hovered round his path, 
charged to minister to his soul; spirits of darkness leagued together to tempt 
him from his allegiance. His burning piety could use no liturgy; his peni- 
tence could iieveal his transgressions to no confessor. He knew no 8U[)erior 
in sanctity. He could as little become the slave of a priestcraft as of a despot. 
He was himself h, judge of the orthodoxy of the elderil5 and if he feared the 
invisible powers of thq air, of daikness, and of hell, he feared notliing on earth. 
Puritanism constituted, not the Christian clergy, but the Christian people, th^ 
interpreter of the" divine will. The voice of the majority was the voi^e oj Goil; 
and the issue of Puritanism was therefore popular sovereignty. 

Of all contemporary sects, the Puritans were the most free from credulity ,< 
and, in their zeal for reform, pushed their regulations to what some would coii- 
sider a sceptical extreme. So many superstitions had been bundlecf up with 
every venerable institution of Europe, that ages have not yet dislodged them 
all. ^ The Puritans at once emancipated themselves from a crowd of observ- 
ances. They established a worship purely spiritual. To them the elements 
remained but bread; they invoked no saints; they raised no altar; 

they adored no crucifix; they kissed no book; they asked no absolution; they 
paid no tithes; they saw in the priest nothing more than a man; ordination 
was no more than an approbation of the officer, which might be expressed by 
the brethren, as well as by other ministers; the church, as a place of worship, 
was to them but a meeting-house; they dug no graves in consecrated earth • 
unlike their posterity, they married without a minister, and buried the dead 
without a prayer. Witchcraft had not been made tfie subject of sceptical 
consideration; and in the years in which Scotland sacrificed hecatombs to the 
delusion, there were three victims in New England _ 

On evtry subject but religion, the mildnes^^f Puritan legislation corres- 
ponded t» the DODular character of Puritan doctrines. Hardly a nation of 
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Europe has as yet made its criminal law so humane as that of early New Eng- 
land. A crowd of offences was at one sweep brushed from the catalogue of 
capital crimes. The idea was never received that the forfeiture of life may be 
demanded for the protection of property; the punishment for theft, for burg- 
lary, and highway robbery was far more mild than the penalties imposed even 
ky modern American legislation. Of divorce we have found no example; yet 
a clause in one of the statutes recognises the possibility of such an event. 
Divorce from bed and board, the separate maintenance without the dissolution 
of the marriage contract — an anomaly in Protestant legislation, that punishes 
the innocent more than the guilty — was utterly abhorrent from their prin- 
ciples. The care for posterity was everywhere visible. Since the sanctity of 
the marriage-bed is the safeguard of families, and (Jan alone interest the father 
in the welfare and instruction of his offspring, its purity was protected by the 
penalty of death ; a penalty which was inexorably enforced against the guilty 
wife and her paramour. If in this respect the laws were more severe, in 
another they were more lenient than modem manners approve. The girl 
whom youth and affection betrayed into weakness was censured, pitied, and 
forgiven; the law compelled the seducer of innocence to marry the person 
who had imposed every obligation by the concession of every right . 

The benevolence of the early Puritans appears from other examples. 
Thc'ir thoughts were always fixed on posterity. Domestic discipline was 
liighly valued , but if the law wa.s severe against the undutiful child, it was also 
severe agaiii'-t a faithless parent. The slave-trade was forbidden under 
penalty of death. The earliest laws, till 1654, did not permit any man’s 
pel son to be kept in prison for debt, except when there was an appearance of 
some estate which the debtor would not produce. Even the brute creation 
ivas not forgotten; and cruelty towards animals was a civil offence. The 
sympathies of the colonists were wide; a regard for Protestant Germany is as 
old as emigration; and, during the Thirty Years’ War, the whole people of 
New England held fasts and offered prayers for the sutfjess of their Saxon 
brethren. * 

The purity of morals completes the picture of colonial felir^ity . As Ire- 
land will not brQok venomous beasts, so will not that land vile livers.” One 
might d\\[*ll th«re from year to year, and not see a drunkard, or hear an oath, 
or meet a beggar,” The consequence was universal health — one of the chief 
elements of public happiness. The average duration of life in New England, 
compared with Europe, was doubled; and the human race was so vigorous 
that of all who were born into the w^orld more than two in ten, full four in 
nineteen, attained the age of seventy. Of those who lived beyond ninety, 
the i)roportion, as compared with European tables of longevity, w;^s still more 
remarkable. 

We have dwelt the longer on the character of the early Puritans of New 
England, for they are the parents of one third the whole white population of 
the I'nited States. In the first ten or twelve years — and there was never 
afterwards any considerable increase from England — we have seen that there 
came over 21,200 f)ersons. or four thousand families. To New York and Ohio, 
where they constitute half the population, they have carried the Puritan sys- 
tem of free schools; and their example is spreading it through the civilised 
world. 

Historians have loved to eulogise the manners and virtues, the glory and 
the l)enefits, of chivalry. Puritanism accomplished for mankind far more. 
Chivalry delighted in ouiwa^d show, favored pleasure, multiplied amusements, 
and degraded the human race by an exclusive re^ct for the privileged classes; 
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Puritanism bridled the passions, commanded the virtues of self denial, anc 
rescued the name of nian from dishonor. The foimer valued courtesy; th( 
latter, justice. The former adorned society by graceful refinements ; the lat- 
ter founded national grandeur on universal education. The institutions oi 
chivalry were subverted by the gradually increasing weight, and knowledge, 
and opulence of the industrious classes; the Puritans, rallying upon those 
classes, planted in their hearts the imdymg principles of democratic liberty.^ 
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